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Members, 

At our May meeting, there were about 50 members
present. Some of those present went home with a prize.
Well, they bid and paid for the prize.  We had our first
auction, that appeared to go pretty well.  If you recall, a
past member’s son donated his accumulation of field
items and airplanes, that we auctioned off and the
proceeds went into the general fund.  I could see this
happening again in the future in that all things
considered it went pretty darn well.  Not one item was
left behind.        

Our event season started today with the Classic Pattern

Contest.  June is soon to be here and with it a very busy
month, weather–permitting.  In addition to our flying
events we added our first Pig Roast which is happening
on Sunday June 12th.  Time and participation will tell if
this will resurface next year, so make it a date!  Bring
your hardware to fly, a dish to pass, and your family
and friends.  Please send a response to
fvac@etglass.com if you plan to attend. We will need
to order a large enough pig for all to enjoy.  At our last
meeting all but one person raised his hand.  So 49 said
yea, I'm coming and I'm bringing her!  So far the count
is 14 members and a total of 34 people.  You can still
come if you don't reply, it's just somebody won't get
any PIG!  If you don't like pig, come out anyway, just
stop by the Colonel on the way for a bucket.  The order
goes in on June 7th.  I did not note who was at the
meeting, so Please respond promptly!!! Alan Galle will 

be putting on a fun fly, Rich Gabrys will be bringing a
volleyball net and we will bring at least one set of bags
and boards.  Should be a blast!!!  

This year we are also going to have an entry in the
Geneva Swedish Days Parade on Sunday, June 26th.
My informant tells me there are over 100 entries and we
will be unit #22 with the Jessie White Tumblers right
behind us.  If you have any desire in helping with the
creation of our float or how we can make it a showpiece
for many to remember please contact myself or another
board member.  Time is short—we will have two weeks
after our next meeting to get-r-done!  See you at the
field for the next meeting, if not before. 

Tom Spriet
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  Tom Spriet–president@foxvalleyaero.com
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9 Cyl 99cc 4 Stroke

Glow Radial Engine by 

Evolution Engines EVOE999

Respond to

fvac@etglass.com

if you plan to

attend the party.
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The Salvation Army is one of many charitable
organizations recognized throughout the world!
Over the years, the members of the FVAC have
been instrumental for pledging to our local St.
Charles Chapter.  Our campaign always begins in
the fall through donations consisting of toys and
gift cards that will ensure families have a happier
holiday through the Salvation Army.  During the
2010 season, the Salvation Army received over
$383,000 from the Tri Cities for Christmas and Year
Round Service.  Many of their services that extend
past the Christmas Holiday Service include the
following: emergency, community care, youth and
senior program, food pantry, and spiritual
activities.  

On May 11, 2011, the Salvation Army held their
annual donor and volunteer appreciation dinner for
many businesses that made a difference.  Major
Steve Koehler recognized the Fox Valley Aero Club
for continuing support and extended his personal
"thank you" to all the members for the donations
and support.  President Tom Spriet, VP John
Turner, and Membership Chair Sal Perno attended
the banquet to receive the honor and plaque on
behalf of the FVAC.  VP Turner informed Major
Koehler the FVAC will continue their pledge
campaign with higher expectations for 2011.  The
dinner concluded with additional recognitions and
keynote address by Lt. Colonel Ralph Bukiewicz.  

After the meeting and hearing Lt. Colonel
Bukiewicz share about the history of the Salvation
Army, I now have a better understanding about
this wonderful organization and their passion for
serving others.  Take time to reach out to any SA
in your community and make a difference.  

Thank you again to the
members of the FVAC and the
Salvation Army Organization
of St. Charles. 

Fly safe.

JT
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VICE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE   John Turner–vicepresident@foxvalleyaero.com

Fox Valley Aero Club

President, Tom Spriet

with the recognition

plaque from the Salvation

Army.  See it full-size on

the following page.

S.E.5a WWI BNF by ParkZone PKZ5580
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President Tom Spriet called the meeting to order

at 7:37 pm and asked for the April minutes to be

reviewed, accepted and approved.  Chuck Noyes and

Norm Johnson approved.  

Treasurer Paul Jacobs reviewed the treasurer

report with a $35K balance.  No unpaid bills.  Both Alvin

Cole and Joe Pedone approved the report.  

Vice President John Turner discussed the dinner

recognition with the Salvation Army.  The FVAC has been

instrumental over the past years donating toys and gift

cards during the Christmas Holiday.  Major Steve Koehler

gave President Tom Spriet a plaque for the recognition

and thanked the FVAC for their continuing support.  

Tom Spriet shared Field Chairman Greg Bohler’s

report about the April work day.  Members came out to

clean up the field, paint the building and set up new flag

poles.  The poles have been well accepted with various

flags (JR, Spektrum, Futaba).  A recommendation to

acquire the St. Charles Flag was suggested.  Additional

American Flags were provided to the club and should be

raised and flown on the additional poles.  Sal Perno

suggested we look into the etiquette with flying the

American flags during the event and take down during

the evening.  

Tom Spriet applauded Flypaper Editor Doug

Swanson for his superior work with the Flypaper.  Doug

continues to request articles and pictures for the

upcoming season.  Doug was absent due to vacation.  

Safety Chairman Karl Griesbaum was absent and

no report on field safety.  No incidence to report. 

Membership Chairman Sal Perno noted 4 new

members. 

Government Relations Chairman Alvin Cole

mentioned that Thursdays will be busy with gun range

activities and the cutting of the field.  

Tom Spriet commented about Merlyn Graves

recommendation to change the voting constitution for

future elections where members could submit their vote

though mail vs. attending the annual Christmas Party.

Motion to accept recommendation by Paul Jacobs and

seconded by Chuck Noyes. 

Events:

Mel Ziska and Gary Stephens discussed the

upcoming Pattern Events at the FVAC.  Need volunteers

for help. 
continued on next page

SECRETARY’S REPORT   Tony Sokol—secretary@foxvalleyaero.com

Fox Valley Aero Club
General Meeting Minutes

May 12, 2011 @ Township Hall
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Mel Ziska also highlighted the upcoming Kids Day on June 11th.  Need pilots and planes

for the event.  Both Armin and Steve will assist with bringing beverage and food.  “Giveaways”

are being provided by Horizon Hobby, Inc. and Great Planes Model Distributors.  The Colonial

(St Charles) will place promotional items in their windows.  

Tom Spriet welcomes members and their families to attend the Sunday, June 12th pig

roast.  Need head count for the dinner and Paul Jacobs will send out a reminder to finalize.

Activities and flying will begin around 10:00 with dinner being served at 2:00 PM.  Members

are encouraged to bring a dish to pass.  Allan Galle will host a Fun-Fly that morning.  

Tom Spriet mentioned the commitment with the FVAC to participate in the upcoming

Geneva Swedish Days Parade on June 26th. Need a committee to lead the parade including the

recommendation to have some planes and pilots on the float for static display.  Time:  1:00 pm

Tom Spriet acknowledged the soda machine is now working. 

Walt Thyng will fix or replace the plastic cradles. 

Dan Knippen announced the FVAC IMAC Challenge 5.  This is a 2-day event to take

place in the late summer (August 6 & 7).  Need score keepers.  

Tom Spriet adjourned the meeting at 8:02 pm with an auction following the meeting.

Tom led an auction of donated aircraft and parts offered by the Walt Stubbings family.  A total

of $257.00 was raised for the Club.  

Respectfully submitted by Vice President John Turner (acting Secretary for Tony Sokol)

continued from previous page

Futaba 18MZ 18-

channel 2.4GHz

Computer Radio

System

Beechcraft Staggerwing 480

ARF by E-flite EFL6125
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Event Reporters Wanted!
Want to get more involved in the club?  The Flypaper is looking for volunteers to cover our

major events.  Take it as far as you want—take photos, interview the pilots, learn about the

aircraft, write a report—let those of us who couldn’t be there feel like we were!  If you are

interested, please send an e-mail to newsletter@foxvalleyaero.com

mailto:newsletter@foxvalleyaero.com
http://www.foxvalleyaero.com


It is hard to believe that we are at the start of our
event season and I have only been in the air a few
times this year. The weekend weather has really
sucked but hopefully all the bad stuff is behind us
and our events will have clear skies and light winds.
The treasury is still in great shape and we have been
welcoming new members to the club which always
helps. I have posted the roster in the frequency box
as well as listing those members that need to renew
their AMA dues to be insured. If your AMA is not
current you cannot fly at the field.

Last week at the field I witnessed an incredible
showing of pilot skill by Chris Nelson practicing for
IMAC. Chris shouted I think I lost an elevator and
proceeded to set up for a landing which was
successful. When we got to the plane it was missing
the entire left side of the horizontal stabilizer and
elevator as well as the top of the rudder and the
bottom hatch off of the fuselage. We found some
parts that day but Greg Bohler found the stabilizer
and elevator the next day on the second tree line
west of the field. That 150 CC Extra 300 will fly again
but I must say most of us would have taken the
remains home in a large plastic bag. 

The new flag poles look great and John “JT” Turner
has agreed to keep ‘em flying.  If you have school
flags, team flags, etc. that you would like to see in the

rotation, give JT a shout. The size needed is 3’ X 5’
and should be nylon or some type of polyester
material for outdoors.

Don’t forget to RSVP to Tom Spriet at
fvac@etglass.com for the pig roast coming up on
June 12th and the parade on June 26th.

Remember aerobatics make the world go around
and I’ll see you on the flight line.

Paul7
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TREASURER’S REPORT
Paul Jacobs–treasurer@foxvalleyaero.com
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Fox Valley Aero Club
Annual Kids Fly

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

FREE - Test Fly a Radio Controlled Aircraft

Event Schedule:

9:00 - 10:00 Open club member flying

9:00 - 10:00 Kids registration and ground school

10:00 - Noon Kids fly hands-on with instructor

Noon - 1:00 Demonstrations by club members

12:30 - 1:00 Registration and ground school

1:00 - 3:00 Kids fly hands-on with instructor

Fox Valley Aero Club Flying Field, 

Karl Madsen Road South off Route 38,

1/4 mile West of Peck Road, 

St. Charles, Illinois

foxvalleyaero.com

Saturday June 11, 2011        9:00 am - 3:00 pm

Fox Valley Aero Club is a proud supporter of the Toys for Tots Program





The ChICAgOlAnD ClASSIC

Pattern Championships was created to
celebrate the growing interest in “Classic
Pattern”, the golden age of R/C pattern
flying, from 1968 – 1985.  The scheduled
one day event combined rules and
structure from the Senior Pattern
Association (www.seniorpattern.com), the
Ballistic Pattern Association
(www.ballisticpattern.com) and a new
classic pattern class called Classic TOC.

There has been no other event that has
shaped the face of R/C precision aerobatics
like the “International Tournament of

Champions”.  The format
brought together the finest
FAI pilots from around the
world competing for a
special trophy, earning a
part of history AND prize
money.  The maneuver
schedules required
different approaches and
design paths creating

innovation of model design, control and
propulsion systems. 

In 1978, the "Tournament of Champions"
(TOC) organizer's Bill Bennet of Circus
Circus Hotel & Casino, Art Schroeder,
Editor of Model Airplane News, Jerry
Nelson, Contest Director changed the
format from little toy pattern airplanes to
scale outline planes with a minimum of
800 square inches for monoplanes and
1000 for biplanes.  The maximum size
limitation was 2500 for monoplanes.
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Chicagoland Classic

Pattern Championships
May 28, 2011

Fox Valley Aero Club 

St. Charles, IL (Chicago Suburb)
By Rusty Dose        Photos: Rusty Dose & Doug Swanson
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These changes required the invited
modelers a tremendous challenge of
designing eligible models as well as
execute new, more difficult maneuvers. 

Eighteen pilots came from West Virginia,
North Carolina, Illinois and Michigan
came well prepared and ready to fly.  The
rain did not arrive until the afternoon
allowing (2) rounds of SPA Novice, BPA
Advanced, BPA Masters and Classic TOC
to be flown.

No fewer than (5)
Hangar 9 Phoenix 7's,
XLT, TIporare, Super
Kaos, Kaos 40, T2A,
Saturn, Ugly Stik, King
Kobra and a Mustang X
flew pattern with a Zlin
50L, 90" Laser and a 102" Laser flew in
Classic TOC (all electric) and featured (2)
former TOC pilots Mark Radcliff and Mike
McConville.

I wish to thank the FVAC members for
providing the world–class facilities and
Dorie and Paul Jacobs for their assistance
with scoring!

continued from previous page
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Class break-down:

SPA Novice (6) BPA Advanced (2) 

BPA Masters (10) Classic TOC (3)

http://www.foxvalleyaero.com
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AIRFIELD
LOCATION

Route 38, 1/2 mile West

of Peck Road on the

south side of the road.

Look for the FVAC sign!

Special appearance by

“The General”
Lewis Patton



So, here is my sixth issue of the Flypaper.  That
means it’s June and the flying season is well under
way.  Wait—well under way?  It's just beginning!
What happened?  Ah yes, the weather blew
(literally).  It now seems that things are finally
turning around and a lot more fuel and electrons are
being spent out there.

Thanks to Rusty Dose, Merlyn Graves, Kevin
Kessler, and Chris Nelson for their contributions this
month.  I apologize for this issue being a few days
late.

I’ve only been out twice (five flights)
with the Extra for IMAC practice.  It

quickly became evident that
I’m gonna need a lot more
than five flights to be
competitive.  I had some
special judges (my
parents) come out on the
second night.  Of course
they said everything
looked great—they need to
go back to judging school!

This year the Academy of
Model Aeronautics (AMA) is

celebrating 75 Years of Model Aviation.  As part of
their celebration, they are inviting clubs to
participate in a newsletter contest.  With your help, I
would like to enter this contest.  The only rule is that
it must contain information pertinent to AMA’s 75th
anniversary.  I will be brainstorming over the next
couple weeks for ideas on how to make our entry
stand out.  I want to include FVAC history as well as
any personal stories relating to the AMA.  If anyone
has any ideas, please share with me at
newsletter@foxvalleyaero.com.

See you at the field!

Doug
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FROM THE EDITOR 
Doug Swanson–newsletter@foxvalleyaero.com

Art and Jan Swanson
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The following Fox Valley members attended the

annual Suburban Aero Club of Chicago (SAC)

Memorial Day Float Fly at Twin Lakes Forest Preserve

in Oak Forest, IL: (below, L-R) Allan Galle, Sal Perno,

Dan Compton, Merlyn Graves, Cliff Fullhart.

-Captions and photos by Merlyn Graves
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Cliff assists as Sal

makes the water

maiden flight of his

Toledo, on which he

recently installed

floats. You may

remember it as Sal

brought it to show-and-

tell a few months ago.

The FVAC Float Flyers.

As you can see from this

pic. of Sal's Toledo, it was

a cloudy, gloomy day.  The

wind was off our back and

it was hard to see the

airplanes in the sky, but

many flights were still

made.

Sal gives us a big

grin as he completes

his first landing. He

was a little hot on

landing—this is the

exact spot that his

plane came to rest.
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SHOTS FROM THE FIELD
Photos by Kevin Kessler

15

w w w. f o x va l l e ya e r o . c o mJ u n e  2 0 1 1

Kevin Kessler,

Maxford Storch

Sal Perno, Cliff Fullhart,

Dale Gathman & Joe

Pedone with Dale’s

ParkZone P-47D

Rich & Jan Gabrys, Hangar 9

Beast & E-flite UMX Beast

Joe Pedone,

E-flite

Diamante 25e

Cliff Fullhart,

J-3 Cub

Dave Cotton, 

Great Planes Sukhoi

Mike Kostecki, E-flite

Pitts Model 12 15e

http://www.foxvalleyaero.com
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Past Events of 2011

January 1 First to Fly Fun Fly

February 26 FVAC Annual SWAP

April 30 Member Work Day

May 27 & 28 Classic Pattern Contest

June 4 & 5 FVAC Pattern Contest

Thunder Tiger Raptor

90G4 Nitro Flybarless

Helicopter

June 9 FVAC Member Meeting 6:30 Board 7:30 Regular at FVAC Field

June 11 Kids Day 9:00 am start, 1 pm 2nd round – FVAC Field

June 12 Fun-Fly & Pig Roast FVAC Field

June 17 & 18 Al’s Helicopter Fun Fly FVAC Field

July 14 FVAC Member Meeting 6:30 Board 7:30 Regular at FVAC Field

July 23 & 24 Festival of Flight FVAC Field

August 6 & 7 Chicagoland IMAC Challenge FVAC Field

August 11 FVAC Member Meeting 6:30 Board 7:30 Regular at FVAC Field

September 8 FVAC Member Meeting 6:30 Board 7:30 Regular at Township Hall

October 13 FVAC Member Meeting 6:30 Board 7:30 Regular at Township Hall

October 23 Fun-Fly & Turkey Fry 10:00 AM FVAC Field

November 10 FVAC Member Meeting 6:30 Board 7:30 Regular at Township Hall

December 2 Annual Christmas Party Hilton Garden Inn

http://www.foxvalleyaero.com


Welcome to your field report.  I would like to
start out by saying a big thank you to everyone
that worked on field day.  The field looks
fantastic.  We will be proudly flying the
American flag on all the flag poles for
Memorial Day week end.

By the time you read this we will have our first
major event in the books.  I know the Classic
pattern event will be a big success.

As we head into June we have a busy month
ahead of us.  Please come out and support all of
the events.  If you see something at the field
that needs attention, please let me know via a
phone call or email.  If I have heard of nothing
needing attention, I come out to fly—just like
you.  

I hope everyone has a safe and happy
Memorial Day week end and I will see you at
the field.

Greg Bohler
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FIELD CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Greg Bohler–gbohler@sbcglobal.net
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Above and Beyond –

Club officers come to the rescue

Wow!  What can I say, Fox Valley Aero Club officers come to

the rescue.  I recently took the maiden flight on my new 40%

Carden Extra 330.  Approximately 8 minutes into the flight, I

noticed that something flew off the plane.  Initially, I thought it

was covering from the outboard wing.  I immediately

proceeded to land.  Upon taxing back, to my disbelief, I

noticed that one of my horizontal stabs and elevators were

missing.  Oh crap!  Not exactly the best way to start the season.

After spending a few minutes wiping the tears away L, I

started the long trek to locate the missing part.  I noticed within

a few minutes that our club treasurer (Paul Jacobs) and his

lovely wife (Dorie) were walking out to help me in the search.

What a nice gesture!  Totally unexpected.  Suffice to say, after

an hour and a half, we had not located the missing stab.  The

next day, I arrived back with a new attitude to find the missing

part.  The thought of building (or, should I say someone else

building) a new stab/elevator did not sit well.  Once again, Paul

Jacobs, Greg Bohler (Field chairman), and Dan Knippen (IMAC

Committee) came out to assist in the search.  After about

another hour and a half, I was ready to call the search off.  To

my surprise, Greg Bohler located the missing stab.  It was

actually beyond the tree line at the west side of the field, lying

in a grassy knoll.  In closing, I would like to thank Paul and

Dorie Jacobs, Greg Bohler, and Dan Knippen for taking time

out of their day to help a fellow modeler out. You guys ROCK!!!

Chris Nelson
Super Cub 25e

by E-flite EFL4625

mailto:gbohler@sbcglobal.net
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FOX VALLEY AERO CLUB

INSTRUCTORS

Tom Siwek
Cell: 224-542-0323.

tsiwek@sbcglobal.net

Available primarily on

weekends

Bill Sponsler
Cell: 847- 323-6578

bsponsler@comcast.net

Jason Walsh
Cell: 630-291-1872

jwalsh1@ameritech.net

Support Your Local

Hobby Store

Your local hobby store will help

you save a ton of money in the

long run by guiding you, and

helping you avoid purchasing

products that are not right for

your skill level.  Hobby stores are

available to help lend their

expertise with pre-sale questions,

after-sale support and personal

customer service. They will make

sure that you are not getting

yourself into something that you

will regret after you get home,

and help you avoid spending

more money than you need to.

The ultimate goal of the hobby

store’s staff and owner is to keep

you involved in the hobby for life

and keep you informed with

everything you need to know to

get the most out of whatever

direction you choose.

Dan Compton – Chief Flight Instructor
Cell: 630-664-6426

trainu2fly@comcast.net

John Fischer
Cell: 312-518-0075

jeffxx@comcast.net

Cliff Fullhart
Cell: 630-709-1533

Home: 630-397-5033

Alan galle
Cell: 630-697-8464

ajgalle@comcast.net

John horvath
Cell:630-440-7398

horvatsky@comcast.net

Paul Jacobs
Home:630-778-1184

Work: 708-728-9000

paul_jacobs@att.net

Mike Kostecki
Cell: 630-373-2722

mkostecki503@comcast.net

DX7s 7 Ch w/

AR8000 NO SX's

MD2 by Spektrum

SPM7800
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Fox Valley Aero Club Field August 6th & 7th, 2011

3821 Karl Madsen Dr., St. Charles, IL www.foxvalleyaero.com

You must be an AMA member to compete

$30 - IMAC members

$35 - Non-IMAC members

Pre-register at the IMAC website - www.mini-iac.com

50' x 800' Asphalt Runway (East–West)

On-site Camping (no hookups)

Food available on-site

Contacts:

CD: Dan Knippen - dknippen@sbcglobal.net (630) 669-3584

CC: Dave Genovese - (630) 901-1109

CC: Doug Swanson - newsletter@foxvalleyaero.com (630) 202-1058

Saturday: Registration begins: 7:30

Pilot’s meeting: 8:45

Wheels up: 9:00

Freestyle following competition

Sunday: No flying before: 8:30

Pilot’s meeting: 8:45

Wheels up: 9:00

Awards following competition

Schedule

All classes flown—Basic through Unlimited

1st through 3rd place awards in each class

Freestyle will be flown Saturday after competition

mailto:newsletter@foxvalleyaero.com
mailto:dknippen@sbcglobal.net
http://www.mini-iac.com/
http://www.foxvalleyaero.com/
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