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Making the transition from interior 
designer to jewelry maker hasn’t 

been an easy one for 64-year-old Rod-
ney Casebier, who has been designing 
one-of-a-kind necklaces and earrings 
since 2009. 

He recently left the University of  
Arizona Medical Center as project 
manager for interior projects to devote 
full-time to jewelry making.

“You must learn fabrication, taking 
a piece of  metal and building jewelry 
through soldering and cold connec-
tions, combining metal without sol-
dering,” as well as wire wrap, taking 
metal wire and several pieces of  stone 
and wrapping wire around the stones, 
Casebier explains. 

A final step is stringing, putting beads 
on the wire.

“It takes years to become proficient.” 
he says. 

After completing two years of  jewel-
ry-making classes at Randolph Park’s 
Tucson Art Center and taking nation-
ally known Ann Turpin Thayer’s Phoe-
nix wire wrap classes, where he drove 
five Sundays, Casebier was ready to 
exhibit.

“I sent photos of  my work to a ju-
ried 2009 show in Pinetop and was 
accepted in its contemporary gallery,” 
Casebier says. “Of  the 40 pieces I sub-
mitted, 20 sold. That’s when I thought 
jewelry making could be more than a 
hobby.”

Influenced by living in Japan as a 
young child, his designs reflect Case-
bier’s experiences in the rural coun-
tryside of  and exposure to a different 
culture near Nagasaki. His father was 
a U.S. military pilot during the Korean 
War.

“I had a Japanese nanny and Japa-
nese was my first language,” Casebier 
says. “The culture was imprinted on 
me and this is shown in my simple 
graceful lines and the beauty of  natu-
ral materials. I was exposed to Japanese 
art, prints and ceramics.”

“In contrast to the Japanese aesthetic 
is my interest in 17th century Europe-
an art,” Casebier says.

He is especially touched by the Ba-
roque artists’ use of  contrasting tex-
tures, color and light. 

“I like to incorporate these ele-
ments in my work by combining un-
usual stones, metals and vintage piec-
es, creating pieces with unusual lines 
and colors.” 

Casebier prefers working with coral, 
aquamarine, amethyst, chrysoprase, 
turquoise and pearls. He buys most of  
his stones at Tucson’s gem show.

“In reality, I am more interested in 
the uniqueness of  the stone more than 
the type,” he says. “I like different cuts, 
especially those that are not highly pol-
ished, which contrasts with the metal.” 

His prices range from $45 for cop-
per and freshwater pearl earrings to a 
$1,500 sterling silver necklace with tan-
zanite (blue) beads and a sterling silver 
pendant with blue chalcedony, as well 
as a $120 cuff  with crystals and fresh 
water seed pearls strung on a gold filled 
wire. There is also a $225 necklace 
adorned with red coral-like and onyx 
beads with a cubic zirconia and coral 

design. His work can be seen online at 
www.bountifulbeauty.artspan.com.

His routine is getting up at 4 a.m., 
grabbing a cup of  coffee, then heading 
to his home studio.

The Tucson native neared a bach-
elor’s and master’s degrees in interior 
design from the University of  Arizona 
and taught interior design at the Uni-
versity of  Northern Iowa in Cedar Falls 
and the University of  Nevada in Reno. 
He earned a Ph.D. in design from the 
University of  Missouri in Columbia, 
where he was the 13th individual to 
obtain this degree.

This is Casebier’s third career; after 
teaching, he worked as a furniture de-
signer for Steelcase, then for the Uni-
versity of  Arizona’s Medical Center as 
a design project manager. But jewelry 
making is his “passion.”

He has exhibited at the following gal-
leries: Jo Ott Fine Art Gallery, Mesilla, 
New Mexico; Tubac Art Center; and in 
Monterey Court. He can be contacted 
at BountifulBeautyJewelry@gmail.com.

“It’s the uniqueness of  each piece 
that is the challenge for me in jewelry 
making, the combinations that make 
each piece different,” he says. 

Bob Kay
Singing drummer/DJ Bob Kay plays oldies but goodies. 
This event is nonsmoking, and no alcohol is served, 
however, snack, finger foods will be available. 
WHEN: Sundays from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m.
WHERE: Singles and Friends, 2447 N. Los Altos Ave.
COST: $4
INFO: 883-5491

Asian Lunar New Year Show
This family-friendly event kicks off the month at Casino del Sol.
WHEN: Sunday, March 1, at 6 p.m.
WHERE: Casino del Sol’s Conference Center, 5655 W. 
Valencia Rd., Tucson
COST: Free
INFO: (855) 765-7829 or www.casinodelsolresort.com

Don Williams
Don Williams is considered an American classic.
WHEN: Sunday, March 1, at 7 p.m.
WHERE: Fox Tucson Theatre, 17 W. Congress
COST: $34 to $78
INFO: 547-3040 or www.foxtucsontheatre.org/events/shows

Anjelah Johnson
Anjelah Johnson has brought the laughs on TV and movies. 
Now she brings her comedy act to the Diamond Center.
WHEN: Saturday, March 7, at 8 p.m.
WHERE: Desert Diamond Casino, 1100 W. Pima Mine 
Rd., Sahuarita
COST: $25 to $45
INFO: 342-2944 or www.ddcaz.com/sahuarita/
entertainment

Twintastic: 2 Brothers—100 Stars
The Edwards Twins are two identical brothers who look 
and sound like famous celebrities.
WHEN: Sunday, March 8, at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.
WHERE: Fox Tucson Theatre, 17 W. Congress
COST: $29 to $69
INFO: 547-3040 or www.foxtucsontheatre.org/events/shows

Marc Cohn
This Grammy-winning artist’s career took off in 1990 
when he released the song “Walking in Memphis.”
WHEN: Thursday, March 12, at 7:30 p.m.
WHERE: Fox Tucson Theatre, 17 W. Congress
COST: $24 to $57
INFO: 547-3040 or www.foxtucsontheatre.org/events/shows
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Rodney Casebier, 64, is up at 4 a.m. to work on his unique necklaces and earrings.


