
HAWAII STATE LIBRARY 
~National N~ENCE MAGAZINE 

~& Opportuni.tiw1 ~efi~hdar 

Local 
News 

President's Message 
Aloha HMA members, 

We are planning a conference for May 14 and 15, 2009. The 
conference will be in Hawai'i Volcanoes National Park, on the 
edge of Kilauea Crater, at Kilauea Military Camp. This is fol
lowing another trend over the years to hold every other confer
ence on a neighbor island. 

We've picked a theme and we couldn't help but be influ
enced by the perilous times we are living through right now, so 
we're calling this conference "Thriving on the Brink: 
Succeeding in Difficult Times." We hope that by the time the 
conference comes around we will all have success stories to tell, 
and we will be looking back at October 2008 as nothing more 
than an extended Halloween with scarier monsters than usual. 

We're planning sessions on Hawai'i Island success stmies, 
greening your museum, practical tips for survival, the challenges 
of statehood, and digital preservation. We hope to integrate 
some field trips to nearby sites-to the plume at Halema'uma' u 
and through the Hawai'i Volcanoes National Parks collections
into the conference days, and offer some good pre and post-con
ference workshops and field trips as well. 

This should be a good, low-cost way to get quality profes
sional development for you and your staff, and visit a truly . 
exciting part of the world that is right in your own back yard. 
Save the date for now and look for details on registering in the 
next issue of Niihou. 

Aloha HMA members, 
Peter Van Dyke 

Save the Dates for HMA 
Franklin S. Odo, Director, Asian Pacific American Program, 
Smithsonian Institution, will be presenting a lecture on "The 
Smithsonian Institution: Hawai 'i Connections." Friday, April 
24, 2007, 6:00-7:30 p.m. Bishop Museum, Paki Conference 
Room. 

May 13-Pre-conference Workshop 
May 14-15-HMA Conference: Thriving on the Brink: 
Succeeding in D{fficult Times 
May 16-Post-conference Field Trips & Workshop 
Kilauea Military Camp, Hawai 'i Volcanoes National Park, HI 
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Guide to Hawai'i Museums & 
Cultural Attractions Available 

The full color, fold-out brochure is available to HMA mem
ber institutions with listings for 97 museums throughout 
Hawai 'i. The brochure includes hours of operation, admissions, 
location, and contact information. HMA members are highlight
ed. Interested institutions may contact Tory Laitila at 
tlaitila@honolulu.gov or 808-768-4105 to make arrangements. 

Preserving Your Digital Memories 
What do computer files, email, digital photos, CDs, and 

DVDs have in common? They are perhaps the most fragile of all 
materials stored in collections and require the most ongoing 
care. Preserving a book or photograph, if kept dry and safe, will 
still be there 50 years later, but digital files have a number of 
issues and without care, they 'll be gone. 

In a recent survey cited in USA Today, only 57% of respon
dents backed up their data. Establishing a backup system for 
computer files, personal photographs, and other media are 
copied on a regular basis to CDS, DVDs, or an external hard 
drive is the most basic task. Make more than one copy of digital 
files to store in different physical locations. 

Throughout history, letters provided important perspective to 
historical and personal events. Emails today are most often used 
in replacement for letters and, if not preserved, are an important 
gap in future understanding of events and family resources. At 
the very least, important emails should be printed and filed, if 
not saved digitally with the header information. 

CDs, DVDs, camera memory devices, and computer hard 
drives all have pitfalls with many failing within a few years. 
Many digital photos require specific hardware and software to 
view them and it is important to migrate files to the latest stor
age media using widely available formats. For important digital 
photographs, hard copies with archive-quality ink and paper are 
also options for preservation. 

With the vast amount of digital material in our modern lives, 
finding files and documents becomes a challenge unless the time 
is taken to properly organize, file, and save documents, photo
graphs, music, video, and emails. Descriptive keywords and 
descriptive labels will help organize and retrieve digital materi
als whether they are digital photographs, videos, or music . 
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• LOCAL NEWS 

Disaster Preparedness: Do You Know What to Do? 
After a busy year of Force, with support from the Field Guide to Emergency 118 page pdf publication that 

National Disasters, it brings Institute of Museum and Response at https://www. lists 1,725 grants of $5000 or 
home the vulnerability of all of Library Services and the heritagepreservation.org/pubs/ more for public, academic, 
us to disasters whether they are National Endowment for the fgforms.htm research, school, and special 
hurricanes, tsunamis, earth- Arts. The free online version libraries, as well as archives 
quakes, fires, floods, or of the Navigation Guide will Gu_ide to Navigating FEMA and museums for activities 
vandalism and theft. Anytime be periodically updated at and SBA Disaster Aid for related to conservation and 
is a good time to make or www.heritagepreservation.org. Cultural Institutions is preservation. A collaborative 
revise existing plans and invaluable to have on hand in project of the Library of 
provide staff and volunteer Coping with Water Damage those critical days after any Congress and the Foundation 
training. The following are a is a 10-minute video from the disaster and available at Center. http://www.loc.gov/ 
number of resources available Field Guide to Emergency http://www.heritagepreserva- preserv/foundtn-grants.html 
to institutions, collectors, and Response and is available at tion .org/federal/Index .html 
individuals that can be down- http://www. Check back periodically over 
loaded at no cost. heritagepreservation.org/ Before and After Disasters: the year by visiting the 

Heritage Preservation has PDFS/Disaster.pdf Federal Funding for Heritage Emergency National 
published the Guide to Cultural Institutions is a 36 Task Force website at www. 
Navigating Federal Save Your Treasures the page pdf publication at heritagepreservation.org for 
Emergency Management Right Way guides you through http://www.heritageprese1va- updates to the Heritage 
Agency and Small Business the first steps following a tion.org/PDFS/Disaster.pdf Emergency Task Force, a 
Administration Disaster Aid disaster at http://www. partnership of 40 national serv-
for Cultural Institutions. This heri tagepreservation.org/ The American Institute for ice organizations and federal 
booklet is designed specifically programs/SaveTreasuresRight Conservation of Historic and agencies created to protect 
to help museums, libraries, Way.htm Artistic Works has a trained a cultural heritage from the 
archives, historic properties team of responders ready to damaging effects of natural 
and sites, and arts organiza- Emergency Response and help assess damage. Call the disasters and other emergen-
tions obtain the funding they Salvage Wheel can be pur- 24-hour hotline for assis- cies. The Task Force was 
need to recover from major chased through the Heritage tance: 202-661-8068. founded in 1995 and is co-
disasters. Heritage Preservation Emergency Task Force and sponsored by Heritage 
is providing this booklet on download other aids including Foundation Grants for Preservation and the Federal 
behalf of the Heritage assessment forms and emer- Preservation in Libraries, Emergency Management 
Emergency National Task gency supply lists from the Archives, and Museums is a Agency (FEMA). 

Federal Agencies Collaborate on Guidelines for Digitization 
Digital preservation cannot be addressed by a single institu

tion or nation. Libraries, archives and other memory institutions 
share this challenge with each other and with individual collec
tors and creators. 

The Library of Congress, with a dozen federal agencies, has 
launched an initiative to establish guidelines for digitizing histori
cal materials, including books, manuscripts, maps, photographic 
prints and negatives, and sound and video recordings. The guide
lines are based on collaborative research and combined experi-

■ 

ence and will address issues related to the complex activities 
involved in the digitization of cultural heritage items. 

Two working groups are meeting regularly and updating the 
Web site to address content that can be captured in still images 
and focus on sound, video, and motion-picture content. This col
laborative effort initially formed under the auspices of the 
National Digital Information Infrastructure and Preservation 
Program. The Federal Digitization Guidelines Web Site is 
http://digitizationguidelines.gov/ 

■ 



• NATIONAL NEWS 

Conferences 
& Seminars 
February 22-24, 2009 

Small Museum 
Association 
25th Annual Conference 
Ocean City, Mary land 

Sessions will focus on the use 
of technology in a small muse
um setting in five broad areas 
including marketing/develop
ment, curatorial, education, 
museum boards, and volun

teers. www.smallmuseum.org 

April 30 - May 4, 2009 

The Museum 
Experiment: 
103rd Annual AAM Meeting & 
MuseumExpo 

Join your vibrant communi
ty of museum professionals in 
the original city of experimen
tation, Philadelphia. The 103rd 
Annual Meeting & Museum
ExpoTM will bring together the 
sharpest thinkers within and 
outside the field to explore the 
theme: The Museum 
Experiment. With each genera
tion, museum professionals in 
the United States seek to rede
fine the word "museum" and 
determine anew our responsi
bilities to the society we serve. 
While we continue to ask the 
same questions as our prede
cessors: 
- What should the museum 
be? 
- How should it best do its 
work? 
- Whom should it serve? 
The answers change, some
times subtly, sometimes overt
ly, with each generation. 

Museums are unfinished, 
ever-changing. We continue to 
learn along with our visitors, 
our communities and society. 
Museums are a grand and con
tinuous experiment in educat
ing, engaging and inspiring 
people of every age and back-
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ground. Through experimenta
tion, innovation and risk-taking 
museums continue to refine the 
core values that are key to suc
cess - being relevant, respon
sive and real. 
www.aam-us.org 

October 25 - 29, 2009 

A Rising Tide: Museums 
Embrace Sustainable 
WMA 2009 Annual Meeting 
San Diego, California 
Request for Session & 
Workshop Proposals 
October 31, 2008 deadline 

The headquarters hotel for 
the annual meeting is the 
Catamaran Resort Hotel and 
Spa in San Diego. 

The annual meeting is 
planned and organized by a 
group of your peers from with
in and outside the WMA. All 
annual meeting sessions are 
proposed from the field and are 
reviewed by a Program 
Committee comprised of about 
25 professionals representing 
diverse museums and other 
organizations from throughout 
the region. The Program 
Committee is interested in ses
sions that address a wide range 
of subjects and the needs of 
our museum community-large 
or small, urban or rural, old or 
new. 

The good news is that a ris
ing tide lifts all boats. We all 
benefit when we share and 
learn together - come get lifted 
with your colleagues in San 
Diego! www.westmuse.org 

IMLS Grant 
Deadlines 
December 1, 2008 
Conservation Assessment 
Program 

becember 15, 2008 
Laura Bush 21st Century 
Librarian Program 

January 30, 2009 
Coming Up Taller 

February l, 2009 
National Leadership Grants 

March 18, 2009 
Advancing Knowledge: The 
IMLS/NEH Digital 
Partnership 

April I, 2009 
Native American/Native 
Hawaiian Museum Services 
Program 

May 15 
Native Hawaiian Library 

· Services 
For more information on these 
programs and applications: 
www.imls.gov 

May 20, 2009 
Save America's Treasures 

NEH Grant 
Deadlines 
January 28, 2209 
America's Historical & 
Cultural Organizations: 
Planning & Implementation 
Grants 
America's Media Makers: 
Development & Production 
Grants 
Interpreting Amercia's 
Historic Places: Planning & 
Implementation Grants. 

www.neh.gov 

Other Grants 
February 15 
AAM Museum Assessment 

Program. www.aam-us.org 
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• NEHAwards 
In August, the National 

Endowment for the Humanities 
(NEH) announced $27.6 mil
lion dollars in grant awards and 
offers to 222 successful 
applicants including two in 
Hawai 'i. 

"The mission of the 
Endowment is to encourage 
lifelong learning in the 
humanities," said NEH 
Chairman Bruce Cole. "Each 
project receiving support today 
will further that mission by 
helping our nation 's citizens 
gain insight to the ideas and 
events that inspire us all." 

The funding will help 
institutions improve and secure 
long-term support for their 
humanities programs and 
resources; enrich humanities 
education; support educators' 
professional development; and 
help scholars use digital tools 
to enhance scholarship and 
make humanities resources 
more accessible. 

The two awardees in 
Hawai'i received a combined 
total of $233,590. $150,000 
goes towards the East-West 
Center under the Landmarks of 
American History program for 
the "Pearl Harbor: History, 
Memory, Memorial" project. 
The project director is Namji 
Steinemann. 

The second award of 
$66,090 plus a $17,500 match
ing award goes to the Hawai 'i 
Council for the Humanities 
under the Grants for State 
Humanities Councils. The 
project director is Robert Buss 
for "We the People: Ema lama 
i ka mo 'olelo (Let Us Care for 
the History/Story)" . the project 
features talk story dialogues on 
local and national culture, 
teacher workshops, literature 
and medicine reading and dis
cussion program, and activities 
for the Abraham Lincoln 
Bicentennial. 

T 
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Hawai'i 
Museums 
Association 

P.O. BOX 4125 HONOLULU, HAWAII 96812-4125 

u 

SERIALS UNIT (5/31/2026) 
HAWAII STATE LIBRARY 
478 SOUTH KING ST 
HONOLULU, HI 96813-2994 

Fall/Winter '08-'09 Calendar 
DECEMBER 

1 IMLS Conservation Assessment Program deadline 
15 IMLS Laura Bush 21st c Librarian Program deadline 

JANUARY 

28 Deadlines for NEH Grants 
30 IMLS Coming Up Taller deadline 

FEBRUARY 

1 IMLS National Leadership Grants deadline 
15 AAM Museum Assessment Program deadline 
22-24 Small Museum Association 25th Annual 

Conference, Ocean City, MD 

MARCH 

18 IMLS/NEH Digital Partnership deadline 

APRIL 

1 IMLS Native American/Native Hawaiian Museum 
Services Program deadline 

24 Franklin S. Odo Lecture at Bishop Museum 6-7:30pm 
30-May 4 AAM Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, PA 

14-15 HMA Conference, Hawai 'i Volcanoes National Park HI 
15 Native Hawaiian Library Services Grant deadline 

The Hawai 'i Museums Association is a nonprofit corporation dedicated 
to communication and cooperation among the staffs and supporters of 
Hawai'i's museums. Membership, subject to approval by the HMA 
Board, is open to all individuals, educational institutions, historical 
organizations and museums interested in the growth and development 
of the museum professionals and its activities in the State of Hawai ' i. 
Individual memberships: Students $15 , Out-of-State $20, Single $35 
per year, Dual $65. For institutional rates and applications please refer 
to the website at www.hawaiimuseums.org. For correspondence: 
Hawai'i MuseumsAssociati.on, P.O. Box 4125, Honolulu, Hawai'.i 
96812-4125. 

HMA Board of Directors 
President: Peter Van Dyke 
Vice President: Carol Lovell 
Secretary: Stacy Hoshino 
Treasurer: Celeste Ohta 
Kaua'i Director: Carol Lovell 
Maui Director: Neida Bangerter 
O'ahu Director: Martha McDaniel 
Hawai 'i Director: Peter Yan Dyke 
At Large Directors: 
Kippen de Alba Chu, Matt Mattice, 
Michael Pili Pang, Bronwen Solyom, 
Sharon Tasaka 
Past President: Betty Lou Kam 

WMA Representative: 
Kippen de Alba Chu 

HMA Communications 
Membership Officer: 

E. Tory Laitila 
HMA Webmaster: 

Rich Tully 
Niihou Editor: 

Chris Faye 
HMA List Serve Editor: 

Barbara Dunn 

Nuhou is the quarterly newsletter of the Hawai ' i Museums Association 
which carries articles of professional interest to HMA members. 
Submis·sions to Nuhou are welcome, subject to editing, and _should be 
received c/o HMA at the above address by January 20, April 20, July 
20, and October 20. Photos and artwork are welcome·and encouraged. 
HMA reserves the right to accept, reject and edit all submissions. 


