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Shoreline conservation in action at the Marina! Details on page 18. 
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 ~ Michael J. Waters,  HSIA President 

President’s Message 

Welcome to the July/August Sea Breeze! 

COVID-19 in Hillsmere is entering a new phase.  Please continue social distancing, hand wash-
ing, and mask wearing .  These simple actions are remarkably helpful in slowing the rate of in-
fection. 

As many of you know, the Scripps Research Institute recently found the virus has a mutated S 
“spike” protein that makes it about 10 times more infectious.  The mutation does not appear to 
make the virus more deadly, but it is certainly more contagious.  This is compounded by the 
fact that our zip code has the second highest infection rate in Anne Arundel County with 187 
cases per 10,000, compared with Laurel’s 196 cases per 10,000.  Daily reports are available on 
the County’s Department of Health website (https://aahealth.org/covid19data/ ). 

These changes, combined with the County lifting some restrictions, cause the Board to be con-
cerned about private events at the Beach Pavilion.  The County now allows meetings greater 
than ten, but recommends they be smaller.  Hillsmere Shores Improvement Association follows 
the County guidelines, so groups larger than ten will be allowed, but we REALLY hope you will 
have as few people as possible.  The larger the event the exponentially  greater likelihood you 
are infecting others.  I want to make clear that using the pavilion increases the risk of exposure 
to the virus and that the Association does not sanitize this public area. 

People congregating on the Marina docks is another concern.  Being outside, standing next to 
the water, is a wonderful part of living in Hillsmere.  Just don’t do it, as a group, on the docks.  
Please spread out along the sand spit.  There is plenty of room and some nice benches. 

Large numbers of non-residents are also drawn to our waterfront.  Security Guards, Mac and 
Dalonte, from Stay Alert, along with volunteers Claire Corcoran and Sandy Anderson, are moni-
toring the beach and marina by asking people if they have a Hillsmere sticker.  If you do not 
have a sticker, you can get one on the spot by showing your registration and driver’s license.  
The stickers are free for all Hillsmere residents. 

Also, a reminder that Mike Wurst, Association Secretary, has organized a community help email 
address communityhelp@hillsmereshores.org.  The effects of COVID-19 are much more than 
the disease.  Some wonderful neighbors have stepped up to help and are actively monitoring 
emails.  If you would like someone to check on you, or if you hear anything, or see something, 
please let Mike and his team know. 

Another effect of COVID-19 is that we have not started our capital projects of refurbishing our 
community house at 119 Great Lake Drive and resurfacing the pool.  The money for these pro-
jects is being held in reserve and will be carried over to next fiscal year.  You will see the extra 
cash in the Special Tax balance sheet. 

One project that is moving ahead is adding more riprap to the Marina sand spit and Beach.  The 
combination of wave action, settling, and rising water have all contributed to this necessary 
repair.  The total cost will be approximately $16k. 

(Continued on page 3) 

https://aahealth.org/covid19data/
https://aahealth.org/covid19data/
mailto:communityhelp@hillsmereshores.org
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CONGRATULATIONS, GRADUATES! 

Lexy Lichtenberg graduated from Annapolis High and will attend  

University of Maryland in the fall 

Another $84k has been budgeted for additional waterfront maintenance.  During last year’s 
budget meetings, there was hope this money would supplement a State grant for erosion con-
trol and environmental protection.  Given the State’s focus on the virus, it is uncertain when 
this might happen or the details of an alternate project we may take up on our own.  Options 
are being explored by the Shoreline Conservation and Protection Committee. 

The 14-year old Marina pump-out station gave out due to extensive corrosion.  There was no 
leakage.  A replacement unit is being installed for $6,430 and will be paid from the Marina budg-
et. 

Do not swim at the Beach and Marina.  There have been consistently unsafe Bacteria 
(enterococci) readings this Summer with geese droppings noted at the Beach.  Also, please do 
not feed the geese!  Recreational water quality is measured and published weekly, from Memo-
rial Day through Labor Day, on the AACo Dept. of Health website (https://aahealth.org/recreational-

water-quality-report/ ). 

The Pool is operating with special COVID-19 processes in place.  We are all wonderfully indebted 
to Danielle Franz.  It is impossible to overstate how hard she has worked to make this happen.  
Please join me in thanking her. 

Lastly, a special thanks to Jeri Singleton who is stepping down from the Board and her position 
as Beach Chair.  Jeri probably has attended more Board meetings than any of us.  She has been 
a wonderful advisor who dedicated herself to many projects over the years.  Her efforts have 
significantly improved this wonderful neighborhood we call home.  Thank you, Jeri. 

This is a surprisingly long letter and I appreciate those of you who have read this far.  More in-
formation is available during our monthly Board meetings held the last Thursday of the month.  
Meetings are held via Zoom.  Please email admin@hillsmereshores.org for the link. 

I wish everyone the best.  Your Hillsmere Shores Improvement Association volunteers will keep 
you updated via email broadcasts and the monthly Sea Breeze.  Please continue to exercise 
kindness and respect as we go through this difficult time. 

Warmest Regards, 
Michael J. Waters, HSIA President 

(Continued from page 2) 

https://aahealth.org/recreational-water-quality-report/
https://aahealth.org/recreational-water-quality-report/
https://aahealth.org/recreational-water-quality-report/
mailto:admin@hillsmereshores.org
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 ~ Jean Somers, HSIA Administrator 

HSIA Community News and Events 

Thank you to our Beach Chair – Jeri Singleton, our Beach Chair and current HSIA Board Mem-
ber, is stepping down for personal reasons.  Thank you, Jeri, for your guidance and your love of 
our beach!  If anyone is interested in becoming our Beach Chair, please contact the HSIA Ad-
ministrator. 

Recreational Events Canceled Through August– Sadly, we are canceling our Community Picnic 
and August Happy Hour.  Please remember to observe  social distancing and limit crowds.   

Run for the Lighthouse – The annual Annapolis Run for the Lighthouse was scheduled for Sun-
day, September 13.  This Run, which supports the Lighthouse Shelter, normally starts at Quiet 
Waters Park and has a half-marathon run through the streets of Hillsmere.  Due to COVID, this 
year’s Run will be a virtual event.  If anyone would like more information on the Virtual Race, 
please visit AnnapolisRunfortheLightHouse.org. 

Dumpster Days – Mark your calendar for our annual Dumpster Days scheduled for Friday and 
Saturday, October 23 and 24.  More information will be in the October Sea Breeze. 

2020 Beach Reservations – We are continuing to take reservations for residents’ personal 
events at our pavilion.  However, until restrictions are lifted, we cannot guarantee that your 
event can occur. To reserve the large pavilion, please contact the Administrator at 410-263-
4456 or send an email with the date and time requested to admin@hillsmereshores.org.  A re-
fundable $200 security deposit is required.  You will need to provide the time and duration of 
your event.  You can reserve the pavilion for the entire day or for as little as two hours.   This 
allows more residents use of the space for parties.  Please note that reservations are not final 
until you receive a confirmation from the HSIA Administrator.  If you are serving alcohol at your 
party, you will need to obtain an Anne Arundel County One-Day Liquor License.  Signed applica-
tion forms for a liquor license must be obtained from HSIA and submitted to the County as 
least two weeks prior to the event. 

FOR SALE: Cal 28 Sailboat in slip 30. 14.5K or best offer. Call George at 410-703-5685. 

Personal Ads 

Important numbers and emails 
AACO Police emergency 911 

AACO Police non-emergency 410-222- 8610 
Hillsmere Security: security@hillsmereshores.org 

HSIA President: president@hillsmereshores.org 
Key School liaison: Ilatimer@keyschool.org 

AACO traffic engineer: pwflor11@aacounty.org 

https://www.annapolisrunforthelighthouse.org/
mailto:admin@hillsmereshores.
https://aahealth.org/health-alert/
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Motions from May 2020 Zoom Board meeting: 
(complete minutes can be found on the Hillsmere website at www.hillsmereshores.org) 

ENVIRONMENTAL AND SHORELINE PROTECTION: 

* Steve Vanderbosch moved the Board approve the proposal of Pay Dirt, LLC to repair revet-

ment at the marina at a cost of $9950 and $6000 for additional loads of stone if needed.  
Ray Sullivan seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Vote taken – (7 in favor (Mike Wurst, Ray 
Sullivan, Claire Corcoran, Gene Gross, Steve Vanderbosch, Chris Grim, Dave Miles); 1 op-
posed (Phil Jones); motion passed. 

* Ray Sullivan moved the Board approve the proposal of Pay Dirt, LLC for the Beach in the 

amount of $6150, plus an approximate $3000 for additional stone if needed, to install rip rap 
along the shoreline and inspect and repair the 4” pipe, backfill, and place rip rap.  Steve 
Vanderbosch seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Vote taken – 4 in favor (Ray Sullivan, Gene 
Gross, Steve Vanderbosch, Dave Miles); 4 opposed (Mike Wurst, Phil Jones, Chris Grim, Jeri 
Singleton); 1 abstained (Claire Corcoran); motion did not pass. 

BEACH:  Jeri Singleton moved the Board approve $3300 for Irish Greens to install two stainless 
steel fabricated handrails on the beach stairs at the swim area.  Chris Grim seconded the mo-
tion.  Discussion.  Motion withdrawn awaiting more quotes. 

POOL:  Gene Gross moved the Board approve the opening of the pool and the purchase of a 
new pump at $10,813.  Jeri Singleton seconded the motion.  Vote taken – unanimously ap-
proved.   

Motions from June 2020 Zoom Board meeting: 
(complete minutes can be found on the Hillsmere website at www.hillsmereshores.org) 

PIERS & HARBOR:  Steve Vanderbosch moved the Board confirm the expenditure of $6400 for 
new pump out at the marina, approved by HSIA President.  Ray Sullivan seconded the motion.  
Vote taken – unanimously approved. 

ENVIRONMENTAL AND SHORELINE PROTECTION:  Steve Vanderbosch moved the Board ap-
prove up to $30K for design of shoreline restoration along marina sand spit.  Dave Miles se-
conded the motion.  Discussion.  Motion tabled to next month. 

BEACH:  Ray Sullivan moved the Board approve the proposal of Pay Dirt, LLC for the Beach in 
the amount of $6150, plus an approximate $3000 for additional stone if needed, to install rip 
rap along the shoreline and inspect and repair the 4” pipe, backfill, and place rip rap.  Dave 
Miles seconded the motion.  Vote taken – 7 in favor (Claire Corcoran, Steve Vanderbosch, Gene 
Gross, Ray Sullivan, Dave Miles, Mike Wurst, 
Chris Grim); 1 opposed (Phil Jones); 2 ab-
stained (Jeri Singleton, Jay Harper); motion 
passed. 

http://www.hillsmereshores.org
http://www.hillsmereshores.org
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Security Report 
 ~ Claire Corcoran, HSIA Board member and Security Committee Chair  

We are increasing security coverage at our beach and marina for the remainder of this season. 
As a reminder, HSIA stickers must be current and they are FREE to residents. Please note the 
following:  

BEACH SECURITY NOTICE 
We have been experiencing heavier than normal beach usage this year, particularly on week-
ends. This includes individuals attempting to use the beach who are non-residents. As a result, 
we need to enforce the rules that are clearly posted on the beach property. No one may park 
their car onsite unless they have a 2020 Hillsmere sticker or a current Beach Guest Pass properly 
displayed. Our security guard will have stickers at the gate if you do not have 
one. In that case, please be sure to have your registration on you as well as an ID 
showing your Hillsmere address if your registration does not reflect that. Pedes-
trians entering the beach area may be asked to verify residency as well. As a re-
minder to all, no dogs are allowed at our beach. 

MARINA SECURITY NOTICE 
From now through Labor Day, a security guard will be stationed at the Marina on Saturdays and 
Sundays to ensure every vehicle entering the Marina displays current 2020 Hillsmere stickers or 
current 2020-2021 Marina Guest Passes. Security personnel may ask pedestrians to verify resi-
dency. We apologize if anyone feels inconvenienced by this security measure. The Marina has 
seen an explosive increase in use this season, as other avenues of outdoor recreation have been 
closed or limited. Many slip holders and residents have complained about Marina use by non-
residents, including fishermen, swimmers, crabbers, jet ski, kayak and SUP users, etc. 

So, before venturing out to the Marina, make sure your 2020 Hillsmere sticker or Marina Guest 
Pass is properly displayed on/in your vehicle. Thank you in advance for your patience and coop-
eration. 



8 

 



9 

 



10 

 

 



11 

 

Pool Committee Report 
 ~ Danielle Franz, Pool Committee Chair 

Welcome back to the pool this summer!  We've had a great start to our season.  Even with re-
duced capacities, we're happy to report that we've not had to turn anyone away.  Many have 
asked since we aren't having capacity issues can we let up on the no guest policy.  This policy 
will remain in effect for the season.  Anchor Aquatics has prepared the following statement re-
garding guests.   

We stand by our position that guests should not be allowed at the pool under the current circum-
stances.  Our reasons are as follows: 

*   Eliminating guests keeps the number of patrons and potential of exposure down regardless of 

whether the pool is close to capacity.  

*   Having guests visit the pool from outside the community, county, or state increases exposure 

from people that may visit from areas with higher infection numbers. 

*   Eliminating guests limits liability exposure from outside parties. 

While these are not easy and sometimes not popular decisions these policies were put into place 
to protect our communities and our staff. 

Many have asked about credits for the reduced season.  At the end of the season we will see 
what reduced staffing fees were for the days we were not open and share those proportionally 
to our membership.  We will email members in September with more information.   

 If you have any questions or feedback, please email pool@hillsmereshores.org   

mailto:pool@hillsmereshores.org
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 ~ Dave Miles, HSIA VP & Permit Committee Chair 

HSIA Building Permits 

Are you aware that an HSIA Building Permit is required every time an Anne Arundel County 
Building Permit is issued for any work done at your property?  The responsibility of obtaining an 
HSIA Building Permit falls on the owner, not the contractor. 

Why does HSIA require and issue building permits? Per HSIA Covenants & Deed Restrictions, 
HSIA’s sideline setbacks (15’) are different from the County (7’). We encourage anyone having 
work done at their property to reach out to the HSIA Building Permit Chair, Dave Miles, before 
designing your structure or applying to the County. Failure to obtain a HSIA Building Permit prior 
to the start of construction will result in a stop work order and, at a minimum, an increase in the 
cost of the permit.  

The fee for an HSIA Building Permit is $25. The fee increases to $50 if work has already begun 
and you failed to apply for an HSIA Building Permit.  The following items are required to obtain 
a HSIA Building Permit: 

1. A copy of the Anne Arundel County Building Permit.* 
2. A TO SCALE copy of the site plan.* 
3. A copy of the plans and elevations, TO SCALE, of the structure. * 
4. Cash or check in the amount of $25., made payable to HSIA 
5. Mail all required items & payment to HSIA, PO BOX 3485, Annapolis MD 21403 

*AN EMAILED PDF OF THE COUNTY PERMIT AND THE TO-SCALE SITE and/or STRUCTURE PLAN IS PREFERRED AND 
MAY EXPEDITE THE PROCESS OF OBTAINING A HSIA 
BUILDING PERMIT. 

HSIA Covenants & Deed Restrictions, record-
ed among the Land Record of Anne Arundel 
County, Maryland in Liber 900, Folio 334, are 
binding as a matter of law and are for the 
benefit of all other lot owners in Hillsmere. 

Anne Arundel County Code, 2005, Article 18, 
Zoning, Title 2, General Provisions, Subtitle 3, 
Setbacks 

For permit approval, please allow 10 working 
days to receive your permit in order to allow 
time to make sure all of your documents are 
legible (do not take photos of documents 
and email them), review it, verify your re-
quest meets HSIA Covenants and setbacks, 
and contact you for any questions on the 
submission. Your permit will also be mailed, 
via USPS, which takes several days. 

(Continued on page 13) 

https://hillsmereshores.org/hsia-covenants-rules/
https://hillsmereshores.org/hsia-covenants-rules/
http://www.aacounty.org/our-county/county-code/forms-and-publications/Article18.pdf
http://www.aacounty.org/our-county/county-code/forms-and-publications/Article18.pdf
http://www.aacounty.org/our-county/county-code/forms-and-publications/Article18.pdf
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Property Owner Property Location Type of Work Permit # 

Bay Built Homes 280 Cedar Lane Fence 20001 

D. Powell 108 Spruce Lane Detached Garage 20002 

K. Willingham 530 Harbor Drive Deck 20003 

D. Bicer 149 East Bay View Drive Addition 20004 

K. Coombe 126 Pinecrest Drive Deck 20005 

D. Cole 628 Riverside Drive Fence 20006 

J. Gould 137 Lee Drive Shed 20007 

J. Ludlam 136 Lee Drive Front Portico 20008 

If you have any questions on the setbacks, please see paragraph 2 on the previous page, or, feel 
free to ask before you go to the trouble of getting a County permit and find you cannot get an 
HSIA permit. When in doubt, or, if you have any questions, please contact Dave Miles, HSIA 
Building Permit Chairman via email, permits@hillsmereshores.org, or voice mail, 410-263-4456.  

At the time of publication, the following HSIA Building Permits have been approved and is-
sued in 2020: 

(Continued from page 12) 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1j7FTbznQhaTBtgztCSGmmd4bUBVNF8dAHVCMcO2QpPo/edit?usp=sharing
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Garden Club 
 ~ Leigh Gruber, Administrative Assistant 

In the heat of July, it’s difficult to believe that 
less than a month ago we had a chilly, cloudy 
day for our Installation of Officers and joint 
Executive Board meeting.  Due to social dis-
tancing requirements, this special meeting 
was held with only 9 members at the Hills-
mere Shores beach pavilion.  HGC welcomes 
our new Treasurer, Linda Elkington, and Cor-
responding Secretary, Angie Smail. Lynne 
Fowler, Jane Waters, Liz Elliott, and Jean 
Strucko (Vice-Presidents, Recording Secre-
tary and President) remain in their current 
positions. Current and retiring officers received words of gratitude 
along with an appreciation gift from Jean.   

The combined Executive Boards then held a brain storming session which produced ideas for 
some of our upcoming activities and fall meetings.  Plans for the 4th Annual Tea in August and a 
second summer Stroll About in July, weather permitting, were discussed. Invitations will be 
sent to club members with details. 

Those with an interest in gardening related subjects are invited to the club, which meets Septem-
ber through May on the third Wednesday of 
each month.  Visitors are always wel-
come.   For those wishing to join (Hillsmere 
residency is not required), annual dues for 
September through May are $20. To receive 
the monthly “Buzz” newsletter, or for more 
information about joining, send an email to 
the administrative assistant 
(asg.bulk@comcast.net). 

As part of the ceremony, Paulette hands 
an incoming officer a flower to add to 
the arrangement being held steady 
against the wind by Lynne. Photo credit 
to L. Gruber 

Photo credit to L. Fowler 

mailto:asg.bulk@comcast.net
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Piers & Harbors News 
 ~ Steve Vanderbosch, HSIA Board Member and P&H Chair 

The major topics in this edition will be Shoreline Conservation, Security, and an early shout out 
about Hurricane Preparedness, BUT FIRST… 

Marina Slips and Occupancy 
The Marina is essentially full. As of July 8th there are 4 unassigned slips (#52, #56, #A7, #A9) out 
of 123 total slips. One slip has been temporarily rented as a 2nd slip to an existing slip holder. 

By now, all boats should be in their assigned slips, and be visibly displaying their 2020 HSIA Ma-
rina sticker. There may be some additional turnover of slips as boats are sold or residents 
move, resulting in slips being available for guests and transients, as well as to offer to new resi-
dents moving into Hillsmere.  

Transient Slips 
The Marina does have several transient slips, at the ends of A Dock and C Dock, along with a 
couple of unassigned slips. If you have friends or family wishing to dock temporarily, please 
contact one of the following at least a day or two in advance for slip assignment:  

* The Slips Committee Chair at marinaslips@hillsmereshroes.org  

* The P&H Committee Chair at marina@hillsmereshores.org 

Fees are $1/foot/day, payable by the sponsoring Hillsmere resident to HSIA. 

Marina Operations 
Routine maintenance has been occurring, including: street light repairs, fire extinguisher annu-
al inspection, installation of a few new piling caps, and the replacement of deteriorating dock 
boards, along with the repainting of some posts and panels, the staining of park benches, and 
the replacement of decorative flags. In mid-June the Sunset Drive Boat Ramp parking lot re-
ceived an asphalt coating, completing the last open item of the Ramp Reconstruction project. 

Pump Out-Out 
On June 17 the pump out unit at the Marina fell over when it’s supporting steel frame rusted 
completely through at the deck level. Its demise may have been helped along by swimmers us-

(Continued on page 17) 
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ing it to climb up on to get on top of the nearby pilings. There was no leakage, and the unit was 
disconnected and removed. A replacement for the 15-year-old pump out has been ordered and 
will be installed following its expected delivery in mid to late July. 

Port-a-Potty Returns 
The Marina port-a-potty, which was removed as a COVID-19 precaution, was returned to the 
Marina on July 7th, and it now has a hand-sanitizer dispenser inside. As always, use the port-a-
potty at your own risk! 

Kayak Racks 
The Kayak Racks are full, and there is a Waiting List. If you are not using/have not used your 
kayak in a long time, now might be the time to give it up, sell or donate it, and free up a rack 
space for someone else. But all rack space holders should be routinely checking on their ca-
noes/kayaks/SUPs to make sure they are secure, especially before and after storms! Locking is 
recommended! And please ensure your vessels are turned upside down so mosquito-breeding 
water is not collecting inside. 

Reserve Study 
The Piers & Harbor Committee intends to undertake a Reserve Study, a physical and financial 
analysis typically done for HOAs and condos. A Reserve Study involves an onsite inspection of 

(Continued from page 16) 

(Continued on page 18) 
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infrastructure and assets by qualified engineers, followed by analysis and the development of a 
report, including a 30-year expenditure forecast. This will assist the Piers & Harbor Committee 
and HSIA in developing budgets, setting fees, and accumulating necessary reserves for future 
repair and replacement projects. 

 

SHORELINE CONSERVATION 
The Piers & Harbor Committee is proceeding with several shoreline conservation projects, in 
various stages of implementation. 

Riprap and Jetty at Marina Sand Spit 
Starting on July 8th, Pay Dirt LLC contractor began repairing and replenishing the jetty and 
riprap at the Marina. Over the past few years, and seemingly accelerating recently, the Sand 
Spit riprap has been sinking and/or flattening out, due mostly to relentless pounding from 
strong southerly wind and waves. The Sand Spit has already over-flooded twice this year. As a 
short-term measure, the riprap is being repaired and replenished to protect the sea wall that 
sits behind it. New stone will return the riprap to the level of the sea wall and improve its gradi-
ent where necessary, so it can hopefully absorb and reflect more wave energy. 

While the South River side of the jetty was already in need of repair, the Marina side of the jetty 
was vandalized the night of June 24th when persons unknown entered the Marina, and backed 
a truck and trailer onto the Marina beach to recover jet skis from the water. In order to make a 
stone path for traction in the sand, they dislodged larger riprap rocks from the jetty to access 
smaller stones beneath. Such reckless action damages and destroys the structural integrity of 
the jetty.  

PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE, do not entertain yourself, or allow kids, teens, or others to amuse 
themselves, by pushing, tumbling or throwing rocks of any size or shape from the jetty or 
riprap into the water. It damages the structure and diminishes it effectiveness.  

Hillsmere Marina Green Riprap 
Green riprap is a small-scale, low-cost restoration technique for improving existing riprap 
shorelines, and involves planting riprap with tidal marsh plants. This project is a planting at the 
Marina jetty, funded by a grant from Unity Gardens, with technical assistance from the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service, using an innovative new technique for softening rip-rap structures. Tidal 

(Continued from page 17) 

(Continued on page 19) 

http://unitygardens.org/
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marsh grasses, grown in coconut fiber pots, will be planted in the jetty riprap, by wedging them 
in the voids of the riprap. The coconut fiber pots hold soil in for the plants. This project will ulti-
mately create habitat for tidal marsh species, beautify the riprap structure, and engage Hills-
mere residents in restoration work. A group of 5-10 volunteers will be recruited for this project 
once a schedule is determined. 

Living Shoreline 
In close cooperation with the HSIA Shoreline Conservation Committee, the Piers & Harbor Com-
mittee is exploring the possibility of creating a living shoreline along the Sand Spit at the Mari-
na. This would basically involve the construction of several segmented, low-level, stone break-
waters about 30-50 feet off the Sand Spit bulkhead/riprap facing the South River. The area be-
tween the bulkhead and the breakwaters would be in-filled with sand and planted with native 
grasses, creating a tidal marsh/habitat area. This has become a popular and effective method of 
shoreline conservation. One need only look across Duvall Creek to see a living shoreline being 
constructed at the Fishing Creek peninsula, and many other examples can be found nearby. 
This could be a longer term solution to diminish the wave energy pounding the Sand Spit bulk-
head and riprap. HSIA has applied to DNR for a design grant, though no grant decisions are ex-
pected soon. Other funding sources are being explored, including possibly using HSIA/P&H 
funds as early matching funds toward the ultimate construction project, if such a project were 
to be approved. 

Boat Park & Kayak Ramp 
Last year two Vegetation Management Plans (VMPs) were approved by the County for the 
shorelines of the Boat Park and the Kayak Ramp. Work will be proceeding under the VMPs to 
remove invasive species plants and clear out deadwood and undergrowth from the two shore-
lines. At the rear of the Boat Park a 20’-wide sponge buffer will be created with wood chips to 

(Continued from page 18) 

(Continued on page 20) 
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absorb and slow runoff from the Boat Park into Duvall Creek. For the time being, users of the 
Boat Park are requested to NOT PARK AT THE BACK OF THE BOAT PARK. 

 

SECURITY 

Marina and Ramp Usage 
There has been an exponential increase in people using the Marina and the Sunset Drive Boat 
Ramp this year, due in large part to consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic. Unfortunately, 
not everyone trying to enjoy the P&H facilities is a resident or an authorized guest, and there 
have been numerous complaints in that regard.  

Security Guard 
Starting with July 4th weekend, a security guard was stationed at the Marina on Saturday and 
Sunday to ensure every vehicle entering the Marina had an HSIA sticker or Marina Guest Pass. 
The effort seemed to be successful, and will be continued on weekends through Labor Day. 

Marina Gate 
A number of slip holders have suggested the Marina Gate be closed and locked full time, 24/7. 
However, a closed gate did not stop vandalism at the Marina jetty (see above), which occurred 
at 10-11 pm. As Community property, all Hillsmere residents are entitled to use and enjoy the 
Sand Spit during daylight hours. There are insufficient gate key cards to provide them to all 
Hillsmere residents who might want to access the Sand Spit if the gate were closed 24/7. In 
fact, there is, at present, a severe shortage of cards for slip holders due to chronic failure of for-
mer slip holders to return cards when they move, even though they are asked nicely to do so! 
Work is underway to reprogram old cards and/or get new ones. But the gate system is old any-
way, and it sometimes misbehaves by closing or opening randomly. The P&H Committee will be 
looking into replacing the Marina Gate system. 

Security Cameras 
The current security camera system is inadequate, but has not been upgraded because of the 
perceived high cost/low benefit of an upgrade. This issue, which has been discussed frequently, 
will be revisited by a new P&H subcommittee. 

 

HURRICANE SEASON IS UPON US! 
As forecast by the National Weather Service, 2020 is already shaping up as a busy tropical 
storm/hurricane season. Tropical storms and hurricanes threaten the Atlantic coast and the 
Chesapeake Bay every year. Do you have a Hurricane Plan? 

The HSIA Marina is not well-protected and is extremely vulnerable to wind, storm surge and 
wave action. The slips are narrow, and the pilings are short. If a Tropical Storm or Hurricane 
Warning is issued for this area (generally 36 hours in advance), the best thing to do is to re-
move your boat from the Marina, by having it trailered, hauled, or moved to safer moorings or 
hurricane holes.  

(Continued from page 19) 
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If you are out of town or otherwise unavailable during hurricane season, it is critical that you 
have someone local designated to take care of your boat. Please make sure their contact infor-
mation has been provided to the Chair of Piers & Harbors! (marina@hillsmereshores.org). Pay 
close attention to tropical storm forecasts, be proactive, and be ready to move your boat to 
safety.  

Kayaks, paddleboards and canoes are vulnerable, too, and should be tied down and secured, or 
removed to your yard or garage, or another safer place. 

If you foolishly decide to let your boat ride out a storm at the Marina (NOT RECOMMENDED!), 
take appropriate steps to secure your boat and protect the Marina by rigging extra lines, dou-
bling up mooring lines and placing protective fenders. Boat owners are solely and completely 
responsible for securing their boats if left in the Marina during a tropical storm or hurricane. 
Note that all power and water will be shut off at the Marina and boat ramps during tropical 
storms and hurricanes. 

SLIP HOLDERS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR AND ASSUME FULL AND SOLE RISK OF DAMAGE TO THEIR 
BOATS AND THEIR EQUIPMENT, THE BOATS AND EQUIPMENT OF OTHERS, AND THE HSIA PIERS 
AND DOCKS AS A RESULT OF LEAVING THEIR BOATS IN THE MARINA DURING A TROPICAL 
STORM OR HURRICANE. 

P&H Meetings 
There will be no P&H Meetings until further notice.  Please direct questions/issues/concerns to 
marina@hillsmereshores.org.  

(Continued from page 20) 

Hillsmere Resident 
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Are you interested in advertising with the Sea Breeze? 
 
 
 Current ad pricing:  
 
- Business Card (2” x 3.5”) $25/issue 

- 1/4 page (4.5” x 3.5”) $70/issue 

- 4”x4” page $80/issue 

- 1/3 page (3” x 7”) $85/issue 

- 1/2 page (4.5” x7”) $115/issue 

- Full page $230/issue 

- Full page flyer/insert $100/issue (you provide copies of the flyer to our printer and we charge 
$100 to insert it in the newsletter) 

  
There are 10 issues each year, with the months of January/February and July/August combined 
into a single issue. We produce a hard copy that is emailed to 500+ households in the 
neighborhood, emailed directly to 700+ individuals, and post each edition on our community 
website (www.hillsmereshores.org). 
 
Please submit a print-ready, electronic rendering of your business card or ad, using either a jpg, 
png or pdf file.  Please specify the size of ad you are placing, and how many months you would 
like the ad to run.  Please note, we cannot alter, add, or delete any information to/from your 
ad. Your ad file must be sized and ready to insert for use in order to be accepted for 
publication. We will bill you each month after the ad runs.  
 
The deadline all advertising submissions is the 3rd Wednesday of each month.  
 
 
Regards, 
Kelly Ann Pavkov 
Editor, the Sea Breeze 
seabreeze@hillsmereshores.org 
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the SEA BREEZE 

Published by: the Hillsmere Shores Improvement Association (HSIA) 
P.O. Box 3485, Annapolis, MD 21403 

www.hillsmereshores.org 
Editor: Kelly Ann Pavkov  [seabreeze@hillsmereshores.org] 
Administrator:  Jean Somers  [admin@hillsmereshores.org] 

Treasurer’s Assistant:  Jim Schwallenberg 
HSIA Service and Information:  410-263-4456 (24-hour voicemail) 

 

2020 BOARD MEETINGS - 7:00 p.m. 
Jan 30 April 30 July 30 Oct 29 
Feb 27* May 28 Aug 27 Nov 19 
Mar 26 June 25 Sep 24 Dec 17 

2020 GENERAL MEETINGS - 7:00 p.m. 
 January 9 May 14 September 10 
 March 12 July 9 November 12 

 

All Board & General meetings are held in the Barn Commons @ Key School, unless 
otherwise noted. *Science & Library Center @ Key School, room 102 

BOARD of DIRECTORS 2020-2021 

Claire Corcoran 410-263-4456 
Chris Grim 410-263-4456 

Jay Harper 443-263-4456 

Phil Jones 410-263-4456 

Ray Sullivan 410-263-4456 
Steve Vanderbosch 410-263-4456 

  

HSIA OFFICERS 2019-2020 

President Mike Waters 410-263-4456 
Vice President Dave Miles 410-263-4456 
Secretary Mike Wurst 410-263-4456 
Treasurer Gene Gross 410-263-4456 

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS 
Beach VACANT 410-263-4456  
Building Permits Dave Miles 410-263-4456  
Budget Gene Gross 410-263-4456 
Bylaws Mike Wurst 410-263-4456 
Communication K. Pavkov & M. Wurst 410-263-4456  
Community House Tom Schwallenberg 410-263-4456  
Entertainment Nuala O’Leary 410-263-4456  
Environmental Kevin Green 410-263-4456 
Historian Julie Crudele 410-263-4456  
Membership Jean Somers 410-263-4456  
Nominations Mike Wurst 410-263-4456  
Piers & Harbors Steve Vanderbosch 410-263-4456  
Pool Danielle Franz 410-263-4456  
Security  Claire Corcoran 410-263-4456  
Shoreline Protection Kevin Green 410-263-4456 
Traffic Matt Franz 410-263-4456 
Web Master Kelly Ann Pavkov 410-263-4456  
Welcoming Kathy McFadden 410-330-8432 
Zoning & Covenants Claire Corcoran 410-263-4456 
Key School Liaison Irfan Latimer 443-321-7811 
ANPF Representative Ray Sullivan 410-263-4456  

COMMUNITY FACILITIES and LOCAL CONTACT INFORMATION 
Beach Picnic Area Reservations 410-263-4456  
Boat Ramp Keys & Boat Slip Assignments 410-263-4456 
Guest Parking Passes 410-263-4456 
Hillsmere Car & Boat Trailer Stickers 410-263-4456 
Hillsmere Garden Club   410-268-7175  
Hillsmere Swim Team 443-336-8432 
County Community Services Specialist 410-222-1242 
Animal Control 410-222-8900 
Recycling Information & Bulk Trash Pick Up 410-222-6100 

Babysitter/Mother’s Helper 

Ady Age  16 410-980-5210 

Bella Age 15 443-534-7918   

Ella Age 14 443-223-0572  

Ella Age 13 410-533-8442 

Emily Age 14 410-570-9127 

Grace Age 17 410-353-4983 

Lauren Age 15 443-750-1228 

Maggie Age 13 443-900-5511  

Maia Age 16 443-221-9610  

Mia Age 16 410-507-3628  

Katie Age 16 410-268-2686 

Sara Age 16 443-569-1722 

Sarah Age 18 443-699-2165  

Shanley Age 13 443-569-9764  

Taylor Age 15 410-991-7498  

Tessa Age 13 443-905-6017 

Caitlyn Age 18 443-875-9043  

Keira Age 19 410-507-9143 

Linda Adult 443-822-7956 

Pet Sitter/Dog Walker 

Maggie Age 13 443-900-5511  

Elias Age 13 443-462-7270  

Shanley Age 13 443-569-9764  

Emily Age 14 410-570-9127 

Sean Age 14 443-569-9811  

Mia Age 16 410-507-3628  

Lauren Age 15 443-750-1228 

Kate Age 17 443-995-7133 

Katie Age 16 410-268-2686 

Eliza Age 16 443-822-4995 

Keira Age 19 410-507-9143 

Hannah Adult 410-980-6189  

Cheryl Adult 410-353-2066 

Elaine Adult 443-822-6035 

Linda Adult 443-822-7956 

Shondra Adult 240-578-9221 

Earl Adult 410-570-1894 

Mary Ellen Adult 410-212-5744 

Yard Work/Odd Jobs 

Patrick Adult 410-263-2058 

https://hillsmereshores.org/
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