
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Malden Community Garden 2017: A Year in Review 

2017 was an amazing year for The Malden Community Garden! We had a year full of improving and 

enjoying our own personal plots, assisting other community groups, and holding workshops that 

reached out and enriched The City of Malden’s youth and seniors.   

 

Later that month, we answered a call for help from The Friends of the Malden River.  During the 

Everett/Malden Earth Day, we assisted with clearing mulch and planted some lilies at the North Creek 

Rain Garden.  We also donated some soil to the project.  

May 20th, 2017 marked a special day at the garden when Community Gardeners were joined by Ward 5 

Councillor Barbara Murphy, Bike to the Sea, and the Live Like Becca Scholarship Fund to do a clean-up of 

the Northern Strand Community Trail and the Malden Community Garden.  Following the clean-up, 

there was a ribbon cutting for the new community garden that was installed the previous year.   After 

we listened to the inspiring words from Mayor Christenson, Councillor Murphy, State Representative 

Steven Ultrino, and State Senator Jason Lewis, we cheered on a fellow community group, FOOGI, and 

their “PAWRADE” that passed by on the bike path.   

 

 

 

In April, the season kicked off with 

our monthly “Sweep & Meet & 

Potluck Lunch” where we do a little 

work and have a little fun!  A large 

group of gardeners joined together to 

hear Clay Larsen of Groundwork 

Somerville give an informational and 

inspiring talk about soil improvement. 

 

 



In June, we hosted FOOGI’s annual plant swap.  This is a FREE event where anyone can gather to swap 

plants, seeds, cuttings, pots and books and more.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In July, the FREE workshops began for the MTEC & YWCA youth that watered and 
weeded at the garden as part of their summer employment.  Along with the 
Garden Manager and fellow Community Gardeners, we volunteered our time, 
supplies and knowledge to enrich the youth’s employment at the garden.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cooking in the Garden was our next workshop!  Community Gardener Christina de Andrade led the 
workshop in making pizzas on the grill using produce that was picked from the Community Garden. 
Many Community Gardeners donated part of their harvest to this workshop. Thanks to Christina’s 
excellent culinary skills and organization, the pizza was delicious and fun to make. A few of the youths 
mentioned that they had never made pizza before!  
 

 

 

 

 

At our June “Sweep & Meet”, the Community 

Garden’s communal plot was full of sweet, juicy 

strawberries.  We all got a taste and there was plenty 

to share.  The kids who attended got to participate in 

a garden scavenger hunt, learn about worms and get a 

cup full of them to add to their plot.   Some kids had 

never touched a worm.  It was slimy and wonderful! 

In the first workshop, the 

youth used some big leaves, 

some cement, and a little bit 

of time to create these 

beautiful bird baths that 

attract birds and butterflies to 

the garden.  Community 

Gardener Duke Pepin’s 

employer, Jon-Don, sponsored 

this project.   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since cooking and eating in the garden was so popular, we did it again!  Community Gardener Sarah 

Hartzell ran a cooking class making Feta Dip and Grilled Pita, Chili-Lime Melon Salad, and Zucchini 

Fritters.  Again, several Community Gardeners donated produce from their plots for this project.  Sarah 

taught them some cooking techniques and talked about the contrasts between salty and sweet in a 

recipe! Everything was delicious and nutritious! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 3rd workshop was held on a HOT 
day in July!  By using the flowers that 

were grown at the Community 
Garden, the youth created bouquets 

that were donated to the Senior 
Center in Malden.  Another 
Community Gardener, Laura 

Levesque, also helped the youth 
identify and label some of our 

beautiful perennial flowers.  All the 
arrangements were unique and 

beautiful! 

 



At the last workshop, the youth worked hard on building a Fairy House to be entered in the Fairy House 

Event that was held on August 26th at Pine Banks Park.  With help from Councillor Murphy, Cathy 

MacMullin and the DPW, the youth went home with “Best Group Build”.  We are so proud of their 

creativity, initiative, and leadership!  

  

The season started winding down in September as we enjoyed one of the last two “Sweep & Meets”.   

As gardeners weeded, picked up trash, cut down knotweed and planted raspberries, the kids got to play 

garden mini-golf and decorate visors as a craft. Community Gardener Duke Pepin built three "FREE 

FOOD" plots to be placed outside of the garden in the spring.  These plots will help The City of Malden 

fight hunger by allowing anyone who passes by an opportunity to pick fresh produce and herbs.  Duke 

also picked up a table full of donated goods from the gardeners.  Duke’s employer, Jon-Don, shipped out 

these goods to the victims of hurricane Irma.     

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



As we were putting the garden to “bed” in October, we were thinking about how this space means so 

much more than gardening to so many people.  The Malden Community Garden brings people together 

for the great love of gardening and in turn friendships are made, knowledge is shared, and a community 

is formed.  We thank all the people who have helped us make this possible and we look forward to 

another amazing season in 2018.   

 

 

 

 

 

 


