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HANDS-FREE MINNESOTA 

On August 1st Minnesota celebrated the 1-year anniversary of the hands-free cell phone law. 
 

 

What can I do under the hands-fee law? The hands-free law allows a driver to use their cell phone to make calls, text, listen to music or 

podcasts and get directions, but only by voice commands or single-touch activation without holding the phone.  Remember, hands-free is not 

necessarily distraction-free.  
 

What can’t I do with my phone under the hands-free law? You may not hold your phone in your 

 hand. Also, a driver may not use their phone at any time for video calling, video live-streaming,  

Snapchat, gaming, looking at video or photos stored on the phone, using non-navigation apps,  

reading texts and scrolling or typing on the phone.  
 

Where can I put my phone? The best way to go hands-free is by turning off your phone and  

placing it in your purse/bag, trunk, center console or glove compartment. That way it’s out of  

sight, out of mind. If you must have your phone available, placing your cell on a mount is a great option. You are allowed to place your phone 

on the passenger seat, in the cup holder or other locations in the vehicle as long as you are not holding the phone.  
 

Can I use a GPS navigation device? Yes. GPS and other systems that can only be used for navigation are exempt from the Hands-Free law. 

In-car screens and systems are also exempt. In both cases, most of these systems lock when the vehicle is moving. 
 

Will this make the roads safer? Yes, in two ways. In 12 of 15 states with hands-free laws, traffic fatalities have decreased by an average of 15 

percent [Source: National Safety Council and Insurance Federation based on National Highway Traffic Safety Administration  

data]. This law will also help law enforcement keep Minnesotans safe. Because drivers aren’t allowed to have a phone in their  

hand, it’ll be easier for law enforcement to see violations and take more effective action.  

 

 

 
 

For more information visit HandsFreeMN.org 

 

THE  INSTALLMENT 
  

 

N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 7  

   ALEXANDRIA   320.763.6018   800.450.4177           ELBOW LAKE   218.685.8295   GLENWOOD   320.634.7822   MORRIS   320.208.6670   WHEATON   320.422.7806 
                                            Find us on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/HorizonPublicHealth        Visit our website:  https://horizonpublichealth.org/ 
       

AUGUST 2020 

 

 

Are there penalties? YES. The first ticket is more than $120 (includes fine plus court costs), and subsequent tickets are more 

than $300 (includes fine plus court costs). 
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