
 

	

FVAC Flypaper - August 2019   Page !1

Fox	Valley	Aero	Club	

Flypaper 
August  2019 

	  President: 
   Dale Gathman  
			president@foxvalleyaero.com 

   Vice President: 
   Dave Murray 
			vicepresident@foxvalleyaero.com 

   Secretary: 
   Debbie Howe 
			secretary@foxvalleyaero.com 

   Treasurer: 
   Joe Pedone 
   treasurer@foxvalleyaero.com 

   Flypaper Editor: 
   Susan Galle 
			newsletter@foxvalleyaero.com	

AMA Gold Leader Club 

Academy of Model Aeronautics 
Charter Club #252

mailto:president@foxvalleyaero.com
mailto:vicepresident@foxvalleyaero.com
mailto:secretary@foxvalleyaero.com
mailto:newsletter@foxvalleyaero.com
mailto:president@foxvalleyaero.com
mailto:vicepresident@foxvalleyaero.com
mailto:secretary@foxvalleyaero.com
mailto:newsletter@foxvalleyaero.com


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Dale Gathman 
president@foxvalleyaero.com	
 

A Busy Summer.  I 
was able to attend the 
Air Supremacy over 
Goshen (Indiana)

event this year again, 
and had a great time.  
This event is part of 
the Warbird and 
Classics Alliance, and 
it is run by RJ Monroe 
and Chuck Hamilton.  
Their flying field is a 

grass strip perpendicular to the runway at the 
Goshen Airport, and it is a beautiful and very long 
strip.  We had a whole group of our members 
attend, and we rented almost a whole 40 x 80 
tent, and put Fox Valley Aero Club Banners on 
both the front and back of the tent.  This worked 
out very well, and the members who joined in 
renting the tent definitely want to repeat this for 
next year’s Goshen event.  I hope more of you get 
a chance to attend.


Following that, I headed to Oshkosh for my yearly 
week of full scale Aviation awesomeness.  This 
year, I went early and stayed late, so ended up 
being there for 10 days.  I got to work the 
flightline as a volunteer for the Vintage Aircraft 

Association, and put in about 25 hours parking 
planes and policing the flightline during the air 
shows.  Tom Flint also camped out next to me 
this year, and it was great to have a neighbor that 
is a friend from home.  A few other members of 
the club visited us on Wednesday, and it is 
always a joy to have visitors.


Two things that I have realized after going to 
different aviation events (both R/C and full scale) 
is that we are very fortunate to live so close to 
some of the best events in the country, and also 
aviation people are some of the nicest people you

will ever meet.  I think that we all realize how 
blessed we are to be able to participate in such a 
wonderful and rich hobby.


Fun Fly #1.   I must apologize about a mix-up 
with the first Fun Fly.  I was at Oshkosh with no 
way to blast an email out, and Alan and I talked 
about the heat being so high that he felt we 
should cancel it.  He was going to go to the field 
and let anyone who showed up know about that 
but after checking the cameras a half-hour prior 
to the event, he saw nobody there and thought 
he didn’t need to show up.  He later checked the 
cameras and said that some of you did show up.  

Thanks go to Jeff Peca who ran the Fun Fly for 
the members who did show up to bear the heat.  
Jeff switched it to a two minute timed flight, and 
Paul Martin won with a time of 1:44.5.  Our next 
Fun Fly will be Sunday, August 11 from 1:00-3:00 

pm.  This follows our Retro Fly which will be the 
Saturday before (August 10).


I hope that you all have had time to enjoy our 
fantastic field now that the weather has gotten 
better.  Also, I hope to see you at the August 
Member Meeting on the 8th.  Don’t forget to bring 
your latest projects to show to the group.


Dale
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FROM OUR SECRETARY  
Debbie Howe 
Secretary@foxvalleyaero.com 

Fox Valley Aero Club - Member Meeting Minutes

July 11, 2019 @ St  Charles Township Hall

President Dale Gathman called the meeting to order 
and reminded everyone to say their name before 
speaking as Secretary Debbie Howe is already at the 
Goshen event and will be doing the minutes off of a 
recording. 

Dale asked for a motion to approve the June meeting 
minutes, a motion was made by Tom Spriet and 
seconded by Scott Schilling.  All Approved - all 15 of 
you. 

Treasurer, Joe Pedone said the checking account is 
doing really well.  All the bills for the Warbird event 
have been paid except for the porta potties bill.  Having 
3 nice days of weather really helped.  For right now the 
rest of the year is just maintenance and grass cutting 
and we hope to have a good festival that we will take 
in a bit more there as well.  A motion to approve the 
treasurers report was made by Paul Jacobs and 
seconded by Greg Bohler, all approved. 

Dale let the club members know that the reason most 
of the board members are not here is that, they are 
down at the Warbird and Classics Event in Goshen 
Indiana.  Dale said he would be leaving right after 
this and Joe Pedone would be going down tomorrow. 
Dale also said there is another Warbird and Classics 
events coming up in August 15-17th. 
Safety Chairman, Jeff Peca was up next and said we 
have 2 events coming up Aug 3rd - 9am-2pm we will 

have the Cub Fly event, any size cub, come out and fly, 
there will be a different event and some awards and 
then the same night there will be a Night Fly.  There 
will be a $10 landing fee and that includes the BBQ. 
Jeff said the profits from these events will once again 
be donated to the AMA. Jeff reminded everyone that 
we will be lighting the run way with glow sticks once 
again. If you have not seen that before it looks really 
cool.  Come on out and have fun and enjoy. 

President Dale Gathman also reminded everyone that 
the week after that Aug 10th  will be Retro Fly Event
from 9am-3pm and then the next day August 11th, will 
be fun fly #2. 

President Dale Gathman said we had a great parade on 
the 4th  of July in Glen Ellyn.  We had 9 people 
come up and walk the parade.  They did not bring the 
float because it was about a 30 mile drive.  We 
were able to drive our jets down the street.  Dale 
showed the members that the club was given $100 
check for doing the parade and said that would be 
donated to the Salvation Army Angel Tree program 
that we have at our holiday party.  We would like to get 
a float ready to use there next year (sorry, no one gave 
a name).  Someone said they had a friend who might 
have a low car trailer that they might be willing to 
donate and he would look into it and let Dale know. 

Dale let everyone know that after updating the 
membership we are at 183 members.  Tom Spriet 
suggested that we put new badges for people that do 
not come to meetings in a box at the field, instead 
of mailing them.  Save on postage. 

Field Chairman, Karl Griesbaum said we now have 
a ceiling fan in the pavilion and it also has a light on it. 
A Big thanks to Greg Bohler for installing it, a round 
of applause for Greg was had by all.  Karl said the field 
is going fine after the Warbird event. Dale Gathman 
made a point to thank Karl Griesbaum for all his
work at getting the field ready for the Warbird event, 
and said the field was in the best shape it has ever 
been.  Everyone did great and worked hard. 

Flypaper Editor, Susan Galle was not there but Dale 
confirmed that everyone had gotten it and it looked 
great. 

Public Relations Chairman, Tom Flint was not there 
and Dale said he had no report from him.  Dale 
reminded everyone that fun fly number 1 would be 
coming up in 9 days and would be “mains only” for the 
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event.  Dale asked everyone to brush up on the rules of 
the event that were sent out.  Fun Fly #1 July 20,2019 
and Family Fly Day will be on August 24, 2019. We 
will send out an email with more information.  Dale 
also let everyone know that Doug Swanson will be 
sending out an email with more information on Retro 
Fly day. 

Dale said we had 54 volunteers for the Warbird event 
and a nice round of applause was had for all.  It was a 
very successful event, we had 80 pilots and everyone 
had a good time. The field was in really good shape.  
We had a lot of good flights.  Dale read a letter from 
the Marine Corps veterans that Rich Gabrys brought 
to the show. We also had a D-Day Vet and another 
WW2 vet that we were able to honor with the noon 
show.  We had a really good noon time show. The 
amount of pilots was pretty much the same as last year. 
While we did have a lot of great comments, we did 
have one negative comment saying the noon time show 
was too long.  We will be taking comments to see what 
club members think for next year.  Jim Thompson 
suggested moving the pilots meeting off the flight line. 
Dale said we were getting emails from a Robert Loftus; 
who works at for the FAA in the tower at DuPage 
Airport.  He sent us a 6-page email with field rules 
including letting the tower guys at DuPage know that 
there would be increased drone activity on these days. 
This actually was a big help to us for our event and this 
made the event safer for all.  We will be sending him 
the club calendar and keeping him informed for any of 
our events. 

President Dale Gathman said it looks like as of right 
now we made around $2000 on the event.  The 
trailer from the AMA was pretty full all day on Friday. 
It worked very well and was great for the kids. It 
has been brought up that we bring our own flight 
simulators for next year, instead of renting the trailer. 

The Festival of Flight will be September 7th.  We will 
be having a different car club out there this year but 
it will be a Wings and Wheels festival again. 

We had some show and tell with Paul Martin showing 
off his vacu-forming  box that he built.  He said the 
worst part of the project was drilling all the holes.  Paul 
brought a video to show how this vacu-forming 
box works. Paul said the process was very easy and 
shows how used the mold.  Paul said he 
uses PET G .030 thickness, he gets it at Piedmont 
Plastics.  It is sold in 4x8 sheets.  Paul also showed the 

bombs he made like VQ plastic bombs that you can 
drop which are filled with talc powder.  Paul said if 
anyone has any questions feel free to contact him. 

A motion to adjourn was made by Mike Maciejewski 
and seconded by Tom Spriet. All Approved. 

� 
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2019 Fox Valley Aero Club
Calendar of Events

January	1	 Fun-Fly	—	Frozen	Fingers	 	 	 10:00	am	FVAC	Field	
January	10	 FVAC	Member	Mtg		 	 	 	 6:00	Board,	7:30	Member	at	Township	Hall	

February	14	 FVAC	Member	Mtg		 	 	 	 6:30	Board,	7:30	Member	at	Township	Hall	
February	16	 FVAC	Annual	Swap	Meet		 	 	 9:00-1:00	Swap,	1:00-4:00	Indoor	Foamy	Fly		 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Kane	County	Fair	Grounds	

March	14	 FVAC	Member	Mtg		 	 	 	 6:30	Board,	7:30	Member	at	Township	Hall	

April	11		 FVAC	Member	Mtg		 	 	 	 6:30	Board,	7:30	Member	at	Township	Hall	
April	18		 Norton	Creek	Stem	Rocket	Launch		 	 1:00-7:00	FVAC	Field		
April	19		 NCS	Rocket	Launch	(Rain	Day)		 	 	 1:00	-	7:00	FVAC	Field		
April	20		 Field	Work	Day			 	 	 	 9:00	am	FVAC	Field	

May	4	 	 Tree	Line/Berm	OrientaFon	Day	 	 9:00	am–1:00	pm	-	FVAC	Field	
May	9	 	 FVAC	Member	Mtg		 	 	 	 6:30	Board,	7:30	Regular	at	Township	Hall	
May	18			 CANCELLED	-	Cub	Scout	Rocket	Fest	 	 9:00-12:00	FVAC	Field		
May	19		 CANCELLED	-	Fun-Fly	–#1		-	?	 	 	 1:00-3:00	FVAC	Field	
May	27		 St.	Charles	Memorial	Day	Parade		 	 Time	TBD	
May	31		 2019	Media	Day		 	 	 	 9:00-3:00	FVAC	Field		

June	1	 	 FVAC	Cookout	(formerly	pig	roast)	 	 12:00	-	FVAC	Field	
June	13		 FVAC	Member	MeeQng			 	 	 6:30	Board,	7:30	Member	at	Township	Hall	
June	20-22	 2019	Windy	City	Warbirds	&	Classics		 	 FVAC	Field	
June	23		 Open	Fly	–	All	Scale	 	 	 	 FVAC	Field	

July	11			 FVAC	Member	Mtg.	 	 	 	 6:30	Board,	7:30	Member	at	FVAC	Field		
July	20	 	 Fun-Fly	–	#1	-	???		 	 	 	 1:00-3:00	FVAC	Field	

August	3	 Cub	Fly	-	AMA	SancFoned	-	Open		 	 9:00-2:00	Cubs	Only,	2:00	All	-	FVAC	Field		
August	3	 Night	Fly	-	AMA	SancFoned	-	Open		 	 8:00	pm	-	Midnight	-	FVAC	Field		
August	8		 FVAC	Member	Mtg		 	 	 	 6:30	Board,	7:30	Member	at	FVAC	Field	
August	10		 Retro	Fly		 	 	 	 	 9:00	-	3:00	pm	FVAC	Field		
August	11	 Fun	Fly	-	#2	-	???	 	 	 	 1:00	-	3:00pm	FVAC	Field		
August	24		 Family	Fly	Day	 	 	 	 	 10:00	am	–	3:00	pm	-	FVAC	Field	

September	7	 FesFval	of	Flight		 	 	 	 FVAC	Field	
September	12		 FVAC	Member	Mtg		 	 	 	 6:30	Board,	7:30	Member	at	Township	Hall	
September	14		 Tailgate	Swap	Meet		 	 	 	 9:00	-	3:00	FVAC	Field		
September	21	 Fun	Fly	#3	-	??	 	 	 	 	 1:00-3:00	FVAC	Field		
September	28	 Night	Fly	&	Chili	Dinner		 	 	 7:00	pm	FVAC	Field	

October	10	 FVAC	Member	Mtg		 	 	 	 6:30	Board,	7:30	Member	at	Township	Hall	
October	12		 Turkey	Fry		 	 	 		 	 12:00	FVAC	Field	

November	14		 FVAC	Member	Mtg		 	 	 	 6:30	Board,	7:30	Member	at	Township	Hall	

December	6		 Annual	Christmas	Party		 	 	 6:00	Hilton	Garden	Inn	-	St.	Charles	
December	12		 Rookies	Christmas	Party	 	 	 7:00	Rookies	Sports	Bar	&	Grill-St.	Charles	

Revision		07-08-2019			
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Dawn	Patrol	at	Air	Supremacy	Over	Goshen	2019	
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The	viewpoints	in	this	newsletter	are	solely	those	
of	the	individual	authors.		They	may	not	
necessarily	represent	those	of	the	Editor,	Officers,	
Board	or	Membership	of	the	Fox	Valley	Aero	Club.	

The	Flypaper	is	a	monthly	publication	of:	
The	Fox	Valley	Aero	Club	
P.O.	Box	837	
St.	Charles,	IL		60174-0837	
www.foxvalleyaero.	com	

An	Illinois	not-for-profit	Corporation

Interested	in	joining	our	club??		Go	to	foxvalleyaero.com	and	download		

the	FVAC	New	Membership	Form

http://foxvalleyaero.com
http://foxvalleyaero.com

