
Most of us live within a family, watching children grow up. It is a slow process but 
eventually we see them becoming independent grown-ups who can successfully 
participate in school, jobs and life. In our extended families there are links that trace 
out a ‘family tree’, - our heritage. When Philomena House opened in 2014 we could not 
have imagined that in just five short (but busy) years the concept would begin to spread 
to other sites in Minnesota. 

The Philomena House philosophy and programs 
have been “re-conceived” and now “live” in Duluth. 
(togetherforlifenorthland.org). Although the “Star of the 
North” is still in its “toddler” stage, with lots of hard work 
and love, the ‘Star’ is growing healthy and strong. We at 
Philomena House were delighted to be able to help this 
program, but they did the work!

Additionally, in a south west suburb, the Enkrateia 
House of Hope (enkrateiahouseofhope.org) will be opening in October of this year. 
(Enkrateia, Greek meaning “power over oneself.”) On their website, the founder 
generously credits Philomena House with inspiring their efforts. She wrote “In looking at 
organizations that provide this sort of help, I came across 
a Christian home in St. Paul called Philomena House. 
Finding out more about Philomena House encouraged 
me to look at the possibility of creating a similar home in 
the south west suburbs of the Minneapolis Metropolitan 
area.” They refer to Philomena House as their big sister. 
Enkrateia has qualified as a tax-exempt, 501(c) 3 non-
profit organization and is developing a growing base of 
financial and volunteer support.
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Additionally, a new group formed 
(newbeginningspregnancy.com) in Grand 
Rapids and they already have a home and 
will formally open Sept. 9. Also another 
group in Hibbing is in its beginning stages. 
Both the Hibbing and Grand Rapids 
groups continue to receive advice and 
encouragement from the Philomena House 
and Star of the North.

It has been an honor to discuss our experiences in managing such maternity homes.  
Our shared interests have led us to set up monthly video conference calls including all 
of these new projects.

We believe that this growth has come directly through God’s providence. Our 
founding co-director, Bernandine Scroggins and her husband Merlin planted seeds in 
Minnesota’s fertile ground when they traveled throughout the state, beginning in 1973, 
focusing on “THE WAR ON THE UNBORN”. They went wherever anyone would listen 
and were successful in opening 21 Birthright organizations in MN. They also opened 
their own home to seven pregnant, homeless mothers. With similar generosity, God’s 
Little House was opened in 2000 by Geralyn Clasemann. Later Geralyn and Bernie 
met, and envisioned a home where several homeless pregnant women could live and 
support each other. Their dream was realized in The Philomena House. To date, we 
have been able to help 64 women and babies and are thrilled to watch while more new 
maternity homes developed outstate.

This growth is what you have so faithfully supported and accomplished. Through 
God’s providence and with your prayers, works and donations it is happening. We are 
confident that God Himself will thank you for being present as HIS HANDS.

We thank you for all your Pro-Life support and hope for your continued prayers and 
donations.

 
Blessings, 

Executive Co-Director
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Joyce Nevins


