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TITLE: “EVANGELISM:  THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT!” 

TEXT:  ACTS 1:8 

 
The Inauguration of Spiritual Work 

To inaugurate a work is no small matter. Christians should never initiate 

anything presumptuously on the basis of need, profit, or merit. These may not 

indicate God’s will in the slightest. Perhaps He will raise up others to undertake 

this task or He may suspend it till some other time. Men may feel regretful, but 

God knows what is best. Hence need, profit and merit cannot serve as indicators 

for our work.  

The book of Acts is the best aid in approaching our work. We do not find there 

anyone consecrating himself as a preacher nor anyone deciding to do the Lord’s 

work by making himself a missionary or a pastor.   What we do see is the Holy 

Spirit Himself appointing and sending men out to do the work. God never enlists 

men to His service: He simply sends whom He wants. We do not see anyone 

choosing himself: it is God who chooses His worker. There is positively no 

ground for man’s flesh. When God selects, not even a Saul of Tarsus can 

withstand; when God does not select, even a Simon cannot buy it. God is the 

sole master of His work, for He will not permit any human mixture in it. Never 

does man come to work, but it is always God Who sends out to do his work. 

Spiritual service consequently must be inaugurated by the Lord Himself calling 

us. It should not be initiated through the persuasion of preachers, the 

encouragement of friends, or the bent of our natural temperament. None who 

are shod with fleshly shoes can stand on the holy ground of God’s service. Many 

failures and much waste and confusion which have resulted are due to men’s 

coming to work, instead of being sent out to work.  

The chosen worker is not free to move, even after he is chosen. From the fleshly 

viewpoint no labor is as restrained as spiritual labor. We read in the book of 

Acts such phrases as: “the Spirit said to him” (10.19); “being sent out by the 

Holy Spirit” (13.4); “having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit” (16.6). Other than 

obeying orders, one has no authority to decide anything. In those days the 

works of the Apostles were performed by heeding the mind of the Holy Spirit 
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apprehended in their intuition. How simple it is! If spiritual work must be 

contrived and controlled by believers themselves, who then is competent save 

those who are naturally capable, clever, and learned? But, God has discarded all 

which belongs to the flesh. Believers can be used by the Lord to do the most 

effective work, but only if their spirits are holy, alive, and full of power before 

the Lord. God has never delegated to believers authority over the control of His 

work, because He desires them to listen to what He tells them in their spirit.  

Despite a great revival in Samaria, Philip was not responsible for the follow-up 

labor of strengthening. He must leave immediately for the desert in order that a 

“heathen” eunuch might be saved. Ananias had not heard of Saul’s conversion, 

but he could not refuse to go to pray for Saul when sent, though by standards of 

human judgment he was casting his life away by walking directly into the 

persecutor’s hand. Peter could not resist what the Holy Spirit had set forth, even 

though Jewish tradition forbade Jews from visiting anyone of another nation 

and associating with him. Paul and Barnabas were sent by the Holy Spirit; yet He 

retained the authority to forbid them from entering Asia; subsequently, though, 

He did lead Paul to Asia and established the church at Ephesus. All acts are in 

the hands of the Spirit; believers simply obey. Had it been left to human 

thoughts and wishes, many places which ought to be visited would not have 

been, and many others would have been visited which ought not to be. These 

experiences from Acts inescapably tell us that we too must follow the guidance 

of God’s Spirit in our intuition and not follow our thoughts, reasons or wishes. 

They also indicate that He does not guide us by our counsels, desires or 

judgments because these often contradict the guidance of the Holy Spirit in our 

spirits. How then dare we follow our mind, emotion or will if even the Apostles 

did not move on that basis?  

All works which God calls us to accomplish are revealed in the intuition of the 

spirit.∗ We shall deviate from God’s will if we follow the thought of our mind, 

the feeling of our emotion or the desire of our will. Only what is born of the 

Spirit is spirit; nothing else is. In all their labors Christians must wait on God 

until they receive revelation in their intuition; otherwise the flesh will assert 

itself. God will undeniably grant us the spiritual strength for the task He calls us 

to execute. Here, then, is an excellent principle to remember: never extend 

beyond the strength of our spirit. If we undertake more than what we there 
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have, we will draw invariably upon. our natural strength for help. This shall be 

the beginning of vexation. Overstretching in work hinders us from walking 

according to the spirit and disables us from achieving true spiritual 

accomplishment.  

How people today have seized upon reason, thought, idea, feeling, wish and 

desire as the governing factors in work! These emanate from the soul and 

contain not an ounce of spiritual value. These can be good stewards but they 

most assuredly are not good masters. We shall be defeated if we follow them. 

Spiritual service must emerge from the spirit: nowhere else but here shall God 

reveal His will.   

Workers must never permit soulical sensations to transcend spiritual relations 

while helping others. They should minister spiritual help in all purity; any 

soulical feeling can be harmful. This often is a danger and a snare to workers. 

Even our love, affection, concern, burden, interest and zeal must be entirely 

under the spirit’s guidance. Negligence in keeping this law causes untold moral 

and spiritual defeats. If we allow natural attraction and human admiration or 

the lack of these to govern our efforts we will surely fail in our work and our 

lives shall be ruined. To obtain genuine fruitfulness we frequently need to 

disregard fleshly relationships or, in the case of those dearest to us, at least 

relegate them to a subordinate place. Our thoughts and desires must be offered 

completely to the Lord.  

We will undertake whatever we know intuitively through the guidance of the 

Holy Spirit; the flesh has no possibility of participating in God’s service. The 

measure of our spiritual usefulness depends upon how penetratingly the cross 

has cut into our flesh. Do not look at apparent success; rather, look at how 

much is done by God’s crucified ones. Nothing can cover the flesh, not even 

good intention, zeal, or labor and though they be in the name of the Lord Jesus 

and for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. God Himself will work; He brooks no 

interference from the flesh. We should realize that in the matter of serving God 

there is even the possibility of offering “unholy fire,” that which is unspiritual. 

This arouses God’s wrath. Any fire which is not kindled by the Holy Spirit in our 

spirit is but unholy fire and is deemed sinful in God’s sight. Not all deeds done 

for God are His deeds. Doing for Him is not enough; the question is, who is doing 
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the doing? God will not recognize any labor as His if it simply reflects the 

believer’s activity and is carried out in his strength. God’s recognized work must 

be done by God Himself through the spirit of the believer. Whatever comes 

from the flesh shall perish with the flesh; only what comes from God remains 

forever. Doing what is ordered by Him can never fail.  

The Aim of Spiritual Work 

Spiritual work aims to give life to man’s spirit or to build up the life in the spirit. 

Our labor will be nil in worth or effectiveness if it is not directed towards the 

spirit lying in the very depths of man. What a sinner needs is life, not some 

sublime thought. A believer needs whatever can nourish his spiritual life, not 

mere Bible knowledge. If all we communicate are excellent sermonic divisions, 

wonderful parables, transcendent abstractions, clever words, or logical 

arguments, we are but supplying additional thoughts to people’s minds, 

arousing their emotions once again, or activating their will to make one more 

decision. With a moribund spirit do they come and with just as moribund a spirit 

do they depart despite our heavy labors on their behalf. A sinner needs to have 

his spirit resurrected, not to be able to argue better, shed profuse tears, or 

make a firmer resolve. Likewise a believer does not require outward edification, 

since his real lack is inward life more abundant—how he can grow spiritually. 

Should we focus our attention on the outward man and neglect the inward 

man, our work will be utterly vain and superficial. Such work equals no work at 

all, and perhaps it is even worse than no work, for a lot of precious time is 

undeniably wasted!  

Man can be moved to tears, can confess his sins, can consider redemption 

reasonable, can profess his interest in religion, can sign a decision card, can read 

the Bible and pray, can even testify with joy; but still his spirit has not received 

God’s life and therefore remains as dead as before. Why? Because man’s soul is 

capable of performing all these things. To be sure, we do not despise these 

motions; nevertheless we recognize that except the spirit is quickened these 

pious acts are but rootless blades which will be totally withered beneath the 

scorching sun. When a spirit is born anew it may display these same 

manifestations in the outward soul: in the depth of its being, however, it 

receives a new life which enables the person to know God and to know Jesus 
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Christ Whom God has sent. No work possesses any spiritual effectiveness save 

that which quickens the spirit into an intuitive knowledge of God.  

We ought to perceive that it is quite possible to exercise “false faith” and 

experience “false regeneration.” Many confuse understanding with believing. 

The former simply means the mind understands the reason of the truth and 

reckons it believable. The latter, according to the spiritual sense, involves being 

united; that is, by believing that the Lord Jesus died for us we unite ourselves 

with His death. People can understand doctrine without necessarily believing in 

the Lord Jesus. What we stress is that men are not saved by their good deed, 

rather do they obtain eternal life through believing the Son of God. Men must 

believe in God’s Son. Many believe the doctrine of atonement but fail to believe 

in the Savior Who atones. Their regeneration is false should they only fill the 

basin with the blood of the lamb without applying it on the doors of their heart. 

Countless are the professing Christians who lack the intuitive knowledge of God, 

although they live like true regenerated Christians—clean, pious, helpful, 

frequently praying and reading the Bible, even attending services. They can hear 

and converse about God, yet they do not know God, they have no personal 

knowledge of Him. “My own know me. . . and they will heed my voice” (John 

10.14, 16). Those who neither know the Lord nor heed His voice are not His 

sheep.  

Since man’s relationship with God begins at regeneration and is carried on 

completely in the spirit, it is evident that all our work must have its center here. 

To court apparent success by merely whipping up people’s enthusiasm results in 

a work without God. Once having learned the central place of the spirit, our 

efforts should undergo a drastic change. We do not labor without objective, 

simply following what we think is good; we have a distinctive aim, that of 

building up man’s inner depths. In the past we laid stress on the natural; now 

must we emphasize the spiritual. Spiritual service means nothing other than our 

working by our spirit for the quickening of the spirits of others. Nothing else can 

be so termed.  

When in fact we recognize that nothing we have can impart life to man, then we 

shall discover how utterly useless we in ourselves are. When we cease 

depending upon ourselves and using what we have we will see indeed how very 
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weak we are. Not until then will we learn how much power our inner man has. 

Since we usually rely so heavily on the soul by which to live, we naturally do not 

appreciate how weak our spirit actually is. Now that we trust solely in the 

spirit’s power we come to perceive the real dynamic of our spiritual life. If we 

are determined to give life to man’s spirit and not just assist the mind to 

understand, the emotion to be stirred, or the will to decide, we will realize 

instantly that unless the Holy Spirit verily uses us we are absolutely undone. 

“Who were born not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, 

but of God” (John 1.13). How can we beget them if God does not beget them? 

We now know all works must be done by God; we are but empty vessels. 

Nothing in us is able to beget them: nothing in them is capable of self-begetting. 

It is God Who pours out His life through our spirit. Spiritual work is therefore 

God doing His work. Whatever is not done by Him is not accounted as such.  

We should beseech God to reveal the nature and greatness of His work to us. If 

we understand how much His work requires His great power, we shall be 

ashamed of our ideas and abashed by our self-reliance. We shall see that all our 

efforts are but “dead works.” Though at times God in special mercy blesses our 

labors far beyond their due, we should nonetheless refrain from interpreting 

this as a green light to proceed on that course. Whatever is achieved by 

ourselves is worthless as well as dangerous. We ought to recognize that God’s 

work is accomplished neither by charged atmosphere, attractive environment, 

romantic thought, poetic imagination, idealistic view, rational suggestion, 

burning passion, nor excited will. These might well be suitable were spiritual 

work merely a dream and not a reality. But such an endeavor is to regenerate 

the spirit of man and to give resurrection life to him. It can accordingly be 

accomplished only by God Himself in that Power which raised the Lord Jesus 

from death. 

Thus we see that unless we communicate God’s life to men our labor merits no 

praise in heaven. Whatever does not originate in the inward man where God’s 

Spirit dwells is powerless to impart life, no matter how compatible or how 

incompatible that work may be with reason and feeling. False spiritual 

enablement may produce results seemingly alike but it can never grant 

authentic life to man’s dead spirit. It may achieve anything and everything 

except the one real objective of spiritual work.  
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If we truly aim to bring life to others the power we use must obviously be God’s. 

But in case we employ soul power, failure is inevitable because the soul, though 

itself alive (Gen. 2.7 Darby), cannot quicken others; for “it is the spirit that gives 

life” (John 6.63). Note also that “the last Adam (the Lord Jesus) became a life-

giving spirit” (1 Cor. 15.45). As the Lord Jesus “poured out his soul to death” (Is. 

53.12), so everyone who would serve as a channel for His life must likewise 

deliver his natural life to death in order that he may work with spirit life for the 

regeneration of others. However attractive the soul life may be, it possesses no 

reproductive force. It is impossible to draw on natural power as the energizing 

force for performing spiritual labor. Old creation can never be the source for 

new creation, nor can the old serve as the helper to the new. If we labor by the 

revelation of the Holy Spirit and in His strength, our audience shall be convinced 

and have their spirits enlivened by God. Else what we give them simply 

becomes a masterful idea which may stimulate temporarily but leaves no 

lasting result. The same work may be employed in both cases, but what 

originates with spirit power becomes spiritual life while that which draws upon 

self-power turns into natural reasoning. Furthermore, whatever is done in the 

energy of our natural life will whet people’s appetite for more of such feeling 

and reasoning, automatically and unavoidably drawing them to the one who 

supplies such needs. The ignorant regard this as spiritual success since many are 

being gathered; but the discerning can perceive that no life exists in their spirit. 

The effect of such endeavor in the realm of religion is similar to that of opium or 

alcohol on the body. Man needs life, not ideas or excitement.  

The responsibility of Christians is consequently just this: to present their spirits 

to God as vessels and to consign to death everything pertaining to themselves. 

Should they neither block their spirit nor attempt to give to others what they 

have in and of themselves, God can use His children greatly as channels of life 

for the salvation of sinners and the upbuilding of the saints. Without that, then 

whatever the listener receives is but the thought, reason and feeling of the 

worker; he never accepts the Lord as Savior nor is his dead spirit quickened. 

Realizing that our aim is to furnish life to man’s spirit, we ourselves obviously 

must be duly prepared. By genuinely relinquishing our soul life and relying 

entirely on the inner man, we shall see that the words the Lord speaks through 

our mouths continue to be “spirit and life” (John 6.63).  
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The Cessation of Spiritual Work 

Spiritual work invariably flows with the current of the Holy Spirit—never 

reluctantly, never under compulsion, hence without need of fleshly strength. 

This does not imply of course that there is no opposition from the world or 

attack from the enemy. It simply means the work is done in the Lord with the 

consciousness of having His anointing. If God still requires the work, the believer 

will continue to sense himself flowing in the current, no matter how difficult his 

situation may be. The Holy Spirit aims at expressing spiritual life. Labor 

accomplished in Him correspondingly develops life in the spirit. Unfortunately 

many of God’s servants frequently are pressed by environment or other factors 

into working mechanically.  As soon as the individual is aware of it, he ought to 

inquire whether such “mechanical work” is desired by the Spirit or whether God 

would call him away to other service. God’s servants should know that a task 

begun spiritually—that is, in the Spirit—may not necessarily continue that way. 

Many works are initiated by Him, but after He has no more need of them men 

often desire to keep them going. To regard as forever spiritual whatever is 

begun by the Holy Spirit is inevitably to change the spiritual into the fleshly.  

A spiritual Christian can no longer enjoy the anointing of the Spirit in a work 

that has become mechanical. When a task is already given up by God as 

unnecessary and yet is maintained by the Christian because of the outside 

organization (with or without form) which surrounds it, then it must be carried 

on by drawing upon his own resources rather than upon the power of God. 

Should a saint persist in laboring after the spiritual work is terminated, he must 

employ his soul power as well as physical power to continue on with it. In true 

spiritual service one must completely deny his natural talent and gift; only in 

this way can he produce fruit for God. If not, each effort not led by the Holy 

Spirit does collapse if not supported by one’s brain, talent, or gift.  

A worker must observe carefully which part of his labor the Holy Spirit anoints. 

Then he will be able to cooperate with Him and operate within the current of 

His power. The worker’s duty is to discern the current of the Spirit and to follow 

it. A task should be discontinued if it no longer enjoys God’s anointing, is out of 

His current, and creates a sluggish, languid feeling. Another undertaking should 



9 
 

be found which flows with the current. The spiritual man discerns more quickly 

than others. The matter for him to determine is, where is the Holy Spirit’s 

current? Where is it flowing? Any labor that oppresses spiritual life, that fails to 

express the life of the spirit, or that hinders God’s Spirit from overflowing has 

become a definite obstacle, however well it began. That work should be either 

cancelled or corrected so that the believer can obey life in the spirit. The worker 

may have to alter his relationship to the work.  

Many cases can be cited to illustrate how the Lord’s people are entangled in 

“organization,” to the detriment of their life. At first these servants of God 

received tremendous spiritual power and were mightily used by God to save 

and build up man. Later arose the need for some kind of “organization” or 

“method” to preserve the grace that was given. Due to needs, requests, and 

sometimes orders, these servants were required to undertake so-called 

“edifying” work. Thus they were bound by environment and no longer had the 

freedom to follow the Holy Spirit. Gradually their spiritual life ebbed, though 

the outside organized work still continued in prosperity. Such has been the story 

of numberless defeats.  

What tragedy lurks within spiritual work today! Many consider their labor a 

burden. Are there not many who say: “I am so busy with work that I have little 

time to commune with the Lord. I hope I can find the opportunity to suspend 

the work temporarily so that I may repair my spirit for the, next task.” How 

fraught with danger this is! Our work ought to be the fruit of our spirit’s 

fellowship with the Lord. Every task should be undertaken joyfully as the 

overflow of the life of the spirit. If it becomes a weight and separates the life of 

the spirit from the Lord Jesus, then it ought to be terminated. Since the current 

of the Spirit has changed its course, one must seek to discover its re-location 

and follow accordingly.  

Wide is the disparity between the Holy Spirit terminating our work and Satan 

hindering it. Yet people frequently are confused by these two. If God should say 

“Stop” and the believer continue, he will descend from working with his spirit 

into maintaining the work with his brain, talent, and strength. He may attempt 

to resist the enemy; without the anointing of the Holy Spirit, however, he 

cannot succeed. The whole warfare becomes fake. Whenever a child of God 
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encounters resistance in the spirit he should distinguish immediately whether 

this opposition emanates from God or from the enemy. Should it be the latter 

his resistance by the spirit through prayer will release his inner man and thus he 

can advance with God. But if it is not from the enemy, the believer shall find as 

he advances that his own spirit becomes more oppressed, heavily burdened, 

and void of liberty.  

In sum, then, the servants of God today must set aside every work which is not 

appointed by Him, that should long have been forsaken, which monopolizes 

everything, that does not come from the spirit, which oppresses the spirit and 

deflects spiritual work, and that is even good but nonetheless deprives them of 

other and nobler tasks. 


