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The community pig roast was held on September 
29, marking the 10th year of the event and the last 
time that volunteer Chuck Graves would be leading 
the cooking. Chuck and his wife, Debbie, will be 
moving to Wyoming in early 2019. Chuck is already 
there in spirit and prefers to be called “GRIZZ” with 
his full “Grizzly Adams” beard. To commemorate 
his contributions to the community, we passed out 
30 fake beards so we could “Be Like Chuck” for the 
day! Chuck was very touched by the gesture. His 
generosity of time and cooking skills will be difficult 
to replace. Thanks for all of your help and delicious 
cooking, Chuck - you will be missed! -Noel Gasparin 

www.hillsmereshores.org Contact Information page 27 

http://www.hillsmereshores.org
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 ~ Michael J. Waters,  HSIA President 

President’s Message 

The Board is not planning to remove the seawall. 

There is some inaccurate information going around.  The confusion began at the very end of the 
July Board meeting when I was wrapping up by cataloging topics we would take up later.  One 
of those topics was to explore concerns about beach erosion.  To the understandable frustra-
tion of some, this topic was constantly being put aside.  In order to get us moving, a motion 
was put forward to approve an amendment to an earlier contract with Environmental Systems 
Analysis (ESA had proposed the amendment several months earlier).  It passed with little dis-
cussion and little understanding of what it contained.  We were tired.  We had run out of time.  
It was not my best moment running a meeting. 

At the beginning of the next Board meeting we unanimously reversed ourselves.  The amend-
ment would have studied the effects of removing the beach hardscape.  This is inconsistent 
with the October 2012 community vote that showed a clear preference to retain the shoreline. 
The vote was almost two to one to repair the bulkheads and to leave the two points of land.  
This is what we have now. 

The amendment was never signed and we did not incur any costs with ESA. 

At the August meeting, where we reversed ourselves, I asked Kevin Green to add to his Environ-
ment Committee the task of exploring beach erosion.  I recently invited Phil Jones to join the 
Committee.  Kevin has excellent technical and political understanding of “shore” issues, while 
Phil passionately represents those who have invested years in improving the beach and spend 
much time there. 

I do not wish to revisit removing the hardscape.  The issue was settled.  I suggest we do some-
thing that is sympathetic to those structures and ask that we be open to what that might be. 

There are new options for supplementing what we have.  The County has taken over local 
dredging from the Federal Government.  Erik Michelsen, watershed program administrator, has 
indicated we could receive clean dredge material to widen our beach.  Do we want a wider 
beach?  What is going to be on this beach and how will it be used?  Is it acceptable to have a 
wider beach that washes away in a few years?  Do we want new fixtures to help keep it in place?  
Would those fixtures be effective, aesthetically pleasing, and environmentally responsible?  Can 
we get money to pay for the fixtures through Maryland’s Community Resilience Grant Program?  
We don’t know the answer to any of these questions… yet.  We have a potential source of sand 
and the examples of other local beach projects that did not exist six years ago.  We can figure it 
out together. 

Lastly, please join your neighbors at Hillsmere Shores Improvement Association General Mem-
bership Meeting on Thursday, 8 November, 7:00 – 9:00 PM in Katharine Hall at Key School.  This 
is our largest meeting of the year.  There will be the election of officers, presentation of our 
2020 budget, committee reports, and new business. 
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 ~ Jean Somers, HSIA Administrator 

HSIA Community News and Events 

Inaugural Community Oyster Roast -- Come and join the community for the last beach party of 
the year! Please join us for our first Oyster Roast on Saturday, November 3, from 2 – 5 pm.  Hills-
mere will be providing all kinds of oysters and grilled hot dogs too.  We may have beer donated.  
Bring your own drinks and something to share if you would like. Please remember, no glass at 
the beach!  Shuckers are welcome, and if you would like to help set up, that will begin at 1:00 
pm.  Assistance in cleaning up at the end is also welcomed.  Oyster costumes are optional. 

Pool Chair(s) Needed – As we welcome the Fall season, we say thank you to our outgoing Pool 
Chairs, Brooke George and Kate Brew.  Brooke and Kate have done a phenomenal job making 
our community pool one of the best in the area!  It is time for Brooke and Kate to pass the 
torch, so we’re looking for someone to step up as our new Pool Chair and carry on Brooke and 
Kate’s great work!  It can be one person, or this can be a shared position.  If you’re interested in 
helping, please contact either president@hillsmereshores.net or admin@hillsmereshores.net, 
or call the voice mail at 410-263-4456.  

Election and Budget Meeting – Please plan to attend our November General Meeting 
on Thursday, November 8 at 7 pm, at The Key School Katharine Hall.  We will have 
our election of HSIA Officers and will be presenting the proposed FY2020 HSIA budg-
et.  HSIA 2018 dues payment gives one (1) member of the household the right to 
vote.  Additional voting memberships require additional $20 dues payment.  Mem-
bers must by 18 years of age or older.  If you would like to vote at the November General Meet-
ing, you must be a current 2018 dues paying member.  If you are not a current member of HSIA 
and would like to vote, please download a 2018 HSIA Membership form from our website at 
www.hillsmereshores.org and mail the form and payment to HSIA, P.O. Box 3485, Annapolis, 

MD 21403.  Please make sure you send your dues 
payment in ahead of time. Ballots may also be 
mailed to the HSIA P.O. Box.  Please remember 
that ballots that are not dropped off in person at 
the meeting require the signature of the HSIA 
member.  Please see pages 9-14 in this issue of 
the Sea Breeze for candidate bios, voting instruc-
tions, and a ballot.  

11/3 Community Oyster Roast 

11/4 Daylight Savings Ends 

11/6 
Election Day 
Beach Committee Meeting 

11/8 
HSIA Officer Election, Budget 
Presentation & General Member-
ship Meeting 

11/11 Veterans Day 

11/13 Piers & Harbors Meeting 

11/22 Thanksgiving 

1/28 Garden Club 

11/29 HSIA Board Meeting 

 
Important numbers and emails 

AACO Police emergency 911 
AACO Police non-emergency 410-222- 8610 

Hillsmere Security: security@hillsmereshores.net 
Hillsmere President: president@hillsmereshores.net 

Key School liaison: Ilatimer@keyschool.org 
AACO traffic engineer: pwflor11@aacounty.org 

mailto:president@hillsmereshores.net
mailto:admin@hillsmereshores.net
https://hillsmereshores.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/HSIA-Membership2018-3.pdf
https://hillsmereshores.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Ballot2018.pdf
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September 2018 Board Meeting 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Marilyn Carpenter moved the Board approve $9050 for Price Cutters to remove and replace the 
perimeter of the 2-5 playground at the beach and install 3 benches according to the Statement 
of Work.  Gene Gross seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Marilyn Carpenter amended the mo-
tion to move the Board approve $9050 for Price Cutters to remove and replace the perimeter 
of the 2-5 playground at the beach and install 3 benches according to the Statement of Work 
and to convert handicap slopes to 2 each 4-foot wide handicap cut outs.  Gene Gross seconded 
the amended motion.   Vote taken – 7 in favor (Marilyn Carpenter to include 2 proxies from Ste-
ve Vanderbosch and Mike Wurst, Gene Gross, Teresa Sutherland, Dave Miles, Claire Corcoran; 2 
opposed (Ray Sullivan, Robin Clark Eilenberg); motion passed. 

Robin Clark Eilenberg moved the Board approve $9050 for Price Cutters to remove and replace 
the perimeter of the 2-5 playground at the beach, without benches, according to the Statement 
of Work, and to convert handicap slopes to 2 each 4-foot wide handicap cut outs.  Ray Sullivan 
seconded the motion.  Vote taken – 2 in favor (Robin Clark Eilenberg, Ray Sullivan); 5 opposed 
(Marilyn Carpenter to include 2 proxies from Steve Vanderbosch and Mike Wurst, Gene Gross, 
Teresa Sutherland); 2 abstained (Dave Miles and Claire Corcoran); motion did not pass. 

TREASURER:  Gene Gross moved the Board allocate $1500 each to the Beach and Marina Com-
mittee Chairs for storm clean up as needed until December 31, 2018.  Ray Sullivan seconded the 
motion.  Vote taken – unanimously approved. 

BEACH:  Marilyn Carpenter moved the Board approve $2150.97 to be spent on the perimeter 
and the sand for the playground installation project.  Dave Miles seconded the motion.  Vote 
taken – 6 in favor (Marilyn Carpenter to include 2 proxies from Steve Vanderbosch and Mike 
Wurst, Gene Gross, Teresa Sutherland, Dave Miles; 3 opposed (Ray Sullivan, Robin Clark Eilen-
berg, Claire Corcoran); motion passed. 

NEW BUSINESS:  Mike Waters moved the Board approve up to $800 for grass and white clover 
seed for inside the pool, the Great Lake Drive field, and the Beach.  Marilyn Carpenter seconded 
the motion.  Vote taken – unanimously approved. 

Regular Meeting of the HSIA Board of Directors 
(Visit www.hillsmereshores.org for complete, approved Board meeting minutes) 

https://hillsmereshores.org/board-of-director-meeting-minutes/
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The Budgets on pages 18-23 have been discussed at the September and October Board Meet-
ings, and a final Budget is expected to be presented to the community at the November Gen-
eral Meeting. We welcome any suggestions at any of the upcoming General meetings, or you 
may send your questions and suggestions to my email treasurer@hillsmereshores.net , or mail 
them to the HSIA PO Box. 

Budget Report 
 ~ Gene Gross, HSIA Treasurer and Budget Committee Chair 

mailto:treasurer@hillsmereshores.net
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The Watershed Stewards Academy (WSA) envisions every community in Anne Arundel County 
actively engaged to ensure clean waters. The seven Watershed Stewards in our community 
are a resource for not only the community as whole, but for individual property owners as 
well. If you have questions about a watershed or storm water issue, one of us may be able to 
help. We have all completed an intensive, research-based, hands-on training including a cap-
stone project and are able to assess watersheds, educate communities, and work with com-
munities to reduce pollutants (pet waste, fertilizer, erosion or pesticides). We can help coordi-
nate the installation of rain gardens, rain barrels, conservation landscapes and other rain-
scaping techniques. 

We are conveniently spread throughout the neighborhood and you may contact us through 
environment@hillsmereshores.net 

 Kevin Green (Harbor Dr) Jennie Gundersen (Tayman Dr) 
 Sue King (Beach Dr) Deb Lambert (Locust Ln) 
 Katie Matta (Poplar Ln) Chris Moore (Groh Ln) 
 Ray Sullivan (Forest Hill Dr) 

The latest WSA project was completed on October 13th with the installation of three conserva-
tion landscapes and three buffer plantings as part of the Kitty Duvall Creek Buffer Planting Pro-
ject. Seventeen volunteers (4 Hillsmere Watershed Stewards, 5 additional Watershed Stew-
ards plus a spouse, 6 property owners, and my mom) planted over 200 shrubs, ferns, grasses 
and flowers in the backyards of six properties along Kitty Duvall Creek (runs between Poplar 
Lane and Beach Drive). The goal is to provide bank stabilization and capture runoff before it 
reaches the creek.  

 ~ Katie Matta, Hillsmere Resident & Watershed Steward 

Conservation News 

Watershed Steward (WS) Maryanne Mento, WS Ray Sullivan, Lynda Davis, WS Jennie Gundersen, 
property owner Patrick Nissen, WS Katie Matta, property owner Marc Wirig and WS Sarah Benson 
installed a conservation landscape to capture runoff at Patrick's house on October 13th.   
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 ~ Dave Miles, HSIA VP & Permit Committee Chair 

Did you know that an HSIA Building Permit is required every time an Anne Arundel County 
Building Permit is issued for any work done at your property?  The responsibility of obtaining an 
HSIA Building Permit falls on the owner, not the contractor. 

Why does HSIA require and issue building permits? Per HSIA Covenants & Deed Restrictions, 
HSIA’s sideline setbacks (15’) are different from the County (7’). We encourage anyone having 
work done at their property to reach out to the HSIA Building Permit Chair, Dave Miles, before 
designing your structure or applying to the County. Failure to obtain a HSIA Building Permit pri-
or to the start of construction will result in a stop work order and, at a minimum, an increase in 
the cost of the permit.  

The fee for an HSIA Building Permit is $25. The fee increases to $50 if work has already begun 
and you failed to apply for an HSIA Building Permit.  The following items are required to obtain 
a HSIA Building Permit: 

1. A copy of the Anne Arundel County Building Permit.* 
2. A TO SCALE copy of the site plan.* 
3. Cash or check in the amount of $25., made payable to HSIA 

*AN EMAILED PDF OF THE COUNTY PERMIT AND THE TO-SCALE SITE PLAN IS PREFERRED AND MAY EXPEDITE THE PROCESS OF OBTAINING A HSIA BUILDING PERMIT. 

HSIA Covenants & Deed Restrictions, recorded among the Land Record of Anne Arundel Coun-
ty, Maryland in Liber 900, Folio 334, are binding as a matter of law and are for the benefit of all 
other lot owners in Hillsmere. 

Anne Arundel County Code, 2005, Article 18, Zoning, Title 2, General Provisions, Subtitle 3, Set-
backs 

When in doubt, or, if you have any questions, please contact Dave Miles, HSIA Building Permit 
Chairman via email, permits@hillsmereshores.net, or voice mail, 420-263-4456.  

HSIA Building Permits have been approved and issued in 2018 for the following: 

HSIA Building Permits 

Property Owner Property Location Type of Work Permit # 

J. Megan 124 Spruce Lane Detached Garage 18001 

K. Dutton & D. Weir 116 Gardner Drive Deck 18002 

A. & E. Van Sant 533 Harbor Drive 1st Story Addition & Deck 18003 

T. Hensler 412 Holly Drive Front Stoop 18004 

C. Martin 270 Hillsmere Drive House & Garage additions 18005 

C. Matta 450 Poplar Lane Shed 18006 

D. Zupan 102 Green Spring Drive Garage addition & Deck 18007 

B. Hayes 121 Carroll Drive Living Shoreline 18008 

J. Slenker 403 Beach Drive Detached Shed & Fence 18009 

J. Toebbe 125 Boyd Drive Deck & Trellis 18010 

B. Shultz 285 Cedar Lane New House 18011 

C. Thompson 512 Hillsmere Drive Shed 18012 

NVP Investments LLC 307 Cedar Lane Interior alterations and Egress Well 18013 

https://hillsmereshores.org/hsia-covenants-rules/
https://hillsmereshores.org/hsia-covenants-rules/
http://www.aacounty.org/our-county/county-code/forms-and-publications/Article18.pdf
http://www.aacounty.org/our-county/county-code/forms-and-publications/Article18.pdf
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Beach Clean -up: After the second release of water from the Conowingo Dam, we had another 
clean-up of the logs, trash and debris. The county placed a dumpster at the marina on Oct. 5. 
Price Cutters hauled items from the beach and the marina. The crew completely filled that 
dumpster with debris. There were huge tree stumps and logs among the trash.  

Playground equipment: The contract for the purchase of a new climbing exercise net has been 
signed. Kompan Co. will deliver this equipment in December. A deposit has been made for the 
purchase of the equipment. Grass Roots of Davidsonville is a certified playground installer and 
will perform the installation upon arrival. This equipment will be located near the set of swings 
at the large pavilion area.  

Perimeter: The aging perimeter of the 2-5 playground will be replaced soon. The Board award-
ed the contract to Tommy Grierson of Price Cutters. His crew will remove the old railroad ties 
and replace them with AC4A pressure-treated wood. This is a label for marine grade wood. 
There will be handicap accessible areas to the playground and 3 new benches for seating. 

Repairs and upkeep: The seats of two backless benches have been replaced by Price Cutters. 
They used ground-contact, pressure-treated wood. The shower platform and backing have 
been repainted by Irish Greens. They applied a nonskid paint surface to the shower platform, 
which is helpful when rinsing off that bay water. The shower area will be winterized. The nettle 
nets will be raised for the winter.  Thank you to Jeri Singleton, for keeping our beach entrance 
updated as the seasons change! 

Strategic Plan: The Board has asked each committee to develop a 5 year strategic plan. Robin 
Clark Eilenberg has held meetings to invite input. The ideas will be discussed at the next Beach 
Meeting. 

Beach Meeting, Tuesday, Nov. 6, 7PM at Key School, Science and Library Center. All interested 
community members are wel-
come to attend. 

Beach Report 
 ~ Marilyn Carpenter, Beach Committee Chair 
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HSIA Election Voting Instructions 

Vote By Mail 

If you are unable to attend the November 8th HSIA General Meeting, just follow these simple 
steps in order to vote by mail. Ballots must be received prior to the General Meeting. 

1. Tear the ballot out of the Sea Breeze or download a copy from the web site. 
2. Fill out the election ballot. 
3. You must include your name, address, date, and signature in the space provided on the bal-

lot. 
4. Mail the signed ballot to HSIA, PO Box 3485, Annapolis, MD  21403.  Be sure to mark “Ballot” 

on the envelope. 
 

Vote In Person 

Please note:  If you are voting in person, there is no need to provide your name, address, date, 
and signature on the ballot. 

1. Tear the ballot out of the Sea Breeze, download a copy from the web site, or pick up a ballot 
at the meeting. 

2. Have your ballot validated upon arrival at the meeting.  You do NOT need to mark your se-
lections before the ballot is validated. 

3. Please be prepared to show a picture ID. 
4. Drop ballots in the ballot box or hold them for collection. 
 

Note: You may have someone else drop off your completed, signed ballot at the General Meet-
ing by following steps 1, 2, and 3 in the Vote by Mail section above. 

https://hillsmereshores.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Ballot2018.pdf
https://hillsmereshores.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Ballot2018.pdf
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Candidates for HSIA Officer Positions 
2018 Election 

Election of HSIA Officers will be held at the HSIA General Membership meeting on Thursday, 
November 8, 2018.  Ballots will be included in the November issue of the Sea Breeze, available 
on our website and at 11/8 General Meeting.  All candidates are residents of the Hillsmere 
Shores Community and are confirmed to be in good standing and current in their HSIA mem-
bership.  In alphabetical order, the candidates:  

Gene Gross - Candidate for Treasurer 
I am seeking reelection to serve as Treasurer for the next term. I have been an HSIA member in 
good standing since moving to Hillsmere in 2001.  

I look forward to having the opportunity to serve as your Treasurer for the next two years and 
if elected, I will ensure fiscal responsibility and support any initiatives that are supported by the 
residents of Hillsmere to improve our community from an environmental, safety, civic, and so-
cial stand-point. I have a business background and currently own my own business. As the chair 
of the Budget committee, I will continue to improve our accounting processes and provide 
more timely information for Board members, committee chairs and Hillsmere residents. 

Phil Jones - Candidate for Vice President 
I have lived in Hillsmere for more than 30 years and I am a past President and Board member of 
HSIA.  During those years I have lead or been involved with most major community projects in-
cluding the construction of the pool, many beach and marina expansion and improvement pro-
jects.  I was the HSIA President during the building of Quiet Waters Park and I am a longtime 
member of the Hillsmere Beach Committee.  One of the efforts I helped lead was the success-
fully 2010–2012 effort to “Save the Hillsmere Beach”, the beach as we know it today.  One of 
the questions asked of each candidate for the HSIA Board is what are your “goals and/or vi-
sions for the community.”   My goals and vision for the community are the same as they were 7 
years ago and that is to save the current beach configuration that has served Hillsmere so well 
for the last 60 years. 

A little history – About 7 years ago, the then HSIA Board proposed a plan to remove all the 
hardened structures at the beach and in its place to create a “living shoreline”. As a part of this 
plan they proposed getting a grant from the Chesapeake Bay Foundation to pay for this 

(Continued on page 12) 



12 

 

change.  The Foundation disapproved this request stating that a “living shoreline” and a com-
munity beach were incompatible. The plan for a “living shoreline” was thoroughly discussed 
and rejected by the community under such heavy pressure that the then Board withdrew the 
plan from consideration.  That Board then proposed to only remove one-half of the hardened 
structure; the community again rejected that idea by a 2 to 1 vote in favor of keeping the exist-
ing and current beach configuration. 

On July 26, 2018, the current Board approved unanimously (Sutherland and Gallagher were ab-
sent), without discussion, a contract to spend $3,000 of your special tax money to “… analyze 
what would happen to the [beach] shoreline if the hardened structures are removed …” The 
exact same idea that the earlier Board had proposed and had been forced to withdraw.  If 
there had been any discussion, this Board would have learned that the idea of removing the 
hardened structure at the beach was something the community had already rejected in favor 
of keeping the existing beach configuration.  Fortunately, the Board at their next meeting, af-
ter an open discussion, rescinded the earlier study approval.  Unfortunately, in its place the 
President established a new committee to “study removal of hardscape at the beach” to identi-
fy any problems at the beach and to propose fixes.  This new committee is to consider the in-
stallation of artificial breakwaters/reef balls across the beach front and the use of County pro-
vided “clean dredge material” to widen the shoreline.  No mentioned in the latest discussion 
was made that: (1) it would cost the community an estimated $300,000 in special tax money 
(cost of improvements recently made plus the cost of actually removing the hardened struc-
ture – 2012 numbers) should this became an approved project and (2) once any of the hardened 
structure is removed, the County will never let it be reinstalled, so a failed project is not correct-
able.  

Another concern is at what point should a Board override the well-known wishes of the com-
munity? If elected my first goal would be to Save the Existing Beach Configuration with an ad-
ditional goal of bringing more community background and history to the Board.  I am a retired 

Navy Officer, a retired Engineering Manager, and a previously 
very small consulting business owner.  My education is as a me-
chanical engineer and as a computer information systems design-
er. I ask for your vote and thank you for your support and togeth-
er we can SAVE THE BEACH.  

David Miles - Candidate for Vice President 
My wife and I moved to Hillsmere with our four sons, Michael, 
Peter, Philip and Patrick in 2003. Our sons, who were home-
schooled, have been doing yard work, pet sitting, snow shovel-
ing, and assisting neighbors with projects as they grew up in this 
great community. I have helped, usually grilling, with the Happy 
Hours, Pig Roasts, and Sock Burnings for several years.  I have 
been a member of the Board since last summer, initially as a re-
placement for Noel Gaspirin, who stepped down. I then ran for a 
two-year term that fall and was elected. In the interim, the Vice 
President position became vacant and I agreed to take that posi-

(Continued from page 11) 

(Continued on page 13) 
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tion which is now up for re-election this fall. In the time I have served on the Board, I volun-
teered to chair the Building Permit Committee. I discovered that many did not know about the 
HSIA permitting, or the process, and I had the information updated and more prominently lo-
cated on our website so that it is easier to find. I also had the list of approved permits listed 
online so that the process is more transparent and accessible to the community.   

I have grown to appreciate the time and effort that other Board members, who have served for 
years, put in for the betterment of our community and I would like to offer my services by re-
maining on the Board. As an architect on the Board, I have assisted in obtaining contactor bids 
and assisting in capital projects. I believe, as a Board member, I can use my experience in own-
ing an architecture firm to assist our community with development projects, large and small. I 
believe inclusivity and transparency should be the goal for moving forward in any Board deci-
sion which affects us all.  

Mike Wurst - Candidate for Secretary 
Hello Hillsmere Residents!  My name is Mike Wurst and I have held the position of HSIA Secre-
tary since June of 2017.  My wife and I have lived in Hillsmere since 2007, and we have 4 young 
children, with the oldest attending Hillsmere Elementary.  We thoroughly enjoy what this com-
munity has to offer.  I have decided to run for re-election to continue to help the community 
work together to maintain and improve our amenities.  I look forward to working with the next 
Board to continue to make Hillsmere a community we are all proud of.  My immediate goal in 
the next term would be to improve on our community outreach and overall knowledge of 
HSIA.  We have numerous residents that, after many years (thank you!), have decided to pass 
the baton to some new faces.  As a result, we have had some new folks stepping forward 
(thank you!), but we need to continue to build strong committees, while at the same time, 
reaching out to new residents.   I am always open to suggestions, ideas, and even general com-
ments to improve on things.  I thank you for your continued support.  

Michael Waters - Candidate for President 
I was recently appointed to fill the remainder of Mike Penn’s position when he stepped down 
as President.  I now offer myself as President for two years.  

My wife Jane and I raised our two children here and have chosen to stay for our retirement.  It 
is a special place that we appreciate more each year.  Curiously, serving on the Board has 

(Continued from page 12) 

(Continued on page 14) 
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helped grow that appreciation as we have meet more neighbors and expanded our network of 
friends.  

My background includes an engineering degree from the Naval Academy, graduate degree 
from the Robert H. Smith School of Business in College Park, and thirty years working with in-
dependent software vendors supporting large mainframe projects.  

If elected I will work toward being an effective steward and uphold the community’s cove-
nants, charter, and bylaws in the most inclusive manner I can.  Along with prudent finances, it is 
important to manage the environment that surrounds us.  I fully support projects that improve 
the natural aesthetics of our common areas and provide recreational opportunities for children 
and adults alike.  

I hope to serve you and thank you for your consideration. 

(Continued from page 13) 
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Riverkeeper Report 
 ~ Jesse Iliff, Hillsmere Resident & SRF Riverkeeper 

Living on the Annapolis Neck, many of us think about development along Forest Drive from 
time to time. New stores and new neighbors can often bring new records for traffic jams and 
mud pollution. To address the pollution issue, your South Riverkeeper has been working with 
leaders of the Severn and Magothy River Association to cultivate popular support for enhanced 
stabilization of soil on construction sites. 

We have one simple message: EXPOSED SOIL = POLLUTION. 

As many know, plain old dirt is the number one pollutant to the South River. When it rains, ex-
posed dirt washes into the River, exacerbating the problem. Now, Anne Arundel County and 
the State of Maryland have known this truth for some time. That is why it is already the law of 
the land for any construction site with a backfilled foundation to cover all exposed soil within a 
week. The problem is, Anne Arundel County has almost twice as many active grading permits as 
the next-highest county in the State. Our grading inspectors have more than three times the 
number of permitted work sites to inspect as the second highest county in the State. Clearly, 
the more citizens are informed about the sediment and erosion control laws, the better we can 
help the County enforce them. One way to show the County you support reducing construction 
site pollution is to sign this petition https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/8FHNQR9.  

Another way to support the effort is to keep your eye out on your commute. When the 
Parkside Preserve project opens up at the end of Hillsmere Drive, or if Crystal Spring is ever 
built, or Rocky Gorge, or the K. Hovnanian project on Spa Rd. begins a new phase, and you see 

exposed dirt a week after a foundation is 
in, that’s illegal. Let your Riverkeeper 
know. The County has a free app, called 
“311” that you can report directly to as 
well, and include a picture from your 
phone. Together we can weather the de-
velopment storm and keep the South River 
clean. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/8FHNQR9
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Members of the Hillsmere Garden Club recently took a bus trip to the Ladew Topiary Gardens in 
Monkton, MD, where members toured the home of Harvey S. Ladew and the surrounding gar-
dens. 

As we toured the home with its overarching hunt theme, our tour guide had us imagining what 
it would be like to live Mr. Ladew’s life. He never had a paid job since he somehow “selected” 
very wealthy parents. His life consisted of hunting at sites around Europe and the United 

States.  After he found and purchased 
his home, Pleasant Valley Farm, he 
made numerous additions to it, as well 
as designed and developed the myriad 
gardens surrounding it.  

Club members explored the gardens: 
Woodland, Berry, Pink, Rose, Keyhole, 
Water Lily … (the list goes on).  Since 
the tour guide suggested that there 
was a joke in the Garden of Eden, we 
looked behind the statue of Adam and 
Eve to discover that as Eve pressed the 
apple to Adam’s chest, a peek behind 
Adam showed him hiding 3 apples!  

(Continued on page 17) 

Garden Club 
 ~ Leigh Gruber, Administrative Assistant 

One enters the Manor House driveway in the middle of a “fox chase”. The fox is 
on the other side of the road!  Photo credit to L. Gruber 
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The next meeting will be on November 28. 
Note that this meeting is on the fourth 
Wednesday so very close to December! At 
that meeting we will refresh wreaths for dis-
play near the entrance to Quiet Waters Park 
and the entrance to Hillsmere, as well as cre-
ate ornaments to decorate the Maryland 
Seashore themed tree for the Eastport/
Annapolis Neck Library. The meeting starts 
at 12:30 with a social gathering. At 1:00 there 
will be a short business meeting followed by 
ornament making. Refreshments suitable for 
lunch will be served. 

(Continued from page 16) 

Topiary extends out to the far reaches of the estate property. 
Sometimes imagination is needed. The peacock and snowman (far 
right) are easily recognizable. Photo credit to L. Gruber 

Club members (L-R) Myrna Dobbs, Dottie Wright, Carol Owen, Leigh 
Gruber, and Kathy Dinin stand in front of the home and topiary in the 
process of being shaped up. Photo credit to P. Mattingley 

(L-R) Lauren (daughter of Doris Ratti), Ruth Bowen, and Doris Ratti. 
Photo credit to L. Gruber 

Jean Koehler and Nan Lodor take a moment at the end of the day. 
Photo credit to L. Gruber 
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Community Pool Budget continued on page 18 



20 

 

Community Pool Budget continued from page 17 
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Special Tax Budget continued on page 21 
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Special Tax Budget continued from page 20 

Hillsmere Resident 
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Sunset Ramp Reconstruction 
HSIA’s application for a Special Exception Permit and related Variances for the reconstruction 
of the Sunset Drive Boat Ramp was filed with Anne Arundel County. A hearing on the applica-
tion, originally scheduled for Thursday, October 11th, 2018, has been rescheduled to Thursday, No-
vember 29th at 10:00 a.m. in the County Council Chambers, First Floor of the Arundel Center, 44 
Calvert Street, Annapolis. Residents are encouraged to attend the hearing to show your sup-
port for this project. 

Sunset Ramp Kayak Racks 
After months of review, AACo finally 
granted HSIA a permit for the construc-
tion of new kayak racks at the Sunset 
ramp. This Eagle Scout project was 
scheduled for construction on Sunday 
October 21, to create 18 new racks, while 
eliminating 6 existing racks. Many 
thanks to Scout Michael Chiodo (see 
photo) for this project! There is a Kayak 
Rack Waiting List, and the new spots will 
be offered to those on the Waiting List. 

Winter Is Coming! 
Marina water and pump out systems will be shut down and winterized before the first hard 
freeze, probably in mid-November. The Port-a-Potty was removed on October 29th. In early De-
cember, ice-eaters will once again be placed throughout the Marina and ramp slips. Once again, 
expect a call for volunteers to accomplish this task. As always, many hands make light work. 

If you are leaving your boat in the water at the marina this winter, please: 
 Make sure your boat is properly moored, using extra lines and chafing guards as necessary. 
 Check your boat often, especially after ice and snow events. 
 Do not use unattended space heaters in your boat. 
 Make sure your boat is properly winterized! 

Winter Slips 
All slip holders are requested to notify the Slips Committee about plans for your boat this fall/

(Continued on page 25) 

Piers & Harbors News 
 ~ Steve Vanderbosch, P&H Chair 
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winter. This will help us determine ice-eater locations, and make some bulkhead slips available 
to A and C Dock slip holders remaining in the Marina for the winter. If you will be removing your 
boat for the off-season, please email your intentions to the Slips Committee at mari-
naslips@hillsmereshores.net. Please include your name, slip number, approximate date out and 
approximate date returning. Thank you! if you have already emailed your intentions. 

For A Dock and C Dock slip holders who plan on remaining in the Marina for the winter, you 
may request a bulkhead Winter Slip by emailing the Slips Committee at mari-
naslips@hillsmereshores.net. If you are a current bulkhead slip holder and will remain in the 
Marina, you need not do anything. You will keep your slip as assigned. 

Winter Slip assignments are temporary, and Winter Slips must be vacated by March 15, 2019, or 
sooner if requested by the permanent slip holder. Failure to remove your boat from a tempo-
rary Winter Slip assignment may result in transient charges of $1/foot/day beginning April 1, 
2019. 

Marina Operations 
Channel Markers. In mid-September one of the two green, day-shape channel markers (#3) at 
the entrance to Duvall Creek collapsed across the channel. DNR responded and placed a hazard 
buoy at the location of the collapsed piling, and placed a new green floating buoy to mark a 
safe passage channel. These steel-piling channel markers were installed in 1987. Due to safety 
and costs issues, DNR will not replace the pilings, but will instead remove them both (hopefully 
by the end of the year) and replace them with floating buoys to mark the channel. If the boat-
ing communities in Duvall Creek wish to take over responsibility for the channel markers, includ-
ing the costs of installation and maintenance, DNR will cooperate in allowing the two channel 
markers to be replaced with day shapes on wooden pilings, which could even include an Osprey 
platform. This is under review. 

Debris. After the huge Marina cleanup in early August, debris from the Conowingo Dam flushing 
continued to litter Hillsmere Shores throughout August, and 
was periodically hauled away by our contractor. The quantity of 
debris increased again in mid-September after another dam(n) 
flush. At no cost to HSIA, AACo provided a full-sized dumpster 
for debris disposal, which was delivered to the Marina on Octo-
ber 5th, and removed on October 8th. The dumpster was com-
pletely filled with debris from both the Beach and mostly the 
Marina, including a 33-foot tree from the Marina and logs of 2-
foot diameter from the Beach. AACo reported that the debris 
weighed 5.28 tons! Thanks to everyone who helped throughout 
the summer with removing debris from Marina waters and rip 
rap. The flow of debris has now subsided and will hopefully not 
recur. 

Lights. We are experimenting using solar-powered LED lights at 
the Marina. These are low-cost, motion-sensitive lights, placed 
on the first few street lamps, and at locations on the Sand Spit 

(Continued from page 24) 

(Continued on page 26) 

mailto:marinaslips@hillsmereshores.net
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and main dock. If they prove effective, we may consider them in the future to supplement and/
or replace traditional electric-powered lights at the Marina and Boat Ramps. 

Boat Lifts 
The P&H Committee will be soliciting bids/proposals from boat lift providers for the purchase 
and installation of 10,000 pound, low-profile boat lifts in 4 or 5 (up to 8) slips  on C-Dock. The 
lifts will accommodate power boats of 25 feet or less. Letters of Intent will be solicited from slip 
holders interested in leasing a boat lift slip. If you are interested and either have not been con-
tacted or are not on the list, please send an email to marina@hillsmereshores.net.  

Boat Park 
A resident reported that his trailer was missing from the Boat Park and was apparently stolen. A 
report was filed with AACo Police.  

There are approximately 15 parking spaces available in the Boat Park, and offers will once again 
be going out to everyone on the Boat Park Wait List. The general scheme is larger boats (2-axle 
trailers) on the left side and back, and smaller boats (1-axle trailers) on the right. It is essential 
that trailers be parked as close as possible, and parked at an angle toward the entrance of the 
Boat Park to allow more maneuvering room.  

If more storage space is needed, a limited number of boats and trailers will be allowed to park 
at the upper portion of the Beach Drive Boat Ramp for the winter, generally December through 
March, at the rate of $20/month. If interested in this option, please contact mari-
na@hillsmereshores.org.  

P&H Meeting Time and Place 
The P&H monthly meetings are normally held on the second Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. in 
the Key School Science & Library Center (the building closest to Carroll Drive), Room 102. All slip 
holders, ramp key holders, Wait Listers, Kayakers, Boat Parkers, etc. are encouraged to attend.  

(Continued from page 25) 

Personal Ad 
  For Sale: Stranded wire, various gauges & colors. Make offer. Don Johnson, 410-268-0248  

mailto:marina@hillsmereshores.net
mailto:marina@hillsmereshores.org
mailto:marina@hillsmereshores.org
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Interested in advertising in  
the Sea Breeze?  

Contact seabreeze@hillsmereshores.net for rates. 

the SEA BREEZE 
Published by: the Hillsmere Shores Improvement Association (HSIA) 

P.O. Box 3485, Annapolis, MD 21403 
www.hillsmereshores.org 

Editor: Kelly Ann Pavkov  [seabreeze@hillsmereshores.net] 
Administrator:  Jean Somers  [admin@hillsmereshores.net] 

Treasurer’s Assistant:  Jim Schwallenberg 
HSIA Service and Information:  410-263-4456 (24-hour voicemail) 

HSIA FAX Number:  410-267-6510 

2018 BOARD MEETINGS - 7:00 p.m. 
Jan 25 April 26 July 26 Oct 25 
Feb 22 May 31 Aug 30 Nov 29 
Mar 29 June 28 Sep 27 Dec 20 

2018 GENERAL MEETINGS - 7:00 p.m. 
 January 11 May 10 September 13 
 March 8 July 12 November 8 

BOARD of DIRECTORS 2018-19 

Marilyn Carpenter 410-263-4456 
Robin Clark Eilenberg  410-263-4456 

Claire Corcoran 443-263-4456 

Brian Gallagher 410-263-4456 

Ray Sullivan 410-263-4456 
Teresa Sutherland 410-263-4456 

Steve Vanderbosch 410-263-4456 

OFFICERS 2017-18 

President Mike Waters 410-263-4456 
Vice President Dave Miles 410-263-4456 
Secretary Mike Wurst 410-263-4456 
Treasurer Gene Gross 410-263-4456 

CHAIRPERSONS 
Beach Marilyn Carpenter 410-263-4456 x2 
Building Permits Dave Miles 410-263-4456 x1 
Budget Gene Gross 410-263-4456 
Bylaws Mike Wurst 410-263-4456 
Communication K. Pavkov & M. Wurst 410-263-4456 x1 
Community Club House P. Barnes, J. Brew, M. Morlock 410-263-4456 x1 
Entertainment Nuala O’Leary 410-263-4456 x4 
Environmental Kevin Green 410-263-4456 
Historian Julie Crudele 410-263-4456 x1 
Membership Jean Somers 410-263-4456 x1 
Nominations Kate Brew 410-263-4456 x1 
Piers & Harbors Steve Vanderbosch 410-263-4456 x1 
Pool Brooke George & Kate Brew 410-263-4456 x7 
Security & Traffic Matt Franz 410-263-4456 x6 
Volunteer Coordinator VACANT 410-263-4456 x1 
Web Master Kelly Ann Pavkov 410-263-4456 x1 
Welcoming Kathy McFadden 410-330-8432 
Zoning & Covenants Claire Corcoran 410-263-4456 
Key School Liasion Irfan Latimer 443-321-7811 
ANPF Representative Ray Sullivan 410-263-4456  
   

COMMUNITY FACILITIES and LOCAL CONTACT INFORMATION 
Beach Picnic Area Reservations 410-263-4456 x2 
Boat Ramp Keys & Boat Slip Assignments 410-263-4456 
Guest Parking Passes 410-263-4456 
Hillsmere Car & Boat Trailer Stickers 410-263-4456 
Hillsmere Garden Club  410-268-5975  
Hillsmere Swim Team 443-336-8432 
County Community Services Specialist 410-222-1242 
Animal Control 410-222-8900 
Recycling Information & Bulk Trash Pick Up 410-222-6100 

Babysitter/Mother’s Helper 

Ady Age  16 410-980-5210 

Ella Age 13 410-533-8442 

Emily Age 14 410-570-9127 

Grace Age 16 410-353-4983 

Kate Age 17 443-995-7133 

Katie Age 13 410-268-2686 

Keira Age 16 410-507-9143 

Sara Age 16 443-569-1722 

Taylor Age 15 410-991-7498  

Tessa Age 13 443-905-6017 

Linda Adult 443-822-7956 

Pet Sitter/Dog Walker 

Katie Age 13 410-268-2686 

Emily Age 14 410-570-9127 

Kate Age 17 443-995-7133 

Eliza Age 16 443-822-4995 

Malin Age 17 443-883-6407  

Cheryl Adult 410-353-2066 

Alexis Adult 410-980-0751 

Elaine Adult 443-822-6035 

Linda Adult 443-822-7956 

Shondra Adult 240-578-9221 

Earl Adult 410-570-1894 

Mary Ellen Adult 410-212-5744 

Yard Work/Odd Jobs 

Patrick Adult 410-263-2058 

Service provider lists updated May 2017. 

Please contact the Sea Breeze editor at 
seabreeze@hillsmereshores.net to update 
our service provider lists. HSIA provides 
these names as a courtesy to our residents 
who provide or require these services.  
HSIA encourages residents to obtain 
references when hiring any service 
provider or contractor to work in your 
home. 

mailto:seabreeze@hillsmereshores.net
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