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local businesses (some gift cards being donated by the local 
businesses). A new to us opportunity is Children hospital 
activity bags; Members have donated material for a local 
quilter group to sew bags for coloring activity books along 
with crayons/color pencils, etc for children who have a 
longer stay in our local hospitals to help with keeping their 
spirits up during a difficult time of being in the hospital, 
At the 2021 National Convention, Zeta Theta - Niles was 
awarded the $1000 National Literature/Literacy grant and 
has chosen to use the grant to help the G.S.R.P. (Great 
Start Readiness Program). The program targets under 
served children in Berrien County in Southwest Michigan. 
Targeting 4-year-old children that could be at risk due to 
educational failures. 11 classrooms would be affected by 
the grant by providing reading books for the classroom 
and taking them home in book bags for more literature 
experiences and education. 

ZETA THETA–NILES, MICHIGAN
We respectfully dedicate the 2021 edition of the Helicon to YOU

for your 62 years of service to your chapter,
your community, and your national organization.

Your loyalty, allegiance, and enthusiasm is an example of the true spirit of

Psi Iota Xi!

Zeta Theta Chapter of Niles, MI was founded on February 
14, 1959. Their first charitable efforts involved hearing 
testing of school children all over Berrien County. Other 
volunteer service projects include or have included the 
Ronald McDonald Family Room in South Bend, IN and 
the Hunter Ice Festival Welcome/Warming Center during 
the annual Hunter Ice Festival.
Niles Psi Otes raise their funds by sponsoring the Apple 
Festival Arts & Craft Fair and Sweet-Spicy Pickles Sales. 
Zeta Theta supports: An annual Arts Scholarship; Arts, 
Music and Literature grants for children’s activities at 
places like Great Lakes Burn Camp, Camp Civitan, Ferry 
Street Neighborhood Resource Center, Niles District 
Library, Howard Township Library, Hunter Ice Festival, 
Camp Lifetimes & Lory’s Place for grieving children.
We also help Paws with a Cause (assistance dogs), Relay 
for Life, Meals on Wheels, Niles Community Gardens,  
and many other community projects. During December  
members reach out to a local school district every year 
and get a family that is in need of help during Christmas. 
The members each pick an individual from the family 
and buy gifts. Our chapter also puts aside money for the 
family for a Christmas dinner and gift cards for different 

Just a few of our members at the Four Flags Area Apple Festival 
where we hold our annual Arts & Crafts Fair.
(l to r) Heather Mitchell, Annette Beck, Joni Flynn and Trish 
Bookout

Zeta Theta members in attendance at the 2017 National 
Convention
(l to r) front:Joni Flynn and Lesley Bookout. back: Heather 
Liebetrau, Maggie Sevison and Heather MItchell
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Jessica Lucas
NATIONAL EDITOR

Eta Omicron–Kalamazoo, MI

I have had the honor of being the administrative 
assistant for the past 8 years. I have enjoyed every 
email, phone conversation and face to face interac-
tion I have had with you, my Psi Ote sisters. 

I am available via email at info@psiiotaxi.org 

I visit the national office several times a month, 
so let me know if you need anything such as 
certificates, old Helicons, or other items we may 
have stored at the national office. I look forward 
to many more years of serving you.

Serving as National Conductress in the middle of a pandemic has been a challenging 
but interesting experience. My year started by updating the chapter visitation log for the 
district officers, moving most of the visits scheduled from last year to this year. Many 
National Council members volunteered to visit or contact chapters to help insure that 
chapters who needed assistance received it. 
While it has certainly been a difficult year for many of our chapters, there have been 
sparks of ingenuity. Many chapters have looked past the way that they have always held 
meetings and fundraisers and have come up with a lot of fun new ideas!
I have had a great time this year writing newsletter articles about Psi Iota Xi’s philan-
thropic endeavors over the years. I have learned so much researching our history of 
helping others in the fields of art, literature, music and speech and hearing. 
The National Psi Ote of the Year Committee meeting was held on April 29th via Zoom 
Video conference. A total of 25 candidates were submitted with an outstanding Psi Ote 
selected. I was amazed at the commitment some of our sisters have to their chapters. 
Many personally baked and delivered care packages to their sisters to make sure everyone 
had what they needed. I realized while reading these applications that we are all truly 
sisters. I want to thank the committee members with this very important assignment, 
Kim Crawley, PNP; Sandie Carlson, NEDC; Mona Knight, WCDO; and Phyllis Cun-
ningham, SEDO.
As I finish my year as your National Conductress, I want to thank you all for what you do 
in the name of Psi Iota Xi. We are all blessed to be part of such a wonderful sisterhood.
Pax Vobiscum

The past year has continued my journey of service on National Council. Being your 
National Editor has given me such an appreciation for the ways in which you serve com-
munities and the legacy of Psi Iota Xi, even in the face of adversity. Putting together the 
Helicon was my greatest challenge, but it was also a major source of pride to document 
the current history of our organization. Attempting to carry on with daily life during a 
pandemic has certainly proven to be a significant historical and cultural event that may 
permanently alter the way in which we and future generations experience the world. 
In this issue of the Helicon, I sought to document that specific bit of history through 
the lens of Psi Iota Xi by including three articles that were previously published in the 
monthly newsletter throughout the year. Your chapter news submissions also speak to 
the challenges, heartbreak, hope, and perseverance that reflect the experiences of the 
greater American population. Your generosity and ingenuity continue to inspire me as 
you adapted to virtual meetings, experimented with new fundraisers, and donated what 
you could to those most vulnerable in your communities. I am honored to be part of 
that legacy. Next year, I wear a new hat on National Council as the Northeast District 
Officer. I am eager to meet more of you in person and share in your joys and challenges 
as we navigate the next chapter in our shared history.
Loyally, 
Jessica Lucas

Taffy Day
NATIONAL CONDUCTRESS

Omega - Lebanon, IN

Becky Hamilton
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Sigma–Greensburg, IN
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My Dear Sisters,

Where do I begin to tell you how honored I was to serve 
as your National President?

Thinking over this past year, I decided that it would be 
fitting to give you the lows and the highs of 2020-2021 
as your National President.

First, I will elaborate on my lows.  Only being able 
to visit a few of your chapters during the pandemic 
was definitely an ultimate low for me.  I so looked 
forward to visiting many of your chapters but COVID 
completely eliminated most of those visits.  I hope you 
know that even though I was not able to accept your 
invitations for special chapter events, every single one 
of your chapters were very important to me.  Not being 
able to participate in those events made me extremely 

sad and disappointed.  The only other low I can think 
of is not having more chapters attending this year’s 
National Convention to share the celebration of our 
amazing accomplishments during 2020-2021 (despite 
Covid) and to enjoy Zeta Iota’s labor of love to create 
a memorable convention.

My highs during 2020-2021 would be talking with 
many of you using words of encouragement to stay 
strong, persevere and help those less fortunate about 
you during the pandemic.  I actually tried my best to 
give you these words through articles in the National 
Newsletter and my videos.  This is who we are as Psi 
Otes and this is what we do best! I would have to say my 
biggest high was hosting convention in our city giving 
you three days of sharing joy, laughter, new friendships 
and tears as we remembered our “fallen petals.”  We 
always gather together at the end of our year to make 
the most of our accomplishments and move forward 
into another year.

Continue on my sisters staying stronger and moving 
onward in your communities better than ever before!  
You are amazing, you are beautiful, and you are strong 
women.  Thank you for supporting me during my year 
as National President!  

Loyally, 

Sandy Johnson

Sandy Johnson
2020-2021 NATIONAL PRESIDENT

Zeta Iota–Louisville, KY
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Front Row (L to R): Rhonda McNall-Crisenbery, National Treasurer; Phyllis Cunningham, Southeast District Officer; Andrea 
Niedenthal, National Vice President; Sandy Johnson, National President; Maureen "Mo" Dix, National Secretary; Mona 
Knight, West Central District Officer. 

Back Row (L to R): Mickie Hansen, National Project Chair; Heather Mitchell, Northwest District Officer; Valerie Helms-
Mejia, East Central District Officer; Jessica Lucas, National Editor; Pat Menge, National Advisor; Taffy Day, National 
Conductress; Sandie Carlson, Northeast District Officer; Terri Resler, Southwest District Officer.

2020-2021 NATIONAL COUNCIL

PHILANTHROPIC CONTRIBUTIONS
Total by Chapters $508,567.58

Total by State Associations $14,755.00

Total by National Project Funds $36,500.00

Total by Past National Presidents $1,652.47

Total by Endowments $6,056.85

TOTAL ACTIVE 
MEMBERSHIP

1,934

GRAND TOTAL OF 
ALL PHILANTHROPIC 

CONTRIBUTIONS
$560,031.90

2020-2021 Totals
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PSI IOTA XI 2021 NATIONAL CONVENTION SYNOPSIS
Psi Iota Xi 2021 National Convention Synopsis
The 118th Convention of Psi Iota Xi was held June 26-27, 2021 at the Brown Hotel in Louisville, KY. Zeta 
Iota, Louisville Kentucky was the host chapter. 
Convention co-chairs were Karen Scrogham and Melanie Holbrook. Pastor Al Earley of the LaGrange 
Presbyterian Church gave the invocation. Sandy Johnson, National President announced the following:
2020-2021 Psi Iota Xi Philanthropic Contributions
Profit Earned by 98 Chapters  $ 406,174.73
Total Amount Spent for Speech and Hearing by Chapters ..............................................................$ 78,128.07
Total Amount Spent for Music by Chapters  .....................................................................................$ 82,778.92
Total Amount Spent for Art by Chapters  ..........................................................................................$ 58,832.48
Total Amount Spent on All Cultural by Chapters  .......................................................................... $ 141,621.40
Total Amount Spent for “Other” by Chapters ................................................................................. $ 206,845.85
Total Amount Spent for Literature/Literacy Projects by Chapters  .................................................$ 81,982.26
Total All Philanthropic Projects by All Psi Iota Xi Chapters, State 
Associations and National including National Grants:  ................................................................. $ 560,031.90
 
Madam president welcomed everyone in attendance and announced due to the unusual circumstances (CO-
VID-19), several chapters were unable to hold their fundraisers so charitable
donations are down. Our keynote speaker was Jenny Pfanenstiel she is a Master Milliner and owner of Forme’ 
Millinery. She is nationally recognized for her award-winning craft of hand creating and sculpting hats and 
is an author. Theta Kappa gave a workshop Facebook and Fundraiser from the podium. The district officers 
presented their “Feather in Your Hat” awards throughout the meeting on Saturday. Later in the convention 
another workshop Using social media to Your Advantage was presented from the podium by Theta Kappa 
members.

Bylaws approved: 
Bylaw Proposal Number 1: Adding National Long-Term Project Committee ARTICLE III National Committee, Section 2 National Long-Term Proj-
ect Committee, National Long-Term Project Committee, The National Long-Term Project Committee shall review all Long-Term project proposals 
and recommend a proposal.
1. The Long-Term Project Screening Committee shall be appointed by the incoming National President once the current Long-Term Project has 
been fully funded and last check presented at National Convention. The Committee shall consist of a Past National President as Committee Chair; 
National Vice President, National Project Chair, one additional National Officer and three (3) additional members from Chapters – one (1) from the 
two Northern Districts, one (1) from the two Central Districts and one (1) from the two Southern Districts. Additional members may be appointed 
to make certain there is representation from each State.
2. Long-Term Project Screening Committee must mail application letters to each chapter at least 6 months prior to proposal deadline. This will allow 
Chapters making proposals time to gather necessary documentation.
3. Long-Term Project Screening Committee will review all proposals and then set up interviews for finalist to present to the Screening Committee 
their proposal. A Representative from the Chapter sponsoring as well as the Organization should attend the interview/presentation.
4. The Long-Term Project Screening Committee will make a recommendation to the National Executive Council based upon the application and 
presentation of the proposal. Screening Committee Chair will meet with National Executive Council and provide details of the selected proposal. 
5. The Screening Committee will mail the selected proposal out to each chapter ninety (90) days before convention.
6. Convention delegates will vote to approve or reject the proposal. Proposal will be approved by a two-thirds (2/3) vote. If proposal is rejected the 
entire process will start over. 
7. Minutes of all Long-Term Project Screening Committee meetings shall be mailed or emailed to all National Executive Council members and all 
Long-Term Project Screening Committee members.
Rational: Provide transparency of the process for selecting a Long-Term Project.

Bylaw Proposal Number 2: Clarification of electronic communication media, ARTICLE II Active Chapter Section 1 Meetings – 
Item B Meetings of the National Council, National Project Screening, Future Planning, National Bylaws and all Chapters and their committees are 
authorized to meet by electronic communication media (Zoom, Microsoft Teams, Conference Calls, Google Meet, etc.) so long as all the members 
participating may simultaneously hear each other and participate during the meeting. These provisions of this section do not apply to the National 
Convention. 
Rational: Examples of electronic communication media were requested by membership 

Bylaw Proposal Number 3: Allowing Chapter Executive Committee to grant a member an active year. 
ARTICLE V Membership Classification Section 1 Voting Members 
ACTIVE MEMBERS are those who pay regular dues, assessments and fines and who perform the duties assigned to them. Each Active Chapter shall 
pay National General, Project, Helicon/Marketing Fees, National Liability Insurance Fees, State (where applicable) General and Project Fees for 
members in this classification. An Active year (toward Honorary Active status) is defined as attending 50% of the business meetings of the chapter, 
paying regular dues, assessments and fines and performing the duties assigned. The chapter Executive committee may grant a member an active 
year in special circumstances. 
Rational: Need to add flexibility on requirements of members 

Bylaw Proposal Number 4: National President’s appointments for National Convention 
ARTICLE V National Meetings Section 1 National Convention – Item D the National President shall select certain persons and committees to assist 
with Convention. Among these shall be: 1. A Professional Parliamentarian, 2. A Convention Secretary, 3. A Credentials Committee , 4. A Profes-
sional Photographer, 5. Sign language Interpreter, Rational: Clarify who is responsible for contracting services for convention.
Bylaw Proposal Number 5: Removal of Hoosier Salon painting for Newly formed Chapters , ARTICLE V National Meetings Section 1 National 
Convention – Item K National awards for achievement shall be presented at National Convention. 

Maureen "Mo" Dix
NATIONAL SECRETARY
Zeta Gamma–Fort Branch, IN
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1. A Chapter must be in good standing, as previously defined in the Article, to be eligible for an award. 
2. A Chapter must be represented at Convention, unless excused by the National President, to be eligible for an award. 
3. Newly formed Chapters who are recipients of a Hoosier Salon painting at Convention shall retain the painting as the property of the Chapter and 
shall notify the National Project Chair of its placement. 
Rational: National Council no longer purchases Hoosier Art Salon paintings to provide to new chapters. 

As a 2/3 majority was required, a standing vote was taken. Motion carried. 

The Bylaws Committee consisted of: Andrea Niedenthal, National Vice President and Chair; Pat Menge, National Advisor; Mo Dix, National Sec-
retary; Rhonda McNall-Crisenbery, National Treasurer; Mickie Hansen, National Project Chair; Mona Knight, West Central District Officer; Terri 
Resler, Southwest District Officer and Phyllis Cunningham, Southeast District Officer.

The memorial service was given by Iota Theta, Armstrong, IL. 

By direction of the National Project Chair the following national projects were approved: 

The following national projects were approved:
1. Little Peeps Pediatric Hearing Healthcare Fund   ..........................................................$2,500 
2. Hoosier Art Salon/Operating Support   ..........................................................................$1,000
3. St Joseph Institute’s Early Intervention and iHear Program   .......................................$2,500
4. Books Offer Our Kids Success, B.O.O.K.S.  .................................................................... $       0 
5. Metropolitan Opera National Council Auditions  .........................................................$2,000
6. Bethel College   ..................................................................................................................$1,000
7. Hoosier Art Salon   ............................................................................................................$1,000
8. American Speech Language Hearing Foundation   .......................................................$2,000
9. Hear Indiana and Spoken Language Camp   ..................................................................$1,000 
10. Camp About Face $1,000 11. Deaf Youth Sports Festival, Inc. MDO  .........................$1,000 
11. Literature/Literacy Grants   ..............................................................................................$3,000
  Total  .....................................................................................................................  $18,000

Sandy Johnson, National President, thanked Mickie Hansen and her committee for their consideration of the projects. The Project Screening Com-
mittee consisted of: Mickie Hansen, National Project Chair, Sandy Johnson, National President; Andrea Niedenthal, National Vice President; Mo 
Dix, National Secretary; Rhonda McNall-Crisenbery, National Treasurer; Taffy Day, National Conductress; Connie Frederick, Theta Theta Fort Wayne 
(Northern Districts); Pam Smith, Beta Zeta Summitville (Central Districts); and Alice Rogers, Zeta Xi Madison (Southern Districts).

Project Chair, Mickie Hansen gave a recap of how the 2020 literacy award winners utilized their grant money. She then announced the winners 
of the 2021 Literature/Literacy Grants. They were Zeta Theta, Niles, MI from the Northern Districts; Iota Phi, Clarksburg, IN from the Southern 
Districts and Gamma Nu, Brownsburg, IN. from the Central Districts.

Past National President, Sara Overway, reported on the status of the Memorial Fund. By direction of the Past National Presidents, she moved that 
the interest earned on the 2020-2021 Psi Iota Xi National Memorial Fund and funds from the Past National Presidents’ totaling $1,671.71 be used 
for the university dance scholarship for a deaf dancer at Gallaudet University, Washington, D.C. There was no discussion. The motion carried. 

Zeta Tau, Milroy, IN, issued an invitation for the 2022 national convention to be held at the Horizon Convention Center & Courtyard by Marriott 
in Muncie, IN on June 24-26, 2022. 

Zeta Gamma, Fort Branch, IN issued an invitation for the 2023 national convention be held at the Double Tree by Hilton in Evansville, IN, on June 
23-25, 2023. 

Theta Theta, Fort Wayne, IN. moved that the 2024 national convention be held in Fort Wayne, IN. The motion was seconded and carried.

Installation of the following new 2021-2022 National Officers was conducted:
 NATIONAL PRESIDENT, ANDREA NIEDENTHAL, ZETA TAU, MILROY, IN
 NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT, MAUREEN DIX, ZETA GAMMA, FORT BRANCH, IN
 NATIONAL SECRETARY, MICKIE HANSEN,  UPSILON, GRREENFIELD, IN
 NATIONAL TREASURER, RHONDA MCNALL-CRISENBERY, THETA THETA, FORT WAYNE, IN
 NATIONAL PROJECT CHAIR,  TAFFY DAY, OMEGA , LEBANON, IN

Newly installed National President, Andrea Niedenthal, made the following appointments for 2020-2021:
 NATIONAL CONDUCTRESS, SANDIE CARLSON, THETA KAPPA, EDON, OH  
 NATIONAL EDITOR, TERRI RESLER,  ALPHA PSI, WASHINGTON, IN
 NORTHEAST DISTRICT OFFICER, JESSICA LUCAS, ETA OMICRON, KALAMAZOO, MI 
 NORTWEST DISTRICT OFFICER ANDREA ENGLISH,  GAMMA BETA, REMINGTON, IN
 WEST CENTRAL DISTRICT OFFICER MONA KNIGHT,  IOTA THETA, ARMSTRONG, IL
 EAST CENTRAL DISTRICT OFFICER VALERIE HELMS-MEJIA,  ALPHA, MUNCIE, IN
 SOUTHESAT DISTRICT OFFICER PHYLLIS CUNNINGHAM,  THETA NU, LEXINGTON, KY
 SOUTHWEST DISTRICT OFFICER ,  JANE PATTON,  ALPHA OMICRON, VINCENNES, IN

Total Registration for Convention 305.

Pat Menge, Past National President moved the 118th convention be adjourned. Heather Mitchell, Northwest District Officer second the motion. 
Motion carried. The Chair declared the 2021 convention of Psi Iota Xi be adjourned.
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As good as this committee was, we just couldn’t decide! 
We had limited it to two ladies, both equally special in 
their contributions to their own chapters and Psi Otes 
as a whole. I remember saying, “So what do we do now, 
draw straws?” And then the suggestion was made that we 
should just have two winners!! Really? Everyone thought 
that was wonderful decision! Let’s do it! Nobody on the 
committee wanted to pick just one of these two ladies 
because they are both such wonderful Sisters!
Well, where to begin telling you about our Psi Ote of the 
Year nominees is a challenge in itself:
Here is what their chapters shared with us about their 
Sisters:

Good Afternoon. For those of you who don’t know me 
I am Taffy Day, your National Conductress. The most 
important job of the Conductress is to chair the Psi Ote 
of the Year Committee and oversee the selection process. 
Initially, I was worried that we wouldn’t have many 
submissions, but in fact we had 25 wonderful ladies 
nominated by their chapters. I have found that in this 
year of turmoil, many Sisters have stepped up to guide 
their chapters through all this confusion. They emailed, 
called, delivered meals, and hand delivered treat bags 
for their sisters among many other things just to make 
sure everyone in their chapters are taken care of. 
I would like to thank all of you who submitted your 
Sisters for consideration. They are truly all winners!
I would like to also thank my committee members for 
the time spent reviewing the nominations and all of 
the lively discussion that went into this decision. It was 
a lot of fun!
Ladies, please stand when I read your name
Sandie Carlson, Northeast District Officer
Phyllis Cunningham, Southeast District Officer
Mona Knight, West Central District Officer
Kim Crawley, Past National President

1984	 BONNIE	SPRAKER	 Zeta	Theta	 Niles,	MI
1985	 BETTYE	MANN	 	 Epsilon	 Columbus,	IN
1986	 PAULINE	RINER	 	 Beta	Epsilon	 Mentone,	IN
1987	 MARILYN	SIDEREWICZ	 Eta	Chi	 Martinsville,	IN
1988	 MELODY	HUNT	 	 Zeta	Beta	 Anderson,	IN
1989	 SALLY	(RAGSDALE)	BURCH	 Gamma	Iota	 Shoals,	IN
1990	 LINDA	GOEDE	 	 Eta	Gamma	 Valparaiso,	IN
1991	 MARY	JANE	PARRISH	 Gamma	Kappa	 Brook,	IN
1992	 BRENDA	SLATTERY	 Theta	Kappa	 Edon,	OH
1993	 BONITA	HUNT	 	 Beta	Xi	 Crown	Point,	IN
1994	 LEANNA	POTTS		 Gamma	Iota	 Shoals,	IN
1995	 JUDY	MONTYCH	 Theta	Mu	 Battle	Creek,	MI
1996	 KENEEN		WINGET	 Eta	Delta	 Carmel,	IN
1997	 HELEN	FOX	 	 Alpha	Omega	 North	Vernon,	IN
1998	 BABETTE	HILES		 Eta	Psi	 Champaign,	IL
1999	 ALICE	ROGERS	 	 Zeta	Xi	 Madison,	IN
2000	 LINDA	BAUER	 	 Theta	Beta	 Paoli,	IN
2001	 ELIZABETH	BACKE	 Gamma	Xi	 Crawfordsville,	IN
2002	 ROSE	MARIE	ANDERSON	 Iota	Omicron	 Campbellsburg,	IN
2003	 LYNN	ANCICH	 	 Delta	Gamma	 Fort	Wayne,	IN
2004	 BARB	BARHYDT		 Eta	Xi	 Auburn,	IN
2005	 LINDA	HELDT	 	 Epsilon	 Columbus,	IN
2006	 LESLIE	MOULTON	 Eta	Iota	 Parker	City,	IN
2007	 KAREN	GRAVERSON	 Theta	Delta	 Bremen,	IN
2008	 JENNIFER	BALTUS	 Zeta	Nu	 Westport,	IN
2009	 NONDUS	CHRISTMAN	 Phi	 Huntington,	IN
2010	 PAM	GUNTERMAN	 Theta	Delta	 Bremen,	IN
2011	 JESSICA	PEARS	 	 Zeta	Theta	 Niles,	MI
2012	 MAGGIE	HORMEL	 Beta	Pi	 Cambridge	City,	IN
2013	 MARILYN	CLEARY	 Alpha	 Muncie,	IN
2014	 MARLA	MITRIONE	 Alpha	Iota	 Richmond,	IN
2015	 LORNA	TRIBBY	 	 Iota	Rho	 Odon,	IN
2016	 MARTY	KRUG	 	 Iota	Tau	 Indianapolis,	IN
2017	 JILL	ROBBINS	 	 Iota	Sigma	 St.	Joseph,	IL
2018	 JUDY	MOULTON	 Eta	Iota	 Parker	City,	IN
2019	 DOREEN	GRAVES	 Alpha	Theta	 Charlestown,	IN
2020	 ELAINE	LEAHIGH	 Alpha	Omega	 North	Vernon,	IN
2021	 HEATHER	SHELINE	 Theta	Kappa	 Edon,	OH
2021	 RITA	SEELOW	 	 Theta	Psi	 Bethany,	IL

PSI OTE OF THE YEAR

2021 NATIONAL 
PSI OTES OF THE YEAR

Spoken from the podium

Heather Sheline      Rita Seelow
 Theta Kappa Theta Psi
 Edon, OH Bethany, IL
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She has a humble heart and has been an incredible leader, 
especially this year given all the challenges with Covid in 
our community. She has been a member for 7 years, at-
tended several conventions, held multiple offices and this 
year she has chaired and/or served on 7 committees, along 
with being our President.
She's worked so hard to communicate with our chapter 
members and to keep them actively connected with zoom 
meetings and in-person meetings with masking and dis-
tancing. Our sister encourages taking care of other sisters, 
rather it be sending cards just because or to support them 
on personal issues. She organized sending cards to sister’s 
children that were away at college, so they didn’t feel alone 
during these trying times.
Her positive attitude has helped us remain as active as we 
possibly can be and still make an impact on our community. 
She has helped us to continue to provide the same programs 
people have come to expect from our chapter, just in new 
and different ways. She has also helped with our summer 
lunch program and she made sure each student received a 
little “gift” when receiving their lunch. This year she helped 
organize our first Facebook Purse Raffle. This tapped into 
a different group of supporters and her husband sold 3 of 
the winning raffle tickets to ladies at his work!
She is an active mom with two great kids being active in 
4-H, travels to swine exhibitions, and sports. Family is her 
priority, but this year she took on a new responsibility, nurse 
for our school district. The knowledge she has shared with 
her sister Psi Otes to educate and inform us about the facts 
of Covid-19 helped us to protect ourselves from becoming 
infected.
Her contributions to our chapter, her students and her com-
munity are endless and we are honored to have her named 
as the 2021 Psi Ote of The Year. She is an amazing person 
inside and out!  

Our Sister has been constantly active (as much as was al-
lowed) with Covid 19 in our community and has been for 
the last 18 years. She has held every office in our chapter at 
least once, this year being our president. She has only missed 
3 conventions in all her years as a member and in fact one 
year right after major surgery. 
She makes sure she is in contact with & checking in on all 
of us. She tries to remain up-beat, even when she is aching 
or is worn out herself. She has volunteered to get anything 
her elderly sisters needed during the pandemic because she 
had to work and was out anyway. She was sad when our 
fundraisers were cancelled, but remained positive around 
us saying “hopefully, next year will be better and we can get 
donations out like we all want to.” 
She was constantly looking for “easier” fundraising ideas 
that our chapter might be interested in and could be done 
within the Covid guidelines. She came up with a few new 
ones to try and with the help of all of our sisters we are 
hoping for success!
She, her mother and sister are all Psi Otes in our chapter, 
thanks to her. Psi Iota Xi is truly family to her. She put out 
a challenge to us to think of ladies that may be interested 
in joining us and it was successful. We should have SEVEN 
new sisters by the end of this year! She keeps us laughing 
and definitely makes sorority fun!
She is a dedicated daughter, mother, sister and proud Nana 
to three grandsons, ages 4 months to 5 years old & LOVES 
spoiling them as all Nana’s do. 
If there is a need in our community – she finds a way for us 
to be involved! You know, as our opening verse reads, “to 
help those less fortunate about us”.
We are proud to nominate our sister for National Psi Ote 
of the Year!

Heather Sheline Rita Seelow
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2020 had it challenges and our membership met them head on and we persevered.  Typically the 
Project Chair would hit the ground running after Convention to organize the Student Symphony 
Tickets that are funded through the Elsie Sweeney Endowment Fund and the Psi Iota Xi Music 
Endowment Fund.  Unfortunately that didn’t happen due to Symphony’s not performing.  It was 
difficult to accept the fact that we may not have in person performances but were happy when some 
performances went virtual.  Like the Symphony’s many other projects had to adjust to virtual.  We 
were happy to see the projects continue even under the circumstances.  Unfortunately we had a 
couple of projects that had to withdrawal proposals as well.  

National Council was able to visit the Hoosier Art Salon last fall to see the Art Exhibits.  Council 
members also participated in collecting donation of school supplies and food pantry items that were 
donated to Riley Children’s Hospital.   

Project Highlights
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National Long Term Project

LONG TERM PROJECT DONATIONS for 2020-2021
Below is a list of donations made by individuals and chapters

Individual Donations
Maureen and Herb Dix Honor – National Council
    In Memory – Brenda Fisher, Delta Zeta and Deedra Runyon, Gamma Theta

Mickie and Rusty Hansen Honor – Upsilon Chapter 100 Year Anniversary April 2020
    In Memory – Brenda Fisher, Delta Zeta and Deedra Runyon, Gamma Theta

Andrea English  In Memory – Brenda Fisher, Delta Zeta and Karla Gregory, Eta Mu

Andrea Niedenthal  In Memory – Brenda Fisher, Delta Zeta and Deedra Runyon, Gamma Theta

Chapter Donations
Eta Mu Chapter  Beta Mu Chapter
Eta Lambda Chapter Gamma Xi Chapter
Eta Eta Chapter Upsilon Chapter
Theta Kappa Chapter Gamma Nu Chapter
Zeta Tau Chapter Alpha Psi Chapter
Beta Lambda Chapter Eta Iota Chapter
Gamma Alpha Chapter Omega Chapter
Zeta Mu Chapter Eta Chi Chapter
Beta Gamma Chapter Beta Tau Chapter
Zeta Gamma Chapter National Council

Naomi Horton Chief Executive Director of Hear Indiana was not 
able to attend convention in Louisville. National Project Chair, 
Mickie Hansen was able to meet with her and present her a 
check for $5,500 toward the Long Term Project. 

Pictured are the Hear Indiana Clinicians
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STATE ASSOCIATIONS

INDIANA
2021-2022 State Officers

President................................ Stacia.Bonifant
Vice.President................................Rita.Clark
Treasurer.............................. Jennifer.Hunter
Secretary...................................... Jeanna.Ford
Project.Chairman....................Tori.Mankin
Advisor.......................................Lorna.Tribby

This.year.has.been.one.we.will.all.re-
member.for.a.long.time...Words.such.
as.COVID-19,.pandemic,.crisis,.social.
distancing,. and.masks.will.haunt.us.
for.years.to.come...However,.we.have.
persevered,.and.I.am.the.first. to.say.
I.never.dreamed.my.year.as.Indiana.
State.President.would.be.summed.up.
with.these.words...I.was.not.able.to.vis-
it.other.chapters.or.attend.fundraisers.
because,.there.just.weren’t.any.to.at-
tend...However,.I.have.been.privileged.
to.meet.some.very.lovely.women,.and.
have.enjoyed.the.communications.and.
camaraderie.of.all. those.I.have.been.
able.to.meet.with...The.Indiana.State.
Board.was. installed. at. the. delayed.
Indiana. State.Meeting. held. on. July.

PIX LIFE:  Commitment, Community, Service Sisterhood

Stacia Bonifant
INDIANA STATE PRESIDENT

Beta Gamma–Peru, IN

19,.2020.at.Clifty.Falls.State.Park. in.
Madison,.Indiana...The.board.met.at.
the.National.Convention.held.in.Fort.
Wayne,.Indiana.on.August.14,.2020.at.
the.Grand.Wayne.Center...
The.state.board.met.again.in.October,.
and.then.we.held.the.Project.Screen-
ing.Committee.meeting.in.January.9,.
2021.at.the.National.Office.in.India-
napolis...Most.members.of.committee.
met. in. person. but. some. by. Zoom...
Almost. all. presentations.were. done.
virtually...
We.were.able.to.get.the.Indiana.State.
meeting.back.on. track.by.holding. it.
on.April.17,.2021.where.the.new.state.
board.was.installed.

Past Indiana Presidents 2020-21 Indiana State President Lorna Tribby

2020-2021 Indiana State Meeting Installation of Officers
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Kentucky State Meeting

KENTUCKY
2020-2022 State Officers

President..........................................Ann.Egan
Treasurer............................ Virginia.Horsley
Secretary...................................... Tania.Miles
Advisor...................................Tammy.Hinkle

What.a. year.2020.was,. virtual.meet-
ings,.no.fundraisers,.no.social.gather-
ings,.mostly.communicating.with.our.
sorority.sisters.by.e-mail,.text.or.phone.
and. the. occasional. virtual.meeting..
Those.virtual.meetings.were.met.with.
technical.difficulties.and.getting.our.
fellow.sorority.sisters.set.up.to.be.able.
to.join.even.if.just.by.phone..
The.Kentucky. State. Spring.Meeting.
was.not.different. from. the.meetings.
held. in. 2020,.we.met. virtually. due.
to.the.situation.with.Covid..We.were.
inching. closer. to. the. end. of.Covid.
though.and.at.the.upper.part.of.all.our.
thoughts.was.National.Convention,.it.
was.approaching.quickly.and.so.much.
was. still.unknown.about.what.kinds.
of.restrictions.we.might.still.be.under.
when.Convention. arrives. in. June.of.
2021..Excitement.was. in. the. air,. but.
also.questions.and.concerns. for.how.
the. state. of. the.world.would. impact.
Convention..
As. we. made. our. way. through. our.
Spring.meeting,. we. heard.meeting.
minutes,.we.heard.financial.updates,.
and. then. the. chapter. reports..Karen.

Scrogham.and.Lana.Thompson.of.Zeta.
Iota.treated.us.all.with.a.fun.rendition.
of.“Can’t.Touch.This”,.their.very.own.
Covid. rendition..There.were. lots. of.
smiles.to.be.seen.from.all.of.sisters.in.
attendance. and. laughter. too..Covid.
may.have.kept.us.apart.for.this.meet-
ing,.but.it.could.not.keep.away.the.fun.
and.laughter..

As.our.meeting.wrapped.up,.we.had.
taken. care. of. business,.we.had.dis-
cussed.our.state.project.and.the.funds.
we.were.all.donating. to. the.Hearing.
&.Speech.Center. in.Lexington,.KY,.
we.had.discussed.Convention,.we.had.
shared.with. each.other. and.we.had.
laughed..We. encouraged. each.other.
to.take.care.of.ourselves.during.such.
uncertain.times..All.in.all,.our.Spring.
Meeting.was.missing. a. lot,.we.were.
missing.food.and.physically.being.to-
gether,. thankfully.we.were.missing.
masks.due. to.being.virtual,.we.were.
not.however.missing. each.other..We.
come. together. as.we.have. to.during.
uncertain.times.and.that.is.part.of.what.
makes.our.sisterhood.with.our.fellow.
Psi.Otes.so.special..

Ann Egan
KENTUCKY STATE PRESIDENT

Zeta Iota–Louisville, KY
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Past National Presidents

Front Row (L to R): Rae Harris ’96, Beta Tau, Frankfort, IN; Sharon White ’88, Delta Zeta, Lafayette, IN; Carolyn Logsdon ’97, Zeta Tau, Milroy, IN ; 
Diana Lamb '08, Omega, Lebanon, IN;  Ramona Simpson '00, Iota Theta, Armstron, IL; Pat Kugler '09, Eta Gamma, Valparaiso, IN; Anita Canaday 
'91, Zeta Beta, Anderson, IN. 

Back Row (L to R): Pat Menge '19, Pi, Fort Wayne, IN; Marcia Mohre '13, Theta Kappa, Edon, OH; Connie McDaniel ’18, Beta Lambda, Bedford, IN ; 
Cathy Etzler '14, Theta Zeta, Fort Recovery, OH; Beth Keeney ’17, Beta Tau, Frankfort, IN; Sara Overway ’04, Beta Alpha, Flora, IN; Brenda Bonner ’16, 
Beta Alpha, Flora, IN; Debbie Stemle '07, Zeta Mu, Jasper, IN; Susie Lewis ’15, Alpha Chi, Hagerstown, IN; Deanna Howard ’10, Alpha Omega, North 
Vernon, IN;  Kim Crawley ’12, Sigma, Greensburg, IN; Barbara Mitchel '98, Eta Delta, Carmel, IN. 

†	1960	 Donna	Knochel	(Mrs.	Arthur)	 Gamma	Beta
	 1961	 Genevieve	Miles	(Mrs.	Wm.)	 Beta	Kappa
	 1962	 Vi	Dawn	(Mrs.	Wm.	P.)	 Delta	Epsilon
†	1963	 Kathryn	Falk	(Mrs.	Wm.	E.	Jr.)	 Beta	Omega
†	1964	 Rose	S.	Beatty	(Mrs.)	 Beta	Tau
	 1965	 Ven	Endsley	(Mrs.	Robert)	 Phi
†	1966	 Janice	Scherer	(Mrs.	Edwin)	 Alpha	Beta
†	1967	 Martha	Van	Ness	(Mrs.	Wm.	C.)	 Beta	Zeta
†	1968	 Sue	Morris	(Mrs.	William	A.)	 Beta	Iota
†	1969	 Jule	Warner	(Mrs.	Francis)	 Zeta
†	1970	 Lillian	Schuyler	(Mrs.	Arthur)	 Beta	Nu
†	1971	 Ruth	Ann	Trubitt	(Mrs.	Hillard)	 Alpha	Tau
†	1972	 Janet	Cook	(Mrs.	Gordon)	 Gamma	Sigma
†	1973	 Opal	Clark	(Mrs.	Leonard)	 Beta	Lambda
†	1974	 Mabel	Alice	Robertson	(Mrs.	Fred)	 Delta	Epsilon
†	1975	 Gladys	Gardner	(Mrs.	Don)	 Gamma	Alpha
†	1976	 Clarice	Shively	(Mrs.	J.	Frank)	 Theta
†	1977	 Lou	Rohlfing	(Mrs.	John)	 Epsilon
†	1978	 Peg	Burns	(Mrs.	Ralph)	 Eta	Gamma
†	1979	 Kay	Wilson	(Mrs.	Grover)	 Beta	Pi
†	1980	 Delores	Heckerson	(Mrs.	Everett)	 Theta	Psi
† 1981	 Doris	Donnelly	Larsen	(Mrs.	Harold)	 Gamma	Xi
†	1982	 Mary	Cave	Blum	(Mrs.	Wm.)	 Eta	Psi
	 1983	 Karen	Isbell	Schalburg	(Mrs.	Bart)	 Eta	Phi
	 1984	 Barbara	Perkins	(Mrs.	Gene)	 Alpha	Psi
† 1985	 Janet	Simpson	(Mrs.	Robert)	 Zeta	lota
†	1986	 Mary	Helen	Foster	(Mrs.	Glenn)	 Delta	Beta
	 1987	 Lesley	Bookout	(Mrs.	Mel)	 Zeta	Theta
	 1988	 Sharon	White	(Mrs.	Wayne)	 Delta	Zeta
†	1989	 Margie	Judge	(Mrs.	Dick)	 Epsilon
†	1990	 Shirley	Harding	(Mrs.	Larry)	 Gamma	Iota

	 Year	 Name	 Chapter	 Year	 Name	 Chapter

	 1991	 Anita	Canaday	(Mrs.	Tony)	 Zeta	Beta
	 1992	 Bette	Yeager	(Mrs.	Willis)	 Gamma	Nu
	 1993	 Sharon	Creager	(Mrs.	Jerry)	 Iota
	 1994	 Tula	Tucker	(Mrs.	Michael)	 Theta	Delta
†	1995	 Marjorie	Isley	(Mrs.	Marvin)	 Alpha	Kappa
	 1996	 Renata	Rae	Harris	(Mrs.	Stephen)	 Beta	Tau
	 1997	 Carolyn	Logsdon	(Mrs.	Thomas)	 Zeta	Tau
	 1998	 Barbara	Mitchel	(Mrs.	David)	 Eta	Delta
	 1999	 Sandy	Clevenger	(Mrs.	Merrill)	 Delta	Epsilon
	 2000	 Ramona	Simpson	(Mrs.	Richard)	 Iota	Theta
	 2001	 Gwendolyn	Myers	(Mrs.	Ronald)	 Alpha	Xi
	 2002	 Lydia	Corbett	(Mrs.	Mitch)	 Gamma	Kappa
	 2003	 Kathy	Miller	 Beta	Delta
	 2004	 Sara	(Hoffman)	Overway	 Beta	Alpha
	 2005	 Anna	Jo	McKaig	(Mrs.	Tom)	 Beta	Gamma
	 2006	 Sue	Simpson	(Mrs.	Mark)	 Eta	Xi
	 2007	 Debbie	Stemle	(Mrs.	Pat)	 Zeta	Mu
	 2008	 Diana	Lamb	(Mrs.	Robert)	 Omega
	 2009	 Pat	Kugler	(Mrs.	Dale)	 Eta	Gamma
	 2010	 Deanna	Howard	(Mrs.	John)	 Alpha	Omega
	 2011	 Janice	Stagg	(Mrs.	Jeff)	 Iota	Tau
	 2012	 Kim	Crawley	(Mrs.	Mike)	 Sigma
	 2013	 Marcia	Mohre	(Mrs.	David)	 Theta	Kappa
	 2014	 Cathy	Etzler	(Mrs.	Chuck)	 Theta	Zeta
	 2015	 Susie	Lewis	 Alpha	Chi
	 2016	 Brenda	Bonner	(Mrs.	Rob)	 Beta	Alpha
	 2017	 Beth	Keeney	(Mrs.	Steve)	 Beta	Tau
	 2018	 Connie	McDaniel	(Mrs.	Mark)	 Beta	Lambda
	 2019	 Patricia	Menge	(Mrs.	David)	 Pi
	 2020	 Sandy	Johnson	(Mrs.	Dave)	 Zeta	Iota

†	Deceased	as	of	October	2020
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2020-2021 Philanthropic Contributions
Overall Donations by All Districts

It is a noble 
thing to give cheer 

to those less fortunate about 
you. Let us then be of good cheer that 

the lives of those about us may 
be enriched.

Total Spent for 
Speech & Hearing

$100,133.07

Total Spent for 
Music

$93,835.77

Total Spent for 
Literature/Literacy

$91,982.26

Total Spent for 
“Other”

$206,845.85

Total Spent for 
All Cultural

$160,080.72

Total Spent for 
Art

$66,234.95
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2020-2021 NATIONAL AWARDS 
Top Awards in Greatest Per Capita Donations

Literature/Literacy Project

Mickie Hansen,
Upsilon - Greenfield, IN
National Project Chair

NE – Gamma Zeta 
Ossian, IN

$2,728.23 per capita
Kim Ashton, Jeani Klaus, 

Carolyn Rahn 

Music Projects

Largest Amount Given Per Capita to Music                                                                                                                                           
NE – Gamma Zeta Ossian, IN

NW – Gamma Beta Remington, IN
EC – Alpha Phi Fortville, IN

WC – Eta Lambda Beech Grove, IN
SE – Beta Sigma Austin, IN
SW – Beta Beta Sullivan, IN

Speech and Hearing Projects

Largest Amount Given Per Capita to Speech and Hearing                                                                                                           
NE – Eta Omicron, Kalamazoo, MI
NW – Eta Gamma Valparaiso, IN

EC – Beta Gamma Peru, IN
WC – Gamma Nu Brownsburg, IN

SE – Theta Nu Lexington, KY
SW – Zeta Mu Jasper, IN

SE – Theta Nu 
Lexington, KY

$500.00 per capita
Phyllis Cunningham, Carol 

Bailey, Judy Lopez 

All Cultural Projects

Largest Amount Given Overall to a Cultural Projects                                                                                                                                      
NE – Gamma Zeta Ossian, IN
NW – Eta Mu Rochester, IN

EC – Alpha Muncie, IN
WC – Gamma Nu Brownsburg, IN

SE – Alpha Omega North Vernon, IN
SW – Beta Mu Brownstown, IN       

NE – Gamma Zeta 
Ossian, IN

$24,554.11 per capita
Kim Ashton, Jeani Klaus, 

Carolyn Rahn 

Fine Arts Projects

Largest Amount Given Per Capita to All Fine Arts                                                                                                                                            
NE – Eta Zeta Nappanee, IN
NW – Eta Mu Rochester, IN
EC – Alpha Phi Fortville, IN

WC – Eta Lambda Beech Grove, IN
SE – Alpha Omega North Vernon, IN
SW – Alpha Omicron Vincennes, IN

WC – Eta Lambda 
Beech Grove, IN

$184.09 per capita
Sheila Smith, Phyllis Sizemore

Largest Amount Per Capita to Literature/Literacy                                                                                                                                    
NE – Theta Theta Fort Wayne, IN

NW – Beta Alpha Flora, IN
EC – Beta Gamma Peru, IN

WC – Gamma Theta Speedway, IN
SE – Alpha Omega North Vernon

SW – Zeta Gamma, Fort Branch, IN

NW – Beta Alpha 
Flora, IN

$400.29 per capita
Lolita McAfee, Brenda Bonner
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2020-2021 SPECIAL AWARDS

Mad Hatters

Hat - A - Tudes

Fabulous Fillys

Rebekah Allgeier, Beta Sigma Austin was recognized for the 
beautiful flowers she donated for table decorations and her time 
that she gave in helping with setting up. 

Community Outreach Projects

Largest Amount Given Per Capita to 
All Other Projects Community Outreach

NE – Eta Zeta Nappanee, IN
NW – Beta Alpha Flora, IN

EC – Beta Delta Van Wert, OH
WC – Gamma Delta Attica IN

SE – Beta Sigma Austin, IN
SW – Iota Rho Odon, IN

SE – Beta Sigma 
Austin, IN

$909.81 per capita
Teresa Eversole-Coomer, 

Rebekah Allgeier 

All Philanthropic Projects

Largest Amount Given Per Capita to 
All Philanthropic Projects

NE – Gamma Zeta Ossian, IN
NW – Beta Alpha Flora, IN

EC – Beta Delta Van Wert, OH
WC – Gamma Nu Brownsburg, IN

SE  - Beta Sigma Austin, IN
SW – Iota Rho, Odon, IN

NE – Gamma Zeta 
Ossian, IN

$2,860.87 per capita
Carolyn Rahn, Jeani Klaus, 

Kim Ashton 

2020-2021 NATIONAL AWARDS 
Top Awards in Greatest Per Capita Donations
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2020-2021 NATIONAL AWARDS
Psi Iota Xi

NATIONAL LITERATURE/LITERACY AWARDS
The National Literature/Literacy Award, which is voted on annually, allows one chapter to be 
drawn from each region to receive $1,000 to use in their community for a literature/literacy 
project. The chapter representatives from the winning chapters are shown below.

Iota Phi, Clarksburg, IN
Southeast District

(L to R) Dana Fussner, Barb Crawford

Gamma Nu, Brownsburg, IN
West Central District

(L to R) Lisa Beiter, Melissa Cooper

Central region

Zeta Theta, Niles, MI
Northwest District

(L to R) Barb Burgs, Cheri Hallwood

Southern regionnorthern region

Northern Region:  
Eta  Omicron, Kalamazoo, MI (NE) – Their donation went to support the Kalamazoo Literacy Council.  They offer free one-on one 
program s to help adults develop reading, writing and spelling skills.  The money purchased books to meet the individual learning 
needs of adult learners.  

Central Region:
Iota Upsilon, Virtual (EC) – Their donation went to help the elementary department to purchase additional literacy resources in 
both ASL (videos ) and English print focusing on diversity and social justice.  

Southern Region:
Beta Phi, Shelbyville, IN (SE) – Their donation went to the elementary schools in the surrounding county.  Books were purchased 
for the Speech/Hearing teachers.

UPDATE on the winners from 2020:
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Northwest DistrictNorthwest District

Rho – Angola, IN
This Chapter, like many others suffered in this past year. The fears and reality of COVID 
were real and several of their members were struck with that reality. They stayed inside 
where they were "safe" and tried to encourage their families, friends, and sisters to do the 
same. Rho’s last meeting prior to reconvening in May was October 2020. Many of their 
members missed the meeting fearful to contract this horrific virus. They were saddened 
to cancel their scheduled BINGO event; it would have been their first. They reached out 
to their sisters in hope and concern that everyone stayed well and prayed because quite 
honestly it was what they could do. After meeting this month in May for our first time 
since October, they are again feeling renewed and refueled. It may become Rho’s mantra 
for 2021 - Renewed and Refueled. They are again planning their Bingo event and excited 
to get into their community and even perhaps make up for a weak 2020. 

“Feather in your Hat” Award Winners

(L to R) Rho, Angola, IN – Marilyn Doerr, Cheryl Ballinger, Sandie Carlson, NEDO, Alpha Delta, 
Decatur, IN – Frankie Barger, Abby Dyer

As a loyal member of Psi Iota Xi, I believe in furthering charitable enterprises, 
in studying the best art, literature and music, and in developing myself socially, 
morally and intellectually. May we, with God’s help, advance in these fields of 
endeavor.

Northeast DistrictNortheast District

(L to R) Eta Nu, Rensselaer, IN – Lori James Tammy Wisley, Heather Mitchell, NWDO, Alpha Xi, 
Logansport, IN - Carol Eldridge, Sandra Shaffer

For the past several years, 
Psi Iota Xi has been honoring 
chapters who are not winning 
National Awards but have 
distinguished themselves in 
other ways.

National President, Sandy 
Johnson, along with your district 
officers, presented the honored 
chapters with “Feather in your 
Hat” Award Certificates.

This information was taken from 
the Pre-Convention Reports, 
so be sure to fill out all those 
sections on the PCR.

Read their Helicon articles to see 
what else they accomplished 
this past year.

Eta Nu –Rensselaer, IN
Community! Since the county fair was can-
celled this chapter decided to make their 
butterscotch cookies as a fund raiser for 
their community and sell them at the local 
farmer’s market. They were also able to Eas-
ter egg baskets together for the children of 
their community and wrap gifts at Christ-
mas time for the miracle tree.

Alpha Xi - Logansport, IN
Staying connected! Just like many other 
chapters this chapter stayed connected 
by having Zoom meetings. They used 
social media and email to keep in touch. 
It was a tough year but they all learned 
new ways to stay connected and take 
care of one another from afar. 

Alpha Eta – Decatur, IN
Their first few meetings were held outside. 
One meeting in particular was in a sister's 
backyard. They tried all sorts of fun drinks. 
As the months got colder, they held meet-
ings via zoom. Before their zoom meeting 
they held drive thru drop offs to collect 
items for a local food pantry, gift cards for 
a local family, and baby items for a crisis 
pregnancy center. It was nice to say hello 
and see them for that brief time. "Proof 
of life!"
During this time, they still continued to 
support local charities and modified events. 
They awarded scholarships for Belmont 
High School graduates, collected gift cards 
around Christmas time for a local man, 
and his family, battling cancer. They lost 
their beloved cheeseball fundraiser, but are 
planning a new fundraiser, a painting party. 
They had to rethink and change initial 
plans due to the governor's orders. With 
no fundraiser they scaled back monetary 
donations from the philanthropic fund, 
but still donated to a local food bank, crisis 
shelter, and pregnancy clinic.
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East Central DistrictEast Central District

Eta Delta - Carmel, IN
In September, this chapter had guest speak-
ers from an organization that they had 
donated money to.  Representatives from 
Brooke's Place spoke to the chapter about 
the organization and how the Psi Ote dona-
tion was used to purchase journals for the 
children served by Brooke's Place.  They 
learned how the journals were used by the 
children to help them cope with the loss 
of a family member and how it aids them 
during the grief process.  In February, a 
representative from ArtMix, another proj-
ect of their chapter, spoke to them about 
the suspension of the Lolly Project due to 
Covid.  The project regrouped and were 
excited to report that they had begun pro-
ducing YouTube videos to teach art since 
face to face instruction was not possible.  
The chapter also supported a local home-
less shelter serving women and children by 
donating needed items.  

Alpha Lambda - Zionsville, IN
This chapter started their year with outdoor meetings.  They held a Scramble Hunt before 
a meeting and then supported locals by having their meeting at a local coffee shop. They 
followed safety protocols and made cheeseballs and peanut clusters.  They celebrated the 
holidays with an outdoor tour of Winter Lights at the Art Museum.  The chapter started 
meeting via zoom during the worst of the pandemic and also held zoom yoga sessions 
for their members.  They made candles while social distancing and wearing masks.  They 
began a Psi Ote book club and read and discussed "The Vanishing Half " by Brit Bennett.  
Their continued use of e-mail, Facebook and the United States Postal Service kept them 
connected and in touch with each other.  

Theta Zeta, Fort Recovery, IN
This chapter started in 1971 and is cel-
ebrating their 50th anniversary! During the 
Covid 19 shut down, one of their founding 
members sent a personal note to each mem-
ber. The president kept members connected 
through Facebook and emails.  They col-
lected money for local food banks and gave 
merchant gift cards to local teachers. The 
members of this chapter sent letters of ap-
preciation to teachers, health care workers, 
and nursing home residents.  This chapter 
was still able to hold 4 fund raisers and 
donate to their local community and school.

West Central DistrictWest Central District

Gamma Tau - Mrion, IN
This chapter was fortunate to hold meetings since September.  Members were also given 
the option of Zoom meetings
During this time of Covid, this chapter continued to look for ways to support the increas-
ing number of vulnerable community members. They chose different charities to receive 
donations of both items and money that the sisters collected/donated at their meetings 
every month.  Examples of the charities funded this year on a monthly basis include: St. 
Martin's Community Center, Humane Society, Family Service Society, Veteran's Food 
Pantry, Women's Shelter, and The WELL.  They also funded 8 other organizations with 
their Local Projects budget.  They conducted a food drive in November for 6 families that 
were going through the Celebrating Families Program.  The sisters of this chapter col-
lected 6 large laundry baskets and 2 grocery sacks full of food for each of the 6 families in 
December!     This chapter made and sold over 6000 balls! Their profits this year exceeded 
$10,000, which will allow them to continue to provide resources to their community.

(L to R) Alpha Lambda, Zionsville, IN – Rene Frye, Beth Carney, Mona Knight, WCDO, Eta Delta, 
Carmel, IN – Veronica Werth, Lisa Pierce

(L to R) Theta Zeta, Fort Recovery, OH – Carol Ranly, Kathy Jutte, Valerie Helms-Mejia, ECDO, 
Gamma Tau, Marion, IN – Tori Mankin, Beth Vipond

How has your chapter best represented the opening verse?

How has 
your chapter 
distinguished 
itself in your 
community?
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Sigma - Greensburg,  IN
Due to Covid this chapter had to move 
their two main fundraisers (fudge and 
cheeseballs) to two separate weekends.  
This gave them more time to spend with 
their sisters.  They focus primarily on art, 
literature, and music. They support local 
programs such as the Library Summer 
Ready Program, the Bread of Life, and 
speech and hearing departments at the 
hospital.  This chapter is in their fourth 
year of a five-year pledge for $1000 each 
year to their local drama troop (Tree 
County Players). They have generously 
donated four $1,000 scholarships to local 
high school seniors continuing their 
education in art, literature, or music.  
They provide volunteers to help run the 
weeklong Sensory Camp that they sponsor.  
This chapter works together with their 
philanthropies to better their community 
with time and talent.  They strive to do their 
best while being loyal and their community 
is a better place due to their sisterhood and 
the work  accomplished. 

Southeast DistrictSoutheast District

Southwest DistrictSouthwest District

Alpha Omicron - VIincennes, IN
This chapter celebrated their 95th anniver-
sary in February.  They were able to con-
tinue in person meetings in 2020-21. They 
held two virtual meetings, one because of 
increasing COVID numbers in their county 
and another due to a snowstorm.  They held 
some fun theme meetings such as a Hawai-
ian Luau, a Christmas pitch-in where they 
wrapped gifts for children in need from the 
community, and a St. Patrick’s Day meeting 
complete with Irish snacks.
They began the year with their annual 
flower sales. They sold a record number 
of beautiful Spring flowers to friends and 

(L to R) Alpha Omicron, Vincennes, IN – Jane Patton, Kathy Kahre, Terri Resler, SWDO, Iota Rho, 
Odon, IN – DeAnne Taggert, Cindy Osmon

Alpha Theta - Charlestown, IN
During the complicated year of Covid this chapter worked and volunteered on Covid 
related projects in their community.  These projects included - 
One member made masks and donated them to not only all chapter sisters, but to her 
church and any individual or group needing them. 
Another member volunteered at a community Covid vaccination site. 
An elderly member having experienced feeling extremely cold and uncomfortable during 
a hospital stay, made capes for nursing home residents and rehabilitation patients to help 
them stay warm.  
After resuming in-person meetings this chapter made treat baskets for two schools, a 
Covid vaccination site, the police department, and an assisted living facility.  These baskets 
included thank you and prayer cards signed by each Psi Ote sister.  
While it was a stressful year, these Psi Otes definitely stayed relevant in their community.  
They said “Our future looks bright, we are re-energized, and ready to get the new year 
planned.

(L to R) Sigma, Greensburg, IN – Barbie Brown, Kim Gerrain, Phyllis Cunningham, SEDO, Alpha 
Theta, Charlestown, IN – Doreen Graves, Carol Good

family in the community.  COVID cancelled 
their well known ArtVentures camp and 6th 
Grade performance at the Red Skelton The-
ater but were able to give back to our com-
munity by purchasing the gifts for children 
in need at Christmas. They had to rethink 
the annual Middle School Art Show due to 
crowd limitations and social distancing.  A 
virtual art show complete with judging and 
prizes was the answer for the year.  They 
continued the Psi Ote mission of studying 
the best literature by donating books to each 
of the seven primary/elementary schools in 
our county.

Iota Rho, Odon, IN
This chapter is small in a very small com-
munity. They continued to help in the com-
munity. Their fundraisers consisted of a 
paint your own door/wall sign, making 
cheese balls and for the first time an online 
NORWEX party.  They used Facebook to 
promote their fundraisers to the commu-
nity. They were able to give two scholar-
ships, donate to the art, music and speech 
& hearing department in the local school. 
Members collect at every meeting out of 
their own pockets to help with someone or 
a special need in the community. 
Their six members spent the year planning 
the Indiana State Meeting in April. They 
worked very hard and made it a complete 
success. If you want to know what the term 
“Small but mighty” means you can see it in 
this chapter. 
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Convention Highlights
The Many Hats of Psi Iota Xi

2021-2022 National President Andrea Niedenthal with her family
(L to R) Leslie Yazel, Mary Wicker, Andrea Niedenthal, Barbara Powers and Sharon Rhodes

2020-2021National President Sandy Johnson installs 
Andrea Niedenthal as the incoming 2021-2022 
National President.
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CONVENTION INVITATIONS
Convention 2022

Muncie, IN
Muncie Convention Center

Hosted by Zeta Tau, Milroy, IN

Zeta Gamma, Fort Branch, IN, invites all 
Psi Otes to attend the 2023 Convention 
at Double Tree by Hilton in Evansville, 
IN, on June 23-25, 2023. 

Convention 2023
Evansville, IN

Double Tree by Hilton
Hosted by 

Zeta Gamma, Fort Branch, IN

Join Zeta Tau of Milroy, IN, to 
celebrate a big anniversary in 
2022. The convention theme 
is “Psi Iota Xi: 125 Years of 
People, Purpose, and Passion” 
and will take place at the 
Horizon Center in Muncie, 
Indiana on June 24-26, 2022.

Theta Theta, Fort Wayne, IN, invites all 
Psi Otes to attend the 2024 Convention 
if Fort Wayne, Indiana

Convention 2024
Fort Wayne, IN

Hosted by 
Theta Theta, Fort Wayne, IN
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NORTHEAST DISTRICT CHAPTERS:
Pi, Fort Wayne, IN ...............................................1919
Rho, Angola, IN ...................................................1916
Phi, Huntington, IN ............................................1920
Alpha Delta, Decatur, IN ....................................1922
Alpha Eta, Bluffton, IN .......................................1923
Alpha Rho, Garrett, IN ........................................1926
Beta Epsilon, Mentone, IN .................................1929
Beta Rho, Goshen, IN. ........................................1935
Gamma Zeta, Ossian, IN ....................................1945
Zeta Theta, Niles, MI...........................................1959
Eta Zeta, Nappanee, IN ......................................1967
Eta Omicron, Kalamazoo, MI .............................1969
Eta Sigma, Grand Rapids, MI .............................1970
Theta Theta, Fort Wayne, IN ..............................1971
Theta Kappa, Edon, OH ......................................1972
Theta Tau, Midland, MI ......................................1974

ORTHEAST DISTRICT

What a crazy and wonderful year we had in the Northeast 
District! I know it was not the normal year that we were 
looking for, but “Hats Off” to all of my sisters. We added six 
new members and gave away over $99,000 to worthy causes 
in Ohio, Indiana and Michigan, despite all the Covid-19 re-
strictions. I am so proud on how everyone has come together 
to find creative new ways to meet and have fundraisers.
It has been my pleasure to serve as your Northeast District 
Officer for the past three years. I have made many new 
friends and have enjoyed visiting with chapters. Please keep 
me in mind for any future events you might be having or 
even a chapter meeting. I feel I have missed out getting to 
meet so many of you in person due to the restrictions and 
have always looked forward to the chapter visits. I have 
enjoyed reading your accomplishments on your PCRs, and 
I am amazed by what we are able to give back to our com-
munities. Through all the adversity of the past year, which 
we have met head on, you have not lost sight of what being 
a Psi Ote is all about.

Total Community Outreach .....................................................................$ 33,240
Total Speech and Hearing .......................................................................$ 16,800
Total Music ..................................................................................................$ 32,089
Total Fine Arts .............................................................................................$ 11,366
Total Literature/Literacy ...........................................................................$ 6,398

16
Chapters

268
Members

As we enter a new year, let’s keep our chapters connected, 
be a good listener, and be creative. Invite alumnae to a 
meeting or to help with an event. Listen to your members, 
new and old, care for them, encourage them, and challenge 
them. Don’t hesitate to reach out to other chapters for help 
and/or support with a new fundraiser, online or in person, 
or to update your social media presence. We all approach 
giving, community service, and fundraising so differently, 
but we all have the same common goals. I count myself 
lucky to have been your Northeast District Officer; I have 
learned so much and it has brought me so much joy! You 
cannot control every situation, but it is amazing what we 
can achieve with the right Attitude!

“Attitude” by Amber Snyder
Attitude is a little thing that makes a big difference

You won’t have control over every situation in your life,
Maybe you don’t get to make every decision but when
You wake up in the morning, you get to decide your at-

titude
Today is your day and if that is the only decision that you 

get to make that day
You better make it a good one.

Because with the right attitude who knows what you can 
Achieve!

Sandie Carlson
DISTRICT OFFICER
Theta Kappa–Edon, OH
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PI
Fort Wayne, Indiana

31 Members
2nd and 4th Monday

August 9, 1919
Social: The ladies of Pi Chapter took a little 
rest after all the hard work and excitement 
of bringing you Convention 2020. We thank 
you for coming and celebrating Psi Iota Xi 
even though we had Covid-19 restrictions 
to deal with.
Covid-19 continued to play a major role in 
how we held our meetings this year. We only 
met in person for our Halloween Party and 
our May picnic. Our Halloween Party was a 
hybrid meeting – a few in person and more 
via Zoom. We utilized Zoom to hold most 
of our meetings and still managed to have 
speakers at several meetings. We learned a 
lot about flexibility and our community while 
using Zoom.
In May, we held our annual picnic/potluck 
at Kyle Dever’s home (actually, in Kyle’s 
driveway under canopies). Our three Pur-
due Fort Wayne scholarship winners joined 
us and presented a sampling of their work 
to us, their adoring fans. We enjoyed seeing 
each other face to face and, since we’re all 
vaccinated, maskless.  
Fundraising: As Covid-19 continued to cre-
ate challenges for fundraising, we decided to 
try something new and different. We decided 
to create a mini cookbook for our chapter. 
Members were asked to submit a recipe(s) 
for the cookbook and then send a check for 
the amount the ingredients would cost. This 
little fundraiser took very little time and made 
almost $750 for our general fund plus we got 
some tasty recipes to try, too. 
Membership: We had no new initiates this 
year. We lost a few petals in our alumni and 
honorary retired groups, good sisters who 
supported Psi Iota Xi as best they could for 
as long as they could.
Sadly, our Honorary Retired social group de-
cided to disband at the end of this year. They 
decided that there were so few who were able 
(and willing) to come out monthly for lunch 
and a program that it was time to end. 

mas gifts for each one. We also continued 
collecting canned goods at each meeting 
throughout the year to be donated to Love 
Inc., a local organization. 
Chapter News: This year was met with 
many trials and challenges, such as losing 
our meeting place, not being able to hold 
our yearly festival, and having to learn 
how to do more things virtually. Despite 
these challenges, we were able to honor 
many students with scholarships and still 
help in other ways around the community. 
These obstacles only forced us to get more 
creative and come together as a group 
even more to find solutions. We have our 
100th year anniversary coming up (it was 
postponed) this summer, and we are so 
excited to celebrate our sisterhood! As this 
year comes to a close, we look forward to 
reinstating our festival and having another 
rewarding year sharing friendship, laughter 
and service for our community!

ALPHA DELTA
Decatur, Indiana

7 Members
Fourth Tuesday
May 23, 1922

Our first meetings were held outside. One, in 
particular, was held in a Sisters backyard with 
fun food and drinks. As the weather grew 
colder, we conducted meetings via Zoom. 
Before the meetings, we would drop off do-
nation items in a parking lot for a local food 
pantry, gift cards for a family in need, and 
baby items for a local crisis pregnancy center.
We continued to award scholarships for lo-
cal high school graduates despite losing our 
beloved cheeseball fundraiser. The future 
is hopeful as we put our heads together to 
create new fundraisers such as the Painting 
with PIX to be held in the Fall. Where there 
is a Will, there is a Way!!

ALPHA ETA
Bluffton, Indiana
12 Members

Second Monday
October 19, 1923

It was truly an unusual year to say the least. 
We did meet by zoom during the early 
months of the pandemic and later in the fall 
we were able to meet in person using safe-
guard protocols. On Nov. 9th we made 500 
cheeseballs. This amount is half of what we 
usually make. We were very glad we were 
able to do this fundraiser. We were able to 
donate to many organizations in Bluffton. 
We made donations to: Family Centered 
Services, Creative Arts Council- Music on 
the Patio, Creative Art’s Council, YMCA 
Dream Team, Summer Reading Program 
at our local library, Wells County Histori-
cal Society, High school Scholarship. On 
May 17th we hosted basket bingo! It had 
been cancelled three other times due to 
the pandemic. We had a great crowd & it 
was great to see people out and about & 
excited to play. We were so fortunate to 

RHO
Angola, Indiana
29 Members
First Monday
June 16, 1916

Social Activities: Attempts were made to 
keep us together, as many things were put 
on hold. Card showers and prayers, emails, 
and monthly hopes of meeting again soon 
seemed to dominate us. Fortunately, the 
year has made us stronger and more deter-
mined to move forward into better times. 
We were able to kick off the new year with 
a tour of and meeting at our new adult 
activity center, The Heritage Center. A few 
weeks later, we enjoyed a social plant auc-
tion among members to raise money for the 
upcoming year. We have been able to keep 
our membership and we look forward to 
better days ahead.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: We 
looked forward to sponsoring two high 
school music students to travel to Europe 
for vocal tours, however the trips were 
cancelled due to COVID. Our newest and 
biggest fundraiser, Purse Bingo, had to be 
postponed last fall due to COVID restric-
tions. We have worked a long time on 
preparing for this event, so we are fired 
up for this fall as we plan to proceed. Like 
everyone, we faced many social and health 
challenges this past year. We were able to 
shift all our 2020-2021 plans and dreams to 
2021-2022! The future looks bright! 
Chapter News: We are excited to initiate 
three legacies this spring, Courtney Sim-
mons, Audreyana Antos, and Grace Em-
berton. We will fondly remember seven 
fallen petals from the past two years at our 
Memorial Service; Patricia Martin, Mary 
Douglass, Deborah Smathers, Alys Sirk, 
Joan Willig, Janice Nilson, and Ruth Ann 
Sheets.

PHI
Huntington, Indiana

23 Members
First Monday
July 26, 1920

Social Activities: We had another great 
and successful year. Our first few months 
are usually busy with our Pioneer Festival 
and cheeseball sales. Due to covid, we 
were unable to hold our Pioneer Festival. 
Fortunately, our creative and adaptable 
cheeseball chairs were able to find a way to 
still sell cheeseballs within covid protocols. 
We were also able to hold a few in-person 
meetings this year, and we even had a book 
exchange. 
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: The sell-
ing of cheeseballs was our main source of 
raising funds to give back to the commu-
nity. This year we were able to have our 
cheeseballs mixed and packaged for us. 
With the funds raised, we were still able 
to award many college scholarships for 
students. This Christmas we again adopted 
three local families and purchased Christ-

(l to r) Professor Rebecca Coffman, Chair of Art & 
Design Dept, PFW College of Visual and Performing 
Arts; Charlene Delaney, Charlotte Trenary Memorial 
Music Scholarship; Adalai Deale, Susan A. Stone 
Memorial Writing Award; Bailey Butler, Patsy Dumas Art 
Scholarship.
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in number, we remain a close-knit, lov-
ing group of women who are enthusiasti-
cally committed to honoring the Psi Iota Xi 
Opening Pledge with our time and contri-
butions locally and nationally.

BETA RHO
Goshen, Indiana

7 members
Second Thursday
January 18, 1935

2020 was a hard year with COVID. The 
unfortunate part is that we were not able 
to host our largest fundraiser which didn’t 
allow us to award any scholarships. But we 
were able to continue to meet via Zoom 
as that was the new normal for last year. 
In November we were able to pull off a 
popcorn fundraiser from a local popcorn 
vendor. Since we were not able to have our 
annual Quarter Paddle auction, we did 
get creative and host an online auction. 
We are looking forward to a much better 
2021 as our large fundraiser which is our 
pizza booth during the Elkhart County 4H 
Fair is a go.

GAMMA ZETA
Ossian, Indiana
10 Members
Third Monday
March 17, 1945

Social Activities: Our group had fewer 
social activities with Covid restrictions 
but kept in touch with meetings in person 
up until fall then communicated through 
group texts and Zoom meetings. Our tight 
knit group has become closer as a few ac-
tive and retired members have passed away 
this year. One retired member stepped up 
and reactivated her membership to fill one 
of the lost member’s void and to carry on 
her legacy as treasurer.
Chapter News: While we are thrilled to 
have over 75 years to celebrate as a group, 
we have postponed our celebration and 
plan to make it special with a possible con-
cert or dinner once we are able to meet in 
a group format again. One project we put 
together to celebrate this milestone was a 
History Book of our club with articles and 
photos of various activities, projects and 
fundraising we have done over 75 years. 
One of our biggest accomplishments was 
donating $30,000 to the Wells County Re-
vitalization for Ossian Revitalization for 
the Archbold Wilson Park Amphitheater in 
a local park. The money was accumulated 
over 15 years of fundraisers. We plan to sell 
food at the upcoming Grand Opening at 
the park over Memorial Day weekend 2021.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Our 
two main fundraisers were cancelled due 
to Covid restrictions, but we did not let 
that get us down. We found a safe way to 
make money with Dan’s Fish Fry and sold 
chicken, fish and tenderloin meals in a 
drive thru format. We also found ways to 
make some extra funds by selling flowers 

host this fundraiser. We focused on each 
other this year and made sure if anyone 
needed anything we were there to help 
out! We look forward to a successful year 
and enjoy helping out in our community 
wherever and whenever needed.

ALPHA RHO
Garrett, Indiana
14 Members
First Monday
August 1926

Faitfully served their community in the 
name  of Psi Iota Xi.

BETA EPSILON
Mentone, Indiana

13 members
First Tuesday

September 7, 1929
Social Activities: Our annual social activi-
ties included an October cookout with the 
officers providing picnic fare and a May 
carry-in dinner with non-officers prepar-
ing the meal.  Because of COVID, our 
Christmas dinner was a small gathering at 
a local restaurant.  However, each member 
brought or sent a toy donation to be dis-
tributed to local children through our local 
food bank.  Again, because of COVID, all 
other social activities were cancelled.
Charitable Activities/Fundraising: Our 
charitable monetary contributions includ-
ed a variety of charities and memorials.  
We donated to the Tippecanoe Valley High 
School Athletic Department along with 
our annual contribution to the the TVHS 
Student Council to purchase gifts for our 
community ’s Christmas Miracle Tree.  
We donated money to the Bell Memorial 
Museum for donation and membership.  
Our donations to Riley Radio Days was 
a matched donation, and again this year 
money was sent to Hear Indiana.  Memo-
rial contributions were made to CASA 
of Kosciusko County and the First Tee 
Indiana scholarship fund.  In memory of 
our sisters’ loved ones, we supported both 
the Sweet and Sassy Golf Outing and the 
Jimmy Baker Golf Outing.
Fund Raisers this year revolved around 
many enjoyable activities.  Our cheeseballs 
were purchased by family and friends with 
the remainder being sold to shoppers at 
the Warsaw Craft Show and the Crazy 
Egg Craft Show.  As always, the “Sandwich 
Ladies” were in attendance at our booth at 
home TVHS football and basketball games.  
We were very popular before games and 
especially at half time.  A new fund raiser 
was added this year.  We made Christmas 
candies and goodies for the Primitive Gath-
erings Christmas Open House, and our 
cheeseballs were a hit!
Chapter News: Due to illness and family 
obligations, one of our sisters requested to 
become inactive.  We were all saddened 
by her request.  However, although small 

such as mums and sweetheart yellow roses. 
We plan to continue our cheeseball fund-
raiser this coming year which is one of our 
main projects. A former member donated 
a centerpiece in yellow and turquoise and 
we added $50 bills wrapped uniquely to our 
bouquet to donate to the National Conven-
tion for their raffle. We also sold homemade 
masks that were beautiful to stay current 
with the times. We continued our annual 
activities and started some new ones such 
as donated to Family Service Duck Race, 
paid for Reminisce Magazine for area 
nursing homes, gave money to a local boy 
who is hearing impaired, donated to Wells 
County “Baby Box”, gave Hope Lights Tree 
Committee a donation for an ornament to 
honor our lost member, Jeannette Dickey 
and gave funds to help a local girl pay her 
show choir fees when her family had a job 
loss and couldn’t afford her fees. We had 
to alter our visits with our blind friend, 
Wanda, who is in a group home by call-
ing and sending cards and giving gifts at 
her birthday and Christmas. She received 
blankets and a pizza for her and three 
roommates to bring them cheer. Lastly, we 
showered our many retired members with 
cards, flowers, pie and visits when we were 
able and calls for those who had surgery 
or who needed cheering up. This unique 
year came together with Zoom and Texts 
when we were unable to meet in person, 
but we met and were incredibly grateful 
to keep in touch.

ZETA THETA
Niles, Michigan
15 Members

Second Wednesday
February 14, 1959

2020-2021 was a difficult year for every-
one, sorority was no exception. Many of our 
fundraisers and activities were either cut or 
not at full capacity. But our ladies kept their 
positive attitudes and pushed forward. We 
held a scaled down version of the Apple 
Festival, called the Harvest Market. Meetings 
were done via Zoom for many months and 
Christmas parties and other yearly events 
were cancelled but again the ladies of Zeta 
Theta kept looking for little snippets of joy. 
Moving into 2021 we’ve met in person again 
and have been moving forward with plans for 
new officers, possible new members and our 
big fundraiser the Apple Festival. Hoping to 
see many sisters at Convention in Kentucky 
this year!!

ETA ZETA
Nappanee, Indiana

17 Members
Second Thursday

May 7, 1967
Per tradition we started off our new year in 
May with a carry-in dinner at a members 
house where we enjoyed amazing food 
and fellowship before the installation of 
our new officers.
While this year was hard on many chapters 
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for gathering and being out and about 
in our communities we were able to still 
raise plenty of funds by taking a different 
approach to some of our events. Such as 
our ‘House of Holly’ event which is usu-
ally in a member or person’s home in our 
community. We did the entire event virtual 
and it was still a great success. We weren’t 
able to make our famous cheeseballs this 
year but we sold beautiful etched stainless 
steel tumblers which made great Christmas 
gifts. We donated supplies and helped wrap 
Christmas gifts for the Boys and Girls Club 
‘Christmas Jubilee’ as well as volunteered 
at our local blood drives for the Red Cross. 
In May we held our annual geranium and 
hanging basket sale which is always a fun 
way to kick off spring. We were also ex-
cited to try something new with hosting a 
‘giveback night’ at a local restaurant in our 
community to raise funds for a family in 
need, a portion of each check was donated 
towards their medical bills. 
We welcomed one new member, Brittany 
Wagner to our chapter and are looking for-
ward to her sharing her gifts with our group 
to make the 2021-2022 year a great one!

ETA OMICRON
Kalamazoo, Michigan

13 Members
First & Third Wednesday

April 27, 1969
Social Activities: In August, our president 
attended the National Convention in Fort 
Wayne, and greatly appreciated the social 
distancing practices in place. After a brief 
summer break, we started the fall out with 
our business meetings held virtually using 
Zoom with a modest learning curve! Due 
to COVID, the Western Michigan Univer-
sity (WMU) Van Riper Lecture Series was 
not able to be held, but we are hopeful for 
the future! In May, we were able to surprise 
our eldest sister, Louella Bradley, with 
a drive by birthday parade for her 97th 
birthday!!! Sadly, she passed in September, 
and we miss her dearly. 
Charitable Activities/Fundraising: During 
November and December, we continued 
with our poinsettia fundraiser. We were 
delighted to do fairly well given the loss 
of some of our larger customers. From 
our homes, we continued to make fleece 
blankets for Lydia’s Blankets – a charity 
which donates the blankets to pediatric 
inpatients at our local hospital. Some other 
organization’s we shared our charitable 
spirit with were Portage Community Cen-
ter (donating Thanksgiving and Christmas 
baskets), Western Michigan Seita Students 
(a student welcome basket and snacks for 
holiday breaks). Given it was such a tough 
year for many organizations, we increased 
our giving to Loaves & Fishes (food bank), 
Ministry with Community (homeless), 
Warm Kids (winter weather clothing), and 
Breakfast Optimist Club of Kalamazoo. 
Chapter News: In February, we selected the 

Kalamazoo Literacy Council as a recipient 
of its philanthropic effort to support litera-
cy in the community. The $1,000 gift went 
to support the purchase of workbooks for 
approximately 50 adult English Language 
Learners and Adult Literacy students. 

ETA SIGMA
Grand Rapids, Michigan

9 Members
Second Monday
May 23, 1970

Social Activities: In the summer, our Eta 
Sigma sisters gathered to enjoy a cookout 
at one of our member’s homes which has 
beautiful landscaping and gardens. This is 
an annual event that everyone enjoys for 
the food, fellowship and flowers. Our pot 
luck dinner in September and Christmas 
dinner at Pietro’s Italian Restaurant were 
both cancelled due to Covid restrictions. 
All other socials such as game nights and 
attending plays were also put on hold this 
year.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Our 
largest fundraiser, as always, was our popu-
lar home-made cheese balls. We also sold 
Koeze nuts and candy, and pastry bankets. 
Our other fundraiser of staffing the spring 
and fall Grand Rapids Parade of Homes 
didn’t materialize. The spring event was 
completely cancelled due to Covid restric-
tions. The builders’ organization which 
sponsors the Parade of Homes decided 
to not use community groups to staff the 
parade in fall, 2020. Proceeds from our 
fundraisers went to Calvin University’s 
Outpatient Speech Therapy Clinic, Arts 
in Motion, Deaf and Hard of Hearing Ser-
vices, Paws with a Cause, Comprehen-
sive Therapy Center, Master Arts Theater, 
Camp Shout Out, and the Girl’s Choral 
Academy. Eta Sigma members gave their 
time and talents to the Children’s Advocacy 
Center and local second-best shops. 
Chapter News: Our chapter was chartered 
on May 23, 1970. Two of our long-term 
members, Nellie Sabin and Deb Doehring, 
were planning a wonderful celebration to 
honor our 50th anniversary, as well as to 
honor our only remaining charter member, 
Rosy Roberts. Covid restrictions cancelled 
that anniversary dinner. Sadly, Rosy passed 
away in the summer of 2020. We’ll always 
remember her dedication and leadership 
to Psi Iota Xi. Over the past 50 years, our 
small group had given over $150,000 to 
community groups such as those listed 
above, in addition to Gilda’s Club, Ronald 
McDonald House, Grand Valley Univer-
sity speech and hearing scholarships, and 
many more. Our members have graciously 
donated time and talents to so many com-
munity groups over the years. We have 
successfully achieved Psi Iota Xi’s mission 
in our community for 50 years. In the past 
two years, we have lost two fundraisers due 
to them being discontinued by the sponsor-
ing group. Our membership has declined 

and is not as active as our members age, 
move, and spend winters in warmer cli-
mates. With much sadness, we have voted 
to disband our chapter as of April, 2021. 
We will always cherish our membership, 
memories and friendships from our years 
as Psi Otes. We are so proud to be members 
of this wonderful organization and of the 
numerous good works that we have ac-
complished in the Grand Rapids, Michigan 
area because of Psi Iota Xi.

THETA THETA
Fort Wayne, Indiana

22 Members
Second Tuesday

September 10, 1971
Chapter News: The ladies of Theta Theta 
united in sisterhood during the year of “Co-
vid”. Exec board & general meetings were 
conducted via Zoom. We found communi-
cating through technology as a wonderful 
avenue but all truly missed the comrade of 
meeting together. When conditions were 
approved for gathering the chapter met at 
the Psi Iota Barn, Northside Park in Fort 
Wayne.
One of our two Social events was “Sweet 
Treats”. Ladies gathered at DeBrand Fine 
Chocolate for a tour of the facility. Yummy 
treats were on display and available for 
purchase. The other social event was the 
Fort Wayne Tin Caps baseball game. This 
event is always great fun. 
Theta Theta will be hosting the National 
Convention in Fort Wayne, June 2024. A 
committee was formed to explore conven-
tion facilities and hotels throughout the 
area. 
At the April meeting we were honored 
to welcome four new members; Megan 
Morr, (Legacy), Michelle Philips, Rose 
Newman-Clevenger and Bethany Shefferly 
(Legacy). Dee Burkhalter was awarded Psi 
Ote of the Year. Dee has been a member of 
the Theta Theta chapter for over 20 years. 
Also recognized at the April meeting was 
Sue Murphy for 20 years of service.
In September 2021, Theta Theta will be 
celebrating 50 years as a chapter. President 
Bonnie Doerffler is planning the celebra-
tion and the ladies are looking forward to 
the fun. 
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: The 
chapter was fortunate to hold three fund-
raisers. The Style Show was held on August 
29th. Fashions were from JJill and modeled 
by our own chapter sisters. 
Theta Theta’s Purse Bingo was held on 
Saturday, November 21, at Pine Valley 
Country Club. Many ladies from the com-
munity attended vying for designer purses 
such as Coach, Michael Kors, Kate Spade, 
Vera Bradley and more.
As the Christmas season arrived Theta 
Theta united to support a family from 
Haley Elementary school and the annual 
Christmas Green sales. The pandemic did 
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not stop our sales and we were blessed 
monetarily. 
Philanthropic Endeavors: In March we 
approved $8,200 for Philanthropic endeav-
ors; Turnstone, PFW AAC Poss-Abilities 
Camp, Kate’s Kart, Arts United SCAN 
and the Fort Wayne Philharmonic just to 
name a few.
Volunteer hours were achieved as condi-
tions were available to help those in need. 

THETA KAPPA
Edon, Ohio
18 Members

Second Monday
March 5, 1972

Social Activities: As we close on our 49th 
year as a chapter, we can enjoy a feeling of 
pride that we have again successfully kept 
the values of PIX going strong in our small 
community. Social activities are always a 
nice reward for the hard work put in at our 
meetings and events. Our formal monthly 
meetings were moved to our local Fire 
Department as there is more room for us 
to be physically distant.  This helps mini-
mize stress or obligation to host meetings, 
but don’t be surprised when I say we still 
occasionally wander off agenda and turn 
our meetings into mini social events! In 
December, because of COVID-19, unfor-
tunately we weren’t able to celebrate the 
Christmas season together like we normal-
ly do. We usually would do a gift card ex-
change between us sisters, but we decided 
to donate the money we would have used 
for a gift card to an organization/charity of 
our choice. For Founder’s Day, we enjoyed 
a nice dinner at JJ Winns Restaurant & 
Lounge in Montpelier. We celebrated one 
of our sister’s 50 years of membership and 
becoming an Honorary Retired member. 
We enjoyed each other’s company while 
discussing a few things on the upcoming 
agenda and shared the current happenings 
going on in our home lives.
Charitable Activities/Fund-Raisers: The 
sisters of Theta Kappa feel confident that 
our giving was well used, and our time 
was well spent with a strong focus on art, 
literature, and music in our community. In 
November, we normally hold our most suc-
cessful annual fundraiser, Purse and Jewel-
ry Bingo. We weren’t able to hold our Purse 
and Jewelry Bingo due to COVID-19, so in 
April we did a Designer Purse Raffle. We 
felt it went well and attracted a different 
crowd than our normal Purse Bingo. In 
December, it is a joy to spoil our commu-
nity senior citizens by distributing gift bags 
filled with useful goodies that they always 
seem to enjoy.  Annually, in April, we also 
give back to our community senior citizen 
group by recognizing their birthdays and 
anniversaries with a small gift. This year we 
were going to gift them with Edon Dairy 
Treat coupons, but we weren’t able to at 
that time because of COVID-19. We still 
plan to treat them when we are able. To cel-

birthday card greetings. While we are apart 
physically, we are working to stay in touch 
and support one another even when we’re 
out of state. 
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Being 
known as the “Cheeseball Ladies” is a privi-
lege and responsibility in mid-Michigan! 
When we weren’t able to safely produce 
our cheeseballs this year, we explained our 
situation in the local newspaper. We are 
still planning on producing cheeseballs in 
the coming year, if possible. Regardless, 
we used our available philanthropic funds 
to contribute to our chosen community 
needs, but with smaller donations. We 
donated personally to the fund for the 
Sandford Dam disaster in December. We 
made and donated see-through masks for 
the hearing impaired at a local university. 
We have also applied to the LPGA for an 
opportunity of a donation to non-profits 
like ours in our area. 
In several of our Zoom meetings, we invit-
ed speakers to share information from Our 
Community Listens, Hospital Hospitality 
House of Saginaw, and the Midland County 
Emergency Food Pantry to increase our 
knowledge, the availability of volunteering, 
and consideration for future donations. 
Chapter News: We have chosen to initiate 
co-officers this year as a way to train new 
officers, share responsibilities, and to give 
more members an opportunity to serve as 
an office holder. 
Sadly and unexpectedly, we lost Christine 
Robinson, co-vice president, to cancer in 
January. We supported the family and each 
other through this loss. 
We have fostered our connection with each 
other through a monthly “Sister Interview.” 
Two different members are chosen to in-
terview each other from a list of questions. 
At the meetings, each member shares what 
they have learned. We are keeping a record 
of the interviews to add to our chapter’s 
history. We are looking forward to the day 
when we can safely meet again in person!

ebrate Easter as a community, we organize 
an Easter Egg Hunt for the children of our 
community and each child receives a small 
basket of goodies. The egg hunt is funded 
by our wonderful community sponsors. 
Also, because of COVD-19 restrictions, our 
Easter Egg Hunt looked a little different. 
We held a drive thru Easter event, where 
each child still received a basket of goodies 
from our special guest, the Easter Bunny. 
Each June, we hold our annual community 
garage sales and we are looking forward to 
doing that this year, since we weren’t able 
to last year. In August, our community 
celebrates Edon Days and this is when we 
organize the community parade. 
Yearly, we also donate time and money to 
several other community organizations 
such as; books for the public library give-
aways, canned goods to the food pantry, 
school music and art departments, high 
school senior scholarships, 4-H camp 
scholarships, summer lunch program, 
hearing aids for local child, Kate’s Kart, 
The Cincinnati Children’s Hearing Aid 
Trust, D.A.R.E. and a donation to PIX 
long term project. We are proud to say our 
Theta Kappa Sisters are frequently active at 
school concession stands, D.A.R.E. Camp, 
4-H projects, music boosters, parents club 
and other areas of need in our community.  
Chapter News: We have remained a sup-
portive and close-knit group through the 
ups and downs of life in our sorority and 
community this year. Two great sisters left 
this year, as one became an Alumni and 
one an Honorary Retired member. We 
initiated one new member in January.  It 
is heartbreaking to see some sister’s deal 
with hard trials of life such as the decline 
of beloved parents or family or personal 
health concerns. In return, it is wonderful 
to see some of our sister’s positive aspects 
of life, such as getting married or having a 
child graduate from high school or college.  
We are confident that the good always out-
weighs the bad. Our focus in the 2021-2022 
year is to continue to be a close-knit group 
of supportive sisters and to start preparing 
for a 50th anniversary celebration involv-
ing our community (since we haven’t got to 
do a whole lot of that, due to COVID-19).

THETA TAU
Midland, Michigan

17 Members
Third Tuesday
June 1974

Social Activities: Theta Tau sisters have 
learned to use Zoom since March due to 
the pandemic. Through Zoom, we have 
connected with each other monthly, help-
ing make a vaccination appointment, play-
ing an online group game at the virtual 
Christmas gathering, and reaching out 
to support each other through the loss of 
a sister, a sister’s mother, and the mem-
bers impacted by the Sanford and Wixom 
Dam failures. We look forward to receiving 
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ORTHWEST DISTRICT

NORTHWEST DISTRICT CHAPTERS:
Chi, Brookston, IN ..............................................1921
Alpha Xi, Logansport, IN ....................................1925
Beta Alpha, Flora, IN ..........................................1928
Beta Xi, Crown Point, IN .....................................1934
Beta Psi, Delphi, IN* ...........................................1939
Gamma Beta, Remington, IN ............................1941
Gamma Sigma, South Bend, IN ........................1953
Gamma Upsilon, Wolcott, IN .............................1955
Delta Zeta, Lafayette, IN ....................................1940
Eta Gamma, Valparaiso, IN ................................1966
Eta Eta, LaPorte, IN .............................................1967
Eta Mu, Rochester, IN .........................................1968
Eta Nu, Rensselaer, IN* ......................................1969
Theta Delta, Bremen, IN ....................................1971
Theta Iota, Monticello, IN ..................................1971
Iota Zeta, Knox, IN ..............................................1980
Iota Xi, Winamac, IN ...........................................1996

*Chapter also has an Auxiliary Chapter

Total Community Outreach .......................................................................$ 34,515
Total Speech and Hearing .........................................................................$ 11,292
Total Music ....................................................................................................$ 13,511
Total Fine Arts ...............................................................................................$  8,364
Total Literature/Literacy .............................................................................$ 23,348

In spite of all of the challenges the Northwest District faced 
they still contributed $91,032.67 this year! With 17 chapters 
and 294 members, your per capita contribution was $332.24! 
CONGRATULATIONS!
Your support of your local schools and communities with 
scholarships, projects, and donations in Art, Music, Speech 
& Hearing, and Literature was full of good cheer.
As always, continue with your effort to find two new mem-
bers during the coming year. New members bring with 
them, new friendships, and new ideas. We need to grow 
each chapter to keep Psi Iota Xi strong and successful for 
the future years.

It has been a pleasure serving as your district officer.

Loyally,
Heather Mitchell

CHI
Brookston, Indiana

19 Members
Third Thursday

April 1921
It was a year to remember for Chi with Covid being a real concern 
for meetings and our biggest fundraiser, but we persevered. We 
were able to conduct our business meetings because we met at 
our Psi Iota Xi Community House and were able to sit 6-8 feet 
apart at different tables and wear masks.
Social Activities: We had Game Night in January and played 
Chameleon with laughs galore and a good time had by all. For 
February’s PIX-MIX Night Out with husbands/friends, we gath-
ered at the Carpenter Creek Winery in Remington and then had 

17
Chapters

294
Members

Heather Mitchell
DISTRICT OFFICER

Zeta Theta–Niles, MI

Chi Cookie Baking Day
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dinner at Roots Eatery & Pub in Wolcott. 
It was enjoyable to meet husbands/ friends 
and just relax.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Our big-
gest fundraiser of the year was cancelled 
due to Covid where we make and bake 
1500 cookie rolls at the White County 
Fair in July. Instead in September we made 
500 cookie rolls and sold the frozen rolls 
out of our sorority house which houses 
a freezer. We baked 25 rolls for another 
sorority’s Taco Salad Night. For the first 
time we teamed up with the Brookston’s 
Lion’s Club to conduct a raffle and it was 
highly successful. Butter Braids were sold 
in October for November delivery. 
Monies to our local communities included:  
Frontier Elementary teachers were given 
gift cards for Valentine’s Day for their dedi-
cation to our students and keeping our 
school system open the entire year. At 
Senior Awards’ Night four students were 
recognized and given a monetary award in 
art, band, choir, and literature. A Psi Iota Xi 
scholarship to a Frontier Senior is awarded 
to a happy recipient. An Eagle Scout project 
was funded. Our two food pantries were 
given money. As always, we support state 
and national projects.
Chapter News: We were excited to accept a 
transfer from Rita Clark, who is the Project 
Chair for the Indiana State Association. 
On June 3rd we will host a 100th year 
Anniversary open house at our Psi Iota Xi 
Community House in Brookston. Cheers 
to Chi!

ALPHA Xl
Logansport, Indiana

20 Members
Second Monday
August 11, 1925

Social Activities: This year was by far an 
unusual year for everyone. The pandemic 
hit our community hard and quickly. Our 
annual Speech and Hearing Clinic had to 
be cancelled along with social meetings. 
Psi Iota sisters had to learn what a Zoom 
meeting was and for a few months that 
was our socializing. Slowly we were able 
to resume with normal meetings.

Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Unfor-
tunately, our biggest fundraiser had to be 
cancelled and the committee had to come 
up with something that would fit in with 
the pandemic. This included a local garage 
sale to help with funding and to donate art 
supplies to a local Preschool.
Chapter News: Alpha Xi was able to give 
out two College Scholarships and gave to 
local speech and hearing therapists.
We have all adjusted to the “new normal” 
and continue to provide everything our 
Chapter has to offer.

BETA ALPHA
Flora, Indiana
20 Members

First Wednesday
June 12, 1928

Social Activities: As many other chapters 
did, we had to adjust our meetings to ac-
commodate COVID precautions. We had 
some meetings virtually via Zoom, some 
at the home of a sister with a virtual op-

tion, and we were excited to use a new 
coffee shop as a meeting space to allow us 
to spread out and have some late evening 
treats! We also added more social activities 
to our meeting nights to be able to spend 
time enjoying each other’s company. Two 
of our most notable this year were making 
picture frame whiteboards, and having a 
Cinco de Mayo party!
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Our big-
gest fundraiser every year is selling cookies 
at the county fair. Due to COVID, we sold 
logs of cookie dough instead of baking 
them at the fair. We still continued our 
other fundraisers; cheeseballs and sell-
ing spring flowers. Each year the cookies 
are something community members look 
forward to and stand in line to get. Our 

cheeseballs are a local must have and the 
flowers are welcomed and loved by many 
friends in our community. These fundrais-
ers allow us to do many charitable activi-
ties throughout the year. In December, we 
held a senior citizen Christmas party and 
provided many kids with Christmas. We 

funded a large literacy project; One Book, 
One School for our local elementary school 
which provided a copy of the book to each 
student and helped the school do activi-
ties related to the book. A few other great 
projects we did this year were providing 
medical equipment to borrow for free and 
organizing a local blood drive a few times 
a year. In May, we awarded $3000.00 in 

scholarships to three graduating seniors. 
Chapter News: We initiated a new member, 
a legacy. Our members are doing great and 
we look forward to continuing to look for 
ways to build our chapter membership in 
2021-2022. We’ve expanded our online 
presence with a chapter email address and 
a Facebook page to connect to our com-
munity and recruit members!

Beta Alpha Social Meeting

Beta Alpha Blood Drive

Beta Alpha One Schoo One Book

Beta Alpha Artist in Residence Event

Beta Alpha Initiation

Deb Clawson, Deb Corso, and Rita Clark at State 
Convention, Crane Naval Base
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BETA XI
Crown Point, Indiana

15 Members
First Tuesday
August 3, 1934

Social Activities: We kicked off our business 
year in May 2020, during the pandemic, so 
we were unable to hold our annual Officer 
Installation dinner. Because of this, we 
voted to keep our slate of officers the same 
as our previous year. Unfortunately, social 
activities were not able to be held this year 
either. We did try to get creative with our 
business meetings though, holding some 
over Zoom, some socially distanced out-
side in our President’s garage, and finally, 
just recently, we were able to meet at a local 
restaurant to finish up our business year.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Unfor-
tunately, we were unable to do any of our 
usual fundraising activities this past year 
also. The Lake County Fair, where we earn 
a good portion of our money to donate, was 
cancelled for 2020. Sadly, we were unable 
to get together to make our annual cheese 
spread to sell as well. Due to this, we have 
relied on donations from our own mem-
bers this past year, in order to continue 
our scholarships and local donations in 
the name of art, literature, music, speech 
and hearing.
Chapter News: While we did not initiate 
any new members this past year, we are 
hopeful for the chance to continue our 
mission in the upcoming year, as we look 
forward to enjoying each other’s company 
in-person once again in a healthier and 
happier 2021-2022 year!

BETA PSI
Delphi, Indiana
29 Members

Second Thursday
September 28, 1939

Social Activities: We celebrated our An-
niversary with a delicious chicken dinner 
with our auxiliary sisters present. Due to 
COVID we were unable to host our annual 
initiation, so we had two initiations to cel-
ebrate the evening with as well. 
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Due to 
COVID we were unable to continue our 
bingo fundraiser at our local Indiana Bacon 
Festival in August, but we hope that we can 
contribute our charitable activities in this 
coming August bacon fest. We continue to 
support the local blood mobile throughout 
the year.
Our main fund-raising event is cheeseballs 
in November although this year proved to 
be a testament of our sisterhood and abil-
ity to pull together due to COVID.  With 
many sisters out due to quarantine and 
contracting COVID we recruited from 
our local high school for additional help. 
Our faithful auxiliary continues to make 
a great contribution and sell hundreds of 
cheeseballs.

In May we hosted a Free Hearing Clinic for 
Hearing Awareness Month. The services 
were volunteered by the son of one of our 
own sisters, Dr. Leahy, where he provided 
free hearing screenings for children and 
adults. We also hosted a Speech-language 
pathologists that provided free cognitive 
screens and provided education about what 
speech/hearing entails.  
With the proceeds from cheeseballs, we 
spent the remainder of the year support-
ing various efforts that support the mis-
sion of Psi Iota Xi. We support the local 
library summer reading programs as well 
as funding library memberships to those 
who are unable to purchase a membership 
of their own. We provided funds to our 
local elementary school for their first play, 
provided funds to the high school band 
and purchased books for every classroom 
in the elementary school.
Chapter News: This past year we learned 
a lot through COVID, how to adapt to our 
meetings via Zoom, how to conduct our 
cheeseball event safely and more impor-
tantly how to pull together in a crisis. To say 
we are looking forward to the 2021-2022 
year would be an understatement. 

GAMMA BETA
Remington, Indiana

16 Members
First Wednesday
June 21, 1941

Social Activities: We started our summer 
with our 79th Birthday Dinner on June 
17, 2020. As attendance was lower due to 
COVID, those present had a wonderful 
time gathering to fellowship with our sis-
ters! Our annual theme leading up to our 
80th Birthday year was Broadway Plays! 
Although we were unable to meet in person 
every month, we certainly made the best 
with every meeting we held! Our year 
started with Cats! hosted by our Officers 
and what a great time with tie-on tails and 
ears to be worn by all! As we continued to 
navigate through COVID times, we got 
creative and held a virtual meeting, missed 
a month or two, and then braved the world 
and held in-person meetings with social 
distancing. Oh, how we had missed each 
other! October came and went without our 
annual Bingo fundraiser so our faithful 
sisters put on their creative hats again! We 
sold laundry detergent and nuts to help 
supplement our money shortfalls.
Chapter News:  We had a visitor for a few 
meetings this year and we are so happy 
she has decided to join us! We are thrilled 
to welcome our new sister, Julie Matthew. 
While this year has brought even more 
challenges with COVID, we have gotten 
creative and enjoyed some amazing ac-
complishments!
Charitable Activities / Fundraisers: Our 
annual Bingo fundraiser was canceled 
due to COVID, but look forward to hold-

ing it in the Fall of 2021! Our largest 
fundraiser, Easter Eggs were canceled 
again this year due to COVID. We have 
continued to manage our funds wisely 
and continuously strive to meet or exceed 
our community activities, donations, etc. 
The opportunity to work with another 
organization in their time of need was a 
great success last year and we have been 
asked to assist them again this year. Not 
only has this been an opportunity for ad-
ditional funds for us, each member who 
worked had a great time working side by 
side with another organization and folks 
who only visit our community during 
this event! We continue to raise funds 
and search for grants to fund the goals 
we have established for our Adopt-A-Spot 
in the park! As December saw continued 
restrictions, we were unable to hold our 
annual silent auction. So instead we did 
a spring themed silent auction in March 
and it was a great success! So much so, 
we will continue this event in the future!

GAMMA SIGMA
South Bend, Indiana

8 Members
1st Monday
May 17, 1953

Social Activities: Gamma Sigma survived 
through the marvel of Zoom. Beginning in 
April, we maintained our business meet-
ing schedule and discovered that a Zoom 
meeting host is not required to deep-clean 
her home before a meeting and attendees 
can easily get by wearing sweats. However, 
we enjoy seeing each other monthly, even 
though it was through the internet. Due 
to the pandemic, we were unable to have 
any social activities, like our Birthday din-
ner in May and the University of Notre 
Dame Glee Club Christmas Concert in 
December. 
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Even 
with the pandemic and closures, we man-
aged to plan and successfully execute our 
annual flower sale fundraiser in May. We 
maintained a safe distance from our mem-
bers and customers. We were able to con-
tribute to the South Bend Symphony even 
though the venue was dark. Helping out 
during this time with food shortages in 
our community, our recording secretary 
asked for our assistance in purchasing 
some much needed storage containers for 
the school’s food pantry.
Chapter News: Sadly we must share news 
of the death of three former Gamma Sig-
ma sisters this past year. In November 
2020 Nona Berta passed away. Nona was a 
transfer to Gamma Sigma in 1957, having 
been initiated into Beta Rho in 1948. She 
served as president of Gamma Sigma in 
1968-1969, and became honorary retired 
in 1975. In January 2021 we learned that 
both Jeane Riley and Beatrice Ferrell had 
passed away. Jeane was initiated into Beta 
Psi (Delphi) in 1957 and affiliated with 
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school art students.  We supported the lo-
cal Lafayette Symphony Orchestra, as well 
as our local Lafayette Transitional Housing 
Center and our YWCA Domestic Violence 
Intervention and Prevention Program.  We 
purchased much needed items for our lo-
cal Cary Home for Children and Grant’s 
House which serves people of various 
ages with special needs.  We also donated 
cheeseballs to Grant’s House, the YWCA 
and Lafayette Transitional Housing.  We 
supported the local Lafayette Symphony 
Orchestra, donated to the Tippecanoe 
Chamber Music Society for a “Concert 
to Go” for our local elementary school 
students.  We also provided funding to 
Purdue University’s Speech, Language and 
Hearing Sciences Department.  Due to the 
pandemic, our volunteering efforts were 
very limited.  However, we continued to 
donate items to the homeless in our com-
munity, as well as volunteering our time to 
make homemade bookmarks.
Chapter News: On February 13, 2021, our 
friend and sister, Brenda Fisher, passed 
away.  Brenda was actively involved in 
philanthropy through the sorority.  She 
had been Chapter President for ten years, 
Indiana State President and a convention 
secretary for National many years.  She 
mentored many of our new members and 
from a local chapter perspective, she was 
known as the “Cheeseball Lady.” The proj-
ect, which is a major fundraiser, would not 
have been the same without her.  Monetary 
contributions sent to our chapter will be 
used toward the building and installation 
of stand alone libraries.  Brenda thought 
this project was essential for our youth and 
adults, and we know she would be pleased 
to see these installed throughout our com-
munity.  In April, Callie Lankford informed 
us she is expecting her second child due 
in October.  We are all excited and happy 
for Callie.  Our sisters continue to support 
one another through life’s challenges, and 
we look forward to another year in shar-
ing friendship, laughter and service with 
others, and to help ensure that the lives of 
those around us may be enriched!

ETA GAMMA
Valparaiso, Indiana

17 Members
First Tuesday
June 18, 1966

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES: Eta Gamma has 
felt the impact of the Corona Virus. We 
have had to be satisfied with monthly up-
dates via email . Our first actual meeting 
was April 25, 2021, after a 13 month hiatus. 
What a pleasure for everyone to get back 
together !
CHARITABLE ACTIVITIES: There was 
not our usual Summer Speech and Hearing 
Clinic this past summer and we will not be 
having one this summer either. 
This past fall, when we made our cheese 
spread, our supply source and the kitchen 

Gamma Sigma in 1964. During her more 
than 33 years of active membership in our 
chapter, she chaired many committees and 
served as corresponding secretary, trea-
surer, and president. In 1997 she became 
honorary inactive. Beatrice Ferrell was 
initiated in 1957, and active until 1973. In 
1977 she changed her status to alumnae.

GAMMA UPSILON
Wolcott, Indiana

5 Members
First Wednesday
May 15, 1955

We are shaped by the wonderful ladies that 
came before us and founded this amazing 
organization. Our Chapter may be small 
right now, but we strive to maintain our 
chapter’s involvement in our small com-
munity, just like our great alumni members 
started doing 66 years ago. The members of 
Gamma Upsilon love to spread good cheer 
throughout our community and enrich 
the lives of those around us. We have had 
a challenging year, but we are excited for 
many more years to come!!
Fund-Raisers/Charitable Activities: Our 
big fund-raiser is Cheeseballs, however 
this year we were not able to make and 
sell cheeseballs. Due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic we were forced to cancel our annual 
cheeseball fundraiser. We had limited funds 
to spend this year, so we tried to focus on 
the few things that were most important to 
our community. One of the most important 
things we do as a chapter is our Angel Tree 
project helping families in need during the 
holiday season. This year partly due to the 
pandemic the need in our community was 
greater than normal. With the funds we 
had available along with donations from 
people within the community we were able 
to help 24 families with gifts, clothing, and 
food during the holiday season. With our 
beautification project we were able to help 
brighten the town by adding flowers, flow-
erpots, and American flags throughout the 
town. We also supported our local Library, 
our donation this year helped buy new 
books for the summer reading program. 
We were also able to do a few other small 
projects that involved art, literature, music, 
and speech and hearing.   
Chapter News: Sadly, we lost two mem-
bers this year due to moving out of town. 
We will miss them both but wish them 
the best of luck. We are looking forward 
to recruiting some new members in the 
coming year!!! The members of Gamma 
Upsilon had a wonderful year and are 
looking forward to the future!!! 

DELTA ZETA
Lafayette, IN
21 Members
Third Tuesday
April 29, 1940

Social Activities: Unfortunately, due to 
the pandemic many of our meetings were 

held via Zoom or canceled.  In May, we 
discussed the possibility of moving forward 
with our major cheeseball fundraiser which 
is held in October.  However, we decided 
to readdress this at a later meeting.  In 
June we met at a local park where we were 
able to social distance and wear masks.  
This location worked out well for several 
meetings that followed.  One of our newer 
members suggested we look into providing 
stand alone libraries in our community.  
We decided to proceed with this idea and 
will look for someone to make them for 
us.  Once the libraries are established, our 
members will donate gently used books 
and oversee restocking them.  In June, our 
legacy babies celebrated their first birth-
days.  Blair Lankford turned one on June 
8 and Daphni Leininger turned one on 
June 11.  We have all enjoyed watching 
these girls develop their own personalities 
over the year.  At July’s meeting we learned 
of another set back to one of our fund-
raisers.  The Feast of the Hunters’ Moon 
was  cancelled due to the pandemic.  At 
the Feast, our members sell books for the 
Tippecanoe County Historical Association 
at their two-day festival event.  We were all 
disappointed but knew it was in the best 
interest of the community.  Three delegates 
attended State Day in July - Kristen Rich, 
Amy Lind and Brenda Fisher.  In Septem-
ber, we readdressed the possibility of mak-
ing and selling cheeseballs.  Unfortunately, 
we were unable to secure a location where 
we would be able to social distance, wear 
masks and do the work needed to complete 
this project.  However, October brought 
some uplifting news.  The catering com-
pany we use to mix our ingredients into 
the cheeseballs offered to roll and wrap 
them as well.  All we would need to do 
would be to pick them up and include the 
pecans with our orders.  Brenda Fisher, 
Marge Prior and Jody Conover packaged 
pecans into small baggies to accompany the 
cheeseballs.  Jody also offered the use of her 
garage to facilitate getting the cheeseballs 
ready for distribution.  Seven members 
were able to social distance, wear masks 
and make a total of 680 cheeseballs.  Quite 
an accomplishment for the barriers we 
faced due to the pandemic.  It has been 
proposed that we continue this process 
in the coming years.  A decision on that 
proposal is pending.  
Charitable Activities: Again our cheese-
balls were the biggest fundraiser of the year.  
Thanks to some creative thinking we were 
successful in preparing and distributing 
the cheeseballs to our customers.  We con-
tributed to our community by supporting 
our local Adult Resource Academy which 
helps adults learn to read and obtain their 
GED.  We provided funds for children’s 
books at the Tippecanoe County Public 
Library, Head Start Book Cycle and Riggs 
Community Health Center.  We gave our 
seventh art ‘Delta Zeta Chapter Named 
Awards’ ($125 each) to two local high 
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at the high school, both of which we relied 
on, were closed and we were all self-iso-
lating at home. And there were no venues 
available to sell our cheese spread - a true 
lockdown.
The good news is that we still had our funds 
from the previous year. So this year we 
awarded two $1500 scholarships to women 
working on advanced degrees in the fields 
of speech and hearing.
In addition we provided $600 for an I-Pad, 
the necessary program and a carrying case 
for a kindergarten child who has apraxia of 
speech with limited intelligibility.
CHAPTER NEWS: With our last meet-
ing of 2020 being March 20, there was no 
closing dinner last year. So we are looking 
forward to our special meeting May 19, 
2021 at Sand Creek Country Club and the 
induction of our three new members!
We are all hoping to get back to normal 
next year and be able to get together and 
enjoy each other’s company and continue 
our good works.

ETA ETA
LaPorte, Indiana
13 Members

Second Thursday
June 11, 1967

The ladies of Eta Eta had a very quiet year 
due to Covid-19. We were unable to meet 
monthly and lost many of our money-
making avenues. However, we did raise 
some funds through Culver’s give back 
nights. We appreciated the community 
supporting us. But we also realized the 
time had come to disband our chapter 
due to our health and dwindling member 
numbers. Over the past 54 years we have 
been very proud of what we accomplished. 
We have held speech clinics, supported 
the reading council, Little Theatre and 
Symphony, Salvation Army, County Home 
and given scholarships to local high school 
students besides many other small county 
organizations. Our last official meeting was 
in March and we held a rainbow auction. 
All monies raised from it were dedicated to 
be given to the National Project. We want 
to wish all our sisters continued success in 
their endeavors.

ETA MU
Rochester, Indiana

26 Members
First Monday

December 8, 1968
Year in Review
Despite the COVID-19 pandemic, Eta Mu 
chapter of Psi Iota Xi, Rochester, had an-
other successful year of fellowship, sister-
hood, fundraising and good works.
We did meet virtually several times, but 
also were able to gather in person for some 
meetings, maintaining social distance and 
masking up. We let our sisters decide what 
they were most comfortable with.

we were quite successful.

ETA NU
Rensselaer, Indiana

16 Members
Fourth Monday
January 19, 1969

Social activities: This year has been dif-
ferent as far as our activities. In March 
2020, we went to Zoom meetings because 
of covid shutting down things. May, June, 
July we usually get together, make But-
terscotch cookie dough for our county 
fair. This is our fundraiser but the fair was 
canceled, so we met at the park in August 
and September with members. Social time 
was enjoyed and yard games were a hit. 
August our chapter made Psi Ote cookies 
at their house and we sold them at our local 
farmers market for a fundraiser.
We had no new members to induct this 
year due to covid. October meeting was a 
Disney theme on Zoom!
December hostesses went around to mem-
bers’ houses and put buckets of items on 
porches to make at Christmas. 
Party thru Zoom. April members met, 
made Easter baskets for our customers’ 
orders. In May we gave scholarships to 
seniors for speech and hearing awards. 
As we wrap up this year it has been a good 
one for our chapter. We kept the positive 
thinking up as we tried to inspire our com-
munity with acts of kindness. No matter 
what I’m proud of each member in our 
chapter! 2020-2021 a year to remember!

THETA DELTA
Bremen, Indiana
14 Members

Third Thursday
May 19, 1971

Theta Delta was very fortunate that we 
continued having our meetings, with the 
exception of one after the COVID out-
break. We made the decision to meet in 
our Bremen Public Library’s meeting room 
instead of in member’s homes each month 
with social distancing and required face 
masks.  Even though many members chose 
to not attend because of health concerns, 
important information was communicated 
through phone calls and emails. We also 
had one guest speaker who presented his 
presentation with Zoom.
This was certainly a challenge and it would 
have been easy to throw up our hands and 
take some time off, but we didn’t.  We 
did give up our cheeseball project for this 
year, but we still had funds to contribute 
to our community’s needs.  We made a 
donation to the newly established facility, 
Corvilla, which offers a day program for 
adults with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities. Our contribution will help 
fund art supplies for the program.  We also 
sponsored a free movie, The Wizard of Oz, 

Our first fundraiser of the calendar year is 
always a father-daughter dance. We could 
not justify the risk with the need to keep 
people separated and safe. The break of-
fered our committee a chance to breathe 
– they work hard all year – and reevaluate. 
We plan to bring it back in 2022.
As school let out we saw as many as 40 
students attend our annual free summer 
speech clinic, which provides a change 
from regular school year therapy sessions. 
Each of the three weeks has its own theme, 
such as camping, fishing or gardening to 
make the work light-hearted and fun for 
the children.
With some restrictions lifted we hosted our 
second Run to Marrs 0.5K in early autumn. 
The short fun walk, 300 yards or so, was 
outside and we used a venue with an out-
door patio so people could stay outside if 
they were more comfortable. The event was 
a success, with our chapter donating half 
the proceeds, a little more than $1,000, to 
a local art scholarship fund and keeping 
the other half for our works.
Late spring found us watching as city street 
workers hung the beautiful winning art 
banners that were created by area school 
children. We were to hang 80 this year but 
a light pole replacement project keeps us 
from decorating a central corridor for now.
Thus far, a total of 581 pieces of student 
artwork have been submitted over the five 
years of our banner contest, with 100 ban-
ners produced. This year, despite online 
schooling due to the pandemic, 114 pieces 
of student artwork were submitted from 
three school corporations.
Throughout the school year approximately 
300 kindergarten students in three cor-
porations also received free books from 
our chapter. We received a grant from the 
Fulton County REMC Operation Round 
Up Trust for $2,500 so we did not have to 
reach out to our local donors, already taxed 
because of the pandemic.
Our chapter also has a new committee, 
cultural arts, which replaces a Fort Wayne 
Philharmonic Orchestra Holiday Pops 
concert we sponsored for many years. It 
went by the wayside when the only venue 
in the county large enough was closed for 
renovation, then the pandemic hit the next 
year. Instead, the committee is working on 
several small performances for the com-
munity each year. The first is a children’s 
puppet show planned for the fall.
FInally, our Psi Otes sisters held two regu-
lar fundraisers during the year that keep 
our treasury healthy and our members 
working together. Holiday cheeseball sales 
did not disappoint. When one school cor-
poration turned down our request to use 
their kitchen, another stepped in and we 
never lost a beat. Secondly, our community 
is much prettier decorated for the summer 
with the flowers from our spring sales. With 
COVID-19 keeping people home and a 
renewed interest in work around the house, 
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at our local theatre which included a free 
small popcorn. This was a way to support 
a treasured local business as well as an 
event for our community.  Ninety people 
attended.  Another way we supported our 
local businesses was that we purchased 
gift cards from these local businesses and 
presented them to the 2020 Bremen High 
School graduates as well as a personal 
note from us.  These were a hit!  We kept 
our meetings relevant as well with a guest 
speaker from our high school art depart-
ment during American Education Week, 
a Zoom presentation from the director of 
The Wild Rose Moon, a performing arts 
theatre in Plymouth which we support, 
as well as a book study on Winter Street 
by Elin Hilderbrand led by Holly Heller. 
It’s been a different year, but we were still 
productive. We look forward to celebrating 
our 50th anniversary in the fall. 

THETA IOTA
Monticello, Indiana

9 Members
Second Wednesday
October 19, 1971

Social Activities: Our chapter has been 
able to resume our traditional practice of 
meeting in each others’ homes, churches 
and clubhouses monthly. “We are back 
together”! The half hour preceding our 
meeting is our “social time”, when we often 
enjoy an activity planned by our hostess. 
This year we have enjoyed a pool party, a 
backyard campfire/carry in dinner and a 
few craft sessions. We were unable to meet 
in December, January and February when 
the community was in a high risk mode 
and social activities were discouraged. We 
adapted to group texts as this seemed to 
include most of the members. We are plan-
ning to hold our postponed Christmas 
party in true “Christmas in July” fashion.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Fund-
raising during a pandemic was quite a chal-
lenge. We were able to continue with our 
outdoor mum sales. This has grown into a 
profitable way to raise funds. The commu-
nity look forward to our main fundraiser 
each year: our cheese ball sale.
Unfortunately, we were unable to find a 
way to successfully make 2000 cheese balls 
without the use of the school’s kitchen and 
refrigerators along with the help of the 
students needing to acquire community 
service hours. We have since discussed new 
ways to assist the needs in our community. 
We are considering selling frozen pies, 
yeast rolls/butter and other food ordered 
items. We have signed up to participate in 
two county festivals where we will be sell-
ing Pixie sticks on a giant carousel. A fun 
way to advertise our sorority to the com-
munity and to raise extra funds this year. 
Our charitable activities have included 
volunteering at the local covid-19 immuni-
zation clinic for the past 3 months. Serving 
our community in this way has been appre-

ciated and rewarding. Our chapter wishes 
everyone the best. It has been wonderful 
to see how we have been able to serve the 
needs of others during a very challenging 
year.

IOTA ZETA
Knox, Indiana
14 Members

Second Monday
January 20, 1980

We started out our year on a sad note 
by losing one of our longtime members 
and officers, Glenda Warner.  She was a 
loyal member and we will miss her greatly, 
along with her famous fudge at our Craft 
& Goody Auction.
This year with Covid nearly stopped us in 
our tracks. We are unable to do Zoom or 
teleconferences. We met outside while the 
weather cooperated, but then had to cancel 
during the wintertime. 
We held our annual Craft & Goody Auction 
in November. All other activities were can-
celled by Federal Guidelines.  We were still 
able to support a few of our Community 
Projects.  We are thinking positive that we 
will be able to get back on track this year. 

IOTA XI
Winamac, Indiana

10 Members
Third Tuesday
June 24, 1996

Social Activities: 2020 hit our chapter hard! 
Most of our members are older, with 80% 
of us 65 or over; so, for the most part, we 
followed the Governor’s recommenda-
tions, settled in and hunkered down. This 
meant that group meetings became a thing 
of the past. As time went on, the emails 
started with the question “it is time yet for 
us to (safely) meet? And for a long time, 
the answer was “no”. As Zoom meetings 
were not feasible for us, we relied on phone 
calls and text messages to communicate. 
We mourned the loss of our Christmas 
carry-in and Dirty Santa, but we felt it was 
important to remain vigilant. Although the 
excursions out of our homes were very lim-
ited, we still felt the need to help when we 
could. Members of our chapter bought and 
delivered groceries to families we knew, 
worked the phones setting up appoint-
ments for the Covid vaccinations, and 
worked the vaccination clinics or blood 
banks. And when we finally met in person, 
we rejoiced in being able to see each other!
Charitable and Fundraiser Activities: We 
started the 2020-2021 year by awarding 
two college scholarships early in the pan-
demic. We were lucky enough to have two 
deserving candidates, one from each side 
of the county. We limit our scholarships to 
our areas of focus: art, speech, literature or 
music. At that point, we made the deliber-
ate decision to limit our expenditures, as 
we could tell that opportunities for fun-

draisers were going to be limited as the 
pandemic progressed. And we found this 
to be accurate; we had to cancel our an-
nual cheesespread fundraiser, which had, 
in recent years, been our only fundraiser. 
We decided to support a reading program 
in the local middle school, by purchasing 
Lexia licenses for eleven students. This is a 
program that the teacher feels so strongly 
about that she has been purchasing forty 
licenses herself. We are very pleased that we 
can facilitate these students’ ability to read. 
Chapter News: We will be losing one of 
our most dedicated members in May. Mary 
Jane is moving to be closer to her son’s 
family, where she will be blessed with a 
new title: Gramma. She was Treasurer, our 
Cheesespread Chairman and our fused 
glass teacher, so she will be leaving a big 
hole behind. One change we have decided 
to make in 2021 is to have our cheese 
spread blended by an outside agency. This 
will mean less lifting and handling, and 
increased ease of filling containers. And 
we won’t have to worry about breaking the 
industrial mixer beater (again)! This year 
we anticipate collaborating with another 
local agency to enhance our town park, 
and assist with the Art in the Park program 
and workshops. We have a former member 
who may be returning, and hope that an 
inactive member will be able to join us 
again. We all look forward to being an ac-
tive chapter again!
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AST CENTRAL DISTRICT

EAST CENTRAL DISTRICT CHAPTERS:

Alpha, Muncie, IN ..................................... 1897
Kappa, Kokomo, IN .................................. 1908
Alpha Mu, Hartford City, IN ..................... 1925
Alpha Phi, Fortville, IN ............................ 1927
Alpha Chi, Hagerstown, IN ...................... 1928
Beta Gamma, Peru, IN ............................. 1929
Beta Delta, Van Wert, OH ........................ 1929
Beta Zeta, Summitville, IN ...................... 1930
Beta Iota, Farmland, IN ............................ 1932
Beta Upsilon, Mt. Vernon, OH ................. 1937
Gamma Alpha, Portland, IN .................... 1940
Gamma Tau, Marion, IN ........................... 1954
Zeta Beta, Anderson, IN .......................... 1957
Eta Iota, Parker City, IN ............................ 1968
Theta Zeta, Fort Recovery, OH ................ 1971
Iota Upsilon, Virtual................................. 2017

Total Community Outreach ......................................................... $  49,616
Total Speech and Hearing............................................................. $ 11,047
Total Music ..................................................................................... $ 13,675
Total Fine Arts ............................................................................... $ 16,140
Total Literature/Literacy ............................................................... $ 14,932

16
Chapters

441
Members

Serving my first year as the East Central District 
Officer in 2020-2021 has been interesting to say 
the least!  I was so impressed with my East Central 
District sisters and how they handled all the chal-
lenges this pandemic year presented. 

Each chapter found a way to make things work in 
their own unique way.  Some chapters were able to 
meet in person while others used personal notes, 
texts, emails, Zoom, or social media to stay con-
nected. Chapters had to think outside the box to 
do fundraising. Some chapters had record breaking 
flower sales as people spent money on their homes 
instead of travel. Other chapters were still able to 
make LOTS of cheeseballs for everyone to snack 
on while stuck at home. Some chapters used this 
time to re-evaluate current fundraisers.  They came 

up with new and exciting ideas.  One East Central 
chapter sold tickets to an online cooking lesson 
from a professional chef!

I am so proud of the East Central District!  No mat-
ter how much money each chapter was able to raise 
and donate this year, all the East Central chapters 
continued to love and care for their communities 
and each other as only Psi Iota Xi sisters can do!  I 
am so excited to actually be able to come visit my 
chapters in person this year!!   Please let me know 
if there is anything I can do to help you!

Valerie Helms-Mejia

East Central District Officer 

Valerie Helms-Mejia
DISTRICT OFFICER
Alpha–Muncie, IN
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KAPPA
Kokomo, Indiana
19 Members

Second Monday
December 31, 1908

Pause, Mourn, Change, Persevere, 
Adapt, Adjust
These are adjectives that describe the 
past year for us.
Adapt, Adjust: We were able to meet at 
a branch of the library since the church 
where we had been meeting was closed 
for many months. We met one month at 
the Sheriff department’s meeting room.
Social Activities: The social time in our 
meetings was changed, no snacks to 
share, sit 6 feet apart, but we managed 
to share with others in fun ways. Secret 
Sister is enjoyable for those who want to 
participate. We like to begin our meet-
ing with grins and giggles, while calling 
the role. Often president Holly had us 
share a fact about ourselves, ie: favorite 
Valentine’s candy, a good book we have 
read etc.
Our Fall Social we had to forgo the home-
made snacks but we still had fun and 
accomplished a charitable mission. We 
were able to get in the Christmas Spirit 
while signing and addressing Christmas 
cards for clients of a local not for profit 
that help the aging and homebound 
in our community. For our December 
meeting we had a Holiday surprises auc-
tion of wrapped gifts.
In our monthly newsletter one member 
has been sharing some of Kappa Chap-
ters History. It is fascinating to hear how 
our sisters before us helped with the war 
effort, or in 1938 Kokomo City 
toward the purchase of an Iron Lung and 
many other facts.
 Change, Mourn, Persevere
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: We 
were unable to hold our summer speech 
clinic in 2020 but 2021 is scheduled with 
an energetic therapist so children can 
progress in their speech during the sum-
mer months. 
Many members mourned the decision 
to close our Thrift shop after 40 or more 
years. 

everything there is a season. We are 
thankful to have been able to serve our 
community for the many years.
One month we brought in gifts for Toys 
for Tots. In the month of February, we 
brought in items to “Love on” the local 
women’s shelters.
We were able to provide tips for the In-
fant hearing tests.
Our Fall Fundraisers were some “Silent 
Parties” where members took orders for 
31 products and Pampered Chef. They 
both did well. We had a day where Hot 
Box Pizza restaurant donated a portion 
of their sales that day to those that men-
tioned us.
Spring Social/Silent Auction Luncheon 
usually held in March is scheduled for 
May 15. Changes for this year’s auction 
include a box lunch and tables being 
spread further apart. We look forward 
to this fun and profitable event.
All our efforts allowed us to be able to 
give $1400 in scholarships this year.
We have seen many of our retired sisters 
pass away this year and others are expe-
riencing health issues that make it hard 
for them to participate in our activities. 
They are missed.
May the 2021-2022 year bring many 
blessings and cheer to all.

ALPHA MU
Hartford City, Indiana

9 Members
Third Monday

1925
Charitable Activities and Fundraisers: 
Our chapter, like all chapters, was af-
fected by Covid-19.  We were unable to 
do our annual cheeseball fundraiser or 
hold our Speech and Hearing clinic.  We 
were lucky enough to hold two outside 
fundraisers.  We sold beautiful fall mums 
in September and floral flats and hang-
ing baskets in the spring.  Pre-orders 
were taken for both and delivered by 
our “masked sisters”. Both were quite 
profitable and enabled us to continue 
to support our Blackford High School 
Academic Honor Jacket Scholarship.  In 
addition, we still sponsored a graduating 
senior, majoring in Speech and Hearing, 
with a scholarship.
October brought Halloween and we par-
ticipated in our city sponsored annual 
Trunk and Treat.  It was so much fun for 
all and about approximately 300 children 
along with their parents attended.  Social 
distancing and proper attire were worn 
and packaged candy was given.  This was 
a big hit and we will do it again. This past 
December we adopted two families at 
Holiday time and bought gifts consisting 

ALPHA
Muncie, Indiana
124 Members

Second Tuesday
September 19, 1897

Social Activities: Due to the Pandemic, 
we learned a new way to conduct our 
meetings via Zoom! Although we were 
able to have a few ‘in-person, socially 
distanced’ sisters attend those meetings, 
Covid-19 sure took its toll on our social 
activities. On a cold February 14th, we 
surprised and celebrated our Golden 
Honorary Sister Betty Kendall for her 
105th birthday with flowers, signs, bal-
loons, card shower, and banners from 
outside her window where she resides.   
We signed a large birthday card so she 
could see who the bundled and masked 
celebrants singing Happy Birthday to 
her were.  She was so happy to see us! A 
card and flowers were sent to our other 
Golden Honorary Sister, Carol Watkins.
Chapter News: We had our first parking 
lot sale for the Bargain Box , our resale 
shop, in September, due to the fact we 
had been closed because of the virus. 
It was a big success!  We opened up for 
our Holiday Boutique in December with 
all the safety measures in place such as 
plexiglass, mask requirements, limited 
shoppers at one time, and of course, 
lots of sanitizing.  After being closed for 
January and February, we again opened 
in March but only two days per week 
instead of our usual four.  Restoration of 
the Bargain Box building continued with 
a new sidewalk and steps to the entrance, 
and new aluminum clad windows.  We 
were pleased to welcome four new initi-
ates: Donna Foster, Lynn Kilean, Lora 
Rhode, and Sara Singleton and one new 
Golden Honorary Active Member, Ruth 
Clock.  Valeria Helms-Mejia was elected 
as the new East Central District Officer.  
These past months have been a challenge 
for all of us, but we all look forward to a 
more normal future. 
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers:  From 
the profits of the Bargain Box, we granted 
$12,500.00 to the following local orga-
nizations: A Better Way, Alpha Center, 
David Owsley Museum of Art, Muncie 
Civic Theatre, Youth Symphony Orches-
tra, Cornerstone Center for the Arts, and 
Finders Forum.  Another $46,939.00 
from our Endowment Fund was given lo-
cally as well as our Mary Maxon Scholar-
ship to Ball State students in the amount 
of  $1,035. 

Kappa Chapter Meeting
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of clothes, shoes, jackets, other necessi-
ties and, of course, toys. It is very grati-
fying and worthwhile to give from our 
hearts.  Imagination Library of Blackford 
County received a donation from our 
chapter to help sustain this wonderful 
program of giving free books to children 
birth to five years of age. 
We continue to educate our community 
about domestic violence and to assist 
victims when and where necessary.  We 
continue to honor the memory of our 
sister who lost her life due to an act of 
domestic violence in 2001.  
Chapter News : Our small chapter is still 
quite viable as we have 9 faithful active 
members and 5 honorary members that 
go above and beyond to make sure that 
our chapter remains active and fundrais-
ers are profitable which allows us to give 
back to our community. Unfortunately, 
our oldest honorary member passed 
away this past March at the age of 103.  
She was an amazing, caring, and gentle 
lady adored by everyone!  

ALPHA PHI
Fortville, Indiana
25 Members

Second Wednesday
September 1927

 SOCIAL ACTIVITIES: In December we 
had our Christmas party via Zoom, our 
committee dropped off goodie bags and 
craft to each Sister. We also held a purse 
Auction through Zoom. We could not do 
much in person meetings.
CHARITABLE ACTIVITY: This year we 
were able to hold a Sisterhood Yard Sale, 
nut and candy fundraiser, sold cheese 
balls ,and fall and spring flowers. In No-

vember we put together cheer baskets for 
those who needed some cheering up. We 
were able to donate to our local school 
music and art programs. We were also 
able to give three scholarships. 
CHAPTER NEWS: We initiated three 
new members and lost one due to mov-
ing. We had a few members who had 
health problems but are doing better 
now. However we did lose two of our 
alumni this year Carolyn Jenkins and 

Erlene Baker. However we stuck together 
and got through this trying year as sisters.

ALPHA CHI
Hagerstown, Indiana

23 Members
Second & Fourth Monday

December 29, 1927
Social Activities: We were unable to have 
our annual President’s dinner, where we 
honor our past chapter presidents and 
recognize our successes of the year. Gwen 
Haney and Debbie Weiss were named 
Psi Ote of the Year at our first meeting 
in the fall.  By the September meeting, 
Covid-19 had hit.  The September meet-
ing was held in a church basement, with 
room for social distancing. Our meetings 
during the fall and winter were held via 
Zoom. It was nice to still be able to see 
each other and share what was going on 
in our lives.
Fundraisers/Charitable Activities: We 
were unable to do our cheeseball proj-
ect in the fall, but saw success in selling 
Wick’s pies and Concannon’s popcorn 
and pretzels.  At Christmas we chose a 
family in the community and provided 
their Christmas, with gifts of clothes and 
a favorite toy for the children. We were 
glad to be able to do our flower sales 
again this spring.  With our project mon-
ey, we gave money to the local township 
assessor to go toward help for heating 
bills, gave a scholarship to a graduating 
senior, and made donations to the music 
and art department in the local school 
corporation.  We also donate toward the 
local Reading Recovery program.

BETA GAMMA
Peru, Indiana
52 Members
Third Monday
June 1929

Social Activities: Due to COVID-19 
restrictions, the Beta Gamma chapter 
could not hold our usual social activities 
and primarily met via Zoom from Spring 
of 2020 to March of 2021. Although 
Zoom could be a bit cumbersome, it 
was still great to see the many faces of 
our sisters on our computer and phone 
screens. We were finally able to hold an 
in-person meeting in March of this year 
at a venue large enough to safely hold all 
our members. 
Charitable Activities : Despite COV-
ID-19 we still held our annual cheeseball 
fundraiser. We all gathered, as socially 
distant as possible, at Blair Pointe El-
ementary Cafeteria for 14 hours straight 
and made 6,608 cheeseballs. We usually 
split the work into two days, one before 
Thanksgiving and one before Christmas, 

but because of a supplier error we opted 
for a one long work day instead. The day 
was exhausting, but we were able to make 
a profit of $35,672.18. An amount that 
proved it was well worth the extra effort. 
Our second yearly fundraiser is coupon 
sales to Garden Gate Greenhouse. With 
these two fundraisers we were able to give 
out multiple college scholarships, fund 
a children’s speech clinic, and donate to 
several other community programs for 
children in our area. 
Chapter News : We were saddened at the 
loss of a sister this year. Linda Orr, who 
was an honorary retired member, passed 
away on February 18, 2021. She will be 
greatly missed in our chapter and in our 
community.

BETA DELTA
Van Wert, Ohio
8 Members

First and Third Tuesday
September 1929

Beta Delta had a very unusual year with 
President Susan Mosier leading the way!
The only social activities we were able 
to do included getting turkey breasts 
from a local meat processing plant and 
donating them to a local food pantry for 
Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays. 
We donated 50 turkey breasts weighing 
approximately five pounds each. This 
was very helpful to make a great meal 
for needy families during the holidays.
In April we sponsored a “drive thru” 
Easter egg distribution. Not as much 
fun as usual, but we were happy to do 
something in our community. We also 
sold Wick pies for Easter dinners.
We gave only three scholarship as we 
only had that many applications. Other 
donations went to local fire departments, 
libraries, school proms, food pantries, 
preschool activities. The pregnancy life 
center in Van Wert helps unwed and 
needy mothers with baby supplies. Again 
this year we donated to the
4-H exchange program that sponsors 
a yearly drive thru Christmas display 
that earns them money to support their 
youth activities. Another worthy pro-
gram called Haven of Hope, a homeless 
shelter for men, was on our list of dona-
tions. LOVE INC is another non profit 
organization we give to help families in 
need. Total donations were $7,641.86.
Because of covid we were unable to make 
cheese balls Thanksgiving, Christmas 
and Easter. Many expressed how disap-
pointed they were and assured us they 
would be buying them when we make 
them in the upcoming holiday season.
We are looking forward to a more excit-
ing and productive year. We are anxious 

Alpha Phi
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then in the following months 0pto start 
using the school grounds again for our 
quarter auctions and bingos. This com-
ing winter we will be doing goodie bags 
for shut ins in our town.  We also really 
enjoyed getting to know each other better 
during this time.

BETA UPSILON
Mt. Vernon, Ohio
13 Members

Second Tuesday
May 1937

Social Activities: As with nearly any 
social organization in 2020, COVID19 
and associated shelter-in-place orders 
affected our organization dramatically. At 
the pandemic’s onset we pivoted quickly 
from having enjoyed one of our most 
successful fundraisers of all time, “An 
Enchanted Woodland Tea” to no meet-
ings at all during the months of April 
and May.
Summer slowly brought back signs of 
normalcy as we met on one of our mem-
ber’s large exterior porch, which let us see 
each other for the first time in months 
and enjoy a social hour before our first 
post-March 2020 meeting while allowing 
for social distancing requirements.  Un-
fortunately, this was the only time during 
the summer we were able to meet due to 
the rapidly changing field of government 
edicts as well as members’ own precau-
tions. We returned to that same porch in 
September to enjoy an early fall picnic 
with individually wrapped sandwiches, 
munchies, cookies and ice cream.
Later in the month, a group of Psi Otes 
went to Ashland, Ohio to visit Fig & 
Oak, a give-back gift shop that donates 
a portion of its profits to local charities. 
After loading up on locally handmade 
items, we lunched at Uniontown Brewing 
Co. and enjoyed a few more local shops 
before returning home. A breath of fresh 
air after a summer of staying isolated!
In October, we had a good time at our 
final in-person meeting of the year at 
Amato’s Woodfired Pizza in Mount Ver-
non. Unfortunately, at that time, we de-
cided to cancel our annual Christmas 
party due to worsening COVID numbers 
in the state, but we still enjoyed a Secret 
Sister Gift Exchange themed around “My 
Favorite Things”.  Sisters dropped off gifts 
inspired by questionnaires at the office of 
one of our members, then each member 
picked up her gift at another time.
Our next in-person event was a “Gal-
entine” get-together at a local boutique, 
Cedar & Thread, in February 2021.  As 
Ohio began opening back up in full, we 
held another dinner meeting at Amato’s 
Pizza in April and then a fancier affair 
at Mazza’s, a local culinary staple, in 

to get back to our cheese ball making, 
sharing friendships, laughter, and service 
to our community. Thinking of the less 
fortunate around us and encouraging the 
lives of those in our community.

BETA ZETA
Summitville, Indiana

15 Members
Second Tuesday

1930
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: We 
decided that Covid was not going to 
define or curtail our spirit, in providing 
to our community. We gathered to make 
our annual fundraiser cheeseballs, in No-
vember, which was a success. In our jolly 
Christmas tradition, we provided gift 
bags to each resident, at our local con-
valescent center. Unlike in prior years, 
where each bag met the personal needs 
of the residents, this year the bags were 
filled with basic hygiene needs. We take 
great pride in providing Christmas gifts/
children clothes, to a family in need of 
extra Christmas joy. A family is selected 
by the local elementary school, with a 
list of items and clothing sizes. After gift 
wrapping the items, they were deliv-
ered to the family. We are also blessed 
with seamstress talents and continued 
to make adult bibs, to the convalescent 
residence. In show of our appreciation 
for the dedicated healthcare works, at 
the local convalescent center we provided 
meals to all the employees. We also do-
nated baby blankets to local hospitals. 
As spring was bringing new life, as our 
traditional fundraiser, we once again sold 
beautiful flowers.
Chapter News: It was with very heavy 
hearts that we lost a beloved and very 
dedicated Psi Ote Sister. Her presence is 
greatly missed. We also lost a member to 
unfortunate circumstances.
Together we survived the year of Covid 
and look forward to what the 2021 - 2022 
year will bring.

BETA IOTA
Farmland, Indiana

6 Members
Second Monday

1932
The ladies of Beta Iota Farmland have 
kept their heads up and attitudes happy 
during this past year.  Where we were 
not able to do our normal fundraising 
due to not being able to use our local 
school.  During the warm months we 
had picnics and pot luck dinners outside 
at one of our members houses.  Once it 
got colder we moved our activities inside. 
We are happy to announce that we are 
granted the  availability summer and 

May. How wonderful to see each other 
after being apart for so long! We are al-
ways fond of being able to combine our 
meetings with dinner or a social while 
supporting local restaurants during these 
difficult times.
Charitable Activities & Fundraisers: CO-
VID also impaired our ability to conduct 
many of our in-person charitable efforts, 
including our longstanding tradition 
of conducting vision screenings at the 
schools. In 2020 the schools informed 
us that they’d be working instead with 
the school health assistants due to the 
pandemic – an understandable decision 
but a sad one nonetheless since the health 
assistants are already working quite hard! 
We hope to be able to resume conducting 
these in future years.
Also planned was a fall fundraiser featur-
ing a magic show and autumn treats for 
local kids at the Mount Vernon YMCA 
Sports Center, complete with plans for 
social distancing, but unfortunately these 
efforts fell victim to the pandemic, too. 
We may utilize this idea another time, 
however.
In September, our Food for The Hungry 
meetings began. Our group has had a seat 
on the board for over 20 years and we 
were glad to continue our involvement 
here, especially as 2020 was extremely 
difficult for many local families whose 
livelihoods were devastated by pandemic 
lock-downs. Many members met to col-
late the Food For the Hungry school 
envelopes, which were then distributed at 
local schools to raise money and collect 
canned goods, which our team picked 
up a week later. We processed all the 
proceeds before turning them over to 
Food For the Hungry’s  accountants and 
were so proud of the fact that this was 
one of our most successful drives yet, 
with a 60% increase in donations. We’re 
blessed to work with such a generous 
community!
Additionally, we supplied Thanksgiving 
craft bags to the local YMCA for their 
Youth Enrichment Grab & Go program. 
And even though we were unable to 
conduct our annual vision screening, 
we were able to assist a local elementary 
student financially in her effort to get 
an eye examination and much-needed 
glasses. (A copy of her cute thank-you 
note is pictured below.)
Our Christmas volunteer activity of as-
sisting with the Community Luminary 
Lighting at Ariel Foundation Park was 
canceled as were several other communi-
ty activities that we normally participate 
in.  We established a committee to start 
working on a “COVID-proof” non-food 
fundraiser for the fall of 2021 that would 
be able to adhere to COVID rules should 
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that become necessary. Our committee 
decided on an Art/Craft Boutique to 
be held in our historic  Knox Memorial 
Theater Ballroom. In April, our chap-
ter formally leased the ballroom for the 
weekend of November 5th-6th for our 
event, an “Affair of the Arts”. We’re plan-
ning on having various live music groups 
as well as a local budding artist section 
sponsored by local businesses. We’ll cre-
ate a website for this event that can also 
support similar future efforts. Of course, 
Psiotes will have a vendor table at this 
event –replete with gourmet chocolates 
and Irish linens to further fund our cof-
fers.
Overall, our 2020-2021 philanthropic 
donations were to the Knox County 
Youth Symphony, United Way for Dolly 
Parton’s Imagination Library, Knox Edu-
cational Service Center, Fredericktown 
School Art and Music, Mount Vernon 
High School Vedette, and our usual aca-
demic  and vocational scholarships.
Chapter News: Many of our meetings 
were held either outside or at local res-
taurants with larger interiors that could 
accommodate our group and social dis-
tancing. Unfortunately COVID restric-
tions also limited the amount of activity 
our chapter could undertake! We met for 
the first time following the pandemic in 
June 2020, during which meeting we se-
lected delegates for the National Conven-
tion. Ultimately, we asked to be excused 
from attendance due to the pandemic.
We didn’t meet again until September, 
when we acknowledged our Psiote of the 
year, who was the member that organized 
the prior winter’s tea fundraiser. This 
was something we typically due in May, 
alongside the installation of new officers 
and welcoming of two new members to 
our group, but 2020 was anything but a 
normal year.
We met twice more in 2020 at Amato’s 
Pizza in Mount Vernon and then at our 
local VFW social hall, a meeting which 
also was our first Zoom broadcast func-
tion that greatly boosted the number of 
sisters who felt comfortable attending, if 
only digitally.  We continued this Zoom 
format into 2021, for our January meet-
ing, when we decided that our chapter 
would join the local Chamber of Com-
merce to increase our visibility among 
local businesses and the community at 
large and also open additional doors for 
advertising during our fundraisers.
No meeting was held in either February 
or March due to COVID’s limitations on 
our activities, but we were able to finally 
reunite in person at Amato’s Pizza and 
elect our officers for 2021-22. We met 
the following month at Mazza’s and rec-
ognized a member who was retiring after 

20 remarkable years of membership and 
service. Two new pledges were installed 
alongside this coming year’s officers. We 
hope and dream of a a coming year with 
more in-person meetings, fewer Zooms 
and a return to our pre-pandemic level 
of charitable involvement in our com-
munity!

GAMMA ALPHA
Portland, Indiana
26 Members

First Monday and Third Tuesday
June 10, 1940

As we head into our 81st year, we are 
excited to get back to some normalcy 
post-Covid. Our chapter celebrates in 
June with our annual June Banquet. This 
comes at a perfect time this year, since 
more and more businesses start to open 
back up. We will be meeting at a local 
restaurant for an evening of celebrating 
the accomplishments of the past year 
and looking forward to the upcoming 
one. Our chapter does not have regular 
meetings in the summer, and we resume 
our bi-monthly meetings in September. 
However, in July, we will be selling Dole 
Pineapple Whip at our county fair. This 
is one of our newer fundraisers, but has 
been very well received. And in August, 
we tackle our biggest fundraiser for the 
year by making and selling our famous 
taco salads at the Tri-State Gas Tractor 
& Engine Show. This event is held in our 
hometown and brings in visitors from 
around the world! Our other main fun-
draiser is cheeseballs, which we make 
and sell in late fall. For the second year, 
we had a third party mix the cheeseball 
ingredients for us, and then our members 
met to roll and package the cheeseballs. 
A big focus for the upcoming year is to 
look for new fundraisers for our chapter. 
Because the Pineapple Whip has been so 
popular, our Treasurer wrote and received 
a grant for us to purchase our own ice 
cream machine (rather than renting), so 
we hope to be able to add more events to 
sell this sweet treat! 
Gamma Alpha ladies decided this year 
to resume giving a scholarship to a lo-
cal high school senior in the name of 
the sorority. We were able to award this 
gift to the children of two of our mem-
bers, which was a great feeling! Although 
funds were cut short due to us not be-
ing able to participate at the Tractor & 
Engine Show last year, we look forward 
to contributing again this year to the 
scholarship and many other community 
organizations. We are annual supporters 
of our local Civic Theater, Arts Place, 
Jay County High School Theater De-
partment, Jay County Library Summer 
Reading Program, Jay Schools Reading 

is Fundamental, Kates Kart, Indiana 
Deaf Camp, Hear Indiana Camp, local 
hearing aid needs, Youth Service Bureau 
of Portland, Secret Families Christmas 
Charity, Fourth of July Festival, MidWest 
Pet Refuge, Red Cross blood drives, local 
food banks, Jay Randolph Developmen-
tal Services, Jay County Summer Swim 
Team, Jay County Historical Society, and 
other deserving local organizations. We 
are very proud to be able to help our 
community!
Our President, Jeanna Ford, served this 
year as the Indiana State Psi Ote Secre-
tary. In addition to these two big roles, 
Jeanna has chaired our Tractor & Engine 
Taco Salad committee for years. We are 
very proud of Jeanna and so thankful for 
her dedication to our group!

GAMMA TAU
Marion, Indiana
31 Members
First Tuesday
April 25, 1954

Our 66th year as a chapter was challeng-
ing but will certainly be deemed a suc-
cess! Due to covid restrictions our social 
activities were curtailed, but that did not 
affect our charitable activities.
Our main fundraiser is our world famous 
cheese balls.  We made and sold over 
6000 cheese balls this year. The proceeds 
from our efforts allow us to fund our an-
nual Speech and Hearing clinic which 
is held each spring. Unfortunately we 
were unable to hold the clinic this year. 
We were able to continue to support our 
local projects which include our Christ-
mas  family and scholarships through 
the Community Foundation for qualified 
high school seniors.  We also continue to 
supply books for newborns through our 
Books for Babes program at our local 
hospital.
The needs of our community were great 
this year. As sisters we contributed to 
several local food pantries, including the 
Veteran Food Pantry. We also donated 
supplies to the Women’s Shelter, the Hu-
mane Society, and meals for Celebrating 
Families.
A bright spot during this unconventional 
year was the awarding of 40 year pins to 
four of our treasured members. They are 
Wanda Clevenger, Joyce Elzroth, Caro-
lyn King, and Marilyn Pearcy.  Unfortu-
nately we also lost two beloved members, 
Ronda Hodge and Eloise Godwin.
We are excited to be initiating two new 
members this year, Judith Shrock and 
Sara Lyons. They will be a welcome ad-
dition to our chapter.
We look forward to another year of ser-
vice and sisterhood!
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Carino’s for our Christmas Social. We 
had our annual ornament exchange and 
collected funds to provide Christmas for 
a local family. We are also welcoming one 
new member during an outdoor Initia-
tion this spring. 
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Our 
chapter found some new fundraisers 
this year. We hosted a Terri Lynn nuts 
fundraiser, which continues to be avail-
able for sales online. This was promoted 
via social media and was a successful way 
to earn some funds. We also adapted to 
the current times by hosting an Online 
Cooking Class. There were about 14 
people who joined the class, which was 
hosted by a professional chef in Colorado 
and broadcasted via Zoom. Those in 
attendance learned how to make a deli-
cious Butternut Squash Risotto dish. We 
also had a successful Spring Flower Sale. 
We will be giving four local scholarships 
to graduating seniors and have continued 
to support many school and community 
groups in the areas of Art, Literacy, Mu-
sic, Speech and Hearing.
Chapter News: We lost one beloved 
member, Betty Rose Oliver, during 2020. 
She was a loyal member for many years 
and will be missed greatly. Our members 
have been quite resilient during the pan-
demic. We continued to celebrate engage-
ments, marriages, graduations, births, 
and have also survived some health is-
sues. We have big plans for social and 
fundraising events in the coming year. It 
will be great to all be together once again 
doing good work and spreading cheer to 
those less fortunate about us. The world 
can use a little extra cheer and we feel 
challenged and energized to bring this 
in the 2021-2022 year. 

THETA ZETA
Fort Recovery, Ohio

39 Members
Fourth Wednesday

June 9, 1971
Social Activities: We celebrated our 49th 
Founder’s day at our August meeting. It 
was great to see each other again since 
the pandemic eliminated our spring and 
summer gatherings and celebrations. 
Pie and ice cream were served at our 
new pavilion located at our community 
park. The park we focus on for our yearly 
donations. Unfortunately, our Christ-
mas party was cancelled due to another 
outbreak but we were able to gather in 
March for an Easter craft making event. 
Our bunnies were seen all over town! 
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Our 
regular fundraisers were limited this year 
but we were still able to run two Gordan 
Food Bulk Food fundraisers, our Au-
drey’s Cake Rolls, and held our annual 

ZETA BETA
Anderson, Indiana

8 Members
Third Tuesday
April 7, 1957

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES: As we began 
our 2020-2021 year in September, the 
Covid Pandemic still prevented us from 
in-person meetings. We met virtually 
on House Party, similar to Zoom, to 
conduct business. We banded together 
for a virtual art painting class led by one 
of our sisters. An art kit was delivered to 
each sister’s home. After our meeting, 
we extended time to participate in the 
painting “Birch Trees in Winter Snow”. 
Through the laughter and doubts, each 
sister completed an 8x10 acrylic oil paint-
ing. We have a very creative group and 
most looked like trees. For our first in-
person meeting, we continued to extend 
our art experience in making a 3-D greet-
ing card, “Rosey”. Each sister bought card 
stock of their choice for each part of the 
card. Then one of our sisters who had a 
Scan- Cut machine; she cut each piece 
and led us in the making of the card. 
What a terrific way to get back together.....
to bond as sisters.
CHARITABLE ACTIVITIES: Due to 
Covid restrictions, fundraising was halt-
ed. As our community begins to reduce 
the restrictions, we will hopefully be-
come more active. We continued to fund 
all of our charities; which are: Madison 
County Literacy Coalition, Anderson 
Symphony Orchestra, Anderson Area 
Children’s Choir and Youth Chorale, and 
the Art Association of Madison County. 
In March of 2021, the Art Association 
held their annual high school student art 
show in a smaller venue. Each year our 
chapter views and judges( our prefer-
ence) and then gives a Zeta Beta mon-
etary art award in each 8 categories. We 
also provided a flower arrangement for 
their reception.
CHAPTER NEWS: This year one of 
our sisters went inactive due to health 
reasons. We honored her by donating 
to that particular health association. We 
became a little more proficient in using 
Zoom and House Party. We kept our 
friendships alive. Looking forward to 
what the future will bring.

ETA IOTA
Parker City, Indiana

18 Members
First Tuesday
March 24, 1968

Social Activities:Our social activities 
looked a little different this year. We 
hosted many meetings in-person and via 
Zoom. We had a lovely evening at Johnny 

Community Garage Sale. All events were 
very successful which of course helped 
meet our community and school obli-
gations. Members donated to our local 
food banks during our state shutdown 
and supported our local teachers with a 
gift certificate to support our local busi-
nesses. 
Chapter News: Our chapter is celebrat-
ing the 50th Anniversary as members of 
Psi Iota Xi. The devotion of our members 
to service to others is commendable and 
happens because of hard work and great 
people. We will celebrate with a brunch 
gathering in June and will also have an 
entry in our local parade. We have two 
members, Elaine Romer and your PNP, 
Cathy Etzler celebrating 50 years as a 
Psi Ote. 
We lost an honorable member of our 
chapter. Matthew Jutte, son of member 
Kathy Jutte, passed away in April. Matt 
attended many sorority meetings enjoy-
ing the programs and snacks but always 
being a gentleman by keeping his opin-
ions to himself. We will miss seeing Matt 
at our meetings and community events. 

IOTA UPSILON
Virtual Chapter
12 Members
First Saturday
July 15, 2017

The past year has been challenging as 
we all know!  We originally began meet-
ing through Zoom due to our members 
being scattered across several states and 
because the technology is Deaf friendly 
(being able to see each other on screen 
and use American Sign Language togeth-
er).  So, when Covid hit, we were already 
used to this format for meeting, unlike 
some of our hearing Sisters who were 
learning to navigate this ‘new’ normal.  
However, even though meeting through 
Zoom wasn’t a problem, continuing fun-
draising became our biggest challenge.  
We are continuing to pursue fundrais-
ing through virtual ASL classes.  If your 
chapter is interested in a class contact us 
at pixiu2017@gmail.com.  
Like other chapters, we did not gather to 
prepare cheeseballs or other items to sell. 
Due to family issues arising, we were not 
able to send delegates to the 2021 State 
meeting.
One highlight was our chapter receiving 
the Literature/Literacy award ($1000) 
which was donated to the Indiana Deaf 
School and used to purchase materials 
and assist in making videos for elemen-
tary age children to learn about diversity.
We are looking forward to getting back 
on track as the world returns.  
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EST CENTRAL DISTRICT

EAST CENTRAL DISTRICT CHAPTERS:
Omega, Lebanon, IN* ........................................1921
Alpha Zeta Aux, Thorntown, IN ........................1923
Alpha Lambda, Zionsville, IN* ..........................1924
Beta Tau, Frankfort, IN* .....................................1936
Gamma Delta, Attica, IN ....................................1941
Gamma Theta, Speedway, IN ............................1948
Gamma Nu, Brownsburg, IN  .............................1950
Gamma Xi, Crawfordsville, IN ...........................1951
Zeta Epsilon, Bargersville, IN ............................1958
Zeta Sigma Aux, Greenwood, IN .......................1964
Eta Delta, Carmel, IN ..........................................1966
Eta Lambda, Beech Grove, IN ............................1968
Theta Psi, Bethany, IL .........................................1975
Iota Alpha, Veedersburg, IN ..............................1978
Iota Theta, Armstrong, IN. .................................1980
Iota Sigma, St. Joseph, IL ...................................2004
Iota Tau, Indianapolis, IN ...................................2006

*Chapter also has an Auxiliary Chapter

Total Community Outreach .......................................................................$ 16,016
Total Speech and Hearing .........................................................................$ 10,858
Total Music ....................................................................................................$ 11,500
Total Fine Arts ...............................................................................................$  9,230
Total Literature/Literacy .............................................................................$ 17,069

15
Chapters

330
Members

Mona Knight
DISTRICT OFFICER
Iota Theta–Armstrong, IN

We made it! Convention has just finished for 2021 and what 
a convention it was! Thanks so much to President, Sandy 
Johnson, and the ladies of Zeta Iota for their hard, endless 
hours of work to make this a success! 
I can’t believe that my first year as a District Officer is over. 
Even with COVID, it flew by. The West Central District has 
15 chapters and 3 auxiliary chapters, we have a total of 262 
active members and contributed over $64,000 to projects 
this past year. I am so proud of the chapters in the West 
Central District. Each chapter found their own unique path 
through the pandemic to keep in touch with each other and 
to promote Psi Iota Xi in their community.
Chapter visits still occurred and I visited Alpha Lambda, 
Zionsville, IN; Eta Delta, Carmel, IN; and Theta Psi, Bethany, 
IL. Thanks to Mickie Hansen, National Project Chair, for 
visiting Omega, Lebanon, IN during this year for me! I 
thoroughly enjoyed the chapter visits. Getting to meet fellow 

Psi Otes of other chapters is a great experience for District 
Officers and helps us learn more about each chapter and the 
many ways that we support our communities to further the 
reach of Psi Iota Xi. 
As I read through the PCR’s I was amazed at the variety of 
activities that our chapters were able to hold during this past 
year. Chapters held zoom Christmas parties, book clubs, 
a few face-to-face meetings were held and some chapters 
were even able to make cheeseballs! Your perseverance and 
passion for our organization is humbling and I am honored 
to be a member of Psi Iota Xi with such strong women.
As my second year of being the West Central District officer 
begins, I am excited for the new experiences, challenges, 
love and laughter that I know I will experience with my Psi 
Ote sisters. Please don’t hesitate to reach out to me when 
questions arise. 
Loyally,
Mona Knight
West Central District Officer 
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Psi Ote book club.  We read and discussed 
The Vanishing Half by Brit Bennett. It was 
a timely selection that we voted on as a 
group. It kept us connected through the 
winter in another way. Finally, we met at 
Penn and Beech and made candles while 

social distancing and wearing masks.  
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: We had 
both our delicious hand-rolled cheese-
balls and savory chocolate dipped pea-
nut clusters fund raisers which enabled 
us to continue to help our community 
through donations and our scholarship.  
Many cheeseballs and peanut clusters 
were sold over Facebook. We donated 
our The Vanishing Half books to various 

OMEGA
Lebanon, Indiana

26 Members
First Monday

November 12, 1921
Despite a very strange year when we 
couldn’t gather together with our sisters as 
we normally do, the Omega Chapter came 
through in a positive way and managed 
to stay connected. Through technology 
and old-fashioned cards & letters, our 
membership checked in on each other and 
we also gathered in smaller groups as we 
were able. It was really reassuring to know 
that no matter what the circumstances, we 
were checking on each other in ways that 
we maybe hadn’t done before or certainly 
hadn’t done as much prior to 2020.
In the realm of fundraising, we were 
excited to be able to do our tradition-
al cheeseball fundraiser by partnering 
with a catering company to assist with 
the preparation. Sisters then got out to 
sell, sell, sell and we’re still selling to this 
day! The product is always popular and 
really does bring good memory-making 
opportunities when we gather together, 
even if only to put the finishing touches 
on the product.
We are grateful that our fundraising was 
successful enough to continue to support 
our mission and philanthropy projects 
that are so important in our commu-
nity. Those included helping both the 
young and the young at heart individuals 
through projects at our local children/
youth theater and the activities at the se-
nior citizens organization. These endeav-
ors fall under art & music. We have also 
continued to purchase books for the Leba-
non Public Library to fill the focus areas 
of literature and literacy. Lastly, we love 
to partner with our local school system 
and the speech and hearing department 
by giving them funds to purchase items 
for their classrooms so that they are bet-
ter equipped to help their students thrive.
It is a joy to be with each other no matter 
how we have to do it, but we are all cer-
tainly looking forward to the days where 
we can share each other’s good cooking 
at pitch-ins and offer big “sister” hugs!!

ALPHA LAMBDA
Zionsville, Indiana

25 Members
First Tuesday

1924
Social Activities: We were able to have a 
Scramble Hunt on Main Street and meet 
after hours in a local coffee shop in down-
town Zionsville.  Our chapter celebrated 
the holidays with an outdoor tour of Win-
terlights at Newfields.  Members enjoyed 
a relaxing session of Zoom Yoga, led by 
our very own Kelly Bendis.  We also had a 

retirement homes in the area for their li-
braries. At Christmas, we donated clothes 
for teenagers and food for families to the 
Caring Center, along with our normal 
charitable donations. We continued to 
collect items for the United Methodist 
Children’s Home (mainly toiletries and 
gift cards). In April we had a guest speaker, 
Gina Sprenger, come to our meeting and 
speak to us about The Indy Book Project.  
We are hoping to volunteer and find ways 
to donate many books to her wonderful 
organization. 
Chapter News: We initiated two new 
members, Megan Albright and Lisa Kern, 
in September and welcomed a transfer 
member, Jenni Shellhorn, a little later 
in the year.  We started our year with 
outdoor meetings and initiation, held a 
Zoom meeting in January, and finished 
the year with masked, socially distanced 
meetings. The sisters of Alpha Lambda 
made great use of email and Facebook, 
and our chapter president sent postcards 
and lots of snail mail to keep us informed 
and full of cheer!

BETA TAU
Frankfort, Indiana

20 Members
First Tuesday
May 23, 1936

In the spring we held our meetings virtu-
ally. President, Sam Leach, led our group 
and we really had good attendance at 
our virtual meetings as well as in-person 
meetings. Then onto fall, we did meet in-
person at Susan Lock’s for our fall social/
meeting. She had a bonfire in her beauti-
ful backyard with a pond. The committee 
provided food and we enjoyed playing a 
game about TV shows which included 
bags full of candy for prizes. The next 
few months it was decided not to meet in 
person. We did begin meeting back up in 
the spring of 2021. Overall we met 4 times 
out of 10 in person. We found out how 
much we missed our sisterhood! 
We were able to maintain our cheeseball 
sales, reduced the count, and paid the 
company to mix, AND weigh, AND roll 
them. We simply placed them into the 
clamshells. We were not able to have our 
Ladies Night Out this year due to restric-
tions. The ladies in the community miss 
this event. Look out 2022! 
Beta Tau members have been able to keep 
the tradition of helping our Parkview 
Home Residents with a pizza party in the 
spring and gift cards at Christmas. Each 
year we find a family who is in need of a 
bit of extra help. Psi Ote themselves go 
shopping and give generously of their 
time. The family is always so apprecia-
tive. Spring did arrive and we were able 
to award our music and art scholarships 
again this year. We also have a scholarship 

Alpha Lambda Members Shannon Hall, Beth 
Carney, and Kelly Bendis hand-rolling our delicious 
cheeseballs.

Fun night pouring our own candles at Penn and Beech.
Pictured front row: Christine Gall, Kricket Williams, 
Rene’ Frye. Middle row: Cathy DeMars, Laura Dunshee, 
Patty McCormick, Megan Albright, Michelle Walters, 
Jenni Shellhorn. Back row: Beth Carney, Rhonda Fox, 
Lisa Kern, Dawn Karkiewicz, Melissa Gesse

Members enjoying a beautiful night at Winterlights at 
Newfields.  
Pictured front row: Patty McCormick, Shannon Hall, 
Kricket Williams, Rene’ Frye, Jenni Shellhorn. Second 
row: Melissa Gesse, Michelle Walters, Laura Dunshee, 
Beth Carney, Christine Gall, Rhonda Fox, Lisa Kern, 
Cathy DeMars
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GAMMA THETA
Speedway, Indiana

25 Members
Second Thursday
June 8, 1948

Social Activities: The Gamma Theta chap-
ter hosted one social activity during the 
COVID year – we painted Lazy Susans 
using stencils. We had all sorts of options 
– the Colts horseshoe symbol, family 
name, or even one for the kitchen! We 
wore masks and social distanced during 
this activity.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: We 
were able to provide two scholarships to 
students to attend virtual music camps 
this year. Most camps we usually support 
were virtual due to COVID. We are unable 
to do our annual fundraiser of cheese-
ball rolling, but we were able to continue 
providing local hospitals with equipment 
such as hearing aids. 
Chapter News;  We also, unfortunately, 
lost a dear member, Deedra Runyan, who 
served recently as State President in 2019.

GAMMA NU
Brownsburg, Indiana

24 Members
Second Monday
November 5, 1950

As we began the 2020-2021 year the pan-
demic continued and we had to become 
creative and resilient in how we main-
tained connection with our fellow sisters. 
Zoom meetings it was and we were able to 
hold meetings, visit, laugh and even had 
a sing along! Our officers were installed 
via Zoom with our sister Angela Kreitzer 
singing the National Song for us(she did 
a great job).
SOCIAL ACTIVITIES:  This year we 
started the year by wearing our favorite 
hats for our September Zoom meeting. 
We had hoped to be able to social distance 
in October but it was back to Zoom meet-
ing which has continued thru this year. 
We were fortunate that we were also able 
to meet Covid guidelines and make our 
cheeseballs. In December we did Christ-
mas carols in our Zoom meeting and 
January we shared a word of wisdom for 
the coming year. Words such as…stead-
fast, positive, hopeful, revive, authentic, 
creative and optimism were mentioned 
and provided us with a thankful heart 
and positive outlook for the coming year. 
In April we had a live/zoom combo meet-
ing and was able to have our new member 
initiation and welcome Leigh Crick to 
our Chapter.
CHAPTER NEWS: We celebrated 70 
years as a Chapter
CHARITABLE ACTIVITIES: CHEESE-
BALLS we were able to sell 3,300 + cheese-
balls which netted us a profit of $18,237.00 

through the Howard County Community 
Foundation. This goes to a speech and 
hearing graduate student. This was first 
funded by the 1997 convention proceeds 
with our very own Rae Harris, as National 
President. This is a one time gift which 
continues to grow and be beneficial as 
time passes. 
Adjustments to the budget were made, 
we became creative and sustained our 
goal of helping our community. To help 
make up the deficit of our Ladies Night 
Out we decided to sell Usborne greeting 
cards. That proved to be easier than we 
ever imagined. It was a success! 
Pride continues here in our Beta Tau 
chapter. Our Auxiliary chapter has more 
members than we do! These ladies enjoy 
their lunch meetings and always support 
the active chapter. Some of our mem-
bers have been dealing with health issues 
and losses. The root of our service is sis-
terhood, our love, concern and prayers 
helped members along the path of life. 
The human spirit was shining through 
more brilliantly and more radiant than 
ever before. 

GAMMA DELTA
Attica, Indiana
14 members
First Monday

September 26, 1941
Social Activities: The Gamma Delta 
Chapter has worked hard to try to get 
back to our new normal. We started off the 
year with our pitch-in dinner, provided 
by the officers, at a local picnic area. We 
had a great time getting to see one another 
and catching up on everyone’s summer 
adventures. 
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: We 
were committed to having our monthly 
meetings for as many members that could 
join, even if they were in quarantine. We 
were able to do this by providing a Zoom 
meeting to those at home. This allowed us 
to stay on track with our goals for the year. 
We were able to have our cheeseball fund-
raiser in October, sold poinsettias in De-
cember, and sold pies in the spring. Since 
there were many of our large fundraisers 
that we did not get to have, we were a little 
short on funds for our scholarships and 
donation goals. However, we were able to 
secure a grant from the Warren County 
Community Foundation that allowed us 
to give scholarships to eight area seniors 
and also allowed us to donate to area food 
banks, libraries, summer park programs 
and the Shop With a Cop program. We 
love our community and we hope to be 
able to give back even more this next year.

which has allowed us to continue our 
work with the following organizations.
Art And Music: Hendricks Symphonic 
Society, Indianapolis Symphony Orches-
tra, Riley Cheer Guild -Art Cart /Music 
Therapy, Bbop Program Donation, Bbop 
Band/Prch/Choir Donation, Bhs Choral 
Voice Lessons, Bhs Choir Bulldog Spec
Literacy: Brownsburg Public Library
Scholarships: Provided 3 Scholarships To 
Brownsburg High School Seniors
Speech And Hearing: Speech Language 
Pathologists We Helped 9 Pathologists In 
Multiple Schools Hear Indiana
Other Donations/Support: Peewinkles 
Puppet Studio, Hoosier Art Salon, Indi-
ana Repertory Theatre, Well Community 
Center, Riley Cheer Guild, Sheltering 
Wings (Womens Shelter)
Special: Brownsburg Schools Fast Track, 
Heather Sarles (Donation To Family), Bhs 
Choir Care Packages

GAMMA XI
Crawfordsville, Indiana

16 Members
First Monday

October 16, 1956
Social Activities: Our chapter’s theme for 
the year was Taking Care of Each Other. 
Due to the pandemic and planning to 
meet virtually for meetings, the goal was 
to continue to support and care for our 
current members, our legacy members, 
and our community. Throughout the year, 
we took the opportunity to reach out 
to members on a personal level during 
special occasions, such as birthdays and 
anniversaries, to catch up on life events, or 
to provide words of encouragement when 
needed. Whether this was done by text, 
phone call, or just sending a thoughtful 
note, we all wanted to feel supported and 
connected during these unusual circum-
stances. All this with the hope of getting 
back together very soon. We also contin-
ued to support our legacy members by 
sending gift cards or small gifts during 
the holidays and finals week. 
Chapter News: Our chapter reached out 
to essential workers during the pandemic 
and delivered cheeseballs and crackers 
along with words of support. We are 
blessed to have a wonderful community 
who cares for one another, and we wanted 
to share a small token of gratitude for 
all their hard work. Our very own Jen-
nifer Hunter continues her journey up 
the ranks of the Indiana State Board. She 
will hold the office of Treasurer during 
2021-2022. We are very supportive of her 
path as she progresses up the ranks of the 
State Association. 
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Fun-
draising efforts go toward our Elizabeth 
Backe Scholarship, Summer Speech Clin-
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ETA DELTA
Carmel, Indiana
23 Members

Third Wednesday
August 20, 1966

The sisters of Eta Delta in Carmel, IN con-
tinued to enrich the lives around them, 
despite COVID-19 restrictions. Unfortu-
nately, we lost access to our usual meeting 
place in St. Vincent’s Hospital, but our 
twenty-eight active members met virtu-
ally every third Wednesday of the month. 
Another constraint we dealt with was the 
difficult decision to hold off on our biggest 
fundraising event, cheese balls. In the end, 
even this did not stop us from bringing 
good cheer.
A virtual installation of officers was per-
formed and meetings were held via Zoom. 
Our slate of officers was: President-Fran 
Clevenger; Vice President-Theresa Green; 
Recording Secretary-Veronica Werth; 
Treasurer-Kristen Bonwell; Correspond-
ing Secretary-Polly Amundson; Conduc-
tress-Barbara Fearnow; and Advisor-Liz 
Bowman. This year has been busy with 
welcoming members! We have two new 
members, Johnna Lane and Neala Lane, 
as well as one transfer, Denise Henshaw. 
Eta Delta sisters furthered charitable en-
terprises during our 55th year! Brooke’s 
Place, an organization that provides sup-
port, therapy, and education for families 
experiencing grief, was one recipient of 
our charitable funds. Our donation al-
lowed this worthy organization to pur-
chase art journals and coloring supplies 
for a day camp held in lieu of their origi-
nally-planned overnight camp. It was nice 
to hear about the organization during an 
in-person presentation by Larissa Warne 
from Brooke’s Place. Third Phase, an orga-
nization that supports the less fortunate in 
Hamilton County through its food pantry, 
thrift store and shelter, received dona-
tions of toiletry items from our Christmas 
fundraiser. Eta Delta’s Art Scholarship 
awarded a Carmel High School student 
$2,000 to offset costs while majoring or 
minoring in the field of art. However, 
our help with the art community did not 
stop there. We zoomed with Britt Sutton 
from Art Mix, which helped to keep us 
in the loop with them. We learned that 
with our donation, Art Mixx was able to 
supplement the addition of art classes to 
their YouTube Channel, artist pay, and 
materials for COVID-19 precautions. For 
literature endeavors, Hoosier Youth Chal-
lenge Academy (HYCA), a government 
program that trains and mentors at-risk 
youth to become successful young adults, 
received a collection of donated books 
from Eta Delta sisters. Long-time Eta 
Delta sister, Kinney Winget, continued 
to collect plastic bottle tops for schools 
that recycle them into benches. Lastly, 

ic, and scholarships for our local schools, 
including their music, band, and public 
speaking programs. Just like many other 
chapters, we had to cancel some fund-
raising efforts. Unfortunately, we were 
unable to complete our cheeseball fund-
raiser last fall. We were, however, able to 
sell geraniums this year. Our small, but 
mighty chapter was able to sell over 1,000 
geraniums! During June, we usually have 
a ring toss at our local Strawberry Festival. 
Due to difficulty with sanitizing the rings, 
we are unable to participate in this event. 
Our chapter continues to make donations 
to the Elizabeth Backe Scholarship En-
dowment to support a deserving student 
enrolled in the Speech, Language, Hear-
ing Sciences program at Purdue Univer-
sity. We had the pleasure of awarding our 
second scholarship this past summer. We 
are extremely excited to be conducting an 
in-person summer speech clinic and plan-
ning to serve over 40 students this year. 
Gamma Xi chapter also awarded our three 
local high schools with band and music 
department money to support any needs 
they may have. 
The Gamma Xi chapter continues to put 
our best foot forward by finding ways to 
support our community. We applied for 
a rotating grant from the state to assist in 
funding a virtual summer book club. We 
were blessed to receive the grant at the 
end of April. Any additional funds were 
designated to support our local fine arts 
programs within our schools and com-
munity. 

ZETA EPSILON
Bargersville, Indiana

22 Members
First Tuesday
June 1, 1958

This year has been a learning experi-
ence for us. We have become tech savvy. 
Because of the pandemic, most of the 
meetings were by Zoom. The monthly 
hostesses have found ways to make us 
feel special. For many years our main 
fundraiser has been cheeseballs. Because 
of the pandemic, we could not make them 
this year. However, we are selling nuts and 
candies 24/7, 365 days a year through our 
webstore with Terri Lynn.
For the first time in many years we had 
a sales table at the state meeting and na-
tional convention. We sold a wide assort-
ment of items--nuts, candy, and jewelry. 
There were also eyeglass holders which 
could be used with masks. We are proud 
that each year we award a scholarship to 
a Center Grove High School senior. And 
we are continuing to do this even during 
the pandemic. We are a group of women 
that love to get together to have fun and 
make our community a better place.

to supplement our lack of cheese ball 
sales, we began an online Terry Lynn 
Nuts fundraiser.
In chapter news, Theresa Green has 
been busy making an Eta Delta Chapter 
Scrapbook that has ignited memories and 
reinvigorated customs that had lapsed. 
Within this scrapbook, a memorial page 
was added to pay tribute to our sister, Ellie 
Lang, who passed away in May of 2020. 
Eta Delta also made a donation in honor 
of Ellie to the Parkinson’s Foundation. 
Jacki Heiman, an honorary active member 
with many years of service, moved to Ari-
zona! Both ladies will be missed. Thanks 
to Johnna Lane, Eta Delta received money 
through a Glick Foundation grant to off-
set lost cheese ball sales. Lastly, we had a 
handful of ladies who were able to attend 
the Indiana State Meeting. We had a fun 
time catching up-in person!

ETA LAMBDA
Beech Grove, Indiana

10 Members
First Tuesday
June 7, 1968

It has been an interesting year for Eta 
Lambda Beech Grove. The year 2020 has 
given us a different perspective on meet-
ings, celebrations and fundraising. Our 
chapter, like others, have accomplished 
these while staying socially distanced to 
help keep our families and our commu-
nity safe. 
The Sisters of Eta Lambda spent the last 
year staying connected by calling each 
other and conducting our meetings via 
email. This enabled us to feel together as 
a group even though we were not. 
Wylla Hunter, our Founding Member and 
Active Sister since 1968, was so happy she 
could attend the meetings. We have Sisters 
who have lost family, Sisters that moved to 
be by, or moved in with family. We have 
Sisters just trying to give their families a 
sense of normalcy. This past year taught 
us digital meetings will help retain sisters 
who want to participate but otherwise 
could not. 

Barbera Lanning 50 year member of Eta Lambda



49

Our traditions were kept alive this past 
year with a notable difference, the Secret 
Sister gifts were mailed instead of hand 
delivered. We did come together as best we 
could which meant cards and phone calls. 
We were still able to enrich our com-
munity in different ways from donating 
locally during the holidays, to offering 
free hearing aid batteries to our students 
and sponsoring a special rollers bowling 
team. We discovered bringing good cheer 
can happen even if we had to stay in. 
We were able to have our Annual Project 
Fundraiser. There were many challenges 
and not knowing, if it could even happen, 
was a big one. What it came down to was 
diligence. 
Our Treasurer, Sheila Smith, kept in con-
stant contact with our vendors and facility 
to make sure everyone was ready to do 
their part. If there was any way it could 
happen, she had a plan in place to make 
it happen. Another real challenge was the 
limited number of people we could have 
working at one time so arranging the 
schedule around everyone’s strengths was 
essential this year. 
We were fortunate our customers stood 
behind us and came out for our curbside 
pick-up Cheese Ball sales. Without their 

loyalty none of this could have happened. 
We had a visit from our 50-year mem-
ber Barbara Lanning, coming to get her 
Cheese Balls. We were able to present her 
with her 50-year pin!
 When we needed help, we asked some 
of our future legacies Audrey (9) and 
McKenna (7) Lloyd to pitch in. They 
are Grand Daughters to active members 
Phyllis Sizemore and Sheila Smith. These 
ladies did such a great job! 
As stated, it has been an interesting year 
for Eta Lambda, Beech Grove Chapter. 
Was it like any other year, no. But it was 
full of the things that make Our Sorority 
such a worthwhile endeavor!

THETA PSI
Bethany, Illinois
16 Members
Third Monday

November 30, 1975
Social Activities: Social activities were 
limited this year, as meetings were can-
celed due to the coronavirus pandemic. 
We were able to meet several months out 
of the year, and we made sure to make 
those face-to-face meetings count! Despite 
the circumstances, we found new ways to 
support one another and connect with our 
chapter members and—as a result—our 
sisterhood grew stronger. 
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: With 
the pandemic, our chapter had to rethink 
ways to be able to continue our fundrais-
ing efforts. Sadly, our Bessie BINGO and 
cheeseball fundraisers were cancelled. We 
were grateful to still be able to conduct 
our Red Cross blood drives and award a 
scholarship to a local college-bound high 
school student. We also donated monies 
to fulfill several local community needs, 
including a $200 donation to a family that 
lost a child in a fire.
We have big plans for 2021-2022 as the 
world becomes a bit more normal!

Chapter News: Our chapter had many 
causes for celebration this year. We were 
proud to rejoice with member Sue Yarnell 
as she celebrated her 45th year with Theta 
Psi. Carolyn Rawlings was happily named 
our Psi Ote of the Year 2020.
We were very pleased to initiate two new 
members to our chapter, Stephanie Bard-
ing and Kala Cesar. Sadly, our dear mem-

ber Marge Overlot went inactive. Her 
contributions to Theta Psi and our com-
munity span many years and will always 
be remembered.

IOTA ALPHA
Veedersburg, Indiana

10 Members
Third Tuesday
June 11, 1978

Social Activities: Iota Alpha, like all the 
other chapters, were extremely limited 
on social activities this year. The county 
where our chapter is based, was in the 
“red” most of the year for Indiana. The 
state of Indiana had CDC guidelines that 
Iota Alpha took seriously & social ac-
tivities were all canceled. We did, how-
ever, decide to bake cookies for our local 
businesses & police & fire stations. Each 
member baked several dozen & we made 
up “cookie platters” & disbursed them. 
We also participated in a “Backpack Pro-
gram’’ through the school that provided 
several items (including food & personal 
supplies) for needy children. 
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Iota 
Alpha’s annual Halloween Dance (usually 
held at the local Elementary school) was 
not allowed to happen this year. Because 
of Covid restrictions, our building was not 
available for the public to use, nor were 
the students allowed to gather in groups.
 The 1st Saturday in December, Iota Alpha 
usually holds an annual “Santa House” at 
the local elementary school. This was one 
of three major fundraisers for our chap-
ter. Again, because of Covid restrictions, 
this Psi Ote group was not allowed to use 
the facility & could not hold our annual 
fundraising event. 
In July, our chapter participates in the 
Fountain County 4-H Fair. This is “nor-
mally” our 2nd largest fundraising event 
for the year. The county fair board voted 
& decided NOT to hold the fair this year 
because of Covid-19 rules for the state of 
Indiana. CDC guidelines prohibited our 
chapter from holding this event, therefore 
we are sad to report that there were no 
funds to report from this event.
Our fundraising events allow us to be 
able to reward one student who plans to 
go into music, art or literature. We also 
donate to Fountain county Relay for Life, 
Crawfordsville’s speech & hearing clinic & 
the Fountain Central school district’s Art, 
music & drama departments. The library 
has also received funds from our chapter. 
For this 2020-21 year our little chapter was 
not able to make any donations. 
NEWS: Due to the lack of interest & the 
fact that this 2020-21 year did not allow 
us to raise any funds (Covid-19 restric-
tions) our chapter, Iota Alpha, has made 
the decision to disband. 

Theta Psi Initiation of Stephanie Barding and Kala 
Cesar

Audrey and Mckenna Lloyd, future legacies and 
granddaughters to Phyllis Sizemore and Shelia Smith,  
pitcing in to help.
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IOTA THETA
Armstrong, Illinois

17 Members
Second Sunday

December 14, 1980
Social Activities: 2020/2021 activities 
were still limited due to COVID, but 
we did manage to fit some fun in. We 
participated in the Potomac Fall Parade, 
walking the parade route, passing out 
candy and information about Iota Theta. 
Zoom meetings have become our new 
best friend, and although we have only 
been able to meet in person a handful of 
times, we keep in touch and continue to 
move forward to do the best we can to 
remain active in our communities.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Unfor-
tunately, our famous cheeseball fundraiser 

was put on hold this year, crossing our 
fingers we can get back to it in the Fall 
of 2021. Finding ways to participate in 
helping others in our community is so 
important, we held a Facebook Container 
Auction in which all items were donated 
by our sisters. The auction brought in over 
$1,300.00! Two blood drives were also 
sponsored by Iota Theta, and we managed 
to round up enough donors for the Com-
munity Blood Service of Illinois to give 
our local schools the Lifesavings School 
Grant for that participation. Taking care 
of the “Art” portion, a donation was made 
to the 2021 VVC Art Show to enable cash 
prizes for winning entries. Also, donations 
were made to two food pantries to help in 
their distribution efforts. 
As we move forward, we plan to make up 
for the times we have missed, (we miss the 
good old days), and hope to make 2021-
2022 better than ever. 

IOTA SIGMA
St. Joseph, Illinois

10 Members
First Tuesday
June 6, 2004

Social Activities: Even with the COVID 
epidemic we were able to gather. Some-
times via Zoom, sometimes in person, 
and other times by a combination of both. 
Regardless of the format, we set aside 
social time before each meeting. We cel-
ebrated Secret Sisters at each meeting with 

thoughtful gifts. Although our Christmas 
meeting was held remotely, we had good 
cheer and played games. Members’ birth-
days and anniversaries were acknowl-
edged with cards. We are grateful to now 
be able to meet face-to-face at the Coffee 
and Tea Shop owned by our President.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Our 
Chapter works together to help commu-
nity groups. Typically, we raise funds 
through the sale of cheeseballs. This was 
not an option this year, however through 
careful fiscal management we continued 
to provide financial support to National 
Projects and the PNP Scholarship Fund. 
We also provided funds for the Indiana 
Alzheimer’s Association, the St. Joseph 
Feed the Need food pantry, the St. Joseph 
Township Swearingen Memorial Library 
Monthly Book Prize, and a college student 
studying art. Our members volunteer for 
many projects on their own including the 
St. Joseph Township-Swearingen Memo-
rial Library Summer Reading Program, 
Amaranth Diabetes Foundation, Hospice 
Hearts, Hoopeston Animal Rescue, the 
Saint Joseph Community Food Pantry, 
Fair Hope Children’s Ministry, Cham-
paign County Forest Preserve District, 
American Heart Association, Quilts of 
Valor, Goodwill, Stockings for Strength, 
Scholastic Reading, Angel Tree, College 
Mentors, Eddie Hillman Fund, Cory 
Abernathy Support Fund, community 
festivals, CASA, and Books to Prisoners.
Chapter News: We initiated one new 
member and another changed her sta-
tus to alumnae. We sponsor a college art 
student, Heather Simpson. Simpson is a 
senior at Olivet Nazarene University in 
Bourbonnais, Illinois. Our members send 
notes and gift cards to encourage her in 
her pursuit of a degree. We maintain two 
Little Free Libraries in two small towns 
that lack libraries.

IOTA TAU
Indianapolis, Indiana

10 Members
Second Thursday
June 15, 2006

Social Activities: The National Conven-
tion was an enjoyable experience. Fort 
Wayne is an outstanding city to visit. The 
theme of the Convention was Stressing 
Sisterhood. Our admirable president, Al-
ice Moore, introduced the question “What 
is sisterhood?” during our September 
meeting. All the members took turns an-
swering the inquiry with thought provok-
ing answers. We received swag bags as a 
token of appreciation. This was a memo-
rable way to begin our new leadership.
Charitable Activities: In November, 
cheese ball mixing and rolling went well 
with the exception of several of our faith-
ful helpers being unable to assist because 

of Covid concerns. Cheese ball sales re-
main our principle fundraiser which al-
lowed us to contribute to six philanthropic 
projects as well as a Christmas donation 
to Gleaners Food Bank.

Chapter News: Who would have believed 
the Covid Virus would rear its ugly head 
again. Our Christmas gathering was can-
celed as well as our outing to The Sullivan 
Express. In the New Year, Zoom became 
the word of the day. Many members strug-
gled to adapt, often resulting with funny 
consequences as we all plugged in. It was 
a new challenge for us all. Our skillful 
president was patient and guided us well 
through this “new medium.”
Through it all we were able to enjoy 
unique after meeting activities such as 
white elephant bingo and “what does this 
container offer?” auction. Alice gifted us 
with many impressive surprises through-
out the year such as colorful bags or buck-

ets filled with useful supplies and tasty 
treats. Our sincere thanks to sister Anne 
for hosting many of our events in her 
beautiful home.
Iota Tau Chapter is extremely excited to 
be celebrating our fifteenth anniversary! 
We look forward to experiencing a “New 
Normal” in the coming months which in-
cludes hope, happiness and togetherness 
for our chapter as well as yours.

Iota Theta gather for community parade

Phyllis Short, Alice Moore, and Anne Hall, At the State 
Convention, Crane Event Center, Odon, IN, April 2021

 Alice Moore and Phyllis Short, National Convention, 
Grand Wayne Center, Fort Wayne, IN, August 2020
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OUTHEAST DISTRICT

SOUTHEAST DISTRICT CHAPTERS:
Epsilon, Columbus, IN* ......................................1904
Iota, Rushville, IN ...............................................1908
Sigma, Greensburg, IN .......................................1917
Upsilon, Greenfield, IN.......................................1920
Alpha Theta, Charlestown, IN ...........................1923
Alpha Iota, Richmond, IN ..................................1924
Alpha Pi, Scottsburg, IN .....................................1926
Alpha Omega, North Vernon, IN .......................1928
Beta Pi, Cambridge City, IN ...............................1935
Beta Sigma, Austin, IN .......................................1935
Beta Phi, Shelbyville, IN .....................................1938
Gamma Eta, Knightstown, IN ............................1946
Zeta Iota, Louisville, KY .....................................1959
Zeta Lambda, Connersville, IN ..........................1959
Zeta Xi, Madison, IN ...........................................1960
Zeta Tau, Milroy, IN .............................................1964
Theta Nu, Lexington, KY ....................................1972
Iota Phi, Clarksburg, IN ......................................2019
Iota Chi, La Grange, KY ......................................2019

*Chapter also has an Auxiliary Chapter

Phyllis Cunningham
DISTRICT OFFICER
Theta Nu–Lexington, KY

Total Community Outreach .......................................................................$ 40,941
Total Speech and Hearing .........................................................................$ 15,770
Total Music ....................................................................................................$ 5,803
Total Fine Arts ...............................................................................................$ 4,867
Total Literature/Literacy .............................................................................$ 9,384

19
Chapters

351
Members

Well, my second year as your Southeast District Officer has 
come and gone ~ it was a tough one due to COVID-19. Our 
Southeast District wore “Many Hats” while remaining noble 
members. With Gods help we advanced another year in our 
charitable endeavors. 
Even though most chapter meeting visits were by Zoom, 
I met many wonderful Psi Otes. It was a joy to meet more 
Psi Ote sisters at the Indiana State Meeting and at National 
Convention. I hope you all had as much fun at convention 
in Louisville KY, as I did. Zeta Iota hosted a wonderful, 
beautiful convention despite the challenges of planning 
during Covid. Thank you, Zeta Iota!! 
I would like to extend another big “congratulations” to my 
district’s two button “Feather in Your Hat” awards ~ Sigma, 
Greensburg IN and Alpha Theta, Charlestown IN. Awesome 
work ladies!!

As I begin my third year as your Southeast District Officer, I 
plan to visit more chapters in our district. It is extremely re-
warding to see how each chapter gives to their communities. 
I would like to remind you if you need anything, regardless 
of how “not important” you feel it is, please get in touch with 
me by either calling, texting, or email. I am here to help. 
Lastly, I want to thank my chapter, Theta Nu, Lexington KY, 
for their support as I serve another year as your Southeast 
District Officer. 
Southeast District ~ have a great year!! 

Loyally,
Phyllis Cunningham
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of PPE from the state, and setting our shop 
up to create a safe environment for our 
customers and members who worked the 
shop.  They really beefed up the sale incen-
tives and publicity to bring more customers 
to our shop.  They did a truly amazing job.  
I couldn’t be prouder of our members who 
helped in any way they were able to make 
this happen.  I am so excited to see how our 
shop will thrive beyond Covid.  
This May we were recipients of a special 
gift from our Columbus United Way Day 
of Caring.  With the help of the supervisors 
who oversee the volunteers for United Way, 
we were able to have our dumpster fenc-
ing reinforced and stained, our unsightly 
hedges removed, and other landscaping 
completed around our Thrift Shop.  To 
top it off, our local Lowe’s donated all of 
the materials.  We are so thankful for the 
generosity of our volunteers, local busi-
nesses, and our local agency for organizing 
and supporting our non-profit.  We are so 
fortunate to have been blessed twice in two 
years by this program and all of its wonder-
ful volunteers.  We are forever indebted to 
their generosity.  
Chapter News: We initiated one new mem-
ber this year despite the challenges of CO-
VID.  We are thrilled that Cheryl Vieth has 
joined our sisterhood.  She has so much 
to offer and is a wonderful addition to our 
amazing group of ladies.  Sadly, we lost 
six members this year:  Libby Hamilton, 
Elaine Marston, Shirley Folger King, Mary 
Ann Clark, Bettye Mann (POOTY 1985), 
and Charlotte DeBurger (our youngest 
member, age 59, passed from complica-
tions of frontotemporal dementia).  We 
will celebrate the lives of our lost sisters in 
September during our Memorial Service.  
We had two members request to be moved 
to Honorary Retired status: Jane Newton 
(60-year member and POOTY nominated 
2021) and Priscilla Day (36-year member).  
We are forever indebted to their service and 
love for Psi Iota Xi-Epsilon.  They will be 
sorely missed, but not too far away if we 
need them! 

IOTA
Rushville, Indiana

22 members
Second Monday

December 30, 1908
This year has had its challenges, just as 
2020 did, in the wake of the pandemic. Our 
chapter has relied on a mixture of Zoom 
meetings and socially distant meetings 
outside, when the weather has permitted. 
Even with the constraints on our gather-
ings, we continue to work hard as a chapter 
to support our causes. We have completed 
several socially distant fundraisers, such 
as online candle sales and restaurant “Give 
Back”nights in our name. We have hosted 
a pizza trailer, where customers can come 
through in drive-thru style to pick up the 

ing our members filled thirty purses with 
feminine products, pens/pencils, notepads, 
toothbrushes/toothpaste, etc. and donated 
them to our local United Way to be distrib-
uted to women in need whether they were 
recent graduates of agency programming 
(job search, skill training, antidrug, etc.) or 
victims of abuse.  Our members collected 
items for a year to prepare for our “purse 
stuffing event”, and also wrote a personal 
note of encouragement to include in each 
purse.  We also donated can food items to 
our local food pantry, Love Chapel, at our 
November meeting.  Despite not meeting 
in December due to COVID numbers be-
ing up, our members still held their auction 
BUT without receiving the actual items.  
Our ladies were so generous.  We were 
able to raise more money than we had in 
the past and continued our yearly tradition 
of donating to the Cheer Fund (of United 
Way) and Shop with a Cop.  To top that 
off, our ladies agreed to donate the items 
they planned to auction off in December 
and with the help of Pat Wettschurack and 
a former Psi Ote member they created four 
baskets to donate to the National Conven-
tion in Louisville this June.  Joni Shaw 
graciously assembled two baskets of gor-
geous blue and gold jewelry.  We definitely 
did doubly good on our auction items this 
year!  Despite our successes this year, we 
are really looking forward to continuing 
our tradition of donating to programming 
that supports students in our community, 
the Elsie Sweeney Music Scholarships, and 
providing grants to teachers during the 
2021-22 year.
Our biggest accomplishment this year is 
that our Thrift Shop continued to operate!  
I cannot thank our Co-Vice Presidents 
enough-Linda Heldt, Joni Shaw, and Pat 
Wettschurack, for thinking outside of the 
box to keep us going.  We certainly needed 
the revenue to keep up on our monthly 
expenses, but we were also able to ac-
crue extra funds to support our line items, 
grants, and scholarships into this coming 
year.  They did a great job taking advantage 

EPSILON
Columbus, Indiana

30 Members
First Tuesday
June 10, 1904

Social Activities; Our social events were 
very different and minimal this year to 
say the least.  We were fortunate enough to 
have had five meetings in person. Despite 
that they are all meetings, we were sure 
to have social time at each one.  We really 
rejoiced in April when we felt “safe” to meet 
in person again with most of our members 
being vaccinated.  We enjoyed a student 

orchestra at our new Helen Haddad Con-
cert Hall.  Despite not seeing one another 
in person, we congregated several times via 
Zoom.  We had a visit from our President, 
Michelle Spear, who just about made it to 
every sisters’ home in February to drop 
off her Royal Icing Valentine cookies and 
to have their picture taken together.  The 
pictures were then shared in our monthly 
newsletter so that our sisters could see one 
another in pictures.  We are definitely look-
ing forward to having many social events 
this year!  We missed seeing one another.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Despite 
this very challenging year when it was 
more than difficult to help others in our 
community in person, we still managed to 
give in other ways.  At our October meet-

United Way Day of Caring Volunteers

Valentine Cookie Drop Offs

Epsilon Initiation Cheryl Vieth
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UPSILON
Greenfield, Indiana

21 Members
First Monday
April 2, 1920

Social Activities: The Upsilon Chapter 
kicked off this year with a picnic in Au-
gust at the home of Carol Reynolds in 
Greenfield. We were able to safely host this 
gathering outdoors. We held an auction 
of homemade items to boost our general 
fund. Mickie Hansen had the ladies laugh-
ing with her antics as the auctioneer! Our 
chapter reached its 100th anniversary on 
April 2, 2020. Due to restrictions around 
COVID-19, we weren’t able to celebrate 
in-person in 2020. In 2021, we were finally 
able to hold a gala to celebrate our 101st 
anniversary! We were honored to have 
Sandy Johnson, National President, in at-

tendance, as well as other members of Na-
tional Council. It was a wonderful evening!
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: The 
summer Speech and Hearing clinic is our 
largest philanthropic project of the year and 

is fully funded by the Upsilon Chapter.  Any 
Hancock County child who needs extra 
therapy is welcome to attend. This year, our 
speech pathologist held the clinic outdoors 
so it wouldn’t have to be cancelled! We ad-

pizzas they ordered, with our chapter re-
ceiving a portion of the profits. We also 
spent the remainder of a large grant, we 
were awarded, to aid our local senior citi-
zens with getting hearing aids.
In addition to the hearing aid program 
we have helped establish, we have also 
continued to support causes in our area. 
Some of these are donations to our library 
programs, and also our music department 
in the school system. 
Our chapter has grown by 5 new members, 
even with the challenges of a pandemic. We 
initiated 3 ladies in one ceremony, and 2 in 
a later ceremony. 
We are excited for things to return to nor-
mal, so we can meet together for fellow-
ship and do more fundraising to support 
our programs. We, also, hope to apply for 
another large grant, to help more senior 
citizens buy hearing aids. 

SIGMA
Greensburg, Indiana

39 Members
First Monday

1917
Social Activities: We are blessed to live in a 
small community where we often see each 
other between meetings. Due to COVID 
restrictions this year, we held our regular 
meetings throughout the year in person 
with social distancing protocols. We were 
not able to have our Christmas season in 
person together.  In August, we had 5 sis-
ters’ help with the eye screening at our local 
elementary school. We were able to help 
over 100 students get their vision tested. 
In November, we were blessed to be able 
to continue making cheeseballs and fudge 
working with community partners Bread 
of Life and First Presbyterian Church. We 
spent three days preparing all the orders 
and spending time with each other. Sisters 
delivered items before the busy holiday 
season started. We did not do fall cheer 
baskets because we were not sure what our 
fundraisers were going to bring in this year. 
For Easter we did cheer baskets for Foster 
Children. In May we did little dinners at a 
local restaurant where we were able to catch 
up with each other. We played a fun game 
of would you rather and got to know our 
sisters better! We also were able to finish 
out our flower sales to help with scholar-
ships and other local endeavors. We were 
able to give out one scholarship this year 
at Greensburg Community High school. 
In June, we volunteered and sponsored 
the Speech and Hearing Camp with our 
local hospital. The camp is a fun time to 
help the community and children. This 
year there were over 20 participants ages 
4-7 at camp. Overall, we had a wonderful 
year helping our community. Even in try-
ing times we were able to social distance 
and get together to help make a difference 
in the community. We are looking forward 
to a relaxing summer.

opted a local family at Christmas time and 
provided gifts for all the family members. 
Our chapter supports three county high 
school band departments, the Imagination 
Library program in Hancock County, and 
the Hear Indiana camp. Additionally, we 
support local charities Bentley’s Buddies, 
Friends of the Theater, and Kidsplay, we 
award college scholarships, Riley Festival 
Art Awards and support local high school 
arts. Our major fundraisers were cheese-
balls, hanging baskets, and mums.
Chapter News: This year, we welcomed 
two new initiated members: Stephanie 
Haines and Shelby Stephenson. Major 
membership milestones:  Dolores Flem-
ing (45 years), Lori Elmore (10 years), 
Dianne Hoover (10 years), Katie Ottinger 
(10 years), Cheryl Overman (10 years), 
and Stacey Stephenson (10 years). Stacey 
Stephenson was named the Upsilon chap-
ter’s Psi Ote of the Year.

ALPHA THETA
Charlestown, Indiana

23 Members
First Tuesday

December 1, 1923
We began our year meeting in July at the 
local Methodist Church Fellowship Hall 
which provided more room to social dis-
tance. We continued our attendance count 
by answering to our favorite book/author, 
favorite person living or dead you would 
want to have a conversation with, favorite 
hobby, and school mascot name. We always 
had a few chuckles! 
Due to Covid 19 no chapter delegates at-
tended the National Convention in Fort 
Wayne, but we were able to send two del-
egates to the state meeting in Odon, IN.
We were able to have our Fall and Spring 
flower fundraisers, but were unable to 
make our cheeseballs. We had many disap-
pointed friends and family! We also had 
our fall auction among our members which 
always brings joy and laughter.
We presented a Charlestown High School 
senior girl a scholarship and made a do-
nation to the local public library for their 
summer reading program.
During several meetings our president 
presented yellow roses and/or pins to ladies 
who had been members 30 plus years. Sue 
Wood has been a member for 61 years! 
What a loyal sister! We also had one of 
our members, Karen Robinson, present a 
program on a Health Community.
We initiated three new members: Rebecca 
Putman, Benita Sabie, and Betty Sexton. 
However we lost one of our loyal members, 
Ruthann Waterfill. A check in her memory 
was sent to New Washington alumni.
After our meeting in April we put together 
snack baskets for our local elementary and 
high schools, an assistive living residence, 
and a local vaccine site. Individual snack 
bags were taken to the fire department also.

Initiation 2021. From left to right: Shelby Stephenson, 
Cori Shambaugh, and Stephanie Haines.

Our chapter made matching shirts to support our 
sister battling breast cancer, Mickie Hansen.

Our chapter’s Honorary members (active and retired) 
at our 101st anniversary gala.
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Meeting on a member’s back patio.  We 
had fun discussing our favorite books and 
compiled a list of our favorites.  Septem-
ber was also a busy time for the sorority 
members with the selling of pecans.  The 
earnings from this sale went toward com-
munity donations including the local art 
museum, local symphony, and local youth 
theatre.  In October, members of Alpha 
Iota met at Pleasant View Nursery garden 
center/tree nursery and had fun making 
miniature succulent gardens, in addition 
to having our business meeting.  We made 
the cutest succulent containers and got to 
take them home!
In November, sorority members partook 
in a Zoom Meeting in which we enjoyed 
social time playing a game of Two Truths 
and a Lie, in which we guessed which state-
ment was a lie for each person.  November 
is generally a busy time for our members 
since we often cook and serve a Thanksgiv-
ing meal at Harvest House (a church com-
munity kitchen that serves meals to those 
in need).  However, due to the pandemic, 
the meal was unable to take place.  There-
fore, we chose to do a Thanksgiving Giving 
Project, and collected food donations for 
Rock Solid Ministries (a church that serves 
meals to those in need) and gave money 
donations to Harvest House Ministries.  
Our sorority matched the funds its mem-
bers collected in an effort to further help 
those in need to have a nice Thanksgiving. 
December also proved to be a time of giving 
for our group!  Our meeting for the month 
took place as a Christmas Cocktail Zoom 
Meeting in which we shared the name of 
the drink we were drinking (whether alco-
holic or not), and visited with each other 
through the computer screen.  Alpha Iota 
members took part in a Christmas Project 
in which we went and bought new jackets, 
sweatpants, and Chapstick, and delivered 
them to Communities in Schools (an or-
ganization dedicated to helping kids with 
their needs and keeping them in school).
The Zoom meetings continued into 2021.  
We shared laughs at the January meeting 
by telling corny Dad jokes that we remem-
bered from childhood!  Our February Val-
entine’s Zoom meeting included playing 
Valentine Ice Breaker and What’s on Your 
Cell Phone games. At that meeting we also 
opened goodie bags filled with treats to 
eat, and opened Secret Sister gifts, all of 
which had been delivered ahead of time.  
At the time of the March Zoom Meeting, 
we shared what makes up happy about 
our favorite shirts that we were wearing.  
In honor of Earth day, time was given 
discuss the different things each member 
does to be more environmentally friendly, 
at the April Zoom Meeting.   Although we 
have been appreciative of the opportunity 
to use Zoom meetings as a way to still be 
able to have our meetings, and be involved 
in fun sorority activities, I think I speak 
for all the members of Alpha Iota to say 

Covid 19 pandemic has been a part of 
our lifestyle for over 15 months. Three 
members of our sorority decided to take an 
active part to serve in this time of need. An 
honorary retired member had an extended 
stay in the hospital and rehabilitation cen-
ter. During that time she was uncomfort-
able and could not get warm. Once home 
she decided to enrich the lives of patients 
who may have also experienced a “chilly” 
feeling. Being an accomplished seamstress 
she made about 40 capes and donated them 
to nursing homes and rehab. centers. Now 
every resident can feel warm and cozy! 
Thanks to Virginia Bushau for her act of 
kindness as she continues to make more 
capes. Another sister, Debbie Trotter has 
made hundreds of masks for adults as well 
as children and donated them to churches, 
various groups and organizations, friends, 
family, and anyone who needed a mask! 
Her skills were much appreciated. Also 
one more sister, Tina Bradshaw, donated 
her time to volunteer weekly at a local vac-
cine site. Where there was a need Tina was 
there! So many have stayed active to serve 
in this time of need and we appreciate all 
they have done. These sisters have enriched 
the lives around them.
As our meeting closes we pass around 
the Jar to share our many blessings with 
a smalll donation. We have much to be 
thankful for, especially getting back to 
our normal routine and being with our 
SISTERS!!
We are looking forward to attending the 
2021 National Convention in Louisville, 
KY.

ALPHA IOTA
Richmond, Indiana

13 Members
Second Thursday

1924
Alpha Iota typically meets monthly, on the 
second Thursday for the business meeting 
followed by some time for socializing.  We 
were still able to do this, but due to the 
pandemic needed to adapt to a new means 
for doing so – Zoom Meetings over the in-
ternet.  It wasn’t quite as much fun as being 
together and being to talk to one another 
in person, but we found ways to conduct 
the meetings and still be able to partake 
in social activities.  Typically, we would 
start off the year in May with our annual 
flower sale.  We typically sell a variety of 
different flowers – various colors of 4 inch 
geraniums and many different flowers in 
hanging baskets.  However, in an effort to 
follow the social guidelines set forth by the 
CDC and the governor of Indiana in an ef-
fort to keep ourselves and others safe from 
the COVID-19 virus, we decided not to sell 
the actual flowers since that would result in 
the need for many people to gather together 
as we set up the area in the church for the 
purchasers to come pick up their flowers.  
We decided instead to sell gift certificates 
to the garden center that grows flowers 
for our sale so that individuals wanting to 
purchase the flowers could go and pick out 
their own flowers, or call that garden center 
and make arrangements to go and pick up 
the flowers they wanted.  The proceeds 
from the flower sale typically go to fund 
our summer kindergarten readiness clinic 
which focuses primarily on children with 
speech and language needs.  However, this 
year, due to the pandemic, we were unable 
to have the kindergarten readiness clinic.  
Therefore, the proceeds made from the sale 
will go to help the upcoming kindergarten 
readiness clinic for the 2021 year.  
In July, Alpha Iota held its annual garage 
sale.  The proceeds were used to provide 
our annual scholarship for a college stu-
dent studying to be a speech/language 
pathologist or audiologist.  In August, we 
spent the evening making bracelets and 
earrings, and getting to know 3 ladies in-
terested in joining Psi Iota Xi, at the Rush 
Jewelry Making Party.  At the September 
meeting, we enjoyed a Patio Boxed Dinner 

Alpha Theta
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we are hopeful to be able to have more 
in person meetings and activities in the 
future, especially now that the number of 
COVID cases have continued to decrease 
across the nation. 

ALPHA PI
Scottsburg, Indiana

10 Members
First Tuesday

February 27, 1926
Social Activities: Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, we were unable to get together 
for most of our meetings. President Patty 
Renn mailed monthly newsletters to ev-
eryone and President Janet Arbuckle called 
everyone each month. This was our way to 
stay in touch and keep everyone informed 
and conduct business. 
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: We 
sponsored a Fair Queen Candidate. Due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, we were not 
able to make our holiday cheeseballs in 
November and December as our main 
fundraiser. We donated money to the “We 
Care” Auction and adopted an Angel Tree 
family in December. We had a Fake White 
Elephant Silent Auction and a Fake Bake 
Sale. We were able to have our Salad Sup-
per in April. We gave money to our local 
heritage museum and our public Library’s 
summer reading program. 
Chapter News: We were saddened and 
mourned the loss of one Honorary mem-
ber, Arlene Bridgewater. We appreciate our 
Honorary Retired as they remain involved 
with our chapter. We are looking forward 
to the coming year and the experiences we 
will share together in Psi Iota Xi. 

ALPHA OMEGA
North Vernon, Indiana

22 Members
First Monday
February 1928

Don’t you wish you had a dollar for every 
time you’ve heard, “This year has been a 
challenge!”  Well, Alpha Omega is living 
proof that there’s more than one way to skin 
a cat! We have taught old dogs new tricks 
ok, enough with the euphemisms.
But, we have learned how to conduct Zoom 
meetings this year.  We’ve learned that if 
we are restricted from public gatherings 
for fundraising, our community will sup-
port our efforts anyway.  Instead of our 
annual Bunny Breakfast, we had a free 
bike giveaway from community donations.  

Forty-seven in total!
If you can’t make cheeseballs because of 
germs. we’ll fundraise germ fighters!  We 
partnered with Earl Clean Solutions for a 
PIX hand sanitizer that smells good, makes 
your hands soft, AND puts a little money 
in our bank account. 
We have learned if Covid squashes our 
Ladies Night Out bash, we will fundraise 

some ladies apparel that features the origi-
nal artwork of an up and coming creative 
soul.  
If we are not dining out, we’re cooking at 
home. So why not have a Pampered Chef 
fundraiser to spice up our kitchens!
Thanks to our alternative cat skinning meth-
ods, we were able to continue to provide 
scholarships to high school seniors, donate 
to our usual local community projects such 
as Historical Society, Coordinating Coun-
cil, St. Vincent DePaul, Park Theatre and 
Hospice.
And. we were still able to celebrate our very 
own Psi Ote of the Year for 2020, Elaine 
Leahigh, who has been a loyal and faithful 
member since 1974. 
Alpha Omega Chapter has been alive and 
well for 93 years!  It will take more than 

Covid to take us down!!  We celebrated 
our anniversary with dinner at Stream Cliff 
Farms Winery, which included celebrating 
Donna Olson, a 58 year member and Peggy 
Day, a 50 year member!

BETA PI
Cambridge City, Indiana 

25 members
First Monday
April 23, 1934

Social activities: Beta Pi’s theme this year 
was “Celebrating Women”. Each officer 
presented a woman who was important 
to them. Some picked historical women, 

some picked someone in their family or 
a close friend, while others picked the 
woman because of what she represented or 
for what she overcame. In September, we 
celebrated the members who have reached 
a certain number of years of member-
ship with a small reward. For October, we 
had our “Fall Guest Party”. We celebrated 
Christmas by celebrating Mrs.Claus! To 
have fun for Valentine’s Day we made cards 
with supplies provided by Christy Tollett. 
During the “Pledge Party” in March, we 
had a silent auction and gave masks as a 
take home gift. At our April meeting, we 
had a contest to see who could wear the 
craziest hat. For the May meeting, we had 
our “Garden Party” at the home of Valarie 
King, where we enjoyed a taco bar and 
ice cream sundaes for dessert. In June we 
will have our initiation and installation, 
where the theme will be the 1920’s. This 
event should be a lot of fun. To finish up 
our year, we will have our annual summer 
picnic at Sylvia Hamilton’s house. We had a 
lot of fUn this year and can’t wait for more 
fun to come.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: We were 
able to do several projects this year and yet, 
some projects were not possible due to the 
COVID-19 restrictions that were in place. 
We should have had our annual “Cookie 
Walk” in November, but that was not pos-
sible this year. We did have our Cheese Ball 
sale and that turned out well, and we had 
a very successful garage sale booth during 
the annual US 40 Garage Sale. We had 
to plan a new project to replace the Golf 
tournament that we had each summer for 
years. The new project is a raffle for items 
donated from local business. The items 
are put together in baskets and people can 
buy a ticket to win a basket. This project 
did really great and was HUGE success. 
The projects we did this year allowed us to 
help out our community in many ways. We 
have supported the local schools in many 
ways as well. We helped the music, art, 
and speech programs of Western Wayne 
Schools. We were able to give to the local 
libraries and various other groups, as well. 
We also gave two $500 scholarships to 
Lincoln High School graduates.
Chapter News: One new member was initi-
ated into our chapter in March. Regretfully, 
we also accepted change of status letters 
from some sisters in our chapter. We also 
lost several great sisters who served our 
chapter well and they will be truly missed. 
We are looking forward to another success-
ful year in Psi Iota Xi!

BETA SIGMA
Austin, Indiana
20 Members
First Monday
May 1935

Social Activities: Our winter social was at 
the Goat Milk Stuff Farm in Scottsburg, 
IN. Each lady and guest was served a deli-

Donna Olson, a 58 year member and Peggy Day, a 50 
year member!

Alpha Omega’s  very own Psi Ote of the Year for 2020, 
Elaine Leahigh, who has been a loyal and faithful 
member since 1974. 

47 bikes from community donations given away at the 
Alpha Omega Bumny Breakfast.
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GAMMA ETA
Knightstown, Indiana

27 Members
First Thursday
October 5, 1946

This has certainly been an interesting year! 
Due to the Public Health Emergency we 
have had to learn to adapt..a lot! We were 
able to have our September meeting at the 
local park and our most recent meeting 
back at the Hoosier Gym. In between, 
we learned how to use GoogleMeet and 
Zoom!! We were not able to have our typi-
cal events this year and fundraising has 
suffered.
We have tried to be creative and tried our 
first Facebook Purse Auction, raising just 
under $300.
We learned a lot and have been cranking 
out lots of ideas to try!
We were able to attend the Indiana State 
Meeting as well as National Convention. 
Our Christmas party was held virtually and 
was soooo much fun and we participated 
in our local Trunk or Treat event. We were 
able to make our annual donations to local 
libraries, Speech and Hearing Department 
and others.

Officer elections for the 2021-2022 year 
were held and installation will be during 
the June meeting. Our new officers will 
be as follows:President, Carrie Ferreel; 
Vice President, Kay Denny; Recording 
Secretary, Kelly Saunders; ; Corresponding 
Secretary, Darlene Dellinger; Treasurer, 
Tracy Schweizer; Treasurer in training,Lisa 
Helderbrand; Conductress, Amy
Garrison.

ZETA IOTA
Louisville, Kentucky

18 Members
First Monday
March 8, 1959

Social Activities: Despite emerging pan-
demic restrictions due to Covid-19, Zeta 
Iota Chapter began our 2020-21 year with 
great excitement. Our Sandy Johnson was 
sworn in as PIX National President at the 
2020 Convention in Ft. Wayne, Indiana. 
Three Zeta Iota members attended and 
proudly cheered Sandy as she assumed 
her new responsibilities of leadership. 
Members not able to attend sent Sandy 
congratulatory messages, supporting her 
across the miles. Zeta Iota distributed col-
orful convention welcome bags, inviting all 
sisters to join us in Louisville, Kentucky on 
June 25-27, 2021 for the National Conven-
tion, with the theme “The Many Hats of 
our Derby Sisters.”
In February our chapter was invited to the 
Brown Hotel, the site of the 2021 National 
Convention, for a special guided tour of 
the facilities and a special brunch. We 

cious dessert and made a Christmas Craft. 
We had a Christmas parade and we served 
refreshments in the old gym of the Austin 
Middle School. Santa was there with Mrs. 
Clause for the kids to visit with.
We had to change our regular meeting 
room to the Old Austin Christian Church, 
so we could have room to practice social 
distancing due to the pandemic.
In the spring we potted beautiful spring 
flowers and placed them all around the 
city of Austin. Due to the pandemic, we 
were unable to set up our trailer and sell 
Home Made Ice Cream at our County Fair 
because it was cancelled. We also were un-
able to set up our trailer at The Fourth of 
July Firemen Festival to sell our Ice Cream, 
Nachos, Pizza and drinks, behind the Aus-
tin High School due to it being cancelled 
due to the pandemic.
Due to the pandemic, we have had a very 
challenging year to raise money for our 
scholarships that we present to three Austin 
Senior Graduates. We were able to present 
one $500.00 scholarship from our chapter 
and two of our sorority sisters who own 
their own businesses donated the other 
two Scholarships.
We initiated two new members at our May 
meeting, we are so excited to have them 
join our chapter.
We look forward to opportunities to do 
good work and make a difference in our 
community. We wish you all the best as you 
continue your sisterhood. May God Bless 
you all and keep you safe.

BETA PHI
Shelbyville, Indiana

13 Members
Third Tuesday

January 14, 1938
Social Activities: We started our year off 
celebrating the initiation of new members 
and looking ahead to planning a year with 
all the continued restrictions.  We spent the 
evening discussing our annual fundraiser 
and the chapters being drawn to receive 
the National Literature/Literacy Grant of 
$1,000.00.  We had a mixture of in-person 
and virtual meetings throughout the year.  
We also discussed initiating a secret sister 
program to get to know each other more 
and support each other throughout the 
year.  We discussed several opportunities 
for summer socials.
Charitable Activities/Fundraiser: Known 
around town as the Cheeseball ladies, we 
mix and roll cheeseballs three times a year, 
making over 2600 cheeseballs. Our annual 
fundraiser selling cheeseballs kicks off at 
the Delta Theta Tau Gift and Hobby show 
which was cancelled due to Covid-19.  Since 
the gift and hobby show was cancelled, we 
organized a drive thru cheeseball sale.  We 
advertised the sale on social media, yard 
signs and regular channels.  Even with the 
challenges due to Covid-19 we were able to 

reach our goal.  Our proud membership of 
13 allows us to successfully raise the money 
we set in our budget each year.   
The profits from this endeavor helps us 
support the music, arts and literature in 
Shelby County as well as speech and hear-
ing.  Our music contribution is to the India-
napolis Symphony, Shelby Senior Services 
Music Assistance, local symphony and the 
Shelbyville Marching Band. 
In arts and literature, we contribute to our 
local Strand Theater, Hoosier Art Salon, 
Shelby County Players, Shelby County Li-
brary, City and County Elementary Librar-
ies and Blue River Adult Literacy program. 
Speech and Hearing is our biggest con-
tribution by fully funding the speech and 
hearing clinic at a local elementary school 
in the summer, sponsoring an individual 
to attend Hear Indiana Camp as well as 
tuition for a student at the St. Joseph In-
stitute for the Deaf.   Several camps were 
cancelled this year due to Covid-19.  We 
also give scholarship money to a local col-
lege junior or senior pursuing a degree in 
Speech and Hearing.  
There are other local community outreach 
programs also benefited from our sup-
port: Scuffy (United Fund), Boy Scouts 
of America Camp Scholarship, Shelby 
County Girls State Sponsorship, Turning 
Point Domestic Violence, Hopes & Dreams 
Fund, Sensory Gym (The Arc of Shelby 
County, Troup #203, Shelbyville Aktion 
Club, St. Vincent DePauw/CASA Children 
and the Knights of Columbus. 
We are very proud to keep purchasing 
books for newborns born at our local hos-
pital. There are approximately 360 babies 
born each year. We have placed a book plate 
inside the book with our sorority label so 
parents know how much we care about the 
literacy of their newborn.
A new focus for us will be in music and 
arts. Our chapter has given money to the 
Shelby Senior citizens for their music for 
Alzheimer patients. We still believe this to 
be an active organization to contribute to 
in our community. The community is also 
moving their Sensory room to a new build-
ing, so we want to help fund this program 
to service more students. 
Chapter News: We initiated 3 new sis-
ters into our chapter and sadly lost two 
members for different reasons and wish 
them both well.  Our members celebrated 
births, weddings, losses and some health 
concerns.  Together we got through the 
ups and downs and look forward to the 
2021-2022 year.
We are very excited to see what this year 
will bring the Beta Phi Chapter of Psi Iota 
Xi. 
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were in awe of the beautiful architecture 
throughout this historical building. We Sis-
ters felt like we took a step back in time to 
an elegant, old-world charm of the Crystal 
Ballroom, meeting areas, and beautifully 
decorated lobby.
Charitable Activities and Fundraisers: This 
past year Covid-19 kept our in-person vol-
unteering on hold. Nevertheless, we sup-
ported 50 adopted veterans in the Christian 
Care Community Nursing Home/Assisted 
Living Center for the seventh year by hon-
oring them with cards and treats on their 
birthdays, Valentine’s Day, Independence 
Day, and Veteran’s Day. The Chaplains at 
the Christian Care Community graciously 
hand delivered our special cards and gifts 
and reported that the veterans were thrilled 
that they were not forgotten this year by 
the Zeta Iota Sisters. We expanded the 
program in 2021 to include veterans re-
siding at Creekside On Bardstown Senior 
Living Center. Covid-19 didn’t stop us from 
expanding and serving.
We continued to financially support speech 
and hearing issues by choosing The Hear-
ing and Speech Center in Lexington, KY 
as our 2021 state project. We also awarded 
two scholarships to very deserving stu-
dents at the University of Louisville and 
Murray State who are pursuing degrees 
in the speech and hearing fields. These 
two students are now able to achieve their 
dreams of helping people with speech and 
hearing needs.
Zeta Iota Sisters passionately support our 
local community, especially the needs of 
women and children. This year we chose 
Maryhurst, a local residential treatment 
program for abused young girls who have 
been removed from homes throughout 
the state. By going the “old school” with 
emails, phone calls, and snail mail, we ap-
plied for and received a $250 grant from 
Thrivent Investments, and collected $700 
in cash and checks, for a total of $950 for 
Maryhurst. The Local Charity Commit-
tee converted the cash to gift cards for 
the Maryhurst Christmas Wish List. By 
working together, we helped Maryhurst 
empower these young women to not only 
survive, but to thrive, and build a founda-
tion for success.

ZETA LAMBDA
Connersville, Indiana

7 Members
First and/or Third Monday

September 27, 1959
Although small in number, we remain reso-
lute and strong in support of our chapter 
and the larger organization. Our seven 
members are faithful in attendance, and 
very glad to see each other at our monthly 
gatherings. When the COVID restrictions 
set in, we still kept in touch via phone 
calls, e-mails, text messages, and limited 
in-person contact. The 2020 flowers that 

we sold bloomed profusely, wherever they 
were planted, brightening many lives and 
homes. 
In September we began meeting face-to-
face again, outside the homes of our mem-
bers, on the patio, socially distanced, and 
with masks, of course, and no refreshments. 
For our December meeting, we gathered at 
the gallery of the local Whitewater Valley 
Arts Association, which provided ample 
space for distancing and a festive holiday 
arts and crafts environment. During the 
winter months of January and February, 
we took a break, keeping in touch when 
necessary
Coming together in early March, again at 
the WVAA, we made decisions and plans 
for our annual fundraiser, the spring sale of 
hanging baskets and potted geraniums. The 
very late delivery date in mid-May proved 
to be a blessing in disguise, weather wise. 
But shortages of several popular kinds of 
baskets turned out to be a detriment to our 
ability to provide our customers with their 
favorite summer flowers. Therefore, sales 
were lower than expected, but we trust that 
the income that we did realize will be put 
to good use in the year ahead. 
Some projects have changed, because of the 
Pandemic, and we have adjusted as best we 
could. For instance, the High School Art 
Show that we had sponsored previously at 
the WVAA could not be held. So, we are 
supporting the WVAA with a sponsorship 
for their upcoming Fall Art Auction. Pro-
viding several awards for seniors at Con-
nersville High School continued as usual. 
Active members are Reita Brunsman, 
Joanne Guttman, M.D., Lisa Hazelrigg, 
Peggy Hollingsworth, Kathie Stuedle, 
Kathy Terrell, and Moon Ja Urdal. Valerie 
Collings and Betty Seasongood continue 
to be supportive, but from a distance. We 
share the work and the joys of the chapter 
as we look forward to better times! “Let us 
then be of good cheer that the lives of those 
about us may be enriched.” 

ZETA XI
Madison, Indiana
30 members
First Monday
March 1960

Social Activities: Covid-19 changed our 
social activities this past year but we have 
stayed active and social in modified ways. 
In what seems to have become a tradition, 
our kick-off meeting is held poolside at 
the home of our past president, DeAnn 
Klinedinst. We skipped our usual salad/
dessert pitch-in and spent the evening 
outside and masked, planning for yearly 
activities, catching up with each other on 
life events, and just enjoying our Sister time 
together. We were able to begin in person 
meetings again in March and held our April 
meeting at Harry’s Stone Grill restaurant 
for a socially distanced dinner. 

Chapter News: Due to the covid-19 virus, 
the April date for our state meeting had to 
be changed which was a great disappoint-
ment but we were able to host the Indiana 
State meeting on July 19th, 2020, at Clifty 
Inn, Clifty Falls State Park, Madison, In-
diana. We hope many of you were able to 
attend. We pray for the families and friends 
of all those who lost loved ones in the past 
year. It is our hope that the 2021-2022 year 
will find all of us back on a ‘somewhat’ 
regular schedule.
Charitable Activities/Fund-Raisers: Sev-
eral meetings were cancelled in the Fall 
and Winter including our annual Harvest 
of Hobbies where members make craft 
items or simply bring in purchased items, 
and the evening is spent bidding against 
each other for these prized possessions. 
In the middle of November, we were able 
to get together, while social distancing, 
and spent a full day making our famous 
holiday cheese spread. This continues to be 
a successful and rewarding fundraiser for 
our chapter. In 2020, we also sold spices. 
Proceeds from these events are used to 
support many outreach programs in our 
community. Due to Covid-19 we were not 
able to hold our Summer Speech and Hear-
ing Clinic, which is offered free of charge 
to all participants. Our chapter usually 
hosts the HSE (High School Equivalency, 
formerly GED) Graduation and Honors 
Ceremony at the Ivy Tech Community 
College in Madison, Indiana but this year 
it was not held and our funds were used 
instead to offer financial assistance for 
HSE tests rather than the celebration. We 
awarded a scholarship to a student from 
our community who is pursuing a degree 
in the field of Speech and Hearing. Other 
local charities we were able to support are: 
CASA, SEI Voices for Children; Jefferson 
County Youth Shelter; sponsored virtual 
art classes and an art show, at the Madison 
Jefferson-County Public Library; Madison 
Main Street Program Music in the Park; 
United Way and Big Brothers/Big Sisters. 
While it takes a lot of time and resources for 
these events, we couldn’t do them without 
the continued support of each other and 
additional family members. 

ZETA TAU
Milroy, Indiana
21 Members

Second Wednesday
October 11, 1964

Social Activities: One of our socials this 
past year was in October and we went to 
Reveal Restaurant for lunch then finished 
our outing by shopping at Two Chicks Co. 
which is the store associated with the TV 
show Two Chicks and A Hammer in India-
napolis. In March we traveled to Muncie to 
visit the convention center we will be using 
in the summer of 2022 as we are hosting 
the National Convention. At our December 
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meeting every year we also hold our blind 
item auction and the money raised that 
night benefits our convention fund. 
Chapter News: This next year will be very 
exciting for our chapter as we will be host-
ing the National Convention in 2022 when 
our own Andrea Neidenthal will serve as 
National President.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Every 
year we start by selling gift certificates for a 
local greenhouse. Throughout the year our 
other fundraisers include selling Rada Cut-
lery and Butterbraids. Unfortunately due to 
COVID-19, we had to cancel our fashion 
show at Cynthia’s Hallmark in Greenfield 
this past year but we are planning to have it 
again this coming November. Our chapter 
also puts together a community birthday/
anniversary calendar project to also help 
raise funds. This year for our Cloth-A-
Child outreach we were able to provide 
18 children with $100 each to go towards 
clothing and shoes around Christmas. We 
also have our 12 Free Little Libraries all 
over Rush County that children and adults 
can enjoy by taking and leaving books.

THETA NU
Lexington, Kentucky

6 Members
Second Monday
May 20, 1972

The Covid-19 Pandemic struck the week 
following our Kentucky State Association 
Meeting in March! We were unable to meet 
in April, June, and December. We did have 
one in-person (masked and socially dis-
tanced) meeting on President Donna Car-
rithers’ front porch in September. The rest 
of our meetings were by Zoom. We talked, 
made plans, and enjoyed seeing each other 
on screen. One of the highlights socially 
is Donna, Carol, and Phyllis attended the 
National Convention in FT Wayne. We 
enjoyed ourselves and glad we attended.
Our primary fundraiser, a sailing regatta, 
scheduled for May 2020 was cancelled. In 
August, after learning that the Hearing and 
Speech Center was indeed having meetings 
with children and services were being pro-
vided, we contacted the Cave Run Sailing 
Association. We agreed to ask previous 
sponsors to help us have a “Bluegrass Char-
ity Regatta non-attending, non-sailboat 
event.” We had donors! We donated $3,000 

to the Hearing and Speech Center! 
We assessed ourselves $10 each to make up 
for our lack of General Fund fundraisers 
we usually have in person. We sold Rada 
Products. Our annual “Gift Wrapping” 
fundraiser at Joseph Beth Booksellers and 
our Christmas party/dinner/auction (for 
our general fund) was cancelled. Mandated 
by our governor.
We are so proud and excited to watch our 
“own Kentucky” National President, Sandy 
Johnson excel in leadership steering our 
organization in uncharted waters! We take 
off our hats to her! We are so excited to have 
our National Convention in Kentucky in 
June 2021!

IOTA PHI
Clarksburg, Indiana

11 Members
April 7, 2019

It has been an interesting year for everyone 
trying to social distance and our chapter 
has made the best of it. We have enjoyed 
many Zoom meetings to stay in touch. The 
laughter and smiles kept close even though 
we had to be away from each other. In June, 
we were able to meet at a member’s home 
on a patio overlooking Lake Santee and 
enjoyed refreshments. 
Our chapter sold greeting cards this year as 
a fundraiser….Cards For A Cause. We have 
had great response and will continue these 
sales. In the future, we hope to take these 
cards to craft fairs and other venues. We 
were able to donate to a local family who 
has medical expenses. In April, our chapter 

received the $1,000 grant from State and we 
will put it to good use. We will be installing 
a “Free Little Library” at Lake Santee’s East 
Beach. Our chapter will continue to main-
tain the library with books for children and 
adults throughout the year. 
We have welcomed a new member this year 
and look forward to expanding our chap-
ter! Iota Phi looks forward to the upcoming 
year and being able to gather in each other’s 
homes and be together once again.

IOTA CHI
La Grange, Kentucky

12 Members
Second Monday

May 2019
Social Activities: We kicked off our new 
year in the middle of the pandemic. We 
were still meeting monthly via zoom or 
skype. We also tried to meet in person 
with everyone wearing masks, and social 
distancing. In October, we held a chapter 
Halloween costume social at a member’s 
house. After months of being quarantined 
and not being able to do our other planned 
socials, it was nice to get together and build 
an even stronger bond as a chapter. We 
played several games and enjoyed each 
other’s company. It lifted our spirits and 
our morale. 
Charitable Activities/ Fundraisers: Even 
through the pandemic, our chapter per-
severed and made sure that we could do 
at least one fundraiser. We decided to do 
a silent purse auction and open it up to 
everyone. With the pandemic still in full 
swing, we decided to give Facebook a try 
and held our auction on Facebook. It was 
a successful fundraiser with many winners 
being from other chapters of Psi Iota Xi. We 
took the money that we raised from this 
fundraiser and donated it to Crossroads 
Pregnancy Center in LaGrange. It is a local 
charity that helps single moms on the verge 
of abortion do a complete turnaround. 
They help the moms build self-esteem 
through counseling and educate them on 
raising a family. In a huge time of need, it 
was nice to be able to donate to Crossroads. 
We also held a cheese spread fundraiser in 
November and donated those profits to 
High Point Charity and Grace Lutheran 
Church. The money that we donated to 
High Point was used for toys and wrapping 
paper for their annual Christmas Drive for 
families in the community. Grace Lutheran 
Church used our donation to supply paper 
towels and toilet paper to their community 
pantry. Their food pantry supplies boxes to 
lower income or struggling families. 
Chapter News: This was our chapter’s first 
year to sell items at convention. We were 
all overly excited and incredibly happy that 
we were able to have that opportunity. We 
are fortunate to have so many wonderful 
and crafty ladies within our chapter. For 
our first full year, we donated over $1000 
to our community. We planned a delight-
ful rush tea and were heartbroken that it 
got canceled due to the pandemic. Covid 
did not stop us from welcoming two new 
members into our chapter at the end of 
this year! 

 left to right:  Dana Fussner, Dru Niedenthal, 
Andrea Niedenthal, Tonya Smith, Pam Ford, Megan 
Obermeyer, Tammy Morgan, Michelle Deaton and 
Barbara Crawford
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It has been such a privilege to serve as your 
Southwest District Officer these last three 
years. I have made so many new Sister friends 
and look forward to staying in touch with you 
as I move on as National Editor.

After the year we had, I am still amazed with 
what our district worked and contributed. We 
gave almost $77,000.00. You show true determi-
nation to the works we pledge in our opening 
verse. The contributions will go back up as we 
bounce back from the Pandemic. We also need 
to continue to bring in members, whether new 

OUTHWEST DISTRICT

SOUTHWEST DISTRICT CHAPTERS:
Zeta, Bloomington, IN .......................................1904
Alpha Beta, Seymour, IN ....................................1922
Alpha Omicron, Vincennes, IN ..........................1926
Alpha Psi, Washington, IN .................................1928
Beta Beta, Sullivan, IN .......................................1928
Beta Lambda, Bedford, IN .................................1933
Beta Mu, Brownstown, IN ..................................1933
Gamma Iota, Shoals, IN .....................................1948
Gamma Rho Aux, Linton, IN  .............................1952
Zeta Gamma, Fort Branch, IN ............................1957
Zeta Mu, Jasper, IN .............................................1959
Eta Alpha, Nashville, IN......................................1966
Eta Chi, Martinsville, IN .....................................1971
Theta Beta, Paoli, IN ...........................................1971
Iota Lambda, Ferdinand, IN ..............................1985
Iota Rho, Odon, IN ..............................................2003

Terri Resler
DISTRICT OFFICER

Alpha Psi–Washington, Indiana

or we reach out to past members. There are 
more strong, independent women out there that 
need us as much as we need them. 

Sorority has given me so much confidence and 
strength that I just can’t explain. Working with 
all of you has been a blessing in my life. Thank 
you for allowing me to be your District Officer. 
As the saying goes, “Don’t cry because its over, 
smile because it happened.”

Pax Vobiscum

Total Community Outreach ...................................................................... $ 32,516
Total Speech and Hearing ........................................................................ $ 12,359
Total Music ................................................................................................... $  6,200
Total Fine Arts .............................................................................................. $  8,864
Total Literature/Literacy ............................................................................ $ 10,848

15
Chapters

328
Members
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ZETA
Bloomington, Indiana

42 Members
Second Tuesday

November 19, 1904
Zoom! Without Zoom, we would have not 
sustained ourselves as a Chapter. With it, 
we were able to stay connected and strong 
in a year that challenged both.
After the realization hit that we were not 
meeting in person for an indefinite time, 
we adjusted. We had let go of our annual 
initiation/installation dinner in April, the 
corporation meeting (best pitch in, ever) 
in May, and the annual cocktail party in 
June. As always, we didn’t meet in July or 
August, and knew the disconnect was a 
growing concern. Our program chair saw 
the programs for September forward would 
not work, and put together alternative 
plans that would fit with Zoom’s format. 
She did great!
In September, we had the director of a 
local choral group that had been meeting 
via Zoom, Sing for Joy, teach us the Psi 
Iota Xi song. October’s Zoom meeting’s 
program was presented by a local jewelry 
owner and fellow Psi Ote, who explained 
the different kinds of opals; even if only 
via Zoom, there were a lot of oooohhh 
and aaahhhhs, November’s meeting was 
the founder of Pigasus film company, a 
Bloomington based entity that has had 
films screened at high profile entities like 
The Sundance festival. December was to 
have been a Christmas party, and we gath-
ered via Zoom and showed off our favorite 
Christmas ornament or item. Even via 
Zoom, we were able to connect on a very 
personal level, getting to know each other’s 
Christmas story, if you will. January had a 
YMCA fitness instructor showing us exer-
cises that we did with her from our homes. 
In February, the director of the Blooming-
ton Arts Alliance introduced us to various 
artists’ pieces, and updated us on the BAA. 
March was our 2nd annual “Meet the Psi 
Otes” where our recipients of our philan-
thropic giving. Surprisingly, each of the 23 
organizations had a representative, who 
gave a brief description of the organization 
and what they would do with our gift. Fol-
lowing their portion of the Zoom, they left 
the meeting and we introduced ourselves to 
our new, incoming members; even though 
we were distanced, we could tell they felt 
warmly welcomed.
We stayed relevant by keeping our fund-
raising arm, the Bloomington Thrift Shop, 
functioning well enough to provide finan-
cial support to 23 organizations in the 
Monroe County area. Awards were present-
ed on March 7, via Zoom, with the Chapter 
and all recipients. Every organization gave 
a brief description of their outreach, which 
brought them together and allowed them 
to network with each other. They had the 
opportunity to connect who we are, and 

participate in our annual purse auction 
at our April meeting. It’s always exciting 
to discover what treasures are insideyour 
chosen purse.
Fundraisers: Two main fundraisers sup-
ported several local charities. First, we were 
able to sell our beautiful holiday greenery. 
Loyal customers enjoyed purchasing fresh 
wreaths, swags, centerpieces and garland 
for holiday decorating. Next, we held our 
annual thirty-one raffle. We gave away 
a new thirty-one bag or purse each day 
during the month of May. There arethirty-
one lucky winners, and all profits benefit 
local charities suchas Southern Center for 
the Arts, Community Foundation, READ 
Jackson County, Community Theaters and 
Hear Indiana. We were also able to provide 
a scholarship for a local graduate student 
studying speech and hearing sciences.
Chapter News: Our sisters are looking 
forward to having more social activities, 
fundraisers and growing our membership 
in the
coming year.

ALPHA OMICRON
Vincennes, Indiana

18 Members
Second Wednesday

February 1926
Social Activities: Alpha Omicron was lucky 
enough to continue in person meetings in 
2020-21.  We held two virtual meetings, 
one because of increasing COVID numbers 
in our county and another due to a snow-
storm. We held some fun theme meetings 
such as a Hawaiian Luau, a Christmas 
pitch-in where we wrapped gifts for chil-
dren in need from our community, and a 
St. Patrick’s Day meeting complete with 
Irish snacks.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: We 
began the year with our annual flower 
sales.  We sold a record number of beauti-
ful Spring flowers to friends and family 
in our community. COVID cancelled our 
ArtVentures camp and 6th Grade perfor-
mance at the Red Skelton Theater but we 
were able to give back to our community 
by purchasing gifts for children in need at 
Christmas.  We had to rethink our annual 
Middle School Art Show due to crowd 
limitations and social distancing. A virtual 
art show complete with judging and prizes 
was the answer for this year.  We continued 
the Psi Ote mission of studying the best 
literature by donating new library books 
to each of the seven primary/elementary 
schools in our county. 
Chapter News: We are staying very active 
for a small chapter and we continue to look 
for new members to join our busy group.

our purpose, with the Shop and its sales.
The Shop took extra effort and member 
support during the pandemic and civil 
unrest that took place this past year. First, 
when the Shop had to close during the early 
days of protocols, and everyone was to stay 
home, we saw that our employees did not 
financially suffer. Aware that their minimal 
wages impact their sustenance, the Chapter 
pulled together and members contributed 
to funding that kept them afloat until we 
received a PPP or other government fund-
ing. The employees were most grateful. 
Word got out, as word of mouth does. The 
community, especially our customer base, 
heard how we assured financial stability, 
a favorable light to shine upon us: if our 
purpose is to support Monroe County’s 
needy, our philanthropy needs to see to 
those in our inner circle -- we not only 
care for charities, we see to our employees.
Then came the societal challenges. Along 
with several other businesses, during pro-
tests, vandals painted vulgarities on the 
exterior; multiple protests became ugly, we 
were only hit twice with graffiti. Members 
painted over them both times.The ben-
eficial fall out of this was that we reached 
out to our neighbors, and even though we 
have developed a relationship in the past, 
the residents in the apartments that are 
adjacent to the Shop change often. Rekin-
dling their awareness renewed that they 
began to watch the comings and going of 
the Shop after hours. Even so, on a night 
when a rampage of burglaries took place, 
our store was hit. The perpetrator broke 
the storefront plate glass window. Mem-
bers again joined together, and funded 
additional security cameras and alarms. 
The community response to the incident 
affirmed that Bloomingtonians know who 
we are, and value our contribution to the 
community.
Finally, our Chapter continued to keep 
relevant to the community via the Bloom-
ington Volunteer Network. This was espe-
cially helpful to our community awareness 
when our past president was honored as the 
volunteer of the year. This came with a $500 
award that we used to buy a new computer, 
enabling improved ability for electronic 
communication to the public by posts on 
Facebook and our weekly publicity flier, 
The Thrifty Shopper.

ALPHA BETA
Seymour, Indiana
14 Members
First Monday
April 15, 1922

Social Activities: This year has been unlike 
any other for the Alpha Beta chapter. Due 
to the Covid 19 restrictions we definitely 
had to find creative ways to continue our 
friendships and service to our community. 
We were able to stay in contact through 
Zoom meetings, texting and emails. So-
cials were missed, but we were able to 



61

ALPHA PSI
Washington, Indiana

21 Members
First Tuesday
April 27, 1928

Social Activities: The pandemic started our 
year out pretty rough.  Our May Breakfast 
social was cancelled and this is a big Gen-
eral Fund fundraiser for us.  We didn’t meet 
for our monthly meeting in May or June 
either.  As restrictions lifted we were able 
to have our June Banquet but we did not 
bring in any new members.  We did have 
our Specialty Auction at the Banquet (since 
cancelled in May).  We honor our chapter 
Psi Ote of the Year at Banquet.  Our winner 
was Jamie Halter and she was also recog-
nized as our newest Honorary member.  
Our Fall party committee hosted a “My 
Corona” party at the local Mexican restau-
rant where we were able to have the patio 
area to ourselves.  The committee provided 
drinks, chips, salsa and cheese dip.  It was 
a great time and we were excited to be to-
gether.  Covid cases locally raised around 
Thanksgiving and first of December, but 

it didn’t stop us from having our “Country 
Christmas” party.  Attendance was low 
but it was fun and we played BINGO and 
exchanged gifts.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Despite 

the pandemic, we held all three of our fun-
draisers: geraniums (spring), mums (fall) 
and wreaths (winter).  We exceeded our 
goals on all three fundraisers!  It was a true 
blessing from God.  We were able to donate 

to our budgeted projects and even added to 
donate to the local movie theatre, county 
museum, community concert series, the 
National Long Term Project and a new 
Speech Pathologist in the school system 
was in need of an iPad and we were able 
to purchase one for her.  
Chapter News: We were saddened by the 
death of longtime member Sue Gillingham 
in July.  She was the true meaning of what a 

Psi Ote is.  Her family honored our chapter 
with providing us with monetary dona-
tions from family and friends at the time of 
her funeral.  We added to our Community 
Foundation fund with some of the money 
and we awarded the yearly grant in her 
memory.  We ended the year with working 
beside our Iota Rho Odon Sisters to put on 
the Indiana State Meeting.  It was a great 
time to work with our sister chapter and 
put on a successful event.

BETA BETA
Sullivan, Indiana

9 Members
Third Monday
May 28, 1928

Beta Beta chapter is holding steady with 9 
members: 3 honorary active, 5 active and 
1 temporary inactive member.  This past 
year we were very much in limbo due to 
Covid restrictions and respect for every-
one’s safety. We did not get to participate 
in our local festival to raise money with 
our Bingo tent. Plans are progressing for 
this year’s festival. The restrictions also 
prevented us from making cheese balls. 
We continue to support local needs related 
to music, hearing and presented awards to 
local high schools for art and music. Have 
a blessed year sisters.

BETA LAMBDA
Bedford, Indiana
22 Members

Second Tuesday
May 1933

Social Activities: The September meeting 
was held on a beautiful day in the open air 
at a church picnic area in town. Our Oc-
tober meeting was at the Wiley Art Center 
in Bedford, surrounded by beautiful paint-
ings by our own Rose Brenner. We were 
honored to get to share in her wonderful 

art show. Due to the COVID 19 Pandemic 
precautions, our November and December 
meetings were both cancelled. But, begin-
ning in January our meetings resumed via 
Zoom online. Even though we couldn’t be 
together in person we still had a great time 
visiting on Zoom, especially seeing who 
might be in their PJ’s and what pets, kids, 
or grandkids photo bombed our meeting. 
We sisters also kept tabs on each other via 
phone calls, text messages, emails, and 
greeting cards. Yellow roses were also sent 
to those sisters with hospital stays. Even 
though we don’t usually have meetings in 
the summer, greeting cards appropriate to 
the need, are still sent to show how much 
we care for one another.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Because 
our annual Christmas auction had to be 
cancelled, we sisters donated money to 
the chapter to help offset the loss of funds 
normally brought in by this fundraiser. 
Beta Lambda has continued funding two 
college scholarships for over 28 years to 
worthy high school graduates, and these 
monetary awards are presented at the high 
school senior honors program each spring. 
These scholarships are in memory of past 
members who were dedicated to our com-
munity as well as our sorority. Chairman, 
Diane Stipp, provided experienced direc-
tion for our annual and profitable poin-
settia/Christmas cactus/ miniature rose 
sales. We had some new, varied, and extra 
pretty colors of poinsettias to offer. Diane 
also assisted us in sponsoring a Pampered 
Chef sale to help fund our various projects. 
Chapter Projects: Even though COVID 19 
precautions restricted most of our activi-
ties and fundraisers, we were still able to 
provide two college scholarships to worthy 
Bedford North Lawrence High School stu-
dents in memory of Opal Clark, past Na-
tional President, and Rosamond Pitman, 
a dedicated speech and hearing therapist.
Our sisters continue to enlighten the lives 
of those in the community with our dedi-
cation and friendship. We look forward to 
welcoming new initiates, and being able 
to once again participate in our varied 
projects and activities once COVID 19 
restrictions are lifted. Our sincere thanks 
to the Grace United Methodist Church for 
the use of their sheltered picnic area, and 
the Wiley Art Center for allowing us to hold 
our meeting there and enjoy the beautiful 
display of art. Special appreciation to our 
president, Lisa French, for keeping our 
chapter united and moving forward during 
a most challenging time of the pandemic.

BETA MU
Brownstown, Indiana

31 Members
Third Tuesday

November 4, 1933
Social Activities: In March 2020, three of 
us attended Brownstown Central High 
School’s Choral Department’s production 

Alpha Psi Fall Party with spouses and guests

Alpha Psi Helphing at the 2021 Indiana State Meeting

Alpha Psi mother and daughter Sue Scherr and Jaime 
Halter both Honorary Sisters.
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of “The Wizard of Oz”. We met for dinner 
at a local restaurant prior to the show. 
One of our members is the school corpo-
ration’s choir director, Stephanie Brock. 
We attended opening night, which turned 
out to be the only night for the show. The 
COVID-19 outbreak began. Stephanie and 
her assistants, students and parents did a 
wonderful job. It was a great evening!
Chapter News: This year has been a very 
difficult year to keep Psi Ote sisters en-
gaged. Our meetings are virtual with very 
low attendance. We look forward to the 
day that we can meet in person and spend 
time together. 
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Un-
fortunately, the COVID-19 pandemic 
caused us to miss out on a couple of our 
fundraiser events. There was not a 2020 
Jackson County Fair, which meant there 
was no Nutty Bar stand. Also, the Jackson 
County Festival of Wines and Brews was 
canceled. We were able to make cheese-
balls. Brownstown Central Middle School 
was our normal location for this event; 
however, they were not accepting outside 
group requests for building use. We sought 
out another location and may have found 
a new permanent location. Thank you to 
Seymour High School for allowing us to 
make cheeseballs. The pandemic didn’t 
hurt our sales. We made over 2200 total 
of our three varieties. We have our origi-
nal cheddar, beef & cheddar, and original 
rolled in nuts. 
Our fundraising efforts allow us to support 
the national and state projects, in addition 
to our local projects. Some of those include 
a music scholarship, “I Like Me” books for 
Kindergarten students in Brownstown, 
monies to Distinguished Young Women’s 
contest, 4-H, Braves Backer Board, Brown-
stown Main Street, Southern Indiana Cen-
ter of the Arts. 

GAMMA IOTA
Shoals, Indiana
12 Members

Second Tuesday
August 16, 1948

Social Activities: At our October 2020 
meeting, we held a Fall/Halloween themed 
auction. In December 2020, we held our 
annual Holiday Party, where members had 
a pitch-in dinner and participated in a gift 
exchange. Due to COVID-19, we did not 
invite our retiree members to our Holiday 
Party to be on the safe side. Also in Janu-
ary 2021, we held a clearance Christmas/
Winter decoration themed auction. This 
year we do get to hold our normal Spring/
Garden themed auction at our chapter 
meeting in June.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Gamma 
Iota was able to give back to the commu-
nity this past year even though we had the 
pandemic by donating funds to the Shoals 
Community Schools’ art, music and hear-
ing programs. The Chapter contributed 

donations to both the elementary and high 
school music departments. Throughout the 
year the chapter also donated to multiple 
organizations in our town, such as the 
Shoals Community School Corporation, 
Shoals Catfish Festival, Shoals Public Li-
brary, Shoals Beautification Board, Shoals 
Senior Citizens and Little League. Ath-
letic dinners were held to honor the Shoals 
Girls’ Volleyball and Basketball sectional 
teams. Due to COVID-19, we did not get 
to hold our annual story time with Santa 
prior to the town Christmas Parade. Each 
year Gamma Iota makes and sells cheese-
balls in November and sells a variety of 
flowers in April.

GAMMA RHO Auxiliary
Linton, Indiana
10 Members

First or Third Thursdays
May 19, 1952

Social Activities: Officers met in August 
and discussed the impact of Covid in our 
community. Along with members, a de-
cision was made to not meet until the 
Covid situation was better. Since we could 
not hold any fundraisers, members were 
asked to donate any amount, if interested, 
which was added to our fundraising bud-
get. Therefore, we did not hold any meet-
ings but were kept informed of business 
through President Debby Poole emailing 
us.
Charitable Activities/ Fundraisers: Our big-
gest fundraiser of the year, our Fall Home 
Tour, was cancelled due to the pandemic. 
Our committee was disappointed but felt 
it would not be safe for homeowners, the 
public or our members. We awarded a $500 
Scholarship to Taylor Riggleman, our only 
recipient for 2020. We also donated $250 
to the Linton Stockton Elementary Music 
Department. In August we donated $105 
to the Linton Fire Department to purchase 
American Flags to replace torn, ragged, and 
worn flags for the city flag poles. Due to a 
Covid outbreak, we were not permitted to 
continue hosting and playing Bingo with 
Glenburn Nursing Home residents. How-
ever, we donated prizes of stuffed animals, 
jewelry, books, and snacks. This enabled 
them to continue playing Bingo within the 
home. Sharon Payne worked in our local 
Humphreys Park Throughout the summer 
and cleaned, planted and mulched five 
flower beds.
Chapter news: Since we are an Auxiliary 
Chapter, we can no longer initiate any 
new members. Our year was a quiet one 
as we did not have any meetings, socials 
or celebrations. We will award one $500 
Scholarship to a 2021 Linton Stockton 
Graduate in the Spring.

ZETA GAMMA
Fort Branch, Indiana

12 Members
First Tuesday

October 6, 1957
Social Activities: The sisters of Zeta Gam-
ma meet monthly, September through June 
except December. We were able to meet at 
our local library learning center and social 
distant. We always enjoy our time spent 
together, but especially look forward to our 
socials during our meetings in October, 
March, and June. During those months, we 
always enjoy a delicious meal and games or 
other entertainment as part of our monthly 
meeting.
Charitable Activities/Fund-Raisers: Our 
largest fundraisers are our Cheeseball Sales 
in November and December. We weren’t 
able to use our local school to make them 
so one of our members suggested a Knights 
of St. John hall kitchen. They graciously 
agreed so with a lot of adjustments we 
were able to make them both months. 
Psi Otes are pretty resilient. Cheeseballs 
are always a hit, and the addition of our 
lemon cheeseballs to the traditional Psi 
Ote cheeseball has added to our profits. 
We weren’t able to do our annual Father-
Daughter Dance in March so our giving 
wasn’t going to be as much. It has become 
something that the Fathers and Daughters 
in our community look forward to and ask 
about regularly. With the money we raise, 
we are able to give generously to our local 
library and schools, as well as our local 
theater and speech therapists. We were 
also able to provide scholarships to two 
graduating seniors.
Chapter News: We look forward to adding 
another member in the coming year. Our 
chapter isn’t large, but we are a fabulous 
group of hard-working women determined 
to make a difference in our community. We 
are busy preparing for the 2023 national 
convention in Evansville. 

ZETA MU
Jasper, Indiana
20 Members

Second Tuesday
October 30, 1959

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES: With COVID 19 
still lurking, our chapter had to learn ways 
to stay social distanced and still stay in 
touch. Several meetings were done virtu-
ally via Zoom or in person but socially 
distanced with masks. Our June meeting 
and installation ceremony were held in 
a shelter house at a local park. After the 
meeting members enjoyed a COVID 19 
Bingo game and a Pink Party Purse Scaven-
ger Hunt. Since our Installation/Initiation 
Banquet was postponed, a new member, 
Kathy Johannemann, was pledged this 
year instead of initiated at this time. At the 
October meeting we finally held our Initia-
tion/Awards Banquet at a local restaurant, 
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the Schnitzelbank, and Kathy was officially 
initiated into our chapter. By having her 
pledged in June, she was able to participate 
in the club and meet our members before 
being initiated. At our November meeting, 
we played a game of Sorority Bingo. In 
December, we held our Christmas party 
after our regular meeting. Before the meet-
ing began, members enjoyed a game called 
“Guess Your Christmas Character”. After a 
delectable meal, games of Christmas Trivia 
and “A Visit from St. Nicholas” Mad-Libs 
were played. Our Spring Fling was held 
after our March meeting (it is normally 
held in February but was again postponed 
due to COVID) with decorations of green 
garland, clovers and leprechaun pots of 
gold filled with treats. We played a game of 
Quarters and enjoyed appetizers brought 
by members.
To stay in touch with our members at our 
meetings, many times, we answered roll 
call to fun happenings: favorite summer 
activity, your favorite Thanksgiving food, 
favorite Christmas song, favorite pizza, 
naming a woman of interest in history or 
a woman that was important to a member 
in honor of Women’s History month in 
March and your favorite Spring flower. 
We also continued our Lunch Bunch 
whenever possible with members that felt 
comfortable eating at local restaurants 
when allowed. Whenever we decided to 
meet, a member was designated to pick 
the restaurant and time. Fewer members 
attended this year but the ones who were 
able to attend enjoyed seeing members IN 
PERSON.
CHARITABLE ACTIVITIES/FUND-
RAISERS: Our Language and Literacy 
camp was held virtually this year with 1 
teacher and 12 students. This is the fewest 
number of students ever attending but it 
was successful despite the challenges. At 
the completion of the camp, our member, 
Leisa Lowrey, hand delivered books to 
each student. Leisa had obtained the books 
from her college sorority. We distributed 
the extra books at a drive-thru food bank.
Donations of winter clothing items and 
gently used books for our Dubois County 
Community Corrections Center were re-
ceived at our December Christmas party. 
The books were to help the Center create 
their own library. 
For the first time in a loooong time, we 
were able to sell all our nuts from our Terri 
Lynn fundraiser by the end of the year and 
even received a rebate from the company 
for increasing our sales over 2019! One of 
our members created a flyer to send via 
email to help with social distancing sales 
which was also used on our Facebook 
page. Thanks to our committee and our 
members, we still sold lots of candy/nuts 
even with COVID 19. Woo hoo! 
Our chapter was able to help a local pri-
vate school provide virtual music lessons 
with a monetary donation, contribute to 

the Jasper Arts Commission, renew our 
membership to Friends of the Library and 
provide our yearly scholarship award even 
with restrictions on our fund raisers for 
the year. 
CHAPTER NEWS: COVID taught us an-
other way to attend meetings and now even 
when we can hold meetings in person, if a 
member cannot attend due to health issues, 
they can ZOOM into the meeting! This has 
helped attendance as we had 5 members 
with PERFECT attendance this year. 
Our members are conservative and that has 
helped keep us fiscally sound. Even without 
one of our main fundraisers, we were still 
able to donate to some very worthy causes. 
Hopefully, next year we can return to more 
normal activities. So far, we have not lost 
any active members to COVID . However, 
we lost several Alumnae members this 
year: Pat Schroeder, Margaret Steffen, Bev 
Hoffman and Rosie Rees. Our chapter per-
severed through COVID this past year and 
look forward to continuing to find ways to 
navigate through another challenging year 
with COVID still in our lives. 

ETA ALPHA
Nashville, Indiana

23 Members
Second Monday
May 1, 1966

Social Activities: Eta Alpha was able to 
hold a few monthly in person meetings in 
the Fall of 2020, by conducting the meet-
ings outside at a Sister’s home. We were 
able to eat and socialize before the meet-
ing. All other monthly meetings were held 
via Zoom. Our December meeting was 
conducted via Zoom and at the close of 
the meeting we held our annual ornament 
exchange. We also were able to continue 
the tradition of making and delivering 
Valentine’s Day cards to the residents and 
employees at our local Brown County 
Health and Living. We have not been able 
to conduct our induction ceremony for 
new members, Sheena Myers and Cindy 
Grant, due to COVID-19, but are hopeful 
that this Spring we will be able to have 
the induction ceremony. The sorority sent 
a card and/or yellow rose to Sisters that 
have had a death in their family, a medical 
procedure or illness. 
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: We were 
able to hold our annual Fall Mum Sale 
and we sold 1,297 mums, which was a 
great year for us! Unfortunately, we were 
not able to have our annual Betty Begonia 
Upscale Tag Sale. In the Spring of 2021, we 
will hold our annual Spring Flower Sale. 
Through these successful activities, we 
were able to give back to many different 
entities, such as a donation to our local 
high school senior class of 2021 to help 
with their prom replacement, the high 
school band, choir, and theater/drama 
department. We awarded money to the 
Indiana Heritage Art Funds and awarded 

several scholarships to high school seniors 
at Brown County High School.
Chapter News: Overall, 2020-2021 was 
a good year for Eta Alpha. We welcomed 
in two new members, Sheena Myers and 
Cindy Grant, and look forward to a formal 
induction ceremony scheduled on May 
10th, 2021.

ETA CHI
Martinsville, Indiana

14 Members
Second Monday
January 31, 1971

The Indiana State Meeting was attended 
by our delegates Kathy Burkhart and Ann 
Marvel. Marcia Callis and Mary Jarrett 
also attended and worked in the sales room 
selling candles. Ann Marvel and Kathy Bur-
khart represented the Eta Chi Chapter at 
the Psi Iota Xi National Convention. Mary 
Hankins and Pam Maxwell sold candles.
The ByLaws committee met and changes 
were made to the Standing Rules.
Perfect attendance awards were presented 
to Janet Putt, Barb Curtis, Marilyn Sidere-
wicz, and Marcia Callis
The Eta Chi Chapter sponsors the Judith 

Bertelsen college scholarship award each 
spring to a Martinsville High School stu-
dent majoring in speech/hearing, litera-
ture, art or music. The chapter supports 
local philanthropic community projects 
including: Morgan County Public Library 
summer reading programs, donations to 
art, music and speech/hearing in our local 
schools and to the Community Concert 
Series. Money has also been donated to 
the Psi Iota Xi long term project and the 
Camp Riley/Hear Indiana summer camp 
by the chapter.
In supporting philanthropic efforts, the 
chapter continues selling a variety of 
scented soy candles at the state meeting, 
national convention and seasonal times 
among the members. Mum flowers were 
sold in August and poinsettias were sold 
in December.
Members have enjoyed participating in 
a secret pal exchange among its mem-
bers and hosting several meetings. Several 
meetings were canceled during the CO-
VID-19 Pandemic. A few members enjoyed 
a social outing.
One of our chapter members received the 

Eta Chi Perfect Attendance Award Winners
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cochlear implant surgery and is doing 
great. Thank you Steve (husband of one 
of our members) for helping in printing 
our yearly program booklets.
The Eta Chi Chapter completed its 50th year 
January 31. The chapter is planning a 50th 
celebration in July 2021. Invitations have 
been sent to all living former Eta Chi mem-
bers. The members are looking forward 
in sharing pictures and memories among 
themselves and with former members.

THETA BETA
Paoli, Indiana
20 Members

First Wednesday
May 2, 1971

2020-2021 was an eventful year for our 
Theta Beta Chapter.  We have 20 active 
members in the Theta Beta Chapter.  Our 
chapter faced challenges due to Covid-19 
impacting our fundraising and community 
service; however, we rose to the challenge 
and still were able to reach out through 
community service in Paoli, Indiana.  In 
May after the local schools closed, we were 
still able to award a scholarship to a senior 
at the postponed senior awards.   We worked 
with the local Health Department and were 
able to still host our annual Spook Parade in 
October while maintaining social distanc-
ing.  It was great to see everyone partici-
pate and parade around the courthouse in 
spectacular costumes.  Due to unfortunate 
circumstances, we were unable to have our 
annual cheese ball fundraiser in November.  
But we will be back again next year!  In De-
cember, we gathered as a group to celebrate 
the holidays at our annual Christmas Party.  
It was a much-needed time of fellowship to 
reflect on the past year.   At the Christmas 
party we collected canned goods for the lo-
cal food pantry to help keep it filled during 
the holiday season.  As we moved forward 
into a new year, we were able to host a book 
distribution at our local elementary school 
in the spring of 2021. We were able to dis-
tribute over 750 books to students in grades 
K-6. Each student received a book of their 
choice.  We love to see kids get excited about 
reading!  In April, our annual Easter egg 
hunt was a success with over 100 children in 
attendance.  It’s amazing through sisterhood 
what we can accomplish and how many 
people we can touch.  We are the THETA 
BETA Chapter of PSI IOTA XI!

IOTA LAMBDA
Ferdinand, Indiana

35 Members
First Wednesday
June 28, 1985

Social Activities: This year’s activities 
looked a bit different, but we made the 
most of the time we were able to spend with 
each other whether in person or via zoom! 
We began the year with discussions on how 
to adjust to activities and events that would 

continue, along with how to contribute and 
socialize in a safe setting. Our members 
came together, and we were able to meet 
in a larger venue and maintain safe social 
distancing, while our hostesses were cre-
ative in planning our delicious snacks while 
we caught up with each other. During this 
time, those that were unable to attend in 
person, joined on zoom and were able to 
continue to participate. We were also un-
able to have an annual Christmas party, but 
this also turned into a great opportunity 
for our members to celebrate by donating 
money normally spent on an exchange to 
go to our local schools, which provided 
gifts for 27 students and their families! The 
highlight of this year was our May meeting 
where we welcomed a new member and 
installed our new officers. We were able to 
come together with our largest in person 
attendance and enjoy a meal together and 
safely, as meals and dessert were individu-
ally packaged for each member. 
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: As so-
cial activities were different, so were our 
charitable events and fundraisers. As all 
our Iota Lambda members contribute so 
much to our community, everyone played 
a different part. We were still able to plant 
flowers at various locations around our 
community and serve food at a community 
meal. We were able to donate in memory of 
a long-time supporter of our chapter. We 
were also able to continue to support our 
annual Speech and Hearing Clinic, along 
with providing communicator masks for 
attendees and staff with the camp and our 
schools, sewed by members. Our largest 
fundraiser continues to be our cheeseballs, 
but again this year was a little different, as 
we sold online orders only, still making 
1554 cheeseballs this year, which were 
picked up drive through style! Other fund-
raisers included selling mums, poinsettias, 
and geraniums. We supported the installa-
tion of a baby box in the community with a 
financial contribution after a presentation 
that was given the previous year and is now 
an actuality. We provided donations to the 
library for the summer reading program 
and support our local Crisis Connection.
Chapter News: We were not able to raise 
the funds as we had in the past years, but 
we were fortunate to still be able to provide 
contributions to numerous organizations 
and individuals which would allow them to 
achieve their goals. We also had an initia-
tion in July. Very excited to welcome a new 
member during this time. We look forward 
to getting back out in our community in 
2021-2022. 

IOTA RHO
Odon, Indiana
6 Members

Second Tuesday
June 29, 2003

Social Activities: Social Activities took a 
drastic decline in 2020-2021 but we held 

a few meetings via Zoom and the rest in 
person with plenty of social distancing 
and disinfecting of doorknobs. Ha! We are 
proud to say NO, we did not cancel a single 
meeting or project! We found ways to meet 
our goals for all the projects we approved 
for ourselves for this year and did so with 
great support from our friends.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: This 
year has seen many obstacles overcome to 
ensure we continue to support our com-
munity and our projects. We did online 
Norwex fundraisers assisted by one of our 
original charter members who is now re-
tired. She was equally determined to help 
us continue our support of projects and it 
went fantastic! Also, we still got together to 
make and sell cheeseballs. We were deter-
mined not to let the world circumstances 
prohibit us from fulfilling our commitment 
to community, service to others, and fel-

lowship with our sisters.
Chapter News: Iota Rho has had a busy 
year, even with the lockdowns due to the 
pandemic. Our small chapter hosted the 
Indiana Association of Psi Iota Xi annu-
al state meeting at Westgate Academy in 
Crane, Indiana on April 17, 2021. With 

only 6 members we enlisted the help of 
a sister chapter, Alpha Psi of Washington 
to assist us with this major task. The state 
meeting was a success and allowed many 
sisters the opportunity to rekindle old 
friendships and establish new ones. Our 
members celebrated marriages and births 
along the path of the pandemic, as well as 
lost family members like so many others, 
but we supported each other and built 
bonds of sisterhood. We were all in need 
of the fellowship to uplift us and remind 
us why we are Psi Otes.

Hosting Chapter of the 2021 Indiana State Meeting, 
Iota Rho, Odon, Indiana

Iota Rho, Meeting Virtual
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NATIONAL MEMORIAL FUND
2020-2021 Donations

DONOR HONOREE

Past National President
 Marjorie Isley, PNP
 Donna Knochel, PNP
 Shirley Harding, PNP

Rae Harris, PNP
 *Rut Huffer
 Donna Knochel, PNP
 Marjorie Isley, PNP
 Shirley Harding, PNP
 Barbara Jean Denny
 *Mae Monroe
 *Brenda Fisher, Past Indiana State President

Maureen Dix
 *Shirley Harding, PNP

Sharon White, PNP
 *Janette Dickey
 *Donna Knochel, PNP
 *Marjorie Isley, PNP
 *Shirley Harding, PNP
 *Jane Martin
 *Deedra Runyon, Past Indiana State President
 *Helen Smith
 *Brenda Fisher, Past Indiana State President
 *Karla Gregory

Gamma Theta
 Jan Spencer
 Marjorie Adamson

Zeta Gamma
 Lois Jackson

Alpha Psi
 Phyllis Alford
 Laverne Welp
 Jane Humbaugh

Debbie Stemle, PNP
 *Marjorie Isley, PNP
 *Shirley Harding, PNP
 *Brenda Fisher, Past Indiana State President

Barbara Perkins, PNP
 Marjorie Isley, PNP
 *Shirley Harding, PNP

Lesley Bookout, PNP
 *Pat Menge, PNP
 *Sandy Johnson, National President
 *Willis Yeager
 *Larry Harding
 *Shirley Harding
 *Lou Bradley
 *Rosey Roberts
 *Helen Stark
 *Donna Knochel, PNP

Your tax-deductible donation will help to establish yet another tradition of public service. 
It can be a creative and living tribute to someone special to you.

Total donations for 2020-2021: $1,349.50

DONOR HONOREE

Ven Endsley, PNP
 Donna Knochel, PNP

Beta Tau Aux
 Mary Elizabeth Panke

Anonymous
 *Melita Hancock

Connie McDaniel, PNP
 *Deedra Runyon, Past Indiana State President

*Eta Gamma 
 
Beth Keeney, PNP
 *Susan Robinson

Kim Crawley, PNP
 *Mae Monroe
 *Barbara Jean Denny
 *Thelma Hancock
 *Pat Kugler’s Mother

Marcia Mohre, PNP
 *Louella Bradley

Eta Lambda
 *Jane Hartman
 *Wanda White
 *Phyllis Denker
 *Louise Hale
 *Carol Ground
 *Jean Petrecca

Omega
 *Charlotte Frandson

Gamma Alpha 
 
Iota Sigma
 *Ramon Simpson, PNP

*Denotes money given to Scholarship
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Memorial Services
Presented by Iota Theta, Armstrong, IL

Northwest
Brenda Fisher  ..................................................Delta Zeta 
Karlajean Gregory  ...........................................Delta Zeta 
Jane Martin  ....................................................Delta Zeta 
Helen L. Smith  ................................................Delta Zeta 
Nona Berta  ..............................................Gamma Sigma 
Beatrice Ferrell  .........................................Gamma Sigma 
Jeane Riley  ..............................................Gamma Sigma

Northeast
Marilyn Durr Longenberger ..............................Alpha Eta
Doris Wilson ....................................................  Alpha Eta
Louella Mae Bradley  ....................................Eta Omicron
Angie Koons Chasey  ....................................Gamma Zeta
Jeannette Dickey  ........................................Gamma Zeta
Shirley Gilliom  ............................................Gamma Zeta
Evelyn Isnogle  .............................................Gamma Zeta
Marlyn Koons .............................................  Gamma Zeta
Amy Leeson  ................................................Gamma Zeta
Kay Lee Baily  ...............................................................Pi
Colleen L. Liddy Powell  ................................................Pi
Anne Shull  ...................................................................Pi
Janice Nilson  ............................................................ Rho
Ruth “Tusie” Sheets  ................................................. Rho
Joan Willig  ............................................................... Rho
Mary Miller  ......................................................Theta Tau
Christine Robinson  ...........................................Theta Tau

West Central
Maribelle Cole  ................................................... Beta Tau
Deedra Runyan  .........................................Gamma Theta
Arlene Painter  .................................................Gamma Xi
Norma Jean Acton  .............................................. Omega

East Central
Diana Breitenfield  ................................................. Alpha
Sylvia “June” Feick  ................................................ Alpha
Linda Orr  .................................................... Beta Gamma
Betty Oliver  ........................................................Eta Iota
Eloise Godwin  .............................................. Gamma Tau
Ronda J. Hodge  ............................................ Gamma Tau
Christine Briles Bez  ..........................................Zeta Beta
Leigh Ann Shafer  .............................................Zeta Beta

Southwest
Nancy Davis  .................................................. Alpha Beta
Suzie MacTavish  ............................................ Alpha Beta      
Nancy Stewart  .............................................. Alpha Beta
Janice Marie Eads  .....................................Alpha Omicron          
Helen Theobald  .......................................Alpha Omicron          
Sue Gillingham  ................................................ Alpha Psi
Shirley Snapp  .................................................... Beta Mu
Beverly Hoffman .................................................Zeta Mu
Rosalie “Rosie” Rees ...........................................Zeta Mu
Patricia “Pat” Schroeder .....................................Zeta Mu
Margaret Steffen ................................................Zeta Mu

Southeast
Arlene Bridgewater  ............................................Alpha Pi
Ruthann Waterfill  ........................................Alpha Theta
Mary A. Clark  ...................................................... Epsilon
Charlotte DeBurger  ............................................. Epsilon
Libby Hamilton  ................................................... Epsilon
Shirley Folger King  .............................................. Epsilon
Bettye Mann  ....................................................... Epsilon
Elaine Marston  .................................................... Epsilon
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Memorial Tributes
Mar jor i e  Is l e y 
(PNP)
Beta Tau, Frank-
fort, IN
(formerly of Alpha 
Kappa, disbanded)
Marjorie Alice Isley, 
84, passed away at 
Otterbein Franklin 
Senior Life Com-
munity on March 

20, 2020. She was a longtime resident of 
Franklin.
Marjorie was born on a farm on November 
30, 1935 in Hamilton County, Indiana to 
Leo and Lula (Wilson) Smith. She married 
Marvin Isley, who preceded her in passing 
in 1986. She is survived by her 5 children, 
Tim Shoemaker (Sherri), Rita Shoemaker, 
Howard Isley, Theresa Van Winkle (Roger), 
JoAnn Tearman; 2 step-sons, Terry Isley 
(Cathy), Mike Isley (Luann); 15 grandchil-
dren; 28 great grandchildren; and sister, 
Sharon Harris (Paul) of Florida. Marjorie 
was preceded in passing by her husband, 
Marvin; parents; infant daughter Ruth Ann; 
and brother, Marvin Smith.
Marjorie worked for the Indiana Masonic 
Home in the print shop for many years. She 
later worked for the former Mayor Teets as a 
secretary. She retired from the Indiana State 
Department of Utilities and Commission.
She was a member of the First Baptist Church 
in Franklin. She was also a member of the Or-
der of the Eastern Star, #439 and past national 
president of the Psi Iota Xi Sorority as well as 
the local Alpha Kappa Chapter in Franklin. 
Marjorie loved her dogs, gardening, baseball, 
football, traveling, and especially her family.

Shirley Harding (PNP)
Gamma Iota, Shoals, IN
Shirley Marie Harding age 81, of Shoals, 
passed away June 20, 2020 in Washington, 
Indiana. She was born April 27, 1939 in 
Germantown, Ohio to James H. and Stella 
Marie (Lane) Cornett. She married Larry R. 
Harding on September 1, 1957 in Shoals and 
he preceded her in death on January 17, 2020.
She graduated Shoals High School Class of 
1957, was a graduate of the House of James 
Beauty School in Bedford, started her career 
with Violet’s Beauty Salon in Shoals and then 
became owner and operator of Shirley & 
Company. She was also a Beauty Consultant 
with Mary Kay Cosmetics.
Shirley was a member and Past National 
President of Psi Iota Xi Sorority, a Fourth 
Day Member of the Southwest Indiana Walk 
to Emmaus, Charter Member of the Church 
of the Cross in Shoals, the Martin County 
Historical Society and the Women’s Study 
Society.
Survivors include her father, James Cornett of 
Loogootee; children, Teresa (Brian) Hewitt 
of Terre Haute, Tami (Chris) Jones of Loo-
gootee, Todd D. Harding of Shoals and Tawni 

(Brad) Ridgley of Wheatland; grandchildren, 
Matthew Jones, Joseph (Jennifer) Hewitt, 
Jordan Smith, Ashley Knight, Molly (Cory) 
Kassis, Summer Dreiman, Megan (Brandon) 
Wedding, Robert (Haley) Ridgley and Levi 
Steinman. Great grandchildren surviving 
include Mattyson, Mosby and Marly Jones, 
Ashlyn Dreiman, Gracie Larson, Jackson, 
Kinnley and Chase Wedding, Gannon and 
Emmalyn Ridgley, Carter Lawrence Hewitt; 
sisters, Marilyn Tow of Indianapolis, Becky 
Truelove of Seymour, Tennessee, Sally Burch 
of Shoals, Shari Flippins of Santa Claus; and 
one brother Richard Cornett of Loogootee.
She is preceded in death by her mother, hus-
band, three brothers, Jim, Roger and Randy 
Cornett, and one sister, Betty Lou Cornett.

Donna Knochel 
(PNP)
Gamma Beta, Rem-
ington
Donna Leona Kno-
chel, 91, passed away 
peacefully on August 
6, 2020 at Cumber-
land Pointe Health 
Campus of West La-
fayette. Donna was 

born September 23, 1928 to Emma (Hel-
derle) and Roy Blume. She graduated from 
Wolcott High School in 1946 and married 
Arthur Knochel on September 28, 1946.
Donna served on the national council of Psi 
Iota Xi Sorority for several years and became 
National President in 1960. She graduated 
Magna Cum Laude in elementary education 
from St. Joseph’s College in 1965 and later 
received a Master’s degree from Indiana State 
University. She taught at Wolcott Elementary 
for 2 years and 26 years at Goodland Elemen-
tary until her retirement in 1993. Donna was 
a member of Delta Kappa Gamma Teacher 
Sorority, Jasper County Retired Teachers, 
and served on the St. Joseph’s College Alumni 
Board and the Jasper County Hospital Board.
She and her husband farmed and operated 
Lake Arthur Estates Mobile Home Park in 
Remington. They enjoyed spending their 
winters in Ft. Myers, FL with many memo-
rable visits by their children and grandchil-
dren. The couple were world travelers with 
many great adventures.
Donna was preceded in death by her hus-
band, her parents, a sister, 2 brothers, and 
a grandson. She is survived by her sister, 
Elizabeth Provo of Worthington, IN, by 3 
sons: Don Knochel (Louise) of Remington, 
Jim Knochel (Cindy) of Dublin, OH, Phil 
Knochel (Cynthia) of Columbus, OH, and 
one daughter, Wanda Monjon (Chuck) of 
Goodland. Also surviving are 9 grandchil-
dren and 9 great-grandchildren.

Coyeta Miller
Beta Pi, Cambridge 
City
Coyeta Jayne Miller, 
97, Cambridge City 
died at 5:43 PM 
Monday July 27. 
She had resided at 
Brookdale Senior 
Living-Richmond 
since December 
2017.

She was born March 21, 1923 to John and 
Laura (Rush) Conklin on the family farm 
north of Cambridge City. She lived her life-
time in Wayne County and was a 1941 gradu-
ate of Lincoln High School.
On March 8, 1941 she married Ernest E. 
Miller and they shared 57 years of marriage 
until his death in 1998.
She was a member of the Hagerstown Meth-
odist Church. She had worked at Abbotts 
Candy Shop but retired after 25 years at the 
City Building in Hagerstown in 1988. She 
was an honorary member of the Psi Iota 
Xi-Cambridge City. She also served as a Red 
Cross volunteer at Reid Hospital for many 
years. She was an avid fan of IU Basketball 
and the Indiana Pacers. She enjoyed being a 
farm wife and in her younger years worked 
the fields alongside her husband.
Surviving are daughters Jayne Ernestine Mill-
er Vista Ca. And Sheila Ward (Tom) New 
Castle; Grandchildren Scott Miller (Silvia) 
Keller, Texas, Kathy Bowes (John) San Diego, 
Ca and Darren Overbey Cambridge City; 
Great-grandchildren Jacob Miller, Johnny 
Bowes, Colt Overbey (Jessica) and Wyatt 
Overbey.
She was preceded in death by her husband 
Ernie, her parents, a sister Mary Kepler, a 
brother Fred Conklin, a nephew Tom Kepler 
and son-in-law Jim Miller in 2013.

Eloise Godwin
Gamma Tau, Mar-
ion
Eloise  Godwin , 
73, passed away in 
her Marion home 
on September 10, 
2020. She was born 
in Summitville to 
the late Wilfred and 
Donnabelle (Ar-
nold) Allen.

After graduating from high school Eloise con-
tinued her education at Ball State University 
and later worked for Bell Fibre Corporation. 
She married Charles Godwin on August 14, 
1971 and recently celebrated their 49th an-
niversary. Mr. Godwin survives. Eloise was a 
devoted wife and mother and loved nothing 
more than taking care of her family. She was 
a long time member of Psi Iota Xi Gamma 
Tau Chapter where she actively served and 
made lifelong friendships that are deeply 
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cherished. In her free time Eloise enjoyed 
tending to her flowers in the summer, being 
outside swimming, shopping for jewelry and 
road trips with Chuck. Sunday visits were 
truly special times spent playing Uno with 
her grandchildren. She will be greatly missed 
by her family and friends.
Eloise is also survived by her children, Rhett 
Godwin, Marion; Tara (Brian) Lemieux, 
Fishers; siblings, John (Lisa) Allen, India-
napolis; Emily Allen and Elaine Bowers, 
both of Anderson; two grandchildren, Ava 
Lemieux and Asher Lemieux.

Ronda Hodge
Gamma Tau, Mar-
ion
Ronda J. Hodge, 68, 
passed away peace-
fully at home with 
her family by her 
side on Monday, 
September 7, 2020. 
She was born on 
November 5, 1951, 

in Marion, IN, to the late Charles and Joan 
“June” Shields. Ronda graduated from Fair-
mount High School in 1970, and from Ball 
State University in 1974 with her bachelor’s 
degree in physical education. She married 
Jack “JD” Hodge on June 25, 1977. Ronda 
was a member of Psi Iota Xi for 40 years. 
She was a member of First Friends Church 
in Marion. Ronda was co-owner of JTrans, 
Inc. and Central Waste, LLC. She enjoyed 
spending time with her family, singing, read-
ing, and gardening.
Ronda is survived by her husband Jack “JD” 
Hodge; children, Holli (John) Pearce, Shelli 
(Jesse Fordyce) Hodge, and Jason Hodge; 
sisters, Dawn Reagan and Dian Hoheimer; 
brother, Nile (Mary) Stanton; grandchildren, 
Kinzie, Jaycie, and Karlie Pearce, and Lincoln 
Fordyce.
She was preceded in death by her parents 
Charles and Joan “June” Shields, and brother 
Charles Anthony “Tony” Shields.

Rosy Roberts
Eta Sigma, Grand 
Rapids
Rosy Roberts, age 
81, of Jenison, Mich-
igan passed away on 
Monday, August 31, 
2020. Rosy was born 
August 12, 1939 to 
Martha Davis and 
Keith Davis. Rosy 

was preceded in death by her husband Jack 
Roberts; parents Keith and Martha Davis. 
Rosy is survived by son Stephen (Chris) 
Roberts and daughter Kristy (Mark) Dussel; 
grandchildren, Matthew Roberts, Elizabeth 
(Rachel) Hamstra-Roberts, Ethan (Kelly Raf-
ferty) Dussel, Collin Dussel and Nick Dussel; 
brother Joe (Madelon) Davis; brother-in-law 
George Kent (Madeline) Roberts; one niece 
and three nephews. She was a teacher’s aide 
for Jenison Public School for many years 
until her retirement. She was a member of the 

Psi Iota Xi Sorority, volunteered for the Jeni-
son Community Theater and Georgetown 
Township Library. She loved going to her 
cottage and spending time with her family 
watching the kids swim. You could always 
find her on her porch with a cup of coffee 
enjoying all the boats and pontoons going by. 
She had many wonderful friends and neigh-
bors who watched over her and helped her 
whenever she needed it. Her family will be 
truly thankful for that. Her daughter-in-law 
Christine, was an angel and took care of her 
in her final days.

Louella Bradley
Eta Omicron, Kalamazoo
Died September 28, 2020 at Park Village 
Pines Assisted Living. Louella was born May 
21, 1923, the only child of John Curtis and 
Jennie Mabel (Langston) Whisler in Arcadia, 
IN. A resident of Kalamazoo since 1960, she 
worked as a Secretary/Administrative Assis-
tant for 30 years, working for Shakespeare/
Spearflex and retiring in 1987. She enjoyed 
her family, her career, reading, and meeting 
with friends and family. She was a member 
of First United Methodist Church, United 
Methodist Women, and served as President 
of this organization. She was also a member 
of Psi Iota Xi Sorority, serving as President of 
both the local Chapter and State Association, 
also a member of Ladies Library Association 
and served on its Board. Lou graduated from 
Arcadia Indiana High School in 1941 and 
received an Associate’s Degree from Indiana 
Business College in 1943. She is preceded in 
death by her husband Gerald “Jerry” whom 
she fell in love with while attending college 
and married in 1944 in Tipton, IN. She is 
survived by one son: Gregory Curtis Brad-
ley and his wife Carol of Kalamazoo; and 5 
nieces and nephews: Linda (Merion) Alsas, 
Barbara Martin, Beth Howard, Bradley (Jan) 
Howard and David Bradley (Joe Penny). A 
Memorial Service will be held next spring at 
First United Methodist Church. Memorial 
contributions may be made to the Louella 
Bradley Psi Iota Xi Sorority Speech and Hear-
ing Scholarship Fund at Western Michi-
gan University and First United Methodist 
Church.

Deedra Runyan
Past Indiana State 
President
Gamma  The t a , 
Speedway, IN
Deedra F. Runyan, 
73, of Indianapolis, 
IN, passed away in 
her home on No-
vember 19, 2020. 
She was born Sept. 

1, 1947 to Richard F. and Lois J. (Baer) Run-
yan in Sturgis, Michigan. She graduated from 
Indiana University, received a Master’s De-
gree from Ball State University, and taught at 
Sanders and Smithville elementary schools, 
Indiana School for the Deaf, and Indiana 
Boys School.
Deedra was a shining example of what a hu-

man being should be, as well as a dedicated 
educator and volunteer, beloved by her fam-
ily, a huge host of friends and colleagues, 
and her fellow philanthropic sisters in the 
Gamma Theta Chapter of Psi Iota Xi and in 
the P.E.O. Sisterhood.
Deedra was preceded in death by her father, 
Richard. She is survived by her mother, Lois; 
brothers Rick (Ann Glendening) Runyan 
and Preston (Jane) Runyan; children Kirk 
(Tammy) Johannesen and Cara (Eric) Stall-
smith; and grandchildren McKenna and 
Lucas Johannesen.

Hilda Luerman 
Dickman Herold
Alpha Iota, Rich-
mond, IN
Hilda D Luerman 
Dickman Herold, 92, 
passed away peace-
fully at Reid Me-
morial Hospital on 
December 19, 2020.
Hilda was born Au-

gust 1, 1928 to Henry J. and Hedwig Seegers 
Luerman in Richmond, IN. Her parents 
moved here from Germany in 1925. Hilda 
went through St. Andrews Catholic School 
for 8 years, then went to Richmond High 
School graduating in 1946. She worked as a 
secretary until she married Jerome Dickman 
who was a farmer. Hilda and Jerome started 
their family having Joe, John, Tom, Marilyn, 
Barbara, Jim and Mike. Another son Eddie 
died as an infant. Being a farmer’s wife kept 
her very busy and she also worked for Dr. 
Charles Sage, Reid Hospital radiology de-
partment and former co-owner of Dickman 
and Sons International Harvester dealership. 
Hilda was a past member of Psi Iota Xi So-
rority and YMI Auxillary. For 29 years Hilda 
spent 8 months out of the year in Florida 
where she enjoyed golfing and bowling and 
spent the summer months in Richmond. In 
2016 she moved back to Richmond full time.
She was preceded in death by her parents and 
first husband, Jerome Dickman, who died 
from cancer in 1982. In 1986 she married 
Ralph Herold whom died of a heart attack 
in 1997 and sister, Mary Maurer, broth-
ers, Carl Luerman and Robert Luerman. 
Step-granddaughter, Melissa Gaddis and step 
grandson, Ryan Herold.
Hilda is survived by 7 children: sons Joe 
(Shirley) of Gainesville, GA, John (Susie) of 
Flowery Branch, GA, Tom (Lou) of Rich-
mond, Jim (Celeste) of Dawsonville, GA and 
Mike (Kristi) of Ball Ground, GA and daugh-
ters Marilyn (Fred) Haber of Eaton, OH and 
Barb of Canton, GA. 15 Grandchildren: Joe 
Dickman,III, Kristopher Dickman, Kevin 
(Ginger) Dickman, Erin Dickman, Brad 
(Amy) Cox, Chad (Catherine) Cox, Jame-
son (Michelle Comstock) Dickman, Alexia 
Dickman and Olivia Dickman all of GA, 
Cara Cooper of FL, Alex (Cathryn) Dick-
man of Richmond, Heidi (AJ) Amspaugh of 
Indianapolis , John Haber, Bryan (Emily) 
Haber and Ann (Mike) Weadick all of Ea-
ton, OH and 18 great-grandchildren. 5 step 
children: Cheri (Dick) Gaddis of Richmond, 
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Mike (Mindy) Herold of Merritt Island, FL, 
Tom (Cindy) Herold of Flushing, MI, Rick 
(Brenda) Herold of Martinsville, IN, and 
Ron (Denise) Herold of Flushing MI, 15 step 
grandchildren and 8 great step grandchildren 
and dearly loved them all. One brother, Rev. 
John Luerman of Richmond and one sister, 
Martha Jane (Cliff) Dickman of Richmond.

Henrietta Han-
kosky
Beta Pi, Cambridge 
City, IN
Henrietta Hankosky 
passed away on 
Christmas evening 
at the Richland Bean 
Blossom Nursing 
home in Ellettsville 
Indiana. She was 

born on October 1, 1929, in New Kensing-
ton Pennsylvania to Henry and Nancy Ann 
Tilmans, both preceded her in death. She 
was married to Alder Hankosky of Rich-
mond Indiana on June 12, 1954, and they 
lived in Cambridge City Indiana until his 
death in 1990.
She had two siblings, a sister Nancy Tilmans 
who died in 1993, and a brother Henry Til-
mans who is married to Audrey and presently 
lives in Richmond, Indiana. She has three 
surviving children, Karen Holz of Bloomfield 
Indiana, Kevin Hankosky, and his wife Lisa 
of Bloomington Indiana, and Kurt Hankosky 
of Lafayette Indiana. She has four grandchil-
dren, Michelle Holz, Alex Shiu, David Shiu, 
and Jade Shiu.
She graduated from Arnold High School in 
New Kensington Pennsylvania and attended 
Indiana Business College in Richmond. She 
worked at Patti Insurance Agency in Rich-
mond Indiana for several years as an Insur-
ance Agent.
She was a member of the First English Lu-
theran Church in Richmond Indiana. She 
was a member of Psi Iota Sorority of Cam-
bridge City. She enjoyed being involved in 
several groups within the church, attending 
ceramics classes, she was a volunteer for 
Meals on Wheels, She enjoyed watching 
sports, and she loved her pets, especially her 
cats and being around her children’s dogs.

Leigh Ann Shafer
Zeta Beta, Ander-
son, IN
Leigh Ann Shafer, 
69, of Anderson, 
passed away after an 
extended illness on 
Dec. 24, 2020.
She was born on 
Aug. 14, 1951, in 
Anderson, where she 

resided all of her life.
Leigh Ann graduated from Anderson High 
School in 1969 and earned a bachelor’s and 
master’s degree in education from Ball State 
University.
She taught her entire 44-year career for the 

Lapel-Frankton School System.
She attended the First United Methodist 
Church and was a member of Psi Iota Xi So-
rority and multiple bridge clubs. Leigh Ann 
and her family were huge Anderson High 
School basketball fans, Colts and Pacer fans, 
and she watched Jeopardy faithfully.
She is survived by her loving cousins, Chris 
Barcome, Cathy Wasserman, John (Marian) 
Dykes, Dan (Karen) Dykes, Nancy Lane, and 
Susan Shafer; and special cousins, Cara Lane 
and Lindsey Lane.
Also, surviving are her close friends, Nancy 
Likens and David Cagley, and several other 
cousins and friends.
Leigh Ann was preceded in death by her 
parents, William R. and Vera L. Shafer.

Brenda Fisher
Past Indiana State 
President
Delta Zeta, Lafay-
ette, IN
On Saturday, Febru-
ary 13, 2021, Bren-
da K Fisher, passed 
away at the age of 69 
surrounded by her 
two children. Brenda 

was born in Lafayette, Indiana on Sept 26, 
1951, to John and Pearl Davis and grew up 
in Delphi until her freshman year where 
she started to attend East Tipp High School 
where she then graduated in 1969.
Brenda married Lynn Fisher in 1971 and they 
later divorced. She was cherished by her fam-
ily (Jim Fisher of Indianapolis, Matt Fisher 
(Cherie) of Memphis, TN). Brenda was a 
loving grandmother to Connor, Abby, and 
Joe Fisher, Caroline Fisher, Anna, Madison, 
and John Thomas Mobley. Also surviving are 
2 sisters Mary Gear and Ginny Freeman and 
her mother Pearl Davis.
She was preceded in death by her father 
John Davis; brothers-in-law, Bill Freeman 
and Joe Gear.
Brenda’s real passion over the years was 
leading and participating in philanthropy 
through the sorority Delta Zeta Chapter 
of Psi Iota Psi. She has been the chapter 
president for 10 years, state president, and 
a convention secretary for national many 
years. From a local chapter perspective, she 
was known as the “Cheeseball lady”. The 
project, which is a major fundraiser, would 
not have been the same without her. She 
was passionate about Purdue football and 
basketball.
She was secretary to the Dean for the School 
of Consumer and Family Sciences at Purdue 
University from 1995 to May of 2020.
She died peacefully and is in heaven now.

Jeane Riley
Gamma Sigma , 
South Bend, IN
Nancy Jo Pinney, 
Gamma Sigma Vice 
President shared 
this message with 
her chapter’s mem-
bership:
 “Today’s SB Tribune 
noted the death of 

Jeane Riley, an honorary retired member of 
Gamma Sigma.
 Jeane was initiated into Beta Psi (Delphi) 
in 1957 and transferred to Gamma Sigma in 
1964. During her more than 33 years of ac-
tive membership in our chapter she chaired 
many committees as well as serving as cor-
responding secretary, treasurer, and chapter 
president from 1971-72. In 1997 she became 
honorary inactive.”
Jeane M. Riley, 93, of South Bend passed 
away Thursday evening, January 7th fol-
lowing a lengthy illness. Jeane was born 
September 1, 1927 in Delphi, IN to the late 
Lodemia (Chapman) and Homer A. Myers 
and had lived in South Bend since 1963 
coming from Delphi. On October 3, 1947 in 
Delphi as Jeane Myers she married William 
F. Riley who preceded her in death in March 
of 1999. She was also preceded in death by 
her siblings, Donna M. Ward, Wayne L. My-
ers, William M. Myers, and Robert L. Myers. 
Jeane is survived by her daughter, Gail J. 
Crussemeyer (Steve) of Elkhart, IN; sisters, 
Mary Crary of Delphi, and Connie Hathaway 
(Kenneth) of Lafayette, IN, and sister- in-law, 
Jane Myers of Logansport, IN.
Jeane had been employed as an Optometrist 
Assistant for Dr. Richard Stuller and Dr. Ron-
ald Snyder. During Jeane’s lifetime she was a 
dedicated member of First United Methodist 
Church of South Bend and was a member of 
the United Methodist Women and worked 
for many years at The Budget Corner. She 
was a member of Psi Iota Xi sorority for 
many years and helped with the sororities 
philanthropic goals.
Jeane’s family would like to extend a special 
thank you to Carol and Jim McCaffery and 
the employees of Carol’s Care, LLC for all 
you have done during a difficult time in 
Jeane’s life.

Oralia “Arlene” 
Painter
Gamma Xi, Craw-
fordsville, IN
Oralia “Arlene” G. 
Painter, 80, of Craw-
fordsville passed 
away at 7:14 a.m. Fri-
day, Jan. 15, 2021, af-
ter a short battle with 
COVID pneumonia.

She was born Oct. 15, 1940, at Hughes, Ar-
kansas, to Luther and Ester Gonzalez.
Arlene married James I. Painter on July 14, 
1962, at Waukegan, Illinois. James preceded 
her in death Dec. 24, 2013. She was a member 
of the Wabash Avenue Presbyterian Church 
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since 1968, an officer of the Anna Harter 
Walter Women’s Association and a long-
time member of the Psi Iota Xi Sorority. In 
her free time, she enjoyed sewing, reading, 
playing bridge and spending time with her 
grandchildren.
Arlene is survived by her four daughters, 
Pamela (Neil) Karle, Crawfordsville, Eliza-
beth (Steven) Howen, Austin, Texas, Amy 
Walls, Crawfordsville and Amber (Michael) 
Pfotenhauer, Greenwood; 11 grandchildren; 
three great-grandchildren: brother Homer 
(Jinx) Gonzalez, Bailey, Colorado; sisters, 
Olga Early, Glendale, Arizona, Linda (Joe) 
Levay, Portland, Oregon, and Mary Mar-
tinez, Glendale, Arizona; and many nieces 
and nephews.
She was preceded in death by husband James; 
parents Luther and Ester; and brothers, 
Charlie, Alex and Jimmy.

Christine Robinson
Theta Tau, Mid-
land, MI
Christine passed 
away Saturday, Janu-
ary 30, 2021 at Toni 
and Trish House with 
her family by her side 
at the age of 50 years. 
Christine was born 
April 4, 1970 in Bay 
City, Michigan to 

Tom and Gretchen (Diehl) Lebsack. She 
graduated from Handy High School. Chris-
tine obtained her Master’s degree in Educa-
tion from SVSU. She enjoyed teaching her 
students at Western High School, camping, 
reading and spending every minute that she 
could with her daughter Jasmine.
 Christine is survived by her husband of 20 
years, Brian Robinson; daughter, Jasmine 
Robinson; two step-daughters, Ashley Wiles 
and Cassandra McKenzie; two brothers, 
Patrick (Alicia Fragoso) Lebsack and Scott 
(Monica) Lebsack and father, Thomas Leb-
sack; one niece, five nephews and seven 
grandchildren. Christine is preceded in death 
by her mother Gretchen Lebsack.

Norma Jean Acton
Omega, Lebanon, IN
Norma Jean Acton passed away in the early 
morning hours on Wednesday, March 17, 
2021, in the skilled nursing unit at Marquette 
Manor in Indianapolis. He daughter and son 
were by her side when she passed.
Jean, Jeannie, Mother, Mom, GJ, Grama 
Jean, Mars and Aunt Jean were all names she 
answered to with a smile and warm embrace.
Jean was the second daughter born to Frank 
F. and Anna Taylor Poynter on January 7, 
1936. Being raised on a working farm there 
were constant chores expected of the girls 
including the farming and care of livestock, 
tilling the fields and housework. She also 
participated in 4-H, Rainbow for Girls, band, 
and a short stint of cheerleading.
She and her sisters took piano and music 
lessons both privately in Indianapolis as well 

as Butler University. The trio became very 
accomplished marimba players and toured 
central Indiana as the Poynter Sisters. They 
became well known and were featured at 
the Murat and various other civic establish-
ments, private parties and receptions.
Shortly after high school graduation, Jean 
was hired at the Boone County State Bank 
where she would spend the next 50 years 
working. She started in the proof depart-
ment, went to bookkeeping, spent many 
years in the teller line – including the first 
drive-up window in Boone County – trust 
department, new accounts, vault attendant, 
student loan officer and she ended her career 
as a loan officer. Former customers would 
regularly stop her and thank her for her kind 
service and help with their banking needs.
Jean was a strong advocate for civic-mind-
edness. Her memberships over the years 
including Central Christian Church, charter 
member of the Merry Mixers Home Ec Club, 
Jayshees, Eastern Star, Zonta, Psi Iota Xi 
Sorority, Ulen Country Club, board member 
of the Community Foundation of Boone 
County. When the Indianapolis Zoo decided 
to expand and build a new zoo, she was the 
Boone County Corp. Fund chairperson. 
She was very proud that not only did Boone 
County meet its goal but surpassed it by a 
wide margin. She served several years as 
chairperson for Buffy and then United Way.
She considered music to be an essential part 
of a well-rounded life. When Lebanon High 
School remodeled the auditorium the Stein-
way Grand Piano was in dire need of refur-
bishment. So she co-chaired a committee 
with fellow Psi Ote sisters in overseeing it 
being rebuilt and restored.

She helped spearhead the establishment of 
the Western Boone Education Foundation.
She was honored and humbled to receive the 
Aaron Stookey Spirit of Philanthropy award 
from the Community Foundation in 2018.
Jean married Harold B. Acton on November 
7, 1954. They were high school sweethearts 
that would spend the rest of their lives to-
gether until Harold’s death in 2013.
Jean is survived by daughter Charlotte Frand-
sen and her husband Kent, grandson An-
drew Frandsen and wife Haleigh of Carmel, 
granddaughter Anna Alicia Harrelson and 
her husband Will of Troy, Ohio, and great-
grand daughters Elizabeth Marie Harrelson 
and Anna Margaret Harrelson and by her 
son Ken Acton of Lebanon, wife Paula and 
grandsons Aaron Acton and girlfriend Kate 
Gladson of Denver, Colorado, Evan Acton 
and his wife Jessica of Indianapolis, Indiana. 
Also, sisters Mrs. Janet Freshour of Lebanon, 
Indiana, Mrs. Jane Swisher and brother-in-
law Harold Swisher of Indianapolis, Indiana; 
sister-in-law Mrs. Irene Urban of Lebanon, 
Indiana; and many cousins, nieces and neph-
ews.
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Chapter Anniversaries
15 Years

	 Iota	Tau	 Indianapolis,	IN

25 Years
	 Iota	Xi	 Winamac,	IN

50 Years
	 Theta	Theta	 Fort	Wayne,	IN
	 Theta	Delta	 Bremen,	IN
	 Theta	Iota	 Monticello,	IN
	 Theta	Zeta	 Fort	Recovery,	OH
	 Eta	Chi	 Martinsville,	IN
	 Theta	Beta	 Paoli,	IN

55 Years
	 Eta	Alpha	 Nashville,	IN
	 Eta	Delta	 Carmel,	IN
	 Eta	Gamma	 Valparaiso,	IN

70 Years
	 Gamma	Xi	 Crawfordsville,	IN

75 Years
	 Gamma	Eta	 Knightstown,	IN

80 Years
	 Gamma	Beta	 Remington,	IN
	 Gamma	Delta	 Attica,	IN

80 Years
	 Gamma	Alpha	 Portland,	IN
	 Delta	Zeta	 Lafayette,	IN

95 Years
	 Alpha	Omicron	 Vincennes,	IN
	 Alpha	Pi	 Scottsburg,	IN
	 Alpha	Rho	 Garrett,	IN

100 Years
	 Chi	 Brookston,	IN
	 Omega	 Lebanon,	IN

105 Years
	 Rho	 Angola,	IN
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Andrea Niedenthal’s speech following her 
installation as president at 2021 National 
Convention:
People, Purpose, Passion  - 125 years of 
Service
I am grateful and honored to be your National 
President.  It is my sincerest desire to conduct 
the functions of this office to my very best abil-
ity. With the support and help of my chapter, 
Zeta Tau Milroy and National Council, I feel 
confident that we will succeed in doing great 
things.   
To share a little about myself, I grew up in rural 
Rush County, Indiana in a family of eight chil-
dren, which now extends to 35 people when we 
get together for family holidays.  With a family 
so large, I elected to make today a Ladies only 
day.   I would like to introduce some of these 
special ladies from my family:  my mother, 
Barbara Powers (who is a Psi Ote Alumna), 
sisters:  Sharon Rhoades, Mary Wicker, Dawn 
Wineman, and Leslie Yazel (Active Psi Ote).  I 
have one sister and two sisters-in-law who were 
not able to attend today.  Thank to my family, 
for being here to celebrate this honor!
I was given the opportunity to join National 
Council in June of 2011 as your East Central 
District Officer.  Over the last ten years, I have 
moved through all of the national offices except 
National Editor. Being in each of these roles, 
it has expanded my understanding of this or-
ganization and I have formed an even deeper 
passion for what we do. I have met so many 
wonderful ladies whom I now call my sisters. 
Next year we will be celebrating 125 years 
of our organization being in existence and I 
would like to dedicate it to the People before 
us, the Purpose that drives us and the Passion 
that is within us. 
People:  There have been so many people 
involved in this organization starting with five 

Andrea Niedenthal
2020-2021

NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT
Zeta Tau - Milroy, IN

Mo Dix introductory speech of Andrea 
Niedenthal at 2021 National Convention:
It has been my pleasure to work with a very 
special lady the last seven years. Andrea 
was born to Dewey and Barbara Powers 
the fifth of eight children. They had five 
children and were then blessed with a set 
of triplets all under the age of 8. Barbara 
was a busy mom but had time to devote 
to Psi Iota Xi. Andrea was initiated as a 
legacy in 1994. She was raised in Milroy 
and called it home until 2016 when they 
moved to Lake Santee. 
Upon graduation Andrea headed to Pur-
due where she graduated with an Associate 
Science degree in Veterinary Technology, 
a Bachelor Degree in Management and an 
MBA in Healthcare Administration. She 
has worked as a Toxicologist for a large 
pharmaceutical company for 35 years. 
She has been married to Tim Niedenthal 
for 25 years and has 4 daughters Quinn, 
Tessa, Madison and Dru. They have one 

2021-2022 NATIONAL PRESIDENT
granddaughter Sophia. They enjoy taking 
a weekend trip on the motorcycle. 
After Andrea moved to the lake, she met 
several ladies that she wanted to share her 
love of Psi Iota Xi with. In 2019, Andrea’s 
mission was achieved when we initiated a 
new chapter, Iota Phi, Clarksburg with 9 
new members. She is very proud that one 
of those is her youngest daughter Dru.
Andrea is blessed to have a very dear friend 
and Psi Ote sister, PNP, Carolyn Logsdon 
a member of Zeta Tau, Milroy. Carolyn 
was national president in 1997 which was 
our 100th anniversary and Andrea will be 
president for our 125th anniversary. It’s 
wonderful to have ladies to look up to and 
pave our way.
Andrea will keep us on track to move 
forward and continue to assist those less 
fortunate about us.
Please welcome my friend and your Na-
tional President, Andrea Niedenthal.

high school girls and three of their teachers 
whom on September 19, 1897 in Muncie, IN 
founded Psi Iota Xi. Do you think they would 
have ever imagined that during the life spam 
of our organization we would have installed 
238 chapters, that have covered 9 States (IN, 
IL, MI, OH, KY, TN, FL, WA, WI) and at one 
time the District of Columbia?  Just as in the 
circle of life not all these chapters still exist but 
what they have achieved has helped lay the 
foundation of who we are today.
Purpose:  Our Founders original purpose was 
for high school girls to study music and litera-
ture. Over the next decade they were able to in-
stall 15 chapters in other schools during a time 
when high school sororities were considered an 
evil by school authorities.  In June of 1915 at the 
National Convention (held in Rushville, IN) 
the delegates voted to no longer be known as a 
high school sorority and to become a women’s 
philanthropic organization and expanded our 
purpose to which it is today.   
Passion:  Just as the women who came before 
us, everyone sitting in this room has a great pas-
sion for the work we do in the name of Psi Iota 
Xi.  It is with this passion that we have been able 
to stay a thriving organization.  Think about 
this: in 1897, the First Library of Congress 
Building opens to the public. The tootsie roll 
has become a popular candy in the Mid-West 
and “Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Clause” was 
first published in the New York Sun.   Like all of 
these, Psi Iota Xi has stood the test of time and 
continues to be a recognized honored service 
organization.
Sometimes we wonder how recognizable we 
are, and I want to share a little story.  About 5 
years ago my granddaughter was only 5 months 
old and was rushed to Peyton Manning Chil-
dren’s Hospital in Indianapolis, as she was hav-
ing breathing issues with an apparent blockage 

in her airways.  She was immediately rushed 
into surgery so they could determine the cause.  
As I sat in the waiting room, the surgeon came 
in to explain how the surgery had gone and 
what had occurred. In mid-sentence he stopped 
and looked at my shirt (I was wearing a Psi Ote 
shirt that day) and he said, “My Father is the 
only Man in your Sorority.” I replied, “You must 
be Christopher Miyamoto”.   After he finished 
explaining Sophia’s surgery, he went on to tell 
me the impact our sorority had on him person-
ally and it was one of many reasons why he 
became an ENT specialist.  Of course, my heart 
filled with joy and pride but more importantly 
I knew Sophia was in the right hands.
I know the last year and half have been a strug-
gle for all of us, and has left several chapters 
wondering what to do next.  Don’t ever forget 
the importance you bring to your community 
and to our National projects and the impact 
that you have on someone you may not even 
know.  
As another year in history is being written, I 
hope you will find something in the work that 
you do in the name of Psi Iota Xi that will prove 
worthy of our sorority and renew your commit-
ment to this outstanding organization.   Please 
use this next year to celebrate all the great things 
your chapter has achieved! I would be honored 
to be invited to share your success – you never 
know I may show up with a cookie tote of hot 
chocolate chip cookies to share.  
Always remember the People before us, the 
Purpose that drives us and the Passion that is 
within us. I certainly look forward to seeing all 
of you in Muncie next summer to share in the 
celebration with our Alpha sisters. We will be 
honoring the last 125 years of impact that Psi 
Iota Xi has had - not just to those less fortunate 
about us, but also the impact we have had on 
one another.
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Phyllis Cunningham
Southeast District Officer
Theta Nu–Lexington, KY

2021-2022 NATIONAL OFFICERS

Maureen “Mo” Dix
NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT
Zeta Gamma–Fort Branch, IN

Mickie Hansen
NATIONAL SECRETARY
Upsilon–Greenfield, IN

Jane Patton
Southwest District Officer
Alpha Omicron - Vincennes, IN

Valerie Helms-Mejia
East Central District Officer

Alpha–Muncie, IN

Jessica Lucas
Northeast District Officer
Eta Omicron - Kalamazoo, MI

Mona Knight
West Central District Officer
Iota Theta–Armstrong, IL

Rhonda McNall-Crisenbery
NATIONAL TREASURER
Theta Theta–Fort Wayne, IN

Taffy Day
NATIONAL PROJECT CHAIR

Omega -Lebanon, IN

Sandie Carlson
NATIONAL CONDUCTRESS

Theta Kappa - Edon, OH

Terri Resler
NATIONAL EDITOR

Alpha Psi - Washington, IN

Andrea English
Northwest District Officer
Gamma Beta - Remington,IN
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National and State Contacts
2021-2022

NATIONAL COUNCIL

NATIONAL PRESIDENT
Andrea Niedenthal (Tim) 
1245 Mohican Trail 
Greensburg, IN 47240
C: 812-375-4747
andreaniedenthal@psiiotaxi.org
Zeta Tau, Milroy, IN
Iota Phi, Clarksburg, IN 

NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT
Mo Dix (Herb)
704 E Walnut St.
Fort Branch, IN 47648
C: 812.457.2179
maureendix@psiiotaxi.org
Zeta Gamma, Fort Branch, IN 

NATIONAL SECRETARY
Mickie Hansen (Mrs. Rusty)
3822 E 700 N
Greenfield, IN 46140
mickiehansen@psiiotaxi.org
317-402-6409
Upsilon, Greenfield, IN

NATIONAL TREASURER
Rhonda McNall-Crisenbery (Greg)
PO Box 27
Pleasant Lake, IN 46779
rhondamcnallcrisenbery@psiiotaxi.org
419-236-0263
Theta Theta, Fort Wayne, IN

NATIONAL ADVISOR/
PUBLIC RELATIONS
Sandy Johnson (David)
255 Oakwood Cr.
Pendleton, KY  40055
C: 502.797.0829
sandyjohnson@psiiotaxi.org
Zeta Iota, Louisville, KY
Iota Chi, LaGrange, KY

NATIONAL PROJECT CHAIR
Taffy Day (Steve)
620 W. Camp St.
Lebanon, IN 46052
H: 765.482.1979 C: 317.371.7813
taffyday@psiiotaxi.org
Omega, Lebanon, IN

NATIONAL CONDUCTRESS
Sandie Carlson (Todd)
306 E. Indiana St.
Edon, OH 43518
C: 419.324.4086
sandiecarlson@psiiotaxi.org
Theta Kappa, Edon, OH

NATIONAL EDITOR
Terri Resler
1761 Raglesville Road
Loogootee, IN 47553
C: 812.295.6524
terriresler@psiiotaxi.org
Alpha Psi, Washington, IN

DISTRICT OFFICERS

NORTHEAST DISTRICT OFFICER
Jessica Lucas (Webb)
721 Clubhouse Dr.
Ypsilanti, MI 48197
C: 812.674.1440
jessicalucas@psiiotaxi.org
Eta Omicron, Kalamazoo, MI

NORTHWEST DISTRICT OFFICER
Andrea English (Randy)
10948 W 400 N.
Wolcott, IN 47995
C: 219-863-5784
andreaenglish@psiiotaxi.org
Gamma Beta, Remington, IN

EAST CENTRAL DISTRICT OFFICER
Valerie Helms-Mejia (Carlos) 
3626 N Lakeside Dr.
Muncie, IN 47304
C: 765.479-2005
valeriehlemsmejia@psiiotaxi.org
Alpha, Muncie, IN

WEST CENTRAL DISTRICT OFFICER
Mona Knight (Brad)
24484 N 500 East Road
Armstrong, IL 61812
C: 217-621-2321
monaknight@psiiotaxi.org
Iota Theta, Armstrong, IL

SOUTHEAST DISTRICT OFFICER
Phyllis Cunningham
2157 Maura Trace
Lexington, KY 40513
C: 859.825.8060
phylisscunningham@psiiotaxi.org
Theta Nu, Lexington, KY 

SOUTHWEST DISTRICT OFFICER
Jane Patton (Chris)
929 S Sycamore Street
Martinsville, IN 46151
C: 812.881-9064
janepatton@psiiotaxi.org
Alpha Omicron, Vincennes IN

STATE PRESIDENTS

INDIANA
Stacia Bonifant, Beta Gamma
2306 S 100 East
Peru, IN  46970
765-473-1153
staciabonifant@gmail.com

KENTUCKY
Ann Egan, Zeta Iota
808 Girard Drive
Louisville, KY 40222
502-821-7227
pwppuppy@aol.com

NATIONAL ADDRESSES

NATIONAL OFFICE
Psi Iota Xi National Office
3905 Vincennes Road, Suite 303
Indianapolis, IN 46268
317-471-3512
www.psiiotaxi.org
info@psiiotaxi.org

President, Past Presidents Club
Marcia Mohre, PNP, Theta Kappa
04549 County Road H
Edon, OH 43518
marciamohre@gmail.com
419-212-3004

National Memorial Fund
Sara Overway, PNP, Beta Alpha
211 Princeton Lane
Logansport, IN 46947
574-721-3486
sarapix@comcast.net

Official Jeweler
Michelle Gordon
J Lewis Small and Company
9147 W 1000 N
PO Box 426
Elwood, IN 46036
800-354-7356 (phone)
765-552-4756 (fax)
ljackson@jlewissmall.com (email orders)

Psi Iota Xi Insurance Coverage
Nelson Insurance Agency
Joe McKune
2000 Envoy Circle
Louisville, KY 40299
502-736-7000
joem@nelsoninsurancegroup.com
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Project Representatives
2020-2021

ASHF: American Speech-Language-
Hearing Foundation
Nancy J. Minghetti, Executive Director
2200 Research Blvd
Rockville, MD 20850-3289
301-296-8701
NMinghetti@asha.org

Van Riper Lecture Series
Department of Speech, Language and
Hearing Sciences
Kathryn Hillenbrand
Western Michigan University
1903 W Michigan Ave
Kalamazoo, MI 49008-5355
269-387-8054

Hoosier Art Salon
Donna Hovey, Executive Director
212 W 10th Street, B245
Indianapolis, IN 46202
317-499-7008
www.hoosiersalon.org

Past National President’s Project
Gallaudet University
Susan Gill, Director
Field House
800 Florida Ave, NE
Washington, DC 20002-3695
202-651-5591
susan.gill-doleac@gallaudet.edu

Bethel College Sign Language 
Interpreting Program
Sign Language Interpreting Program
Academic Center, Room 323
Bethel College
1001 Bethel Circle
Mishawaka, IN 46545
574-257-2577

St. Joseph Institute for the Deaf
Whitney Stevens-McBride
9192 Waldemar Rd
Indianapolis, IN 46268-1131
317-471-8560

South Bend Symphony
Christina Gibson
127 N Michigan St
South Bend, IN 46601-1603 
574-232-6343
http://www.SouthBendSymphony.org

Muncie Symphony Orchestra
Dr. James Thompson
2000 W University Ave AC 112
Muncie, IN 47306
765-285-5531
www.munciesymphony.org

Indianapolis Symphony
Elizabeth Whipkey
32 E Washington St, Ste 600
Indianapolis, IN 46204
317-229-7090
800.366.8457-ticket services
www.indianapolisSymphony.org

Evansville Philharmonic Orchestra
Jeanne Bundy, Director of Salesr
600 Masin St
Evansville, IN 47708
812-425-5050, Ext. 300
www.evansvillephilharmonic.org

Psi Iota Xi Symphony and
Elsie I. Sweeney Endowment Funds:
Central Indiana Community 
Foundation
615 N Alabama St, Ste 300
Indianapolis, IN 46204-1498
317-631-6542, ext. 506

Camp Shout Out
Julie Raynor, MA, CCC-SLP
PO Box 184
Muskegon, MI 49443
231-744-9260
office@campshoutout.org

MDO Deaf Youth Sports Festival, Inc.
Ronda Bilz, Beatrice Pfaff
PO Box 421304
Indianapolis, IN 46242
teammdo@gmail.com

Camp About Face
Caitlin Church
705 Riley Hospital Dr, Room 3538
Indianapolis, IN 46202
317.944.2441
cchurch@iuhealth.org

Hear Indiana, Listening & Spoken 
Language Camp for the Deaf & Hard 
of Hearing Children
4740 Kingsway Dr, Ste 33
Indianapolis, IN 46205
317-828-0211

Little Peeps
Hearing and Speech Center
Marcey Ansley, Executive Director
350 Henry Clay Blvd.
Lexington, KY  40502
Marcey.ansley@hscky.org

Riley Children’s Foundation
Amber Miller, Associations & Radiothon 
Coordinator
30 South Meridian St, Suite 200
Indianapolis, IN 46204-3540
317-759-6949
amiller@rileykids.org

Met Opera
Met Opera National Council Auditions
30 Lincoln Center Plaza
New York, NY 10023

Charlie Fox, CPA
1421 South Woodland Ave.
Michigan City, IN 46360
219.871.7882
charlie@appleCPA.com
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