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Fellow Master Gardeners: 
 This is a bittersweet  
message as it will be my last 
as your President.  By the 
time you will read this, I will 
have handed over the reins to 
the capable hands of Jeanon 
Massien at the AMGA       
Conference in Cullman. I 
have enjoyed serving you 

 for the past two years and sincerely thank  
all of you who have helped me during this 
time.  I will remain active with AMGA and plan 
to do more at my local level as well. My home 
garden is calling for some much needed at-
tention and I hope the weather allows me 
some time out there. 
       

    Dottye Pierce 

TEKKIES NEEDED                                  BY JEANON MASSIEN 

Calling all Tekkies! 
   AMGA needs your 
help!  By now, I hope you have 
seen the new AMGA website.     
If not please take a look at 
www.alabamamg.org.  As you 
know, volunteers come and go 
and AMGA is without a webmas-
ter.  Currently the site is being 
managed by a committee of 
Board Members. We have ques-
tions!  We have needs!  We have 
wants!  I know there are Tekkies 

out there among our volunteer 
ranks qualified to help us.   
 I am forming a new 
Board Committee that will be 
known as the Tech Squad.  This 
group will be charged with as-
sessing where we are, what we 
need, working with our current 
website host to develop an    
action plan and make a recom-
mendation to the AMGA Board 
of Directors.  
 I urge you to consider 
my call for your valuable        

assistance as we strive to     
provide our membership the 
best website possible.  If you 
have questions…I’m an email 
away.  If you can serve your  
organization in a time of need…
send your contact information 
to:   Nauzer1@att.net  
   I look forward to the 
coming year serving as your 
president and working with and 
for you.      
  Jeanon 

  PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE                        By:  Jeanon Massien 

Departing Thoughts from Dottye Pierce 

Happy Spring 

my friends!  

Wow!  What a 

great state 

conference!  

Kudos to the 

Blount/

Cullman Con-

ference Com-

mittee and to everyone who 

had a part in making it so suc-

cessful. Great speakers, great 

food, and wonderful friendly 

atmosphere! Thank You! 

    

 Check out the new    

AMGA Website at 

www.alabamamg.org.  It’s still a 

work in progress, so send us 

your comments and sugges-

tions. It’s YOUR website!  My 

thanks to John Baker, Phil   

Gatlin, Cathy Canant and 

Kathie Bass for their call to  

action and work on this         

unexpected project. 

  

 I know Master Garden-

ers across this state are busy 

preparing for spring plant 

sales. A list of plant sales 

around the state can be found 

on the website.  Check it out, 

then check out the plants sales, 

and support your fellow MGs.     

I appreciate the vote of confi-

dence by electing me your 

President. I am honored. I have 

great confidence in the current 

AMGA Board of Directors.    

Together we pledge to continue 

to work in the best interest of 

your organization.  Happy     

Travels down your Garden 

Path!      

   Jeanon  

http://www.alabamamg.org
mailto:Nauzer1@att.net
http://www.alabamamg.org
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 Invasion of the Ants                                             By Kerry Smith 

 We’ve all learned to 
hate fire ants across the south-
eastern US.  Fire ant stings are 
very painful. They also cause 
major problems for wildlife, 
livestock, electrical housing, 
and even to plants on occa-
sion. 
 Well, this story isn’t 
rehashing what you already 

know, but I will remind you that the warm, sunny days 
of spring are the best times for spreading fire ant baits.  
These may take a little longer to work, but are most ef-
fective for season-long control.  So what is the point 
here?.....  We have a new pest in town; actually, sus-
pected to be in town.  My personal hope is that it’s a 
long time in coming, but you should be on the watch 
and report suspicious activity to your Extension Agent 
if you see this invader.   
 The Tawny Crazy Ant, also known as Raspber-
ry Crazy Ant, first made an appearance in Florida 15 to 
20 years ago.  It’s now documented in Georgia, Florida, 
Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas.  Its biggest 
media sensation came in 2002 from Houston, Texas 
discoveries.  The one known Ala-
bama location is extremely isolated.  
The concern is not that it will spread 
from there, but that moving items 
(especially things that hold water/
moisture) from infested areas will 
bring them to new parts of our state.   
 Tawny crazy ants get their 
name from their erratic, zigzag 
movements.  Crazy ants are much 
smaller than fire ants---about 1/8 inch long.  Fire ants 
make noticeable mounds, while crazy ants hide under 
debris and have much larger numbers per colony.  They 
are causing serious disruptions to dwellings, native 
wildlife, livestock, and even plants. 
 This is a story with extremely mixed news.  
Good news first: tawny crazy ants do not have stingers. 

They can bite, but the pain is minimal and quickly 
fades. The bad news: these ants cover large areas with 
an enormous colony.  One documented “nest” con-
tained 16,000 workers, several queens stretched among 
multiple, neighboring nest sites, and foraging ants no-
ticed 100s of yards away from their nests.  As with oth-
er ants, they can invade everything from electronics to 
your landscape, or your house.  Where found, the popu-
lation of scale and other sap sucking insects is exag-
gerated due to the ants farming the other insects.  They 
also enjoy the sweetness of some flowers, over-ripe 
fruit, and honeybee hives. 
 Unfortunately, many of the current pesticides 

used for other ants have little ef-
fect on tawny crazy ant because 
of their colony sizes.  Prevention 
is the best line of defense.  Any-
thing that collects or holds mois-
ture is a potential site for coloni-
zation.  Inspect mulch before 
spreading it near the house.  
Whenever you travel to other 
states, avoid bringing back potted 

plants and other moisture holding containers unless 
you’ve THOROUGHLY inspected them.  Their primary 
means of mass movement is via human activity.   
 Where tawny crazy ants are established in Tex-
as, folks are quoted as saying, “I want my fire ants 
back.”  Please be alert. 
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   AMGA Endowment Fund                             By Jeanon  Massien 

 The Advisory Council 
met on February 3, 2015, in 
Clanton with a very large 
group in attendance.  Reports 
were given on the last Board 
of Directors meeting, a pro-
posed Standard Operating 
Procedures review, and the 
upcoming Fall Seminar (to be 
held in Chilton County).  The 
question/discussion portion 
of the meeting proved to be 
quite lively.  Several different 
questions were asked con-
cerning how hours should be 
counted in the Reach for the 
Stars Award program in vari-

ous situations.  The examples 
and associated answers were 
discussed.  This discussion 
continued via email between 
AC members and members of 
the Board in the weeks follow-
ing the meeting.  As a result 
of this discussion, the Board 
will be composing clearer 
guidelines for associations to 
follow when applying for state 
awards. A second discussion 
topic - how and where to ob-
tain speakers for association 
meetings - was put forward.  
Kathie Bass, AMGA Fundrais-
ing Chair, has offered to pre-

pare a list of recommended 
speakers if associations 
would send speaker infor-
mation to her.  Finally, a 
statewide plant sale list has 
recently been compiled and 
distributed because so many 
plant sales are held in the 
Spring.  The listing was pro-
vided to each association as 
information and to encourage 
cross-participation with oth-
ers.  The next Advisory Coun-
cil meeting will be held on 

May 5, 2015, in Clanton. 

  

AC GROUP                                                          By Ginny Holland 

 The following is a recap of 
the report to the membership at 
the Annual Business meeting in 
Cullman. 
Accounting Period:   
 Conference 2014 to     
Conference 2015.   
Associations contributing:   

 Capital City  

 St. Clair County 

 DeKalb County 

 Autauga County  

 Limestone County 

 Marshall  County  

 Walker County  

 MGNA 

 Chilton County 

 Mobile County 

 The Shoals MG  
 
Total Contributed from Local    
Organizations:  $ 8,508 
 
AMGA Contributions:  $2,151.44 

Memorial Contributions from     
Individuals:  $125.00 
 
Car Tag Sales:  $310.00 
 
Total Contributed to the Under-
graduate Endowment:  $11,094.44 
 
3/15/2015 Book Value of the    
Undergraduate Endowment:  
$99,456.92   ($543.08 short of 
$100,000 goal) 
 During the Business Meet-
ing on Tuesday, East Central Ala-
bama present us with a check for 
$750.00 which completes our goal 
of $100,000 for the Undergraduate 
Endowment. 
   At the Board Meeting on 
Wednesday, the Graduate Student 
Endowment contract between  
Auburn University and AMGA was 
signed.  Central Alabama Master 
Gardeners presented a check for 
$1,000 on Tuesday and this mon-

ey, with the $1,460 from the     
auction of the Auburn Historical 
Pictures and the two sets of Iron 
Bowl tickets (including reserved 
parking and the AU Tailgate party), 
will be deposited to the Graduate 
Student Endowment, along with 
AMGA’s initial contribution of 
$10,000.  Our requirement for  
endowing this fund is $30,000.  
We are nearly half way there.   
 I am pleased to name 
Cathy Canant as Chairperson of 
the Endowment Committee.  She 
has been involved and dedicated 
to the continued advancement of 
our Endowment for as long as I.     
I know Cathy will continue our 
good work and please support her 
efforts, just as you have mine.  
Together, we are making a differ-
ence!    
  Jeanon 
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Membership                                                          By John Baker 

 At the end of 2014 there 
were 2053 dues-paying and life-
time members in the AMGA.  As 
of 3/22/2015 we have 1811 dues-
paying and lifetime members (17 
more members than this date 
last year).  However, according 
to the Dues Tracker Data Base 
there are 1900 members report-
ed.  I would ask the Membership 
Chair of each organization to 
check their number of reported 
members against the number of 
members for whom they have 
paid AMGA dues and then to 

bring the numbers into align-
ment.  When listing lifetime 
members, I am only able to 
count lifetime members who  
became such this year.  One of 
the problems in our Data Base is 
that I have no record of past life-
time members who were either 
awarded the membership or paid 
for it.  I would like to ask either 
the President or Membership 
Chairman of each local organiza-
tion to e-mail me a list of your 
AMGA Lifetime Members so that 
I can bring the AMGA records up 

to date.  I only need the AMGA 
Lifetime Members.  If you don’t 
have any, I need to know that 

also.   
 Please send your list of 
members to me: John Baker at 
baker140@comcast.net  I would 
greatly appreciate your help in 
order to complete this record 
update in a timely manner .  
Thank you for your help and 

support.  
   John    

BOARD HIGHLIGHTS                                       By Brenda Tapp 

 The AMGA Board of   
Directors met in Cullman on 
March 25, immediately following 

the 2015 AMGA Conference.  

 AMGA President, 
Jeanon Massien, welcomed the 
board and extended congratula-
tions and thanks to the Blount 
and Cullman MGs on their excel-
lent job with the conference. 
She also discussed the status  
of the AMGA Endowment at  
Auburn University. Then she 
and Mark Wilton of Auburn 
signed the agreement for the 
new AMGA Graduate Student 
Endowment, and the initial 
check to establish the endow-

ment was presented to Wilton.  

Conference Reports: 

 There were approximately 

375 attendees at the 2015  

Conference, and a record $5,700 
was raised by the silent auction. 
Response to the new all inclu-
sive registration fee was very 

positive.   

The 2016 Conference, Sculpting 

the Garden, — scheduled for 
May 12-14, 2016, in Dothan is 

progressing on schedule.   

The dates for the 2017 Confer-
ence, Garden Heritage, are May 
1-3,  2017. The conference will 
be  held at the Huntsville       
Botanical  Garden and  the    

Jackson Center in Huntsville.  

Plans for the 2018 Regional 
Conference are still in the       

discussion stage.  

Committee Reports: 

 The Awards Committee   
reported that changes will 
be made to the Guidelines 
for calculating hours for   
the  Reach for the Stars  

program.  

 The Communications    
Committee presented      
recommended modifications 
for calculating hours for   
the Reach for the Stars   
program, and changes   

were approved. 

 The Membership Committee 
reported that there is a    

discrepancy in number of  
members reported (1,900) 
and number of dues-paying 
members (1,811).  Local   
associations need to double 
check records and send in 
any corrections as soon as 

possible.  

 The Continuing Education 
Committee reported that   
the 2015 AMGA Fall Seminar  
will be held at the Clanton 
Conference & Performing 
Arts Center, on September 

9, 2015.  

 AMGA has a new web-
site — same address 
(alabamamg.org) but a new, 
friendlier format. Check it out if 
you haven’t  already done so.  A 
Tech  Squad is being created to      

assist with the site. 

 

mailto:baker140@comcast.net
alabamamg.org
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ORGANIZATION  Category 
 
Better Than Rocks  Donor Caladium 

Espoma   Donor Caladium 

Lee Valley Tools  Donor Caladium 

Milorganite   Donor Caladium 

Niche Gardens   Donor Caladium 

Osmocote   Donor Caladium 

Proven Winners Donor   Donor Caladium 

Renee's Gardens  Donor Caladium 

Retriever Soapworks  Donor Caladium 

Alabama Farmers Cooperative Donor Impatiens 

Aldridge Gardens  Donor Impatiens 

Better Than Rocks  Donor Impatiens 

Beyond the Garden Gate Donor Impatiens 

Black Gold Compost  Donor Impatiens 

Bonnie Plants   Donor Impatiens 

Color Wheel Company  Donor Impatiens 

David Austin Roses  Donor Impatiens 

Espoma   Donor Impatiens 

Huntsville Botanical Gardens Donor Impatiens 

Karen Reed   Donor Impatiens 

Niche Gardens   Donor Impatiens 

Osmocote   Donor Impatiens 

PDSI (So Liv Plant & Encore Az)     Donor Impatiens 

Petals from the Past  Donor Impatiens 

Red Headed Stepchild Salon Donor Impatiens 

Scotts Miracle Gro  Donor Impatiens 

Smart Pots   Donor Impatiens 

Southern Living   Donor Impatiens 

Sungro Horticulture  Donor Impatiens 

Tree World   Donor Impatiens 

Black Gold Compost  Sponsor Dogwood 

Alabama Farmers Cooperative Sponsor Hickory 

Be sure to check out the following Companies 
 who generously donated to our 2015 Conference 

ORGANIZATION  Category 
 
Alabama Farmers Federation (Alfa)  Sponsor Hickory 

Bonnie Plants   Donor Impatiens 

Color Wheel Company  Donor Impatiens 

David Austin Roses  Donor Impatiens 

Espoma   Donor Impatiens 

Huntsville Botanical Gardens Donor Impatiens 

Karen Reed   Donor Impatiens 

Niche Gardens   Donor Impatiens 

Osmocote   Donor Impatiens 

PDSI (So Liv Plant & Encore Az)     Donor Impatiens 

Petals from the Past  Donor Impatiens 

Red Headed Stepchild Salon Donor Impatiens 

Scotts Miracle Gro  Donor Impatiens 

Smart Pots   Donor Impatiens 

Southern Living   Donor Impatiens 

Sungro Horticulture  Donor Impatiens 

Tree World   Donor Impatiens 

Black Gold Compost  Sponsor Dogwood 

Alabama Farmers Cooperative Sponsor Hickory 

Alabama Farmers Federation (Alfa)  Sponsor Hickory 

Bonnie Plants           Sponsor Hickory  
Bellingrath Garden                      Sponsor Oakleaf  
    Hydrangea 

Eagles Roost   Vendor Azalea 

Fern Ridge Farms  Vendor Azalea 

Florian Tool   Vendor Azalea 

Beyond the Garden Gate Vendor Camellia 

Hart Plant Hole Diggers  Vendor Camellia 

Retriever Soapworks  Vendor Camellia 

Rusty Birds   Vendor Camellia 

Sparkle and Shine  Vendor Camellia 

AMGA AWARDS PROGRAM                By Jane Trawick 

 The caption says it all; 
WOW AMGA Awards in Cull-
man.  I am pleased to report to 
you we had an outstanding sub-
mission for the various awards 
this year and each of the associ-
ations that took the time to sub-
mit are to be congratulated.   
 It is always a daunting 
task for the Awards Committee 

members to judge these nomi-
nations and only select one as a 
winner!  This committee includ-
ed Tanys Waldron (Baldwin), 
Andria Cummings (MGNA), 
Jeanon Massien (Shelby), Patti 
Householder (Lee), Dottye 
Pierce (MGNA), Dianne Sellers 
(Mobile), and Jane Trawick.  
 During the morning 

Business Meeting, the following 
awards were presented: 

TOP HOURS OF THE YEAR  
and two categories for OUT-

STANDING NEWSLETTERS . 
Lamar Glover of Wiregrass for 
Top Hours Of The Year with 
1,188 reported hours for 2014. 

 
(Continued on page 7) 
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AMGA AWARDS PROGRAM                By Jane Trawick 

On Novem-
ber 19, 
2014, the 
world lost a 
great gar-
dener and 
leader with 
the passing 
of Master 
Gardener 
Dot Saun-
ders. Dot         
played a  
significant       

 role in the establishment of 
AMGA in the early 90s.  Dot and her 
husband, Bob, both retired teachers 
came to North Alabama to be near their 
son and settled on a 38-acre farm on 
Brindlee Mountain in North Alabama. 
 Taking the MG Class in Madi-

son County in 1992, Dot immediately 
became involved in building the foun-
dation for a state MG organization, now 
known as the Alabama Master Garden-
er Association.  She filled the unex-
pired term of the 3rd AMGA President 
and served as the 4th AMGA President, 
helping establish many of the policies 
and procedures that continue today. 
 She held many leadership 
positions in Master   Gardeners of 
North Alabama (MGNA), including  
serving  as Program Chair for the    
1999 State Master Gardener Confer-
ence.  At the same time, she was    
serving in leadership positions with the 
Huntsville Botanical Garden’s Garden 
Guild, including President. She started 
the wheels turning to buy a used green-
house to grow plants for the Guild’s 
Spring Plant Sale.  This greenhouse 

now bears her name, “Dot’s Green-
house. 
 Dot and her daughter’s family 
retired to Gulf Shores in 2005 and lived 
on the banks of the Bon Secour River 
until her death.  In April 2014, while on 
a trip to Point Clear, I had the oppor-
tunity to visit with Dot and see her 
downsized garden, where she watched 
beautiful sunsets over the river in her 
second retirement. 
 Those of us who had the   
opportunity to work alongside her in 
those 13 years will always remember 
her ability to get the best out of fellow 
volunteers, which is so characteristic 
of an outstanding and loving teacher.  
RIP,  Dot. 
   
  By Jean Lee 

(Continued from page 6) 

 
The OUTSTANDING NEWSLET-
TER for associations with 60 or 
fewer members: DIRTY DIGS,      
Anthony Yarbrough, Editor, sub-
mitted by Autauga County Master 
Gardeners.   
  OUTSTANDING NEWS-
LETTER for associations with 61 
or more members: The Dirt, Alice 
Marty, Editor, submitted by Mobile 
County Master Gardeners. 
 Both newsletter awards 
included a $100 check from      
AMGA. 
 REACH FOR THE STARS 
awards were distributed and     
recipients of advanced Stars will 
be in the next edition of Pathways. 
 During the evening ban-
quet, the following awards were 
presented:   
 THE JEAN LEE LIFE-

TIME HOURS AWARD:   
 

Reporting the most volunteer 
hours since completing the Master 
Gardener class and attaining    
certification in the Master Garden-
er Program was Sybil Burnett of   
Mobile County Master Gardeners, 
with 8,522.5 hours reported 
through 2014. She also was 
awarded a Lifetime Membership  
in AMGA. 

 THE GARY MURRAY 
OUTSTANDING SERVICE AND 
DEDICATION AWARD: The Gary 
Murray Outstanding Service and 
Dedication Award Requirements 
are ascribed  on the AMGA web-
site as follows: “Outstanding lead-
ership, service and dedication in 
providing superior educational  
programs to Master Gardeners, 
teaching intern  classes, speaking 
at AMGA  conferences and other 
support and service to Master  
Gardeners either by a Regional 
Extension Agent or other individu-
als.”  The recipient was Regional    

Extension Agent James Miles, 
whose name was submitted by 
Mobile County Master Gardeners. 
 The 2014 nominees for 
the MARY LOU McNABB – Out-
standing Master Gardener of the 
Year Award were Gene Sellier, 
(Baldwin), Karin Carmichael 
(Capital City), Andria Cummings 
(MGNA), Judy Stout (Mobile) and 
Kathleen Hillis (Shoals).  The   
recipient was Karin Carmichael, 
submitted by Capital City Master 
Gardeners.  Since completion of 
the intern program Karin has    
continually distinguished herself 
and the association. With each 
succeeding year her contributions 
have increased, earning her the 
reputation for unfailing leadership, 
initiative and hands-on participa-
tion, both locally and the state  
level.   

  In Memory of AMGA Past President Dot Saunders 



 

1.  Autauga County MGA     By Nancy Waggoner 
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 Encouraged by the success 
of the four Lunch and Learn Ses-
sions held by ACMGA in 2014, 
these monthly hour-long mini cours-
es, open to the public, will have 
stretched from February through 
November - ten in all - by the end of 
2015.  An eclectic but relevant mix 
of topics from monthly garden tasks 
to holiday decorating will have been 
offered.  Held at Christ Lutheran 
Church in Prattville, the first two 
sessions of the year featured Linda 
Griebel of Central Alabama Master 
Gardener Association, whose 
presentation was titled “Monthly 

Garden Tasks at a Glance,” and our 
own Intern Don Armstrong who 
shared his considerable experienc-
es in plant propagation.  We look 
forward to more Lunch and Learn 
sessions - little gems of concentrat-
ed knowledge for experienced and 
novice gardeners alike! 
 Volunteerism is alive and 
well in the ACMGA. Twelve ACMGA 
members were eligible for bronze, 
silver and gold stars for 2014.     
Advanced badge and special award 
winners will be announced and 
awarded at the AMGA State Confer-
ence this month.  We are proud of 
the fact that, despite the relatively 
small size of ACMGA, it frequently 
appears in the list of top ten coun-
ties in Alabama for number of     
volunteer hours.   
 Vice President Ann Fuller 
rounded up an excellent array of 
speakers for the first three meetings 
of the year.  In January, Tommy 
Pratt, coordinator of the Autauga 
Bluebird Trail, updated our group on 
the successes and challeng-
es of monitoring and foster-
ing blue bird nesting and 
population growth.  Ken 
Moore, an Elmore County 
Master Gardener and bee-
keeper, shared his expertise 
on the subject of bees at our 
February meeting.   The na-
ture of purple martins, their 
migration and nesting pat-
terns was the subject of Mike 
Lamar’s March presentation.  
Mike’s family has been en-
thusiastically providing hous-
ing for purple martins for genera-
tions.  
 ACMGA recognizes mem-
bers who demonstrate exceptional 
or exemplary effort in some task 
related to an association related 
project.  Each month, a member 
receives either a Hummingbird 
Award badge with a small, pewter 
hummingbird pin or, for someone 
receiving the award for the second 
time, a special, personalized book-

mark.  In our active organization, it 
is never difficult to identify and spot-
light someone whose work has 
been outstanding!  In January, Shari 
McCandless received the award for 
organizing the successful work day 
in Prattvillage Garden in December.  
February’s award went to Pam Ol-
son, Volunteer Hours Coordinator, 
who diligently keeps meticulous rec-
ords of our volunteer hours - gently 
goading and prodding us when we 
need reminders to keep track of our 
work so that evidence might be rec-
ognized in the “Reach for the Stars” 
program.  She has also faithfully 
served as AMGA Advisory Council 
Representative.  Anthony Yar-
brough received the award for 
March for consistently publishing 
our ACMGA newsletter “Dirty Digs”.   
Every month Anthony provides us 
with a colorful, attractive publication 
full of news about our association, 
gardening topics, photos of our as-
sociation happenings and reminders 
of events.   

 All three Hummingbird Award recip-
ients are second-time winners! 
 On February 23rd, mem-
bers of ACMGA handed out tree 
seedlings at the annual Prattville 
Arbor Day.  Several high school 
classes visited and were given 
seedlings.  Our Pam Olson gave a 
talk on planting, pruning and the 
care of trees. 
 ACMGA is preparing for its 
annual plant sale on April 25th. 
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 The following was written by 
Jim and Pat Greer who have been in-
volved with the Longleaf Pine Project, 
Irrigation Project, and watched the Monu-
ment Project come to ‘life’.  They do jus-
tice in writing about this that I would 
never understand from just the pictures. 
Most pictures were taken by Tad Arnold, 
husband of MG Sherry Arnold. 

 The Weeks Bay Arboretum area 
was once again the scene of much im-
portant activity during Fall, 2014 when 
BCMG volunteers completed two major 
projects. An automatic irrigation system 
was installed to water the plants dis-
played in the Plant Sale area. Concurrent 
with this endeavor a second project was 
undertaken to create two new flower 
beds. Over the years plants left over 
from plant sales had been planted in the 

area adjacent to the pond that abuts the 
plant sale area. At Fred Nation’s request, 
we began work on a flower bed, which 
ultimately runs along the edge of the 
pond for virtually the entire length of the 
Plant Sale area.  
 A plan had been in the works 
for some time to create a monument to 
call attention to the entry to the Weeks 

Bay Arboretum. We were 
fortunate to have among us 
Carl Floyd whose wife, Gail, 
is a Master Gardener.  Carl 
is a retired educator and 
sculptor. He agreed to cre-
ate the monument, donating 
his time, tools, considerable 
talent and lots of hard work 
to make it happen. The up-
shot is that there now is a 
suitably imposing and im-
pressive marker for the 
Arboretum that commands 
attention from anyone who 

comes within sight of it.  
 The location of the monument 
near the plant sale area naturally evoked 
visions of a nice little flower bed, which 
would both complement the monument 
and provide a medium in which to dis-
play plantings of the plants typically 
offered for sale at the Plant Sales. Julian 
Walthal took on the task of planning both 
the pond bed mentioned above and the 
monument bed. What evolved from this 

effort was a 
very attractive 
and impressive 
flower bed, 
complete with a 
meandering 
footpath which 
allows visitors 
to walk very 
near the front 
of the entire 
monument. The 
bed is high-
lighted by a 
border of at-
tractive rectan-
gular stones. 
The footpath is 
made of the 

same stones, laid out in stepping stone 
fashion. 
The pond and monument beds were in-
cluded in the irrigation project, so there 
should be few concerns going forward 
relative to drought or dry weather condi-
tions. Each bed is on its own watering 
zone controlled by individual control 
valves.  
 These projects were completed 
shortly after the Fall Plant Sale, and hav-
ing done with those it was time to ad-
dress or attention once again to the 
Longleaf Pine seedlings. After the con-
trolled burn last spring (2014), and an 
amply wet year the vegetative growth 
was considerable. We once again en-
countered some difficulty at first in locat-
ing the young pines. We  rallied to the 
challenge and once we taught ourselves 
(again!) how to distinguish them from 
several clump grass forms, which to the 
casual observer look identical, we suc-
ceeded in finding all that have survived 
to date. More and more of the seedlings 
are nearing the point at which Longleaf 
Pines exhibit a rapid period of growth 
which culminates in what is commonly 
known as the candle stage. Nature and 
evolution have programmed the Pines to 
grow in this manner in order to get the 
plants bud above the low fire zone. A few 
have evidently already entered that stage 
of growth. 
  Upon examination of the entire 
area it was determined (by Fred Nation) 
that due to the prolific growth of the 
many woody plants that it is desirable   
to conduct another cleanup to lop them 
off and spray them with a lethal herbi-
cide. We will be organizing the volun-
teers for this project into teams made   
up of loppers and sprayers.  As you  
experienced weed fighters know it is 
necessary to apply the herbicide        
immediately after the plant is cut to   
ensure maximum absorption of the    
poison. Volunteers recently met at the 
Arboretum in March to do battle with the 
brush. This is all that is planned as of the 
Spring issue of Garden Pathways.  

2. Baldwin County MGA                         By Frieda  Romanchuk 

From left: Jim Greer, Don Ouellette, Gary Wallace, and John 

Kitch installing the irrigation system at Week's Bay. 

Carl Floyd, spouse of MG Gail Floyd.  He is the sculptor. 
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 Although the weather here has been gray, cold, 
and wet in the first quarter of the New Year, we have not let 
the dreary weather dampen our spirits or our involvement in 
area projects.  
  Seventeen enthusiastic interns began the 2015 
training class in January. Many of them have already begun 
working on local projects.  
   We met for our regular monthly meeting the sec-
ond week in January. Two local photographers gave a beau-
tiful program on the flowers of Costa Rica, also sharing 
their tips for taking good pictures. 
Hayes Jackson gave our February pro-
gram providing information about his 
favorite nurseries locally and out of 
town. We were all ready to head out to 
shop. Doyal Keasel spoke to us in 
March about “Alabama Birds and Bird-
ing Trails.” 
  Master Gardeners who volun-
teer at the Tree Amigos MG Horticultur-
al Program and   at Longleaf Botanical 
Gardens have been busy preparing for 
April plant sales.  The Tree   Amigos 
volunteers used  proceeds from their 
2014 plant sale to provide a holiday 
lunch complete with presents for the 
residents of Coosa Valley Attention 
Home where the program is located. 
  Cane Creek Community Gar-

dens, home of our MG Association, will be the site of April 
Earth Day field trips for more than a thousand local school 
children. Our MG members will be  on site to make sure the 
kids have a wonderful experience. Volunteers at Cane Creek 
will be building a bridge, removing a wall, and putting  up a 
new tool shed in anticipation of the summer gardening sea-
son.   
 We, like MGs all over the state, welcomed spring 

and the arrival of warm sunny days.  

Members of 2015 MG intern class 

5.  Calhoun County MGA                                 By Sherry Blanton 

3.  Barbour County MGA                                 

4.  Blount County MGA                                   By Sarah Pass 

 Isn’t it just the coolest thing 
to take a cutting or plant a seed and 
have the joy of watching for years as it 
grows and matures?  Blount County 
Master Gardeners have experienced a 
similar satisfaction in the production of 
our own Bethany O’Rear.  Bethany has 
gone from her early “playing in the 
dirt” to her current position with  
Jefferson County Extension where she 
teaches multitudes of 
people how to play.  It is 
always a privilege for 
our group to have Beth-
any as a guest present-
er.  She is shown here 
with Dan Porch who 

serves as both a co-worker and an 
encourager.  
 Sophia Head has served as 
editor and chief of the Blount County 
Master Gardener GROWING PAINS for 
many years. She worked continuously 
and effectively even as she faced ma-
jor personal medical challenges. She 
was honored at the March meeting and 
presented with a beautiful bouquet of 

flowers by Judy Ledbetter, 
current editor.  Judy credits 
Sophia with tremendous help 
with mastering the computer 
set-up of the program and with 
encouragement keep trying 
until perfection.  As BCMG’s, 

we honor both of these ladies for their 
great service of communication.  
Shown here: Left, Judy Ledbetter and 
Right, Sophia Head. 
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7.  Central Alabama MGA                                          By Iva  Haynie  

8.  Cheaha MGA                                                   By Debbie Masters 

9.  Cherokee County MGA                                       By Billy Tillery  

 The winter months didn't 
slow us down too much.  We 
kicked off the new year in Janu-
ary with a program reviewing the 
duties of the officers and chairs.  
Our Lunch and Learn programs 
continue to draw a good number 
of participants.  A program on 
Month by Month Gardening was 
presented in January by Maria 

Pacheco-West.   
 At our February meeting, 
Marilee Tankersley spoke on the  

Wetumpka Impact Center.    
Stars were awarded as follows:         
 

 3 bronze stars,  

 3 silver stars  

 3 gold stars;  

 2 gold badges 

 2 platinum badges.   
     

 Rhona Watson was      
presented her Advanced Master  
Gardener certificate for seed 

starting.   
 In March, Jim Davis will 
speak to us on Bees and Your      

Garden, focusing on pollinators. 
 Phil Easter, Jane Moblo-
ey, Jim Davis, Marie Updike and 
Linda Griebel all gave presenta-
tions to various groups.  We are 
fulfilling our mission of educat-

ing the public. 
 Work continues at the 
Governor's Mansion and in our 
learning gardens, and our master 
gardeners continue to volunteer 
at Lanark.                      
  We have already begun 
recruiting for our fall Master Gar-

dener Intern class.   
 Other upcoming events   

include:  

  Bonsai class on March 5,  

 The State Conference March 

23-25,  

 Floral Weekend at Lanark on 

April 11,  

 Earth Day public plant     
swap April 25, our annual 

fundraiser 

 Plant sale on May 2  

 Millbrook Farmers Market 

begins May 26.   
 Sign up has begun for the 

help line also. 
 "Work, work and never 
shirk, there is work for all to 

do..."  
 
  

 The Cherokee County Master Garden-
ers recently received Stars  for earning hours 
volunteering for special projects.  They have 
volunteered at Centre City Hall, Cherokee 
Rock Village, Post Office in Centre and 
Leesburg, Little League Baseball Field, City 

Park and other areas throughout the county.  
They have also volunteered 18,692.8 hours 
since 2009.  The Master Gardeners were       
organized in 2009 by Terry  Shackleford,  

County Extension Coordinator. 
  

ATTENTION PRESIDENTS, REPORTERS, AND BOARD MEMBERS: 
 Please send all Articles, Photos and Reports for  

Garden Pathways  to:  gardenpathways@roadrunner.com    

Please include name of the Association  
or report name in the subject line. 

Thank You, Ona Garwood - Editor Garden Pathways 

6. Capital City MGA                                              By Betsy Coley 

mailto:gardenpathways@roadrunner.com
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10.  Chilton County MGA                                             By Pat Farmer 

 Our as-
sociation has a 
theme for 2015:  
“The Year of 
the Members.”  
With this in 
mind, we had a 
short business 
meeting in Jan-
uary and had a 
time of fellow-
ship, laughter, 
and, of course, 

food.  Our program in February was All About 4-H, 
given by Joan McGriff of the Chilton County Exten-
sion Office.  We learned how as Master Gardeners 
we can assist in the 4-H program.  March’s pro-
gram will be given by one of our association mem-
bers, Rick Miller.  He will tell us about rooting and 

pruning. 
 In January we began our new CCMGA In-
tern Class.  Our classes began on January 14th 
and will end on April 8th.  This is the first year that 
Sondra Henley and I (co-facilitators) have had to 
cancel and reschedule a class because of bad 
weather.  Thankfully, our speaker graciously con-
sented to give his program at a later date! Many 
thanks to Dr. Dan Jones who teaches Plant Physi-

ology. 
 Our Demonstration Garden Redesign Com-
mittee is hard at work finishing the shade garden 

and installing electricity and water.  There is much 
left to do, but it will be a wonderful place for visit-
ing and learning about gardening when complet-

ed! 
 Several of our members recently braved 
the cold and rain to tour Wright’s Nursery and 
Greenhouse in Plantersville.  This is a family 
owned wholesale nursery that is a state of the art 
facility with much automation.  It was a fun and 

informative time. 
 Our association has been given the honor 
of hosting the Alabama Master Gardener Associa-
tion’s 2015 Fall Seminar on September 9th.   We 
have formed a Steering Committee and are so ex-
cited about planning the event.  We hope to see 

you there, so Save the Date! 

11.  CLAYBANK MGA                                      BY CAROLE BALL 
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12.  Coffee County MGA                                          By Price Tuley 

Greetings from LA 
(lower Alabama). The 
Coffee County Mas-
ter Gardner Organi-
zation has shifted 
into high gear and is 
prepared for the best 
year ever. At the time 
of this post, we are in 

the middle of the “Ask the Master Gard-
ner “program presented every Saturday 
at the Lowe’s store in Enterprise. Turnout 
of our members is excellent and the big-
gest problem has been finding 
chairs to seat everyone.  
 At the AMGA  Annual 
Conference our CCMGA was  
presented with a grant for the 
“Elba Giving Garden” and will  
be used to purchase soil for the 
seven new raised beds bringing 
the total up to fourteen raised 
beds and a recently completed 
tunnel house which now has 
plants growing in it. This week-
end (March 17) high school 
students in the Rotary Interact 
Club will be directed and super-
vised by our members in the 
completion and planting of the 
seven new raised beds and 
tunnel house.  

 Organizational efforts are ongo-
ing for our plant sale in April. Which we 
hope to be able to use the newly built 
Farmers Market building in Enterprise.  It 
is really  impressive.  
 The first organizational meeting 
is coming up for our Master Gardner 
Class which will be held this August. If 
the members of this class are as active   
as the members of our last class (mine), 
the future looks even more promising. It 
is really fun to be involved in an active 
and participating organization. The mem-

bers of the Coffee County MGA make my 
job easy.  
 While working in the garden this 
year planting flowers or, as in my case, 
planting veggies, take time to reflect and 
thank God for our blessings, our friends 
and family. And don’t forget the boys and 
girls in the military, police and fire depart-
ments protecting us and our way of life. I 
don’t think this can ever be said too many 
times.    
 Now go out there and get your 
hands dirty.                                               

13. Covington County MGA                                By Bonnie Reed 

14. Cullman County MGA                        By Jennifer Underwood 

 It was an honor and a pleasure 
to have co-hosted the Alabama Master 
Gardeners Association (AMGA) 25th 
Annual Master Gardeners Conference   
at the Cullman Civic Center on March   
23 - 25, 2015.  The CCMGA, along with 
our Blount County Master Gardener            
co-hosts, would like to extend our grati-
tude to all the attendees, speakers, ven-
dors, benefactors, Extension workers 
and volunteers who helped to make the 
three day event a success.   
 Our theme for this year’s con-
ference was “Gardening…Wow!!,” and 
with our stellar line-up of speakers and 
vendors, there was a lot to “wow” 
over.  About 380 attendees were        

delighted by the presentations of such 
speakers as Tovah Martin, Melinda My-
ers, Pat Stone, Fred Spicer, Carol Reese, 
R. Scott Duncan, Linda Askey and Hayes 
Jackson.  Numerous vendors, including   
Bonnie Plants, Alabama Farmers Co-op, 
Petals From the Past, Fern Ridge Farms, 
and Eagles Roost, provided inspiration 
for many gardening ventures.  
  We are pleased to report that 
our own Master Gardener President, Phil 
Gatlin, was newly inducted to the AMGA 
board.  Phil also served as the Master of 
Ceremonies during the conference.  
  In their free time, conference 
attendees toured our local Rain Garden 
as well as our local Demo Garden, which 

has won several Beautification Awards 
from the city.  With excellent weather, 
attendees were able to take in the sights 
of Cullman, including the historic      
district, Ave Mario Grotto and Weiss 
Cottage.   
 With the AMGA Conference 
now behind us, we’re looking ahead      
to the annual Bloomin’ Festival, which   
is our largest fundraiser for the 
year.   Wishing all of you a wonderful 
Spring, with the many blessings its 
bounty has to offer. 
  You can see more photos of  
the AMGA Conference by visiting our 
Facebook page, “Cullman County      
Master Gardeners.” 



 

15.  DeKalb County MGA                                      By Dawn Earley 
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16.  East Central Alabama MGA                          By Sheila Bolen 

   2015 has started off with a bang 
for East Central Alabama MGs.  Tuesday 
March 3rd, we attended a Seed Swap at 
Ava United Methodist Church in 
Wedowee and had a great time listening 
to the stories of how the seeds came to 
the families of those who so willingly 
shared them with us.  There are some 
pretty amazing seed stories out there!  
We all left with some really neat stories 
and equally interesting seeds to plant.   
 The 16th of March we will be 
welcoming 13 newly certified members 
with open arms.  We’re all looking for-
ward to 2015 and sharing lots of good 
times and hard work with them.  They 
have worked right along with us at all the 
projects we have going and have been 
spear-heading some of them.  They’re a 
GREAT group of Master Gardeners and 
we’re very pleased to have them in our 
membership. 
 Our MGs are staying very busy 
this early spring.  We have raised bed 

gardens at Wedowee Elementary and Jr. 
High School and Roanoke Elementary 
School where we are working with the 
students on a weekly basis – planting, 
weeding, harvesting and composting.   
At Rock Mills Jr. High in Rock Mills we 
are working with them on their Outdoor 

Classroom and planting strawberry 
plants with their Garden Club.  We are 
also helping the Head Start/Pre-K Center 
in Folsom build four raised beds for the 3
-4 year olds to plant at their school.  You 
can never start too early with teaching 
kids how to garden – be it flower, vegeta-
ble or trees!  In February a group of 12 
MGs and 3 volunteers met at Wedowee 
Elementary School and over a 3 day peri-

od they had dirt and gravel 
hauled in, built a retaining wall, 
leveled the ground with the dirt 
and covered it with gravel, add-
ed hand rails on the retaining 
wall and added potato baskets 
for spring planting, in addition 
to the 4 raised beds that were 
already there.  Dur-
ing a break, we 
went to the raised 
beds at the middle 
school right around 

the corner and 
worked up the beds 
for spring planting 
there.  It was a time 
full of hard work, 
great fellowship and 

lots of laughs.  This group 
works with the kids in the 
fall and again in the spring 
with planting and harvesting 
crops in the 4 raised beds there.  
Also in   February, we assisted 
with building 7 new raised beds 

for the Pre-K and Kindergarten classes at 
Knight Enloe Elementary School in Roa-
noke.  (Pictures from Wedowee Elemen-
tary School Workdays).   
 March brings more activities for 
us as we’re having a Draped Hypertufa 
workshop put on by two of our master 
gardeners that attended a workshop last 
fall and have been fine tuning their skills 
since then.  All of the attendees will 
make one pot to sell at our spring plant 
sale and then work on their personal 
choices.  April 25th will be our Spring 
Plant Sale, so for those of you in our 
area come on out and check out our of-
ferings! 
     

L to R – Dani Carroll, ACES Regional Agent, New Certified Master Gardeners –    

Michael Hammond, Marcia Houze, Valerie Morris, Crystal Walker, Linda Barnes, 

Wyoleen Sikes, Jessie Smith, Anna Hammond, not pictured – Susan Reynolds,        

Alyce Johnson, Michelle French, Andrew Warren, Brittany Garrett 

L to R – Tom and Elaine Harris, Wyoleen Sikes, 

Marcia Houze, Augie Sanchez, Jack Bolen, Vick-
ie Stapler, Martha Burnett, Sheila Bolen, Linda 
Barnes, Janie Bean, Ralph Sanchez, Sara Harris.  

Front Gary and Janet Smith. 

  Valerie Morris, Sheila and Jack Bolen, Ken 

and Judy Conaway, Ann Hammond, Vickie 

Stapler, Barry Morris 
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 Beginning in January, 
for five days each week, hard-
working crews of greenhouse 
workers have been planting 
approximately 5,000 vegetable 
seeds and vegetable seedlings, 
propagating and maintaining 
shrubs, trees, perennials, 
houseplants, tropical plants, 
and more, while maintaining a 
large building and 4 green-
houses, in preparation for the 
association’s annual fundrais-
er, the greenhouse sale in 

April.  
In January, the new 

slate of officers and board 
members that were elected in 
December began making deci-
sions and directing the associa-
tion’s path for the coming year. 
In an effort to encourage better 
attendance at monthly meet-
ings, the scheduled meeting 
time was changed temporarily, 
from a night-time dinner meet-
ings to a morning brunch meet-
ing. In March, a vote will be tak-
en to decide on a permanent 
meeting time for the remainder 

of the year. 
Master Gardeners have 

refurbished Etowah County’s 
demonstration garden, using 
funds received from an AMGA 

grant. The work team construct-
ed three new raised planting 
beds, filling them with a mixture 
of soil, in preparation for hands-
on vegetable planting classes 
this spring, which will be open 

to the general public. 
                At the Christmas meet-
ing in  December, association 
members brought gifts and do-
nations, for The Love Center, a 
local charitable organization 
that assists local people in 

need. 

                In another project, 
Master Gardeners refurbished 
existing planting beds at Gads-
den’s Walnut Park Elementary 
School, mixing and filling the 
beds with soil, for spring plant-

ing, by the students.  
                The association has a 
few remaining cookbooks for 
sale. So far, a total of $2,240 
has been earned from the 

cookbook fundraiser. 

17.  Etowah County MGA                                        By Carol Link 

 Master Gardeners plant approximately 

5,000 vegetables seeds and seedling, 

getting ready for the annual green-

house sale, on April 17th and 18th.  

Master gardeners construct 3 large 

raised beds in the Etowah County 

demonstration garden, which will be 

used as an outdoor classroom for 

new MG classes and for hands-on 

workshops for the general  public.  

18.  Fayette County MGA 

19.  Jackson County MGA                          By Elaine Brookshire 

Experience is the teacher of all things. 
Julius Caesar 
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After a 
seemingly endless 
struggle, it appears 
that winter is final-
ly weakening and 
is about to give in 
to spring. As we 
write this, daffodils 
are making us 
smile, forsythia 
and quince are  
reminding us  of 
their presence, 
and, for better or 
worse, Bradford 
pears are adding 
clouds of white to 
our landscape. The 
magnolia cousins, 
Star and Tulip, are providing a 
wonderful show at least for a few 
days. Early spring is glorious in  

Central Alabama!  

Jefferson County Master    
Gardeners have remained busy 
and productive despite the ups 
and downs of our fickle weather 
patterns. “Harvest for Health” 
remains a top community out-
reach project, as does work in 
“Grandmother’s Garden” at 
Sloss Furnace. This is a working 
recreation of a steelworker’s  
garden at historic Duncan 
House. You’ll hear more about 
this project at the conference in 
Cullman.    

 “Ask a Master Gardener” 
was a great success at the       
Birmingham Home and Garden 
Show.  More than 30 JCMGs 

manned a booth and field-
ed questions from more 
than 2500  attendees for 
the run of the show. It was 
exciting being an 
“advertised attraction” 
rather than merely a bro-
chure-pushing space fill-

er. 
Also on the information 

front, our Helpline team is 
now answering the toll-
free line for the entire 
state. 
This is 
excit-

ing and adds 
a new dimen-
sion to our 

endeavors.  
At our 

“Reach for 
the Stars” 
luncheon in 
February, 51 
hardworking 
members re-
ceived stars 
and the 
promise of badges reflect-

ing many hours of  

volunteer service. 
  Jefferson                
County Master 
Gardeners in 2014 
contributed more 
than 17,000 of the 
227,000 hours con-
tributed statewide. 
We’re especially 
proud of Linda 
Systrom and Nora 
O’Connor who 
added rubies to 
their jewelry and 
Fran Brandon who 
has earned an em-
erald. These hard-
working ladies are 

truly jewels in the Jefferson 

County crown. 
Drawing heavily on the 

Birmingham Botanical Gardens 
staff and our Extension agents, 
monthly programs have contin-

ued to be first rate.  
 We are looking forward  

to what the folks in Blount and   

Cullman Counties have in store 

for us. With visions of azaleas, 

dogwood and the promise of   

tomatoes, we eagerly look for-

ward getting outside and enjoy-

ing whatever Mother Nature has 

in store for us. 

20.  Jefferson County MGA                            By Fletcher Harvey 

Linda, Fran, and Nora 



 

 

21.   Lee County MGA                                           By  David Peterson 
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 This winter the Lee County 
Master Gardeners began two new 
educational programs involving 
youth in our communities. The 
first was a container gardening 
program presented to the Learn-
ing Clovers, 4-H Group on Febru-
ary 26, 2015 at Lakeview Baptist 
Church.  The 4-H leader is Marie 
Tennant, with co-leader Brenda 
French.  The group is part of the 
Home Schoolers at Lakeview Bap-
tist Church, with the 12 children of 

the Learning Clovers. 

 Colorful containers were 
planted with yellow pansies, pink 
dianthus, and blue violas. Note 
cards were made by the children 

and placed in the containers. 
 Once the containers were 
finished, the children took them to 
Monarch Estates Assisted Living 
(which happened to be next door 
to the church). They then dis-
cussed with the residents the type 
of plants used in the containers, 
whether they like sun or shade, 
and explained the importance of 

deadheading the plants 

to keep them blooming. 
 The second 
project involved donat-
ing native trees, and 
planting them (with the 
help of 3

rd
 graders) as 

part of the Master Gar-
dener’s beautification 
and educational pro-

gram. At Beauregard Elementary 
School on March 9

th
, two tulip 

poplars and one bald cypress 
were planted by Pamela Hoggart’s 
3

rd
 grade class. Master Gardeners 

Gene Galloway and Pat Giordano 
spoke to the class about how to 
care for the newly planted trees 
and explained the benefits of trees 

to people and animals. 
 The following week at  
Sanford Middle School, Master 
Gardeners Nancy Golson and   
Susan Price presented infor-
mation about the benefits of     
selecting native trees. Then the 
students of Gardening Club under 
the leadership of Andrew Click 
planted two sourwood trees and 

one bald cypress. 
 We hope to do more pro-
jects with students – after all they 
will be Master Gardners in the fu-

ture! 

22.  Limestone County MGA                                   By Joni Gruber  

23.  Marble Valley MGA 
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 One way to take some time off 
from gardening is to have 8 to 10 inch-
es of snow cover everything and then 
another inch or two of ice a week later.  
Most of us in the Master Gardeners of 
North Alabama were really looking for-
ward to the daffodils and Lenten Roses 
that bloomed as soon as all that snow 
and ice melted! 

 In spite of that, we have had 
very inspiring talks at our meeting in 
January on Purple Martins and Gourds 
by Weldon Vickery, in February on Ros-
es by our own Gigi Bullman, and on 
Organic Gardening by Richard Cleve in 
March.  Suzanne Kirkhuff has done an 
outstanding job getting us interesting 
speakers. 

 As usual we are also very 
busy getting ready for the Botanical 
Garden Plant Sale in April as well as 
our own plant sale, working with spe-
cial adults at the Senior Center, getting 
the Demonstration Vegetable Garden at 
the Botanical Garden started, working 
with students at Morris Elementary, a 
new class of 34 interns, workshops, 
attending the Florence Urban Forestry 
conference in the snow, and planning 
our trip to Cullman for the Master    
Gardener Conference. 

 Our big news is that MGNA is 
inviting all the Master Gardeners in 
Alabama to the 2017 Master Gardener 
Conference in Huntsville.  Plans are 
already underway and we are getting 

very excited about the excellent speak-
ers and facilities we have arranged.  
Plan to join us for another great confer-
ence. 

 So far this year we have  
sponsored workshops on “Color Your 
Garden,” “Roses,” “Home Landscape 
Design,” “Advanced Pruning,” and 
“Vegetable Gardening.”  All have been 
really well attended by both Master 
Gardeners and others. 

 A new year has begun and as 
you can see, we are excited and busy 
with all the projects we are doing.  
From our association to each of you, 
Happy New Year and Happy Gardening 
in 2015. 

25.  Master Gardeners of North Alabama       By Elouisa Stokes 

 The Marshall County Master 
Gardeners are really looking forward to 
spring. We have had our share of 
snow, ice, and rain, and we haven’t 
even gotten to the April Showers yet. 
We have no control over Mother Nature 
but feel certain that the months ahead 
will bring warmer weather so we can 
get outside and plant spring and sum-
mer flowers. 
 In January, we had our 
Awards program and had fun giving 
awards and stars to several of our 
members:  The “CASA Garden Mas-
ters” all received special awards for 
their efforts in the garden. These     
Garden Masters are: George Darling, 
Ingrid Gibson, Joyce Kirkpatrick,    
Carroll Nicholas, Judy McMurry,      
Annette Swartzlander, and JD Swartz-
lander. A few of our new class mem-
bers also joined them in the garden 
and no doubt, as soon as the soil dries 
out some all of them will begin prepar-
ing the garden for new crops.  
 Other members receiving 
awards included:  John Penny, who   

received the Rookie Award; George   
Darling received the Going for the Gold 
Award; and Sue Walters, our president, 
received the Gold Digger Award.  This 
year’s Leadership Award went to Judy 
McMurry who leads us by lending a 
helping hand wherever she is needed. 
In addition to other volunteer projects 
she has worked, she represented our 
group and spoke before the county 
officials explaining what the Alabama 
Master Gardeners program does for the 
community and the state.   “A Job Well 
Done” Award went to EV Hild who is 
the editor of our county newsletter and 
has volunteered for several projects. 
She demonstrates the spirit of a true 
Master Gardener.  
 Several stars were given out 
to members who well deserved them. 
We congratulated four members who 
will receive their Platinum Badges this 
year: Betty Cofield, Jenny Estes, Joyce 
Kirkpatrick and Linda Widner; and two 
members who will receive their Gold 
Badges: Wilma Tanner and Sue Wal-
ters. We are looking forward to attend-

ing the at the state conference in Cull-
man at the end of March where these 
members will receive their badges.  
 We also presented a gift  to 
our outgoing Treasurer, Cecilia Pullen. 
We appreciate her dedication for serv-
ing the past two terms in office. She 
did a terrific job keeping our records in   
order. We also appreciate Joyce Kirk-
patrick for volunteering to be our new 
Treasurer.   
 We had to cancel our Febru-
ary meeting due to inclement weather 
but are looking forward to our March 
meeting to learn more about seed sav-
ing. Our meetings are on the 3rd Tues-
day of each month. Please come and 
join us if you are in the area. At our 
March meeting we will focus on our 
upcoming plant sale. Our sale is April 
18th beginning at 8 am till noon at the 
Wallace Pavilion located on Lurleen B. 
Wallace Drive at Guntersville Lake. We 
would love to see you there. 
 

24.  Marshall County MGA                              By  Linda Widner  
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26.  Mobile County MGA                             By Harold Bolton 

The Master Gardeners finished 2014, 
with a successful greenery sale, on December 
5 and 6, that resulted in an all-time high for 
funds for our year-long educational activities. 
On January 8, Brenda Bolton and Jan Tanner 
hosted a greenery after-sale luncheon at the 
Jon Archer Center for Master Gardeners who 
worked in specific leadership roles for the sale 
for the purpose of giving feedback to the new 
chair. We had a wonderful turnout for the an-
nual Master Gardener Awards Dinner at the 
Mobile Botanical Gardens, on December 7

th
. 

Jane Trawick and Brenda Bolton were named 
Master Gardeners of the year, and Jan Tanner 

was named Rookie of the year. 

During this first quarter, Master Gar-
deners in Mobile have enjoyed a variety of in-
formative monthly meetings and “Lunch and 
Learn” topics: January, Chef Abba Mayah 
“Healthy Mediterranean Vegetable Prepara-
tion;” Extension Agent Ellen Huckabay “Hyper 
tufa For Beginners;” February, Nita Crandall 
“Tuscan Herb Culture;” Paula Pettis, Prissy 
Pots Landscape in Gulfport, Mississippi, 
“Container Gardening;” March, Melissa Phil-
lips, “Orchid plant care and culture;”  Mary Jo 

Broussard, “Front Door Gardens.”  

Our 2015 Seminar, featuring guest 
speakers Dr. William C. Welch and Chris 
Weisinger speaking on Southern Heritage   
Perennials and Bulbs, was a rousing success. 
There were 122 attendees.   A Silent Auction 
was held, and President Brenda Bolton stated 
that due to the success of the Silent Auction, 
our budget for educational endeavors is in  

excellent standing for the year. 

1
st

 Vice-President Jan Tanner has     
reported on the progress of the Dream demon-
stration) Garden, with an overview of “where 

the garden project is” to date. The work identi-
fied as “Phase One,” includes the following:  
the drainage dispersal rock bed, electrical and 
water lines to support irrigation, and a struc-
ture (to be determined), to include a potting 
shed, greenhouse, and cold frames, and path-
ways to eliminate the grass-cutting mainte-
nance issue.  The Board approved moving for-
ward with that portion of the Dream Garden 
project, pending action from the County for 

some of the infrastructure support. 

The March 5th General Meeting began 
with Martha Rauch reporting that seven of fif-
teen interns have now certified as Master Gar-
deners. Martha also reported that plans are 
underway for the Master Gardener Festival of 
Flowers booth display.  The annual Festival, 
sponsored by the Providence Hospital Auxilia-
ry, is one of Mobile’s premier flower events, 
and the Master Gardener booth display is an 
excellent vehicle for public outreach.  Master 
Gardeners are front and center at several area 
gardening events, from the Botanical Gardens 
plant sales and home garden tours to the    
Festival of Flowers, the “gardeners in the 
green aprons” extend the reach of the Exten-
sion system into public gardening events such 
as these and bring us in contact with hundreds 
of Mobilians with whom we can interact to   
promote our program and ACES extension, 
while supporting the educational goals of 

these other public venues. 

Whew! If the spring, summer and fall 
are as busy as this winter has been, the Mobile 
Master Gardeners can expect a thoroughly  

exciting year, indeed! 

Don't judge each day by the harvest you reap  
but by the seeds that you plant. 

     Robert Louis Stevenson 
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(L-R) Brenda Armstrong, Dottye Pierce, Phil Gatlin,  

Andria Cummings, Wayne VanLandingham 

mailto:roger_clarke@bellsouth.net
mailto:roger_clarke@bellsouth.net
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30.  Shelby County MGA                                      

31.  Shoals MGA                                                    By  Kaye Hillis 

 In January, we had our 
awards ceremony presenting our 
members with many stars, and 
also the awards at the state con-
ference in a few weeks.  With the 
weather up here in North Ala-
bama, we had to cancel our Feb-
ruary meeting due to the snow, 
and ice. Hopefully it will be re-

scheduled for another month.   
 
 In March we will have 
June Mays who will be  delight-

ing us with cottage garden ideas. 
 
 We have started our new-
est class of Interns, already ea-
ger to volunteer with us.  It is al-
ways great to have our Interns 
with us on our projects, whether 
the helpline, or digging in the soil 

with the rest of us.  
  
 As the weather permits 
we will start a raised bed  project 
at Weeden School in Florence 
with the help of their students.  
    
 In Tuscumbia at the R.E. 
Thompson School, our project 
leader Paula Kelley will be help-
ing the children with an outdoor 

classroom.   
 Our annual fund raiser for 
this year will be our annual plant 
sale at the Arts Alive Festival in 
May. Our plants are ones donat-
ed and grown by our members. 
After all Master Gardeners are 
our best customers. But, this is 
also a way we can educate the 
public on the right way to plant 

the purchased plant and how to 
take care of them, we have many 

repeat customers every year. 
 
 So, as we wish for warm-
er weather and less rain, are we 
as gardeners ever happy?  In 
winter we want warmer weather, 
in the summer we want the cool-
er, so are we ever satisfied with 
what  Alabama gives us?  We  
always want the perfect garden, 
more vegetables, flowers, and 
adequate rain Fall. As Master 
Gardeners, we must take what we 
get and just be happy, so as the 
farmers say, “wait three days and 

the weather will change.” 
  

29.  Russell County MGA 

28.  Pike County MGA                                              By Sheri Brooks  

27.  Morgan County MGA                                          By Sonja Hyatt 

And Spring arose on the garden fair, 
Like the Spirit of Love felt everywhere; 

And each flower and herb on Earth's dark breast 
rose from the dreams of its wintry rest. 

—Percy Bysshe Shelley 
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 Hasn’t the weather been 
unpredictable! We have had rain, 
snow and sleet in various 
amounts and then other times 
sunny and dry. There has to be a 
happy medium don’t you think? 
Maybe in our dreams. But like all 
good gardeners we pursue what 

is close to our hearts.  
 Our association has 
been very busy on the Lakeside 
Park Native Trail Project which I 
mentioned in 
the last news 
article. The 
project com-
mittee met at 
the park and 
measured our 
room and had 
a rendition 
drawn of our 
area. (See be-
low) We are 
now in the 
process of 
procuring the 
list of native 
plants that we 
want to plant. 
This list in-
cludes the 
beauty berry, 
redbud, sweet 
shrub, burning 

bush, lizard tail, marsh marigold, 
fern, grey beard, and oak leaf 
hydrangeas. It will be a work in 
progress and will be a beautiful, 
restful place to spend time just 

relaxing.  
 We are working very 
hard getting ready for our annual 
plant sale which will be in a    
different location this year. We 
are holding it at the Civic Center 
in Pell City and will not be “out 

in the open” as we have in the 
past.  It is being heavily adver-
tised and hopefully all our hard 
work will be advantageous to 

our association.  
 It was great seeing old 
friends and meeting new friends 
at the Annual Conference that 

was held in Cullman. 
 Until next time – happy 

planting! 

32.  St. Clair County MGA                              By Patricia Peoples 

St. Clair County Master Gardeners Lakeside 

Park Native Plant Project 

33. Tallapoosa County MGA                        By  

34. Tuscaloosa County MGA                       By Octavia Miles 

 TCMG Association has  
begun 2015 with monthly meetings 
that are innovative and unique.    
We have chosen to showcase the 
outstanding talents of our members 
who donate time and knowledge to 
long term projects, small group     
projects, and “spur of the moment” 
projects whether sponsored by 
TCMG or by other community     
organizations.  These members 

receive certificates recognizing 
them as “TCMG’s  Master Garden-
er of  the Month”.  Thus far, TCMG 
members recognized for their out-
standing services are Patricia Wil-
liams and Kristin Capley for Janu-
ary, Bobbie Cherones for February, 
and Thomas Whitehead for March. 
 
 TCMG’s “Reach for the 
Stars” Program for 2015 included 

Bronze Stars awarded to members 
Randy Hoggle, Kim Lawrence, and 
Sailaja Reddy; Silver Star awarded 
to Ann Hewitt; and Gold Stars 
awarded to Linda Baggett and    
Octavia Miles.  Recognitions were 
also given to Jeanie Gray and 
Thomas Whitehead who earned 
Gold Badges which will be awarded 
at the  2015 AMGA  Annual Confer-

(Continued on page 23) 
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ence in Cullman.  These members 
represent a combined total of over 
4,000 hours of volunteer services 
to the Tuscaloosa community for 
2014. 
 All of our members are 
invited to showcase their culinary 
talents at each meeting by bring-
ing treats centered around a fun 
theme.  January’s theme was “A 
Taste of Chili, Soups, Sandwiches, 
and Cookies”, February’s theme 
was “Tasting Red”, and March’s 
theme was “Let’s Do It With 
Green”.  Our social table has been 
“oh, so colorful and attractive” as 
well as savory to our palates. 
  Our educational 
knowledge has been broadened  
with presentations by noted ex-
perts Jason Powell and his tips for 
pruning;  Dr. Ed Stephenson and 
his knowledge of Genetically Modi-
fied Organisms, specifically seeds 
and plants; and Gregory Whitis    

and his knowledge of AQUAPON-
ICS (the combined culture of fish 
and produce in a recirculating aq-
uaculture system).     
 While wintertime is typical-
ly a slow season for gardeners, 
not so for Tuscaloosa County 
Master Gardeners.  Although there 
has not been much that could be 
done outside because of some 
extremely cold temperatures this 
year, we found ourselves providing 
satisfying services to Hospice of 
West Alabama, Eagles’ Wings, 
Inc., and Hillcrest High School’s 
greenhouse.   Each of those  
organizations cleaned, repaired, 
and restored gardening tools,   
gardening equipment, greenhouse 
shelves and planned butterfly   
gardens.  Nevertheless, with the 
spring season just around the   
corner, TCMG members will soon 
find ourselves venturing into the 
landscapes of those organizations 
to help them beautify their sur-

roundings, mulch blueberries, or 
plant fruit trees. 
  Tuscaloosa County      
Extension is currently hosting a 
fresh crop of 15 enthusiastic in-
terns who are already joining 
TCMG in social, educational, and 
service activities.  We eagerly  
anticipate welcoming them to our 
ranks as members at the end of 
their internship. 
 TCMG members are also 
preparing for our annual plant sale 
scheduled for April 25th from 8:00 
am to 2:00 pm,

  
in the auditorium  

of the Extension Service Building. 
Gardeners in and around Tusca-
loosa County will be able to      
purchase homegrown vegetable 
plants as well as native green  
and/or flowering plants that   
should thrive in our area whether 
outside or inside the home. 
 Here’s to a WONDERFUL 
spring season to Master Garden-
ers throughout the state! 

(Continued from page 22) 

35.  Walker MGA                                                     

36.  Wiregrass MGA                                               
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