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Master Gardeners of North Alabama 
(MGNA), with the assistance of Morgan 
and Limestone County MGs, are 
delighted to be hosting the 2017 AMGA 
Conference, at two amazing venues, the 
Huntsville Botanical Garden (HBG) and 
the Jackson Center. Participants are sure 
to enjoy the wide array of presentations, 
workshops, and activities planned along 
with wonderful meals, a terrific silent 
auction, great door prizes, vendors, and 
our unique Seed Savers Exchange! 

Monday’s activities, held at the HBG, 
will offer hands-on Papercrete 
workshops led by Lee Coates, The 
Papercrete Potter. In addition, there will 
be presentations by local experts on 
Roses, Ferns, Orchids, Hummingbirds, 
and elements of Advanced Master 
Gardener courses.  Or many may prefer 
to take a Stroll Thru the Garden, and 
they have the choice of walking  or 
taking a shuttle.  The HBG in May is a 
spectacular display of azaleas, native 
plants, and many other spring bloomers 
as well as home of the largest seasonal 
butterfly house in the country.  This is a 
don’t-miss activity!  Monday evening will 
feature a buffet dinner held in the HBG 
Arbor.   

Tuesday and Wednesday will feature 
sessions by such celebrated gardening 
experts as Jere Gettle (Seeds of the 
South), Dr. Doug Phillips (Grand Garden 
of the Creation), Harvey Cotten 
(Protecting Our Pollinators), Dr. Neil 
Lamb (Ancient Crop Domestication to 
Modern Breeding and Selection), Darryl 

Patton (Traditional Folk Herbalism), Sara 
Bright and Paulette Ogard (Creating a 
Haven for Butterflies), and Troy Marden 
(Inspiring Gardens Around the World).  
Be sure you find time to visit our 
vendors and silent auction, and don’t 
miss the Selfie Spot, where you can snap 
candid photos of you and your MG 
friends under a Conference banner! 

Tuesday and Wednesday will also 
feature the first-ever AMGA Conference 
Seed Savers Exchange!  Facilitated by 
members of Sand Mountain Seed Savers, 
the exchange will offer you the 
opportunity to swap your saved seeds 
including vegetables, fruits, and flowers. 
(No hybrids, please!) Start saving your 
seeds now! Tuesday evening’s banquet 
will feature awards presentations and 
installation of new officers and board 
members who will be elected at the 
annual business meeting Tuesday 
morning.  

Your registration fee will include all 
general sessions, breakouts, Tuesday’s 
lunch, and both evening meals.  A 
nominal additional fee will ensure your 
place in one of the Papercrete 
workshops so sign up early. Huntsville is 
also home to the US Space and Rocket 
Center, Burritt Museum, and several 
historic districts. 

Plan to come early, stay late, and 
enjoy everything we have to offer! 

 
Diane Campen,  
2017 AMGA Conference Chair 
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AMGA AWARDS 
Ginny Holland     
 

      January 2017 seems a long way off. However,  
it is not too early to be thinking of AMGA award 
nominees. These awards will be presented in 
Huntsville at the 2017 State Conference, May 1-3.  
All associations are encouraged to submit award 
nominations by the deadline - January 31, 2017.  
     Order forms for both Reach for the Stars and 
Advanced Badges and Stars Awards are found by 
going to alabamamg.org, looking under “AMGA 
Publications and Forms,” and clicking on “AMGA 
Forms.” Select and print the forms needed.  
Instructions are on the forms. The new Reach for  
the Stars Chair, Devonne Ellis, will receive these 
order forms and the checks for payment for the 
regular stars. She can be reached at 116 Waterford 
Way, Ashford, AL 36312, (AMGAStars@gmail.com).  
Checks should be made out to AMGA. Please 
do NOT send the checks to the AMGA Treasurer – 
send them to Devonne.  
     Information and instructions for the other award 

nominations are found on the same website, 
alabamamg.org, again under “AMGA Publications 
and Forms.” To see the requirements for submission, 
select “AMGA Awards and Criteria.” Each award is 
listed separately with its unique instructions.  
     A change in the Outstanding Newsletter Award 
was instituted a couple of years ago. There are now 
two categories: 1) associations with sixty or fewer 
members and 2) associations with sixty-one or more 
members. Smaller associations are encouraged to 
make submissions – we had none last year.  
Newsletters to be judged are May and December 
issues. Associations that have quarterly issues should 
submit the ones that include those months. 
     One important note to remember – all nominees 
for AMGA awards, with the exception of the Gary 
Murray Outstanding Service Award - honoring non-
master gardeners, must be current AMGA members 
in good standing.   
     Please help AMGA reward its most deserving 
members. 

AMGA MEMBERSHIP     
Mary Howe 
 

     As of the end of August, AMGA had a paid and 
lifetime membership of 1,949 for 2016.  Dues 
payments are missing in Dues Tracker for a few Local 
Associations, and the payments need to be posted 
soon so that membership information for the year 
will be accurate. This has been a challenging year for 
those of you who use Dues Tracker, and I appreciate 
your patience. Several issues with the database still 
need to be resolved.      
     Membership recruitment for 2017 will be 
beginning soon, and it is important that members 
who pay dues, and the lifetime members of each 

association, be recorded in the Dues Tracker.  The 
mailing list for the winter edition of the Garden 
Pathways which includes annual business meeting 
and conference details, along with biographies for 
officer and Board member nominees, is prepared 
from the information entered in the Dues Tracker.   
If the membership information is not posted or a 
member’s mailing address is missing or incorrect, 
the member will not receive a printed version of the 
newsletter.   
     I can be reached by e-mail at 
mary.howe67@gmail.com or by telephone at  
256-534-4773 if anyone has membership or Dues 
Tracker questions or needs assistance in those areas. 

mailto:AMGAStars@gmail.com
mailto:mary.howe67@gmail.com
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AMGA PRESIDENT 
Jeanon Massien 

 

     Happy Fall Y'all!  It is hard to believe 
spring and summer have come and 
gone. I am sure you, like me, are ready 
for some cooler weather! It is time to 
clean up those gardens and get ready 
for winter, start thinking about 

Thanksgiving and Christmas…and on to the New 
Year.  It is a time of renewal. 
     That time of renewal is fast approaching for 
AMGA also. The Nominating Committee is diligently 
seeking qualified volunteers for positions on the 
AMGA Board of Directors and for Officers. Do you 
have someone in your Association, qualified to 
serve? If so, please submit their name to the 
Nominating Committee. As year-end approaches, 
the Awards and Project Funding Committees are 

gearing up for the 2017 Awards Season, anticipating 
your submissions.  Membership renewal is 
approaching for both local and state associations. 
Our 2017 Conference will be held in Huntsville, and 
under the leadership of Diane Campen and things 
are shaping up for another great Conference. Stay 
tuned for the Winter Issue of Pathways for 
Conference details.  
     As we approach the Thanksgiving Season…I am 
thankful for all the wonderful folks who serve the 
Master Gardener program. You, WE, all make a 
difference in our communities throughout this state. 
Thank you for your efforts on behalf of the Master 
Gardener Program.  
     Here’s wishing everyone a wonderful Holiday 
Season.  See you in the New Year!  
  
 

 
ATTENTION MEMBERS: 
 
     Please help us update your information on the Data Base Website. It is 
located on “MY PAGE” in the upper right-hand corner on the page where 
you enter your hours.  Make sure both of your addresses, snail mail and 
email, are correct and complete. This information is needed for mailing the 
winter edition of Garden Pathways which will include registration 
information for the upcoming AMGA Conference as well the slate of 
officers and board members to be elected during the annual business 
meeting. 
 
 

ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Glenda Gower 
 

     The next meeting of the AMGA Advisory Council 
will be Tuesday, November 1, at 10:00 a.m. in 

Clanton. This is your forum for exchanging ideas 
and learning what other LMGAs are doing. If you  
have questions/concerns/items of interest for the 
meeting, please send them to me for inclusion 
(amgaacchair@gmail.com). 
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AMGA COMMUNICATIONS 
Brenda Tapp 
 
     Updated versions of the AMGA Board Manual 
and Policies have recently been posted to our 
website. Take time to review these documents to  
 

learn more about how AMGA operates. 
   A REMINDER: if you have information or pictures 
that you would like to have posted to the website, 
they need to be submitted through the 
communications committee: tapp0729@gmail.com 
 

 

FROM THE EDITOR: I really appreciate all the cooperation from around the state. Participation from 
our active associations for the Fall Garden Pathways has been exceptional. All the articles have been 
informative and lots of good ideas shared that other associations can incorporate into their activities. 
“Great job, everyone!” 

Thanks, Patricia Peoples  

AMGA NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
Karin Carmichael 
 
There is still a little time to nominate a candidate: 
 
      The AMGA Nominating Committee is still in the 
process of accepting recommendations to fill four 
Executive Office positions, three Board of Directors 
positions and one Nominating Committee 
position.  The deadline for receiving the Nomination 
Bio Questionnaire has been extended to November 
1.  This form has been sent to all local MG presidents 
and Advisory Council reps. These vacancies will be filled 
at the Annual Conference to be held in Huntsville, May 
1-3, 2017, but nominees will be featured in the 
Winter Garden Pathways which has a December 
15 deadline. 
     We are looking for candidates with outstanding 
leadership abilities and a strong commitment to the 
Master Gardener program. Candidates must be willing  
to attend quarterly meetings, participate in committee 
 
 

 activities and travel at personal expense. Officers serve 
two-year terms; Directors serve three-year terms and 
Nominating Committee members serve two-year 
terms. Job descriptions for these positions can be 
found in the AMGA Board of Directors Manual which is 
located on the AMGA website (alabamamg.org). 
     Election of AMGA Officers, Directors and Nominating 
Committee members is a very important component of 
our State Association and its success.  The Nominating 
Committee is now in the process of evaluating 
candidates and therefore needs your input ASAP. 
Please contact any member of the committee if you 
have any questions or need help with the Bio 
Questionnaire. Thank you for your participation! 
 
Karin Carmichael – Chair 
jkcarmi@bellsouth.net  Phone: 334-271-3084 
Myra Lassere  
mlassere@bellsouth.net  251-895-5059 
Phil Gatlin 
philgatlin@bellsouth.net  256-339-1756 

mailto:tapp0729@gmail.com
mailto:jkcarmi@bellsouth.net
mailto:mlassere@bellsouth.net
mailto:philgatlin@bellsouth.net
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AMGA ENDOWMENT  
Dennis Pinkard, AMGA BOD/Endowment  
  
     Great News, Our AMGA Graduate Endowment is 
now fully funded! The AMGA Board of Directors 
voted on and approved the use of 
profits from the Dothan Conference 
to complete the Graduate 
Endowment funding requirement of 
$30,000. Our Undergraduate 
Endowment has surpassed $100,000 
and now both endowments will help 
those students working towards a horticulture 
degree pay their school expenses! You can be proud 
of the impact and opportunity Master Gardeners 
are creating.  We are all proud of what we have 
accomplished and we encourage Associations to 
continue donating and demonstrating our 

commitment to help ensure we have educated 
Agents and horticulture representatives across the 
State. The picture included (below) shows Jeanon 
Massien, AMGA President, accompanied by Dennis 
Pinkard, AMGA BOD/Endowment Committee 

member, presenting our most recent 
donation to fund Horticulture. We 
were thrilled to represent you. Our 
combined gift will have a much more 
significant impact for Horticulture and 
to those selected students who need 
help. We know you will all agree that 

this is a worthy effort and we hope to see our 
contributions continue to grow.  Our connection and 
dedication to our communities, and the State are 
greatly enhanced by this effort. 
          Well Done Master Gardeners! 

Dr. Dave Williams, Jeanon Massien, Mark Wilton, and Dennis Pinkard presenting check to Auburn. Photo by Jessica Ramspeck  

DON’T FORGET — SAVE SEEDS 
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AMGA RECORDS AND RETENTION 
Michael Thomason 

  
     The committee has been busy this summer going 
through the documents of three boxes. We have 
eliminated duplicate documents which were already 

in the Board of Directors Meeting minutes. This 
reduced the number of boxes down to one. 
We are in the process of contacting companies 
which provide digital document archive services and 
obtaining quotes from them.  
     The Records and Retention Document Policy has 
been updated and on the website. 

AMGA PROJECT FUNDING  
Phil Gatlin 
 

     The Project Funding Program is designed to offer 
grants to the local associations in support of 
community projects, where funding is needed. In 
2016 the AMGA awarded $4,000 in project funding 
grants to Master Gardener Associations in Marshall, 
St. Clair, and Shelby counties, and MGNA.  
     It's not too early to begin planning projects for 
2017 where project funding grants could be used. To 
see program rules, evaluation criteria, and 
application forms, visit the AMGA website at 
alabamamg.org, scroll down to the tab AMGA 
Publications and Forms, click on Forms, and then 

Project Funding Grant Application. A total of $4,500 
is available to be awarded in grants in 2017. 
     The deadline for submission of applications is 
January 15, 2017. The applications will be evaluated 
by the Project Funding Program Committee and 
applicants whose projects are selected will be 
notified by the end of February 2017, and will be 
announced at the State Master Gardener 
Conference in May. 
     Email your applications to the AMGA Project 
Funding Chairman, Phil Gatlin at 
philgatlin@bellsouth.net. If you have any questions 
about the program, please contact Phil at the above 
email address or 256-339-1756. 

AMGA TREASURER 
Roger Clarke 
 
     This is the “slow” time of year for the treasury, 
the annual conference was successfully completed, 
the Fall Seminar is handled by the local hosting  

association, and it is not time for member dues. 
     AMGA continues in a strong financial position 
with a fund balance of seventy-four thousand 
dollars and is ready and able to meet member 
needs for the foreseeable future. 

 

Save Seeds  

for Annual Conference 

May 1-3 2017 
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     WHAT ARE YOU PASSIONATE ABOUT? 
 

I’m Renee, and it is my privilege to work with a program that I am very passionate about. Harvest for 
Health invites someone, a cancer survivor, who has been through a very difficult time in their life to make 
a new friend, a Master Gardener, who loves to garden. I love watching these relationships grow as their 
gardens grow. One MG wrote, “What can seem so simple in sun, soil, water and a seed can be a 
miraculous life-changing point towards positive change in a person’s life.” 
 
Some would say that finding what you are most passion about, brings you joy. Ask someone what they are 
passionate about and watch them come alive. Or maybe ask yourself, “How can I bring joy to someone 
else by using what I am passionate about?”  
 
Here’s a story from one Harvest for Health relationship. The cancer survivor joined the project because she 
was asked to, but not because of a real interest in gardening; until she met her MG mentor. This MG had a 
love for gardening that was contagious and it created a passion in the survivor. As her own garden grew, 
so did her love for the experience. Her outlook on life also transformed. The first thing she did every 
morning was go to her garden and see what new plant had emerged and how much everything had grown. 
It reminds me of The Gardener's Morning, by Howard Dolf:  
 
The magic spell is upon me, 
I'm glad that I did not wait; 
For life's at its best in the morning, 
As you pass through the garden gate. 
 
Through the influence of one person, the MG who had a genuine passion for gardening, a new passion was 
passed to her, a cancer survivor. 
      
A program like Harvest for Health challenges you to grow, to learn more, and in the process to give more. 
One of the most exciting things I learned about the MG community is the discovery that we are a part of 
something bigger than ourselves.  Let me say thank you to all the Master Gardeners who have worked on 
this program the past two years.  We could not do this; affect this change, without you! And I encourage 
all of you Master Gardeners to consider becoming a mentor soon. There will be 426 cancer survivors from 
February 2017 to August 2021 who need someone to mentor them. 
      
In the words of Frederick Buechner, "The place God calls you to is the place where your deep gladness and 
the world's deep hunger meet.”  
 
Contact me at thomprw@auburn.edu and I will help you get involved with something that can direct your 
passions for gardening to foster change in others.  
 
Renée Thompson 
Outreach Program Coordinator 
Alabama Extension System 

 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:thomprw@auburn.edu
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AUTAUGA CO MGA 
Nancy Waggoner 
 

        In 2016, under the direction of member Don 
Armstrong, ACMGA monthly Lunch and Learn 
programs have attracted many community members 
who are eager to learn more about home gardening. 
Association Members, seasoned and new, have been 
able to update their knowledge in a variety of topics 
by attending these enjoyable sessions. 
      Seed Starting, a timely topic for January, was the 
kick-off session for 2016 and was presented by our 
own Anthony Yarbrough. Jason Powell, of Petals 
from the Past, talked about rose gardening in Rose 
Selections for your Garden in February. In March, 
Mallory Kelley, our Extension Agent, discussed 
tomato variety selection, planting, and disease 
control in Backyard Tomatoes. Mary McCroan, 
Advanced Master Gardener, spoke to our group 
on Pruning Tools and Techniques in April. Wildlife 
Biologist Carrie Threadgill presented Backyard 
Birds in May.  Mallory Kelley returned to 
present Shade Gardens in June. In July, Dr. Arlie 
Powell’s topic was Citrus. Protecting your Property 
from Wild Fires by Brigetta Giles, Autauga County 
Forester, and Fall Vegetable Gardens by Master 
Gardener Mike Forester, were the August and 
September topics. Coming up to finish out 2016, 
Chris Jaworowski, Wildlife Biologist will 
present Nuisance Wildlife and Linda Griebel, 
Advanced Master Gardener, will speak on the 

topic Winterizing your Garden.  
     In December, Decorating with Nature at 
Christmas by Anna Owen, Master Gardener, will 
prepare us for the Christmas season. 
     Plans for the 2017 Lunch and Learn program are 
underway with varied and interesting topics in the 
works.  
   

 

HAPPENINGS 

 

Don Armstrong and Rose McCauley  at Lunch and Learn.  
Photo by Nancy Waggoner     

A weed is a plant that has mastered every survival skill   
except for learning how to grow in rows.  
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BALDWIN CO MGA 
Frieda Romanchuk 
 
         Excitement is building for our Fall Seminar, “Go 
Wild, Go Native”. Think: fall trip to Fairhope, the city 
of horticultural delights, flowers on every corner and 
a rose garden by the bay. Relax, learn, and enjoy! 
     Chairs Sharon Thoele and Paula Pritchett, have an 
invigorating, educational, just plain fun day planned 
at our ‘new’ location, the Fairhope Civic Center. 
Mark Ballard, a Southern designer, artist, columnist 
and cookbook author from Macon, GA, will take us 
for a walk on ‘the wild side', creating a seasonal 
wreath using a combination of dried and realistic 
elements that reflect the bounty of fall! He will also 
demonstrate a recipe from one of his cookbooks 
using the ‘flavors’ of fall. Ben Raines will talk about 
“Alabama’s Unique Landscapes”. He is a naturalist, 

writer and filmmaker. Ben has written about 
Alabama’s wild flora and fauna for 17 years. He 
wrote, narrated and co-produced America’s 
Amazon; this film is available to students in all of 
Alabama’s schools. 
     Another element that Sharon and Paula added is 
team building. They grouped together ‘older 
graduating classes’ [like 2004-2007] and let recent 
classes stand alone in creating baskets of gardening 
delights that must include one native plant! 
Suggested themes include ‘Afternoon Tea and 
Coffee', ‘Edibles from the Garden’, etc. for these 
raffled items.  We cannot forget the door prizes!  
Included for the AM and PM breaks are homemade 
yummies! Lunch: your choice of walkable, nearby 
Fairhope restaurants! 

For information and tickets: http://baldwinmastergardeners.businesscatalyst.com  

BLOUNT CO MGA 
Glynis Adams 
 
          We are excited that our Master Gardener 
classes are being resumed this year. The location 
has been moved to Hayden to make it accessible to 
more people in the outlying parts of the county. 
Sixteen persons are going to find how rewarding 
these classes will be. 
     Our own MG’s, Sherry Brewer and Mary 
Matthews, who are also teachers at Locust Fork  
 

School, hosted their sixth Growing Green/Outdoor  
Camp for 25 students May 31 – June 1.  Several 
other Master Gardeners donated time and materials 
to help teach these young people the joy and 
benefits of gardening. 
     The Lunch and Learn programs which have been 
presented at various locations within the county 
have been very enjoyable as well as helpful. MG 
Jerry Jones presented an interesting program on the 
Birds of Blount County in August. 

http://baldwinmastergardeners.businesscatalyst.com
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CALHOUN COUNTY MGA  
Sherry Blanton 
  
     September we were busy preparing for Fall Fest. 
This yearly event, much like an old-time country fair, 
was held at Cane Creek Community Gardens and 
sponsored by our local Extension Office. MGs helped 
by providing a bake sale, a cake walk, a craft booth, 
and assisting wherever necessary to make the day 
fun for the hundreds of attendees. 
     Our successful 2016 Lunch and Learn series ended 
in September with Hayes Jackson’s informative talk 
on native plants. Jason Powell gave a colorful 
presentation on antique roses in August. In July Dr. 
Julie Price of the UAB Sustainability Program 
explained how to plant a garden on our roofs with a 
program, Green Roofs. Lunch and Learn 2017 
resumes in April. 
     We have had a wide variety of interesting 
speakers and topics at our monthly meetings. David 
Doggett spoke in September about Alabama Azalea 
Hybrids. In August Dani Carroll gave a program on 
installing a rain garden.  In July Renee Simmons 
Rainey talked about land conservancy. 
      We will have our annual business meeting in 

November and elect a new treasurer for our 
association. In December we will have our awards 
event and covered dish supper. 
     Our Master Gardeners have been working very 
hard to beautify the grounds at Cane Creek 
Community Gardens. If you travel to Calhoun 
County, we welcome you to visit the home of our 
local association. 
  

  
From left to right: Patricia Patty received her emerald 
gemstone pin. Janet Evans, Jimmy Sloan, and Kris Schmit 
received their gold badges. (Not pictured: Kris Schmit) photo 
submitted by Sherry Blanton 

CAPITAL CITY MGA 
Betsy Coley 
 
     Capital City Master Gardeners Association 
(CCMGA) continues to be involved in the 
development of the Montgomery Botanical Gardens 
(MBG) at Oak Park. CCMGA has a strong presence 
on the Board of Directors, and our members assist in 
various ways such as financial support, planning, and 
labor. 
     Recent additions to MBG are a gravel pathway 
and signage in the Southern Garden. The signs 
indicate how various sections will be developed. 
     One aspect of MBG that Master Gardeners are 
particularly excited about is the new greenhouse. 
Members have assisted in the construction of the 
framework. The next phase will be running various 
utility lines and then spreading crushed rock on the 
floor. After that is complete, the tables and shelves 
will be brought in. The covering will be added when 
the Master Gardeners are ready to use the 
greenhouse. 

     Most importantly the MBG board of directors will 
be compiling a Greenhouse Operations Plan to 
organize and manage the access and use of the 
greenhouse and ensure oversight of any plant 
materials inside when it is placed in service. 

 

Sign and Path at Montgomery Botanical Gardens. Photo by 

Cathy Maddox 
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CHEROKEE CO MGA   
Billy Tillery 

 
     Recently Eric Schavey, local Extension Agent, did 
a workshop for our Master Gardeners on Straw Bale 
Gardening. He explained a step-by-step procedure 
for raising plants from spring to fall. Mr. Schavey 
also did a slide show on plants grown in the hay 
bales. He stated some of the tomatoes were over 
eight feet tall.  

CENTRAL ALABAMA MGA 
Iva Haynie, Elmore County 
 
     We had a dual presentation at our July 
meeting. Mrs. Suzanne Sykes spoke to us about 
Beneficial Predators in the Garden and we saw a film 
on Farm Bot Genesis, an agricultural innovation. We 
are proposing to partner with the Extension Center 
to purchase and test it in our learning garden. Carl 
Bledsoe presented the Lunch and Learn program, 
"Pain in the Garden" to 34 attendees.  
     Lunch and Learn in August was a presentation on 
Plant Pottery by Sharon Reeves, owner of Henny 
Penny Pottery. Forty-two people attended. Later in 
the month, on our regular meeting date, we 
graduated 17 Interns from a class combined with 

Autauga County. Three of our Master Gardeners 
entered a container garden contest sponsored by 
The Kelly Fitzgerald Memorial Foundation. It was 
judged by Jason Powell of Petals From the Past. He 
could not pick just one, so all won. 
     In September our meeting was held at Lanark 
with Maria Pacheco West presenting a program on 
roses, and we toured the NaturePlex. We also 
attended a stepping stone class.   
     Recent presentations from our Speakers Bureau 
were:  Jane Mobley who spoke to 60 people on 
Herbs at a public seminar in Autauga County, and Iva 
Haynie who spoke to the Coosa River Senior Center 
on Attracting Birds to the Garden, and also Container 
Gardening. There were nine attendees. 

Left to right:  Ms. Hall, our program chairman and Vice 
President, and Eric Schavey.  Photo by Billy Tillery  
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COVINGTON CO MGA 
Mary Ann Gantt 
 

     Our recent Master Gardener graduates are already 
getting their “hands dirty” as we practiced identifying 
weeds at the September meeting at President Bonnie 
Reed’s home in The Woodlands. (Weeds were not 
from her yard!)  Of course we ate well, with Bonnie 
providing the most delicious barbecue ribs, and 
members rounding out the menu with delicious 
favorite recipes. Our group is one of the sponsors of 
the Conecuh National Forest Tour on Saturday, 
October 1, that is free and features a complimentary 
lunch as well as transportation from the Covington 
County Extension Office in Andalusia. Our on-going 
project with the community, the “Apple” program for 
afterschool care for children in kindergarten through 
grade six, begins in September as Donna Bateman 
leads Master Gardeners in designing and 
implementing age appropriate gardening activities for 
the 2016-17 school year. The October Scarecrows in 

the Garden at Lake Frank Jackson in Opp, will be 
another Master Gardener project as we participate in 
this popular community event. Our plan is to provide a 
rich variety of activities and learning experiences for 
Covington County residents. 

CHILTON CO MGA   
Harriett Jackson 
 
      High summer is always a busy time and CCMGA has 
been busy this year. The Chilton Research and 
Extension Center’s Home, Farm and Wildlife Expo is 
always a high point for us, starting with months of 
preparation growing plants for our largest plant sale of 
the year. Add weeks of signing up and coordinating 
four counties of volunteer workers for the day, and 
making 42 gallons of ice cream and 78 quarts of salsa 
to be served. Special thanks to AMGA President Jeanon 
Massien for stopping by and helping scoop ice cream! 
… Cleaning, setting up and taking down?… all hands on 
deck! 
       This year we also celebrated the opening of our 
redesigned and newly finished Demonstration Garden, 
located on the grounds of the center, with a ribbon 
cutting. This represented the culmination of more than 
three years of planning, fundraising and untold hours 
of plain, hard work. The new garden, certified as a 
Wildlife Habitat and Butterfly Garden, includes a new 
shade area, a pergola with swings, a native bed, a knot 
garden, year-round interest, water features, a 
hopscotch board and so much more. Educational signs 
and garden pamphlets with plant names will tell you all 

about it. Boy Scout, Clay Vinson, pergola; and Girl 
Scout, Hanna Grace Childress, keyhole garden, each 
used the new demonstration garden to complete a 
Scout required community service project. There are 
few things more rewarding than seeing the completion 
of such a large project. 
      But we are not resting. Two fund-raisers, Home for 
the Holidays, a shopping extravaganza, and the 
Christmas Home Tour, with fresh greenery contributed 
by our MGs, are coming up soon. 

 

 

The ribbon cutting for the newly finished Demonstration 
Garden.  
Left to right: Sondra Henley, Grace Childress, Clay Vinson, 
Pat Farmer and Jim Pitts. Photo by: Audrey Giles 

Our new Interns, Presenters, and Certified Master Gardeners 
who organized the class.  Photo by Mary Ann Gantt 
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CULLMAN CO MGA   
Jennifer Underwood 
 

             The CCMGAI has reached new heights in 

community outreach, apparently due to 
elevated interest in raised-bed gardening 
following our display at the County Fair booth last 
year.     
     Besides giving raised-bed running starts to local 
charitable organizations such as The Foundry and 
the Housing Authority, we helped institute an 
Outdoor Classroom at West Elementary, this 
summer. 
     This fall, we plan to launch a “Learn, Grow, and 
Eat & Go!” to be held at the Margaret Jean Jones 
Center, funded by a generous grant from the 
Alabama Council on Developmental 
Disabilities.  This program will teach design and 
building of raised-bed gardens, as well as preparing 
meals using the crops. An exercise routine will also 
be integrated.  
     Each of these outlets provides the CCMGAI with 
excellent opportunities to share gardening 
knowledge with the community, as well as to recruit 
new students for our next Master Gardener class in 
January. 

     For our County Fair exhibit we prepared a fair 
booth display. With the decline in bee populations 
worldwide, we chose Backyard Beekeeping as this 
year’s theme. We hope to see our community all 
abuzz about beekeeping, just as it has been about 
raised-bed gardening following the fair booth 
display! 

Master Gardeners installing a raised bed at the County 
Fairgrounds. Photo by Cullman County Extension 
Coordinator Tony Glover  

DALLAS CO MGA 
Tina Lancaster 

  
     In September we held a Community event with 
guest speaker Dewayne Allday, an Alabama native 
and herbalist. Raised in the foothills and valleys of 
Marengo County, Dewayne began learning herbs 
though nature and reading books in his youth. 
Dewayne works as a contractor in his hometown of 
Selma, Alabama. His philosophy is rooted in respect 
for nature and the interdependent needs of plants 
and humans. http://thealabamaherbalist.com/ 
     The DCMGA will be participating in several 
upcoming community events including the Fall 
Festive at Kenan’s Mill, Arts Revive Block Party 
on October 29, and the Orrville Tractor Show 
on November 12. At each event we will be passing 

out literature, answering questions about gardening 
issues, and providing resources in which to obtain 
assistance.  During the events we will be doing 
fundraisers where we will be selling the AMGA 
calendars, fall flowers, fall arrangements, and baked 
goods.  During the Orrville Tractor Show, we will be 
helping raise funds for the Orrville Volunteer Fire 
Department. 
    DCMGA members have been working in the 
gardens at Sturdivant Hall weeding, deadheading, 
and preparing the rose garden for the winter 
months.  The garden is filled with antique and 
heirloom roses that are native to our region. Other 
projects include the completion of the Hoop House 
at Kenan’s Mill, the butterfly garden located in the 
Grow Selma Community Garden, and the Rosinweed 
propagation project at Old Cahawba. 

http://thealabamaherbalist.com/
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EAST CENTRAL MGA 
Sheila Bolen 
 
     Cool Weather, Cool Weather, Where are thou 
cool weather????  Here at East Central Alabama 
MGs, we are eagerly waiting for cooler weather so 
we can get out and about with less sweat and more 
enjoyment.  Our Smart Yard as well as work with 
our school gardens will be getting our attention in 
October.  August saw the beginning of our new MG 
Intern class with Clay, Randolph, Cleburne and 
Calhoun Counties represented.  We are eagerly 
waiting for them to find out what we are all about 
and join our LMGAs!  Several of our members have 
had major health issues this summer, so we have all 
taken a little break from this torturous heat to take 
care of ourselves and are eagerly waiting for cooler 
weather! 

 
 
 

Pictured L to R:  Tommy Drummond (Randolph), Patsy 
Hudgins (Cleburne), Dinah Drummond (Randolph), 
Tracy Burke (Calhoun), Shalom Smith (Randolph), 
Marie Rhoden (Cleburne), Kim Hendrix (Cleburne), 
Allen Yates (Randolph), Ben Griffin (Clay), Wayne Sims 
(Clay), Lemoyen Apostle (Randolph),  Andrew Barnes
(Clay). Photo by: Sheila Bolen  
 

ETOWAH CO MGA 
Carol B. Link 
 
     The Etowah County Extension System/Master 
Gardener Horticulture Helpline, staffed by area 
Master Gardeners, opened the first of April and 
remained in operation until the end of 
September. The helpline operation will resume in 
April 2017. 
     Speakers at Association meetings for the summer 
months: in June, Klaus Duncan, speaking on 
Chanterello Mushrooms; in July, Eric Schavey, giving 
a presentation on Turf Management; in August, Dani 
Carroll, presenting Seed Saving. The speaker in 
September was Jason Powell, from Petals from the 
Past, in Jemison. 
     In August, Etowah County Master Gardeners 
staffed an Extension System information table at the 
Gadsden Farmers Market that was held 
each Friday in downtown Gadsden throughout the 
summer months 
     Etowah County Master Gardeners scheduled a 
floral arrangement class, which was conducted by 
Lori Lee, owner and operator of Rococo Florist, in 
downtown Gadsden. The class was well attended. 
     A Plant Swap will be held October 15, 2016, at the 
rear of the association’s property, at 3200 W. 

Meighan Blvd., Gadsden. Gardeners from all over the 
state will attend. The gates will open at 9:30 a.m.; 
the swapping will begin at 10:00. No money will 
exchange hands, but attendees will bring all types of 
plants and other garden related items to exchange. 
For more information on holding a plant swap go 
to forums.gardenweb.com/forums/alabgard. 

ECMGA’s Joanie Lee, Dale Garner, and Jack Graves set up 
an Extension System/Etowah County Master Gardener 
information table at the Farmer’s Market in Gadsden, 
handing out literature and speaking with the public.  
Photo by Tricia Jones 

http://forums.gardenweb.com/forums/alabgard
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JEFFERSON CO MGA 
Fletcher Harvey 
 
     Amidst groans and complaints about high 
temperatures and drought conditions, Jefferson County 
Master Gardeners enjoyed a brief respite, at least 
psychologically, on a recent visit to the Turkey Creek 
Preserve near Pinson. In this multi-acre photo-op, a 
relaxing walk under a canopy of century old trees along 
the creek was highly rejuvenating. Part of the Forever 
Wild Land Trust, the preserve is maintained by the 
Southern Environmental Center at Birmingham Southern 
College.  
     The creek is respected as the home of the endangered 
vermillion darter, a small but highly colorful fresh water 
fish. The preserve also boasts a native plant collection and 
a bog garden. Though the bog would be “boggier” after a 
good rain, there is a respectable collection of pitcher 
plants defying current weather conditions. There is also an 
ongoing seed collection program. Charles Yeager, 
Director, and his amiable sidekick, Christopher Pugh, MG 
Volunteer were great hosts. 
 

     Much of the summer has been devoted to  
planning the September 29th program at the Birmingham 
Botanical Gardens. Response has been gratifying, and we 
are looking forward to hosting what should prove to be an 
exciting statewide event. 

Charles Yeager orients Jefferson County Master Gardeners at the 

Turkey Creek Preserve visitor’s center. Photo by Fletcher Harvey  

LEE COUNTY MGA 
Charlot Ritenbaugh  
 
     Are you listening to your garden?   
     Right now if you keep your hummingbird feeders clean 
and full you hear the swish and squeaky chip of 
hummingbirds. You might hear them right beside your 
head if you are slow to refill! 
     Early, mid and late summer I hear the peep and short 
trill of courting frogs, the rooster crowing at Blooming 
Colors, and the almost frantic, high pitched “song” of the 
cicada. Someone described it as a “rattlesnake that won’t 
quit.” I am glad I have no experience with that reference. 
Those that research cicadas say that in addition to 
attracting mates the annoying sound repels birds.                      
      

We recently had a few weeks of frequent rumbles of 
thunder, cracking of lightening. They were welcomed as 
everyone hoped the individual cells of the storms would 
bless our little spot of ground with moisture. Those noises 
chill my dog to his soul and send him trembling under the 
bed. Since we adopted him a few months after Katrina, 
we suspect he was alone and unprotected during the 
hurricane.  
      Soon we will hear the sound of dried leaves being 
shoved aside by the brown thrashers and towhees. They 
sound like much larger creatures on the hunt for edible 
bugs and grubs under the brown mulch. Do you hear 
these sounds and others of a happy garden? Our auditory 
reward for intentionally planting what wildlife requires is 
the symphony of birds and bugs living in our gardens.   

LIMESTONE COUNTY MGA 
Penley Rees 
 

     We responded enthusiastically to community 
requests to find ways to help others with plant related 
concerns. We provided a table in the local Library 
entitled “Ask a Master Gardener."  It has been and 
continues to be very helpful to Library Patrons and 
their friends. 
     The very large plant pots in front of our local post 
office were standing vacant in the hot sun, so we filled  
 
 

   them with beautiful arrangements of hardy  
annuals and provided abundant water.  They provide 
beauty for the entire town and remind us all of the joy 
we receive in helping others. 
     We are also in the process of creating a mentoring 
program to assist our Interns in their efforts to be 
active Master Gardeners. This effort is further 
supported by monthly talks by local experts on issues 
related to the care of plants. 
     Our summer months have been busy and happy 
ones as we find new ways to be of assistance to others. 
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 MARSHALL CO MGA 
Linda Widner 
 

     Fall will arrive soon and we certainly hope it 
brings some cool weather. No matter what the 
weather brings we are pleased to introduce our 
2016 Marshall County Master Gardener Class. They 
seem eager to learn and we look forward to getting 
to know them better. Some members are already 
volunteering on projects. 
     It has been a busy summer for most members.   
As of September 2014, our CASA garden has 
produced 9,351 pounds of fresh vegetables. The drip 
system installed really helped production. Cool 
weather crops will be planted as cooler weather 
arrives.   
     We enjoyed our speakers this summer; State Park 
Naturalist, Kate Bribbin, came in June. ACES Agent, 
Hunter McBrayer, spoke on Fall Gardening in July. 
Then in August, Cindy Skinner told her personal 
experience of Organic Farming. Several members 
enjoyed the Tomato Tasting Class that Hunter and 
the ACES office conducted. We look forward to our 
September picnic/plant swap at Jennie Estes’ home.  
     Five MCMG members continue to work with the 
second graders at the Brindlee Primary School, 
assisting with the 4-H Junior Master Gardener Class. 
They meet weekly, planting and tending 16 raised 
beds. The first Marshall County Class graduated 67  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

students who became “Clover Buds.”  
     The Brindlee Mountain Elementary School is 
exploring the idea of beginning a Junior Master 
Gardener Class this fall. Three of our MCMGs 
worked with the after school grant program last 
year where students enjoyed growing and selling 
tomatoes. Hopefully, a class will begin soon and 
students will continue gardening. 
     Enjoy Fall Gardening. 

 
 

The 2016 Marshall Co Master Gardener class.  

Front Row/Left to Right: Alan Richardson, Chip Roberts, 
James A. Henry, Harry Williams Jr.  Back Row/Left to Right: 
ACES Agent Eric Schavey, Judy Duncheon, Kathy Eskridge, 
Tom Stewart (very back Row), Brandalyn Clark, Brooks 
Hawkins, Annette Williams, and Wayne Garrett. Betty Hawk 
was unavailable for photo. Photo taken by Linda Widner 

MASTER GARDENERS of NORTH ALABAMA 
Elouisa Stokes 

 

It hardly seems possible that it is time for 
fall. Our fall Tri-County Class began the end of 
August again with enthusiastic Interns. We had a 
wonderful send-off for our long-time County Agent 
Ken Creel. We will miss him and his cowboy hat! 

Our main projects this year are Student 
Classrooms at Morris and Endeavor elementary 
schools.  At Morris, Carolyn Wade and MGNA 
volunteers, work with 20 Fifth-graders utilizing 
square foot gardening, guest lectures, and 
demonstrations. We meet each Tuesday. The other 
days the students water their gardens and keep bird 
feeders and puddling dishes cleaned and filled. The 
students research a fruit or vegetable each week, 
give a brief talk to fellow students, sample the item, 

and if applicable, plant the seeds. They make peanut 
butter bird feeders and grow plants for a spring 
plant sale. The students keep a garden journal, and 
volunteers read and answer questions or comment 
on their entries. They also photograph the weekly 
classes for the school's web page. The students also 
work in the greenhouse and help maintain several 
garden areas around the school. 
     The Endeavor Elementary Outdoor Classroom, 
under the direction of Sue Koury, is converting three 
of its five raised beds to Square Foot 
Gardening. Students will compare crop yields with 
those from the two remaining beds. The primary 
focus remains planting for pollinators, including 
bees and butterflies, and a dedicated songbird 
sanctuary, thanks to a Jane R. Parks Memorial Grant 
from MGNA.   
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MOBILE CO MGA 
Mary Nash 
 
     D. J. Johnson was named Master Gardener of the 
month for July; Jackie Jenkins for August, and Rene 
Reibling for September. Linda Kloter, Laura Sullivan 
and Janice Winters, 2015 Interns, have recently 
been certified. The 2016 MG class has 18 Interns. 
     The August 15 Lunch & Learn program by Judy 
Stout was titled, “Every Kid Should Eat a Pound of 
Dirt”.  Ellen Huckabay, Regional Extension Agent, 
asked for volunteers to make centerpieces for the 
County Agent’s Kitchen for the County 
Commissioner’s meeting. We did such a good job 
that it is our job next year also. 
      At the September meeting, Clint Burdette 
presented the topic: Permaculture, a system of 
agricultural and social design principles centered on 
simulating or utilizing patterns and features 
observed in natural ecosystems. 

     Lunch & Learn September 19 speaker, Mary 
Rodning, spoke on Ikebana, the Japanese art of 
flower arrangement. 
     Oliver Washington III, owner of Shore Acres Plant 
Farm, passed away June 25, 2016.  He was 
posthumously given an honorary membership in 
the MCMGA.  Ellen Huckabay made the 
presentation to his son, Oliver Washington, IV.  
     Our annual bus trip is to Longue Vue Gardens in 
New Orleans, a historic house and gardens where 
the four facades of the house have different 
appearances and different gardens.  
     Master Gardeners and Interns will have a Hands-
on Design Workshop in October.  On November 14, 
a Christmas Decor Presentation will be open to the 
public.  Our Greenery Sales will be December 2–4, 
2016.  This sale funds our scholarship award and 
educational program.  Sunday, December 11, we 
will have our Awards Banquet. 

MORGAN CO MGA  
Sonja Hyatt 
 
     Greetings from Morgan County! We are happy to 
have three new interns in the fall Master Gardening 
Class. Our association continues to grow. We are 
looking forward to the new talents these potential 
members will add.   
     Our Lunch and Learn classes have been well 
attended. Extension Agent Allyson Shabel presented 
a program on "Water Harvesting", in June at the 
Aquadome Recreation Center in Decatur, AL. In July, 
Kathy Hamilton of Decatur City Schools, 
demonstrated "Cooking with Herbs" and served the 
Master Gardeners some delicious recipes. The 
August presentation was "Edible Landscaping” by 
Allyson Shabel. MCMGA members Ann Vaughn and 

Anita Buckley extended the theme in September 
with "Landscape Design". 
     In July our members visited the Farm of Don and 
Pat Nelson in Falkville, AL. Their specialty is Day 
Lilies and Irises. Some members attended a 
Hummingbird Banding event to study their 
migration habits at the home of Margie Anderton in 
Killen, AL. There were hundreds of hummingbirds 
buzzing about the 30 or 40 feeders. Children were 
invited and delighted in holding the tiny bird and 
feeling it's heartbeat as it was released.   
     Our next event, the Horticulture Exhibit, at the 
Decatur/Morgan County Fair, is in the works for 
October. We hope to have more entries due to 
more publicity this year.  Enjoy the cooler nights and 
changing colors of the season! 

You reap what you sow...  

this is a good one for more than the garden… 

but if you don't sow you don't reap.  
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PIKE CO MGA 
Sheri Brooks 
 

     Gardening does not have to break the bank! 
There are many ways that you can add a little flair to 
your indoor or outdoor garden using items that you 
probably already have. Just about anything can 
become a planter whether it's a cleaned milk carton 
that's been cut in half or something more dramatic, 
such as the dresser that a Pike County Master 
Gardener found on the side of the road and 
converted into a planter. With the holidays coming 
up, it can even be easier to give your plants that little 
extra interest. To give trick-or-treaters a spooky 
entrance to your home, you can take ordinary plastic 
pumpkins and insert a small pot right inside of it. For 
Thanksgiving, why not let your younger loved ones 
use permanent marker's to trace their hands onto 
cheap pots (or a milk carton that has been cleaned 
and cut in half) and make those turkey drawings that 
you've seen them do on paper dozens of times? For 
Christmas, you can either stick outdoor, indoor plant 
pots into festive Christmas bags, or even keep it 
simple by wrapping a Christmas bow around the 
container. There are endless ways to add a little flair 
to your indoor or outdoor garden for little to no cost! 
For more ideas on gardening or creative ideas to add  
 

a little spice to your garden (no pun intended), have 
a chat with a Pike County Master Gardener at our 
booth at the Pike County Fair. We look forward to 
meeting you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Planter converted from a dresser. Photo by Sheri Brooks 

RUSSELL CO MGA 
Glenda Gower 
 

Springtime provided us with many opportunities 
to educate the public. We participated with Russell 
County Extension in “Ready, Set, Grow” at the local 
library teaching attendees about gardening topics 
such as soil, pests, flowers and vegetables. This 
provided a great opportunity to explain what Master 
Gardeners are all about. 

We continue to maintain the Phenix City/Russell 
County landscape, our primary project. Our monthly 
programs have included garden photography, 
medicinal herb gardening, greenhouse operations, 
organic alternatives for insect control, and culture & 
contributions of Alabama/Georgia Native Americans. 

This year RCMG provided $1,000 scholarships for 
two deserving horticultural students at Auburn 
University School of Agriculture. This isn't our first 

time to provide scholarships to help educate our 
next generation of horticulturists, and we will 
continue our commitment to Alabama students 
majoring in garden related areas.  

This fall, two RCMG members participated in the 
Callaway Gardens program for tagging Monarch 
butterflies, which included educating guests and 
visitors on the flight of the Monarch. Tagging helps 
monitor the success of conservation efforts using 
data collected in various locations. Monarchs face 
serious population loss due to habitat destruction 
caused by humans and the loss of their host plants. 
Monarch larvae feed exclusively on milkweed, and 
milkweed, adult nectar plants, and the Monarchs 
themselves are vulnerable to herbicides used by 
gardeners, landscapers and farmers. Everyone 
gained appreciation for these remarkable creatures 
in their ability to navigate, orient and migrate 
thousands of miles each year. 

https://plus.google.com/u/1/105998048278959866446?prsrc=4
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SHELBY CO MGA 
Rita Forrest 
 

     So here we are, making it through all the heat! 

     The good news is we have a really good Intern 
class this year and they are doing exceptionally well. 
The class all participated in the planning and organi-
zation of the Shelby County Fair. The Interns had a 
booth, and there was a lot to see and enjoy. We are 
excited to say our programs have been very good 
and we have learned about rain barrels, wildflowers, 
herbs, and many other useful things. Our Intern class 
made dried flower arrangements and delivered some 
to the Rehab Center in Columbiana. The residents 
were very pleased to receive them. 
 
 

Dried flower arrangements made by Shelby Co Master  
Gardeners. Photo by Rita Forrest 

SHOALS MGA  
Peggie Lazenby 
 
     The Shoals Master Gardeners have been busy 
helping our extension agents of late. 
     The helpline has been in full swing all summer but 
is starting to slow down with only 37 contacts in July. 
     September started off with the Northwest 
Alabama Senior Conference at the coliseum. The 
Shoals Master Gardeners helped with decorating the 
stage for this event as you can see in the attached 
picture. 
     Our Community Gardens have been successful 
with a bounty yield of approximately 1,600 pounds. 
     Our Shoals Master Gardeners are very passionate 
about our environment. Some have been gathering 
and planting milkweed seed to help with the 
Monarchs and other butterflies. 
     Margie Anderton, a SMG, opens her gardens every 
year so that people may learn more about 
hummingbirds and their migration. Dr. Robert Daly is 
a certified hummingbird bander who helps with this 
event. It is fun and educational for young and old 
alike. 
     We have several events coming up in the next few 
months. Our annual picnic will be in October. In 
November we will be congratulating our Interns as 
they graduate to SMGs! We also have a new project 

we will begin as soon as the weather cools down. 
     We here in the Shoals hope all of you have had a 
fun and successful summer in your communities. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pictured in the photo, left to right, Peggie Lazenby, Darlene 
Minniefield, James Dunn and Jean Dunn. Linda Gilliam,  
not pictured, helped also. Photo by Anna Merideth 
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Attention Members: 
 
1. Please help us update the Data Base Website. (It is located on “MY PAGE” in the 
upper right hand corner on the hour’s page.) Make sure both of your addresses, 
snail mail and email, are correct and complete. This information is needed for 
mailing the winter edition of Garden Pathways which will include registration 
information for the upcoming AMGA Conference as well the slate of officers and 
board members to be elected during the annual business meeting. 
2. Also, be sure your status as “Active” or “Provisional” is correct, and that all dues 
are paid. 

 

 

ST CLAIR CO MGA 
Sharla Palmgren 
 
 

     Greetings Fellow Gardeners! Finally, we have 
autumn. Hopefully, most of your plants have 
survived this very hot summer. So many of us are 
now planning our fall plantings.   
     The SCCMG enjoyed the program given by 
William Cureton, also known as "Captain 
Compost." Such an enormous amount of 
information about compost was offered by Mr.  

 
Cureton. His presentation was fascinating even if a 
person does not do composting in their own yard.   
     For August, Daniel and Karen Jones, who are 
members of Birmingham Botanical Garden Fern 
Society, gave an informative and fascinating talk 
and visual presentation on Alabama Ferns. 
     We all hope for cooler weather soon!  Happy 
Gardening! 

Seeds are not just for the birds!  

TALLAPOOSA CO MGA 
Judy Heinzen 
 
     On a hot, steamy day in June, our group visited 
EAT South in downtown Montgomery along the 
bank of the Alabama River. It was amazing to find 
the diversity that has been developed in this mineral 
heavy former train yard. Jetson Brown showed us 
everything from butterflies to bees, hot composting, 
chickens producing eggs, Malabar spinach, stevia, 
carrots, harvested garlic, herbs growing in recycled 
concrete pots donated by the City of Montgomery, 
an outdoor kitchen, and their greenhouse. Jetson is 
leaving EAT South for a new adventure, and we met 
the new director, Caylor Roling.   
     Our July meeting was packed with information. 
Dadeville Councilman, Mickey Tarpley, showed us 
the plans for reworking streets, curb, gutters, traffic 
flow and beautification around Courthouse Square, 
all being funded by a state grant. Tallapoosa County 
recently received a similar grant for improvements 
inside the Courthouse Square. Sue Pemberton, a 
member of our Master Gardener group and the 
Nutrition Education Extension Agent for Tallapoosa 
and Coosa counties, shared Healthy Alternatives to 
Sweet Tea and Soda. Then we all enjoyed an indoor 
potluck picnic. 
 

     Upcoming meetings: A Panel Discussion led by 
our president, Ann Regnier: What Worked in the 
Garden and What Didn’t Work, and a field trip to 
Southeast Kiwi Farming Coop.   

 

Sue Pemberton presented the August program, Healthy 
Ways to Prepare Your Garden Harvest.  She gave us many 
ideas of ways to use the foods we spent so much time grow-
ing and told us about the health benefits.  Judy Heinzen as-
sisted by preparing Zucchini Pomodoro, Crispy Curly Fries 
and Asian Zoodle Salad.  Despite the fact there were  
refreshments, the recipe samples were consumed!  
Photo by Liz Rudolph 
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Attention Members: 
 
1. Please help us update the Data Base Website. (It is located on “MY PAGE” in the 
upper right hand corner on the hour’s page.) Make sure both of your addresses, 
snail mail and email, are correct and complete. This information is needed for 
mailing the winter edition of Garden Pathways which will include registration 
information for the upcoming AMGA Conference as well the slate of officers and 
board members to be elected during the annual business meeting. 
2. Also, be sure your status as “Active” or “Provisional” is correct, and that all dues 
are paid. 

 

 

 

TUSCALOOSA CO MGA 
Octavia Miles 
 
     Summer for Tuscaloosa County Master Gardeners 
has been relatively busy as usual.  Monthly meeting 
programs of interest included “Alabama Seed Saving 
Initiative” by Mo Fiorella, “Plant Specimen Processing 
and Classification” by Brian Keener, “Homegrown 
Spices and Indian Cuisine” by Rama Pidikiti, and 
“Sustainable Gardening and Sustainable Agriculture” 
by David Meeks. 
     TCMGA donated $1,000 to Auburn University 
Foundation for scholarship support of a junior or 
senior student who is enrolled in horticulture, is in 

good academic standing, and is a resident of 
Tuscaloosa County or another west Alabama county.             
     This scholarship support is an annual project made 
possible from the proceeds of TCMGA’s Annual Pass-
Along Plant Sale. 
    TCMGA’s Fall Conference is October 29, 2016, from 
8:30-2:30. Theme: “Gardeners’ Circle of Life”.  Topics 
of interest are “Succulents and Sedums”, “Creativity in 
the Yard/Flower Garden”, “Harvest for Health”, 
“Native  Plants for Fall Gardening”, and “Biodiversity of 
Alabama”.  Lunch and door prizes will be available.   
Pre-registration conference form is online and can be 
obtained by visiting TCMGA’s website or the ACES 
website. 

WIREGRASS MGA 
Jane Klosky 
 
     Wiregrass Master Gardeners were involved in two 
youth programs during the summer months. The first 
started in early June at Aunt Katie’s Community 
Garden, with MG Michael Jackson heading the 
project.  Children from Hawk-Houston Boys and Girls 
Club walked down to the garden on Wednesdays and 
were met by MGs.  Each week a different MG served 
as the teacher and other MGs as assistants. An hour 
program was followed by a chance to try something 
new to eat or drink. Trina Walker, Nutritional 
Extension Agent, prepared the treat each week. These 
treats included cantaloupe, chicken soup and even 
watermelon slush. The MG programs covered Plant 
Basics, Butterflies and Bees, Trees, Fruits and Nuts, 
Seeds, Container Gardening and Good Bugs/Bad Bugs. 
The programs were fun and the children enjoyed 
them. 
     The second program, Junior Master Gardeners, 
started in late June and was the held at Dothan Area 
Botanical Gardens. Nine students were involved in six 
classes for the Golden Ray Series covering Ecology and 
Environmental Horticulture. Walks into the garden to 
look for plants and animal life, as well as classroom 

instruction and other activities, rounded out this 
program.  
     In September we restarted our Lunch ‘n Learn 
program with the topic of Putting Your Garden to Bed.  
Our October topic is Fall Landscaping. 
     Our MGs worked very hard getting ready for the 
Fall Plant Sale at the Dothan Area Botanical Gardens.  

 

Glenda Heney and Cheryl Hatcher teach students the ba-
sics of container gardening at Aunt Katie’s Community 
Garden. Photo credits: Unknown MG 

Squash Out Extinction— 

Save Seeds 
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2016 AMGA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT: Jeanon Massien, Shelby  
VICE PRESIDENT: John Baker, Shoals 
SECRETARY: Cathy Canant, Shelby 
TREASURER: Roger Clarke, Jefferson 
 

BOARD MEMBERS AT LARGE 
TERM 2014-2017 
Ginny Holland, Cherokee 
Brenda Tapp, MGNA 
TERM 2015-2018 
Phil Gatlin, Cullman 
Dennis Pinkard, Lee 
Ann Vaughn, Morgan 
TERM 2016-2019 
Genie Schneider, Mobile 
Michael Thomason, Shoals 
 

2016 AMGA COMMITTEES 
COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE:  
Chair: Brenda Tapp,  
Cathy Canant, Ginny Holland 
NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE:  
Newsletter Editor: Patricia Peoples 
Copy Editor: Patricia Patty 
Proofreader: Carolyn Wade 
WEBSITE COMMITTEE: 
Webmaster: Rita Forrest 
John Baker, Phil Gatlin, Cathy Canant  
 

 

 

 

CONTINUING EDUCATION COMMITTEE: 
Chair: Kerry Smith 
 

CONFERENCE COMMITTEES: 
2017 Chair: Diane Campen 
2018 Regional  Chair: Kerry Smith   
2019 Co-Chairs: Pat Farmer, Sondra Henley 
 

ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE:  
Chair: Cathy Canant 
Dennis Pinkard 
 

FUND RAISING COMMITTEE:  
Chair: Ann Vaughn 
Carolyn Wade, Anita Buckley, Sondra Henley  
 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE:  
Chair: Mary Howe 
 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE:                      
Chair: Karin Carmichael,  
Myra Lassere, Phil Gatlin 
 

PROJECT FUNDING COMMITTEE:  
Chair: Phil Gatlin 
 

RECORDS AND RETENTION COMMITTEE: 
Chair: Michael Thomason 
 

STATE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE: 
Chair: John Baker 
Phil Gatlin, Ann Vaughn, Michael Thomason 
 
ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Chair: Glenda Gower 
 
 

WEBSITE INFO APPROVAL: 
Communication Committee, President and Vice President 

AMGA Website 

Alabamamg.org 


