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I’m so glad you have decided to join the Daniel Fast 
and take this journey through the book of John. For 
the next twenty-one days we will be eating our daily 
bread from this fascinating book. To help prepare us, 
let me share some of the uniqueness of John’s Gospel. 

John’s Gospel is unique from the “synoptic Gospels” 
(Matthew, Mark, Luke), so called because of their 
similar content.  In the synoptics you will find many 
of the same miracles, parables, and events of Jesus’ 
life. There is often repetition, overlap, and even some 
passages that are nearly identical. In short, it could 
be said that the synoptics tell us what Jesus said and 
did. On the other hand, John tells us who Jesus is.  
His emphasis is on the identity of Jesus Christ. The 
early church father Clement of Alexandria called John 
“the spiritual Gospel” because of its deep insight into 
Jesus’ divinity. Consider some of these unique aspects 
of The Gospel of John:

1. There are no parables in John. Matthew has fifteen, 
Mark has nine, and Luke has over thirty-five.

2. John records only eight miracles of Jesus. Six of 
which are only found in his Gospel. Contrast this with 
Mark which details twenty and mentions ten more.

3. “Every chapter in John provides a separate portrait 
of who Christ is and what He does giving us greater 
insight into his character and nature.” (Ben Godwin)

4. Over one-third of John’s Gospel (chapters 12-19) 
covers the last week of Jesus’ life.

5. John provides us with a direct connection between 
Jehovah I AM of the Old Testament (Exodus 3:14) and 
Jesus I Am of the New Testament (John 8:58).

John is called “The Revelator” because he revealed or 
unveiled the true identity of Christ as God in greater 
depth than any other New Testament writer. As proof 
of this, consider that John didn’t begin his book with 
the birth of Jesus like Matthew and Luke did. Mathew 
traces Jesus’ lineage back to Abraham and Luke traces 
it back to Adam. However, John went all the way back 
to the origin, “In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God and the Word was God.” John 
revealed the deity of Christ in the very first verse of 
his Gospel!

There is so much more that could be said, but I’ll let 
the actual book speak for itself. These next twenty-one 
days hold the potential for a deeper and fuller under-
standing of the majesty, royalty, divinity, and humanity 
of Jesus. C.S. Lewis has said it well, “The Son of God 
became a man to enable men to become sons of God.” 
I pray that as we journey together the Holy Spirit will 
teach us, encourage us, convict us, and unite us as we 
study The Gospel of John.

- PASTOR MIKE DRURY

THE GOSPEL OF JOHN
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GRAB A BIBLE, PEN, AND JOURNAL

S - SCRIPTURE

Open your Bible to your reading for the day. Take time 
reading and allow God to speak to you. When you are 
done, look for a verse that particularly spoke to you 
that day, and write it down.

SCHEDULE YOUR READING
Set aside a time and a place to meditate on God’s 
Word. Create a distraction free environment to dive 
deeper into the scripture.

PRAY BEFORE YOU READ
Ask God to reveal his truths as you read. Pray for 
consistency and clarity.

SHARE WHAT YOU ARE LEARNING
Don’t just read it! Share how God’s word is speaking 
to you!

READ WITH A FRIEND
Read with someone that will hold you accountable to 
your daily reading. Proverbs 27:17 says, “As iron sharp-
ens iron, so one person sharpens another.”

READ WITH A BIBLE COMMENTARY
Commentary Bibles allow us to gain a Bible schol-
ar’s perspective on the scripture you are reading. One 
recommendation is the “New Bible Commentary, 21st 
Century Edition.”

O - OBSERVATION

What do you feel God is saying to you in this scripture? 
Ask the Holy Spirit to teach you and reveal Jesus to you.

P - PRAYER

This can be as simple as asking God to help you use 
this scripture, or even a prayer for a greater insight on 
what He may be revealing to you. Remember, prayer is 
a two-way conversation, so be sure to  listen to what 
God has to say! Now write it out.

A - APPLICATION

Write how you can apply what you have read to your 
own life right now. Perhaps it is instruction, encour-
agement, a new promise, or correction for a particular 
area in your life.
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KEY WORDS
KEY WORDS BRING FORTH 
MEANING TO THE TEXT

Believe (Greek= pisteuo)

John uses this word almost 100 times in his gospel, 
primarily in the verb form. In fact, he uses it more 
than the other three Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, 
Luke) combined!

Additionally, in John 20:31 he stated his primary 
purpose for writing this gospel: “But these are written 
that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the 
Son of God, and that by believing you may have life 
in his name.”

Know (Greek= ginosko) 

This word is used in John’s gospel approximately 84 
times. It means “to know, to perceive, to understand, 
to comprehend intellectually.”  

For John, knowledge was intricately linked to the eter-
nal life promised by Jesus (John 17:3). It also equates 
to knowing that Jesus and the Father are one. To know 
that Jesus has come from the Father and that Jesus is 
the one who reveals the Father’s will (John 3:16-17; 
17:20-25). 

Glory (Greek= doxa) 

The range of meaning of doxa, found in verse 11 of John 
2, covers the gamut from to think or accept to, as a 
noun, praise or glory. The term is peppered throughout 
the New Testament and is used 25 times in the Septua-
gint, an ancient (before the birth of Christ) translation 
of the Hebrew Old Testament into Greek. It is used, in 
fact, to describe the Shekinah, the glory cloud that led 
the Exodus and filled the temple.

Light (Greek= phos) 

John, in his gospel, epistles and in Revelation makes 
frequent use of the concept of light. In John 9 Jesus 
demonstrates that he is the light of the world by heal-
ing the man born blind. This is contrasted with the 
darkness the Pharisees are in, and connotes knowledge, 
goodness, giving of life, and, reckoning back to the 
creation, God’s power to bring reality to pass by his 
spoken word.

Overcome (Greek= nikao)

In the original overcome does not merely describe 
getting past an obstacle, but connotes victory. In John 
16 Jesus reminds the disciples that he has already 
overcome the world. Those who would seek to destroy 
the church, his bride, will fail because the victory 
has already been won by him. We are encouraged to 
keep this comforting and glorious truth in mind when 
persecution comes.
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Manifested (Greek= phaneroo)

The Greek term means to reveal, or to make known. 
Jesus, in his high priestly prayer affirms that he has 
revealed the name of the father to the disciples. The 
form used in John 17:6 is only used once in the New 
Testament, though the concept is quite common. 
Related to light (phos) John emphasizes that Jesus 
shows us the Father and in doing so gives us blessing 
and comfort.

Cup (Greek= poterion) 

The Greek term by itself is a common term, used more 
than two dozen times in the New Testament to describe 
a simple drinking vessel. In John 18:11, however, it is 
a picture of the wrath of the Father that Jesus must 
face on the cross. The image is of a most bitter drink, 
poison, that Jesus takes in our place, securing for us 
forgiveness of our sins. Peter in John 18 foolishly again 
tries to keep Jesus from his calling to drink that cup.

Truth (Greek= aletheia)

Used twenty times in the gospel of John truth does not 
merely mean individual truths that match reality, but 
is a broader, all encompassing word. Pilate in John 
18 takes a cynical view of truth, while Jesus not only 
claims to know the truth, to reveal the truth, but to be 
the truth.



SUNDAY | DAY 01
SCRIPTURE

JOHN 1

SERMON TITLE:

SPEAKER:
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MONDAY | DAY 02
SCRIPTURE

JOHN 2

OBSERVATION

In John 2 we witness Jesus’ first miracle, turning water 
into wine at the wedding feast of Cana. It begins with 
a seemingly odd interaction between Jesus and His 
mother, as if she is pushing Him and He resisting. It 
seems Mary might not be aware of her place. She is, 
however, well aware of her son’s place.

The feast was the groom’s father’s responsibility, a 
feast that could easily last up to a week. This father, 
however, wasn’t sufficiently prepared and as a result, 
the wine came up short. Mary not only wants Jesus to 
solve the problem, but affirms to the servants that He 
is the true Lord of the Feast, “His mother said to the 
servants, ‘Do whatever He tells you’” (John 2:5). They 
heed her. Jesus not only creates sufficient wine for the 
celebration, but the best wine. He succeeds where the 
groom’s father failed.  He is the true Lord of the Feast. 
For two reasons. 

First, Jesus is Lord over all things. The wine supply 
for a wedding feast isn’t something outside His reign, 
something “secular,” or unspiritual. Perhaps John 
records this to remind us that Jesus changes every-
thing, that, as Abraham Kuyper once said, “There is not 
one square inch of reality over which Jesus does not 
declare ‘MINE.’”

MONDAY | DAY 02
SCRIPTURE

JOHN 2

Second, Jesus is Lord of the FEAST. He is the source, the 
cause, the reason for all our celebrations. During this 
fast we are not giving up the greater for the lesser, but 
remembering He is the greater. We feast in the midst 
of our fast, for the Master of the Feast, the Bridegroom, 
is with us.

APPLICATION

PRAYER
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TUESDAY | DAY 03
SCRIPTURE

JOHN 3

OBSERVATION

We are prone to desire what others have- the bigger 
house, nicer car, slimmer waist, fatter wallet, better 
job, curlier hair, any hair at all. In John 3 we see one 
of John’s disciples jealous of the influence Jesus was 
gaining with the people.  Before Jesus’ arrival, people 
had flocked to John at the Jordan River to be baptized 
by him. Remember that before John there had not 
been a prophet in the land for 400 years. He was, in 
a manner of speaking, a rock star. As Jesus’ ministry 
grew people began to go to him and his disciples to 
be baptized. One of John’s disciples noticed brought 
this to John’s attention, saying that “everyone is going 
to him” (John 3:26).

John’s reply was humble and holy!  He said, “…A person 
can receive only what is given them from heaven.” In 
a delicate situation where resentment was building 
John diffused the situation by acknowledging that he 
knew exactly who he was, who he was not, and what 
he was called to. He was NOT the Messiah, but he WAS 
the forerunner. Therefore, he would go on to say, “He 
must become greater; I must become less.” What a 
great example for us. Understanding his identity freed 
John to focus on what he was called to do without 
any jealousy or resentment, all the while desiring the 
continuing exaltation of Jesus in his life. Let us too 
have this holy and humble approach—understanding 
what we’ve been given from heaven, being content with 
it, and desiring Jesus to be Lord over all of it. Let us 
likewise, like John, make much of Jesus.

TUESDAY | DAY 03
SCRIPTURE

JOHN 3

APPLICATION

PRAYER
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WEDNESDAY | DAY 04
SCRIPTURE

JOHN 4

OBSERVATION

The Samaritan woman was an outcast. She had married 
5 times and was living with a man not her husband. At 
the well, she was likely sweaty, smelly and a bit dishev-
eled. Her inward spirit I’m sure was lonely, frustrated, 
confused and frightened. Until something changed her 
life forever. A Jewish man, a kind stranger, looked past 
her outward appearance, asking for a drink. She may 
have turned her head to the right, to the left, unsure He 
was speaking to her. Inwardly she screamed, “Why is 
this Jewish man speaking so kindly to me? He must not 
know me, what kind of life I’m living.” He knew. Jesus 
knew exactly who she was, yet showed her kindness, 
acceptance, value. He changed her life by not dismiss-
ing her, not following tradition. He saw her as human, 
with a need He could supply.

What would you have done if you were running errands 
and bumped into a “dirty” woman who looked and 
smelled different, who spoke differently, a woman so 
beaten down by the choices she had made that she 
could barely lift her gaze to meet yours. What would 
I have done? People daily cross our paths who are 
confused, lonely, filled with turmoil, perhaps hoping 
that someone, anyone would take notice. Or maybe 
they have lost hope and are just waiting for the grave 
to swallow them. We have what they need, Jesus! Our 
mission is to share Jesus with them!

WEDNESDAY | DAY 04
SCRIPTURE

JOHN 4

APPLICATION

PRAYER

Father, God, give me courage to be bold in my witness 
for You. Help me slow down and see those searching 
for the truth. Use me to change someone’s life forever!
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THURSDAY | DAY 05
SCRIPTURE

JOHN 5

OBSERVATION

Do you ever feel your religious routine lacks life, 
vibrancy? Maybe you’ve been faithfully spending time 
in the Bible, ‘checking the box’ every day, even if it 
means just blowing through it so you can move on to 
a long to-do list. Maybe it’s been hard to maintain 
consistency in your time with Jesus; you desire it, you 
know it’s good, but something always comes up. Maybe 
your prayer life is hardly alive, feeling more like an 
awkward monologue or a constant list of requests.

Can I encourage you? I’ve been there too. Even the 
most ‘religious’ people in Jesus’ day, who literally 
had conversations with God in the flesh, missed it as 
well. They knew the Scriptures better than anyone, but 
missed the point: Jesus (John 5:39). We’ve been invited 
into a relationship, not a religious routine.True life 
is not ultimately found in a passage of Scripture or a 
performance of religion or a pursuit of excellence; it 
is found in a Person. His name is Jesus. 

As we continue on this journey, let’s not just ‘check 
the box’ of getting our reading done for the day and 
moving on as if nothing happened (James 1:22-25). 
Let’s check our hearts’ motives. Let’s dig in and take 
our time as we not only read the Word of God, but 
allow the Word to read us and lead us into “life” (John 
5:40). For in the Word of God, we encounter the Word 
Himself, Jesus. He is worthy of our time, attention, and 
affection. He is always faithful to show up, time and 
time again.

THURSDAY | DAY 05
SCRIPTURE

JOHN 5

APPLICATION

PRAYER
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FRIDAY | DAY 06
SCRIPTURE

JOHN 6

OBSERVATION

Then they said to him, “What must we do, to be doing 
the works of God?” Jesus answered them, “This is the 
work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent” 
(John 6:28-29).

To believe IN something requires trust and confidence. 
Belief without trust is mere knowledge. The people 
could not “do” the works of God without first believing 
because belief, and by extension, trust, is more about 
surrender than striving. Trust requires a state of being 
rather than activity as we transfer our control to One 
who is consistent and capable.

The people ask for a sign or work to validate their 
belief in Jesus, using the example of the sign of manna 
given to their ancestors. This same group of people had 
witnessed Jesus distribute 5 loaves of bread and 2 fish 
to over 5,000 people the previous day! Jesus responds 
by saying that who He is, His being, is the sign they are 
requesting. He is the manna – the Bread of Life who 
satisfies hunger eternally! It was not another sign they 
needed but a willingness to fully surrender and trust 
in Jesus’ being over His doing. His divinity over His 
duties. Surrender is the highest work of God we can 
“do” because it recognizes not only the character of 
Jesus, but also the relationship He longs to have with 
us, one not founded on our competency - our activities 
or works - but on trust. Our belief IN Him. How are you 
practicing trust through surrender? In what areas have 
you prioritized striving over surrender?

FRIDAY | DAY 06
SCRIPTURE

JOHN 6

APPLICATION

PRAYER
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SATURDAY | DAY 07SATURDAY | DAY 07
SCRIPTURE

JOHN 7

JOHN 7:5

JOHN 7:21-24

JOHN 7:37-38

2 5





SUNDAY | DAY 08
SCRIPTURE

JOHN 8

SERMON TITLE:

SPEAKER:

2 8 2 9



MONDAY | DAY 09
SCRIPTURE

JOHN 9

OBSERVATION

How easy we find it when we, or others suffer to assume 
that that suffering is the result of some obvious sin. In 
healing the man born blind Jesus once again put to rest 
that folly. His disciples should have paid more atten-
tion during their Book of Job lessons. What may be a 
more important lesson, however, is the one about the 
men born blind who didn’t know they were blind, the 
Pharisees.

They were themselves eyewitnesses of the miracles Jesus 
was performing, including this one. Yet, they insisted 
they didn’t know where He came from. The blind man 
becomes a teacher to the teachers as he says,“The man 
answered, “Now that is remarkable! You don’t know where 
he comes from, yet he opened my eyes. We know that God 
does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly person 
who does his will. Nobody has ever heard of opening 
the eyes of a man born blind.  If this man were not from 
God, he could do nothing” (John 9:30-33). 

Were we wise we would take every moment of hunger, 
every bit of discomfort that comes through this fast and 
let it be a goad to us to remember where He came from, 
why He came, to where He returned and from where He 
will come again. He, in His grace, has given us eyes 
to see, so that we too might proclaim, “One thing I do 
know, I was blind, but now I see” (John 9:25).  Let us 
remember to always give thanks, to praise His name, to 
tell of His glory that still more blind might be given 
sight.

MONDAY | DAY 09
SCRIPTURE

JOHN 9

APPLICATION

PRAYER
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TUESDAY | DAY 1O
SCRIPTURE

JOHN 10

OBSERVATION

I remember playing a game with my kids where I would 
put something in my hand, close my fist and they would 
try to pry my hand open to get it out. No matter how 
hard they tried they simply couldn’t get my hand to 
release what I was holding. It was secure, safe in the 
hands of someone much stronger. Jesus uses this visual 
to emphasize the security of our salvation.  He stated 
clearly, “I give them eternal life, and they shall never 
perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand.”  Those 
who believe, who have received the eternal life that 
only he can provide, are held safely and securely in the 
hands of Jesus. 

Furthermore, He goes on to say the same of his Father.  
None that are his can be snatched away because the 
Father has given them to Jesus as the good shepherd.  
He then states , “My Father, who has given them to 
me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of 
my Father’s hand.”  Much like my kids trying with all 
their might to open my clenched fist, is the  one who 
tries with all their might to open God’s hand in order 
to snatch away the supernatural salvation that Christ 
has given. Neither are we strong enough to wiggle out 
ourselves.  It is impossible. 

The Father is greater (more powerful) than all.  And 
who is strong enough to “pry open” the protective grasp 
of God?  No one!  Rest in confidence in the work of 
Jesus and the strength of the Father that those who 
believe in Christ will never be lost!

TUESDAY | DAY 10
SCRIPTURE

JOHN 10

APPLICATION

PRAYER
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WEDNESDAY | DAY 11
SCRIPTURE

JOHN 11

OBSERVATION

Sometimes things get darker for a season in order 
for us to go deeper with God. There are revelations of 
God that require regressions, as if things were getting 
worse. It’s one thing to know about God’s love, another 
thing entirely to experience it. It’s one thing to know 
about God’s power, another thing entirely to expe-
rience it. We love the idea of miracles, but if we’re 
honest, few of us want to find ourselves in a situation 
requiring a miracle. God will allow things that we 
would never allow, so we can experience Him in ways 
that we may otherwise never experience. God’s ways 
are not ours (Isaiah 55:8); they’re better! He is after 
His own glory (John 11:4) and our good (John 11:15). He 
is concerned not only with our salvation, but also our 
sanctification (becoming more like Jesus).

Though Jesus knew what the outcome would be, He 
still wept for His friends (John 11:35). The brokenness 
of humanity breaks God’s heart. God hates sin, and the 
effects of sin. God, however, uses all things to bring 
about good (Romans 8:28). Jesus not only bore our sin 
on the cross, He experienced first-hand the brokenness 
of this world, so He could empathize as He intercedes 
for us (Hebrews 4:15). When you find yourself in a hard 
situation or season, ask yourself, ‘What is God trying 
to reveal about Himself? What is He trying to teach 
me? Who else in my life is He trying to reveal Himself 
to?’ (John 11:42). I pray as you continue to seek Him 
in every season, He will continue to reveal more and 
more of Himself.

WEDNESDAY | DAY 11
SCRIPTURE

JOHN 11

APPLICATION

PRAYER
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THURSDAY | DAY 12
SCRIPTURE

JOHN 12

OBSERVATION

The first 10 verses of John 12 describe a celebration. 
It’s possible that Jesus wanted to throw a party because 
Lazarus was again alive. Mary, Martha and their friends 
were shocked and overjoyed Lazarus was with them 
again. The passage doesn’t say how many came to the 
home but there was a meal to be served, preparations 
to be made. Martha was preparing and serving but 
where was Mary? To the dismay of some, she was sitting 
at Jesus’ feet pouring out an extremely expensive bottle 
of oil and wiping Jesus’ feet with her hair.

Was Martha wrong for making dinner preparations and 
serving the guests? Was Mary wrong for not helping 
Martha but rather sitting at Jesus’ feet wiping them 
with her loosed hair?  In those days, it was not custom 
for a woman to let down her hair. Jewish women were 
required to wear their hair tied up whenever they left 
their homes. Unbound, flowing hair was regarded as 
sensual. Is it possible both women were so overcome 
with thankfulness that they manifested their love to 
Jesus in different ways? Mary’s heart pulled her to 
the feet of Jesus as she poured out the expensive oil.  
Martha manifested her love by taking time to cook and 
prepare food for Jesus to eat and be nourished. Both 
women sacrificed. Have we sacrificed to show Jesus 
how much we love Him? Or do we care more about what 
people might say?  Are we afraid our intentions may 
be misconstrued? Take a moment to search your heart 
asking Jesus what sacrifice you can make to show Him 
your love Him. Welcome to the party.

THURSDAY | DAY 12
SCRIPTURE

JOHN 12

APPLICATION

PRAYER
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FRIDAY | DAY 13
SCRIPTURE

JOHN 13

OBSERVATION

A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 
another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love 
one another. By this all people will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another (John 13:34-
35).

For some this commandment might not feel new or trans-
formative. For the disciples, it was radical. The law 
commanded them to love the Lord with their heart, soul, 
and strength, and to love their neighbor as themselves. 
What did it mean to love as Jesus loved them? Jesus 
became the standard. The bar is raised to love just as…
in the same way as…to an equal degree as…identical to…
Jesus. Just as Jesus met with a religious man who was 
so worried about his own reputation that they met at 
night…so we are to love. In the same way Jesus crossed 
racial and cultural boundaries to speak to a woman who 
was isolated in shame and offer her life…so we are to 
love. As Jesus grieved his friend’s death and empathized 
deeply though he knew the joy of resurrection would 
soon follow…so we are to love. Identical to the way 
Jesus washed the feet of his betrayer and carried a cross 
for those who mocked him…so we are to love. Radical. 
Unexpected. Sacrificial. He showed us love is a choice 
consistently displayed through intentional actions. 
Sometimes love is consistent with our feelings. Some-
times, however, it is the power of choosing to love as 
Jesus loves, a love so supernatural it points to the Source. 
Would others describe your love as radically inexpli-
cable? Does your love point to love’s ultimate example?

FRIDAY | DAY 13
SCRIPTURE

JOHN 13

APPLICATION

PRAYER
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SATURDAY | DAY 14SATURDAY | DAY 14
SCRIPTURE

JOHN 14

JOHN 14:1-4

JOHN 14:6

JOHN 14:15-17

JOHN 14:15-17

41





SUNDAY | DAY 15
SCRIPTURE

JOHN 15

SERMON TITLE:

SPEAKER:

4 4 4 5



MONDAY | DAY 16
SCRIPTURE

JOHN 16

OBSERVATION

Is it not remarkable that Jesus, knowing that He is 
facing the full outpouring of His Father’s wrath due to 
us for our sin is still focused on the well-being of His 
disciples? He instructs them, washes their feet, prays 
for them. In John 16 He also warns them. He tells them 
what it is going to look like for them to take up their 
cross. They will be put out of the synagogues. They 
will be hated, despised, even killed as an act of devo-
tion. None of this should have surprised them, or us. 
This theme, that we servants are not greater than our 
Master, that we will suffer as He did, is covered time 
and again by Jesus.

It is a surprise, however, that having given this warn-
ing Jesus would say this, “I have told you these things, 
so that in me you may have peace. In this world you 
will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the 
world.”

Notice that Jesus didn’t say, “Cheer up. In the end 
it will all work out. Eventually I will overcome the 
world.” No, He has already overcome the world. Our 
response is to take heart, to cheer up, to rejoice. Why 
would we have to go through such hardships since He 
has already overcome the world? Because He is about 
the business of cleansing us, washing His bride, the 
church, with the water of the Word. Our hardships, the 
hatred we receive from the world, these are for our 
good and His glory, and are utterly under His control. 
That’s reason to celebrate.

MONDAY | DAY 16
SCRIPTURE

JOHN 16

APPLICATION

PRAYER

4 6 47



TUESDAY | DAY 17
SCRIPTURE

JOHN 17

OBSERVATION

Surely the Bible’s deepest mystery is the tri-unity of 
God. It teaches God is one (Deuteronomy 6) and that 
there are three persons in the Godhead (see Matthew 
28, as well as, John 14:26 and 15:26). Heavy, I know. 
Which doesn’t change the glorious truth that it is glori-
ously true. 

The trinity, however, is not just a doctrine, but a real-
ity. We do pretty well affirming the three-ness of God. 
The one-ness we often miss. Yes, they’re all deity. Yes, 
they all have the same goal. All true. But there is a 
unity of love among the members of the trinity, each 
member knowing and loving the infinite perfections of 
the others infinitely. In his High Priestly prayer, Jesus 
brings us, his bride, to the mercy seat all the while 
rejoicing over his unity with the father. These disciples, 
who were forever jockeying for position, Jesus prays 
that they would be one, as Jesus and the father are one. 

That’s where we come in. Jesus, that night, prayed for 
you: “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who 
will believe in me through their word, that they may all 
be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that 
they also may be in us, so that the world may believe 
that you have sent me” (verses 20-21). Jesus asks not just 
that we would be one with each other, merely that our 
unity would reflect the unity of the trinity, but that we’d 
be drawn into that unity- “that they also may be in us.” 

The prayers of the Righteous Man avail much.

TUESDAY | DAY 17
SCRIPTURE

JOHN 17

APPLICATION

PRAYER
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WEDNESDAY | DAY 18
SCRIPTURE

JOHN 18

OBSERVATION

Peter had made the bold declaration that Jesus is the 
Christ, the son of the living God. At this moment, Jesus 
named him “the rock.” Peter had boasted that he would 
follow Jesus to his death. And Peter, the rock, stumbled 
over himself not once, not twice, but three times on the 
night in which Jesus was betrayed. How easy it is for 
us to look down on Peter, to shake our heads in disgust. 
How easy it is for us to then stumble in the same way.

Every time we disobey our Lord we disown Him. Every 
sin, from murder to sneaking a cookie out of the cookie 
jar is an act of cosmic treason, sinful humans declar-
ing to the risen Jesus that we reign rather than him. 
It is a denial of his authority, his person, his honor, 
just like Peter. And we, like Peter before us, do this 
even after we have come to him, even after we have 
received forgiveness for our sins, even after we have 
been adopted into his family.

This is precisely why Jesus had to drink the cup. Not 
just so unbelievers can have their sins forgiven, but 
so that we believers can have our sins forgiven. Jesus 
went where Peter could not go, precisely because 
Peter needed him to, because Peter needed to have his 
sins paid for. When we look down our noses at fellow 
believers, when we act as though we surely wouldn’t 
have done what Peter did we suggest that we don’t 
need what Peter needed. We forget that salvation is 
for sinners, of which we are chief. Repent. Receive. 
Rejoice.

WEDNESDAY | DAY 18
SCRIPTURE

JOHN 18

APPLICATION

PRAYER
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THURSDAY | DAY 19
SCRIPTURE

JOHN 19

OBSERVATION

I am struck by the faithfulness of Jesus, even up to His 
final moments on the cross. He knew the reason why He 
came, and remained vigilant to the end, accomplishing 
everything that the Father had sent Him to do (John 12:27).

In the midst of His greatest suffering, Jesus was still 
thinking of and serving others. He made sure His mother, 
Mary, would be taken care of (John 19:26-27); He made 
sure to fulfill all the Scriptures (John 19:28-29) (see 
Psalm 69:21); He prayed that the Father would forgive 
those who were crucifying Him (Luke 23:34); and Jesus 
showed compassion to the criminal being crucified 
alongside Him (Luke 23:43). For Jesus, good enough 
wasn’t good enough. Perfection was demanded of Him, 
and perfection was delivered by Him. Even in the small-
est details; even in His final moments. Jesus knew His 
obedience mattered, and He knew what the fruit of His 
obedience would bring about. And because of that, He 
“endured the cross,” and became the ultimate example 
for us, the “pioneer and perfecter of faith” who we now 
look to (Hebrews 12:2). And we should “Consider him who 
endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will 
not grow weary and lose heart” (Hebrews 12:3).

 My challenge for us today is that we would take time to 
“Consider him…” Consider His perfect life. Consider His 
extreme suffering. Consider His atoning death. Consider 
all that Jesus did and all that He endured and all that He 
accomplished and all that He now offers to those who 
believe and trust in Him. Consider Him.

THURSDAY | DAY 19
SCRIPTURE

JOHN 19

APPLICATION

PRAYER
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FRIDAY | DAY 20
SCRIPTURE

JOHN 20

OBSERVATION

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, 
the doors being locked where the disciples were for 
fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said to them, “Peace be with you.” When he had said 
this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus said 
to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has 
sent me, even so I am sending you” (John 20:19-21).

The disciples fear. Their innocent Leader had been 
crucified because of a mob ignited by religious lead-
ers. These men knew the disciples were Jesus’ clos-
est friends. No wonder they were on edge! Then Jesus 
appeared in a locked room. Peace was needed. Jesus 
did not say “peace to you,” but  “peace be with you.” 
Peace is found in presence. Once Jesus appears peace 
appears-  it originates in His presence. Peace is not 
something we receive but Someone we experience, not 
transactional but relational. Jesus repeats this phrase 
before sending them out – just as the Father sent Him, 
with His presence and power. The Spirit provides the 
same presence. Peace is found in a Person ever present; 
we always have access. Jesus had said, “I have said 
these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In 
the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I 
have overcome the world” (John 16:33). Peace is with 
us through the indwelling of the Spirit, always. Can 
you change your prayer request from asking to receive 
peace to asking for a revelation of the peace accessible 
through Christ’s presence? 

FRIDAY | DAY 20
SCRIPTURE

JOHN 20

APPLICATION

PRAYER
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SATURDAY | DAY 21SATURDAY | DAY 21
SCRIPTURE

JOHN 21

JOHN 21:4-6

JOHN 21:5-6

JOHN 21:25
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YOU DID IT!
SO WHAT’S NEXT?
YOUR NEXT STEPS FOLLOWING YOUR THREE 
WEEK STUDY

You just completed three weeks of immersion in The 
Gospel of John. For some of you this was an easy jour-
ney while for others it was challenging and hard.  For 
all of us it was rewarding. The logical question is 
“What’s Next”?

Throughout this time you have developed the habit of 
reading Scripture everyday while taking time to medi-
tate on and pray in response to it. So the best thing you 
can do is more of the same!!  We recommend reading 
another one of John’s letters, 1 John. The Gospel of John 
focused on the truth of Jesus as the Son of God.  His 
first epistle shows how one should live in response to 
accepting the truth of who Jesus is and receiving His 
precious gift of salvation. 

We would also recommend a teaching series we did 
called PROXIMITY. This series focused on each one 
of the I AM’s of Jesus from the book of John. Taking 
time to watch each of these messages will bring some 
familiar passages to mind, as well as, bring light to 
the importance of how Jesus comes close to us through 
the I AM’s. This series can be found on our website at: 

pinehills.church

Additionally, through the combination of scripture, 
prayer, and fasting, the Holy Spirit does a dynamic 
work in our life. This often leads to Him revealing 
specific areas we need to deal with. This can be done 
on our own with confession, repentance, and forgive-
ness. However, there are times we need brothers and 
sisters to come alongside to help us deal with deeper 
issues.

If this is you, we invite you to consider being a part 
of our next Freedom Weekend Experience. For more 
information about this event, visit our website at:

pinehills.church

We pray God continues to bless you as you continue 
to remain in His Word. The man or woman who 
daily feasts on the Word will not find themselves 
hungering for the world!  
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