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Treaty One successfully hosted its first annual Naawi-Oodena 
Leadership Summit. The two-day summit took place on Oc-
tober 19th & 20th, 2021, and was held at the Keeshkeemaquah 
Conference Centre within Long Plain First Nation’s urban 
economic development zone. This marked our first in-person 
gathering since the beginning of the pandemic.
In honour of the Anishinaabe traditional protocols, the event 
opened and closed with ceremonies carried out by our Treaty 
One Knowledge Keepers; David Daniels performed a pipe 
ceremony, and Jolene Mercer performed a women’s water 
ceremony. Powwow singers and drum group North Eagle sang 
a grand entry and retreat song, which led our Leadership, staff, 
and guests in opening and closing the gathering in a respectful 
way.
Leaders and their Council members from our Treaty No.1 
communities, the Lands Technical Advisory Council (LTAC), 
Treaty One’s Knowledge Keepers Council (KKC), and special 
guest Grand Chief Jerry Daniels from Southern Chiefs Organi-
zation were invited to engage in the event.  
The Leadership Summit was devoted to the discussion of the 
transformation of the former Kapyong Barracks Lands into the 
Creation of Reserve Land, and the progress between Treaty 
One and the various levels of Governmental partners. It was 
also held as a community engagement kickoff for Treaty One’s 
first round of their latest engagements.
Treaty One’s Economic Development, Governance, and Lands 
team presented the implementation and action plans with 

Leadership Summit Details Plans for Naawi-Oodena

topics that included:  Comprehensive Settlement Agreement 
(CSA) Requirements, Co-Management Agreement, First Na-
tion Land Management (FNLM) Land Regime, Economic 
Development Opportunities, Master Plan, and the Community 
Engagements for our Treaty No.1 Nations. 
Participants also heard from a number of key speakers includ-
ing the Honorable Murray Sinclair and his legal team from 
Cochrane Saxberg LLP who spoke on the options for a Treaty 
One Governance Structure. Robert Louie, Chairman of the 
Lands Advisory Board and former Chief of the Westbank First 
Nation provided an introductory speech to the developmental 
FNLM First Nations. Lawrence Lewis from One Feather, an 
Indigenous-owned technology company, presented on their 
secure voting and information hosting abilities. Lastly, Mike 
Sutherland addressed the concerns surrounding Indigenous 
Hunting Rights that our communities are currently facing.
This is some of the most vital work taking place at Treaty 
One, and we are looking forward to sharing at the Community 
Engagements that will be upcoming in the Treaty No.1 Na-
tions, as well as in our urban centers. We want to give special 
mention to the Treaty One Chair, Chief Dennis Meeches of 
Long Plain First Nation for hosting this first annual event and 
welcoming us into his community. 
Please consult our website www.treaty1.ca for the schedule of 
community engagements. Treaty One wants to hear from you, 
your voice is important to us. 

Leaders and Knowledge Keepers of Treaty One Nation gathered at the Keeshkeemaquah Conference Centre in Long Plain.  
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August 3, 2021, representatives 
from the Treaty One Nation, the 
Government of Canada, and the 
Treaty Relations Commission of 
Manitoba gathered at Lower Fort 
Garry National Historic Site to 
mark the 150th anniversary of the 
making of Treaty No. 1 in 1871. 

Since the Royal Proclamation in 
1763, treaties have served as the 
foundation of Crown-Indigenous 
relations in Canada. Four years 
after Canadian Confederation, the 
first of the numbered treaties with 
local First Nations was made at 
Lower Fort Garry in Manitoba on 
August 3rd, 1871. 

Chiefs, Knowledge Keepers, 
federal and provincial government 
representatives and other local 
community members gathered at 
Lower Fort Garry to commemorate 
this significant anniversary.

Treaty No. 1 was the first of the 
numbered treaties that helped 
establish Western Canada, and 
was made with the understanding 
that the Treaty would be in place 
for “as long as the sun shines, the 
grass grows and the river flows”. 
Indigenous peoples have lived on 
the land we now call Canada for 
thousands of years, with their own 
unique cultures, identities, tradi-
tions, languages and institutions. 
Treaties are agreements between 
the Crown and the First Nation 
signatories to establish how each 
would coexist within the territory 
of the treaty. Treaty No. 1 is the 

first in a series of 11 treaties made 
between 1871 and 1921.

Following weeks of commemora-
tive virtual activities to mark the 
150-year milestone, the ceremony 
began in the morning with a Pipe 
ceremony and drum song by the 
Spirit Sand Singers, followed by 
an Honour Ride into the Lower 
Fort Garry site led by Indigenous 
horse riders, Oyaate Techa – which 
showcased a horse and rider rep-
resenting each Treaty One Nation. 
The formal proceedings were led 
by MCs Wab Kinew, Leader of the 
Manitoba New Democratic Party, 
and Emilie McKinney from the 
Treaty One Nation Youth Council. 
Speeches were given by represen-
tatives of Treaty One Nation and 
delegates from both the federal 

Treaty One News is periodically published by Treaty One and is delivered to mem-
bers of Treaty Nations: 
• Brokenhead Ojibway Nation 
• Long Plain First Nation 
• Sandy Bay First Nation
• Peguis First Nation

• Swan Lake First Nation
• Sagkeeng First Nation
• Roseau River Anishinabe First Nation

Boozhoo welcome, 

“Andek Mukaa Ndodem Shaganash Wiizowin Frankie Beaulieu of Sandy 
Bay Ojibway Nation.
I would like to acknowledge the 
Elders (Ogitadizee) and Helpers 
(Shkabe) for keeping the ceremo-
nies and continued efforts to con-
tain the preservation and retention 
(Giitwaam) on teachings (Diba-
jimwenan) as well as storytelling 
(Adasookewin) from our Anish-
ishinaabe Knowledge Keepers.

A teaching from the Grandmothers 
and Grandfathers with respect for 
Anishinaabemowin:

Anishinabe Niizhwase Gikendaswenaan (Anishinabek Seven Teachings) 
Nibwaakaawin—Wisdom- To cherish knowledge is to know Wisdom. 
Wisdom is communities,
• Gikendaasowin is used; in addition to “wisdom,” this word can also 

Anishinaabe Language and Culture
mean “intelligence” or “knowledge.”

• Zaagi’idiwin—Love: To know peace is to know Love. Love must be 
unconditional. When people are weak they need love the most. In the 
Anishinabe language, this word indicates that this form of love is mu-
tual. 

• Minaadendamowin— Respect: To honor all creation is to have Re-
spect. All of creation should be treated with respect. You must give 
respect if you wish to be respected. 

• Zoongadikiwin — Bravery: Bravery is to face the foe with integrity. In 
the Aanishinabe language, this word literally means “state of having a 
fearless heart. Some communities (“state of having a strong casing”) 
or Zoongide’ewin.

• Gwayakwaadiziwin—Honesty. Be honest first with yourself, and you 
will more easily be able to be honest with others. 

• Debwewin-Truth. To be true to yourself and on to other. Debwewin—
Truth: Truth is to know all of these things. Speak the truth. 

• Daba’dendiziwin—Humility: Humility is to know yourself as a sacred 
part of Creation. You are equal to others, but you are not better.”

By James Wastasecoot 
The community of Peguis hon-
oured one of its own at a ceremony 
held at Peguis Central School Fri-
day Oct. 24. Doctor Ray Mason, 
75, was awarded an Honorary Doc-
tor of Laws degree from Queen’s 
University on Oct. 5 in a virtual 
ceremony. A video of the ceremony 
was played at a small gathering in 
the gym. “I still can’t believe it but, 
it’s real,” he said. “I’m happy that 
my community is doing this and 
respecting all the work that I done. 
I’m honoured and blessed.” 
Chief Glenn Hudson welcomed 
other guests which included Chief 
Dennis Meeches of Long Plain, 
Grand Chief Jerry Daniels from 
Southern Chiefs Organization, each 
of them paying tribute to the long 
struggle waged by Dr. Mason in his 
fight to win justice and compensa-
tion for residential school and day 
school survivors. In this acceptance 
speech, Dr. Mason cited names of 
colleagues who joined with him in 
1986, holding meetings at the St. 
Regis Hotel restaurant in Winni-
peg under the fledgling Manitoba 
Residential School Survivor Soci-
ety. This included, Russel Tobacco 
of Moose Lake, Hubert and Clif-

Knowledge Keeper Receives Honorary Doctorate 
from Queens Universitry

Left to right: Elijah (Grandson) Chief Glenn Hudson, Ray Mason, 
Presley (granddaughter).  Ray Mason, chair of Spirit Wind Residential 
School Society, was honoured with the Doctor of Laws degree from 
Queen’s University in a virtual ceremony via Zoom on Oct. 5, 2021. 

ford Kematch from Sapotwayak, 
Dan Highway of Tadoule Lake, 
Mel Swan from Lake Manitoba, 
Jim Bear of Brokenhead, and Ruth 
Roulette of Long Plain and Ma-
rie Tacin of Sioux Valley, Nathan 
McGillivary of OCN  and Charles 
Harper from St. Theresa Point. 

It was elder Dave Murdock who 
came up with the name Spirit Wind, 
the organization Mason still heads. 
Dr. Mason also acknowledged then 
AFN leader Phil Fontaine and his 
late collaborator from Swan Lake, 
Garry McLean, who died from can-
cer in 2019. 

Dr. Mason says that we’ll never 
have reconciliation in Canada until 
all Indigenous people who attend-
ed and were touched by Canada’s 
colonial education system.  “I’m 
referring to those who were in in-
stitutions that Canada says they’re 
not responsible for. They didn’t 
get anything from the residential 
schools and day schools settlement 
agreements. Canada says this to get 
out of their responsibility. We have 
to fight for those as well.” 
“It was quite a day for me. A very 
special day for me and my family,” 
he said after the ceremony. 
Dr. Mason has also authored a book 
of his struggle, Spirit of the Grass-
roots People, chronicling his story 
of organizing meetings, collecting 
survivor testimonies, and retaining 
lawyers for the fight to win justice 
for residential school survivors, 
work which preoccupied most of 
his adult life. 
Dr. Mason and his team at Spirit 
Wind Inc, launched in 2009, a 
National class action lawsuit for 
the survivors of Indigenous Day 
schools. In 2019, the survivors 
reached a settlement agreement 
with the government of Canada 
worth $1.5 billion.  

Treaty One Nation Commemorates 150th Anniversary

(L to R) Hon. Alan Lagimodiere, Chief Deborah Smith, Chief Glenn Hudson, Chief Dennis Meeches, Hon. 
Marc Miller, AFN National Chief RoseAnne Archibald, Chief Trevor Prince, Chief Arlen Dumas, Chief 
Cindy Woodhouse, Councillor Max Seenie. 

and provincial governments. The 
ceremony also included a special 
presentation of newly minted 
Treaty Medals to each Treaty One 
First Nation by the Commissioner 
for the Treaty Relations Commis-
sion of Manitoba, Loretta Ross. 

Visitors explored a curated exhibit 
that included a Treaty No. 1 docu-
ment replica and other important 
historical items connected to the 
August 3, 1871 signing. Attendees 
were also able to experience three 
new Indigenous structures, two 
birch bark wigwams and a tipi, 
recently erected at the site’s Indig-
enous encampment by experienced 
Indigenous builders from Roseau 
River First Nation, one of the 
seven First Nation communities 
represented by Treaty One Nation. 

Parks Canada is pleased to con-
tinue working closely with the 
Treaty No.1 First Nations to ad-
vance reconciliation efforts, while 
increasing Indigenous history and 
perspectives at Lower Fort Garry 
and other Parks Canada places. 
Treaties remain critical agreements 
that guide the relationship between 
the Government of Canada and 
First Nations in Western and Ter-
ritorial Canada. Canada is commit-
ted to honouring the intent of these 
treaties.

Treaty One would like to give 
a special miigwetch to Heritage 
Canada for the generous grant that 
made this event possible. 

Treaty One News 
103 - 1075 Portage Ave 
Winnipeg, MB
R3G 0R8 
Enquiries: inquiries@treaty1.ca 
Please contact us for permission to reprint or 
publish our content. 



4 Treaty One News www.treaty1.ca // Vol. 3 •   ISSUE 1// December 2021 Treaty One News www.treaty1.ca  Vol. 3 • Issue 1// December   2021       5

The Treaty One Lands Department is in charge of completing certain parts 
of the Treaty One mandate. We also project manage the creation and admin-
istration of our Lands Management system for our jointly held reserve lands. 
The Treaty One Lands Department 
is comprised of our Director of 
Lands, Gordon Bluesky, our Lands 
Manager, Arizona Stephen, and our 
Lands Assistant, Tyndall Fontaine. 
Our Department also works with our 
Lands Technical Advisory Coun-
cil (“LTAC”), which is made up 
of Lands and Technical Staff from 
each of our Member Nations; LTAC 
has meetings to review and discuss 
Treaty One items, opportunities, and 
plans.

Our Department has been tasked 
with managing the creation of a 
Municipal Development & Services 
Agreement (“MDSA”), addressing 
Third Party Interests (“TPI”), enter-
ing into an Environmental Disclosure 
Agreement (“EDA”), and reserve 
creation. Our MDSA will be with the 
City of Winnipeg and will service Naawi-Oodena: a service agreement is 
needed to provide services to businesses and residents on the site. We are 
working with our Governance and Economic Development arms to ensure 
our MDSA represents the needs of Treaty One. 

Our Environmental Disclosure Agreement will be with the Department of 
National Defence (“DND”) and will protect Treaty One against upcoming 
environmental discoveries during development. We are looking towards 
signing the EDA once the demolition and its’ report have been completed. 
During demolition, DND has agreed to remediate Naawi-Oodena to residen-
tial standard. 

Our Third Party Interests include setbacks and streetlights on the site. The 
widening of Kenaston is not included as a task in our Comprehensive Settle-
ment Agreement (“CSA”), but we have accommodated it by surveying out 
any potentially necessary lands. Our Planning & Design Department has 
also incorporated the potential widening into their design. 

In order to have reserve creation complete, our CSA requires that all of our 
Member Nations agree to have our jointly held Treaty One Lands managed 
under the First Nation Land Management (“FNLM”) Act system. All seven 
of our First Nations have endorsed FNLM for Naawi-Oodena through Band 
Council Resolutions. It is clear that FNLM is only applicable to the jointly 
held lands and will not affect the sovereignty or rights of our Member Na-

tions. Through FNLM, Treaty One is able to best manage our lands without 
the involvement or bureaucracy of Indigenous Services Canada: we are able 
to develop our own systems that work best for us as we work towards Self 
Government for Treaty One. 

In order to get the most updated information from us, we recommend updat-
ing your information with your Nation’s Membership Staff. Treaty One will 
be posting our information through our One Feather portal for our voting-
aged members to access to stay updated. Our Lands Department will also 
be participating in upcoming community engagements, and we invite you to 
attend our meetings and events! Our schedule will be posted on our socials 
as well as on our website (treaty1.ca) and One Feather (members.onefeather.
ca/login).

Our Treaty One Lands Initiatives

Gordon Bluesky presenting at the 
Naawi-Oodena Leadership Summit, 
October 19 & 20, 2021. 

Treaty One Knowledge Keepers Council

The Knowledge Keepers Council supports the Treaty One Nation in the recla-
mation of our traditional lands and governance systems, strengthens the cultural 
ties amongst the seven First Nations; and promotes the restoration and preserva-
tion of Treaty One history, identity, culture, language, and way of life. 

The Treaty One Knowledge Keepers led the cultural events and traditional teachings 
from July 31 to August 3rd, 2021, to commemorate the 150th anniversary of the signing 
of Treaty One at Lower Fort Garry

Celebrating the raising of the Treaty One Nation flag at City Hall in Winni-
peg. L to R: Whelan Sutherland, Mayor Brian Bowman, Tim Daniels, Chief 
Glenn Hudson, Boh Kubrakovich, Chief Craig Alexander. 

The seven sacred teachings are the guiding principles that uphold and maintain 
the purpose and objectives of the Knowledge Keeper’s Council, upholding the 
integrity of Treaty One Nation by providing spiritual guidance, direction, and 
support. 

There are presently seven Knowledge Keepers - one from each of the seven 
communities, with another seven alternate Knowledge Keepers to provide sup-
port when needed. 

Knowledge Keeper Council members 

Carl Smith – Brokenhead Ojibway Nation 

Dr. Raymond Mason – Peguis First Nation 

Charlie Nelson – Roseau River Anishinabe First Nation 

Ruth Norton – Sagkeeng First Nation 

Shirley Roulette – Sandy Bay Ojibway First Nation 

Wayne Scott – Swan Lake First Nation

Barb Cameron – Long Plain First Nation 

We thank all the Knowledge Keepers for their ongoing support and guid-
ance – Miigwetch!

The unveiling of the Naawi-Oodena 
Model (former Kapyong Barracks) 
took place on October 14, 2021. 

The Treaty One Design & Plan-
ning  Manager David Thomas of 
Peguis First Nation, and the Design 
& Planning Intern Jaiden Roberts of 
Roseau River Anishinabe First Na-
tion took the Naawi-Oodena Master 
Plan (former Kapyong Barracks) and 
transformed it into a 3D model – the 
Naawi-Oodena Model. It took several 
months and countless hours to build. 

The Naawi-Oodena model is helpful 
for the Treaty One staff to understand 
the scale of the project. This is the 
first time many community members 
have gotten to see how big this proj-
ect really is.

The Naawi-Oodena model allows 
prospective partners to grasp the 
masterplan concept and be able to 
move pieces around and visualize 
a potential project. We recently had 
major bank contact us to make a trip 
down specifically to see the model in 
person.

Naawi-Oodena Model Unveiled

Treaty One Promise Keepers Council
The Promise Keepers Council was 
formed in February 2020, combining of 
one On-Reserve and one Off-Reserve 
member of the seven Nations of Treaty 
One. Meetings have been placed virtually 
three times a month due to the Covid re-
strictions. There are two subcommittees: 
Engagement committee and Fundraising 
committee. 

Youth are a critical component to the de-
velopment, implementation, and sustain-
ability of the Treaty One Nation Govern-
ment. Therefore, it is the direction of the 
Treaty One Nation Governing Council to 
establish a Promise Keepers Youth Coun-
cil to witness the renewal of the Treaty 
One Government and actively participate 
in Nation Rebuilding. The youth will be 
mentored to learn, design, and uphold the 
Treaty One Nation governance systems 
as well as the Treaty promises and Treaty 
relationship into the future. The Promise 
Keepers Youth Council will achieve this 
by:

1.Ensuring equitable youth engagement to capture their diverse perspectives, 
expertise, and experiences.

2.Connecting with the youth in their respective communities and urban areas to 
bring forth youth priorities, needs, and strengths. 

3.Capturing and integrating feedback into the renewal of Treaty One Nation 
collective 

Promise Keeper Council members 

Vacant - On-Reserve Brokenhead Ojibway Nation

Tia DeGroot- Off-Reserve Brokenhead Ojibway Nation

Tyrah Wilson - Off Reserve Peguis First Nation

Vacant - On-Reserve Peguis First Nation

Vacant- On-Reserve Roseau River Anishinabe First Nation

Jaiden Roberts- Off-Reserve Roseau River Anishinabe First Nation

Tyndall Fontaine- On-Reserve Sagkeeng First Nation

Vacant - Off-Reserve Sagkeeng First Nation

Raquel Strong - On-Reserve Sandy Bay Ojibway First Nation

Jacob Mousseau- Off-Reserve Sandy Bay Ojibway First Nation

Emilie McKinney- On-Reserve Swan Lake First Nation

Arizona Stephen- Off-Reserve Swan Lake First Nation

Skye Woods - On-Reserve Long Plain First Nation

Drayton Myran- Off-Reserve Long Plain First Nation

City of Winnipeg skyline. 
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TREATY ONE EVENTS
MOU Signing with the Winnipeg Art Gallery – 
October 1st

Community Clean Up – 
June 14th
Treaty One in partnership with An-
ishinaabe Bimishimo and Swan 
Lake First Nation came together 
and cleaned the community around 
Thunderbird House in Winnipeg.   
The community clean up was a 
very successful day. Over 30 gar-
bage bags were filled, 12 cases of 
water were given out, and we fed 
over 300 people. Overall it was an 
initiative that was well-needed and 
brought the communities closer to-
gether. 

FLAG RAISING EVENTS
August 3, 2021, marked the 150th 
anniversary of the signing of 
Treaty No. 1 at Lower Fort Garry. 
To commemorate the signing of 
Treaty No. 1 flag-raising ceremo-
nies were held in collaboration 
between  Treaty One and their 
communities. These ceremonies 
included the passing of tobacco, 
an opening prayer from one of our 
Indigenous Knowledge Keepers, 
and the singing of the traditional 
flag song. 

The flag was adopted in May 2020 
and was designed to represent the 
signing of the treaties “As long as 
the sun shines, the grass grows, 
and the rivers flow.” The colors 
represent this imagery. The sun’s 
rays represent the seven Treaty No. 
1 Communities. The red outline 
represents Indigenous people. 

PCL Construction - June 14th

Province of Manitoba - July 29th

University of Manitoba - July 30th

Winnipeg Blue Bombers - August 
4th

City of Winnipeg - September 15th

Treaty One Nation and the Winnipeg Art Gallery (WAG) -Qaumajuq 
joined together in Qaumajuq to sign an agreement that commits both or-
ganizations to working together long-term on shared initiatives. Stephen 
Borys, WAG-Qaumajuq Director and CEO was joined by Treaty One 
Nation representative Chief Glenn Hudson, Peguis First Nation, to make 
the agreement official. The three-year MOU highlights collaborations, 
partnerships and guidance to support First Nations Treaty One citizens 
and WAG-Qaumajuq members and patrons.

2021 marks the 150th anniversary of the signing of Treaty No. One and 
with this agreement, WAG-Qaumajuq supported the celebrations with 
educational initiatives that led up to the August date. This included a 
speaker’s series with Knowledge Keepers, Chiefs and Promise Keepers 
celebrating Treaty One’s past, present and future. The two organizations 
will also collaborate to offer gallery tours in Anishinaabemowin on a 
regular basis and work to create further awareness of Anishinaabemowin 
language and Anishinaabe culture.

Both organizations are committing to the sharing of knowledge and col-
laboration on crucial education initiatives surrounding the Treaty One 
Nation’s history, current issues, and the ongoing intergenerational effects 
of the Indian Residential Schools, Day Schools and the Sixties Scoop, as 
well as systemic racism in Canada.

Details of the agreement: 

To promote the general welfare of the members of the Treaty One First 
Nations

To advance the economic and social well-being of the citizens of Treaty 
One

Following the TRC’s Calls to Action and UNDRIP: acknowledging the 
importance of sustaining and incorporating Indigenous languages into 
institutional frameworks

Ensuring that Treaty One First Nations people in Winnipeg, or Treaty 
One First Nations people traveling to Winnipeg, have access to WAG-
Qaumajuq and the art that it contains.

Treaty No. 1 150th Com-
memoration
From August 3rd to 9th Treaty 
One held various virtual and in 
person events to commemorate the 
signing of Treaty No. 1. We will be 
making this an annual seven-day 
event and are hoping to have all 
events in person in 2022.

• Rock Painting

• Talent Show

• Art Contest

• Pow Wow

• Scavenger Hunt

• Golf Tournament

No Pride in Genocide – July 1st
On July 1st, 2021, the “No Pride for Genocide” Walk for IRS, Day Schools, 
and the 60s Scoop was held in downtown Winnipeg. It was estimated that 
approximately up to 10,000 people walked in solidarity with survivors, 
their families, and those who have been affected by the intergenerational 
traumas. 

Treaty One Nation called on Canada to recognize Indian Residential 
Schools as genocide and provide the funding to search all grounds at IRS 
and transport the remains of our precious children to their families and 
communities.
“It’s a day of reflection, in many ways a day of protest. Canada can’t be at 
peace with itself, unless it comes to peace and harmony with Indigenous 
governments, as was intended with the signing of the treaties,” said Den-
nis Meeches, the chief of Long Plain First Nation and spokesperson for 
Treaty One Nation.
“We demand Canada recognize Indian Residential Schools, 
Day Schools, and the Sixties Scoop as a genocidal practice.” 
As part of our call, Treaty One walked in partnership with Assembly of 
Manitoba Chiefs, Southern Chiefs Organization, Manitoba Keewatinowi 
Okimakanak, Oyate Teche Riders, Anish Corp, Wa-Say Healing Centre, 
and Wichihewiwak. 

Treaty One Events Cont’d from pg 6

Gordon Bluesky, Laura Sinclair, Whelan Sutherland, David Thomas during their community clean up

Dillon Courchene, Frank Beaulieau, Hon. Alan Lagimodiere, Whelan Sutherland and Chief Dennis 
Meeches at flag raising at the legislative grounds. 

Treaty One chiefs at flag raising at City of Winnipeg 
Offices 

Winnipeg, Sept. 30, 2021 - Treaty One Nation observed the inaugural 
National Day for Truth and Reconciliation with a video message on the 
Facebook page: Treaty One Nation. Chief Dennis Meeches and Chief 
Trevor Prince gave a statement on the origins of the Orange Shirt Day 
and the importance of marking the first National Day for Truth and Rec-
onciliation: 

“September 30th is Orange Shirt Day and it’s the first National Day for 
Truth and Reconciliation. It’s a day to honour the survivors and the 
victims of the residential school system. And it’s a day to reflect on the 
atrocities that Canada has committed against our people. 

Orange shirt day was inspired by the story of Phyllis Jack Webstad, a 
survivor of the St. Joseph Mission Indian residential school in BC. At 
the age of 6, Phyllis attended wearing a bright orange shirt given to her 
by her grandmother. Phyllis said she felt bright and exciting, just like her 
shirt. But on here first day, her new shirt was forcibly taken from her, 
along with many other things.

This story is one of the many examples of the abuses that were inflicted 
upon our children who were forced to attend residential schools. Today 
we acknowledge the denial of the rights of our peoples and the wrong 
doings of the past. We recognize the present-day impacts across genera-

Treaty One Marks First National Day of Truth and Reconciliation

Chief Trevor Prince and Chief Dennis Meeches at the Sept. 30th event. 

tions including the trauma care by survivors and their families. 

This day, September 30, we call upon humanity to listen to us with open 
ears and hearts, listen to the stories of survivors, intergenerational sur-
vivors and their families. We honour those lost to the residential school 
system and to the inhumanities committed against our people. 

Miigwetch.” 

Treaty One flag
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Whelan Sutherland Chief Executive Officer Peguis First Nation 
Tim Daniels Chief Development Officer Long Plain First Nation 
Jolene Mercer Director of Governance Peguis First Nation 
Gordon Bluesky Director of Lands Brokenhead Ojibway Nation 
Jordan Ulrich Director of Finance Peguis First Nation 

   

Ardell Boubard Office Manager Sagkeeng First Nation 
Arizona Stephen Lands Manager Swan Lake First Nation 
Blair Strong Communication Coordinator Sandy Bay Ojibway First Nation 
David Thomas Planning & Design Manager Peguis First Nation 
Émilie McKinney Economic Development Officer Swan Lake First Nation 
Frank Beaulieu Cultural & Language Advisor Sandy Bay Ojibway First Nation 
Kristy Young Controller Northlands (Laq Brochet) 
Laura Sinclair Executive Assistant Brokenhead Ojibway Nation 
Preston Roulette Economic Development Coordinator Sandy Bay Ojibway First Nation 

Shannon Bunn Program Assistant Brokenhead Ojibway Nation 
Tasheena Henry Research & Policy Analyst Couchiching First Nation 
Tyndall Fontaine Lands Assistant Sagkeeng First Nation 
Vincent Kuzdak Community Engagement Lead Hollow Water First Nation 

 

Treaty 1 staff and contact list. 
General Office Number: 204-783-3110 or Toll Free: 1-844-374-8844 

Our Treaty One staff: 103 - 1075 Portage Ave. 

Treaty One Staff Commemorating September 30th as the First National Day of Truth and Reconciliation


