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Have a Safe and Happy 4th of July!! 

Land of the Free Because of the Brave 
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President’s Message  
By Jeff Anderson 

 
It's that time just before our big 3 events.  I wish I knew now what I will know in August.  Anyway, the 
FVAC members have already put in a lot of work in preparing for these events. Even yours truly was 

down at the Winamac Jet event 
with Bob Violet having a few 
drinks talking about "Windy 
City Jets".  My new Super Ban-
dit even was test flown by 
David Schulman.  (How cool is 
that!!) Tim Redelman, the Wina-
mac CD, will be up here to help 
us out big time.  Tim 
has expended much time and 
effort to assure success for the 
Windy City Jets.  He even came 
up with the name!!  If you see 
Tim, make sure to give him and 
his family a special thanks. 
The Extreme Aerobatic Club 

event is first, and I think will be 
the best!!  These guys are abso-
lutely the friendliest group of 
guys and really entertain the 
crowd.  Please thank Dave 
Gustafson for all his efforts on 
getting guys to come!!!  Blaine 
Austin will be hosting this 
event.   Blaine only does so 
many events, it's awesome that 
he is even going to be at the 
FVAC field!! The Festival has al-
ready lots of new names, and the 
most pre-registered pilots of all 
3!!  This might be our biggest? 
With all these new faces and the 
AMA  advertisement made by Rich Erikson and made possible by Dominic Saverino , it has our club 
at a new level and even going higher! 
FVAC needs everyone out to support these events as you can.  Please....Please....Please.....Come on 
out and Have Fun , Learn , and help out . 
Remember the goal  .... 
Every guest must leave with the feeling that FVAC is the Best field that they have ever seen, 
and it has the greatest group people that make it successful.  
Tell them how this field is Yours!! 
Jeff 
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Vice –President’s Report 
By Paul Douds 

 

     OK Paul, you da man! 

Hey Paul instead of me writing an article print these photos on my page for the flypaper.  
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Secretary’s Report 
By Julian Pugh 

Minutes of the June 8, 2006 Meeting 
 
President Jeff Anderson called the meeting to order at 7:30 P.M at the Fox Valley Aero Club Field.  
Jeff announced that the FVAC Board Meeting will be held every other month, instead of the current schedule of each month. 
Treasurer Bill Simmons then presented a financial statement to the club.  The club is currently cash short, as expenses in 
preparing for our major events have put a sever drain on our cash position.  The club has a balance of $4,000.00. A “Remove 
the Garbage” raffle is being held, with several nice airplanes in the raffle.  Each member is encouraged to participate. 
Secretary Julian Pugh requested approval of the May Minutes as published in the Flypaper.  The minutes were approved by 
voice vote of the club. 
Dominic Saverino announced that the Department of Corrections has promised to remove the remainder of the trash from 
the area north of the field. 
Safety Chairman Karl reported that there were no problems at the field in the past month. President Anderson requested 
members be aware of the wind patterns and to fly a right hand pattern when winds are from the East and a left hand pattern 
when winds are from the West. 
Greg Bohler reported that the only items left for the field maintenance is to finish painting the garbage cans and jet shields. 
Membership Chairman Jason Walsh introduced the following new members. 
 Dave Ray and Family – Matt, Sarah and Caleb, all from St. Charles  
 Joe Larson, Crystal Lake 
 Will Walters, Oswego 
 Dave Genovese, Roselle 
 Dan Knippen, Bloomingdale 
 Welcome to all of these new members. 
Dan Compton announced that Bill Shearer and Dennis Smalley were awarded their Solo Certificates.  Congratulations to Bill 
and Dennis. 
Ken Kaiser discussed the Kid’s Fun Fly and requested member help. 
Alan Galle announced the results of the May Fun Fly, a Slow/Fast Contest.  Winners were: 
 First Place Novice Julian Pugh 
 Second Place Novice Jack Ekstrom 
 First Place Expert Alan Galle 
 Second Place Expert Cliff Fullhart 
 Third Place Expert Norm Johnson 
Crash of the Month gift certificate from Al’s Hobby Shop was won by Julian Pugh.  Julian crashed a Tiger II and Decathlon 
within 20 minutes of each other.  Goldberg Models loves Julian.  Other crashes where experienced by the following: 
  Alan Galle Extra 300 
 Tom Priest Extra 300 
 Bruce Thomas Sig LT-40 
 Paul Jacobs Super Chipmunk 
Dave Genovese won the Hobby Town Gift Certificate for the best plane with his 47%, self designed, DR109. A beautiful look-
ing and flying airplane. If you have not watched Dave fly this plane, come to the field and watch him.  He puts on quite a 
show. 
President Anderson adjourned the meeting at 8:16 P.M. 
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Jeff is recruiting gals to sell “Curtiss Jenny JN4-D2” raffle tickets during our 
“Big 3” events so Julian  suggested  he try to get the girls from Rookies here to 
help...sometimes I wonder what these guys are thinking. Wouldn’t it be great 
if every member bought 5 for themselves and sold 5 to the public! Let’s do it. 
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Lesson Learned 
By Dennis McFarlane 

It is said we are never too old to learn. I have always lived by that rule; however, I always ap-
plied it to things like history and such. Being somewhat of a prolific reader I’m always picking up bits and 
pieces of knowledge. However, I learned a very valuable lesson at our field a couple of weeks ago. One that 
might not have necessarily had a good ending… 
It was a nice Friday evening. I’d talked Cindy into going to the flying field even though it wasn’t really in the 
day’s plan. The wind was dead calm, so I got my Fokker DR-1 down from the rafters and cleaned it up. I was 
going to have some “Curse you Red Barron” type fun. 
Now, for those of you who don’t know it, I’m deaf. Not hard of hearing, but certified 80% can’t hear deaf. I 
knew I couldn’t hear, Cindy knew I couldn’t hear, it was pretty bad. Dominic came into the store one day and 
while we were chatting I thought he had said he was going to paint his kitchen, but what he had actually told 
me was that he was going to take a drive to Wisconsin. Finally I put my vanity to the side, and took action. 
Now, if you’ll bear with me for a second or two. Wearing hearing aids does have advantages. Not only can I 
now carry on a conversation, but when I want, I can turn you off. The same tubes that get the sound to the 
cochlea also make for great ear plugs. 
I realize it’s taking some time, but I’m getting to the story… It’s Friday evening. President Jeff had been flying 
his turbine helicopter. I found the noise from the turbine to be a little troublesome (read obnoxious) so I 
turned my electric ears off. I was fueled, and ready to go. Knowing Jeff would be on the ground in a few min-
utes I took off. Flying alone, ears turned off, lost in my own thoughts, having an absolutely great time. About 
eight minutes had passed, when the pilot next to me began to set up for a landing. Once he was on the ground, 
and off the runway, I began to set up for my landing. Something was said, but I really had no idea what. I had 
been having a good time, and it was my time to land. 
My Fokker has a wood tail skid instead of a tail wheel. The tailskid is much more authentic than a steerible tail 
wheel, but it does require landing long in the grass. So, anyway, I touch down, begin to think in terms of a 
touch and go landing, and then I see them. Right in front of my airplane! Full down elevator later and my Fok-
ker does a very authentic WWI type landing, it goes up on its nose, and over on it’s back. 
I was flying alone. Out of communication with my fellow modelers. No spotter. What the guy next to me had 
said was “On the field” A hatch had come loose from his airplane, and he wanted to look for it. Perfectly under-
standable in any situation. He was in the right. 
 There was no damage, and no one got hurt. However, as previously mentioned, it easily could have turned out 
badly. 

 Always fly with a spotter 
On to something completely different…. 
We get a lot of questions at the store regarding programming. Frequently these center around two things. One 
being the programming doesn’t work as the customer wants, and the second being that after doing the pro-
gramming the servo doesn’t center properly. Cindy’s even had servos returned as defective because the cus-
tomer feels the servo is defective when it’s in the programming. 
One of the most common Futaba programs is to do a p-mix, or programmable mix from ch-2 to ch-6, then re-
verse ch-6 to allow for dual elevator servos in an aerobatic airplane. 
The problem the customer is having is that Ch-6 is designated the flap channel. From the factory ch-6 is as-
signed to an existing switch. Frequently the customer is doing everything correctly except for one small issue. 
The flap channel is still assigned to the RV switch, or “right variable” on the transmitter face. Your ch-6 servo 
is getting conflicting information. It will work not only on the 2-6 link, but the servo will also react to the 
slightest bump of the right rotary knob. Of course the servo won’t center. It’s just a mechanical device, and it 
does exactly what the transmitter is commanding it to do. 
The first thing you need to do when starting a programmable mix is to enter the function menu of you trans-
mitter, and turn off or “null” any factory switch assignments. By doing this simple task you’ll find your pro-
gramming will generally not only go a lot easier, but when you are done it will work as you want. 
 Dennis 

The Flypaper 
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Treasurers Report 
By Bill Simmons 

 Congratulations to Dominic on his new son.  This month I worked on fixing my house so no progress on the Jet.  
I’m probably going to shelve it until winter as I don’t want to rush and make mistakes.  This last weekend I 
went to Winamac with Karl and Jeff.  There were easily over a 100 jets there flying several at a time.  The 
weather was perfect Saturday and the day ended with a fire works show about the size of the one done every 
year in St. Charles.  It was amazing that one guy paid for all that.  Our thanks go out to Ralph for his generos-
ity.  Jeff flew his new Bud Light jet and lived to tell about it.  One of our members was not so lucky.  His jet 
went into failsafe (?) and hit the ground rather hard.  I believe one or two of the servos were salvageable. 

 Our events coming up can be as successful as this one 
was if we all get involved.  We still have several guys who 
we all promised to pay back a loan to so we could have 
the greatest field in the Midwest.  Now is the time to come 
to the aid of your club.  There is something for everyone 
to do.  There is no excuse not to get involved.  In fact you 
will be glad you did as there is no greater feeling than 
knowing you made a difference. 

I ran into Bob Violet in Indiana.  He brought his 
Top Gun winning F86 and flew it and several other 
models all day.  Hopefully he will make it to our 
event as well.  I talked to several flyers that day and 
they will all be with us in July.  Here is a picture of 
Bob’s plane to show what it takes to win Top Gun. 
This type of den tail doesn’t come from an ARF.  
Try building that next one and see what hap-
pens. 
For Sale: 
 I need to clean out my basement a little so I am selling a couple of planes and a train set that I don’t 

see using for the 
next several years. 
This is a Fun 51 
profile.  It has 
never been flown. 
It has less than a 
half hours work to 
do on it to make it 
flyable.  
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Treasurers Report 
By Bill Simmons 

There are some servos with it but not new ones.  I am asking $125 with the engine, which has three or 
four flights on it, or $50 for the plane alone (That was the cost of the kit).  The covering is a little wrin-
kled because it has been in the basement for two years.  This should fly well as a fun fly plane. This is a 
40 size Kaos.  I bought this two years ago at the “Pot of Gold” show and have never done anything 
with it.  I don’t think it has ever been flown.  With some new light weight wheels it should be an excel-
lent pattern plane.  The Kaos was very popular in the 70’s and 80’s.  I am asking $75 for this which is 
what I paid for it.  

This is an “N” gage layout that I have had and enjoyed since 
childhood.  I was going to rebuild it for a child that never 
came.  I have lots of flex track and other miscellaneous parts 
(houses, wire, track connectors and nails) that will come with 
it.  I have a banker box full of model railroader magazines that 
are also a part of this.  I would like to get $75 for it. 
 If you are interested in any of this call me or e-mail me at 
work (630)649-5011 or home (630)761-8330.  E-mail: 
Bill_Simmons@concentra.com. 

 
Right:Editors’ note, I saw this 
magazine cover and couldn’t 
help thinking of some of Bill’s 
comments at the field.  
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Field Maintenance Report 
By Greg  Bohler, Chairman 

There is not much news from the field this month. Kurt Unser, Jeff Anderson, Joe Basset, Cheryl and 
I finished the blast shields and garbage cans. 
It has been brought to our attention that Steve Baker brought out a piece of equipment and cleaned 
out that last dumpster enough to have it hauled away. Thanks Steve. 
Because of everyone’s early season help we won’t need to have a work day right before our special 
events. We may have a couple of minor projects pop up if we need help we will ask for an e-mail to be 
sent out. 
The field is looking so good that we can all hold our heads high during our “Big 3”. 
If anyone has any concerns or observations of things at the field that need to be addressed please con-
tact us and we will investigate the concerns and work with the board to address them. 
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Membership News  
By Jason Walsh 

Well, I missed last months report, so Ill get right into the introductions.  We have many new 
members with us this month and I welcome all of you.  David Genovese, Allan Franowsky, 
Dan Knippen, William, Erik, and Spencer Walters, Leon McElroy, and Colin Landola.  Wel-
come to all of you and I hope to see you at the field soon. 
 
 We will be taking more photos for membership cards at the next meeting, so be prepared.  
If you do not have a card, come see me; I may either have yours or you will need your 
photo taken.  I also have a number of badges in and if you need yours, please see me. 
 As for Instructor and Ground Crew badges I have those too; we will need to attach them to 
your existing nametag via small rings.  This requires two small holes drilled into your badge.  
I can do this at the 
field for you or if 
you want Ill give 
you the tag and 
you can do the 
holes yourself. 
 
 I haven’t updated 
my progress on the 
MD-80 in a while 
and I’ve been 
asked a number of 
times about it so I 
thought Id give you 
a little news.  I 
now have plans for 
this plane; it will 
have a 7 foot wing-
span and should weigh in around 5 pounds ready to fly.  Sounds amazing, right?  Yea, to me 
too but considering the construction method, which I will tell you about in another article, 
it might be possible.  The propulsion for the first iteration will be a twin pusher prop model 
(with the motors in the nacelles) to prove the airframe.  I’m considering building a second 
ducted fan version or making removable nacelles so I can switch out between pusher props 
or fans on the same airframe.  I haven’t decided yet.  It will have fixed landing gear and 
will be ROG capable.  First I need to make a foam-cutting bow.  If you have a lot of experi-
ence cutting foam Id love to hear from you.  I’m trying to figure out what the best practices 
are for cutting foam and I need a very large bow made, so I sure could use the advice.  I 
hope to write a more detailed article about this project in the next newsletter, so stay 
tuned. 
 
 In the meantime, come out and fly! 
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Submitted by Norm Johnson 



15 

The Flypaper 

 



16 

The Flypaper 

Fun Fly Report    
by Allan Galle, Chairman 

FUTURE FUN FLY EVENTS 
• July 8, 2006 Pot Luck                             The pot luck fun flys are: 
• August 12, 2006  Mini Pattern                    1. Fast and Slow 
• September 16, 2006 Pot Luck                      2. Climb and Glide 
• October 14, 2006 Pot Luck                          3. Touch & Go’s 
• November 11, Last Fun Fly 

Results of the June 3, 2006 Fun Fly 
Novice level: 

Julian Pugh 1st 50 Pts 
Jack Ekstrom  2nd 40 Pts 

Expert level: 
Alan  Galle 1st 50 Pts 

Cliff Fullhart 2nd 40 Pts 
Norm Johnson 3rd 30 Pts 
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Results of the June 4, 2006 Open Combat Event 

Only four flyers showed up for this event on a picture perfect day for flying.  

 
6 Pilots were qualified this month in the following levels: 

 
Kurt Unser expert 100 Pts 

Norm Johnson expert 100 Pts 
Dave Taylor expert 100 Pts 

Dominic Saverino expert 100 Pts 
Jeff Andersen expert 100 Pts 
Jack Ekstrom novice 50 Pts  
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June 10 Kid’s Day Event rained out….may try again in September. 

43 Pilots registered for Al’s Helicopter Event despite the 35 mph wind gusts. 

Above: Dennis McFarlane 
conducts the pilots briefing on 
Saturday morning. The winds 
remained strong at 25 mph or 
better all day Friday and Sat-
urday. Left:  The gals from 
Al’s….Cindy and her mother 
and sisters pose for a group 
shot. We had a great banquet 
Saturday night with lots of 
prizes and raffle items which 
ended right before the rains 
came. Thanks Cindy and we 
look forward to next year. 
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Below: Al’s Helicopter event received some free press coverage as shown on this June 23 
article from the Chicago Tribune.  
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A few shots of training night at the field. 

Weather permitting, we fly 
every Monday and Wednesday 
evening from 5:00 PM till 
Dusk. The club has two trainer 
aircraft and several more 
buddy boxes for member use. 
Dan Compton is getting in-
structor help here from Jason 
Walsh, Cliff Fullhart and Den-
nis McFarlane. 
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Highlights of the June 8, 2006 Regular Membership Meeting at the field. 

Above: A great turn out for the first meeting of the year at the field. The July, 
August, and September meetings will also be held at the field (weather per-
mitting). Below: Sam Faircloth’s Jenny on display. Remember he donated it 
to the club and it is to be the grand prize in our event raffle. Tickets will be 
sold at the big three events and the drawing will be held on the last day of the 
Festival of Giants. Let’s hope we sell a gazillion tickets for this one! 
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Safety Corner 
By Karl Griesbaum 

630-584-7616 
www.robart.com 

Not a lot of safety issues at the 
field this month but the picture 
on the left sure points out the 
need to consider the center of 
gravity on our airplanes when in-
stalling the radio gear. Also, we 
are reminded that members 
should be aware of the wind direc-

tion and fly a right hand pattern when winds are from the East and a left 
hand pattern when winds are from the West. Never fly north of the runway 
centerline and aerobatics should be performed above the downwind leg of the 
flight pattern. Helicopters should be flown at the northwest corner of the field 
away from the airplane flight pattern. Obviously, if you are the only one in the 
air you may fly your helicopter over the runways (grass or asphalt) but air-
planes have priority over the runways as they need them and you don’t. Al-
ways be courteous and never  fly without a spotter! Safety is no accident. 
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Instructors Corner 
By Dan Compton 

It has been a busy summer so far and we have had some excit-
ing  moments during training. Our Monday and Wednesday train-
ing has been going well, with several trainees coming out for some 
buddy-box time. A special thank you goes to Cliff Fullhart for being 
available on most of the days and giving his time to get some of the 
new trainees airborne. Thanks to all the other trainers who have 
stepped up to make our training program a great one.   
Of  special note this month is the receipt of SOLO status by Bill 
Scherer and Dennis Smalley. Congratulations, you two! Ken 
Voegele and Bruce Thomas have been doing well during practice 
and should be flying SOLO soon. 
Bill Malleris has purchased a Sig Kadet Senior and has flown about 
6-10 flights on the buddy cord. Good work, Bill. 
Till next month, 
Dan 

630-904-9983        www.planesplus.com 
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Telephone: 630-832-4908 
P.O.Box 449, 121 Addison Ave., Elmhurst, IL 60126 

We are one block west of York Road and two and one half blocks south of North Ave. 
(Route 64) in the City Center of Elmhurst 

Monday: 12:00 to 8:00 P.M. 
Tuesday through Friday: 10:00 A.M. to 8: 00 P.M. 

Saturday: 9:00 A.M. to 5:30 P.M. 
Sunday: 12:00 to 5:00 P.M. 

Best Buy Shopping Plaza (Route 59) 
4338 East New York Street #10 

Aurora, IL 60540 

630- 375-1230 

Main Street Commons 
3627 East Main St. 

St. Charles, IL 60174 
630-587-1256 

23 Huntington Lane Wheeling, IL 60090 

847-537-8669 
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