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INTERPRETING 
AN ISLAND COMMUNITY: 

THE CHALLENGE OF 
TRAINING HAWAII'S TOUR GUIDES 

By Glen Grant 

When Hiram Nihoa, the Hawaiian protagonist in O.A. Bushnell's 
historic novel Ka 'a'awa, prepares to descend the Pali, his attention 
is captured by a young stableboy who is explaining the Battle of 
Nuuanu to a group of young American seamen visiting the port of 
Honolulu. As the stableboy relegates the story of Kamehameha's 
triumphant victory to the balderdash of fancy and insult, the old 
kahu can no longer restrain his anger. "You tell lies!" Nihoa 
snarled at the young Hawaiian. "You know nothing about the olden 
times, you stand here and talk like a schoolmaster full of learning. 
If you do not know the truth about the old days, why do you not 
learn it? Then you could tell these strangers the facts, instead of 
filling them with fables." 

There seems to be an unwritten truth or underlying assumption in 
the art of giving tours that historical or cultural reality is far less 
attractive or enjoyable than conjured fantasy. If you attempt to be 
too authentic when introducing visitors to a new environment, this 
rule states, you are likely to put them to sleep. On the other hand, 
keep the tour airy, the facts wild and loose, and you'll have visitors 
eating out of the palm of your hand. If in doubt, make up the 
facts, is the primary motto in this National Enquirer School of Tour 
Guiding. 

Of course, there are probably many Island Tour Guides who are 
everyday bringing to life the history, culture and human values of 
Hawaii with great skill, integrity and warmth. And probably an 
equal number of guides provide an interpretation of our Island 
community that would rankle the Hiram Nihoa in all of us. The 
difficulty is that from the perspective of the tourist industry, 
museum, historical and cultural associations, volunteer docents, 
educators and concerned citizens, we have no standards by which 
to assess the quality of interpretation currently being given about 
the state by a myriad of greeters, guides or interpreters. Except 
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Accurate retelling of the Battle of 
Nuuanu and other historical events 
is the objective of a new 
interpreters' training program. 

HMA FALL CONFERENCE 

The 1985 Hawaii Museums 
Association fall conference 
will be held in Hilo on 
November 8th and 9th. The 
theme for the conference is "An 
Anatomy of a Museum". Panel 
discussions with museum 
professionals from Hawaii will 
cover six areas of museum 
operations. 

Special sidelights will include 
a catered lunch at Lyman House 
Memorial Museum, tours of the 
Shipman estates both at Keaau 
and Hilo, and brunch at the 
Hilo Yacht Club. Optional tours 
of Waipio Valley, geothermal 
well sites, botanical gardens, 
and a historic walking tour 
will also be offered. Watch for 
further details from HMA. For 
information about the 
conference, contact Leon H. 
Bruno, Lyman House Museum 
director, at 935-5021. 



NUHOU NOTES 

Adrienne Kaeppler now holds the 
title of Chairman, Department 
o! Anthropology, Smithsonian 
Institution. She was formerly 
Curator of Oceanic Ethnology. 
• Betty Long has accepted the 
position of Supervisor of 
Collections at the Contemporary 
Arts Center. The job was 
advertised in the last issue of 
Nuhou ••• Debbie Pope and Glen 
Grant of the Mission Houses-
Museum are off to 
Massachusett's Old Sturbridge 
Village in September, 
reenacting the return of 
missionaries Hiram and Sybil 
Bingham from the Sandwich 
Islands to New England in 1840. 
•• Esther Mookini's new book O 
Na HoloHolona wawae Eha o Ka -
Lama Hawaii, The Four-footed 
Animals of Ka Lama Hawaii, is a 
charming addition to the small 
but growing body of 
Hawaiian/English literature 
available •• • The Waikiki 
Aquarium welcomes three new 
aquarists to its staff: 
Marjorie Awai, Colin Lau and 
Randall Kosaki. The three 
scored highest of all 
applicants in an exhaustive 
examination and interview 
process •.• and, the Hawaii 
Museums Association happily 
accepts the following new 
members: Cheryl Willoughby, 
Hawaii Humane Society;~ 
Sweetapple, Office Support 
Center Coordinator, Bishop 
Museum; Kenneth Kapp, Curator, 
Kauai Museum; Kathy Hoover, 
Manager, Academy Shop, Honolulu 
Academy of Arts. 

Production of Nuhou, including 
typesetting, layout and 
pasteup, is done without cost 
to the Hawaii Museums 
Association, through the 
generous donation of Bishop 
Museum staff time and 
equipment. 

NATIONAL MUSEUM 
ACT DEADLINES 

The National Museum Act, 
administered by the Smithsonian 
Institution, is a technical 
assistance program which makes 
grants for projects that will 
improve museum operations. 
Funds are awarded to museums, 
professional museum-related 
organizations and associations, 
and academic institutions with 
museum-related programs . NMA
funded projects support 
training opportunities for 
museum professionals, research 
that advances knowledge about 
critical museum-related .h 

problems, and activities that 
make technical information 
availible to the field. There 
are no funds for operational 
expenses, and projects must 
benefit the museum profession 
at large. Over the years, about 
half the awards made have been 
in the area of conservation. 

The following deadlines apply 
to the various grant programs 
that will be offered for 1986 
funds: 

Graduate/Professional Education 
and Training: September 14, 
1985. 
Museum Internships: September 
14, 1985. 
Seminars: September 14, 1985. 
Services to the Field: December 
14, 1985. 
Special Studies and Research: 
December 14, 1985 . 
Stipends to Individuals for 
Conservation Studie s : De cembe r 
14, 1985. 

Applicants will be notified by 
January 31, 1986 for the 
September deadline and by April 
30, 1986 for the December 
deadline. Generally projects 
may not start before April 15, 
1986 for the September deadline 
or before July 1, 1986 for the 
December 14 deadline; they 
should, however, begin before 
September 14, 1986. 

To receive application 
materials, please contact the 
National Museum Act, Arts and 
Industries Building, Room 3465, 
Smithsonian Institution, 
Washington, DC 20560 ( :io2-357-
2257). Inquires about the Act 
and the appropriateness of 
project ideas are encouraged. 

N{,!HOU,. the newsle!ter of the Hawaii Museums Association, 
1s published four times a year and carries news about 
or of potential interest to, HMA individual and ' 
organizational members. 

Nuhou HMA Director Betty Long 
Nuhou Production Asst ...... David Kemble 
Nuhou Editor ................ . . Mary Jane Knight 

HMA Officers and Directors 

p .d resi ent ................................ . 
Vice President .......................... . 
Treasurer ································· 
Secretary ................................. . 
Maui Director ........................... . 
Kauai Director ........... .. ............. . 
Hawaii Director ........ . ... . .... . ...... . 
Oahu Directors ...... . ......... . ........ . 

Education Committee Liason ....... . 
Ex-President .............................. 

Mary Mitsuda 
Leon H. Bruno 
Agnes Conrad 
Margaret Schleif 
Muffy Mitchell 
Barnes Riznik 
Leon Bruno 
Harriet Warren 
Janet Ness 
Betty Long 
Marge Boverman 
Bob Schleck 

The Haw~ii Mus~ums Association is a non-profit 
corporation dedicated to communication and cooperation 
among the staffs and supporters of Hawaii's museums. 
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This photograph of the Uewu 
Hospital and its proprietor, Dr. 
Chirin Uesu is included in the 
exhibit. Dr. Uesu practiced at the 
hospital from 1913-1924 when his 
business was sold to Dr. Zenko 
Matayoshi. 

Museum Docents enjoy a gallery 
talk of the exhibit, "The Private 
Japanese Hospital: An Unique 
Social Phenomenon on Hawaii" by 
Leon H. Bruno, Project Director. 

LYMAN HOUSE NEWS 

Lyman House Memorial Museum has 
opened a new exhibit entitled, 
"The Private Japanese Hospital: 
An Unique Social Phenomenon on 
Hawaii." (See story in this 
issue.) 

On June 8th the Museum 
participated in BIORT's (Big 
Island Ocean Recreation and 
Tourism Committee) celebration 
of the "Year of the Ocean." 
Hilo families enjoyed the 
Museum's shell collection 
including hands on examination 
of some of the shells with 
curator, Brian Tanimoto. 

PRIVATE JAPANESE HOSPITALS 

Lyman House Memorial Museum is completing a year long project 
entitled, "The Private Japanese Hospital: An Unique Social 
Phenomenon on Hawaii." Under the direction of Leon H. Bruno, 
Museum Director, the project takes a close look at a unique form 
of medical care provided on the island of Hawaii during the first 
half of the 20th century. The private Japanese hospital owned and 
operated by the attending physician flourished between 1907 and 
1960. 

The project is composed of three major aspects: research, an 
interpretive exhibit of photographs and artifacts and an 

_;, 
accompanying monograph. 

In addition to library and photographic research, a major amount of 
the information was gathered through oral interviews. Constance 
Yoshiyama, Amy Matayoshi, Miyeko Yamane and Leon Bruno 
interviewed families, former employees, patients and friends of 
eleven men who established and practiced medicine, each in his 
own private Japanese hospital. Information gained from these 
interviews became the basis for this project. 

With the research portion of the project completed, the 
interpretive exhibit and the monograph were developed. Designed 
by curator Brian Tanimoto, the exhibit allows the visitor to view a 
waiting room, doctor's office, examining room and hospital ward 
furnished with a collection of artifacts from some of the eleven 
doctors. Artifacts of special interest are a set of Dr. Shosei 
Yamanoha's ivory-handled instruments, as well as his scale for 
measuring drugs to fill prescriptions. Dr. Theodore Tadashi Oto's 
wooden baby incubator will be on view as well as an operating table 
from his hospital. · 

In most cases, viewing the exhibit will be done with few barriers. 
The examining room can be walked through and some of the 
artifacts handled. Visitors will be able to weigh themselves on a 
scale from the 1940's, check their reflexes with a reflex hammer 
and punch a cash register used at Dr. Yamanoha's hospital to 
collect payment for hospitalization which was $1 a day. 

Photographs which in many cases were difficult to locate, 
contribute to a better understanding of the exhibit. Introductory 
panels contain a collection of photographs of nine of the eleven 
hospitals, portraits of the doctors discussed and many family and 
support staff who contributed to the operation of each hospital. 

The monograph written by Leon H. Bruno will accompany the 
exhibit. It is second in a series of Museum publications and will 
provide lasting information on the doctors who are a part of this 
study. The monograph is available for purchase in the Museum gift 
shop at $6.95. 

Funded by the State Foundation on Culture and the Arts, the 
Hawaii Committee for the Humanities and the John M. Ross 
Foundation, the exhibit will be on view through January 1986. 
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DUCKWORTH EXPLAINS 
BISHOP MUSE UM CUTS 

In remarks made to Bishop 
'Museum members at their annual 
meeting in July, Museum 
Director w. Donald Duckworth 
provided an analysis of the 
financial problems, and 
subsequent planning, that led 
to the highly publicized cuts 
in staff and programs at the 
Museum. The following is a 
summary of his talk. 

Bishop Museum has been living 
beyond its means for some time, 
and over the past ten years has 
achieved a balanced budget only 
through the liquidation of 
substantial assets. At the time 
the trustees began a search for 
a new director, they decided 
that this situation could not 
go on. They were candid with 
Duckworth about the magnitude 
of the problem, and the 
deficits. He decided to accept 
the position because, "I felt 
there could hardly be a museum 
more worth working to save than 
Bishop Museum." 

During the past year, the 
Director and staff have 
examined every aspect of tpe 
Museum's activities and 
objectives, developing a 
written strategic and 
operational plan, accompanied 
by a budget. The Board of 
Trustees requested that all 
departments cut their budgets 
by 40%. Using the written plan, 
the decision was made to 
increase the quality and 
quantity of community programs, 
so that the Museum could 
continue to meet its goal of 
increasing public support. All 
cuts were made on a 
programmatic basis, and in no 
way reflect negatively on the 
individuils involved. 

The Museum's goal is to develop 
a base of reliable support for 
daily operations, so that fund
raising can be used to 
strengthen research, exhibits, 
education and other programs. 

CHARITABLE GI FT DEDUCTIONS 

'lolani Palace Director James Pavelle, attended the Annual 
Meeting of the American Association · of Museums in Detroit, 
Michigan June 9-14, 1985. 

The theme of this year's meeting centered upon the opportunities 
and responsibilities facing museums as we approach the twenty
first century. While the overall look was to the more distant 
future, several key areas dealt with the here and now - and next 
year. 

One such area is the Tax Re.form Act of 1984 (Public Law 98-.369 
(96 Stat. 691)), which became effective on January 1, 1985., This 
act, which requires the donor to obtain a qualified appraisal by a 
qualified appraiser, is intended to curb potential abuse by 
taxpayers for the overevaluation of charitable donations. It 
pertains to any donation which meets both of the following 

• • l cntena: 
- It is a gift of property, and 
- The value of an individual item or group of similar items exceeds 
$5,000, or, in the case of non-publicly traded stock, exceeds 
$10,000. 

The other area is also tax related and deals with some of the 
specific features of President Reagan's tax reform proposals that 
are currently being studied by Congress. 

Four items in those proposals that relate directly to charitable 
giving are: 

1. Repeal of the charitable deduction for individual taxpayers who 
do not itemize. While this provision is presently scheduled to 
sunset at the close of 1986, the President's proposal would have 

HISTORIC 11/\W/\II 
FOUNDATION 
ELECTS TRUSTEES 

Trustees of Historic Hawai'i 
Foundation, elected at the 
statewide organization's recent 
annual meeting, are: Peter D. 
Baldwin of Makawao, Maui; Vance 
Borland, Jr., of Manoa, Oahu; 
Kenneth F. Brown of Diamond 
Head, Oahu; Irwin S. Bickerson 
of Kahala, Oahu; Robert M. 
Fujimoto of Hilo, Hawaii; 
Phyllis Kunimura of Koloa, 
Kauai; Arthur C. Tokin of 
Makikiki, Oahu; Jeffery 
Watanabe of Nuuanu, Oahu; and 
Donald Yamada of Hilo, Hawaii. 

They join 23 on-going Trustees 
in guiding the 2,000 member 
organization dedicated to 
historic preservation. 

In related action, the status 
of the Executive Director was 
changed to President to better 
reflect the duties and 
responsibilities of the 
position, held since 1977 by 
Phyllis G. Fox of Makiki. The 
former President of the 
Foundation, Nathaniel R. 
Potter, Jr., of Tantalus, now 
assumes the new title of 
Chairman of the Board, joined 
by other elected 1985-1986 
officers; William S. Richardson 
of Manoa, First Vice Chairman; 
Robert H. Gerrel of Hawaii 
Kai, Second Vice Chairman; 
Frank Brandt of Makiki, 
Secretary; Arthur c. Tokin of 
Makiki, Treasurer; William w. 
Paty, Jr., of Waialua and 
Barbara Mills of Punaluu, 
Executive Committee At-Large. 



this feature terminate at the end of 1985. The end of the 
charitable deduction for non-itemizers is of concern in and of 
itself; however, the gravity is magnified as the percentage of 
taxpayers who will become non-itemizers under the President's 
proposals is expected to increase from 70% to 85%. 

2. Individual income tax rates would be lowered, with the top rate 
set at 35%,. rather than the present top rate of 50% (thereby 
reducing the economic value of charitable deductions). 

. /, 

3. Capital gain exclusion would be lowered, to 50% from the 
present 60% (thereby decreasing the amount of charitable 
deduction for gifts of appreciated long-term capital gain property 
to private foundations and increasing capital gains tax resulting 
from bargain sales). 

4. A provision for the continuation of an alternative minimum tax 
for non-corporate taxpayers, at a rate of 20%. Thirteen 
preference items would be subject to this alternative minimum tax. 
One of the preference items would be caused by the appreciated 
property gift deduction, in that the amount of the charitable 
deduction that is in excess of the donor's basis in the property 
would be subject to the minimum tax. 

There are other features that would have an impact upon the laws 
governing charitable deductions, most of which would serve to 
decrease the benefits to the donor and increase the revenue to the 
government. While the final form of the 1985 tax reform 
legislation is unlikely to be known before the end of the year, it 
would seem prudent to those who are contemplating charitable 
gifts to do so before the end of 1985. 

SFCA 
HUMANITIES PROJECTS 

As part of its Humanities 
Program, the State Foundation 
on Culture and the Arts (SFCA) 
has contracted with the 
Hawaiian Historical Society to 
administer a project featuring 
the compilation of guides to 
historic resources in selected 
sectors of Hawaii's 
agricultural history, resources 
that are located in Hawaii. 
Thus far, sectors selected are 
coffee, sugar, rice and 
pineapple. In addition, reports 
on resources in other sectors, 
including business history are 
planned. The published guides 
and reports will be available 
in late 1986. 

Linda Menton is project editor. 
The project is directed by 
Barbara Dunn, Librarian and 
Executive Secretary of the 
Hawaiian Historical Society and 
Dolly Strazer, SFCA Humanities 
Specialist. 

Institutions, organizations or 
individuals who have material 
to contribute to these guid e s 
or reports should contact Dolly 
Strazer at 548-4657. 

Comihg up: The SFCA Humanities 
Program, in cooperation with 
the Hawaiian Sugar 
Technologists Annual Meeting, 
will present an evening's 
program on aspects of the 
history of Hawaiian sugar 
technology. The program is 
schedules for Monday evening, 
November 11, 1985 at the Ala 
Moana Hotel. 
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CONTEMPORARY ARTS 
CENTER SEARCI IES 
FOR ANEW DI RECTOR 

Laila Twigg-Smith, Director of 
the Contemporary Arts Center 
since 1975, retired on February 
28. She will continue to play a 
significant part in the Art 
Center's development through 
her role as Chair of the Site 
Committee on the Board of 
Trustees. 

Mary Mitsuda, Acting Director 
since Twigg-Smith went on 
sabbatical in August 1983, has 
assumed the title of Director 
and will continue in that 
capacity until early 1986, at 
which time she looks forward to 
welcoming a new director. 

Twigg-Smith, Mitsuda, and the 
Board of Trustees feel 
confident that a local and 
nationwide search will locate a 
dynamic new leader for the 
Contemporary Arts Center in 
this important stage of its 
evolution as a new museum. 

"ADAYAT 
QUEEN EMMA" 

Hawaiian entertainment, arts, 
crafts and food booths will be 
featured at "A Day at Queen 
Emma," Saturday, September 
21st. The event will take place 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on the 
grounds of Queen Emma Summer 
Palace, 2913 Pali Highway. 

The booths will feature Koa 
wood workings, Niihau shell 
leis, lauhala basketry, feather 
haku leis, potted plants, fresh 
flowers, Hawaiian food, shave 
ice and a variety of 
refreshments. 

Tickets are $3 for adults and 
$1 for children aged 6-18 . 
Admission is free for children 
under 6. Adults wearing an 
Aloha Week ribbon will be given 
a $1 discount. 

Parking is available in Nuuanu 
Park, behind the Palace, and on 
Pali Highway. By bus, take #4, 
Nuuanu-Dowsett from Waikiki; or 
#52, Kaneohe or #57 Kailua from 
Ala Moana Center or downtown. 

"A Day at Queen Emma" is 
sponsored by the Daughters of 
Hawaii. DOH is a non-profit 
organization dedicated to the 
preservation of the spirit of 
old Hawaii. Proceeds from the 
event go toward maintenance of 
the Queen Emma Summer Palace in 
Honolulu and the Hulihee Palace 
in Kona. 

For details, call the Daughters 
of Hawaii office, 595-6291. 



AQUARIUM RECEIVES 
IMS GRANT 

The Waikiki Aquarium has been 
awarded an operating support 
grant of $69,482 from the 
Institute of Museum Services 
(IMS), a Washington, DC based 
federal agency that provides 
grants to museums throughout 
the country. 

This is the second consecutive 
year that IMS has awarded the 
maximum grant to the Aquarium, 
based on the institution's 
operating budget, excluding 
tax-generated support. 

The IMS received 1,264 
applications for the 1985 
General Support competition. It 
awarded 449 grants totalling 
$16,723,000. 

The Waikiki Aquarium, 
established in 1904, is among 
the oldest marine museums in 
the country. It has established 
an international reputation 
through exhibits and research 
successes, including the first 
chambered nautilus embryos and 
the husbandry of the endangered 
monk seal. 

The Aquarium will expand its 
offerings this fall with the 
creation of an outdoor "Edge of 
the Reef" exhibit featuring 
Hawaiian tidepool habitats. 

AQUARIUM 
SEEKS DOCENTS 

999! This is definitely a 
number worth remembering. On 
the ninth day of the ninth 
month at nine o'clock in the 
morning, the doors of the 
Aquarium's Education Department 
open to welcome anyone 
interested in learning about 
the sea and sharing knowledge 
with Hawaii's students. 

On this fall Monday morning, 
the annual docent training 
course kicks off an eight-week 
schedule filled with 72 hours 
of expert instruction by 
qualified professionals, 
fascinating learning laboratory 
work, and exciting field 
experiences . Classes meet 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 
mornings. 

Develop your interest in Hawaii 
and its natural environment. 
The Waikiki Aquarium Docent 
Program--Oh, What an 
Experience! Call the Education 
Department at 923-9741 . 

EARTHWATCH 
By Lyn Sweetapple 

Earthwatch ·is a non-profit organization that matches interested 
volunteers with scientific field research projects in need of 
manpower and additional funding. The organization, founded in 
1971, has placed 11,621 volunteers with 658 different projects in 30 
states and 64 countries and generated 6.2 million dollars in badly 
needed funds and equipment. 

Once volunteers join Earthwatch, they receive the Earthwatch 
magazine, pubHshed quarterly; Earthwatch News, a me~bers' 
newsletter filled with receAt discoveries and upcoming events; 
advance notice of projects; and a chance to meet other interested 
people at meetings and seminars around the country. Only 
members can participate in Earthwatch expeditions, but anyone 
can join and support research as an "armchair" member. 

Through the first decade of Earthwatch most projects concentrated 
on basic research. As times have changed, the organization's 
emphasis has shifted to applied research. The common goal in all 
projects is the development of solutions to food and water scarcity, 
agricultural land use, malnutrition, public health, and the 
coexistence of man with endangered animals. This may seem very 
life-science oriented but anthropology, sociology and archaeology 
are also types of Earthwatch projects as they lead to developing 
vital solutions to these problems. 

Projects are in the most diverse disciplines imaginable and take 
place in correspondingly diverse places. A volunteer has a choice 
of at least 81 different projects ranging from recording rock art in 
Utah to studying primates in Kathmandu. 

Fees depend on the project chosen. On the average 30 percent of 
the fees covers recruiting, publications and pre-expedition costs; 
55 percent covers field budgets; and 15 percent covers logistics and 
management. The fee pays for the volunteer's room and board 
once met at the staging area, generally near the research site. 
Visa, innoculations, and sidetrips are extra. A portion of the fee 
goes to supply badly needed additional funds to the researcher. 
The fees range from $500.00 to $4,500.00, but most two week 
expeditions are in the $1,000.00 to $1,500.00 range. 

If this sounds like an expensive camp for Walter Mitty adults, it 
isn't. The funds and labor (and labor you will) support serious 
research projects especially now when research funds are tight. In 
some cases, academic credit is available to students. A five 
percent discount is available to full-time teachers and students 
when volunteering on a project in their field of study. The fees and 
travel expenses are currently tax-deductible. Funds for more 
popular expeditions are pooled to help the less popular or more 
remote trips. 

Scholars also participate in Earthwatch and are the very reason for 
the organization's existence. A two-page proposal outlining the 
research subject, design, dates, budget and plans for the 
Earthwatch volunteers is submitted to the Center for Field 
Research at 10 Juniper Road, Box 127, Belmont, MA 02178. 
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Proposals are reviewed by peers who assess the project's merit and 
suitability for Earthwatch volunteers. Once a project has been 
approved, the Center advises Earthwatch which then seeks 
volunteers. If enough volunteers are not found the project is put 
aside. The scientists are then notified of funding and the best use 
of the recruited volunteers. 

Projects are not always in remote places. There are three projects 
going on in Hawaii now. Dr. Louis Herman and Dr. James Wolz are 
teaching dolphins language at Kewalo Basin. The doctors hope to 
learn what dolphins understand about language and need volunteer 
trainers for two and four week sessions to help conduct their 
studies. 

. /, 

Dr. Herman also leads a project on Maui. He and his volunteers are 
studying the behavior of humpback whales. Maui offers a rare 
opportunity to study these animals in close proximity to people and 
land. 

Dr. Roy Horst and Dr. Donald Hoagland are studying mongoose 
populations on the Big Island in Volcano National Park. It is hoped 
this research will shed light on mongoose population dynamics and 
help find a way to curb this pest. The two doctors are conducting a 
similar Earthwatch project in St. Croix, Virgin Islands. 

Members should send an application listing their interests and their 
expedition choices to Earth watch, 10 Juniper Road, Box 127, 
Belmont, MA 02178. Membership applications and brochures can 
also be obtained by writing to that address. Expeditions currently 
available are detailed in the brochure and quarterly magazine that 
Earthwatch publishes. Soon after sending in their choices, 
members are notified of the project they have been assigned to and 
receive a 50 to 100 page report about the project. The history of 
the research, the site, the living conditions, special equipment are 
covered in the report. No special training is needed other than the 
skills listed on the expedition application. 

Overall, Earthwatch is a very worthwhile organizaton to join 
whether you are a researcher needing a helping hand or a volunteer 
seeking adventure. 

This team of EARTHWATCH 
volunteers assisted with a 1984 
archaeological excavation in 
Huahine, Society Islands, under the 
direction of Dr. Yoshiko Sinoto of 
Bishop Museum (left foreground). 

7 

CEMETERY 
RESE/\RCH PROJECT 
SEEKS FUNDING 

A ten-year fascination and 
respect for historic cemeteries 
has led one young Kailua 
researcher to all parts of the 
Hawaiian islands to view scores 
of old and new cemeteries, and 
to just about every charitable 
funding agency in town, in the 
last seven months, looking for 
money to support her efforts to 
catalog and study these sites 
in a professional manner • 

THE CEMETERY RESEARCH PROJECT, 
which is being sponsored by the 
Hawaiian Historical Society, is 
under the direction of Nanette 
Napoleon Purnell, who has 
studied cemeteries and ethnic 
burial practices in the 
islands, as a hobby, for over 
10 years. 

Over those years she has seen 
more and more old and 
cemeteries decline and fall 
into disrepair because they 
receive little maintenance or 
care. 

According to Purnell, 
cemeteries were once respected 
as focal points in many ethnic 
communities, especially 
Hawaiian communities, where 
families would gather to sing 
and pull weeds and to pass 
along family genealogies to 
youngsters. But interest and 
pride in these places has 
decreased markedly, she says, 
since World war II, as 
descendents of those buried 
have moved away from their old 
ethnic neighborhoods and 
lifestyles. 

Ms. Purnell, a part-Hawaiian, 
is especially interested in 
documenting Hawaiian 
cemeteries, as a means of 
preserving and perpetuating the 
Hawaiian culture. She hopes 
that her study will revive 
Hawaiian interest in preserving 
individual sites and cultural 
traditions. 

Although cemetery research and 
perpetuation efforts have been 
substantial in many parts of 
the mainland for many years, 
especially on the East Coast, 
this is the first research 
effort of this magnitude ever 
attempted in Hawaii. 

If anyone has any historical 
information about cemeteries, 
including family cemeteries, 
please call Nanette at 262-
272). 



MAUI HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY NEWS 

The Maui Historical Society has 
received a MAP I grant of 
$1,000.00 from the Institute of 
Museum Services. The Society 
hopes to work with the Lyman 
House Museum to share travel 
expenses for one consultant who 
could serve the needs of both 
institutions. Any other Hawaii 
museums wishing to consolidate 
efforts to bring in consultants 
should contact Muffy Mitchell, 
the Society's director. 

The Maui Historical Society 
Museum (formerly Hale Hoikeike) 
has instituted a donation 
policy in lieu of the previous 
$2.00 adult admission fee. 
Except for June when the United 
Airlines strike affected 
admissions, the new donation 
policy has increased revenues 
40% over 1984 figures. 

The Maui Historical Society 
will be involved with the 
research aspects of a video on 
Maui's history being produced 
by Paxton Television 
Broadcasting Company for Camp 
Cable Television Company. The 
hour long film will be edited 
into two other shorter formats 
and will include old film 
clips, historic photographs and 
newsclippings intermingling 
with current footage. Sheila 
Seif, producer, estimates that 
Paxton television crews will 
shoot eight to ten hours of raw 
film for the production. The 
project is scheduled for 
completion in the spring of 
1986. 

"The Mission Houses Museum in 
1952." 

HISTORY GOES LIVE AT 
THE MISSION HOUSES 

On Saturday, September 21, the 
Mission Houses Museum will 
premier a major new public 
program, "Au Hoakoakoa I Ka 
Hale Binamu" or "A Meeting at 
the Bingham's." The format of 
"A Meeting at the Bingham's", 
which will be a continuing 
program held weekly on 
Saturdays from 10:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m., is an open house at 
the home of the Reverend Hiram 
and Mrs. Sybil Bingham. 
Visitors are received and seated 
in the Bingham's parlor and 
welcomed to share their thought~, 
opinions and questions about 
missionary work and to engage 
the historical characters in 
dialogue. While the Binghams 
are major characters, other 
historical figures from the 
19th century will also be 
portrayed by costumed role
players, including native 
Hawaiian chiefs and commoners, 
haole merchants, and other 
missionaries. Admission to the 
museum is $3.50 for adults and 
$1.00 for children 6-15. 
Reservations suggested; call 
531-0481. 

The purpose of the program is 
to create a dialogue among these 
characters with widely differing 
and controversial opinions, and 
to offer the museum visitor the 
opportunity to engage them in 
discussion and participate 
actively in the program. The 
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setting for the program is the 
Mission's Frame House, home to 
the Binghams for 20 years, and 
the only remaining house in 
Hawaii where such influential 
figures from our past as Queen 
Regent Kaahumanu, Premier Kinau, 
Kings Liholiho and Kauikeaouli, 
Dr. Gerrit P. Judd, John Ii 
and David Malo met to discuss 
the future of the Hawaiian 
nation. 

"A Meeting at the Bingham's" 
pioneers the use of dramatic 
role-playing of historical 
characters by a Hawaii museum 
or historic site. Costumed role
players portray historical 
characters in the first person 
as a means of recreating a 
controversial and difficult 
period of Hawaiian history. 
Their presentations are 
improvisational rather than 
scripted and are based on 
extensive research in letters, 
journals, and other records of 
the character being portrayed. 

First person interpretation is 
a key part of interpretive 
programs at such cultural and 
historical sites as Colonial 
Williamsburh and Plimouth 
Plantation. By both the general 
public who visit these sites 
and by the museum field, 
historical role playing is 
recognized as a powerful 
vehicle for making the past 
come alive and for offering the 
visitor direct involvement and 
personal insight into his 
history. 



continued from page I 

for the in-house training provided by individual tour companies 
based on idiosyncratic techniques and content, for several years 

• there has been no formal, standardized training offered to our 
community interpreters. We require no certification of their skills, 
knowledge or style of presentaion. Although they are truly the 
"frontline" workers in Hawaii's foremost industry, we have left 
their professional preparation to good intentions and good luck, 
both of which have a tendency towards being ephemeral. 

Recognizing the need for greater professionalism in the quality of 
Community Interpretation in Hawaii's tourist industry, a coalition 
of tour operators, educators, business leaders and government 
representatives in the summer of 1984 formed the Interpretative 
History Task Force. Involved in a variety of projects intended to 
stimulate a professional interest in community interpretation, the 
Task Force envisions a network of training workshops, certification 
programs, computer designed information calendars and other 
activities that would enhance the integrity of our Island heritage 
through better trained guides. Eager to join in the challenge of 
establishing such a comprehensive Interpretive History program, 
Kapiolani Community College has agreed to develop actively a 
comprehensive Interpretive History program with the assistance of 
the Task Force. Young students interested in a career in the 
exciting, new professional field of interpretation, guides who feel 
the need to avoid ''burnout" or who need retraining, tour 
companies, museums or historic, cultural sites seeking certification 
for their 'greeters and guides, can now look forward to a 
comprehensive curriculum that will combine content with 
technique and communication skills. Although still in the planning 
stage, Kapiolani Community College and the Task Force hope to 
present a certification program and other creative workshops at a 
very near date. With continued enthusiastic support from the 
tourist industry, the Hawaii Visitors Bureau, concerned educators 
and cultural leaders, Hiram Nihoa's admonition to "Heed the Voice 
of the Past" will enhance the quality of how visitors and residents 
perceive the heritage and beauty of these Islands. 

Glen Grant is a Program Specialist with Kapiolani Community 
College as well as an Historic Interpreter at the Mission Houses 
Museum. For more information on Kapiolani Community College's 
developing Interpretative History Program, please call 735-8256 .. 
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HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION 
IN HAWAII 

"BUILDING OUR FUTURE, FROM THE 
PAST" is the title for a series 
of statewide one-day public 
forums exploring the past, 
present, and future of historic 
preservation in the State of 
Hawaii. Sponsored by Historic 
Hawai'i Foundation, this 
program is funded in part by a 
grant from the Hawaii Committee 
for the Humanities, a public 
program of the National 
Endowment for the Humanities. 

Forum topics include: Why 
preserve? What to preserve? How 
to preserve? What are the 
opportunities and problems in 
historic preservation in 
Hawaii? 

The public will have an 
opportunity to discuss these 
questions with panelists 
representing the fields of 
archaeology, cultural 
anthropology, Hawaiian history, 
architectural history, as well 
as land developers, County 
planning officials, and 
representatives from the State 
of Hawaii, Historic Sites 
Section, Department of Land & 
Natural Resources. Working 
sessions will provide an 
opportunity for participants to 
explore questions concerning 
the future of historic 
preservation activities in 
Hawaii. Through discussion, 
participants will identify 
goals and priorities for the 
future. 

The schedule for these 
conferences is as follows: 
September 7 Oahu Kapiolani 
Community College-DH 
September 13 Kona Mauna Lani 
Bay Hotel 
September 14 Hilo University 
of Hi-Hilo 
September 21 Kauai Kauai 
Community College 
September 28 Maui Maui 
Community College 

The conference starts at 8:15 
a.m. with registration from 
8:00 a.m. to 8:15 a.m. 

Individuals and groups 
interested in registering for 
these public forums should 
contact Historic Hawai'i 
Foundation at P.O. Box 1658, 
Honolulu, HI 96806, or call 
537-9564 to receive a brochure. 

The public forums are free. 
Optional lunches are available 
for a fee. Registration is 
required. 



NAUTILUS RESEARCH 
CONTINUED 
AT AQUARIUM 

Following closely on the 
Waikiki Aquarium's announcement 
of success in obtaining the 
first known embryos of the 
chambered nautilus, we were 
pleased to learn that Dr. John 
Arnold of the University of 
Hawaii and Aquarium Curator 
Bruce Carlson, have been 
awarded a grant of $26,400. The 
announcement was made by the 
Trustees of the Grass 
Foundation which had previously 
underwritten a research 
proposal by Bruce Carlson to 
study nautilus activity using 
sonic transmitters. 

The new grant will permit 
Arnold and Carlson to undertake 
more field work in Palau and 
construct better research 
facilities at the Waikiki 
Aquarium. Salary for a part
time technician is also 
included. The objective of the 
study is to obtain more 
detailed information on the 
reproductive biology of 
nautilus but we also hope it 
will eventually lead to 
hatching the _first baby 
nautilus in captivity at the 
Waikiki Aquarium ! 

Hawaii 
Museums 
Association 

PO Box 41 25 Honolulu. Hawai i 96813 

MISSION HOUSES 
AWARDED IMS GRANT 

The Mission Houses Museum 
recently received a major grant 
award in the amount of $34,336 
from the Institute of Museum 
Services, an agency of the 
United States Department of 
Education. Gerard Bergh, 
Museum Director, announced that 
the grant will be used to 
reinstall the office of the 
Sandwich Islands Mission Press 
as a working printing office 
and exhibit, and to develop 
work demonstrations and other 
educational programs related to 
the Press and its work of ~ 
introducing a written language 
to Hawaii. Grant funds will 
also be applied towards an 
exhibit of early Hawaiian 
language publications, 
collections storage and museum 
membership records. 

The 1985-1986 award is the 
fifth the Mission Houses Museum 
has received from the Institute 
of Museum Services. Previous 
grants funded such major 
projects as the restoration of 
the 1821 Frame House, new 
exhibits, conservation, 
research and improvements in 
museum collection storage. 

Hawai i State Libr ary 
Serials Unit 

478 So. King St. 
Honolul u HI 96813 

WINDWARD MUSEUM 
BEING PLANNED 

Faced with the task of storing 
over 150 old photos and other 
pieces of memorabilia collected 
for the recently held Kailua 
Town Renunion, three members of 
that Reunion organizing 
committee have begun an effort 
to establish a museum in the 
windward area to permanently 
display these items, and other 
histor i cal artifacts from 0ther 
towns on the windward side of 
the island. 

Nanette Napoleon Purnell, a 
cemetary researcher; Gael 
Mustapha, Public Information 
Specialist for the Mayor's 
office, and Kailua historian; 
and Mitsue Cook Carlson, a 
career and community planner, 
are interested in seeing other 
communities in the windward 
area put together more town 
reunions, like the highly 
sucessful Kailua Town Reunion, 
in an effort to bring each 
community together in the 
spirit of home-town brotherhood 
and love. 

Anyone interested in helping 
this effort through donations 
or other support should call 
Nanette Purnell at 262-2723. 
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