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WHY ARE WE HERE TODAY?

• Species at Risk Act Consultation, Cooperation and 

Accommodation Project

• Context: The Species at Risk Act (SARA) Recovery 

Process

• Provide information on Recovery Documents 

currently in development



SARA CONSULTATION, COOPERATION 

AND ACCOMMODATION PROJECT:

• Partnership between Environment and 
Climate Change Canada (ECCC) and the 
Centre for Indigenous Environmental 
Resources (CIER) on a National Species 
At Risk Act (SARA) Consultation, 
Cooperation, and Accommodation Project

• Goal: facilitate Indigenous communities' 
and organizations' participation in 
meaningful consultation and cooperation 
in support of the listing, recovery and 
protection provisions of SARA. 



SARA CONSULTATION PROJECT: 

OVERVIEW

CIER will:

• Provide support to Indigenous communities and organizations and 
ECCC in our collaborative nation-to-nation work, including: 

– recovery document development

– knowledge and language sharing

– land relationship planning for species at risk on reserve lands 
and within traditional territories

• Provide of funds on behalf of ECCC, through:

– participant fees and Elder honoraria to attend species-specific 
workshops

– modest capacity funding requests

– Expression of Interest (EOI) call for proposals



SARA CONSULTATION PROJECT: 

2021/2022 WORKSHOPS

Workshop Date/Time 
Introduction to the Species at Risk Act Nov 4, 2021; 9am-12pm EST

2nd half-day workshop in early 2022 (date TBD)

Information session on the EOI call for proposals Nov 9, 2021; 12-2pm EST 

Nov 18, 2021; 12-2pm EST

Consultation on the addition of Black Ash to Schedule 1 of 

SARA

Nov 10, 2021; 9am-12pm EST

Additional dates to be confirmed

An introduction to the Land Relationship Visioning Tool Nov 16, 2021; 9am-12pm EST

Nov 23, 2021; 9am-12pm EST

Feb 8, 2022; time TBD

Discussion of Canadian Wildlife Service's work in the 

Carolinian Zone of Ontario (Species at Risk and National 

Wildlife Areas)

Nov 30, 2021; 10am-4pm EST

Overview of the current Recovery Document consultations for 

various species

Dec 7, 2021; 9am-12pm EST

2nd half-day workshop in early 2022 (date TBD)

Early engagement on the development of a Management Plan 

for Wolverine

2 half-day workshops (dates TBD)

Early engagement on the development of a recovery strategy 

for Monarch

2 half day workshops (dates TBD)

Consultation on amending the list of species under the 

Species at Risk Act

1 half day workshop in early 2022 (date TBD)



THE SPECIES AT RISK ACT

SARA is designed to:
• Protect individuals and 

habitat;

• Allow for recovery of species; 

and

• Work in a complimentary 

fashion with provincial 

legislation © Jan van de Kam



THE SPECIES AT RISK ACT

Recognizes that:

“the roles of the Aboriginal peoples of Canada and of 

wildlife management boards established under land 

claims agreements in the conservation of wildlife in this 

country are essential,” 

and that:

“the traditional knowledge of the Aboriginal peoples of 

Canada should be considered in the assessment of 

which species may be at risk and in developing and 

implementing recovery measures”



SARA RECOGNIZES INDIGENOUS 

RIGHTS

SARA respects the protection of Aboriginal rights, as 

affirmed in the Constitution

• Canadian Constitution (Section 35): “The existing 

aboriginal and treaty rights of the aboriginal peoples of 

Canada are hereby recognized and affirmed.”

• SARA (Section 3): “For greater certainty, nothing in this Act 

shall be construed so as to abrogate or derogate from the 

protection provided for Aboriginal or Treaty rights of the 

Aboriginal peoples of Canada…”



The Species at Risk Act Process

Recovery 

Planning

ListingAssessment

• Independent body 

of experts 
(COSEWIC) sends 
assessment of 

species to Minister 
of the Environment

• Minister 

recommendation to 
Cabinet

• Decision on listing 

is made by Cabinet
• If listed, SARA and 

prohibitions apply 
right away

➢General 
prohibitions

• SARA: “Plans 

must be 
developed”

➢Draft Recovery 
Strategy/ 

Management 
Plan/Action Plan

➢Critical Habitat 

Identification 

Implementation

• Undertake 

conservation 
measures described 
in the plans

• Protect Critical 
Habitat

• ECCC does “Pre-

listing” 
consultations on 
whether to add to 

SARA

Species are re-assessed every 10 years



Recovery Planning: Requirements

• For extirpated, endangered 
and threatened species, a 
recovery strategy is prepared 
within a mandated timeframe:

• Within 1 year for endangered; 2 
years for threatened/ extirpated

• Must include identification of critical 
habitat where possible

• For species of special concern, 
a management plan is 
prepared

• No critical habitat is identified



Recovery Planning: Requirements

• Recovery Documents must be prepared in 
consultation and cooperation with those directly 
affected

• Purpose of cooperating with Indigenous 
communities and organizations:

• To gather information to inform strategies/ plans for recovery

• To engage Indigenous peoples in recovery implementation

• To avoid or minimize impact on Aboriginal rights 



Recovery Planning: Consultation

When: Draft document

What: Email/Mail from CWS-Ontario region - SpeciesatRisk.Ontario@ec.gc.ca

• Subject: Seeking your input and involvement on the Draft Recovery 
Strategy/Management Plan for the [Species Name] in Canada

• Includes:

o Full Recovery Document

o Recovery Document Summary (2-3 pages)

o Questionnaire to help guide comments 

Why: To improve recovery planning process and ensure best available 
information is used in documents

How: Send comments by email, mail, or phone

• If you have questions or to request a meeting – email/phone Victoria Leck 
(Victoria.Leck@ec.gc.ca) 

mailto:SpeciesatRisk.Ontario@ec.gc.ca
mailto:Victoria.Leck@ec.gc.ca


Recovery Planning: Areas of Focus

Consultation & Cooperation on recovery documents

Information to inform the recovery documents, focusing on:

• Where the species and its habitat have been found 

• What the species needs to survive and/or recover

• Threats (current and historical) and which activities might destroy their 

habitat 

• What could be done to recover/manage the species and what actions are 
already underway

• Population and distribution objectives for recovery/management

• Indigenous Knowledge that knowledge holders would like to see included in 

a recovery document, including cultural significance of a species

• Anything else that may aid in the survival and recovery of the species



Current Recovery Document 
Consultations

Polar Bear – Special Concern (Management Plan)

Chimney Swift – Threatened (Recovery Strategy)

Eastern Meadowlark – Threatened (Recovery Strategy)

Bobolink – Threatened (Recovery Strategy)

Eastern Wood-Pewee - Special Concern (Management Plan)

Louisiana Waterthrush - Threatened (Recovery Strategy)

Dwarf Lake Iris - Special Concern (Management Plan)

Jefferson Salamander and Unisexual Ambystoma (Jefferson Salamander 
dependent population) – Endangered (Recovery Strategy)

Small-mouthed Salamander & Unisexual Ambystoma (Small-mouthed 
Salamander dependent population) - Endangered (Recovery Strategy)



Polar Bear

Special Concern; 
Management Plan in 
development

ECCC is adopting six provincial & 
territorial recovery documents as 
part of the federal management plan

Habitat Needs:

• Arctic & sub-arctic habitat, typically found on pack ice for most of the 
year; Sea ice required for hunting seals

• Polar bears excavate maternity dens on land, typically in snowdrifts



Polar Bear

Threats:

• Climate change

• Harvest in excess of established quotas 
(including hunting, defense kills, illegal take)

• Contaminants 

• Development and resource extraction 

Co-Management Approaches: 

• Quotas for harvest; in some jurisdictions, reporting of kills of any kind is 
mandatory

• Protection of habitat through protected areas, development restrictions

• Mitigation of human-bear interactions such as through waste management, 
monitoring habitat use, and regulating tourism



Polar Bear

Information to Inform 
Management Plan

• Does this species occur in or around your community?

• How much and what kinds of interaction(s) do people in your 

community have with the species?

• Are there any specific threats in your community that are not 

identified in the proposed management plan, or conservation 

approaches that should be added?

• Are there any current conservation actions that your community is 

taking that would help to conserve/ recover these species?



Chimney Swift

Identifying Features:

• Small, cigar-shaped body, short tail, and long, narrow, pointed wings

• When stationary, its folded wings project considerably beyond the 
spiny-looking tail

• In flight, often mistaken for a swallow, but with quick, jerky flight similar 
to that of a bat

• Dark brown, slightly iridescent plumage; the throat is brownish grey. 

Habitat Needs:

• Nests and roosts in chimneys, tree hollows, and occasionally caves and 
rocky crevices (rough, vertical surfaces that offer shelter)

Threatened; Recovery Strategy 
in development



Chimney Swift

Threats:

• Chimney demolition or modification (habitat loss), 
chimney sweeping and use during the breeding season 
(nest destruction, mortality)

• Forestry practices causing reduction/loss of large or 
hollow trees for nest/roost sites

• Decline in prey due to pesticide use, removal of water 
bodies for development or insect control

Management Approaches:

• Support stewardship among owners of structures used 
by the species; promote stakeholder compliance with protections

• Collaborate with the forestry sector to reduce threats to natural habitats and 
encourage the presence of large, hollow trees 

• Promote insect recovery: reduce pesticide use, conserve breeding areas



Chimney Swift

Information to Inform the 
Recovery Strategy

• Does this species occur in or around your community?

• Are there any known roosting/nesting sites in your community? What 
types of habitat are they using (chimney vs. natural feature, type of 
building, etc.)?

• Are there any specific threats in your community that are not 
identified in the draft recovery strategies, or conservation 
approaches that should be added?

• Are there any current conservation actions that your community is 
taking that would help to conserve/ recover this species?



Eastern Meadowlark

Habitat Needs:

• Breeds in open grassland 
habitats, e.g.:

o Prairies, savannahs and 
alvars;

o Pastures, hayfields, idle 
old fields, weedy 
meadows, young 
orchards, and grassy 
roadside verges.

Threatened; Recovery Strategy in development

Identifying 
Features:

• Bright yellow 
throat and belly

• Black V-shape 
pattern on its 
breast

• Patterned 
brown back



Bobolink

Identifying Features:

• During the breeding season, males are 
black below and lighter above with a yellow 
patch on the back of the head and neck;

• Females, as well as males outside of the 
breeding season, are light beige streaked 
with brown;

Habitat Needs:

• The Bobolink breeds in native grasslands 
and open farmlands, specifically hay fields, 
pastures, and idle cropland.

Threatened; Recovery Strategy in development



Eastern Meadowlark and Bobolink

Threats:

• Habitat loss due to grassland conversion, agricultural intensification, 
overgrazing;

• Direct mortality and nest destruction due to frequent and early mowing/haying;

• Predation by cats, dogs, subsidized native predators

• Prey species (insect) declines

Management Approaches:

• Create and restore suitable grassland habitat in appropriate landscapes; 
Protect, conserve, and maintain existing habitat

• Develop, implement and evaluate the effectiveness of regionally appropriate 
Beneficial Management Practices and conservation practices to mitigate 
threats

• Explore and support development or expansion of incentive programs to 
conserve, maintain, create and enhance grassland habitat and mitigate threats



Eastern Meadowlark and Bobolink

Information to Inform the Recovery Strategies

• Do these species occur in or around your 
community?

• Do you have land that is actively farmed that is 
used by Bobolink or Eastern Meadowlark? 

• Are there any specific threats in your community 
that are not identified in the draft recovery 
strategies, or conservation approaches that 
should be added?

• Are there any current conservation actions that 
your community is taking that would help to 
conserve/ recover these species?



Eastern Wood-Pewee

Identifying Features:

• Small songbird in the flycatcher family;

• Adults have olive-grey plumage and a pale breast, belly, and wing 
bars; and lack an eye ring;

• Most readily identified by its distinct “pee-a-wee” song.

Habitat Needs:

• Lives in most forest types across its breeding range, generally 
deciduous and mixed forests, and nests in oaks, maples, and elms;

• Generally more abundant in larger forest patches; 

• Prefers open forests with a high canopy, or forest habitat close to a 
clearing or woodland edge.

Special Concern; 
Management Plan in development



Eastern Wood-Pewee

Threats:
• Conversion of tropical forest to cropland or pasture 

across migratory range;
• Habitat loss across breeding range due to: 

• Non-native tree diseases and insects, 
overgrazing by deer, and poor forestry 
practices that do not retain mature trees;

• Reduced availability of insect prey due to agricultural intensification, pesticide 
use, and climate change.

Management Approaches:
• Develop international partnerships to support conservation of the species and 

its habitats;
• Develop policies and broad conservation measures to address the decline of 

aerial insectivores;
• Determine key wintering areas, migratory stopover sites and migratory 

connectivity between breeding and non-breeding areas;
• On breeding grounds, use stewardship programs to promote compatible 

woodlot management and forest conservation by private landowners.



Eastern Wood-Pewee

Information to Inform the Management Plan

• Does this species occur in or 
around your community?

• Are there any specific threats in 
your community that are not 
identified in the draft management 
plan, or conservation approaches 
that should be added?

• Are there any current conservation 
actions that your community is 
taking that would help to conserve/ 
recover this species?



Louisiana 
Waterthrush

Identifying Features:
• Brown back and white belly with brown spots, and white throat; 
• Broad, white stripe above the eye that widens behind the eye toward the 

neck;
• Very similar in appearance to the related Northern Waterthrush

Habitat Needs:
• Typically found in riparian zones in mature tracts of deciduous/mixed 

forest; 
• Preference for streams below steep-sided slopes in forests containing 

deciduous trees, often with a hemlock component; 
• Nests along stream banks and swamp edges, under mossy logs and in 

roots of fallen trees. 

Threatened; 
Recovery Strategy 
in development



Louisiana Waterthrush

Threats:
• Historically, habitat loss due to conversion
• Hemlock Wooly Adelgid, an invasive insect, is an

emerging threat
• Reduced availability/quality of insect prey 

due to pesticides and agricultural intensification
• Collisions with communication towers, tall buildings, etc. during migration.

Management Approaches:
• Promote compatible forestry practices
• Facilitate conservation of key breeding sites; identify opportunities to slow/halt 

further loss of deciduous forest in landscapes with known breeding sites and 
upstream from breeding locations

• Promote reforestation to: increase the size of existing habitat, increase forest cover 
in landscapes where the species is known to breed, and improve water quality 

• Work with partners through the National Forest Pest Strategy to reduce the risk of 
forest damage from insects and promote Integrated Pest Management practices 
including implementing surveillance/management for Hemlock Woolly Adelgid

• Work with international partners and researchers to target continental population

City of Hamilton



Louisiana Waterthrush

Information to Inform the 
Recovery Strategy

• Does this species occur in or around your community?

• Are there any specific threats in your community that are 
not identified in the draft recovery strategy, or 
conservation approaches that should be added?

• Are there any current conservation actions that your 
community is taking that would help to conserve/ 
recover this species?



Dwarf Lake Iris

Special Concern; Management 
Plan in development

Identifying features:

• Small perennial plant with flat, strap-shaped leaves that all grow in one plane.

• Can form large colonies as a result of spreading by rhizomes (underground 
stems). 

• Flowers have showy blue or purple sepals and petals with orange, bearded 
crests, and lack a peduncle (or stalk)

Habitat Needs:

• Semi-shaded habitats with calcium-rich soils near the Lake Huron coast, in 
Bruce County and on Manitoulin Island

• Grows on alvars, bedrock shorelines, sand or gravel beach ridges, and in 
openings in coniferous woodlands



Dwarf Lake Iris

Threats:

• Development and fire suppression 
causing habitat loss and reducing habitat 
suitability

• Trampling by ATVs, cyclists, and hikers

Management Approaches:

• Canopy cover control including manual and/or mechanical removal of shrubs 
and trees

• Prescribed burns to reduce woody vegetation density

• Public education on the benefits of prescribed burns, and the safety 
measures that are taken when carried out.

• Municipal planning and permitting to reduce and mitigate development 
impacts



Dwarf Lake Iris

Information to Inform the Management Plan

• Does this species occur in or around your 
community, or has it historically?

• Are there any specific threats in your community that 
are not identified in the draft management plan, or 
conservation approaches that should be added?

• Are there any current conservation actions that your 
community is taking that would help to conserve/ 
recover this species?



Jefferson Salamander & Unisexual Ambystoma
(Jefferson Salamander dependent population)

Identifying Features:

• Up to 13 cm long with long limbs, hind toes, 

snout, and tail; tail is laterally compressed

• Uniformly grey/brownish-grey with variable 

flecking along the sides of the body and tail

• Unisexual Ambystoma (Jefferson 

Salamander dependent population) is 

visually similar – distinguished based on 

genetics

Endangered; Recovery Strategy in development

Habitat needs: Deciduous or mixed upland forests with suitable breeding ponds



Threats: 

• Habitat alteration, loss and fragmentation
due to development 

• Dispersal barriers (e.g. roads) causing 
population fragmentation and direct 
mortality

• Aggregate extraction causing changes to 
the water table/hydrology

Management Approaches:

• Habitat creation, restoration, and management: Restoring forest connectivity 
and habitat quality, removal of introduced species

• Mitigate road mortality with ecopassages, road closures during migration, 
public education, etc.

Jefferson Salamander & Unisexual Ambystoma
(Jefferson Salamander dependent population)



Small-mouthed Salamander & Unisexual Ambystoma
(Small-mouthed Salamander dependent population)

Identifying Features:

• Up to 18 cm long with robust limbs/bodies; the 

head is small and broad, with a short, blunt 

snout

• Back is black/dark grey, belly is dark with light 

spots; variable flecking on sides/tail

• Unisexual Ambystoma (Small-mouthed 

Salamander dependent population) visually 

similar – distinguished based on genetics

Endangered; Recovery Strategy in development

Habitat needs: Forested areas on Pelee Island with suitable breeding ponds



Small-mouthed Salamander & Unisexual Ambystoma
(Small-mouthed Salamander dependent population)

Threats: 

• Habitat alteration, loss and fragmentation
due to historic development and conversion 
to agriculture; drainage activities continue to 
threaten habitat

• Dispersal barriers (e.g. roads) causing 
population fragmentation and direct mortality

• Predation and habitat modification by 
introduced Wild Turkey

Management Approaches:

• Habitat creation, restoration, and management: Creation of breeding ponds, 
removal of non-native species, maintaining and increasing canopy cover

• Mitigate road mortality with ecopassages, traffic calming measures



Information to Inform the Recovery Strategies

• Do these species occur in or around your 
community?

• Do these species hold specific value or 
significance to your community?

• Are there any specific threats in your 
community that are not identified in the 
draft recovery strategies, or conservation 
approaches that should be added?

• Are there any current conservation 
actions that your community is taking that 
would help to conserve/ recover these 
species?

Salamanders



Submitting Species Observations

• Report species observations to conservation data centres, including: 

o The Ontario Natural Heritage Information Centre 
(https://www.ontario.ca/page/natural-heritage-information-centre)

o eBird (https://ebird.org)

o iNaturalist (https://www.inaturalist.org/)

o eButterfly (e-butterfly.org)

o Mission Monarch (mission-monarch.org)

o EDDMapS (www.eddmaps.org) – report invasive species records

o Invasive Species Centre  (https://www.invasivespeciescentre.ca/) 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/natural-heritage-information-centre
https://ebird.org/
https://www.inaturalist.org/
https://www.e-butterfly.org/
https://www.mission-monarch.org/
http://www.eddmaps.org/
https://www.invasivespeciescentre.ca/


For More Information… 

Species at Risk Public Registry: 

www.canada.ca/species-at-risk-registry

Victoria Leck
Consultations Biologist

Tel: 416-739-4254
Email: Victoria.Leck@ec.gc.ca

http://www.canada.ca/species-at-risk-registry
mailto:Victoria.Leck@ec.gc.ca

