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We are a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 

(All are welcome here) 
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Phone 262-694-5050 

 

Many terrible tragedies fell upon the Jews. While some believed it was their 

own fault for their lack of repentance, Jesus had a different message. Repent, 

not to escape tragedy, but that they might bear good fruit. 

 

The mission of God is life. Hope replaces despair. Faith replaces fear. Life 

replaces death. How are you participating in God’s mission of life? 
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WELCOME  

AM: Good morning. Welcome in the name of the Lord to Trinity, 

Kenosha. We are a Reconciling in Christ congregation of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America who welcomes and 

affirms all persons into the life of our faith community.  

        We extend a special welcome for those watching who are new to our 

faith community and invite you to explore our ministries by visiting 

our website at trinitykenosha.org or contact Pastor Tom. 

 

UNLIGHTING OF THE LENTEN FLAME 

AM: During the season of Advent, each Sunday we light a new candle on 

the advent wreath in preparation for the incarnation of the Word of 

God. 

         This year during the season of Lent, each Sunday we extinguish a 

candle in preparation for the darkness of Jesus’ betrayal and death 

on Good Friday.  During this time of Lenten preparation, we confess 

that we often judge each other’s sins, rating some persons more 

sinful than ourselves. Jesus calls us to a life of repentance for all 

have sinned and fall short of God’s glory. 

C:    We have taken the gift of faith for granted. We fool ourselves by 

believing that we’re free from repenting our sins because of 

God’s abundant grace. The truth of our lives is not in us 

preventing us from experiencing the fullness of God’s 

compassion.  

AM: We extinguish the 2nd candle, confessing our failure to repent of our 

sin-filled ways. 

 

GATHERING SONG   

🎶  As Rain From the Clouds ……………………………. #508 

As rain from the clouds will your word come to earth,  

as snow from the heavens refreshing the land. 

Then soften our soul that the good seed may grow  



and ripen rich fruit to return to your hand. 

We praise you, our God, for the dew of your word; 

We thank you, good gard’ner, for your tender toil. 

We bless you, best farmer, for hundredfold yield, 

For harvest of grace in our once barren soil. 

 

As grain that is scattered your word has been sown 

On rocks and on roadways, in good earth and sand. 

Make fertile our soil that the good seed may grow 

And ripen rich fruit to return to your hand. 

We praise you, our God, for the seed of your word; 

We thank you, good gard’ner, for your tender toil. 

We bless you, best farmer, for hundredfold yield, 

For harvest of grace in our once barren soil 

 

As rays of the sun shall your word light the world, 

Awaking and warming and healing our land. 

Then shine in our hearts that the good seed may grow 

And ripen rich fruit to return to your hand. 

We praise you, our God, for the light of your word; 

We thank you, good gard’ner, for your tender toil. 

We bless you, best farmer, for hundredfold yield, 

For harvest of grace in our once barren soil. 

 

P:  Creator God, we glimpse your beauty in a setting sun, mountain top, 

eagle’s wing. We sense your power in thunder crash, lightning flash 

and ocean’s roar. Creator God, we praise you. Precious Jesus, we see 

your love stretched out upon a cruel cross.  

     We stand in awe at your sacrifice, pure love poured out for humankind. 

     Precious Jesus, we praise you. Holy Spirit, we see your power in lives 

transformed, hearts on fire. We listen for your still, small voice, 

comforting, guiding, calling. Holy Spirit, we praise you. 

 

 

 



FORGIVENESS AND CONFESSION 

P: We gather in the name of Holy Triune God-Creator, Redeemer, and 

Sanctifier. Amen.  

     Trusting in the abundant mercy and everlasting love of God, let us 

confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

P:     God of mercy, 

C:   ...Jesus was faithful even in the face of death, yet we so often fail 

you in day to day living. Our commitment is shaky, our promises 

are unreliable, and our actions are questionable. We quit when 

discipleship becomes difficult and complain that we don’t get 

enough credit. Forgive us our neglect of your mission and our 

lukewarm devotion and wake us up to the urgency of your gospel. 

P:  God is gracious and pardons all our shortcomings. May the giver of 

life forgive us our sins and restore us to the joy of discipleship and 

service, for the sake of Jesus our faithful Lord.  

All:  Amen 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

AM: Let us pray together the Prayer of the Day. Merciful God, 

C:  ...You long for your people to bear the fruits of mercy and 

repentance. Tend and guide our growth into a faithful nation 

who serves you and the people you love, for the sake of Jesus. 

Amen. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC  

AM: Special Music is ‘40 Day’s and ‘Let Me Be Your Servant’, a remix 

played by the Interim Musician, Jean Nelson.  

 

WORD 

AM: Scriptures today will be read by Betsi Smith. 

 



L:     Through the proclaimed word of God, the Holy Spirit moves to 

instill and deepen faith.  

 

A reading from the book of Psalms.                                     (Psalm 122) 
1I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord!” 
2Our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
3Jerusalem—built as a city that is bound firmly together. 
4To it the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, as was decreed for Israel, to 

give thanks to the name of the Lord. 
5For there the thrones for judgment were set up, the thrones of the house 

of David. 
6Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May they prosper who love you. 
7Peace be within your walls, and security within your towers.” 
8For the sake of my relatives and friends I will say, “Peace be within 

you.” 
9For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your good. 

L: Word of God, word of life.                                C: Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

🎶 We are turning, Lord to hear you: you are merciful and kind - 

     Slow to anger, rich in blessing, and with love to us inclined. 

A reading from the gospel of Luke.                           (Luke 13:1-9, 31-35)  

13At that very time there were some present who told him about the 

Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 2He asked 

them, “Do you think that because these Galileans suffered in this way they 

were worse sinners than all other Galileans? 3No, I tell you; but unless 

you repent, you will all perish as they did. 4Or those eighteen who were 

killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think that they were 

worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5No, I tell you; 

but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did.” 



6Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; 

and he came looking for fruit on it and found none. 7So he said to the 

gardener, ‘See here! For three years I have come looking for fruit on this 

fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the 

soil?’ 8He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig around it 

and put manure on it. 9If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, 

you can cut it down.’” 

31At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, “Get away from 

here, for Herod wants to kill you.” 32He said to them, “Go and tell that fox 

for me, ‘Listen, I am casting out demons and performing cures today and 

tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work. 33Yet today, tomorrow, 

and the next day I must be on my way, because it is impossible for a 

prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem.’ 34Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city 

that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often have 

I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under 

her wings, and you were not willing! 35See, your house is left to you. And 

I tell you, you will not see me until the time comes when you say, ‘Blessed 

is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.’” 

L: The Gospel of the Lord.                           C: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

SERMON                                                                            Pastor Tom 

A moment of silence follows the sermon for the movement of the Holy Spirit. 

HYMN OF THE DAY     

🎶 Blessed Be Your Name                                        Redman, Redman 

Blessed be Your name in the land that is plentiful. 

Where Your streams of abundance flow, blessed be Your name. 
 

Blessed be Your name when I’m found in the desert place, 

Though I walk through the wilderness, blessed be Your name. 
 

Every blessing You pour out, I’ll turn back to praise. 

When the darkness closes in, Lord, still I will stay. 



Blessed be the name of the Lord, blessed be your name. 

Blessed be the name of the Lord, blessed be your glorious name. 
 

Blessed be Your name, when the sun’s shining down on me. 

When the world’s all as it should be, blessed be Your name. 
 

Blessed be Your name, on the road marked with suffering. 

Though there’s pain in the offering, blessed be Your name. 
 

Every blessing You pour out, I’ll turn back to praise. 

When the darkness closes in, Lord, still I will stay. 

Blessed be the name of the Lord, blessed be your name. 

Blessed be the name of the Lord, blessed be your glorious name. 
 

You give and take away; You give and take away 

My heart will choose to say, Lord, blessed be Your name. 

You give and take away; You give and take away 

My heart will choose to say, Lord, blessed be Your name. 
 

Blessed be the name of the Lord, blessed be your name. 

Blessed be the name of the Lord, blessed be your glorious name. 

Blessed be the name of the Lord, blessed be your name. 

Blessed be the name of the Lord, blessed be your glorious name. 
 

© 2002 ThankYou Music 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

AM: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the 

church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. Each portion of the 

prayers ends with these words: God of Mercy....“Hear our prayer” 

 

AM: You give us endless chances to show your love in our lives, although 

we do not always take them. Open our hearts to see the world with 

the same compassion that you do, and treat others with the grace you 

have given us. God of mercy, 

C:     Hear our prayer. 



AM: We pray for peace in the Holy Land and for reconciliation between 

its peoples. Soften hearts that have hardened and forgive those who 

have succumbed to hatred. God of mercy, 

C:     Hear our prayer. 

 

AM: Even amidst the curses of pollution, endangerment and exploitation, 

this earth and its creatures continue to endure and thrive. Make us 

willing and dedicated partners committed to the renewal of our 

environment. God of mercy, 

C:     Hear our prayer. 

 

P:     Disease and disaster are not punishments for sin, but rather reflections 

of a broken and imperfect world. Strengthen all who suffer adversity 

of any kind and who need a special measure of your healing, 

especially… God of mercy, 

C:     Hear our prayer. 

 

AM: We remember Linus Pauling and all scientists who use their gifts for 

the benefit of people and the advancement of peace upon the planet. 

Inspire us through his witness to discern where our own gifts are 

most needed. God of mercy, 

C:    Hear our prayer. 

 

P:    (Here other petitions are offered) God of mercy, 

C:    Hear our prayer. 

 

AM: You hear all your children’s prayers and gather the lost into your 

loving arms. Teach us to put our trust in you, and in our Lord and 

savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

C:     Amen. 

 

PEACE 

AM:  The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

C:     And also with you. 



AM:  If you are gathered with friends or family, share a word of peace  

         with one another. 

 

OFFERING    

AM: During this season of “together while apart” your financial gifts 

given to the glory of God are especially precious and needed. 

There are three ways to give: 

1. Mail a check to Trinity, 7104 - 39th Avenue, Kenosha, WI  53142 

2. Text a dollar amount with dollar sign (i.e. $20) to: 262-429-9785 

3. Select the “Giving” button on our homepage, 

www.trinitykenosha.org 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

AM: Let us pray: 

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine 

our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light 

we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all 

the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 

Amen. 

C:    Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                

AM: As we pray together the Lord’s Prayer, please use the version that 

best nurtures your faith. 

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your Kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily 

bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  

Amen.  
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Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen 

 

SENDING 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND HAPPENINGS - Pastor Tom 
 

BLESSING   

P:  Almighty God, Father +Son and Holy Spirit bless us and keep us,  

      guiding our thoughts and our actions in the grace of Jesus Christ. 

C:  Amen 

 

SENDING HYMN  

♫ Thy Holy Wings ………………………………… Hymn 613 

Thy holy wings, O Savior, spread gently over me, 

And let me rest securely through good and ill in thee. 

Oh, be my strength and portion, my rock and hiding place, 

And let my ev’ry moment be lived within thy grace. 
 

Oh, let me nestle near thee, within thy downy breast 

Where I will find sweet comfort and peace within thy next. 

Oh, close thy wings around me and keep me safely there, 

For I am but a newborn and need thy tender care. 
 

Oh, wash me in the waters of Noah’s cleansing flood, 

Give me a willing spirit, a heart both clean and good. 

Oh, take into thy keeping thy children great and small 

And while we sweetly slumber, enfold us one and all. 

 

DISMISSAL 

AM: Go. Walk in the light of Christ.       C:    Thanks be to God. 


