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R NEWS OF THE HAWAII MUSEUMS ASSOCIATION 

Issue #1, 1975 

~OMMITTEE 'ACTIVITIES 

A major concern of the Executive Board has been the promotion 
and development of professional objectives within the Hawaii 
Museums Association and the involvement of more members in 
Association activities. To help implement these goals, the Board 
voted in May to establish three committees to oversee on a 
regular basis certain broad areas of HMA responsibilities; 
Legislation, Education, and Public Relations and Information. 
The work thus far accomplished is su.-rnrnarized here and it is hoped 
that HMA members will offer suggestions or assistance. 

Legislative Committee. Liaison with the State Legislature, which 
began over a year ago under Helen Cole's able guidance, is being 
carried on by Jim Bartels and Jim Lucky. The Committee has 
accumulated a file of material on pending legislation relevant to 
museums and historic preservation, and it has established 
preliminary working contacts with certain key Representatives and 
Senators. Until the Legislature convenes in January, however, 
the Committee considers the actions of three bodies most relevant 
to HMA interests: 1) House Committee on Culture and the Arts; 
2) House Committee on Water, Land Use and Development, including 
the Hawaiian Homes Commission; 3) Senate Committee on Ecology, 
Environment and Recreation. Inquiries to the Legislative 
Committee should be addressed to: 

H. James Bartels 
Iolani Palace Restoration Project 
P. 0. Box 2259 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96804 

Education Committee. James Furstenberg's survey on The Status of 
Education in Museums of Hawaii is but one facet of the HMA's 
commitment to education. The Education Committee, under the 
leadership of Agnes Conrad and Anita Manning, is at present 
planning a Legal Seminar in Hawaii in place of the one that was to 
have coincided with the American Association of Museums annual 
meeting last June. Unfortunately, that Legal Seminar was 
cancelled because of organizational problems within the AAM, and 
a grant for that purpose of $3,500 through the National Museum 
Act was thereby forfeited. Joseph Noble, new president of the 
AAM, has expressed his desire to assist the HMA in reorganizing 
the Seminar, however, and in view of previous connnitments by 
administrators of the National Museum Act, the HMA may be able to 
recover or secure fresh scholarship funds for the Legal Seminar in 
Hawaii. 

Based on a questionnaire circulated previously to HMA 
members, it is the Committee's impression that the rank and file 
museum worker desires and needs to expand his awareness of the 
legal ramifications of almost every phase of museum work. The 
Committee favors inviting to Hawaii two persons familiar with 
"museum law" following a meeting on the subject to be held at the 
Los Angeles County Museum, March 22-24, 1976, sponsored by the 
AAM, the American Bar Association and the American Law Institute. 
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The visiting experts would be asked to cooperate with local 
personnel in planning a legal seminar that might include sessions 
on such topics as Liabilities of Staff, Administration and 
Trustees; Taxes; Acquisition Policies; Round Table Discussions 
(to develop feed-back on the aforementioned); Special Seminar for 
Trustees, covering responsibilities, duties, conflict of interest; 
Summary. For those interested in contributing further to the 
planning or itinerary the syllabuses and transcripts of the 1st 
and 2nd AA11-ABA-ALI Legal Seminars held in Washington, D.C., are 
available on interlibrary loan from the Supreme Court Library in 
ALiiolani Hale, Honolulu. Inquiries to the Education Committee 
should be addressed to: 

Agnes Conrad 
Hawaii State Archives 
Iolani Palace Grounds 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Public Relations and Information Committee. The purpose of this 
Committee is to keep members informed of HMA activities and to 
promote greater awareness of the Association's responsibilities 
to the museum profession and to historic preservation among both 
state and local government as well as the general public. Under 
the direction of Bob van der Wege and Roger Rose the Committee 
has endeavored to create this newsletter as a forum for 
discussing and disseminating information on any subject falling 
within the interest or responsibility of the HMA. Depending upon 
the accumulation of suitable copy, it is expected that the 
newsletter will appear four to six times a year free of charge to 
HMA members; needless to say, the success of the venture depends 
upon the support of HMA members, whose contributions and 
assistance are most eagerly solicited. Jim Mack of the East-West 
Center's Museum Study Program has volunteered to assume 
responsibility for printing the newsletter. Editorial matters 
remain the concern of van der Wege, Rose, Virginia Koch and Irma 
Tam Soong; communications or proposed contributions may be 
directed to any member of the editorial board. 

Among other activities, the Public Relations and Information 
Committee has registered the HMA with a local community service 
organization known as the Volunteer Information and Referral 
Service, headquartered in Honolulu. The Committee is also 
investigating the possibility of creating a small working library 
of materials relevant to the museum profession and historic 
preservation. Inquiries to the Public Relations and Information 
Committee should be addressed to: 

Roger Rose 
Bishop Museum 
1355 Kalihi 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96817 

Professional Standards. The adoption of state accreditation 
standards for museums and historical societies, and the 
differentiation between professional and associate standing 
withln its membership, is a matter of concern to many 
organizations like the HMA. This is particularly true if such 
organizations expect to have meaningful dialogue with the public 
or to exert any real influence on the passage of beneficial 
legislation relating to the museum profession and historic 
preservation. 
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The Board agrees that establishing professional standards is 
necessary for the continued growth and maturity of the HM.A, but 
it feels that implementation of a professional code might best be 
initiated by the general membership. The Board recommends, 
therefore, that a working committee to consider the issue be 
created at the semi-annual meeting in October. The Board also 
feels that such a Standards Committee might investigate possible 
affiliation with certain national or international professional 
organizations, such as the American Association of Museums or the 
International Council of Museums. The Board is presently 
accumulating reference material on the subject, and HMA members 
can look forward to an article by Jim Mack on accreditation 
standards in a forthcoming issue of the newsletter. 

Big Island News 

City of Refuge National Park Service 

Ninety-two ceramic tiles from the mural of the City of 
Refuge Visitors' Center have recently been replaced. The new 
tiles have been added as a means of emphasizing the more realistic 
aspects of the tile mural. This includes more accurate 
representations of Hawaii's flora and fauna. 

The Hulihee Palace - Daughters of Hawaii 

Hulihee Palace is presently undertaking a restoration 
project to repair the sea wall at the palace. This is the first 
phase of a project to restore the palace to its condition after 
the 1885 to 1886 renovation during the reign of King David 
Kalakaua. Estimates for the restoration are $150,00~. 

Kamuela Museum (Mr_. & Mrs. __ Albert K . . Solomon) 

Currently on exhibitio.n are a number of personal articles 
which once belonged to Mr. Ikua Purdy. Mr. Purdy was the world's 
champion steer roper in 1908. 

L~an House Museum 

The Lyman House Memorial Museum officially opened its second 
floor Earth Heritage Gallery on June 27, 1975 with a reception 
and private viewing for members of the American Association of 
Museums. In addition to the volcanology exhibitions there are 
displays of various types of glassware, Chinese furniture and 
English silver. 

Maui News 

Hale Hoikeike Museum - Maui Historical_Sog_i~tz 

Hale Hoikeike Museum (Edward Bailey House) was reopened on 
July 13, 1975 after having been closed eighteen months for 
restoration. The Edward Bailey House was the first National 
Historic site in Hawaii to receive a National Park Service 
grants-in-aid for historical restoration. The restoration and 
repair were undertaken at an approximate cost of $250,0~0. 
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Lahaina Restoration Foundation 

The architect's report (by Frost and Frost) for the Lahaina 
Seaman's Hospital will be submitted for •t.eview to the Foundation's 
Board ·at the end of ·September. The Foundation is sponsoring its 
annual Hawaiian Experience for school children. This event 
consists of eight consecutive Saturdays of arts and crafts, 
beginning October 4 and culminating in an all-day program on the 
Baldwin House lawn in conjunction with the annual Thanksgiving 
Hoolaulea of Lahainaluna school. 

Congratulations are due to those responsible for the 
successful protection of Lahaina National Historic Landmark from 
the encroachment of a new state harbor facility. The combined 
efforts of many individuals and groups were responsible for this 
achievement. 

Oahu News 

Bisho£ Museum 

An exhibition commemorating the 100th anniversary of 
Princess Kaiulani's birth (October 16, 1875) will open on October 
2, 1975 at the Heritage Theatre in King's Alley. 

Eugene Ostroff, Curator of Photographs, Smithsonian Institute, 
will give a seminar on the preservation of photographs on 
November 20-22, 1975. All inquiries should be addressed to 
Photograph Collection, Bishop Museum. 

Mission Houses Museum 

A Christmas Fair featuring works by local craftspeople will 
be presented on the weekend of November 29-30, 1975. In addition 
the 6th Annual Christmas Candlelight Tour of the museum will be 
conducted on Sunday evening December 14, 1975. 

Pacific Submarine Museum 

As a result of Curator Karen A. Pritchard's visit to the 
National Convention of U.S. Submarine Veterans of World War II, a 
number of objects and photographs have been given to the museum. 
The crew of the Sea Cliff (DSV-4) has been actively assisting in 
the development of a display on research submersibles at the 
museum. 

If you have news that you would like in the next issue of Nuhou 
contact your local HMA Board member. 

Tadao Okimoto, Wailoa Center, Hilo, Hawaii 
Dorothy Pyle, Maui Historical Society, Puunene, ~ 
Irma Tam Soong, Chinese Historical Society, Honolulu, Oahu 
Virginia Koch, Daughters of Hawaii, Honolulu,~ 
Robert Schleck, Grove Farm Plantation Museum, Lihue, Kauai 


