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WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH!
We are glad you are with us! St. Stephen’s is an inclusive, nurturing, and 
healing community that seeks and invites all to practice the transformational 
and empowering work of Jesus Christ among us and in the world. We 
welcome everyone to join us for worship and life together—no exceptions!

NEW TO ST. STEPHEN’S? 
Follow this QR code  
to our website and 
complete the  online 
welcome card.

CHANGES TO COVID-19 POLICIES
Because of an increase in the rate of new cases 
of COVID-19 in Harris County and in the St. 
Stephen’s community, we now require that 
masks be worn at both the 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 
a.m. services. We will continue to monitor the 
COVID data and practice a culture of care at St. 
Stephen’s, especially for those unable to receive 
a vaccination. Thank you for your continued 
partnership and dedication to the health and 
safety of our community.

FOYERS TO BEGIN ON PENTECOST SUNDAY

Thanks to everyone who signed up for Foyers. We 
were pleased with the level of interest and have 
begun the process of creating groups based on your 
preferences. We look forward to launching Foyer 
groups on Pentecost Sunday.

HOUSTON PRIDE 
2022 & EPISCOPAL 
NIGHT AT THE 
BALLPARK
St. Stephen’s is 
collaborating with 
a number of other 
Episcopal parishes 
at the Pride Festival 
& Parade on June 
25, including Holy 

ALL ARE WELCOME TO WORSHIP WITH US!
During worship, all are invited to come 
forward for Holy Communion. In addition to 
bread, you may now receive wine as well. You 
may intinct (dip your wafer into the chalice) 
or drink from the chalice directly. You may 
choose to receive the bread only. If you prefer, 
indicate by crossing your arms in front of you 
that you wish to receive a blessing instead. 
After church services, please join us for 
hospitality!

CHILDREN
Children are welcome in the church at any 
time. We encourage adult caregivers to join 
their children in the front chapel area as they 
engage seasonal lessons and materials.  The 
Faithful Families group meets on Sundays at  
9:30 am on the small playground. 

RESTROOMS
Restrooms are available adjacent to the 
Gathering Area. All are welcome to use the 
restroom consistent with their gender identity. 
Diaper-changing facilities are available in both 
restrooms and in the nursery.

PARKING
Parking is available off West Alabama in the 
lot in front of the church. Additional lots are 
available on the other side of the block at 
Woodhead and Sul Ross on both sides of the 
street.

PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES
If you would like to receive Communion but 
cannot come to the altar, please let an usher 
know so the sacrament can be brought to you. COVID PROTOCOLS IN CHURCH

St. Stephen’s has a culture of care. We are 
focused on keeping everyone safe in church, 
especially our unvaccinated children. 
• Masking outdoors on campus is optional.
• Masks are required indoors for everyone 

(except for children 2 and under) at both the 
8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. services.

• Church staff and choir continue to mask.
• The common chalice is used at both Eucharists 

with options to drink, intinct or to abstain.
• Please be mindful of social distancing 

throughout the nave and especially when 
coming forward for communion. 

Family, Palmer, Grace, St. Andrew’s, and Christ 
Church Cathedral. We will announce volunteer 
opportunities soon. Please stay tuned for details 
about how to participate.. 

We will also participate in this year’s Episcopal 
Night at the Ballpark. The Astros will play the Seattle 
Mariners onThursday, July 28. 
At 5 pm, we will meet at Christ 
Church Cathedral (1117 Texas 
St.). Tickets, which cost $11 per 
peson, can be purchased at 
https://fevo.me/episcopal or by 
scanning the QR code on the right.

SERVE PEOPLE IN NEED AT ECHOS
Epiphany Community Health Outreach Services 
(ECHOS) is looking for volunteers to distribute 
food every Tuesday at 7 am and select Saturdays 
throughout the summer. The mission of ECHOS, 
located at 9600 S. Gessner, is to serve people in 
need by providing access to the health and social 
service resources that can improve their lives. 

Students 15+ can 
volunteer without 
an adult. Please 
call Jennifer at 
713.270.0369 ext. 
105 to volunteer 
or ask questions. 
More information 
can be found at the 
ECHOS website. 
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VOLUNTARY
Variations sur Lasst uns erfreuen                                   Denis Bedard 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

THE MINISTRY OF WORD AND PRAYER  
 
HYMN Please stand.                         Lasst Uns Erfreuen 

 
 

OPENING ACCLAMATION Please remain standing.

Celebrant    Blessed be God: most holy, glorious, and undivided Trinity. 
People   And blessed be God’s reign, now and forever. Amen.  
 
COLLECT FOR PURITY
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hidden:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, so that we may truly love you, 
and worthily praise your holy Name; through our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE  Please remain standing.                   Santo Domingo 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Celebrant    The Lord be with you.
People        And also with you.

Celebrant    Let us pray.

Almighty God, whose blessed Son our Savior Jesus Christ ascended far above all heavens that he 
might fill all things: Mercifully give us faith to perceive that, according to his promise, he abides with 
his Church on earth, even to the end of the ages; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

THE LESSONS Please be seated.

FIRST READING: ACTS 1:1-11
A Reading from the book of Acts.
In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning until the 
day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles 
whom he had chosen. After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing 
proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. While staying 
with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. 
“This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”
So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the 
kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set 
by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he 
had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While 
he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by 
them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has 
been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
 
Reader     Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
People     Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 47 Refrain sung by a cantor first, then by all. 

   Clap your hands, all you peoples; *
   shout to God with a cry of joy.
   For the Lord Most High is to be feared; *
   he is the great King over all the earth. Refrain.

   He subdues the peoples under us, *
   and the nations under our feet.
   He chooses our inheritance for us, *
   the pride of Jacob whom he loves. Refrain.

   Sing praises to God, sing praises; *
   sing praises to our King, sing praises.
   For God is King of all the earth; *
   sing praises with all your skill.
   God reigns over the nations; *
   God sits upon his holy throne. Refrain.

   The nobles of the peoples have gathered together *
   with the people of the God of Abraham.
   The rulers of the earth belong to God, *
   and he is highly exalted. Refrain.

  
SECOND READING: EPHESIANS 1:15-23
A Reading from the letter to the Ephesians.
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason I do 
not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so 
that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, 
what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness 
of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power. God put this power to work 
in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far 
above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in 
this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head 
over all things for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.
Reader     Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
People     Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN’S LESSON (10:30 ONLY) All children are invited to come up to the chancel for the lesson. 
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HYMN Please stand.                                                    Yisrael V’Oraita 

 
 

GOSPEL: LUKE 24:44-53 Please remain standing.

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People Praise and glory to God. 

Jesus said to his disciples, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you-- that 
everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” Then 
he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the 
Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of 
sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these 
things. And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you 
have been clothed with power from on high.”
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Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. While he was blessing 
them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. And they worshiped him, and returned to 
Jerusalem with great joy; and they were continually in the temple blessing God.
Priest     This is the Gospel of Christ.
People   Praise to Christ, the Word.  

THE SERMON Please be seated.

Silence may follow. 

THE CREED

You, O God, are supreme and holy.

You create our world and give us life.

Your purpose overarches everything we do.

You have always been with us.

You are God.

You, O God, are infinitely generous,

good beyond all measure.

You came to us before we came to you.

You have revealed and proved

your love for us in Jesus Christ,

who lived and died and rose again.

You are with us now.

You are God.

You, O God, are Holy Spirit.

You empower us to be your gospel in the world.

You reconcile and heal; you overcome death.

You are our God. We worship you. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Please remain standing.

Celebrant: Exalted and ascended Christ, the King of Glory, you are the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the 
last, the beginning and the end: Do not leave us comfortless, but send your Holy Spirit to be with us, that we may 
be completely one with God in Christ, as we pray for the whole creation, saying: You reign, O God; let the earth 
rejoice.
Litanist: Jesus has made God’s name known to the Church, through the love which he has given to us from the 
Father: Gracious God, empower everyone who serves in witness to your love, that we all may be one and may 
minister to your reconciling grace and cleansing justice on behalf of the whole earth.
You reign, O God. Let the earth rejoice.

God is sovereign, let the earth rejoice; righteousness and justice are the foundations of God’s rule: Almighty One, 
let the power of your Spirit guide our nation and inspire all who hold authority in our society, that they may 
respect the dignity of every human being and promote peace and security for all.
You reign, O God. Let the earth rejoice.

Remember all prisoners, O Compassionate One: Bring the guilty to repentance and amendment of life according 
to your will, and give them hope for their future; when any are held unjustly, bring them release, especially those 
who are punished for their faithfulness; remember those who work in our jails and prisons, keep them humane and 
compassionate, and teach us to improve our justice.
You reign, O God. Let the earth rejoice.

Make your glory be known to those who suffer and all who are in any kind of trouble throughout the world. Let 
everyone who is thirsty come; let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift.
You reign, O God. Let the earth rejoice.

Be present in our community to bring unity and love to us all.
You reign, O God. Let the earth rejoice.

Hear our intercessions for those for whom we pray, especially those we name silently or aloud. (Pause)
The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. We offer our praise and gratitude for our many blessings, 
especially for what we name silently or aloud. (Pause)
Raise into your eternal life those who have died, especially for those we name silently or aloud. (Pause)
May they be with Christ to see his glory which has been given him because of God’s love from before the 
foundation of the world.
You reign, O God. Let the earth rejoice.

Celebrant: We join in the prayer that Christ offered to the Father for all creation, that we may be one: Let your love 
be manifest in us and in all the earth, O God, that we may live in you, share in Christ’s healing work here and be 
exalted to that place where our Savior Christ has gone before, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for you are one God, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Prayers are fromThe Rev. Lowell Grisham 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR CHOIR
 
THE PEACE
Celebrant    The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People         And also with you. 
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THE HOLY COMMUNION
OFFERTORY Please be seated. 
 
ANTHEM 
“Jubilate Deo in B Flat Major”                     Charles Villiers Stanford

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands;  
serve the Lord with gladness 
and come before his presence with a song. 
Be ye sure that the Lord He is God:  
It is He that hath made us, and not we ourselves; 
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 
O go your way into His gates with thanksgiving; 
and into His courts with praise;  
Be thankful unto Him and speak good of his Name. 
For the Lord is gracious,  
His mercy is everlasting;  
and His truth endureth from generation to generation.  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
world without end. Amen.  
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING Please stand.

Celebrant   Christ is risen!
People        He is risen indeed.

Celebrant   Lift your hearts to heaven
People        where Christ in glory reigns. 

Celebrant   Let us give thanks to God.
People        It is right to offer thanks and praise.

It is the joy of our salvation, God of the universe, to give you thanks through Jesus Christ. You said, ‘Let 
there be light’; there was light. Your light shines on in our darkness. For you the earth has brought forth 
life in all its forms.

You have created us to hear your Word, to do your will and to be fulfilled in your love. It is right to thank 
you. You sent your Son to be for us the way we need to follow and the truth we need to know. You sent 
your Son to give his life to release us from our sin. His cross has taken our guilt away.

You send your Holy Spirit to strengthen and to guide, to warn and to revive your Church. Therefore, with 
all your witnesses who surround us on every side, countless as heaven’s stars, we praise you for our creation 
and our calling, with loving and with joyful hearts:  
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SANCTUS                                               Rufino Zaragoza 
 

Blessed are you, most holy, in your Son, who washed his disciples’ feet. ‘I am among you,’ he said, ‘as 
one who serves.’

On that night before he died he took bread and gave you thanks. He broke it, gave it to his disciples, 
and said: Take, eat, this is my body which is given for you; do this to remember me.

After supper, he took the cup, and gave you thanks. He gave it to them and said: Drink this. It is my 
blood of the new covenant, shed for you, shed for all, to forgive sin; do this to remember me.

Therefore with this bread and wine we recall your goodness to us.

God of the past and present, we your people remember your Son. We thank you for his cross and 
rising again, we take courage from his ascension; we look for his coming in glory and in him we 
give ourselves to you.

Send your Holy Spirit, that we who receive Christ’s body may indeed be the body of Christ, and we 
who share his cup draw strength from the one true vine.

Called to follow Christ, help us to reconcile and unite. Called to suffer, give us hope in our 
calling.
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For you, the heavenly one, make all things new; you are the beginning and the end, the last and the first.

Praise, glory and love be yours, this and every day, from us and all people, here and everywhere. 
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen.  

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

FRACTION ANTHEM                                                                Argentine Santo

 
 

                                                                       

INVITATION
Come God’s people, come to receive Christ’s heavenly food.
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COMMUNION HYMN Please be seated.                 Llanfair 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION Please stand.  

Celebrant  Blessed be God who calls us together.
People  Praise to God who makes us one people.

Celebrant       Blessed be God who has forgiven our sin.
People  Praise to God who gives hope and freedom.

Celebrant  Blessed be God whose Word is proclaimed.
People  Praise to God who is revealed as love.
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Celebrant  Blessed be God who alone has called us.
People  Therefore we offer all that we are and all that we shall become.

Celebrant  Accept, O God, our sacrifice of praise.
People  Amen. Accept our thanks for all you have done.
  Our hands were empty, and you filled them. 

BLESSING

HYMN                                                     Hyfrydol 
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DISMISSAL
Celebrant  Go now to love and serve the Lord. Go in peace.
People  Amen. We go in the name of Christ. 

VOLUNTARY 
Grand Cheour pour l’Ascension sur Solemnis haec festivitas                 Adolph Marty 
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ST. STEPHEN’S VESTRY 
Judith Ambler
Steve Bretthauer
Cathlyne Camp-Murray
Marcie Hysinger
David Kelley
Christina Lovely
Emily Paul
Susan Raine, Sr. Warden
John Rovell
Owen Tredennick, Jr. Warden
Julia Wolf
Bill Wooton

ST. STEPHEN’S BOARD OF TRUSTEES
The Rev. Lisa Hunt, President
Tyler Swanson, Vice-President
Tamala Singleton, Secretary
Chris Hysinger, Finance Committee Chair
Cathlyne Camp-Murray, Vestry Liaison
Zack Coapland
Thomas Cordell
Gail Creech
Aaron Davis
Aly Dossa
Jaime Espinoza
Ryan Hackney
Sam Marsh
Dan Maxwell
Paula Patterson
Esteban Tirado

ST. STEPHEN’S STAFF
Rector: The Reverend Lisa Hunt 
lhunt@ststephenshouston.org
Director of Music: Grace HyeHyun Sung 
hsung@ststephenshouston.org
Director of Communications and Marketing: Brent Fogt 
bfogt@ststephenshouston.org
Main Campus Administrator: Sylvia Swain 
assistant@ststephenshouston.org
Parish Accounting Administrator: Hugo Banda      
hbanda@ststephenshouston.org

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE
Visit ststephenshouston.org/this-week/ or scan the QR 
code on the right for links to online content.

SUNDAY, MAY 29
8:30 AM - Holy Eucharist (Mask Required) (In-person & Online)

9:30 AM - Adult Formation (In-Person & Online) 

9:30 AM - Faithful Families meets on the small playground.

 10:30 AM - Holy Eucharist (Mask Required) (In-person & Online) 

 2:00 PM - Presence Group meets in-person at Havens Center and via 
Zoom.

MONDAY, MAY 30

Noon - Bible Study (Online Only)

TUESDAY, MAY 31
6:30 PM- In Person Bible Study in the Gathering Area.

 WEDNESDAY, JUNE 1
6:30PM - Race & Land Series (Online Only)

SATURDAY, JUNE 4
8:00 AM - Rosary Group (Online Only)

SAVE THE DATES: GO CHURCH OUTINGS ON PRIDE DAY  
(JUNE 25) AND EPISCOPAL NIGHT AT THE BALLPARK (JULY 
28). DETAILS TO FOLLOW.

ON PENTECOST SUNDAY (JUNE 5), WE WILL HOLD ONE 
SERVICE AT 9:30 AM, FOLLOWED BY A RECEPTION IN THE 
PLAYGROUND.

1805 W. ALABAMA ST.
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77098
713.528.6665
WWW.STSTEPHENSHOUSTON.ORG


