Tryon Downtown Development Association
PO Box 182
Tryon, NC 28782

www.downtowntryon.org
828-859-6484
jamie@downtowntryon.org

TDDA Board of Directors, FY 18-19
Scott Hooper, President
Michael Baughman, Vice
President
Kim Karaman, Treasurer
Anne Day, Secretary
Meshelle Colvin
Gordon Hamilton
Dulcinea Juenger
Audrey Kendrick

Crystal Laughter
Wanda May
Ashley Menetre
Penny Padgett
Jessica Phillips
Allison O’Steen
Linda Lee Reynolds
Kevin Sturm
Dean Trakas

Tryon
Downtown
Development Association
Annual Report 2018-2019

Thank you to our
Program Funding Partners

Tryon is amazing! There is an energy in our awesome little town that is both magnetic and contagious and
I am thrilled to be a part of the work we are doing to improve on what we already love about this place.
TDDA continues to be an active force in sustaining that energy with the improvement of Downtown Tryon.
Our successes are realized and enabled by our close partnerships with the Town of Tryon government and the
Polk County Community Foundation in addition to the collaboration with our local businesses, nonprofits and
residents. This annual report is just a snapshot of the work we’ve done this year. Some highlights of the past
year include:
•
•
•
•
•

The growth of 4th Fridays as an important monthly event for downtown retailers to generate new visitors
and additional sales.
Collaboration with local arts organizations and the Town of Tryon to develop the Public Art Advisory
Committee.
TDDA and the Town of Tryon was validated for the third straight year as a Nationally Accredited Main Street
Program.
Celebrating our DOWNTOWN Equestrian heritage by hosting Tryon Horse Heritage Week and the Tryon
Horse Heritage Parade.
Beautifying downtown with flowers thanks to partnerships with the Town of Tryon, Polk County High School
FFA, Tryon Garden Club, Green Blades Garden Club and Daffy Jills Garden Club.

We’re looking forward to what the future brings as we continue on our successes and further improve the
community we all love!
Go TEAM TRYON!
Scott Hooper
TDDA President

Sources of Revenue - 2018-2019
Our dollars go to...
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Learning & Sharing

Beautification projects
Special events
Advertising / promotion of downtown and local events
Creating a go-to location for potential new businesses in
the TDDA office
Community Events and outreach
Business assistance
General administrative expenses
In 2018, TDDA received $10,000 from Polk County
Community Foundation to attend the AARP Livable
Communities Conference, North Carolina Main Street
Conference and National Main Street Conferences

NEW Businesses Downtown: July 2018 - May 2019

In 2018, TDDA received $10,000 from Polk County Community
Foundation to attend the AARP Livable Communities
Conference, North Carolina Main Street Conference and
National Main Street Conferences. We brought back many new
ideas and met many future partners for downtown development
in Tryon. TDDA continues to share our downtown revitalization
story any chance we get! When we attend these conferences
many communities see Tryon as an example for what works in
small town revitalization!

The Carriage Stop / Trade Street Trading Co.
Tryon Creamery
Cafe La Gaule
Cassidy’s Hair Studio

Arts = Economic Development

Events from 2018-2019
Farm to Trade Street, Presented by New View Realty
Held June 24, 2018 attendees were served a multi-course meal, stretched over 300 feet down Trade Street in downtown.
Food is contributed by local farms, prepared by local restaurants and caterers, and served by the Polk County High
School Band.
Tryon Halloween Stroll
An annual tradition, children and families trick-or-treated at businesses along Trade Street, ending with a costume
contest in downtown Tryon.
Tryon Beer Fest, Presented by New View Realty
Celebrating its 7th year in 2018, the Tryon Beer Fest once again brought the brews and fun.
Tryon Christmas Stroll
Downtown Tryon filled with live music, including tuba players, dance groups, roving carolers and more. Shops welcomed
the holiday season with a traditional favorite event.
Tryon Midnight
The annual new year’s celebration, funded by a Free Community Events Grant by the Polk County Community
Foundation. Special Edition played hit songs, while Andy Millard and Dean Trakas did the annual ball drop... twice! The
event was 100% free, including food, activities and new years items. The 2018 New Year’s celebration featured a special
recognition of the late Jim Jackson by singing his favorite song at the second ball drop. At the very first Tryon Midnight,
Jim Jackson was late for the ball drop, starting the tradition of multiple drops every year!

4th Fridays became a huge success this year. Started in summer of 2018 due
to sidewalk construction hurting needed summer traffic, 4th Fridays were born.
Capitalizing on events already happening downtown like the Friday Night Wine
Tasting, Carri Bass Gallery shows and movies at Tryon Theatre, 4th Fridays have
made downtown Tryon the place to be!
Two 4th Friday events raised funds for Trevor Arrowood, the son of Tryon Police
Chief Jeff Arrowood who was diagnosed with a rare form of cancer last year at
22 years old. Those events raised over $5000 to help with his medical expenses.
Other successful 4th Fridays included the Chocolate Stroll - a ticketed event in
February that raised funds for future 4th Friday advertisements, Ladies Night in March which drew a huge crowd, and
coming in July will be a ticketed sip and stroll fundraiser for TDDA.

A Livable Downtown

The arts make up an enormous part of Tryon’s economic vitality. The arts are thriving
in Tryon and TDDA recognizes that the thriving arts are a major factor in our thriving
downtown. As an arts community, we can improve our atmosphere through creative
placemaking and activating arts in our public spaces.
TDDA’s focus in 2018-2019, was initiating a process for public art to be cultivated in
Downtown Tryon. We formed the Public Art Advisory Committee in partnership with the
Town of Tryon. This committee includes representation from our visual arts organizations.
The PAAC will be a place to form ideas and establish policies for maintenance and
curating public art.
The designation of the Nina Simone Birthplace as a National Treasure put Tryon on a
national platform for potential artistic expression. TDDA, among our local arts organizations
participated in the visioning process alongside state and national representatives from
art, culture, and African American Heritage organizations to find the best use of this
national treasure.

TDDA is planning for the long-term strategic direction of
downtown through our Livability Committee. We know
downtown housing benefits the local economy so TDDA
is taking an in-depth look at properties near downtown to
determine what is the best use for our local community
based on the World Health Organization’s 8 domains of
Livability:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Outdoor Spaces and Buildings
Transportation
Housing
Social Participation
Respect and Social Inclusion
Civic Participation and Employment
Communication and Information
Community and Health Services

Keeping Our Equestrian Heritage
TDDA worked with the Town of Tryon to beautify downtown prior
to the World Equestrian Games. We planted flowers and made sure
downtown was as beautiful as ever before welcoming the world. The
projects we completed in preparation for WEG were beneficial for
the long-term success of our downtown.
To celebrate our equestrian history in Tryon, TDDA partnered
with the Tryon Riding & Hunt Club to welcome their return to
Harmon Field with the Traditionally Tryon Horse Show. Upon the
announcement of the Blockhouse Steeplechase being postponed
this year, TDDA stepped in to host a downtown block party with
tailgating to bring the celebration to Trade Street. Preceding the
Harmon Field Horse Show, TDDA hosted the Tryon Horse Heritage Parade, filled with horses,
hounds and a “parade” version of Morris the Tryon Horse that was constructed for the parade
by local artisans Fred Herres and Barney Eiserloh. The cost of the Parade Morris was covered
generously by the Tryon Riding & Hunt Club.

