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Happy New Year!
A Note from Linda Johnson, Executive Director

1116 Phillips Street Augusta, Georgia 30901
706-724-3576 www.lucycraftlaneymuseum.com

On January 17th hundreds of people joined together virtually to celebrate the 
extraordinary achievements of Christine Miller Betts during her 26 years as Executive 
Director of one of the South’s top Black History Museums.

The Lucy Craft Laney Museum of Black History and Conference Center presented
Christine Miller Betts Virtual Retirement Celebration on the Laney Museum’s 
YouTube Channel and Facebook pages. Actor and Producer Jerome Preseton Bates was 
the special guest Emcee and musical tributes included performances by world renown 
artists like Damien Sneed. Special guests included Zena Howard, award-winning 
architect, known for her work on the Smithsonian Institution's National Museum of 
African American History and Culture; the amazing Pat Knox, a local benefactor; Dr. 
Lee Ann Caldwell with Augusta University; Elizabeth Jones, President Top Ladies of 
Distinction; and many more. The celebration can be viewed on the following links: 

Celebrating Christine Miller-Betts and her Retirement  

Self-Guided Museum Tours!
The Lucy Craft Laney Museum received 
a grant from Creel-Harison Foundation to 
establish an audio tour, that is currently 
in production. This  new tool will allow 
visitors to tour the museum at their own 
pace while still learning the fascinating 
details about the collections.

I hope everyone is using the recent holidays to relax, stay safe 
and spend quality time with family.  We would love for you to 
become a part of our museum family.  We have added a new 
membership level: Eternal Flame Keepers.  This is a $10 monthly 
recurring donation.  The members at this level help to keep the 
flame lit, that we may never forget the legacy of Miss Laney 
through a $10 monthly recurring donation.  Our goal is to have 
400 people to commit to donating $10 each month.  In order to 
reach this goal, we need YOU!  Eternal Flame Keeper members 
will receive a beautiful flame keepers lapel pin, two (2) free admission tickets for museum tours, invitations to 
exhibition previews, subscription to the Museum's Quarterly Newsletter and recognition in our Annual Friends of 
the Museum Directory.  To become a member, please go to:  Friends of the Museum Annual Membership at 
https://www.classy.org/campaign/friends-of-the-museum-annual-membership/c308760 or scan the QR 
Code below.  As we enter a new and exciting year, the Board of Directors and staff of the Lucy Craft Laney 
Museum of Black History would like to wish you a Happy New Year and we hope your holidays 
were filled with love and joy!

Best regards,
Linda F. Johnson, Executive Director

The information below is for the scout's project.  I sent the pictures 
to you via text a few minutes ago.  I couldn't remember if I had 
already sent you the pictures. 

Christopher Williams, Boy Scout, selected the Lucy Craft Laney 
Museum for his Eagle Scout Project.  The scope of the project was 
to pay tribute to Ms. Lucy Craft Laney by restoring the beautiful 
garden bridge that had decayed due to time and the elements, to 
clean, weed and replant shrubs and flowers in all garden areas. 
The scouts dedicated their weekends to complete this project, with 
the help of their leaders.  Their aim was to give something back to 
the community that would stand the test of time for future 
generations of visitors to enjoy. Over the past 4 years, Scout 
Master Leaders, Mrs. Christa Fulkerson and Cub Scout Leader, Mr. 
Lenton Oatman, have committed countless hours with these young 
men to ensure they reach the ultimate goal of achieving their Eagle 
Scout Patch. Throughout their journey in scouting, they have 
gained knowledge, skills and abilities that will help them to be 
successful in whatever career path they choose. 

Name of the Troop: Whispering Pines Baptist Church of 
Hephzibah, GA
Troop Number: #118
Scout Master Leader: Christa Fulkerson
Cub Scout Leader: Lenton Oatman
Sr. Patrol Leader: Christopher Williams
Asst. Patrol Leader: Micah Jones

Scouts:
Marcus Bishop
Lazorian Kenrick
Jacquevian Bunch

Helpers/Parents:
Bryson Barnard
Sharon Williams
Ralph Kenrick

The Golfing Exhibition – A tribute to the 50th Anniversary of the Lucy Craft Laney 
Comprehensive High School's 1st Golf Team.

Rhian I have attached additional information that will go in the 
newsletter

Did I send you the list of exhibits for 2021

I am sure you have some questions so let's touch basis soon

If necessary let's set up a Zoom meeting for early next week with 
everyone so we can all be on the same page

Many thanks

Have a great one

The first photo is of Amanda America Dickson Toomer

The second photo was Amanda's house at 448 Telfair Street where the 
state historic marker will go

The third photo is of the Committee of Ten, representing the Augusta 
Riot

The fourth photo is of me telling the Evans group about the history of 
the Haines Institute

The fifth photo is the Evans group cleaning up the neighborhood

The sixth photo is the Evans group cleaning up the neighborhood

The seventh photo is the Evans group cleaning up the neighborhood

I will supply additional information for the Evans photos

For the HBCU Experience let's use the banner you created for the 
exhibit or the still shot from the panel discussion or both

Your membership supports keeping the legacy of Miss Laney alive.

About the Campaign
The mission of the Lucy Craft Laney Museum of Black History is to promote the legacy 
of Miss Lucy Craft Laney through art, history and the preservation of her home.

As a privately funded nonprofit institution, The Lucy Craft Laney Museum of Black 
History relies on the generosity of its friends and supporters to meet the enormous cost 
of providing quality programs and services, year-round, to thousands of local, national 
and international visitors.  While your membership provides you with a full-range of 
exciting benefits, your support helps the museum keep the legacy of Miss Lucy Craft 
Laney alive!

The Lucy Craft Laney Museum of Black History is a non-profit 501 c(3) organization. All 
contributions are tax deductible within the extent of the law. 

Thank you again for your support.

https://www.classy.org/campaign/friends-of-the-museum-annual-membership/c308760

Eternal Flame Keepers, Monthly Recurring
$10
Flame lit, that we may never forget the legacy of Miss Laney through $10 monthly recurring 
donation. Two (2) free admissions per year; All Dual/Family Member Benefits; Plus Flame Keepers 
Lapel Pin.

Friend Membership
$25
One free admission per year; Invitations to exhibitions previews; Subscription to Museum's 
quarterly newsletter; Recognition in Annual Friends of the museum Membership Directory

Dual Family Membership
$50
All friend-Level Membership benefits; One (1) additional free admission per year for a total of two 
(2) free admissions.

Sponsor Membership
$100
All Dual/Family-Level Member benefits; 10% discount on lectures and workshops.

Supporter Membership
$250
Sponsor-Level Membership benefits; Invitation to Special VIP Events; One (1) free copy of the 
Lucy Craft Laney Poster

Patron Membership
$500
Supporter-Level Membership benefits; Additional 10% discount on lectures and workshops for a 
total of 20%; One (1) free copy of Lucy Craft Laney Video.

Sustainer Membership
$1,000
Patron-Level Membership benefits; One (1) free rental of the Conference Room; Two (2) tickets to 
one Museum Special Event; Commemorative Brick in the Lucy Craft Laney Period Garden

“The HBCU Experience, Past, Present and Future” is open for tours  now 
through September 25th.  Admission is free thanks to a partnership with 
Bank of America. This new exhibit examines the role that historically 
black colleges and universities have played in shaping many of the iconic 
figures of Augusta.  In addition to the physical exhibit at the Museum, 
several free virtual and interactive components are planned. 

Post-Civil War America saw the creation of dozens of Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities, or HBCUs.  Some HBCUs are large, like 
Southern University in Baton Rouge, while others have a more intimate 
campus setting, like Paine College in Augusta.  No matter the size or 
geographic location of the school there is one thing that is for certain, the 
HBCU experience is a collegiate experience unlike any other.
In September a virtual panel discussion will be held about the history of 
HBCU's and their importance in the 21st Century. The panelists will 
include representatives from various historically black colleges and 
universities. The panel will be moderated by Augusta's own Dee Griffin, a 

The HBCU Experience
“Past, Present and Future”

Fisk University graduate. Due to Covid-19 safety precautions, admission is limited to tours of four people. Available tour 
times are Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday at 10:30am and 2:30pm. Admission is ONLY by pre-scheduled tour.

The Lucy Craft Laney Museum of Black History continues its year-long celebration of 
local Women of Excellence by highlighting Dr. Faye Hargrove.  The founder/CEO of The 
Better Choices Group LLC, Dr. Hargrove earned the PhD in Industrial/Organizational 
Psychology from The University of Georgia.  A longtime member of the academic 
community, Dr. Hargrove's career has connected her with schools like USC Aiken and 
Augusta University, but she has also given her time and talent to many of the national 
renowned historically black colleges like Bennett College in Greensboro, North Carolina 
and Benedict College in Columbia, South Carolina. She has used her expertise as a 
performance coach to work with organizations all over Georgia to include Iron Mountain, 
Harland Clark, Children's Healthcare of Atlanta and in Emory University's Academic 
Leadership and Excellence Through Leadership Programs.  Her Fresh Perspectives Program is designed to allow her 
clients to “release stored negative emotions and reframe thought patterns that keep them stuck and inhibit effective 
decision-making strategies.”  Her book, Better Choices: When we know better we do better, released in 2010, offers 
another avenue for individuals to explore her coaching program. To read the complete article please visit our news 
section at https://lucycraftlaneymuseum.com/2020/08/women-of-excellence-faye-hargrove/.

Women of Excellence: Faye Hargrove

Covid Friendly Activity: GOLDEN BLOCKS Walking Tour
Take a walking tour on your phone of Augusta’s historic Golden 
Blocks. Download the app or go to the museum’s website for more 
information and a link to the Walking Tour App.

Download the mobile tour at http://bit.ly/goldenblockstour

Annual Quilt Exhibition
“Quilting the HBCU Experience”
October 1, 2020-January 24, 2021
This year the Annual Quilt Exhibit is a very special 
showcase of quilts from the renowned Brown  
Sugar Stitchers that highlight the HBCU 
experience.  

The exhibit will feature quilts that represent many 
of the historically black colleges around the 
country as well as quilts inspired by the African-
American Greek-letter organizations. Call early to 
schedule your tour: 706-724-3576.

Museum’s COVID-19 safety guidelines include:
Ÿ Limited entry of visitors per tour is four (4).
Ÿ Temperature checks, Masks and Physical Distancing 
Ÿ Tours by appointment only.  Call to schedule your tour in 

advance at 706-724-3576.
Ÿ Hand sanitizing stations are available in the museum and 

administration office. 
Ÿ Conference Room Rental and Monthly Senior Luncheon have 

been canceled until further notice.

https://www.facebook.com/LaneyMuseum  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyEuDunN-NdlY73p-BRBbBQ



Letter from the New Executive 
Director: Linda Johnson
Welcome back to the Lucy Craft Laney Museum of Black 
History. Due to COVID-19, we had to close our doors in March 
to ensure everyone's safety. We have certainly missed all of you. 
The great news is that we re-opened on a limited basis in 
August. We are eagerly waiting for your return to the museum 
for tours.  Our current exhibition is The HBCU Experience: 
Past, Present and Future.  I know that you will enjoy this 
exhibition as much as I did. Thanks to our wonderful 
partnership with Bank of America, all tours for this exhibition 
are absolutely free! When you arrive at the museum for your 
tour, you will notice some guidelines that we have put in place 
in order to help prevent the spread of COVID-19, and ensure the 
safety of both our staff and visitors. The safety guidelines are:
Ÿ Limited entry – The maximum number of visitors per tour is 

four (4).
Ÿ Temperature checks – will be taken prior to entering the 

building for tours.
Ÿ Tours by appointment only on Tuesday, Thursday, and 

Saturday at 10:30am and 2:30pm.  Please call to schedule 
your tour in advance.  Additional tour times ca be added.

Ÿ Masks – Employees and visitors are required to wear a mask 
during tours.

Ÿ Physical Distancing – Maintain social distance according to 
CDC guidelines of 6 feet. Floor markers are spaced to help 
you practice social distancing.

Ÿ Sanitize to reduce spread – Hand sanitizing stations are 
available in the museum and administration office. We also 
clean all frequently touched surfaces after each tour.

Ÿ Conference Room Rental and Monthly Senior Luncheon 
have been canceled until further notice.

Please call us at 706-724-3576 to schedule your tour. And don't 
forget to visit our Social Media pages for special HBCU posts. 
Check out our website for the latest information on upcoming 
events. Most importantly – stay healthy and safe.

Best regards,
Linda F. Johnson, Interim Executive Director

REMEMBER WHEN: 
Women’s Suffrage March in D.C.
March 13, 2013 was Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc's 100 / 
Centennial Celebration and members from all over the world 
came to Washington DC to retrace the steps of our 22 
Founders.  They paid tribute by participating in the re-
enactment of the Women’s Suffrage March, which was the 
Founders first public act of social involvement.
See the full article: https://bit.ly/2D60H8w
See our photos: https://bit.ly/3b740c1

Annual Quilt Exhibition
“Quilting the HBCU Experience”
October 1, 2020-January 24, 2021
This year the Annual Quilt Exhibit is a very special 
showcase of quilts from the renowned Brown  
Sugar Stitchers that highlight the HBCU 
experience.  

The exhibit will feature quilts that represent many 
of the historically black colleges around the 
country as well as quilts inspired by the African-
American Greek-letter organizations. Call early to 
schedule your tour: 706-724-3576.

DID YOU KNOW...
Lucy Craft Laney’s younger brother, Dr. Frank 
Laney, was an 1894 graduate of the Howard 
University School of Medicine. In 1900 he and his 
wife Ann E. Laney, a registered nurse, had a 
daughter, Margaret Louise Laney. Louise was a 
1923 graduate of Atlanta University and served as 
the second principal of the Haines Normal and 
Industrial Institute after Ms. Laney died in 1933.

Thank You to Our Volunteers!

UPCOMING EXHIBITION

Christopher Williams, Boy Scout, selected the Lucy Craft Laney Museum for 
his Eagle Scout Project.  The scope of the project was to pay tribute to Ms. 
Lucy Craft Laney by restoring the beautiful garden bridge that had decayed 
due to time and the elements, to clean, weed and replant shrubs and flowers in 
all garden areas. The scouts dedicated their weekends to complete this project, 
with the help of their leaders.  Their aim was to give something back to the 
community that would stand the test of time for future generations of visitors 
to enjoy. Over the past 4 years, Scout Master Leaders, Mrs. Christa Fulkerson 
and Cub Scout Leader, Mr. Lenton Oatman, have committed countless hours 
with these young men to ensure they reach the ultimate goal of achieving their 
Eagle Scout Patch. Throughout their journey in scouting, they have gained 
knowledge, skills and abilities that will help them to be successful in whatever 
career path they choose. 

Rhian I have attached additional information that will go in the newsletter

Did I send you the list of exhibits for 2021

I am sure you have some questions so let's touch basis soon

If necessary let's set up a Zoom meeting for early next week with everyone so we can 
all be on the same page

Many thanks

Have a great one

The first photo is of Amanda America Dickson Toomer

The second photo was Amanda's house at 448 Telfair Street where the state historic 
marker will go

The third photo is of the Committee of Ten, representing the Augusta Riot

The fourth photo is of me telling the Evans group about the history of the Haines 
Institute

The fifth photo is the Evans group cleaning up the neighborhood

The sixth photo is the Evans group cleaning up the neighborhood

The seventh photo is the Evans group cleaning up the neighborhood

I will supply additional information for the Evans photos

For the HBCU Experience let's use the banner you created for the exhibit or the still 
shot from the panel discussion or both
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Catch the Quilt Exhibit 
Before it’s Gone
“Quilting the HBCU 
Experience”

Now - January 24, 2021
The exhibit will feature quilts that 
represent many of the historically 
black colleges around the country 
as well as quilts inspired by the 
African-American Greek-letter 
organizations. 

Call to schedule a tour: 
706-724-3576.

February 1-March 27, 2021
A Tribute to Women of Excellence in the Greater 
River Region
This special month long exhibition is a tribute during women's 
history month. It features artwork, photographs and historic 
documents that celebrate the lives and contributions of The 
Greater River Region’s women.

April 1-May 22, 2021
Annual Black Golf Exhibit
A tribute to the 50th Anniversary of the Lucy Craft Laney 
Comprehensive High School's First Golf Team.

April 1-May 22, 2021
“Happy Birthday Ms. Laney!”
An exhibit celebrating the visionary educator and civil rights 
activist called “The Mother of the Children of the People.” A 
special exhibit in the Museum as well as special guest speakers 
will discuss the life and legacy of one of the great American 
educators.

June 1-July 24, 2021
The Lucy Craft Laney Museum 
30th Anniversary Exhibition
A celebration of 30 years of the Lucy Craft Laney Museum of 
Black History, 1991-2021, the largest African American 
museum in the River Region. The exhibit will highlight many 
of the special moments that went into the development of the 
Laney Museum.

Tours are by appointment only on Tuesday, Thursday, and 
Saturday at 10:30am and 2:30pm. Please call to schedule tours in 
advance. The maximum number of visitors per tour is four (4).

Visit our website for an up-to-date schedule & details.

February 1-March 27, 2021
Tribute to Women of Excellence in the Greater River Region
This special exhibition during women's history month features artwork, 
photographs and historic documents that celebrate the lives and 
contributions of The Greater River Region’s women.

April 1-May 22, 2021
Annual Black Golf Exhibit - A tribute to the 50th Anniversary of the 
Lucy Craft Laney Comprehensive High School's First Golf Team.

April 1-May 22, 2021
“Happy Birthday Ms. Laney!” - An exhibit celebrating the visionary 
educator and civil rights activist called “The Mother of the Children of the 
People.” A special exhibit in the Museum as well as special guest speakers 
will discuss the life and legacy of one of the great American educators.

Eagle Scouts Project

Name of the Troop: Whispering Pines Baptist 
Church of Hephzibah, GA
Troop Number: #118
Scout Master Leader: Christa Fulkerson
Cub Scout Leader: Lenton Oatman
Sr. Patrol Leader: Christopher Williams
Asst. Patrol Leader: Micah Jones

Scouts:
Marcus Bishop
Lazorian Kenrick
Jacquevian Bunch

Helpers/Parents:
Bryson Barnard
Sharon Williams
Ralph Kenrick

Scouts:
Marcus Bishop
Lazorian Kenrick
Jacquevian Bunch

Helpers/Parents:
Bryson Barnard
Sharon Williams
Ralph Kenrick

Scout Master Leader: Christa Fulkerson
Cub Scout Leader: Lenton Oatman
Sr. Patrol Leader: Christopher Williams
Asst. Patrol Leader: Micah Jones

Corey Rogers provided a history of the 
Haines Institute to a group of  Evans 
students. The group did an amazing 
cleaning up the neighborhood.

Evans Students Clean Up Laney-Walker Neighborhood
During the summer of 2020 Lauren Burroughs from Evans High School reached 
out to the Laney Museum to see if we wanted to partner with them to allow some 
of their seniors to complete their senior project with us.  During the fall of 2020 
and winter of 2021 Jhendayi Bryant, Olivia Huff, Aaron Quashie, Skylar Taylor 
and J'Quan Bush performed a series of volunteer tasks to include cleaning the 
interior of the Laney Museum as well as cleaning up the Laney-Walker 
neighborhood from Phillips Street all the way to 10th Street.  In addition to clean-
up duties, the students, and sometime even the parents took part in history 
sessions where they learned the history of the Laney Museum and the Laney-
Walker neighborhood.


