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Just in time for warmer weather! Check 
out the new disc golf course next to the 
pool. Read more in the President’s Report! 

The inaugural Hillsmere May Day basket competition was fun and fierce last 
year...so we are doing it again! Read more about the event on page 18. 
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Welcome to the April Sea Breeze! 

This month’s letter starts with a recognition of Maureen Sherer’s effort in coordinating a revi-
sion of our Association rules. The new rules are posted in this Sea Breeze for your review and 
comment. In general, the rules have stayed the same. Maureen’s effort focused on improving 
the rules’ wording and resolving differences between rules for the Beach, Pool, Marina, and 
general property that creeped in over the years. We now have a set of common-sense rules 
that are consistent and easier to read. Thank you, Maureen and the many others who provided 
input. 

As you may have already heard, due to COVID-19, we will not have an Easter Egg Hunt this year. 
Board members Jay Harper, Maureen Sherer, and Mike Wurst will continue their subcommittee 
for managing events during this transition time. They are coordinating with the County and 
event volunteers like Nuala O’Leary to organize community activities in the safest manner pos-
sible. 

In a perverse way, distancing rules have encouraged several families to get together to play 
Frisbee golf on the Hillsmere Field. In support of Dan Wittig’s and Ed Maurer’s organizational 
effort, the Board has approved $650 for them to set up a community, four-hole, field disc golf 
course. Details will be provided in the May Sea Breeze. But, do not wait until then. If you have 
interest, please come to the field after work and weekends. The only request is that you write 
your name and phone number on your disc so it can be returned if it goes into the pool com-
pound. 

Our three-year raingarden maintenance contract has been finalized with Welspryng. 
Raingardens are an effective first step toward improving the Bay’s health and our effort has 
been recognized by the County with a fifty percent reduction in our rain tax. 

Efforts to finalize contracts for mowing and pool management are well underway. I anticipate 

both will be finalized and presented to the Board at their April meeting. 

The RFP for refurbishing the Hillsmere House (119 Great Lake Drive) has been temporally with-
drawn. Additional questions were raised from the three bids the House Committee received 
and so it was thought best to back up the process to incorporate more information in a new 
RFP. 

The Board approved $14,300 to repair the beach playground slide and return it to a safe operat-
ing condition. It is hoped the work will be completed for this summer. 

Steve Vanderbosch is researching contractors who can help maintain our gravel areas at the 
Marina, Beach, Pool, and House. Previous efforts were limited to adding a new layer of gravel 
every three to five years. This eventually led to our having some deeply rutted areas that are 
impervious to rainwater. 

The House, beach slide, and gravel projects are examples of normal maintenance required of 

(Continued on page 4) 

Michael J. Waters,  HSIA President 

President’s Message 
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2021 Membership and Stickers – Be sure to get 2021 stickers for your vehicles and trailers if you 
plan to use community facilities this year.  This ensures our wonderful facilities are used only by 
Hillsmere residents, owners, and their guests. Please complete the 2021 HSIA Membership form 
found in this issue, and send it with photocopies of your vehicle and trailer registrations to 
HSIA, P.O. Box 3485, Annapolis, MD 21403.  We will send your stickers in the mail.  If you also 
want voting rights in the Association, be sure to include a $25 dues payment for each individual 
membership with your Membership form and registrations. 

Boat Ramp Keys – 2021 boat ramp keys are now available. To request a 2021 boat ramp 
key, please tear the membership form out of this issue and mail it with your dues and 
boat ramp key payment. Be sure to remember to include photocopies of your vehicle 
and trailer registrations for stickers.  ALL Piers & Harbor locks will change on April 1.  Get 
your key now!  Remember that keys are not available on short notice.  Please allow a 
few weeks processing time.  Thanks for your understanding! 

Have You Joined the Pool Yet?  Spring is right around the corner, and with Spring and warm 
weather comes thoughts of joining our wonderful pool!  Pool forms can be found in this issue 
of the Sea Breeze.  Please remember that all pool members also need to be members of HSIA.  
So when you’re completing the pool form, please remember to complete the HSIA Member-
ship form, also found in this issue.  Both forms can be mailed to the address on the forms and 
both fees can be included in one check. 

Mosquito Spraying – Hillsmere will once again be participating in the Maryland Department of 
Agriculture’s Mosquito Control Program. Regular surveillance and control of adult mosquitoes 
will take place from May 26 to October 5, anytime between 7:00 pm to 2:30 am, Sunday 
through Thursday nights (a night of the week will be assigned to us). Spraying for adult mosqui-
toes will be done only if a Maryland Department of Agriculture Employee determines it neces-
sary. Spraying will not be conducted during rain, in wind speeds exceeding 12 mph, or tempera-
tures above 89 degrees F. Most residents support this program; however, if you prefer to opt-
out of spraying at your property, you can elect not to participate. Residents who wish their 
properties to be excluded from adult mosquito control services must notify the Maryland De-
partment of Agriculture and the community association by submitting a completed exemption 
form. You can find, in this issue of the Sea Breeze, MDA’s Standard Mosquito Control Operating 

(Continued on page 5) 

Important numbers and emails 
AACO Police emergency 911 
AACO Police non-emergency 410-222- 8610 
Hillsmere Security: security@hillsmereshores.org 
HSIA President: president@hillsmereshores.org 
Key School liaison: Ilatimer@keyschool.org 
AACO traffic engineer: pwflor11@aacounty.org 
Community Cat Program: jckilborn@yahoo.com 

Jean Somers, HSIA Administrator 

HSIA Community News and Events 
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our community assets. To gain a holistic understanding of our maintenance obligations, and 
better plan our budgets, the Board is starting the process of contracting for a reserve study for 
all non-piers and harbor assets. We completed a reserve study for piers and harbor last year 
that has proven to be most helpful. 

The County has contracted with Jones of Annapolis to demolish the structures on the Loden 
Pond property it acquired for Quiet Waters Park last year. Pedestrian access from Hillsmere will 
still be available, but if folks start wandering around the construction zone, the County will be 
forced to close the property. Please be safe and stay away. 

Lastly, I ask two things of you. The first is your patience as Jean Somers processes your mem-
bership, car stickers, boat ramps keys, kayak, and boat storage, slip rentals, and pool member-
ships. 

The second, please be reminded of Hillsmere’s fifteen-foot set back. All buildings and parts 
thereof must be at least fifteen feet from the division line of any lot. This is more restrictive 
than County. The Board is aware of inconsistencies in lot lines and the placement of original 
structures, but this does not change the obligation our Covenants place on us. 

I hope everyone has a safe and enjoyable Spring. I look forward to seeing you on the “golf” 
course. 

Warmest Regards, 
Mike Waters 

(Continued from page 2) 
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Procedures, the Objection to Adult Mosquito Control Policy Statement and a Request For Ex-
emption From Adult Mosquito Control Services form. Please note that ULV spray treatment of 
adult tiger mosquitoes is most effective when conducted in conjunction with community clean-
up efforts. The effective way to control mosquitoes is at the community level. We encourage 
homeowners to be proactive in their efforts to control mosquitoes by becoming aware of back-
yard breeding sites. 

Dumpster Days – Our 2021 Dumpster Days are scheduled for Friday and Saturday, October 22 
and 23. More information will be in the October Sea Breeze. 

2021 Beach Reservations – The 2021 Beach calendar is open for reservations. Due to COVID-19 
restrictions, only gatherings of 30 people or less are currently allowed at the pavilion.  Masks 
and social distancing is required.  To reserve the large pavilion, please contact the Administra-
tor at 410-263-4456 or send an email with the date and time requested to ad-
min@hillsmereshores.org.  A refundable $200 security deposit is required.  You will need to 
provide the time and duration of your event.  You can reserve the pavilion for the entire day or 
for as little as two hours.   This allows more residents use of the space for parties.  Please note 
that reservations are not final until you receive a confirmation from the HSIA Administrator.  If 
you are serving alcohol at your party, you will need to obtain an Anne Arundel County One-Day 
Liquor License, provided AA County is issuing licenses during COVID-19.  Signed application 
forms for a liquor license must be obtained from HSIA and submitted to the County as least 
two weeks prior to the event. 

 

(Continued from page 3) 

mailto:admin@hillsmereshores.
mailto:admin@hillsmereshores.
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Motions from February 2021 Zoom Board meeting: 
(complete minutes can be found on the Hillsmere website at www.hillsmereshores.org) 

POOL: Ray Sullivan moved the Board accept a sole source contract with Anchor Aquatic at 
$72,815 if we open and $17,000 if we don’t open. Phil Jones seconded the motion. Vote taken – 
unanimously approved. 

ANNAPOLIS NECK PENINSULA FEDERATION (QWP HARNESS CREEK PADDLING/ROWING FA-
CILITY): Ray Sullivan moved that HSIA, as a direct neighbor to Quiet Waters Park, send a letter 
to the County Executive expressing our concern that the process did not provide adequate no-
tice to surrounding communities to allow us to adequately assess views of the community. Phil 
Jones seconded the motion. Vote taken – 5 in favor (Phil Jones, Ray Sullivan, Mike Wurst, Steve 
Vanderbosch, Jay Harper); 3 opposed (Maureen Sherer, Chris Grim, Dave Miles); 3 abstained 
(Gene Gross, Claire Corcoran, Mike Waters); motion did not pass. 

ENVIRONMENTAL: Gene Gross moved the Board enter into a three-year contract with 
Welspryng Landscape and Stormwater LLC for maintenance of HSIA’s raingardens in the 
amount of $41,811. Claire Corcoran seconded the motion. Vote taken – unanimously approved. 

Note: 2021 Board meetings are scheduled to be held via ZOOM.  
To request an invitation to meetings, email admin@hillsmereshores.org 

http://www.hillsmereshores.org
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Beach Report 
Maureen Sherer, Beach Committee Chair 

Trash 
Overflowing trash cans have been a frequent problem these past couple of months. The nature 
of the trash is generally large pizza boxes and large bags of refuse sandwich boxes from fast 
food restaurants. However, last Saturday, the trash can on the west end near the parking lot 
was stuffed and overflowing with dog poop bags. There were several filled poop bags which 
had fallen onto the ground near the trash can, which is quite near the children’s play area. This 
is very upsetting. The person who collects the trash says dog poop is frequently in the trash. As 
you know, dogs are not allowed at the Beach, and there is a dog poop collection receptacle on 
East Bay View Drive near the east gate of the Beach. 

Also, a trash lid recently “went missing” from the small pavilion area. Probably someone took 
the lid off to stuff a large bag, didn’t get the lid back on properly, and it blew away. We have 
been encouraging “carry-in, carry-out” trash. It helps to prevent attracting rodents and nui-
sance animals. It also helps to eliminate overflowing trash blowing into the river, polluting the 
water quality and endangering wildlife. The trash cans are meant as a convenience for walkers 
and biking children who might just have a paper coffee cup, a juice box, or a candy wrapper. Al-
so, sometimes trash washes up on the beach, and it’s good to have a place to dispose of it. If 
you drive a car to the Beach, please take your trash away with you. As you know, the Marina has 
a strictly “carry-in, carry-out” policy for trash. The Beach may have to adopt a similar policy if 
trash continues to be a problem. 

Playground & Equipment 
The playground equipment company has recently offered its proposal to replace the cracked 
slide parts. Everything moves slower with our pandemic-challenged world. Hopefully the pro-

cess will proceed smoothly from now 
on, and the children will be enjoying 
the fixed slides soon. 

The water at the rinse station will be 
turned on in early May, after the risk 
of a late freeze. 

Swim area steps 
We are investigating beach nourish-
ment options to address the drop off 
from the last step. In the meantime, 
the plastic fence at the top of the 
steps will remain as a reminder that 
the drop off from the last step is a bit 
more than expected. 

April is a beautiful month to enjoy 
the world turning green at the 
Beach.  Happy Earth Day, April 22!  
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HSIA General Rules and Definitions 
Approved by HSIA Board, March 25, 2021 

 

1. Definitions 
1.1. “Resident” means a person whose permanent legal home is in Hillsmere, as evidenced by Hillsmere 
Shores property ownership, or leasehold interest or rental agreement in Hillsmere Shores property of no 
less than 6 months duration. Government-issued ID cards and utility bills showing a Hillsmere Shores ad-
dress may serve to demonstrate intent of establishing a permanent legal home. “Resident” does not in-
clude lodgers, boarders, or temporary renters of Hillsmere Shores property. 

1.2. “HSIA Community Property” and facilities includes the Community Beach, Marina and Sand Spit, Boat 
Ramps, Boat Park, Kayak Ramp, Hillsmere House, and Pool. 

1.3. “Community Beach” or “Beach” includes its shoreline, bathing area, pavilions, playgrounds, lawns, and 
parking lot. 

1.4 “HSIA Board” means the Hillsmere Shores Improvement Association Board of Directors. 

2. Rules  

Public Safety and Roads 
2.1. No firearms are to be discharged in Hillsmere Shores.   

2.2. The speed limit on all roads in Hillsmere Shores is 25 miles per hour, unless otherwise posted. The 
speed limit on Hillsmere Drive is posted at 30 miles per hour.  

2.3. No overnight parking on Hillsmere Drive.  

2.4. No commercial vehicles shall park overnight on Hillsmere Shores roads. Parking of commercial vehicles 
is permitted on private property.  

2.5. It is unlawful to remove stakes marking road curbs or storm water drains for snow removal purposes.  

2.6. No snow shall be shoveled onto roads, causing a traffic hazard.  

2.7. All bicycles must have proper lights after sundown on roads in Hillsmere Shores.  

Residential Lots 
2.8. Weeds on any lot in Hillsmere Shores must be cut at least once during the growing season, preferably 
before going to seed.  

2.9. No animals shall be kept on any lot or in any building situated on any lot in numbers which the HSIA 
Board considers obnoxious to the health, peace and quiet of residents. No ponies, goats, sheep, cows or 
other farm animals shall be kept or housed on any lot in Hillsmere Shores, except as authorized and li-
censed under the Anne Arundel County Code.  

2.10. Political signs supporting or opposing candidates for public office or ballot questions may be placed on 
privately owned lots by the property owner or resident for up to 30 days before or 7 days after a public 
election. The signs must be no greater than 2 by 3 feet or equivalent area. Political signs may not be placed 
on HSIA Community Property.  

Trash 
2.11. Trash cans must be kept tightly covered with lids at all times.  

2.12. Trash cans must be removed from the roadside within 24 hours after collection.  

2.13. Builders/contractors must provide trash cans for trash generated by workers at the site.  

(Continued on page 11) 
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Community Property 
2.14. The use of HSIA Community Property and facilities is restricted to Hillsmere Shores property owners/
residents and their accompanied guests only, unless specifically authorized by the HSIA Board. Guests must 
be accompanied by host owner/resident at all times.  

2.15. No signs can be erected on HSIA Community Property without the approval of the HSIA Board, and 
can only be erected on places designated by the HSIA Board.  

2.16. No motorized vehicles on the grass or walkways on HSIA Community Property unless specifically au-
thorized by the HSIA Board.  

2.17. No swimming or bathing from HSIA Community Property shorelines after sunset.  

2.18. No littering of HSIA Community Property. All trash and debris must be disposed of properly.  

Community Beach 
2.19. No fires allowed at the Beach without prior approval of the HSIA Board. Grilling is permitted in grills 
only.   

2.20. No dogs allowed at the Beach or in the bathing area.  

2.21. No glass containers allowed at the Beach.  

2.22. No large party tents at the Beach.  

2.23. The Beach closes at sunset and can be closed anytime by any officer of HSIA or any person designated 
by the HSIA president. Use of the Beach outside of designated hours must have prior approval of the HSIA 
Board.  

2.24. Residents/Owners are permitted to bring up to eight (8) guests, and must accompany guest(s) at all 
times. It is the responsibility of residents/owners to ensure guests know and abide by all Beach rules. The 
HSIA Administrator is authorized to grant additional guest privileges.  

2.25. Approval must be obtained from the HSIA Board for any organized group activity at the Beach.  

2.26. Parents are responsible for their children’s behavior.  

2.27. No amplified music allowed. Residents and guest must respect the rights of other people using the 
Beach and not engage in behavior that is offensive, including excessive noise, abusive or threatening behav-
ior, and obscene language, gestures, or actions. Disorderly or illegal conduct is prohibited.  

2.28. Motorized watercraft may not be launched, retrieved, or beached at the Beach.  

2.29. No kayaks, canoes, or other non-motorized watercraft may be launched or retrieved at the Beach 
from November 1 to April 1 in order to protect the migratory tundra swan.  

2.30. No interfering with the nettle nets or cables. Do not hang on or stand on nettle nets or cables. Only 
persons authorized by HSIA Board may lower or raise nettle nets.  

2.31. Alcoholic beverages and their consumption are not allowed at the Beach, except with the prior ap-
proval of the HSIA Board or its representative, and an Anne Arundel County one-day liquor license must be 
obtained.  

2.32. Vehicles at the Beach must display current HSIA stickers, unless attending an approved event. 

2.33 No trailers at the Beach parking lot. 

(Continued from page 10) 
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Community Cat Project Update 
Carolyn Kilborn, Anne Arundel Community Cat Coalition 

I am still searching for two roaming cats that 
have been reported in the area of Beach and 
Magnolia.  These cats are probably not feral, 
have likely been abandoned and are proba-
bly not neutered.  They don't show fear of 
humans, are peeking in windows in search 
of food and are spraying - a sure sign they're 
not neutered.  They are reported to be solid 
black and gray/white (see photo). If you've 
seen these cats and have information about them please contact me.   And, if you can, please 
start feeding them so they'll stay in one place for me to be able to trap them.  It's possible 
these cats have been abandoned and are homeless, hungry, and need to be neutered.  We 
don't want kittens this spring! Carolyn at jckilborn@yahoo.com 



13 

 

Dave Miles, HSIA VP & Permit Committee Chair 
HSIA Building Permits 

Are you aware that an HSIA Building Permit is required every time an Anne Arundel County 
Building Permit is issued for any work done at your property?  The responsibility of obtaining an 
HSIA Building Permit falls on the owner, not the contractor. 

Why does HSIA require and issue building permits? Per HSIA Covenants & Deed Restrictions, 
HSIA’s sideline setbacks (15’) are different from the County (7’). We encourage anyone having 
work done at their property to reach out to the HSIA Building Permit Chair, Dave Miles, before 
designing your structure or applying to the County. Failure to obtain a HSIA Building Permit prior 
to the start of construction will result in a stop work order and, at a minimum, an increase in the 
cost of the permit.  

The fee for an HSIA Building Permit is $25. The fee increases to $50 if work has already begun 
and you failed to apply for an HSIA Building Permit.  The following items are required to obtain 
a HSIA Building Permit: 

1. A copy of the Anne Arundel County Building Permit.* 
2. A TO SCALE copy of the site plan.* 
3. A copy of the plans and elevations, TO SCALE, of the structure. * 
4. Cash or check in the amount of $25., made payable to HSIA 
5. Mail all required items & payment to HSIA, PO BOX 3485, Annapolis MD 21403 
6. Provide current mailing address, as your HSIA Building Permit will be mailed via 

USPS 
 

*AN EMAILED PDF OF THE COUNTY PERMIT AND THE TO-SCALE SITE and/or STRUCTURE PLAN IS PREFERRED AND 
MAY EXPEDITE THE PROCESS OF OBTAINING A HSIA BUILDING PERMIT. 

HSIA Covenants & Deed Restrictions, recorded among the Land Record of Anne Arundel Coun-
ty, Maryland in Liber 900, Folio 334, are binding as a matter of law and are for the benefit of all 
other lot owners in Hillsmere. 

Anne Arundel County Code, 2005, Article 18, Zoning, Title 2, General Provisions, Subtitle 3, Set-
backs 

For permit approval, please allow 10 working days to receive your permit in order to allow time 
to make sure all of your documents are legible (do not take photos of documents and email 

(Continued on page 14) 

https://hillsmereshores.org/hsia-covenants-rules/
https://hillsmereshores.org/hsia-covenants-rules/
http://www.aacounty.org/our-county/county-code/forms-and-publications/Article18.pdf
http://www.aacounty.org/our-county/county-code/forms-and-publications/Article18.pdf
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them), review it, verify your request meets HSIA Covenants and setbacks, and contact you for 
any questions on the submission. Please provide your current mailing address if it is different 
than the address on the AA County Building Permit. Your permit will also be mailed, via USPS, 
which takes several days. 

If you have any questions on the setbacks, please see paragraph 2 on the previous page, or, feel 
free to ask before you go to the trouble of getting a County permit and find you cannot get an 
HSIA permit. When in doubt, or, if you have any questions, please contact Dave Miles, HSIA 
Building Permit Chairman via email, davemmiles@aol.com , or voice mail, 410-263-4456.  

At the time of publication, the following HSIA Building Permits have been approved and is-
sued in 2021: 

(Continued from page 13) 

Property Owner Property Location Type of Work Permit # 

T. Hurlburt 403 Walnut Drive Shed 20001 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1j7FTbznQhaTBtgztCSGmmd4bUBVNF8dAHVCMcO2QpPo/edit?usp=sharing
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Pool Committee Report 
Danielle Franz, Pool Committee Chair 

Spring has sprung and soon the Pool Committee will be gearing up with final preparations for 
this season.  We are working with Anchor Aquatics to determine what COVID measures we will 
have to adhere to this season.  Many are wondering if guests will be allowed this year - we be-
lieve so.  We hope to know more in the coming weeks.  Stay tuned!   

Please get your pool forms in as soon as possible for processing.  Savings for early-bird pricing 
runs through May 1st!  Pool will open on Saturday, May 29th! 

If you haven't been reimbursed for your 2020 discount, you can deduct the discount from your 
2021 membership fee.  the discount is $75 for family, $30 for adult, and $15 for youth.  There is a 
block on the 2021 Pool form where you can include your discount. 

If you have specific questions or would like to join the Pool Committee, please 
email pool@hillsmereshores.org for more details.  You can also follow us on Facebook or look 
for updates on the Pool webpage.    

mailto:pool@hillsmereshores.org
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May Day Basket Tour & Competition 
Please note that the Easter Egg Hunt will not take place this year due to 
the Covid restrictions on the number of participants allowed at an outdoor 
event.  However, Hillsmere will host another May Day Basket competi-
tion!  It was such a hit last year, we are doing it again. 

May Day baskets can be whatever you imagine them to be.  Get creative! 
Go crazy! Make it fun! Make it beautiful!  Show us who you are and what you represent! The 
Hillsmere Garden Club has graciously agreed to judge the baskets again this year!  Fun prizes 
will be awarded! 

Please have your baskets out for display on your door, porch, or front step by 9am on May 1, 
2021.   

If you would like TO ENTER (you must enter to be eligible for judging and prizes), or if you have 
questions, please email Nuala O'Leary at HillsmereMayDay@gmail.com . Please be sure to in-
clude your name, address and phone number. Email entries must be received no later than mid-
night on April 28.  All entrants’ addresses will be uploaded onto a map, which will be emailed 
out to all contestants, judges, and shared on the Hillsmere Residents FaceBook page (not HSIA 
related) community.    

Virtual Annapolis Book Festival Hosted by Key School 
April 23 from 7:00-9:00 p.m. & April 24 and 25 from 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
The 18th annual event is going fully virtual this year and expanding to three days with live 
streaming of more than 30 panels featuring world-renowned authors including Kate DiCamillo, 
Ann Patchett, Wes Moore, Heather McGhee, Haben Girma, Sharyl Attkisson, and Charles Finch.  

Check out www.keyschool.org/annapolisbookfestival for the panel schedule and registration. 
Another festival favorite, raffle baskets will also be available online. Take a chance to win one 
valued up to $1,700.  New this year, the Festival will partner with Anne Arundel County Public 
Libraries to provide fun and educational virtual programs for children that include School Readi-
ness Skills, Tree Songs Puppet Show, and a Take and Make Activity. Keep an eye on our 
webpage and follow Annapolis Book Festival on Facebook and Instagram and @annapolisbook 
on Twitter for updates! 

Community Events 
Nuala O’Leary, Entertainment Committee Chair 

mailto:HillsmereMayDay@gmail.com
http://www.keyschool.org/annapolisbookfestival
https://www.facebook.com/AnnapolisBook/
http://annapolisbook/
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Garden Club 
Leigh Gruber, Administrative Assistant 

The March meeting featured a talk by Chris Edwards, a local, award winning photographer. 
She presented five tips for shooting pictures of flowers. One of them was to shoot when the 
sun is low in the sky and a second was to be creative and try shooting from above, beneath, 
from the side. 

On April 21 members and guests will meet outside at 12:30 in the Red Maple pavilion to enjoy 
the warmth of the day and social relationships. There will be time to socialize and sign up for 
some of upcoming activities. The plan is for Ranger Liz to guide us on a short walk to see the 
new property at Quiet Waters. Members and guests are asked to bring their own beverage 
and snack if desired. 

A joint HSIA/Garden Club May Day basket contest will soon have the neighborhood 
“blooming” with baskets. To be considered for the contest, residents must register. Please 
see registration information under Community Events.  

The following is an excerpt from “Garden Reflections,” a new column in the club’s monthly 
newsletter, “the Buzz”. Request to be put on the mailing list to get more information on 
these topics. 

Garden Reflections: Beware of Toxic Nandina  
Did you realize that the bright red clump of berries on Nandina shrubs you see in many yards 

(Continued on page 20) 
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are extremely toxic to birds? If you keep your Nandina, for the sake of our hun-
gry birds, please trim off and dispose of all berries in the trash. If your dog likes 
to eat berries (some dogs do), Nandina will poison him too. 

Those with an interest in gardening related subjects are invited to the club, which meets Septem-
ber through May on the third Wednesday of each month. Visitors are always welcome. For those 
wishing to join (Hillsmere residency is not required), annual dues for September through May are 
$20. To receive the monthly “Buzz” newsletter or for more information about joining, send an 
email to the administrative assistant (asg.bulk@comcast.net). 

(Continued from page 19) 
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Watershed Steward News 
~ Phyllis Saroff, Watershed Steward Candidate 

Most Hillsmere residents will tell you their favorite places in the neighborhood are near the wa-
ter. We visit these spots to reflect quietly or gather with friends and neighbors. You might no-
tice new trees planted in these areas thanks to the efforts of some of Hillsmere’s Watershed 
Stewards and partners such as the Hillsmere Shores community, the Watershed Steward Acad-
emy, the Arundel Rivers Federation, and the County Watershed Protection and Restoration Pro-
gram. These partners worked with a grant from the Anne Arundel County Forest Conservancy 
District Board and the Chesapeake Bay Trust. Such projects are helping to raise public aware-
ness about the health of our region’s tree canopy, watersheds, air quality, streams, and rivers, 
as well as the steps that can be taken to restore and protect them. 

This past fall, six community Master Watershed Stewards, 25 volunteers (9 family units), plant-
ed a total of 219 trees and shrubs at five community sites. The properties are: Hillsmere Com-
munity House, Community Kayak Dock, Community Boat Park, Community Pool, and the Com-
munity Beach. All the planting locations belong to the Hillsmere Shores Improvement Associa-
tion and are open to all residents of the Hillsmere community. These sites were selected by the 
community because they all have existing conservation plantings on site. All of these sites are 
in highly visible areas on community property. Special thanks needs to go to Hillsmere resident 
Liam O’Meara of Environmental Quality Resources for preparing the planting sites at no cost. 

As spring arrives, visit the storm water retention areas near the pool, the beach or the kayak 
rack. Listen for the frogs that have moved in. Watch for birds and pollinators. Think of how the 
deep root systems of native plants are capturing carbon to combat climate change. Understand 
that the water we all cherish is being cleaned before it enters Duvall Creek, Lake Hillsmere, the 
South River and ultimately the Chesapeake Bay.   

To learn more about the Watershed Stewards Academy, and how to become a steward, visit 
www.aawsa.org  

http://www.aawsa.org
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Piers & Harbors News 
~ Steve Vanderbosch, HSIA Board Member and P&H Chair 

 

SPRING HAS ARRIVED! 
The 2020-2021 Winter weather has been relatively kind, with no deep freezes, blizzards or 
flooding. Now it’s time to clean up and launch our boats, canoes and kayaks, so we can soon be 
enjoying our Marina facilities and beautiful Duvall Creek, the South River, and the Chesapeake 
Bay. 

REMINDERS: 

• Payments for Slips were due March 1. As of March 25, about 20 slip holders had not paid 
their slip fees for 2021. Those who pay late face a $50 late fee; those who have not paid by 
April 1 may forfeit their slips. If you need an installment payment plan, please contact the 
P&H Chair at marina@hillsmereshores.org. 

• Payments for Boat Park spaces were due April 1 – if you have not already done so, get your 
payment and documents in, or you will forfeit your Boat Park space. 

• Locks to the Boat Ramps and Boat Park were changed on April 1! You now need a 2021 key 
for the Boat Ramps and the Boat Park. Keys for the Marina Carts and Pump out remain un-
changed. 

Bill Barker and the P&H Slips Committee has been assigning new slips to those on the Slip Up-
grade List, and offering slips to those on the Slips Waiting List. We hope that everyone on the 
Slips Waiting List will be offered a slip in 2021. 

MARINA OPERATIONS 
Water System. The Marina Water and Pump Out Systems were scheduled to be re-activated on 
March 26th, and should be back in operation, with any unexpected leaks fixed. A few faucets 
still need to be replaced. The Porta-Potty was delivered on March 19th. 

Ice Eaters. Once again, fortunately, there was hardly any need for the use of ice eaters this past 
winter. As we did last year, we have hired a contractor to remove all 24 units, power-wash 
them, and return them all to storage. Removal is scheduled for April 7th. Meanwhile, if there is 
an ice eater in your slip, please leave it in the water and just move it close to the bulkhead, pier 
or finger pier so you can tie up your boat. They should not interfere with moorings. 

(Continued on page 23) 
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MAJOR MAINTENANCE AND CAPITAL PROJECTS 
There is still no progress to report on the ongoing major maintenance and capital projects, in-
cluding installing Duvall Creek Entrance Channel Markers, and upgrading the Marina Security 
Camera System, but we expect that some progress can be made over the next month or two as 
the weather improves so that these projects can be completed in 2021. We have had two con-
tractors on-site (and are seeking others) to provide estimates for remediation of the gravel 
travel lane at the Marina and/or installation of pavers. 

LIVING SHORELINE AT THE MARINA 
We will be continuing to discuss and explore the feasibility, costs and potential for grant fund-
ing for the creation of a living shoreline along the Sand Spit at the Marina. This would involve 
the design and construction of several segmented, low-level, stone breakwaters about 20-40 
feet off the Sand Spit bulkhead/riprap facing the South River. The area between the bulkhead 
and the breakwaters would be in-filled with sand and planted with native grasses, creating a 
tidal marsh/habitat area. This popular and effective method of shoreline conservation could be 
the best long term solution for diminishing wave energy and preserving the Sand Spit bulkhead 
and riprap. 

Your feedback on this potential project is welcomed! Please send any comments to: mari-
na@hillsmereshores.org. 

WAITING LISTS 
• Slips — There are about 20 people on the active Slips Wait List interested in a slip this sea-

son, and we hope to offer all of them a slip at some point. 

• Boat Park — There are about 20 people on the Boat Park Wait List, many of whom did not 
reply to offers of a space in 2020. As we determine who has renewed their Boat Park assign-
ments, we will also try to determine those on the Wait List who are still interested in a 
space in the Boat Park. Payments for Boat Park space renewals were due by APRIL 1. If you 
have not renewed your Boat Park space it will be forfeited so people on the Boat Park Wait 
List can be accommodated. 

• Kayak Racks — the Kayak Rack Wait List has about 15 people seeking storage spots at the 
various Racks. Payments for Kayak Rack renewals were due by APRIL 1. If you are only using 
the Kayak Rack to store your canoes or kayaks, and do not reasonably expect to actively use 
them this year, please consider giving up your rack space so some of our 15 neighbors on 
the Kayak Wait List can have an opportunity. 

P&H COMMITTEE MEETING TIME AND PLACE 
There will be no in-person P&H Meetings during the pandemic until further notice. Please direct 
questions/issues/concerns/comments to marina@hillsmereshores.org. 

 
 

(Continued from page 22) 
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the SEA BREEZE 

Published by: the Hillsmere Shores Improvement Association (HSIA)  
P.O. Box 3485, Annapolis, MD 21403 

www.hillsmereshores.org 
Editor: Kelly Ann Pavkov  [seabreeze@hillsmereshores.org] 
Administrator:  Jean Somers  [admin@hillsmereshores.org]  

Treasurer’s Assistant:  Jim Schwallenberg 
HSIA Service and Information:  410-263-4456 (24-hour voicemail) 

 

2021 BOARD MEETINGS  

Jan 28 April 29 July 29 Oct 28 
Feb 25 May 27 Aug 26 Nov 18 
Mar 25 June 24 Sep 30 Dec 16 

Note: 2021 Board meetings are scheduled to be held via ZOOM.  
To request an invitation to meetings, email admin@hillsmereshores.org  

BOARD of DIRECTORS 2020-2021 

Claire Corcoran 410-263-4456 
Chris Grim 410-263-4456 

Jay Harper 443-263-4456 

Phil Jones 410-263-4456 

Maureen Sherer 410-263-4456 
Ray Sullivan 410-263-4456 

Steve Vanderbosch  

HSIA OFFICERS 2021-2022 
President Mike Waters 410-263-4456 
Vice President Dave Miles 410-263-4456 
Secretary Mike Wurst 410-263-4456 
Treasurer Gene Gross 410-263-4456 

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS 
Beach Maureen Sherer 410-263-4456  
Building Permits Dave Miles 410-263-4456  
Budget Gene Gross 410-263-4456 
Bylaws Mike Wurst 410-263-4456 
Communication K. Pavkov & M. Wurst 410-263-4456  
Community House Tom Schwallenberg 410-263-4456  
Entertainment Nuala O’Leary 410-263-4456  
Environmental Kevin Green 410-263-4456 
Historian Julie Crudele 410-263-4456  
Membership Jean Somers 410-263-4456  
Nominations Mike Wurst 410-263-4456  
Piers & Harbors Steve Vanderbosch 410-263-4456  
Pool Danielle Franz 410-263-4456  
Security  Claire Corcoran 410-263-4456  
Shoreline Protection Kevin Green 410-263-4456 
Traffic Matt Franz 410-263-4456 
Web Master Kelly Ann Pavkov 410-263-4456  
Welcoming Kathy McFadden 410-330-8432 
Zoning & Covenants Claire Corcoran 410-263-4456 
Key School Liaison Irfan Latimer 443-321-7811 
ANPF Representative Ray Sullivan 410-263-4456  

COMMUNITY FACILITIES and LOCAL CONTACT INFORMATION 
Beach Picnic Area Reservations 410-263-4456  
Boat Ramp Keys & Boat Slip Assignments 410-263-4456 
Guest Parking Passes 410-263-4456 
Hillsmere Car & Boat Trailer Stickers 410-263-4456 
Hillsmere Garden Club   410-268-7175  
Hillsmere Swim Team 443-336-8432 
County Community Services Specialist 410-222-1242 
Animal Control 410-222-8900 
Recycling Information & Bulk Trash Pick Up 410-222-6100 
Community Cat Program - Carolyn Kilborn, jckilborn@yahoo.com 

Babysitter/Mother’s Helper 

Ady Age  16 410-980-5210 

Bella Age 15 443-534-7918   

Caitlyn Age 18 443-875-9043  

Ella Age 14 443-223-0572  

Ella Age 13 410-533-8442 

Emily Age 14 410-570-9127 

Grace Age 17 410-353-4983 

Katie Age 16 410-268-2686 

Keira Age 19 410-507-9143 

Lauren Age 16 443-750-1228 

Maggie Age 14 443-900-5511  

Maia Age 16 443-221-9610  

Mia Age 16 410-507-3628  

Sara Age 16 443-569-1722 

Sarah Age 18 443-699-2165  

Shanley Age 13 443-569-9764  

Taylor Age 15 410-991-7498  

Tessa Age 13 443-905-6017 

Linda Adult 443-822-7956 

Pet Sitter/Dog Walker 

Linda Adult 443-822-7956 

Shondra Adult 240-578-9221 

Earl Adult 410-570-1894 

Mary Ellen Adult 410-212-5744 

Hannah Adult 410-980-6189  

Cheryl Adult 410-353-2066 

Elaine Adult 443-822-6035 

Maggie Age 14 443-900-5511  

Elias Age 13 443-462-7270  

Shanley Age 13 443-569-9764  

Emily Age 14 410-570-9127 

Sean Age 14 443-569-9811  

Mia Age 16 410-507-3628  

Lauren Age 16 443-750-1228 

Kate Age 17 443-995-7133 

Katie Age 16 410-268-2686 

Eliza Age 16 443-822-4995 

Keira Age 19 410-507-9143 

https://hillsmereshores.org/
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 2 
 
 
 

 
Good Friday 

3 

 

 

Passover Ends 

4 
 
 
 
 
Easter 

5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 
 
 
 
 
Tax Day 

16 17 

18 19 20 21 
 
Garden Club 
(see page 19) 

22 
 
 
 
 
Earth Day 

23 24 

25 26 27 28 
 
May Day Basket 
Registration Ends 
(see page 18) 

29 30 
 
 
 
 

Arbor Day 
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