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And then there were cheeseballs! 
We went from 600 the first year to 
1200 and finally even to 2400 for a 
couple of years. In the later years, 
we discovered that enthusiastic 
and very capable high schoolers 
enjoyed helping us. We were un-
able to make them, this year, but 
next year is looking very promis-
ing! Profits from the cheeseball 
sales go toward our charities.
Throughout the 90s until the present day:
We support some of our favorite charities: We provide a 4-year col-
lege scholarship to a Center Grove High School senior planning on 
majoring in art, music, speech and hearing therapy, or English. We 
also support the Fine Arts, Music and Theatre Departments at Center 
Grove High School, the Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra (we buy 
tickets for students and four of us attend every month), the Hoosier 
Art Salon (annual donations, plus we purchased a painting done by a 
Charter Member, which we donated to a local library), and a favorite 
donation was to help fund research on the cochlear implant by Dr. 
Miyamoto especially as one of our members worked with him and 
has the implants.

The warmth of our friendships, the breadth of our generosity, and 
the strength or our loyalty to one another has created a bond that 
cannot be broken—even by a global pandemic. We are sisters in every 
sense of the word! 

ZETA EPSILON–BARGERSVILLE, INDIANA
We respectfully dedicate the 2020 edition of the Helicon to YOU

for your 62 years of service to your chapter,
your community, and your national organization.

Your loyalty, allegiance, and enthusiasm is an example of the true spirit of

Psi Iota Xi!

As Good as Gold (and Turquoise!)
The Zeta Epsilon Chapter in Bargersville started out in 1958 with 11 
enthusiastic members. We are grateful to the Franklin Chapter for 
sponsoring us 62 years ago and we are still going strong. We continue 
to use the silk robes made by one of the Charter members during 
Initiation and Installation of Officers.

One of our sisters has been in attendance for 61 years, another for 53 
years, and yet another for 49 years. We still have 22 active members 
who meet the first Tuesday of every month either in person (the good 
ol’ days) or now via Zoom. We have become quite adept at zooming, 
but can’t wait to re-zoom our face-to-face meetings!

One of our members, Norma Lemas-
ters, has been an active member for 
55 years and has held every office at 
the local level. She also has served as 
Indiana State President and was on 
her way to being SW District Officer 
when health issues altered her course. 
She is still very active and is our cur-
rent treasurer.

Our philanthropic work started long ago in the 60s! One memorable 
activity was volunteering at the county hospital by making favors, 
taking in books, and donating money so they could decorate a room. 
We then purchased a painting from the Hoosier Salon that we passed 
around each month amongst our members (art must be shared!), 
then finally donated it to the hospital to be put in our special Psi Ote 
room. Other activities included: taking gifts to Muscatatuck, deliver-
ing Meals On Wheels, working at the county fair serving Sloppy Joes 
and homemade pecan pies.
The 70s were busy! We sponsored a new chapter—Theta Rho, but 
sadly, they have disbanded. We created a Santa House, decorated 
it and enticed Santa to come visit! We had puppet shows and a gift 
shop to delight and entertain over 1000 students for three years. 
Later, we switched to a Santa breakfast (yup, Santa was invited to 
that one, too!) and enjoyed serving over 800 people in White River 
Township and beyond.
In the 80s we began helping the schools to administer hearing tests. 
We purchased hearing aides and glasses for many students.
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When I began this journey in June 2012, I 
never in my wildest dreams thought I’d be 
standing here as your president. I remember 
sitting out there as a delegate somewhat in 
awe of the people on the stage. Silly me, 
they’re just like everybody else, as I soon 
found out.

My personal health challenges this year 
really drove home the importance of my 
sorority sisters. I thank you all for the good 
thoughts, cards and prayers. I am now 
cancer free and ready to get back to normal, 
whatever that will be.

Thank you to my mother-in-law, Mary 
Scrogham, for bringing me into Pi Chapter 
and this amazing organization. Thank you 
to my sisters on council now and the ones 
who have come and gone during my time on 
council. I am a better person for knowing 
you and for receiving your guidance.

There was a time in my life when the most 
important three letters were CPA; then 
MRS.; then MOM. Now I get to add another 
distinguished three letters to my name: 
PNP.

Before I finish, I’d like to thank some special 
ladies. Would my Pi sisters please come 
forward. This convention would not have 
been possible without these wonderful 
women and the leadership of Mary Diskey 
and Christy Blake.

Thank you all.

Patricia Menge
2019-2020 NATIONAL PRESIDENT

Pi–Fort Wayne, Indiana
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Jessica Lucas
NATIONAL EDITOR

Eta Omicron–Kalamazoo, MI

I have had the honor of being the administrative assistant for the past seven years. I have enjoyed 
every email, phone conversation and face to face interaction I have had with you, my Psi Ote 
sisters. I am available via email at pixnational@gmail.com or by phone at 317-471-3512. I visit 
the national office several times a month, so let me know if you need anything such as certifi-
cates, old Helicons, or other items we may have stored at the national office. I look forward to 
many more years of serving you.

Wow! It has been a wonderful experience for me serving as our 2019-2020 National Conductress. 
I was honored to chair the National Psi Ote of the Year committee along with an outstanding 
group of women as we gave thoughtful consideration to the 20 candidates that were each ex-
ceptionally qualified to be the next Psi Ote of the Year.

As the National Conductress I reviewed and updated the chapter visitation log for our District 
Officers. We were excited to include our two newest chapters from last year into the rotation. 
Every four years your District Officer is scheduled to visit your chapter. It’s just a healthy “check-
up” to make sure everything is running smoothly with your group. Remember, a representative 
from National Council is always available to visit your chapter if needed prior to your official 
visit from the DO. 

Extension of membership is an important job for the National Conductress as well. Providing 
information to the National Website, writing articles for the newsletter and updating posts on 
the Facebook page has been extremely helpful in keeping our membership informed.

Here is something for you to remember as we continue to grow and move forward in the future. 
You are important to our organization, because we all share some of the same passions and 
interests that are a necessary component to ensure that our organization can help those it was 
designed to support.

My first year as your National Editor has been quite the learning experience! Not only did I get 
to experience the special sisterhood of being on National Council, but I also had the privilege 
of overlapping my term for one year with my mom, National Advisor Connie McDaniel. One of 
the unexpected joys I encountered during the year was a deep connection to the history of Psi 
Iota Xi. Perusing a Helicon from 60 or 70 years ago drives home for me the legacy and mission 
entrusted to us by the generations of Psi Otes that came before us. I am honored to carry on the 
tradition of creating the official written record for the national organization.
While the COVID-19 pandemic produced new challenges, both personal and organizational, my 
faith in the women that sustain the mission of Psi Iota Xi is constantly renewed by their generos-
ity, compassion for others, creativity, and commitment to their communities. Thank you for your 
continued support and your patience this year as I found my footing. I can’t wait to read and share 
about all your innovative strategies for fostering sisterhood and supporting your communities 
and each other in a time of turmoil.
Pax Vobiscum!

Mickie Hansen
NATIONAL CONDUCTRESS

Upsilon–Greenfield, IN

PSI IOTA XI NATIONAL

Becky Hamilton
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Sigma–Greensburg, IN
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PSI IOTA XI 2020 NATIONAL CONVENTION SYNOPSIS
The 117th Convention of Psi Iota Xi was held August 14-16, 2020 at the Grand Wayne Convention Center in 
Fort Wayne, Indiana. Pi, Fort Wayne, Indiana was the host chapter.
Convention co-chairs were Mary Diskey and Christy Blake. Pastor Gary Erdos of Trinity English Lutheran 
Church, Fort Wayne gave the invocation. Pat Menge, National President announced the following:
2019-2020 Psi Iota Xi Philanthropic Contributions:
Profit Earned by 98 Chapters .....................................................................................................................$736,408.62
Total Amount Spent for Speech and Hearing by Chapters ................................................................ $144,935.49
Total Amount Spent for Music by Chapters ..............................................................................................$91,650.01
Total Amount Spent for Art by Chapters .................................................................................................. $88,168.86
Total Amount Spent on All Cultural by Chapters .................................................................................$179,816.87
Total Amount Spent for “Other” by Chapters ........................................................................................ $360,997.81
Total Amount Spent for Literature/Literacy Projects by Chapters ................................................... $98,534.69
Total All Philanthropic Projects by All Psi Iota Xi Chapters,
     State Associations and National, including National Grants ...................................................... $839,758.55
Madam president welcomed everyone in attendance and announced due to the unusual circumstances (CO-
VID-19) this spring, 20% of all chapters were unable to make their charitable donations. Therefore, National 
Council decided not to award achievement awards this year. Our keynote speaker was Mrs. Patsy Dumas, a 
long-time member of Pi chapter. PNP Deanna Howard gave a workshop from the podium on parliamentary 
procedure. The District officers gave workshops twice because of the social distancing. They were District 
Meetings and Other Highlights; Upsilon gave theirs from the podium which was Sisterhood and Team Build-
ing. The district officers presented their “Honeycomb” awards throughout the meeting on Saturday. Bylaws 
approved PART II MEMBERSHIP, ARTICLE V Membership Classification, Section 1 Voting Members, insert 
new B. Dual Membership Proposed Amendment:
B. DUAL MEMBERSHIP is any current member who has served a minimum of two (2) years in her chapter 
and is in good standing may also become a member of a second chapter. Members will pay dues to both chapters and fulfill required obligations 
to both chapters. Members will have voting privileges, and officer opportunities. Participation in two chapters simultaneously will only equal one 
year of active service.
*Dual members may only represent one chapter at National Convention and State Meeting.
Rationale: Allowing a member in good standing to have dual membership will help provide support to a struggling chapter, provide guidance to a 
new chapter, and allow members the opportunity to continue to grow and serve our sorority.
The memorial service was given by Phi, Huntington. The PNP’s held a memorial service for Donna Knockel (1960), Shirley Harding (1990) and 
Marjorie Isley (1995).
Past National President, Sara Overway, reported on the status of the Memorial Fund. By direction of the Past National Presidents, she moved that 
the interest earned on the 2019-2020 Psi Iota Xi National Memorial Fund and funds from the Past National Presidents’ fund raiser totaling $1029.00 
(Total available including interest: $1,137.97) be used for the university dance scholarship for a deaf dancer at Gallaudet University, Washington, 
D.C. There was no discussion. The motion carried.
Deanna Howard, Past National President, presented the proposal for the new Long-Term Project. PNP Cathy Etzler, Chair of the committee, was 
unable to attend. Deanna gave a brief history of past long-term projects. The committee recommended the Psi Iota Xi and Hear Indiana Scholarship 
as the new Long-Term Project. An endowment will be created to encourage first-year graduate students to commit to working with deaf and hard 
of hearing children. The scholarship will be for $3,000 annually. In addition to the scholarship, Hear Indiana will make their professional expertise 
available to scholarship recipients through shadowing and mentoring. The motion carried.
Mickie Hansen and Taffy Day gave a report summarizing the results of the COVID-19 survey that was conducted with all chapters. At the time of 
the survey in May, 16 chapters were concerned about coming to convention. As of this date, over 40 chapters chose to not attend or only send one 
delegate. Most spring fund raisers were cancelled and several fall fund raisers are in question. National Council suspended their spring meetings 
and activities for the safety of the members.
Rhonda McNall-Crisenbery read the letter that had been sent to chapters about the projects. There was a ballot distributed to all delegates. This 
would decide the project proposals. The results of the ballot were Option B.
The following national projects were approved:
1. American Speech Language Hearing Foundation $2,000
2. Hear Indiana Listening & Spoken Language Camp $0
3. Metropolitan Opera National Council Auditions $4,000
4. Camp About Face $0
5. Bethel College Sign Language Interpreting Program $2,000
6. Camp Shout Out $0
7. St. Joseph Institute’s Early Intervention and iHear Program $4,000
8. Western Michigan University-Van Riper Lecture Series $0
9. Deaf Youth Sports Festival $0
10. Hoosier Art Salon $4,000
11. Literature/Literacy Grant $3,000
 Total $19,000
National Project Chair Rhonda McNall-Crisenbery gave a recap of how the 2019 literacy award winners utilized their grant money. She then announced 
the winners of the 2020 Literature/Literacy Grants. They were Eta Omicron, Kalamazoo, MI from the Northern Districts; Beta Phi, Shelbyville, IN 
from the Southern Districts and Virtual Chapter Iota Upsilon from the Central Districts.
Zeta Iota, Louisville, KY will host the 2021 national convention to be held at the Brown Hotel in downtown Louisville, KY, on June 25-27, 2021.
Zeta Tau, Milroy, IN, issued an invitation for the 2022 national convention to be held at the Horizon Convention Center & Courtyard by Marriott 
in Muncie, IN on June 24-26, 2022.
Zeta Gamma, Fort Branch, IN moved that the 2023 national convention be held at the Double Tree by Hilton in Evansville, IN, on June 23-25, 2023. 
Alpha Psi, Washington, IN gave the second. Motion carried.
Installation of the new 2020-2021 National Officers was conducted.

Maureen "Mo" Dix
NATIONAL SECRETARY
Zeta Gamma–Fort Branch, IN
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Front Row (L to R): Rhonda McNall-Crisenbery, National Project Chair; Andrea Niedenthal, National Treasurer; Pat Menge, National 
President; Connie McDaniel, National Advisor; Sandy Johnson, National Vice President; Maureen "Mo" Dix, National Secretary

Back Row (L to R): Sandie Carlson, Northeast District Officer; Heather Mitchell, Northwest District Officer; Beth Vipond, East 
Central District Officer; Taffy Day, West Central District Officer; Phyllis Cunningham, Southeast District Officer; Terri Resler, 
Southwest District Officer; Jessica Lucas, National Editor; Mickie Hansen, National Conductress

2019-2020 NATIONAL COUNCIL

PHILANTHROPIC CONTRIBUTIONS

Total by Chapters $785,804.77

Total by State Associations $9,600.00

Total by National Project Funds $36,500.00

Total by Past National Presidents $2,002.92

Total by Endowments $5,845.86

TOTAL ACTIVE 
MEMBERSHIP

1,859

GRAND TOTAL OF 
ALL PHILANTHROPIC 
CONTRIBUTIONS

$839,753.55

2019-2020 Totals
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A Year Interrupted

Attention all PSI OTE SUPERHEROESAttention all PSI OTE SUPERHEROES
Don’t let COVID defeat your chapter!Don’t let COVID defeat your chapter!

National Council has excused all chapter busi-National Council has excused all chapter busi-
ness meetings March–June, and you may be won-ness meetings March–June, and you may be won-
dering how this will affect your chapter? It doesn’t dering how this will affect your chapter? It doesn’t 
have to! There are several ways to stay connect-have to! There are several ways to stay connect-
ed and continue business.ed and continue business.
Meetings/SocialsMeetings/Socials
• • Chapter officers can still meet via video con-Chapter officers can still meet via video con-
ferencing such as Zoom, Google Hangouts, ferencing such as Zoom, Google Hangouts, 
GoToMeeting, FaceTime, Skype, etc. to dis-GoToMeeting, FaceTime, Skype, etc. to dis-
cuss time-sensitive topics.cuss time-sensitive topics.

• • Some of our chapters and committees are al-Some of our chapters and committees are al-
ready meeting using a video conferencing app, ready meeting using a video conferencing app, 
and they are excited to have this technology and they are excited to have this technology 
available.available.

• • Chapters that are under 15 members can Chapters that are under 15 members can 
get together in a parking lot, “Circle the Wag-get together in a parking lot, “Circle the Wag-
ons,” sit on your tailgates and have a social all ons,” sit on your tailgates and have a social all 
while remaining six feet apart.while remaining six feet apart.

• • Touch base with each other through your chap-Touch base with each other through your chap-
ter’s private Facebook page once or twice a ter’s private Facebook page once or twice a 
month, and ask everyone to respond with how month, and ask everyone to respond with how 
they are doing.they are doing.

• • COVID-19 has had serious side effects for some COVID-19 has had serious side effects for some 
of our chapters and their spring fundraisers.of our chapters and their spring fundraisers.

FundraisersFundraisers
• • Flower sales can still be done by delivering Flower sales can still be done by delivering 
the product yourself and then receiving pay-the product yourself and then receiving pay-
ment electronically or via an envelope left on ment electronically or via an envelope left on 
the porch without even seeing the recipient.the porch without even seeing the recipient.

• • Consider hosting an online or virtual fundrais-Consider hosting an online or virtual fundrais-
er. If you would like more information on how er. If you would like more information on how 
to start this send me an email. I have contact to start this send me an email. I have contact 
information for several consultants.information for several consultants.

• • If you’ve sold tickets to an event, ask if they If you’ve sold tickets to an event, ask if they 
would be willing to donate the price of their would be willing to donate the price of their 
ticket before offering to refund their money. ticket before offering to refund their money. 
Most people are understanding and want to Most people are understanding and want to 
support your group.support your group.

• • Consider rescheduling your spring fundrais-Consider rescheduling your spring fundrais-
er to late summer or early fall.er to late summer or early fall.

If your chapter has questions or begins to ex-If your chapter has questions or begins to ex-
perience a financial struggle, please reach out perience a financial struggle, please reach out 
to a Council Member. We are here to offer ad-to a Council Member. We are here to offer ad-
vice and support.vice and support.
Loyally,Loyally,
Mickie HansenMickie Hansen
National ConductressNational Conductress
Upsilon - Greenfield, INUpsilon - Greenfield, IN

Maintaining Connections 
in a Disconnected World

Every one of us has something going on from 
time to time that impacts our lives individually. 
In many cases, we can share those experiences, 
good or bad, with those around us. Much of the 
time it is our Sisters we confide in. They are not 
Sisters by blood some of the time, but those who 
we have grown to know and love throughout our 
experiences being a part of Psi Iota Xi.
Life has changed. We are being tested. This is a time 
like none of us has ever experienced. The isola-
tion physically from our family, our friends and 
coworkers is trying. Initially the idea of staying 
home sounded nice and seemed like a welcome 
break from the pace at which we run our lives. 
Normal will be something that will have to be re-
defined as we eventually ease our way back into 
life. Erma Bombeck once quipped that normal 
is only a setting on the dryer. I tend to think she 
is right.
It will be a time once this is over and done with 
before we will feel at ease to shake a hand or give 
someone a spontaneous hug. There will be the 
headache of rescheduling State Convention, wed-
dings, memorial services, parties, showers, concerts, 
proms and graduations. Plans for the fall are tak-
ing on a different shape as we start looking at re-
gaining 30-60 days of life that has been paused.
It is amazing that we don’t really have set plans 
but rather have a plan of what the year is to be like 
in our minds. Things will get back on track. We 
will look back at the Spring of 2020 and think 
of what we all shared collectively during this time.
Isn’t it nice that we have the Sisters that we meet 
with once a month to share with? We are for-
tunate that we live in an age where there are so 
many means of communication. News and up-
dates are at our fingertips 24/7. Take advantage 
of the different ways you can stay in touch with 
those who might need a just a little hello to lift 
their spirits.
We are all sharing in this time that is challeng-
ing and will ultimately end. When it does end, 
make it a time you can look back on and remem-
ber how fortunate we are to have so many peo-
ple that we can look to for a pick-me-up or to 
be a lifeline to. Make it count.
Beth Vipond
East Central District Officer
Gamma Tau - Marion, IN

We Will Rise from COVID-19

Watching the news and scrolling through social 
media sites may leave us feeling hopeless dur-
ing the unprecedented crisis of the COVID-19 
outbreak. We see people sick, we see people in 
need. While the situation is dire, it’s important 
to remember it won’t last forever and there are 
ways to help.
I have the privilege of serving as a grants officer 
with the Hancock County Community Foun-
dation, which means I work with nonprofits ev-
ery day to support their good work. Every non-
profit is feeling the effects of this crisis, whether 
they are front-line human services organizations 
or a philanthropic sorority. Meetings and fun-
draisers are cancelled while community need 
soars. What I have consistently heard so far is 
that nonprofit leaders expect COVID-19 to cre-
ate far-reaching needs that we don’t even know 
yet for months to come.
So what can Psi Otes do, either personally or 
as a chapter? Many community foundations or 
United Ways are creating emergency response 
funds that will enable them to grant dollars to non-
profits most impacted; you can donate to those. 
Many nonprofits are doing their own emergen-
cy fundraising; you can donate to them. Many 
nonprofits may have increased volunteer needs; 
you can volunteer. And don’t forget our arts & 
culture nonprofits who are losing revenue from 
cancelled programming and fundraising events 
but aren’t attracting emergency grants. Check on 
those organizations and ask how you can help.
Keep on keepin’ on, Psi Otes. Even though we 
may be bummed about cancelling our own events 
and not seeing each other, there are still ways 
we can “give cheer to those less fortunate about 
you.”
Stay well,
Katie Ottinger
Upsilon - Greenfield, IN

We would be remiss if we did not acknowledge the COVID-19 global pandemic that gripped the world in 2020 and disrupted 
everything we knew to be normal: jobs, school, church, fundraisers, family gatherings, etc. We watched helplessly as friends 
and loved ones fought for their lives in hospital isolation; nurses, doctors and other frontline workers put aside their own health 
and safety to care for others; and hard-working communities suddenly found themselves unemployed amid shutdowns aimed 
at curbing the spread of this deadly virus. There was hope, too. We discovered new ways to connect with our loved ones and 
celebrate their special days by utilizing video calling and “drive-by” birthday celebrations with colorful lawn decorations. We 
donated blood, food, homemade masks, money, and our time to support those hardest hit by the shortage in PPE, sudden 
loss of income, and parents thrust into simultaneously figuring out how to work from home and homeschool their children 
on myriad new technological platforms. We learned all over again what it means to be sister Psi Otes and lift up each other 
and our communities in times of crisis. Below are a selection of newsletter articles from the spring of 2020 that exemplify our 
resilience and innovation as an organization.
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Past National Presidents

Front Row (L to R): Sharon White ’88, Delta 
Zeta, Lafayette, IN; Rae Harris ’96, Beta 
Tau, Frankfort, IN; Brenda Bonner ’16, Beta 
Alpha, Flora, IN; Sara Overway ’04, Beta 
Alpha, Flora, IN; Carolyn Logsdon ’97, Zeta 
Tau, Milroy, IN

Back Row (L to R): Kim Crawley ’12, Sigma, 
Greensburg, IN; Deanna Howard ’10, Alpha 
Omega, North Vernon, IN; Susie Lewis ’15, 
Alpha Chi, Hagerstown, IN; Beth Keeney ’17, 
Beta Tau, Frankfort, IN; Connie McDaniel 
’18, Beta Lambda, Bedford, IN

†	1960	 Donna	Knochel	(Mrs.	Arthur)	 Gamma	Beta
	 1961	 Genevieve	Miles	(Mrs.	Wm.)	 Beta	Kappa
	 1962	 Vi	Dawn	(Mrs.	Wm.	P.)	 Delta	Epsilon
†	1963	 Kathryn	Falk	(Mrs.	Wm.	E.	Jr.)	 Beta	Omega
†	1964	 Rose	S.	Beatty	(Mrs.)	 Beta	Tau
	 1965	 Ven	Endsley	(Mrs.	Robert)	 Phi
†	1966	 Janice	Scherer	(Mrs.	Edwin)	 Alpha	Beta
†	1967	 Martha	Van	Ness	(Mrs.	Wm.	C.)	 Beta	Zeta
†	1968	 Sue	Morris	(Mrs.	William	A.)	 Beta	Iota
†	1969	 Jule	Warner	(Mrs.	Francis)	 Zeta
†	1970	 Lillian	Schuyler	(Mrs.	Arthur)	 Beta	Nu
†	1971	 Ruth	Ann	Trubitt	(Mrs.	Hillard)	 Alpha	Tau
†	1972	 Janet	Cook	(Mrs.	Gordon)	 Gamma	Sigma
†	1973	 Opal	Clark	(Mrs.	Leonard)	 Beta	Lambda
†	1974	 Mabel	Alice	Robertson	(Mrs.	Fred)	 Delta	Epsilon
†	1975	 Gladys	Gardner	(Mrs.	Don)	 Gamma	Alpha
†	1976	 Clarice	Shively	(Mrs.	J.	Frank)	 Theta
†	1977	 Lou	Rohlfing	(Mrs.	John)	 Epsilon
†	1978	 Peg	Burns	(Mrs.	Ralph)	 Eta	Gamma
†	1979	 Kay	Wilson	(Mrs.	Grover)	 Beta	Pi
†	1980	 Delores	Heckerson	(Mrs.	Everett)	 Theta	Psi
† 1981	 Doris	Donnelly	Larsen	(Mrs.	Harold)	 Gamma	Xi
†	1982	 Mary	Cave	Blum	(Mrs.	Wm.)	 Eta	Psi
	 1983	 Karen	Isbell	Schalburg	(Mrs.	Bart)	 Eta	Phi
	 1984	 Barbara	Perkins	(Mrs.	Gene)	 Alpha	Psi
† 1985	 Janet	Simpson	(Mrs.	Robert)	 Zeta	lota
†	1986	 Mary	Helen	Foster	(Mrs.	Glenn)	 Delta	Beta
	 1987	 Lesley	Bookout	(Mrs.	Mel)	 Zeta	Theta
	 1988	 Sharon	White	(Mrs.	Wayne)	 Delta	Zeta
†	1989	 Margie	Judge	(Mrs.	Dick)	 Epsilon
†	1990	 Shirley	Harding	(Mrs.	Larry)	 Gamma	Iota
	 1991	 Anita	Canaday	(Mrs.	Tony)	 Zeta	Beta
	 1992	 Bette	Yeager	(Mrs.	Willis)	 Gamma	Nu
	 1993	 Sharon	Creager	(Mrs.	Jerry)	 Iota
	 1994	 Tula	Tucker	(Mrs.	Michael)	 Theta	Delta

	 Year	 Name	 Chapter	 Year	 Name	 Chapter
†	1995	 Marjorie	Isley	(Mrs.	Marvin)	 Alpha	Kappa
	 1996	 Renata	Rae	Harris	(Mrs.	Stephen)	 Beta	Tau
	 1997	 Carolyn	Logsdon	(Mrs.	Thomas)	 Zeta	Tau
	 1998	 Barbara	Mitchel	(Mrs.	David)	 Eta	Delta
	 1999	 Sandy	Clevenger	(Mrs.	Merrill)	 Delta	Epsilon
	 2000	 Ramona	Simpson	(Mrs.	Richard)	 Iota	Theta
	 2001	 Gwendolyn	Myers	(Mrs.	Ronald)	 Alpha	Xi
	 2002	 Lydia	Corbett	(Mrs.	Mitch)	 Gamma	Kappa
	 2003	 Kathy	Miller	 Beta	Delta
	 2004	 Sara	(Hoffman)	Overway	 Beta	Alpha
	 2005	 Anna	Jo	McKaig	(Mrs.	Tom)	 Beta	Gamma
	 2006	 Sue	Simpson	(Mrs.	Mark)	 Eta	Xi
	 2007	 Debbie	Stemle	(Mrs.	Pat)	 Zeta	Mu
	 2008	 Diana	Lamb	(Mrs.	Robert)	 Omega
	 2009	 Pat	Kugler	(Mrs.	Dale)	 Eta	Gamma
	 2010	 Deanna	Howard	(Mrs.	John)	 Alpha	Omega
	 2011	 Janice	Stagg	(Mrs.	Jeff)	 Iota	Tau
	 2012	 Kim	Crawley	(Mrs.	Mike)	 Sigma
	 2013	 Marcia	Mohre	(Mrs.	David)	 Theta	Kappa
	 2014	 Cathy	Etzler	(Mrs.	Chuck)	 Theta	Zeta
	 2015	 Susie	Lewis	 Alpha	Chi
	 2016	 Brenda	Bonner	(Mrs.	Rob)	 Beta	Alpha
	 2017	 Beth	Keeney	(Mrs.	Steve)	 Beta	Tau
	 2018	 Connie	McDaniel	(Mrs.	Mark)	 Beta	Lambda
	 2019	 Patricia	Menge	(Mrs.	David)	 Pi

†	Deceased	as	of	October	2020
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make this happen. Psi Otes volunteer their help in making these weekly 
events happen. In turn, this organization supports our mission through 
regular donations to Psi Iota Xi projects. Our connections to this other 
organization in our community makes a difference for many and is made 
possible through the connections this sister has made.
She’s a caregiver. This sister’s life work is as a caregiver of young children. 
She calls them all her “kids” and truly takes her job of “raising” these 
kids alongside the parents as her mission in life. But her caring nature 
doesn’t stop there. She acts as an organizer of caregiving for our chapter. 
If someone needs extra cash because of trips back and forth to the hospital 
to care for a loved one, she organizes the donation by the chapter. She 
will make daily phone calls to check on our sisters and she has organized 
weekly dinners for sisters who would otherwise eat alone.
She is a peacemaker. Nothing bothers this sister more than when there 
is a rift in the group. Because our mission is always first in her mind, she 
sees the rift as a distraction from the pursuit of that mission. In addition, 
she sees our chapter as a family that just needs to kiss and make up, get 
along and get on with it. Once again, her influence, connections, and 
caregiving nature serve our chapter well in settling disagreements and 
focusing us once again on what is important.
This sister shows us what it means to live by our closing verse showing 
us that it is truly “a noble thing to give cheer to those less fortunate 
about you.”
It is my pleasure to introduce from the Alpha Omega chapter, the 2020 
National Psi Ote of the Year, Elaine Leahigh.
The above was presented by Mickie Hansen, National Conductress and 
Psi Ote of the Year Committee Chair, at the 2020 National Convention 
in Fort Wayne, IN.

As the National Conductress, I had the opportunity to chair the Psi Ote 
of the Year committee and want to thank my committee members for the 
time spent reviewing applications and all the discussion that went into the 
decision. My committee included Kim Crawley, Past National President; 
Beth Vipond, East Central District Officer; Terri Resler, Southwest District 
Officer; Heather Mitchell, Northwest District Officer. Thank you, ladies.
I also want to thank each and every chapter that submitted a nominee 
for National Psi Ote of the Year. This year 20 names were submitted for 
consideration. You all deserve a round of applause for all you do in the 
name of Psi Iota Xi.
Our National Psi Ote of the Year has been a member for more than 45 
years. She has held most all of the offices in her chapter. Her chapter 
wrote the following:
“Our sister should be considered for National Psi Ote of the Year, because 
she truly exemplifies the purpose and beliefs of Psi Iota Xi in her thoughts 
and actions throughout her everyday life. But that is not the primary reason 
that she should be considered, because we all do that.
She is an influencer. This sister knows a lot of people and does a lot of 
things that don’t have anything to do with our chapter, but as she goes 
about doing all those other things, she does them as a Psi Ote and everyone 
knows it. So, as she interacts with others on all different levels she brings 
along her Psi Iota Xi purpose and causes others to see the importance of 
our mission influencing them to join in either as a new member or as a 
supporter in some way or another. Our Bunny Breakfast would not be 
the same without her. Private Citizens, business owners and political 
candidates donate bicycles, scooters, wagons, helmets and cash, so that 
we can “raff le” them free of any charge to children who attend. Most of 
these donations would not be made without our sister’s influence in or 
community. This influence even includes finding a place to store the 
donations until the day of the Bunny Breakfast especially this year as the 
Covid 19 situation had caused them to cancel the breakfast.  Her influence 
is our chapter’s superpower. It’s hard to say no to this woman!
She’s a connector. Because of her extensive network within our community, 
many opportunities have presented our chapter in raising funds and in 
supporting our community. Another service organization holds a weekly 
fundraising event. They need a good number of volunteers in order to 

1984	 BONNIE	SPRAKER	 Zeta	Theta	 Niles,	MI
1985	 BETTYE	MANN	 	 Epsilon	 Columbus,	IN
1986	 PAULINE	RINER	 	 Beta	Epsilon	 Mentone,	IN
1987	 MARILYN	SIDEREWICZ	 Eta	Chi	 Martinsville,	IN
1988	 MELODY	HUNT	 	 Zeta	Beta	 Anderson,	IN
1989	 SALLY	(RAGSDALE)	BURCH	 Gamma	Iota	 Shoals,	IN
1990	 LINDA	GOEDE	 	 Eta	Gamma	 Valparaiso,	IN
1991	 MARY	JANE	PARRISH	 Gamma	Kappa	 Brook,	IN
1992	 BRENDA	SLATTERY	 Theta	Kappa	 Edon,	OH
1993	 BONITA	HUNT	 	 Beta	Xi	 Crown	Point,	IN
1994	 LEANNA	POTTS		 Gamma	Iota	 Shoals,	IN
1995	 JUDY	MONTYCH	 Theta	Mu	 Battle	Creek,	MI
1996	 KENEEN		WINGET	 Eta	Delta	 Carmel,	IN
1997	 HELEN	FOX	 	 Alpha	Omega	 North	Vernon,	IN
1998	 BABETTE	HILES		 Eta	Psi	 Champaign,	IL
1999	 ALICE	ROGERS	 	 Zeta	Xi	 Madison,	IN
2000	 LINDA	BAUER	 	 Theta	Beta	 Paoli,	IN
2001	 ELIZABETH	BACKE	 Gamma	Xi	 Crawfordsville,	IN
2002	 ROSE	MARIE	ANDERSON	 Iota	Omicron	 Campbellsburg,	IN
2003	 LYNN	ANCICH	 	 Delta	Gamma	 Fort	Wayne,	IN
2004	 BARB	BARHYDT		 Eta	Xi	 Auburn,	IN
2005	 LINDA	HELDT	 	 Epsilon	 Columbus,	IN
2006	 LESLIE	MOULTON	 Eta	Iota	 Parker	City,	IN
2007	 KAREN	GRAVERSON	 Theta	Delta	 Bremen,	IN
2008	 JENNIFER	BALTUS	 Zeta	Nu	 Westport,	IN
2009	 NONDUS	CHRISTMAN	 Phi	 Huntington,	IN
2010	 PAM	GUNTERMAN	 Theta	Delta	 Bremen,	IN
2011	 JESSICA	PEARS	 	 Zeta	Theta	 Niles,	MI
2012	 MAGGIE	HORMEL	 Beta	Pi	 Cambridge	City,	IN
2013	 MARILYN	CLEARY	 Alpha	 Muncie,	IN
2014	 MARLA	MITRIONE	 Alpha	Iota	 Richmond,	IN
2015	 LORNA	TRIBBY	 	 Iota	Rho	 Odon,	IN
2016	 MARTY	KRUG	 	 Iota	Tau	 Indianapolis,	IN
2017	 JILL	ROBBINS	 	 Iota	Sigma	 St.	Joseph,	IL
2018	 JUDY	MOULTON	 Eta	Iota	 Parker	City,	IN
2019	 DOREEN	GRAVES	 Alpha	Theta	 Charlestown,	IN
2020	 ELAINE	LEAHIGH	 Alpha	Omega	 North	Vernon,	IN

PSI	OTE	OF	THE	YEAR

2020	NATIONAL	
PSI	OTE	OF	THE	YEAR

Elaine	Leahigh
Alpha	Omega,	North	Vernon,	IN
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Hoosier Art sAlon
The Hoosier Art Salon held their 95th Exhibition and Awards 
Gala on Thursday, August 1st at the Indiana State Museum. Two 
hundred and twenty five artists applied to the show and entered 
more than 570 pieces of artwork. Mrs. Janet Holcomb, wife of 
Indiana Governor Eric Holcomb, spoke during the evening with 
Indiana artists being awarded over $35,000.

The Hoosier Art Salon began in 1925 by the Daughters of the 
Indiana, a group of women who were born in Indiana but resided 
in Chicago. In 1940, with the assistance of Psi Iota Xi and other 
philanthropic organizations, the salon was moved to Indianapolis. 
The Hoosier Art Salon is a non-profit artist service organization 
whose mission is to create an appreciation of visual art by promot-
ing Indiana artists and their work.

Psi Ote members who attended were National President Pat Menge, 
National Project Chair Rhonda McNall-Crisenbery, Rae Harris, 
PNP and Barbara Mitchell, PNP. Rae and Barbara formerly served 
on the Hoosier Art Salon Board of Directors.

Pictured is Barbara Mitchell with Randal Gunyon. Mr. 
Gunyon, Horsehair Series-Undulations Primitive Fired 
Clay with Horsehair Application, received 3rd Place 3D 
— $750 award was made possible by the generosity of the 
Carmel Eta Delta Chapter of Psi Iota Xi in memory of all 
Eta Delta sisters who have passed.

VAn riper lecture series
The Van Riper Lecture was held on October 25, 2019, at Western 
Michigan University. Keynote speaker was Nidhi Mahendra, 
Ph.D., from San Jose State University. She spoke on The Aging to 
Dementia Continuum: Critical Roles for Speech-Language Pa-
thologists and Audiologists. Dr. Mahendra’s areas of expertise are 
dementia, aging, aphasia, multicultural issues in speech-language 
pathology and palliative care. National Project Chair Rhonda 
McNall-Crisenbery presented at check for $3,000 from Psi Iota Xi 
to Kathryn Hillenbrand for the continued the support of the Van 
Riper Lectures.

Project Highlights

Front row (L to R): Dr. Mahendra, Courtney Rooker (recipient of the Louella 
Bradley Scholarship), Louella Bradley (Eta Omicron, Kalamazoo), Val Aris 
(Eta Omicron, Kalamazoo) and Sandy Thompson (Eta Omicron, Kalamazoo).

Back row (L to R): Kathryn Hillenbrand, Master Faculty Specialist Dept. of 
Speech, Language and Hearing Sciences at WMU and Laura DeThorne, 
Chair and Professor of Speech, Language and Hearing Sciences at WMU.
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riley luncHeon
The Annual Riley Luncheon was held on November 21, 2019 at the 
JW Marriott, Indianapolis. The event is a wonderful celebration of 
all things Riley. Some children turn their biggest challenges into their 
greatest strengths. Each year, several special children who show courage 
and commitment to help others while navigating medical obstacles are 
selected to serve as Riley Champions. 

The 2020 Riley Champions:
• Katherine Alderfer, Winona Lake, Ind.
• Kylee Appman, Gentryville, Ind.
• Britton Helmuth, Harlan, Ind.
• Luke Jackson, Bloomington, Ind.
• Ke’Mora McMiller, Indianapolis
• Jace Randel, Wabash, Ind.
• Sir Jonathan Thompson, Indianapolis
• Addyson Wooldridge, Lafayette, Ind.

Because of donations, Riley Hospital is able to offer:
• One of the nation’s leading pediatric research 

programs, with physician-scientists investi-
gating better ways to treat childhood cancer, 
diabetes, heart defects, asthma, and many 
other illnesses.

• Spacious, family-friendly, private rooms and 
state-of-the-art facilities in the new inpatient 
wing, the Simon Family Tower

• Support from Child Life Specialists, who bring comfort and joy to hospitalized children 
• Educational opportunities for physicians and medical students to keep them informed of the newest develop-

ments in their fields
• Specialized equipment to meet the medical needs of patients
• Life-changing outdoor adventures to more than 215 children with physical disabilities who stay at Camp Riley 

each summer.

operA Auditions
PNP Susie Lewis and IN State Advisor Deedra Runyan attended the 
Indiana Metropolitan Opera Auditions at the University of India-
napolis on October 13, 2019. Twenty-five men and women competed 
for the honor to participate in the regional auditions in Chicago, IL, 
on December 7, 2019.

(L to R) The winners Victor Cardamone (tenor), Amalia Crevani (Encourage-
ment Award, soprano), Justine Burgess (baritone), John Cotton (baritone), 
Tiffany Choe (soprano), and Ricardo Ceballos de la Mora (bass).

Project Highlights

Representatives attending the luncheon from left: Mickie Hansen, National Conductress; Maureen 
"Mo" Dix, National Secretary; Lorna Tribby, Indiana State Vice President; Amber Miller, Riley 
Hospital Associations and Radiothon Coordinator; Rhonda McNall-Crisenbery, National Project 
Chair; and Taffy Day, West Central District Officer
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National Long Term Project

At Convention 2020 in Fort Wayne in August a new Long Term Project was 
recommended by the Long Term Selection Committee. It was voted on 
and approved. The project that was approved was Psi Iota Xi and Hear 
Indiana Scholarship.

Hear Indiana at the present does serve the PIX States.

The proposal was written for an endowment gift of $100,000 to 
create the Psi Iota Xi and Hear Indiana Scholarship to encourage 
first –year graduate students to commit to working with deaf and 
hard of hearing children. Our shared goal is to increase the number 

of qualified professionals in our states.  The scholarship will be open to 
audiology and speech-language pathology in all our states.

In addition to this financial award, Hear Indiana will make their professional 
expertise available to scholarship recipients. Our monies will be invested with 

the goal to make this scholarship last into perpetuity.

Since our money will come to them in increments, the financial responsibility of gaining interest will be taken 
over by the Hear Indiana Investment Committee. At the present time $10,000 has been accrued toward the 
goal. We, as chapters need to take the raising of these funds as a challenge. Some chapters have found that 
the most effective way of donating to the LTP Fund is through entering it into their budget as a line item 
each year. It can be a very small amount to whatever your chapter can handle. When we are all committed, 
there is no stopping us.

A representative from Psi Iota Xi’s National Council will be involved in the choosing of the scholarship when 
it becomes available to be given.

To measure the outcomes of this scholarship, a follow-up survey to scholarship recipients will be administered. 
The number of children ultimately served by a permanent scholarship is unquantifiable. Suffice it to say that 
thousands of children will be better equipped.

By adding Psi Iota Xi to the name of the scholarship, 
this endowment gift will increase awareness of our 
philanthropic organization among applicants, faculty 
members, and family members of recipients.

By working together, we can create equal opportunities, 
and provide equal access for children from all walks of 
life. As a result of this endowment gift, more children with 
hearing loss throughout the Midwest will have access to 
the professionals they desperately need to succeed.

Special thanks need to go to the Selection Committee for 
their time and hard work as they received grants to study 
and evaluate according to our guidelines and criteria.

Loyally,

Cathy Etzler
Past National President
LTP Selection Committee Chair

2020-2021 National President Sandy Johnson presents Naomi Horton, Hear 
Indiana CEO and member of Gamma Xi, Crawfordsville, with the first $10,000 
check towards Psi Iota Xi's $100,000 commitment.
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2019-2020 Philanthropic Contributions
Overall Donations by All Districts

It is a noble 
thing to give cheer 

to those less fortunate about 
you. Let us then be of good cheer that 

the lives of those about us may 
be enriched.

Total Spent for 
Speech & Hearing

$144,935.49

Total Spent for 
Music

$91,650.01

Total Spent for 
Literature/Literacy

$98,534.69

Total Spent for 
“Other”

$360,997.81

Total Spent for 
All Cultural

$179,816.87

Total Spent for 
Art

$88,168.86
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2019-2020 NATIONAL AWARDS
Psi Iota Xi

NATIONAL LITERATURE/LITERACY AWARDS

The National Literature/Literacy Award, which is voted on annually, allows one chapter to be drawn from 
each region to receive $1,000 to use in their community for a literature/literacy project. The chapter 
representatives from the winning chapters are shown below.

Iota Upsilon, Virtual
East Central District

(L to R) Ronda Bilz, Beatrice Pfaff, and 
National President Pat Menge

Eta Omicron, Kalamazoo, MI
Northeast District
(L to R) Val Aris

NortherN regioN

Beta Phi, Shelbyville, IN
Southeast District

(L to R) Dawn Branson and Kim Wickizer

CeNtral regioNSoutherN regioN

Northern Region
Beta Rho, Goshen, IN (NE) — Their donation went to support the diverse group of learners at Goshen Middle School, particu-
larly those with reading levels at or just above beginning reader abilities. They researched and purchased books for the school that 
are age-appropriate for middle schooler interests and that are written at a Lexile level that will help foster success, independence, 
and a love of reading.

Central Region
Gamma Alpha, Portland, IN (EC) — Their donation purchased a set of beginning level guided reading books for each of the six 
preschool programs in Jay County. They also purchased a handwriting program plus materials for the preschool at Jay County 
High School.

Southern Region
Iota Lambda, Ferdinand, IN (SW) — With the goal of spreading a love of reading, their donation purchased a book for all 830 
PreK-6th grade students in the Southeast Dubois school district. The books were to be distributed for Christmas.

UPDATE on the winners from 2019:
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Northwest DistrictNorthwest District

Rho – Angola, IN
This chapter of busy bees are available to 
help in their community...to support their 
community, sometimes even identifying 
a need. Helping out from a monetary 
standpoint; offering support by donating 
their time; generously donating from our 
own pockets when needed. Their sorority 
bonds and grows by working, eating, and 
playing together in an effort to develop 
themselves socially and comfortably in their 
community. Being out and visible is their 
goal and they are trying to do this in many 
different areas. Rho Chapter is striving to 
meet and see the need in their community 
and have lots of fun reaching out in their 
community. Rho’s motto is “Give with all 
your heart”

Alpha Eta – Bluffton, IN
This chapter of bees are busy as they promote 
our organization proudly throughout their 
community. They are actively present at 
every major event in their small town! They 
are often referred to in announcements at 
those events as the "Cheese Ball Ladies"! 
Each member of Alpha Eta’s small group 
personally donate not only their time but 
a considerable amount of monetary gifting 
to enhance the profit of each project. As a 
small group of twelve members, they try 
to focus gifting in the fields of literature, 
speech and hearing and music, they not 
only give generously to these chartable 
enterprises, but interact with them during 
the year. They are presence at their events 
not only benefit those organizations, but 
enlightens each of their members in those 
fields. By being present at these events, 
the name of Psi Iota Xi is promoted and 
they continue their personal development 
socially, morally and intellectually.

“Honeycomb” Award Winners

Chi – Brookston, IN
Beta Alpha – Flora, IN
Picking a winner was a hard thing to do for me this year. All of our chapters did the best 
they could under the circumstances. So I thought I'd look up the definition of Honeycomb 
and see if that would help. " A honeycomb is a mass of hexagonal prismatic wax cells 
built by honey bees in their nests to contain their larvae and stores of honey and pollen." 
Hmm...my first thought was well that didn't help...but then I read it again. Nope...still 
nothing so I decided to look for something else. What makes two of the Northwest District 
Chapters stand out from all of the rest? Something that goes along with the themes of 
the weekend? At the same time I was trying to figure out what I was going to wear to 
the roaring 20s party and then it hit me! We have two chapters in the Northwest District 
here today who started in the 1920s.
Since 1921 Chi and 1928 Beta Alpha chapters have been furthering charitable enterprises 
by not only studying the best art, literature and music but by helping their communities 
to do the same. 
Beta Alpha and Chi have given to the art, music and library departments of their local high 
schools. They have distinguished themselves in their communities for over 90 years with 
their 'Fair Cookies,' Cheese balls and their sorority house. Over 90 years in communities 
of less than 2000 people. 

(L to R) Kassie Arnold, Rho, Angola; Sandie Carlson, 
Northeast District Officer; Marilyn Doerr, Rho, 
Angola

As a loyal member of Psi 
Iota Xi, I believe in fur 
thering charitable enter-
prises, in studying the best 
art, literature and music, 
and in developing myself 
socially, morally and intel-
lectually. May we, with 
God’s help, advance in these 
fields of endeavor.

(L to R) Heather Mitchell, Northwest District 
Officer; Lolita McAfee and Pamela Flora, Beta 
Alpha, Flora

Northeast DistrictNortheast District

(L to R) Jennifer Bultemeir, Alpha Eta, Bluffton; 
Sandie Carlson, Northeast District Officer; Jenny 
Peterson, Alpha Eta, Bluffton

(L to R) Heather Mitchell, Northwest District 
Officer; Carla Deckard and Melanie Grumm, Chi, 
Brookston
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East Central DistrictEast Central District

Beta Tau – Frankfort, IN
This chapter sees it as their moral obligation 
to help the citizens of their county have 
exposure to as many social and intellectual 
opportunities as possible. It is important to 
their chapter that the entire community has 
the opportunity to explore art, music and 
literature without having to leave the area. 
They work tirelessly each year to support 
these endeavors!

Iota Theta – Armstrong, IL
This chapter distinguishes itself in the 
community by donating all of their project 
funds in the areas of Art, Music and Literature 
to their local schools. Last year, every 
student in Kindergarten and First Grade 
received a book for a Christmas present 
from Psi Iota Xi. In addition to these 
contributions, Iota Theta also participated in 
“Big Brother, Big Sister Bowling” , “Rang the 
Bells” for the Salvation Army and found time 
to initiate five new Psi Ote sisters!

Alpha Phi – Fortville, IN
You are receiving this award for your 
commitment to each other and your 
community. The monies contributed to 
the areas you service will benefit your 
community for years to come. The diverse 
ages in your chapter will ensure its health 
and success. Thank you for “Giving Cheer” 
through your Cheer Baskets and making 
children smile as they visit with Santa 
along with promoting reading. Thank you, 
Alpha Phi!

(L to R) Jenn Westfall and Crystal Altstadt, Alpha 
Phi, Fortville; Beth Vipond, East Central District 
Officer

West Central DistrictWest Central District For the past several years, Psi Iota 
Xi has been honoring chapters 
who are not winning National 
Awards but have distinguished 
themselves in other ways.

National President Pat Menge, 
along with your district officers, 
presented the honored chapters 
with “Honeycomb” Award Cer-
tificates.

This information was taken from 
the Pre-Convention Reports, so 
be sure to fill out all those sec-
tions on the PCR.

Read their Helicon articles to see 
what else they accomplished this 
past year.

Alpha – Muncie, IN
You are receiving this award for your 
spirit of philanthropy and support of non-
profit organizations in your community. 
By supporting students through your 
scholarship program, you are paying it 
forward while they train for the professions 
they have chosen. Your continuous support 
of Muncie has grown your numbers as a 
chapter and enabled you to be a visible, 
positive force. The commitment you have 
made to maintaining your resale store will 
ensure that it will remain on the historical 
registry and be a sound place for your 
source of revenue for many years to come. 
Thank you, Alpha!

(L to R) Mona Knight, Iota Theta, Armstrong; Taffy 
Day, West Central District Officer

(L to R) Julie Bering, Alpha, Muncie; Beth Vipond, 
East Central District Officer; Valerie Helms-Mejia, 
Alpha, Muncie

(L to R) Stacy Gephart and Samantha Leach, Beta 
Tau, Frankfort; Taffy Day, West Central District 
Officer

Bee Busy
Doing what you love to do.

Bee True
To the dreams God’s given you.

Bee Sure
To taste the sweetness of each day.

Bee Silly
Giggle lots…take off and play.

Bee Bold
Enough to trust your wings and fly.

Bee-lieve
The power of prayer will get you by.

Bee Happy
Keep your outlook bright and sunny.

Bee Yourself
You really are all honeys.
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Alpha Omega – North Vernon, IN
This chapter continues support with tried and true fundraisers while investigating new 
opportunities for fundraising so they can give more. They are also open to new and 
different causes and needs. While having to postpone their spring ladies-out night due 
to COVID-19, they will not give up!! They added two new fundraisers this year getting out 
in the community in hopes of attracting new members. This chapter is very recognizable 
in their community due to continued fundraisers for many years. Two awards are funded 
by two former Psi Iota Xi scholarship recipients.

Southeast DistrictSoutheast District

Southwest DistrictSouthwest District
Alpha Beta – Seymour, IN
This chapter shows great community 
involvement with all the local charities 
that they provide funds to such as 4-H, 
Library Summer Reading Program, Southern 
Indiana Centers for the Arts and Jackson 
County Theatre. I attended their meeting 
this past January where they were they 
increased their money donation to both 
the high school band and choir programs. 
Like many of you, they have had to cancel 
activities and I am equally sad as they had 
asked me to work a shift in their upcoming 
Oktoberfest booth serving Rueben’s and 
being a judge at their sponsored baby 
contest at the county fair.
Hardworking Bees that continue to make 
their Hive grow. I present this button award 
to Alpha Beta, Seymour.

(L to R) Terri Resler, Southwest District Officer; 
Annette Reitman and Jane Thomes, Alpha Beta, 
Seymour

Beta Pi – Cambridge City, IN
This chapter’s philanthropy helps many 
schools in the area in areas such as libraries 
and art departments. They also contribute 
to an orchestra, a community choir, and a 
high school band and choir. Many people 
(men, women, and children) look forward 
to their well-known yearly fundraisers (a 
cookie walk, a cheeseball sale, and a golf 
tournament). They proudly wear PIX team 
shirts for a softball league and a youth 
baseball league. They contribute financially 
and volunteer with the town’s food pantry, 
meals on wheels, scholarship program, 
and other various initiatives. They will soon 
celebrate their 85th anniversary. This group 
of women are known to their community as 
hard workers and commitment to bettering 
the community, and also know that they 
know how to put the FUN in FUNdraising. 
They are proud to enrich the lives of others.

Zeta Mu – Jasper, IN
This chapter supports all aspects of Psi 
Iota Xi. I was just in awe of the many items 
they listed their chapter supports in their 
community. I hate to say what caught 
my eye was their WINE/Art & Craft Fair. It 
sounded so amazing. I have also partaken 
in their Terri Lynn Nut sales and can attest 
it’s the best quality of product around. 
They also have the best activities within 
their chapter to keep Sisterhood active and 
engaged. And this chapter celebrated their 
60th year anniversary in October 2019.
Another Bee Hive full of growth and getting 
work done. I present this button award to 
Zeta Mu, Jasper.

How has your 
chapter best 

represented the 
opening verse?

How has 
your chapter 
distinguished 
itself in your 
community?

(L to R) Angie Kelley, Alpha Omega, North Vernon; 
Phyllis Cunningham, Southeast District Officer; 
Judy Watts, Alpha Omega, North Vernon

(L to R) Kathleen McGinley, Beta Pi, Cambridge 
City; Phyllis Cunningham, Southeast District 
Officer; Christy Tollett, Beta Pi, Cambridge City

(L to R) Lynn Arthur, Zeta Mu, Jasper; Terri Resler, 
Southwest District Officer
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Convention Highlights
Be of Good Cheer
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Convention Highlights
Be of Good Cheer

2019-2020 National President Pat Menge and Pi chapter, Fort Wayne, presented National Convention 2020 at the 
Grand Wayne Convention Center in Fort Wayne, IN. While convention looked a bit different this year due to the 
safety protocols in place for COVID-19, attendees were of good cheer as they participated in business meetings, 
raffles, district meetings, memorial services, and a Roaring 20s party where costumes were strongly encouraged. 
Attendees did not disappoint! As leadership acknowledged the challenges facing many chapters and their 
communities, members left inspired to try new ways of fundraising and meeting and invigorated to be of 
good cheer that the lives of those about them may be enriched.
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Convention Highlights

Convention Workshops

Be of Good Cheer
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Convention Highlights
Be of Good Cheer

2020-2021 National President Sandy Johnson with her family
(L to R) Husband David Johnson, Sandy Johnson, daughter Mary Emma Darst

2019-2020 National President Pat Menge installs 
Sandy Johnson as the incoming 2020-2021 National 
President.
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STATE ASSOCIATIONS

INDIANA
2020-2021 State Officers

President....................................Lorna.Tribby
Vice.President...................... Stacia.Bonifant
Treasurer.............................. Jennifer.Hunter
Secretary...................................... Jeanna.Ford
Project.Chairman.........................Rita.Clark
Advisor................................... Shirley.Herrick

The. theme. for. this. year.was.Service,.
Love.and.Sisters,.just.add.Covid-19.to.
that..Our.year.started.in.a.very.normal.
fashion..The.Indiana.State.Board.was.
installed. at. the. state.meeting.held. in.
Speedway,.IN,.on.April.27,.2019,.and.
our.Year.of.Service,.Love.and.Sisters.
was.on.its.way..All.members.of.the.Indi-
ana.State.Board.attended.the.National.
Convention. in.French.Lick,. Indiana..
Regular.Board.meetings.were.held.in.
September.2019.and.January.2020,.with.
all.members.in.attendance.
The.Project.Screening.Committee.met.
on.January.11,.2020..The.following.sis-
ters.served.on.the.committee:.PNP.Sara.
Overway,.Beta.Alpha,.Flora;.Debbie.

A Year of Service, 
Love and Sisters

Lorna Tribby
INDIANA STATE PRESIDENT

Iota Rho–Odon, IN

Plasterer,.Gamma.Zeta,.Ossian;.Tori.
Mankin,.Gamma.Tau,.Marion;.Leslie.
Doyle,.Alpha.Psi,.Washington;.Kim.
Wickizer,. Beta.Phi,. Shelbyville;. Jan.
Mobley,.Zeta.Epsilon,.Bargersville..The.
committee.recommended.that.$8,000.
of.our.funds.be.dispersed.to.seven.dif-
ferent. organizations. throughout. the.
state..We.also.have.$3,000.earmarked.
for.three.$1,000.Rotating.Grants..This.
brought.our.total.of.funds.available.to.
$11,000.
Due.to.the.Covid-19.outbreak.and.rules.
for.social.distancing.the.April.18,.2020.
Indiana.State.Meeting.was.postponed.
to.July.19,.2020.

Newly installed Indiana State President Lorna Tribby 
shares a few remarks with the membership.

Indiana State Advisor Shirley Herrick installs Lorna 
Tribby as Indiana's new state president.

2019-2020 Indiana State President Shirley Herrick and 2018-
2020 Kentucky State President Tammy Hinkle at the 2020 
Kentucky State Meeting in February

2020-2021 Indiana State President Lorna Tribby poses with members of Iota Rho, Odon, advertise their "PIX Life" theme for the 
2021  Indiana State Meeting.
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Kentucky State Meeting

I.am.honored.to.serve.as.the.president.of.the.
Kentucky.State.Association.of.Psi.Iota.Xi..
I.have.been.a.Psi.Ote.for.38.years.and.am.
proud.to.be.a.part.of.this.amazing.group!.
I.am.amazed.how.we.raise.funds.to.help.our.
communities.and.give.on.a.National.level.
too!.It.is.very.empowering.to.attend.con-
vention.and.hear.how.much.we.donate.as.
an.organization..We.are.thrilled.to.welcome.

KENTUCKY
2020-2022 State Officers

President..........................................Ann.Egan
Treasurer............................ Virginia.Horsley
Secretary...................................... Tania.Miles
Advisor...................................Tammy.Hinkle

Theta.Nu.Chapter.hosted. the.KSA. “Let.
Your.Heart.Shine”.Spring.Meeting,.Febru-
ary.29,.2020..A.new.chapter,.Iota.Chi.was.
installed.in.Kentucky.this.year..We.were.
very.excited.to.welcome.these.new.mem-
bers.for.their.first.state.meeting!
The.KSA.officers.who.served.for.2018-2020.
were:.President.Tammy.Hinkle,.Secretary.
Carol.Bailey,.Treasurer. Judy.Lopez. and.
Advisor.Karen.Scrogham.
We.held. a. joint. bylaw.meeting.prior. to.
our. Fall.Meeting.August. 25,. 2019..We.
approved.our.amended.KSA.bylaws.and.
standing.rules.at.our.Spring.Meeting..Chap-
ter.reports.were.given.by.Theta.Nu,.Zeta.
Iota.and.Iota.Chi.
Our.meeting.was.held. at. the.previously.
named:.Lexington.Hearing. and.Speech.
Center.(LHSC)..The.new.name.is.Hearing.
and.Speech.Center.(HSC)..Marcey.Ansley,.
Executive.Director.presented.a.demonstra-
tion,.charts.and.slides.about. the. school..
There. are. 13. classrooms. for.pre-school,.
kindergarten.and.transitional.kindergar-
ten..Only.auditory,.and.language,.hearing.
and.speaking.is.taught..Sign.language.is.
not. offered..There. are. 168. children. en-
rolled..There.were.185.children.attending.
camp.last.summer,.grades.K.through.2nd.
grade..A.program.offered:.16.sessions.of.
reading. intervention.over. a.4-weeks.pe-
riod..Other.services.are.offered.to.clients.

ranging. in.age. from.104.years. young. to.
6.months.old.. Seventy-six. counties. . are.
served.by.a.staff.of.64..
We.elected.to.set.a.goal.for.each.chapter.
to.raise.money.for.the.State.Project.Chat-
terbox,.which.is.special.language.for.use.in.
play.groups..Juanice.Gillespie.presented.a.
$600.donation.from.KSA.to.Marcey.Ansley.
for.the.HSC..
We.were.delighted.to.have.so.many.guests.
from.National.Council.and.Indiana.come.
to.our.luncheon.to.share.our.day..National.
President.Pat.Menge,.National.Vice-Presi-
dent.Sandy. Johnson,.National.Secretary.
Mo.Dix,.National.Conductress.Mickie.
Hansen,.NWDO.Heather.Mitchell,.SWDO.
Terri.Resler,.SEDO.Phyllis.Cunningham,.
NEDO.Sandie.Carlson,.ISA.President.Shir-
ley.Herrick,.Alice.Rogers.ZX,.Susie.Rob-
bins.ZX,.Cyote.Rick.Bailey.
We.were.honored.to.have.National.Presi-
dent.Pat.Menge.install.the.2020-2022.KSA.
officers..The.officers.are:.President.Ann.
Egan,. Secretary.Tania.Mills,.Treasurer.
Virginia.Horsley,. and.Advisor.Tammy.
Hinkle..The.KSA.Fall.Meeting. is.sched-
uled.for.August.22,.2020..The.Spring.Meet-
ing.is.scheduled.for.March.6,.2021.
A.short. tour.of. the. school.was.provided.
following.out.meeting..
“Let.your.heart.shine!”

Iota.Chi.to.our.State.organization..We.are.also.
proud.to.have.Sandy.Johnson,.National.Vice.
President,.and.Phyllis.Cunningham,.South-
east.District.Officer,.as.members.of.our.State.
organization.
I.have.been.married.for.34.years..Besides.
my.involvement.in.Psi.Otes,.I.also.volunteer.
with.a.local.service.dog.organization,.Paws.
with.Purpose..I.evaluate.dogs.for.placement.

Ann Egan
KENTUCKY 

STATE PRESIDENT
Zeta Iota–Louisville, KY

Kentucky State Officers (l to r): Tammy Hinkle, KSA Advisor; Virginia Horsley, Treasurer; Tania Miles, Secretary; Ann Egan, President; 
Pat Menge, National President

and.work.with.our.clients..I.teach.them.how.
to.handle.a.dog..I.love.watching.our.clients.
and.dogs.bond.and.learn.to.trust.each.other.
as.a.team..Our.dogs.give.our.clients.uncon-
ditional.love.and.independence..I.am.look-
ing.forward.to.the.coming.year.and.hope.
you.will.join.us.for.convention,.2021,.in.Lou-
isville,.Kentucky.
–.Ann.Egan

National Conductress Mickie Hansen and Southeast District 
Officer Phyllis Cunningham
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CONVENTION INVITATIONS

Convention 2021
Louisville, KY
The Brown Hotel

Hosted by Zeta Iota, Louisville, KY

Zeta Gamma, Fort Branch, IN, invites all 
Psi Otes to attend the 2023 Convention at 
Double Tree by Hilton in Evansville, IN, on 
June 23-25, 2023. 

Convention 2023
Evansville, IN

Double Tree by Hilton
Hosted by Zeta Gamma, Fort Branch, IN

Convention 2022
Muncie, IN

Muncie Convention Center
Hosted by Zeta Tau, Milroy, IN

Join Zeta Tau of Milroy, IN, to celebrate a big 
anniversary in 2022. The convention theme 
is “Psi Iota Xi: 125 Years of People, Purpose, 
and Passion” and will take place at the Muncie 
Convention Center on June 24-26, 2022.

Ya’ll get your derby hats ready and come 
on down to the Bluegrass State! Zeta Iota, 
Louisville, KY, invites all Psi Otes to attend 
the 2021 Convention at the beautiful 
Brown Hotel in Louisville, KY, on June 25-
27, 2021. The convention theme is “The 
Many Hats of of Our Derby Sisters.”
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NORTHEAST DISTRICT CHAPTERS:
Pi, Fort Wayne, IN ...............................................1919
Rho, Angola, IN ...................................................1916
Phi, Huntington, IN ............................................1920
Alpha Delta, Decatur, IN ....................................1922
Alpha Eta, Bluffton, IN .......................................1923
Alpha Rho, Garrett, IN ........................................1926
Beta Epsilon, Mentone, IN .................................1929
Beta Rho, Goshen, IN. ........................................1935
Gamma Zeta, Ossian, IN ....................................1945
Zeta Theta, Niles, MI...........................................1959
Eta Zeta, Nappanee, IN ......................................1967
Eta Omicron, Kalamazoo, MI .............................1969
Eta Sigma, Grand Rapids, MI .............................1970
Theta Theta, Fort Wayne, IN ..............................1971
Theta Kappa, Edon, OH ......................................1972
Theta Tau, Midland, MI ......................................1974

ORTHEAST DISTRICT

It seems like yesterday that I was taking on the 
office of Northeast District Officer but I am now 
completing my second year. This has been a tre-
mendous experience and I have met many wonder-
ful Psi Otes. 

To say that this year has been challenging would be 
an understatement. Our chapters have taken a hard 
hit on their fundraisers and philanthropic events. 
I feel that this is an opportunity for our Psi Iota Xi 
to make some long-lasting and important changes 
for our future. There is much to be learned from 
these challenging times that we can use to become 
better stewards of our time, talents and treasures 
for our communities.

Total Community Outreach .....................................................................$ 138,950
Total Speech and Hearing .......................................................................$ 21,699
Total Music ..................................................................................................$ 20,728
Total Fine Arts .............................................................................................$ 13,326
Total Literature/Literacy ...........................................................................$ 9,753

16
Chapters

281
Members

Everyone has a great deal of stress in their lives so 
let’s make sure that we care for each other. Check 
in with loved ones to be sure they are doing well 
and remain healthy. As we go forward, we may 
need to focus on supporting our community dif-
ferently than in the past. If we cannot have our 
fundraisers, we will need to review our projects 
to see what we have to give to and wait on the rest.  
Focus more on volunteering or maybe work with 
another nearby chapter to do online fundraising. 
Let’s not look at what we can’t do but what can we 
do to make a difference.

As I begin my third year as Northeast District Offi-
cer and Senior DO, I plan on visiting more chapters 
in my district, either in person or on Zoom. It is 
a rewarding experience to see how each chapter 
gives to their communities. I would like to thank 
my chapter, Theta Kappa, for their support they 
have given me.

Sandie Carlson
DISTRICT OFFICER
Theta Kappa–Edon, OH
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PI
Fort Wayne, Indiana

31 Members
2nd and 4th Monday

August 9, 1919
Slate of Officers: Lynn Antisdel and Christy 
Blake, Co-Presidents; Lane Ross, Treasurer; 
Janet Sagstetterl, Recording Secretary; Pat 
Menge, Corresponding Secretary
Social Activities: Even though we’ve been 
working hard on National Convention 2020, 
we have found time to socialize, too. We had a 
wonderful Christmas gathering and meeting at 
Mary Diskey’s home and were joined by North-
east District Officer, Sandie Carlson. We took 
the opportunity to take a group picture since 
most of our members were at the gathering.
Chapter News: No new members initiated 
this year
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: New proj-
ect – This year we sold holiday greenery. We 
coordinated with our sister Fort Wayne chap-
ter, Theta Theta, to make sure that we weren’t 
infringing on their fundraiser as they have sold 
greenery for several years. This proved to be a 
successful first time fundraiser and we antici-
pate continuing in future years.
We held our 2nd Wine Tasting and Dinner at 
Club Soda, where we learned about different 
wines as they were paired with different courses 
of our delicious dinner.
Garage sale – The COVID-19 stay-at-home 
order shut down our annual garage sale this 
year. Undaunted, we are still collecting mer-
chandise for a rescheduled garage sale. This is 
a good fundraiser for us and we always have 
plenty to sell.

RHO
Angola, Indiana
29 Members
First Monday
June 16, 1916

Slate of Officers: Laura Taylor, President; 
Kassie Beck, Vice President; Nancy McBride, 
Recording Secretary; Lynn Chandler, Trea-
surer; Jenny Sanborn, Corresponding Secre-
tary; Donna Brown, Conductress; Julie Clary, 
Advisor
Social Activities: We started our year off with a 
social and business meeting where we carried in 
salads and desserts. After the summer break this 
was a welcome opportunity to catch up with our 
sisters. Roll call is always a great time to learn 
interesting information about each sister as we 
answer an inquiring question when called. The 
Christmas party is always the highlight of our 
year. This year we all brought a gift and played 

Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Our 43rd 
annual Forks of the Wabash Pioneer Festival 
was held in September. This festival, along 
with the selling of cheeseballs in October, is our 
main source of raising funds to give back to the 
community. We have inactive members return 
and college students who have been awarded 
scholarships help at these two events. We also 
decorated a Christmas tree at the annual Forks 
of the Wabash Christmas Tree Festival for the 
13th year. Once again, this Christmas we ad-
opted 3 local families to buy Christmas gifts 
for, and we turned in our gifts at our Christmas 
Party meeting. In April, our scholarship com-
mittee met and awarded area college students 
with scholarships to help make their further 
education successful. In February, we held our 
9th annual story and craft time at a local library. 
We also began collecting canned goods at each 
meeting throughout the year to be donated to 
Love Inc., a local organization.

ALPHA DELTA
Decatur, Indiana

8 Members
Fourth Tuesday
May 23, 1922

Slate of Officers: Abby Dyer, President; Jean 
Porter Brune, Vice President; Kelly Drake, 
Recording Secretary; Lisa Kiess, Correspond-
ing Secretary; Nan Nidlinger, Treasurer; Kim 
Brune, Conductress
Social Activities: We started each meeting this 
year with a craft led by our President. The proj-
ects were simple yet very satisfying. We enjoyed 
this time together very much. Roll call was 
completed with each member offering Happy 
Bucks or Quarter Complaints in a jar. Much 
laughter and commiserations accompanied 
this. We attended a Pampered Chef party and 
asked guests to attend. This was a successful 
event and we were joined by our special guest, 
Sandie Carlson, our NE District Officer. In 
December, members met at a local coffee shop 
followed by a visit to a craft show. A Christmas 
party was hosted at the home of our President 
and a lovely meal was enjoyed by all.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: We met in 
November to make cheeseballs for our main 
fundraiser. We also plan to sell T-shirts. These 
projects will fund our many charitable endeav-
ors such as Operation Help, Community and 
Family Services, The Crisis Shelter, and Deca-
tur’s Got Talent. We held a baby shower for The 
Hope Clinic and donated diapers, outfits, and 
healthy baby items. As in the past, we sponsored 
scholarships for local students pursuing degrees 
related to our outreach.

ALPHA ETA
Bluffton, Indiana
12 Members

Second Monday
October 19, 1923

Alpha Eta enjoyed another great year! Our 
fundraisers included making 850-900 cheese-
balls in Sept. with the help of all our members 
and several volunteers, and selling flower cards 
at a local florist. Our basket bingo had to be 
postponed due to Covid 19. We hope to re-
schedule it later this year. We contributed to 
several organizations in our community. Those 
include Wells Community Theatre, Family 

the left-right game which was enjoyed by all. 
Unfortunately due to Covid-19 our socials have 
been interrupted but thankfully emails have 
become our new “normal” for keeping in touch.
Chapter News: As one of the oldest chapters in 
NE Indiana, Rho continues to serve our com-
munities and form strong bonds among our 
sisters. Secret Sis continues to be a much looked 
for social activity at the close of our meetings. It 
is with heavy hearts that we say goodbye to the 
following sisters that have passed: Alice Sirk, 
Deb Smathers, Pat Martin, Mary Douglas, and 
Patricia Sue Summers. As we close this year we 
look forward to 2020-2021 with joyful hearts 
as we continue to bring cheer to those less 
fortunate about us.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Cotton rag 
collection and Angola-poly sales have contin-
ued. The walking taco stand during The Cruise 
to the Monument was a huge success, selling out 
within two hours! Rho is busy planning for our 
new fundraising venture, designer purse bingo, 
which will be held in October.
The sisters of Rho chapter have been very 
charitable this year. A mural was donated to a 
local elementary school promoting outstand-
ing character. Books signed by author Patricia 
Polacco were donated to three local libraries. 
At Christmas, gifts were donated to the toy 
room at Riley Children’s Hospital. Scholarships 
were given to two high school students for a 
European music opportunity this summer. 162 
hours were donated to The Furth Center usher-
ing for concerts. Patriot Pops concert, Indiana 
Deaf Camp, P.A.W.S. With A Cause, Turning 
Point Homeless Shelter, Well Child Clinic, and 
Lake James Christian Family Camp for Deaf all 
received monies as well.

PHI
Huntington, Indiana

23 Members
First Monday
July 26, 1920

Slate of Officers: Bethany Stoffel, President; 
Heather Clampitt, Vice President; Rebecca 
Livingston, Recording Secretary; Judy John-
son, Treasurer; Stefanie Crawford, Corre-
sponding Secretary; Lori Satchwill, Pioneer 
Festival Treasurer; Kay Stine, Conductress; 
Amanda Stephenson, Advisor
Social Activities: We had another great and 
successful year. Our first few months always 
seem very busy as we have our two big fund-
raisers all before November. In December, we 
enjoyed a Christmas party at a member’s house 
where we had a fun time playing games and par-
ticipating in a gift exchange. In March, several 
sorority members got together to participate in 
an escape room for a social event. Luckily, we 
made it out in record time!
Chapter News: This year we accepted two new 
members. We also honored our PIX Sister of the 
Year, Rebecca Livingston, for all her hard work 
and dedication to the sorority. She voluntarily 
stepped up to fulfill many roles throughout the 
year, including recording secretary and cheese-
ball co-chair. Rebecca did all this with a posi-
tive attitude and great enthusiasm. As this year 
comes to a close, we look forward to another 
busy and rewarding year sharing friendship, 
laughter, and service for our community!

Pi chapter at their annual Christmas gathering
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the Junior and Senior High National Honor 
Society initiations including refreshments and 
a rose for all participants. The annual City of 
Garrett Easter celebration including an egg 
hunt, goody bags and drawings for prizes was 
organized for April 13. Unfortunately due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic that event was canceled 
and donated prizes are being stored for next 
year’s party.
Fundraisers enable our chapter to make many 
donations, including a $500 scholarship for a 
graduating senior, cleaning wipes and hand 
sanitizer to the Fine Arts teachers at the local 
school, crayons to K.A.R.E., and a donation 
to the Community Care Food Pantry. A new 
fundraiser was rolled out in September—serv-
ing ribs furnished by Miller’s Market and add-
ing our own baked potatoes and desserts. In 
November we made 900 of our always popular 
homemade cheeseballs and delivered most of 
them the same day. Cake roll orders, also deliv-
ered in November, netted a profit of $1200. An-
other cake roll order was placed in the Spring; 
unfortunately, the week they were scheduled 
to be delivered the pandemic forced a “stay at 
home” order in Indiana. After much delibera-
tion we decided to return our orders and hope 
to have a “pop-up sale” when our state is again 
open for business.

BETA EPSILON
Mentone, Indiana

18 members
First Tuesday

September 7, 1929
Slate of Officers: Angie Burkhart, President; 
Debi McFadden, Vice President; Jill Gross, Re-
cording Secretary; Marsha Scott, Treasurer; 
Betsy Schlemmer, Corresponding Secretary; 
Sherrill Hamman, Conductress; Jayne Bru-
netto, Advisor
Social Activities: Our annual social activities 
included an October cookout with the officers 
providing the dinner fare and a May carry-in 
dinner with non-officers preparing the meal. 
Other social activities included an evening of 
candle making (with wine and appetizers add-
ing to the fun) in a sister’s workshop, and then 
we enjoyed a rousing evening of bingo at our 
local Bell Aircraft Museum with two sisters win-
ning! In addition, the social we most anticipate 
is the annual Christmas dinner which is hosted 
by sister, Jo Gamble, in her beautiful home. 
Each of us donated a toy to our local food bank. 
Then, we were served a scrumptious dinner in 
a most elegant fashion as maitre’ds, donned in 
bow ties and cummerbunds, seated and waited 
on us all evening. Spoiled? Yes! And we loved 
every minute.
Chapter News: In June, we initiated one delight-
ful new member, Marcia Whitaker. However, 
we were saddened when three of our beloved 
members chose to become inactive. Because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, we voted to cancel our 
March and April meetings. We recently voted to 
move our May 5 meeting to a date later in the 
month. Needless to say, we MISS each other and 
the ability to contribute to our philanthropic en-
deavors. In a brighter vein, some sisters managed 
to travel the world in the fall, precious grandba-
bies were born and our own Caroline Day was 
named Tippecanoe Valley School Corporation 
Teacher of the Year. In closing, we look with hope 
to a safer world and a new sense of fulfillment 
and normalcy.

Centered Services, CAC Music on the Patio, 
Creative Arts Council, YMCA Dream Team, 
Wells County Library’s summer reading pro-
gram, Wells County Historical Society, three 
$1,000 high school scholarships (one in each 
of our Wells County high schools), and in 
December we hosted a Christmas wreath deco-
rating event at CAC. This year we sponsored 
two ladies for Speech & Hearing Training. We 
also sponsored a local senior girl towards her 
trip with the Indiana Ambassadors of Music. 
We are a very busy group of Psi Ote sisters and 
truly enjoy one another while we strive to help 
out our community.

ALPHA RHO
Garrett, Indiana
14 Members
First Monday
August 1926

Slate of Officers: Stacey Sweet, President; 
Jan Merrill, Vice President; Marilyn Leon, 
Recording Secretary; Cynthia Streicher, Cor-
responding Secretary; Melissa Crabill, Trea-
surer; Rhonda Isham, Conductress
Social Activities: On June 3, 2019, numerous 
active and honorary members of Alpha Rho 
and the former Auburn chapter Eta Xi gathered 
at the Auburn City Steakhouse to celebrate two 
outstanding women, Sharon Hummer and 
Cathy Smith along with their family members. 
They were honored for serving as members 
of Psi Iota Xi for 50 years during which each 
held a number of offices. In December active 
and honorary members met at T&R Junction 
in Garrett for our annual Christmas party, 
including dinner and a mystery gift exchange.
Chapter News: Our annual literary meeting 
was held at Praying Wives and Mothers, located 
in downtown Garrett. We were introduced 
to the efforts of this women’s group and also 
the Burns’ family ministry of Blessed Portion, 
meeting the spiritual and tangible needs of the 
homeless.
The pandemic has changed every one of our 
lives, and adapting to those changes daily are 
challenging. We did not have our monthly 
meeting in April; however, the officers success-
fully arranged our first meeting via video chat 
on Facebook Messenger. Indiana is opening up 
business in stages; therefore, at this time we are 
unsure if officer installations will take place in 
person or via video chat/Zoom.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: St. Martins 
Healthcare, a local clothes closet, is an ongoing 
recipient of monthly donations from members, 
including blankets and pillows, toilet paper, 
shampoo and deodorant, feminine products 
and diapers, and toothpaste and toothbrushes. 
Another monthly donation is baskets filled with 
books, crayons, color books, and other learning 
activities to the local Head Start program. Alpha 
Rho sponsored a local child for a week at the 
Children’s Deaf Camp. He enjoyed the experi-
ence so much that we have arranged for him to 
attend again in 2020. In November we had a fun 
auction of Christmas items each member do-
nated to raise money for our annual Christmas 
Adopt-a-Family. In February homemade valen-
tines were donated to Miller’s Nursing Home. 
Hot chocolate and cookies were donated to the 
Garrett Public Library’s annual “Good Night 
Garrett” in March. Our chapter assisted with 

Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: This year 
we made many monetary donations. Included 
in these were gifts to Ronald McDonald House 
and Indiana Deaf Camp. Locally, we presented 
scholarships to two Tippecanoe Valley High 
School graduates. Sophie Bussard is attending 
Southeast Missouri State pursuing a degree in 
speech and hearing pathology, and Kylee Mas-
terson is attending Columbia College, Chicago. 
Other donations included monies to Tippeca-
noe Valley Special Needs Department for two 
hearing devices, the Bell Aircraft Museum, 
and our school corporation’s families in need 
at Christmas. We also donated cheeseballs to 
Helping Hands and sponsored two golf holes 
in honor of two sisters’ family members. Our 
fundraisers are profitable and enjoyable. We 
maintain our reputation as the “Sandwich La-
dies” selling food at Tippecanoe Valley football 
and basketball home games. We grill hamburg-
ers, brats, and jumbo and regular hotdogs, 
and offer chili during cooler evenings. We also 
include pizza slices on the menu during basket-
ball season. Our cheeseballs are sold to family 
and friends and are also sold at craft fairs and 
bazaars in the area. Finally, we partnered with 
the Atwood Lions Club selling our chapter’s 
homemade desserts and cookies.

BETA RHO
Goshen, Indiana
11 members

Second Thursday
January 18, 1935

Slate of Officers: Nicole Cross, President; Amy 
Welling, Vice President; Angel Linville, Re-

Beta Epsilon Christmas Party at hostess Jo Gamble’s 
house

Tippecanoe Valley School Corporation Teacher of the 
Year – Caroline Day (dressed as Mary Poppins)
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cording Secretary; Christy Cordell, Treasurer; 
Leslie Rodgers-Buck, Corresponding Secre-
tary; Pat Geiser, Conductress/Historian
Social Activities: This year we decided to hold 
an activity each month before the meeting got 
started. The social activities really brought us 
closer and we had tons of laughs doing them. 
One month, we painted wine glasses and found 
we have some really great artists in our group. In 
September, we had a professional Salsa dancer 
come and teach us some dance moves. Profes-
sional dancing is not in our future, but for a 
short time that evening we thought we might 
have a chance.
Chapter News: This has been a year of chal-
lenges for our group, but we consider ourselves 
blessed as we look forward to growing as sisters 
in our community. We felt like our group was 
pruned back so we can bloom in the coming 
years.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: We contin-
ue our partnership with special need children 
in our local schools, which is dear to all of our 
hearts. A few activities have had to be post-
poned, such as Founder’s Day, but we have a 
date already rescheduled to make sure we get to 
celebrate sisterhood. Our spring fundraiser had 
to be postponed also, but it will be rescheduled 
in the fall. Hopefully in the future months we 
can participate and stay safe and healthy.

GAMMA ZETA
Ossian, Indiana
10 Members
Third Monday
March 17, 1945

Slate of Officers: Kathleen Clark, President; 
Carolyn Johnson, Secretary; Jeannette Dickey, 
Treasurer; Jeani Klaus, Conductress; Joan 
Furey, Cheer and Publicity
Social Activities: Although the fundraiser proj-
ects entail many hours of hard work, we also 
have our play times. One meeting was a swim 
party, another was a pajama party, and another 
was a Hawaiian theme. We also must answer 
the role call with things like favorite vacation, 
favorite food for Thanksgiving, etc. For such 
a small group we still have a lot to learn about 
each other! We had four sisters attend the con-
vention at French Lick and learned many new 
things that we are starting to implement.
Chapter News: As all the other chapters have 
found, this has been a challenging and thought-
provoking year. We not only try to protect 
our families; we are all trying to be diligent 
in nurturing our sisters and our community. 
Membership growth is a challenge, but this 
year we are working on making things better 
and exciting to stimulate growth and pride. This 
year is our 75th anniversary. We were planning 
to celebrate in April, but due to the quarantine 
we have postponed this event. The amphithe-
ater being built at the Archbold-Wilson Park 
will hopefully be completed enough that we 
could have a celebration with the community 
later this summer.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: In October 
we held our annual Baskets and Bags Bingo. We 
have profited a total of $41,765.95 since 2004. 
Also, in October, we gathered at the Lighted 
Garden and made over 700 cheeseballs. This 
has been a favorite of the community. People 
start asking about them late in the summer. 

We give a scholarship (sometimes 2) to college 
students that have completed 2 years of college 
and are studying fine arts. At Christmas time 
we collect socks, winter hats, and mittens for 
children in Wells County. We donate to the Fort 
Wayne Philharmonic and the Norwell Show 
Choir. We have sponsored the same mentally 
challenged adult since 1959! She looks forward 
to our visits and always wants us to come back 
more frequently. We are continuing to find 
ways to become more widely known in the 
community, like volunteering at local drama 
events and ushering at the show choir events 
at the local high school. With all the quarantine 
and social distancing causing all those events to 
postpone or cancel this year, we have not been 
able to follow through on some of these. We will 
do it in the following years! We have looked at 
trying some new projects for the coming year, 
and have had some surprising suggestions, 
watch for this next year!

ZETA THETA
Niles, Michigan
15 Members

Second Wednesday
February 14, 1959

Slate of Officers: Tricia Bookout, President; 
Debbie Bookout, Vice President; Annette 
Beck, Adviser; Heather Mitchell, Recording 
Secretary; RaeAnne Martinez, Correspond-
ing Secretary; Lesley Bookout, Treasurer; 
Cheri Hallwood, Conductress & Membership 
Chair; Joni Flynn, Newsletter/Internet Cor-
respondent
Social Activities: We started off 2019-2020 pre-
paring for our year by having a salad supper. We 
planned and discussed the final preparations of 
our biggest fundraiser, our 47th Annual Psi Iota 
Xi Arts and Crafts Fair at the Four Flags Area 
Apple Festival. We put together all the infor-
mation to give to the crafters when they were 
arriving to set up their booths that included the 
application for the following year, location of 
their booths and the fun weekend activities. We 
had our annual Christmas dinner at Fat Cams 
in Edwardsburg, Michigan, where we had our 
annual sock gift exchange which is a belly full of 
laughs every year. We hosted our 16th Annual 
Hunter Ice Festival Warming Center which is 
generously donated by Ultra Camp and brought 
in over 5,000 people to enjoy hot chocolate, 
cookies, arts and crafts, face painting, rock 
wall climbing and a foam pit for all the kids 
to play in and warm up. We conducted our 
annual member tea this year at Apothic Tea in 
Niles, Michigan. We had three honorary guest 
Beth Keneey (PNP), Brenda Bonner (PNP), 
and Sandie Carlson (NO Northeast District) 
attend our tea and give a little history of the 
sorority and their duties throughtout the years 
of being members. It was a great time with lots 
of great ladies, tea and biscuits. We added three 
new members in the spring, Barb Burge, Molly 
Syson & Lee Wells, and they are a great addition 
to our group.
Chapter News: We celebrated out 61st an-
niversary in February. We celebrated with a 
lovely cake and took the time to slow down for a 
moment and enjoy all that we are. We have had 
a wonderful year and look forward to another 
great fun filled one with lots of love, laughter 
and helping each other out in our little group 
and in the communities in which we live within. 

Living with the motto “bee of good cheer” each 
and everyday.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Our biggest 
fundraiser is the Psi Iota Xi Arts and Crafts Fair 
at the Four Flags Area Apple Festival Grounds, 
where we are in charge of the craft area and 
making sure the craft portion of the event runs 
smoothly. We are still selling our amazing sweet 
and spicy pickles at four events. The Apple 
Festival Arts and Craft Show, the craft show at 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Niles, Michigan, 
Corpus Christi School in South Bend, Indiana, 
and Hope Community Church in Niles, Michi-
gan. We added cheese balls to our fundraising 
this year and they sold out very quickly. We 
look forward to selling many more next year.
We sponsor an art, literature or music scholar-
ship every year for a senior going into one of 
the above fields. We sponsored the Hunter Ice 
Festival warming center at the Ultra Camp 
building. We sponsored the local Family Art 
Day at the Riverfront Park in downtown Niles, 
where families could come and spend the day 
creating art pieces, from creating t-shirts, spin-
ning paint onto a vinyl records, splatter paint-
ing, and water color painting. We sponsored 
a Movie in the Park downtown. This year’s 
movie was Minions. We helped with sponsor-
ing weekly concerts at the pavilion in the park. 
We sponsored two families for Christmas again 
this year. We were able to provide clothes, 
coloring books, movies, and toys for the kids, 
along with a food basket donated from Shelton’s 
Market, gift cards for a Christmas dinner, and 
gift cards for hair cuts and pizza. We also pro-
vided Christmas decorations and essentials for 
the parents. One of the families this year had 
a newborn that had been born premature and 
had serious health issues but was doing very 
well. The parents had to live at the hospital dur-
ing Christmas while their other children were 
living separately. Our donation of gifts helped 
the family in so many ways, and they were very 
grateful of our generosity.

ETA ZETA
Nappanee, Indiana

20 Members
Second Thursday

May 7, 1967
Slate of Officers: Anna Huff, President; Marie 
Kinney, Vice President; Carla Hand, Record-
ing Secretary; Dawn Wise, Treasurer; Staci 
Flickinger, Corresponding Secretary; Tonya 
Beehler, Project Chair; Pam Lechlitner, Ad-
visor
Social Activities: Carry-in meal—last meeting 
of year; Christmas Breakfast
Chapter News: Sandy Toney—Alumni mem-
ber passed away
Two members left chapter, one due to job and 
the other family obligations
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Biggest 
fundraiser of the year was in November—
House of Holly and Sell/Make Cheeseballs
Donations: Boys & Girls Club, scholarship, me-
morial fund, preschool, black cat ball, gift cards 
to family at Christmas, wrapping paper and 
gift bags to Christmas Jubilee, family suicide 
(gave money to a family that lost their child to 
suicide), Nappanee Mental Health Task Force, 
and geranium sale in May
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Volunteer: Nappanee Apple Festival in Sep-
tember, Feed My Starving Children through 
Nappanee Missionary Church in November, 
Christmas Jubilee in December for Family 
Christian Development Center, and Parade for 
Miracles on Main & Market Street in December

ETA OMICRON
Kalamazoo, Michigan

17 Members
First & Third Wednesday

April 27, 1969
Slate of Officers: Val Aris, President; Brenda 
Orwig, Vice President; Kim Rusk, Recording 
Secretary; Brenda Orwig, Corresponding Sec-
retary; Sandy Thompson, Treasurer; Cheryl 
McKee, Conductress
Social Activities: In June, two of our members 
enjoyed attending the National Convention in 
French Lick, and made many new acquain-
tances. After a brief summer break, we started 
the fall out with several of our social meetings at 
members’ homes sharing delicious food, catch-
ing up, and making items for our fundraisers 
and philanthropic outreach. In October, several 
attended the Van Riper Lecture Series held at 
Western Michigan University (WMU) where 
our Lou Bradley Scholarship was presented 
to Courtney, a Speech Language Pathology 
student. Special guests were National Presi-
dent Pat Menge and National Project Chair 
Rhonda McNall-Crisenbery. In December, our 
Christmas potluck was a joyful event with the 
initiation of two new sisters to our chapter, Amy 
Henner and Natalie Isham.
Chapter News: During the winter months 
(Jan-Apr), we host braille Bingo at the Michigan 
Rehabilitation Center for the Blind, often with 
help from WMU students that are a part of their 
NSSLHA chapter. In January, our sister Heather 
expanded her family to welcome their daughter, 
Calli Mae Hudson.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: During 
the fall, we continued with our cheese ball and 
poinsettia fundraisers. We were excited to sell 
our very last cheese balls at our very last booth 
sale! During some of our social meetings, we 
were able to make fleece blankets for Lydia’s 
Blankets, a charity which donates the blankets 
to patients at our local hospital. To highlight a 
few other organizations we shared our chari-
table spirit with were Portage Community 
Center (donating Thanksgiving and Christmas 
baskets), Western Michigan Seita Students (a 
student welcome basket, snacks for holiday 
breaks, and Valentine’s Day suckers), SPCA (pet 
food and supplies), and Ministry With Com-
munity (underwear and socks). In the spring, 
we held our first two-day, yard sale fundraiser 
for Constance Brown Hearing Centers. It was 
a great opportunity to “clean house” for many 
individuals.

By the end of October or early November we’re 
gearing up for our biggest fundraiser, making 
cheese balls. They had become so popular that 
we no longer needed to go through the expense 
of paying for or transporting them to craft fairs. 
As a matter of fact for the last couple of years 
they all sold before Thanksgiving! We would 
not be able to achieve this feat without the huge 
amount of help we get from our many Honor-
ary Retired members.
Also, during the holiday season we sell Koeze 
nuts and candy products and almond pastry 
bankets. For Christmas we bought gifts and 
helped wrap them along with many other ones 
that were donated for Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
Services. Earlier in the year DHHS offered our 
PIX chapter an opportunity to set up a display 
table at their fundraising auction event which 
offered exposure for us and showed our sup-
port for them.
January and February are a couple of slow 
months for us. We just keep our fingers crossed 
that we can gather for our meetings in spite of 
the weather.
At our March meeting our philanthropic com-
mittee presents to the rest of the chapter their 
project proposal ideas. Our group respects 
the thoughtfulness, time, and hard work this 
committee puts in to ensure that our hard-
earned monies are spent wisely and emulate 
the mission of Psi Iota Xi. Some of the other 
charities we give to are Children’s Advocacy 
Center, Paws With A Cause, Arts in Motion, 
Calvin College’s speech clinic, Camp Shout 
Out, and Comprehensive Therapy Center. In 
addition to financial donations, our members 
contribute many volunteer hours to help meet 
cultural, educational, and social needs in our 
communities.
Even though our active membership numbers 
may be getting smaller, we’re still a tight-knit 
group of women that love and care for one 
another.

THETA THETA
Fort Wayne, Indiana

22 Members
Second Tuesday

September 10, 1971
Slate of Officers: Rhonda McNall-Crisen-
bery and Becca Neild, Co-Presidents; Cheri 
Duncan, Vice President; Cathy Gamez, Cor-
responding Secretary; Connie Frederick, Re-
cording Secretary; Sue Murphy, Treasurer; 
Claire Winfree, Conductress; Dee Burkhalter, 
Advisor
The sisters at Theta Theta celebrated its 47th 
year. We had an exciting year. We are a fortunate 
chapter, having devoted and caring members 
that meet the needs of our community and our 
fellow Psi Ote sisters.
This was our last year at the Johnny Appleseed 
festival. This was an extremely hard decision 
to make for us, but we feel the need to venture 
out and try a different endeavor. We tried our 
hand at a designer purse bingo and raffled off 
some baskets; that went well. We will be con-
tinuing with this fundraiser for the foreseeable 
future. Our other fundraisers include Christmas 
Greens and our Style show (which was post-
poned due to the coronavirus).
The proceeds from all our fundraising efforts 

ETA SIGMA
Grand Rapids, Michigan

9 Members
Second Monday
May 23, 1970

Slate of Officers: Karen Snide, President; 
Pat Leonard, Vice President/Corresponding 
Secretary; Marty Gregorski, Recording Secre-
tary; Char Holcomb, Treasurer; Mary Bremer, 
Conductress/Advisor
Our Eta Sigma sisters ended the year by attend-
ing the annual spring gathering of Michigan 
PIX chapters in April. Eta Omicron, Kalama-
zoo, hosted the event and chose as their Love 
Gift recipient a scholarship program that sup-
ports students who have transitioned from 
foster care to Western Michigan University.
That same month our local members were 
invited to both a fundraising luncheon as well 
as a dinner in the fall for Girls Choral Academy 
which provides an opportunity for young girls 
to learn leadership skills and to grow their 
self-confidence through the magic of music. 
We were pleased to see our donation double 
because of a matching funds campaign some-
one offered to them.
We socialize before our meetings in May and 
September with a potluck, and then in De-
cember we treat ourselves to dinner at Pietro’s 
Italian Restaurant. This is also the venue where 
the owner so graciously lets us use his equip-
ment and facility to mix, assemble, and store 
our cheese balls.
One of our many fundraisers is staffing a Parade 
Home in the spring and fall which allows us to 
advertise our organization with our chapter 
pamphlets and wearing PIX paraphernalia. 
The month of June finds us looking forward 
to our annual cookout at one of our members’ 
homes and sending at least two of our sisters to 
convention. For the past few years in October 
we have hosted and sponsored a fundraising 
table at a banquet for Master Arts Theatre. We 
have enjoyed many plays in their quaint little 
building.

Above: An evening of fellowship and tying blankets for 
Lydia’s Blankets by Eta Omicron sisters
Below: Eta Omicron charter member Louella Bradley with 
Courtney, the 2019 winner of the Lou Bradley Scholarship 

Christmas basket for Portage Community Center
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helped 24 different organizations such as PFW 
Communications Sciences and Disorders, Blue 
Star Connections, Life Adult Day Academy, and 
Literacy Alliance just to name a few.
We also volunteer hours in our community at 
PFW Rhinehardt concert hall, Arts United, 
Turnstone and many others. As a group, we also 
give donations that are gathered at our monthly 
meetings to various charities in our community.
At our April Zoom meeting we awarded Sue 
Murphy the Psi Ote of the Year award for all 
her outstanding work and commitment to 
our organization. Our 2020-2021 officers were 
installed, and we look forward to another pro-
ductive year supporting our community and 
growing our chapter.

THETA KAPPA
Edon, Ohio
18 Members

Second Monday
March 5, 1972

Slate of Officers: Angie Runyan, President; 
Heather Sheline, Vice President; Sandie 
Carlson, Treasurer; Tracy Aldrich, Record-
ing and Corresponding Secretary; Pat Bri-
gle, Conductress; Jamie Schaffter, Advisor
Social Activities: As we close on our 48th year 
as a chapter, we can enjoy a feeling of pride 
that we have again successfully kept the values 
of PIX going strong in our small community. 
Social activities are always a nice reward for the 
hard work put in at our meetings and events. 
Our formal monthly meetings are held at the 
local library, which minimizes stress or obliga-
tion to host meetings, but don’t be surprised 
when I say we still occasionally wander off 
agenda and turn our meetings into mini social 
events! Most of us never thought we would be 
attending a meeting online, but we did attend 
one like that this year because of COVID-19. In 
December, we celebrated the Christmas season 
together at our local arts business, Mudsock 
Glass, making glass Christmas ornaments. We 
then had dinner catered at one of our other local 
businesses, The Event Lodge. Our wonderful 
dinner was followed by a creative gift card ex-
change. For Founder’s Day, we enjoyed a nice 
dinner at Downtown Restaurant in Archbold. 
We enjoyed each other’s company while dis-
cussing a few things on the upcoming agenda 
and shared the current happenings going on in 
our home lives. Little did we know the following 
weeks after that our lives would change because 
of COVID-19.
Chapter News: We have remained a support-
ive and close-knit group through the ups and 
downs of life in our sorority and community 
this year. We initiated three new members last 
May. It is heartbreaking to see some sisters deal 
with hard trials of life such as the decline of 
beloved parents or family or personal health 
concerns. In return, it is wonderful to see some 
sisters’ positive aspects of life, such as getting 
married or having a child graduate from high 
school or college. We are confident that the 
good always outweigh the bad. Our focus in the 
2020-2021 year is to continue to be a close-knit 
group of supportive sisters, start preparing for 
a 50th anniversary celebration involving our 
community, and warmly welcome our two 
members we will be initiating into our sorority.

Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: The sisters 
of Theta Kappa feel confident that our givings 
were well used, and our time was well spent 
with a strong focus on art, literature, and music 
in our community. Our most successful annual 
fundraiser, Basket and Purse Bingo, is held each 
November. As always, it was a group effort and 
this year we were under the guidance of Angie. 
It was a great time together and huge success 
as always! In December, it is a joy to spoil our 
community senior citizens by distributing gift 
bags filled with useful goodies that they always 
seem to enjoy. Annually, in April, we also give 
back to our community senior citizen group by 
recognizing their birthdays and anniversaries 
with a small gift. This year we were going to 
gift them with Edon Dairy Treat coupons, 
but we weren’t able to at that time because of 
COVID-19. We still plan to treat them when we 
are able. To celebrate Easter as a community, we 
organize an Easter Egg Hunt for the children of 
our community and each child receives a small 
basket of goodies. The egg hunt is funded by our 
wonderful community sponsors. We were pre-
paring for our Easter Egg Hunt, but again our 
plans were changed because of COVID-19.  As 
our chapter is wonderful and wants to do what 
is best for our community, we are planning to 
hopefully do something special for the children 
during our Edon Days event in August. Also, 
since we weren’t able to have the Easter Egg 
Hunt, where the Easter Bunny is usually pres-
ent, a couple of our members paraded around 
town waving and honking with a special guest, 
the Easter Bunny! Each June, we hold our an-
nual community garage sale fundraiser, but for 
now that is on hold because of COVID-19. In 
August, our community celebrates Edon Days 
and this is when we organize the community 
parade. Yearly, we also donate time and mon-
ey to several other community organizations 
such as books for the public library giveaways, 
canned goods to the food pantry, flowers for 
the park, school music department, high school 
senior scholarships, 4-H camp scholarships, 
hearing aids for local children, Kate’s Kart, 
The Cincinnati Children’s Hearing Aid Trust, 
Gabel Stuttering Clinic, and a donation to 
PIX long term project. We are proud to say 
our Theta Kappa Sisters are frequently active 
at school concession stands, D.A.R.E. Camp, 
4-H projects, music boosters, parents club and 
other areas of need in our community. This 
summer based on the circumstances we are 
facing as a nation, we are hoping to continue 
the support of the community children summer 
lunch program.

THETA TAU
Midland, Michigan

17 Members
Third Tuesday
June 1974

Slate of Officers: Michele Gunkelman, Presi-
dent; Christine Robinson, Vice President; 
Sandra Casey, Recording Secretary; Kristine 
Szeszulski, Corresponding Secretary; Mary 
Spadafore, Treasurer; Cathy Jacobs, Con-
ductress
Social Activities: Theta Tau sisters enjoy con-
necting with each other while assisting other 
organizations. In September, we were invited 
to eat out prior to gathering the foster student 

goods, and eat lunch with Martha when she 
made a trip back to Midland. At our Christmas 
gathering, we were also able to browse and shop 
at the “marketplace” stalls. We look forward to 
socializing at the state luncheon and convention 
when it is safer for all of us to do so.
Chapter News: We initiated Tracy and Mary 
in September. Sadly, we lost Mary in November 
and memorialized her as our “fallen petal”. Kay 
was congratulated as a founding member (45 
years!), and we sent cards, flowers, and visited 
with Martha, who has moved to be closer to 
family. Joanne wrote an informational article 
on Theta Tau for the local newspaper in Com-
munity Connections. We will look forward to 
our Team Building retreat when it is safer for 
us to meet. Using either WhatsApp or Zoom, 
we will stay connected!
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: In Sep-
tember, information was shared with us by our 
President Michele about the FAST program 
for college students who have “aged out” of 
foster care and are attending college. In typi-
cal fashion, we used personal funds to collect 
goods needed by these students. Our Christmas 
gift of money and goods was given to Good 
Samaritan Rescue Mission, emphasizing their 
new Teen Shelter.
Known as the “Cheeseball Ladies,” a record 
number (2,279) of cheeseballs were made by 
scratch by sisters, family members and friends! 
Our FUN and hard work provide the funds for 
our selected charities. Again, we are grateful for 
the use of a local school kitchen, cafeteria, and 
head cook Shari to craft our cheeseballs.
The privilege and pleasure of being Corre-
sponding Secretary is receiving the newsletters 
and thank you letters for all of our donations 
and reporting to our sisters how we are contrib-
uting to mutual goals! One example is “audi-
tory assistive technology” at Pit and Balcony, a 
community theater. Others are donating new 
or gently used purses for the Mom Prom fun-
draiser and funds to our new Shelterhouse 
library for children’s materials. Responding to 
the pandemic and greater need, we have also 
donated additional funds to three food pantries.

Theta Tau sisters after a cheese ball making session
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ORTHWEST DISTRICT

NORTHWEST DISTRICT CHAPTERS:
Chi, Brookston, IN ..............................................1921
Alpha Xi, Logansport, IN ....................................1925
Beta Alpha, Flora, IN ..........................................1928
Beta Xi, Crown Point, IN .....................................1934
Beta Psi, Delphi, IN* ...........................................1939
Gamma Beta, Remington, IN ............................1941
Gamma Sigma, South Bend, IN ........................1953
Gamma Upsilon, Wolcott, IN .............................1955
Delta Zeta, Lafayette, IN ....................................1940
Eta Gamma, Valparaiso, IN ................................1966
Eta Eta, LaPorte, IN .............................................1967
Eta Mu, Rochester, IN .........................................1968
Eta Nu, Rensselaer, IN* ......................................1969
Theta Delta, Bremen, IN ....................................1971
Theta Iota, Monticello, IN ..................................1971
Iota Zeta, Knox, IN ..............................................1980
Iota Xi, Winamac, IN ...........................................1996

*Chapter also has an Auxiliary Chapter

Total Community Outreach .......................................................................$ 36,224
Total Speech and Hearing .........................................................................$ 24,605
Total Music ....................................................................................................$ 16,789
Total Fine Arts ...............................................................................................$ 11,027
Total Literature/Literacy .............................................................................$ 13,339

In spite of all of the challenges the Northwest District faced 
they still contributed $103,413.82 this year! With 17 chapters 
and 309 members, your per capita contribution was $359.10! 
CONGRATULATIONS!
Your support of your local schools and communities with 
scholarships, projects, and donations in Art, Music, Speech 
& Hearing, and Literature was full of good cheer.
As always, continue with your effort to find two new mem-
bers during the coming year. New members bring with 
them, new friendships, and new ideas. We need to grow 
each chapter to keep Psi Iota Xi strong and successful for 
the future years.
As your District Officer always remember, if you need 
anything, please get in touch by phone, or email. There is 
nothing that is “not important.” Don’t wait for the small 
things to become BIG THINGS. I am here to help you!

CHI
Brookston, Indiana

19 Members
Third Thursday
April 1921

Slate of Officers: Melanie Grumm, President; Carla Deckard, 
Recording Secretary; Deb Clawson, Treasurer; Deb Corso, Con-
ductress; Sara Shelton, Public Relations
Chi Chapter sisters enjoy getting together for our monthly meetings 
at our historic/community house in Brookston. Hanging in our soror-
ity house is a sorority quilt that was donated to us by Past National 
President Sharon White. We invite other sororities to use our sorority 
house for a meeting of their choice. We have wonderful restaurants, 
a bakery, boutique, flower shop, and other interesting merchants 
that are worth a visit. Along with our monthly meetings we made 
beautiful wreaths, visited a winery, had a fun-filled game night, and 
our annual house cleaning was rewarded with pizzas and ice cream 
cookies made from our famous dough. Our annual Christmas party 
was catered by a local business and at our Anniversary Party we 
welcomed back two former members.
Our philanthropic endeavors included giving Valentine gift cards 
to Frontier Elementary teachers to help with classroom expenses. 
Frontier Elementary students write and illustrate stories in bare books 

17
Chapters

309
Members

Heather Mitchell
DISTRICT OFFICER

Zeta Theta–Niles, MI
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that are bought by our sorority and treasured 
by families. Chi Chapter gives a yearly schol-
arship to a graduating senior that is pursing 
a career in art, music, literature, or speech 
and hearing. Monetary art, band, music, and 
English awards are given to senior students. 
We enjoy helping with the Brookston Library 
summer reading program, Boy Scouts, Girls’ 
State, therapeutic riding center, Brookston 
and White County Food Pantries, and many 
other worthy causes.
In raising funds for our philanthropic en-
deavors, we spend many hours mixing, roll-
ing, and baking 1,600 cookie rolls for people 
to eat and enjoy at the White County 4-H 
Fair. We also sell ButterBraids in the fall to 
add to our fundraising efforts.
We value our community and enjoy working, 
laughing, and raising funds to make a better 
community and world.

ALPHA Xl
Logansport, Indiana

21 Members
Second Monday
August 11, 1925

Slate of Officers: Sandra Shaffer, President; 
Susie Pryor, Vice President; Krystal Shaf-
fer, Treasurer; Kim Busard, Corresponding 
Secretary; Christina Pifer, Recording Secre-
tary; Ruth Aldridge, Conductress
Social Activities: The 2019 Speech & Hear-
ing Clinic provided services for 30 children 
for the month of June. Members purchased 
buckets and goodies to be given to all of them.
Our annual picnic by the pool was held in 
July 2019 with members bringing a carry-in 
dish and enjoying each others’ company in 
the sun.
We also had the privilege of our Northwest 
District Officer, Heather Mitchell, joining us 
at our October 2019 meeting.

A highlight of the year is always our Decem-
ber Christmas Party. This year the meal was 
prepared and served by the officers. There 
was a skit, a song sung by a member, a game, 
and a cookie exchange.
Chapter News: Alpha Xi was able to give out 
one High School Scholarship, two College 
Scholarships, and a Literacy Grant given to 
a Librarian for the year.
So many of our members give their “Heart & 
Soul” into this chapter, and we all continue 
to “Be a Good Cheer.”
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Our big-
gest fundraiser is our flower sale which takes 
place in May. Our committee members work 
very hard preparing the forms and flyers, 
counting and purchasing them, and sorting 
them out. They always do a fantastic job.
As a new fundraiser for the year, members 
sold discount cards from a popular local 
restaurant.
We participated in the Logansport Art As-
sociation Fall Festival in November. Each 
member baked cookies that were sold at our 
table along with wine glasses made at a pre-
vious meeting. A Christmas tree, decorated 
with gift cards, was raffled.

BETA ALPHA
Flora, Indiana
20 Members

First Wednesday
June 12, 1928

Slate of Officers: Sara Overway, President; 
Pamela Flora, Vice President; Beth John-
son, Recording & Corresponding Secretary; 
Maggie Randle, Treasurer; Lolita McAfee, 
Conductress; Brenda Bonner, Advisor
Social Activities: In September we started off 
our meetings at new locations. Each month 
a sister has agreed to host a meeting at her 
home. We have enjoyed these meetings and 
continue to have this as our new tradition. 
We have found that this opens us up to relax 
and gives us better connections with each 
other and the attendance our our meetings 
have increased. Most of the time we even have 
yummy treats!
Chapter News: We initiated a new member 
who was a legacy. Our members are doing 
great and we look forward to continuing to 
look for ways to build our chapter numbers 
to unite for the 2020-2021 year.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Our big-
gest fundraisers this year were selling cookies 
at the county fair, cheeseballs and selling 
spring flowers. Each year the cookies are 
something community members look for-
ward to and stand in line to get. Our cheese-
balls are a local must have and the flowers 
are welcomed and loved by many friends in 
our community. These fundraisers allow us 
to do many charitable activities throughout 
the year. In September, we supported our 
very own Mrs. Kayla Tinnesman to send her 
class on monthly field trips to the library. We 
also supported 4th and 5th grade students 
for a reading challenge. These programs are 
designed to show our youth the importance 
of art and literature. In October, we decorated 
the town in pink for breast cancer aware-

The PIX quilt, created by Past Indiana President Deedra Runyan and donated by Past National President Sharon 
White, hangs in Chi’s historic sorority/community house where they hold their meetings and invite other chapters 
to visit and do the same.
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ness. In December, we held a senior citizen 
Christmas party and provided many kids 
with Christmas presents. We also had Santa 
come to our local Depot and give kids books 
and a photo opportunity to see Santa. A few 
other great projects we did this year were de-
livering meals on wheels, providing medical 
equipment to borrow for free and organized 
a local blood drive a few times a year. In 
May, we awarded $6,000 in scholarships to 
four graduating seniors and two continuing 
education students.

BETA XI
Crown Point, Indiana

15 Members
First Tuesday
August 3, 1934

Slate of Officers: Katie Tetzloff, President; 
Michelle Lentini, Vice President; Megan Mc-
Gee, Recording Secretary; Colleen Campbell, 
Corresponding Secretary; Karen Osborne, 
Treasurer; Sharon Thom, Conductress & 
Parliamentarian; Lynn Clay, Advisor
Social Activities: We kicked off our business 
year in May 2019, with our annual Officer 
Installation dinner. Then, in December, at 
our annual Christmas dinner celebration, 
we initiated a new member, Linda Blanton. 
We are very excited to welcome her to the 
sisterhood! In March, we added a little spice 
to our monthly meeting by holding a cook-
off! Members were challenged to bring in a 
soup or salad dish, along with copies of their 
recipe. Members paid a quarter to try each 
dish, and a dollar to purchase the recipe, if 
they were interested. It was a fun and deli-
cious way to raise a little extra money!
Chapter News: While we were thrilled to 
initiate our new member, Linda Blanton, 
this year, we unfortunately had a few losses 
as well. We were all saddened to learn of the 
passing of two of our honorary members, 
Marilyn Edwards and Betty Jane Wagner. As 
we close out the 2019-2020 chapter, we are 
hopeful for a happy and healthy 2020-2021 
year, and we wish the same for all of you!
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: In Au-
gust 2019, we kicked off our yearly fund-
raising efforts by once again working at the 
Lake County Fair gates. Our members each 
donated several hours of their time during 
the span of the fair to help with this. Then 
in November, we geared up for our biggest 
annual fundraiser—Cheese Spread! We pro-
duced over 800 tubs of cheese spread in our 
local high school’s cafeteria. With the funds 
raised this year, we were able to support many 
wonderful organizations, such as Hoosier 
Art Salon, Northwest Indiana Symphony, 
Crown Point Summer Reading Program at 
our local library, Crown Point High School 
Music Boosters, Crown Point Adult Learning 
Center, Crown Point Alumni Association, St. 
Matthias Church Food Pantry, First United 
Methodist Church of Crown Point’s Buddy 
Bags Program, Hear Indiana, and Indiana 
Deaf Camp. We were also able to provide 
scholarships for local high school students 
preparing to attend college to study in the 
areas of art, literature, music, or speech and 
hearing.

BETA PSI
Delphi, Indiana
40 Members

Second Thursday
September 28, 1939

Slate of Officers: Laura Stigers, President; 
Robin Jones, Vice President; Leisha Hill, 
Recording Secretary; Jama Henderson, As-
sisting Recording Secretary; Kaila Brooks, 
Corresponding Secretary; Kendra Hender-
son, Assisting Corresponding Secretary; Car-
la Mote, Treasurer; Anji Kemp, Assistant 
Treasurer; Suzanne Revord and Sharon 
Smith, Co-Conductresses; Christy Schock, 
Advisor
Social Activities: We celebrated in June with 
a Mexican fiesta with our auxiliary sisters and 
two new initiates. We held the installation 
service of our new members and officers.
We celebrated our Anniversary with an Ital-
ian themed meal at the Crooked Road Barn 
with our auxiliary sisters. We finished the 
evening with entertainment provided by a 5th 
grade aspiring comedian who was a delight.
Chapter News: Unfortunately, this past year 
our chapter lost three sisters: Mary Van Sick-
le, Mary Clifford and Joyce Sullivan. All three 
were very active in serving the community 
and will be sorely missed.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: We in-
troduced bingo at our local Indiana Bacon 
Festival in August, which is attended by ap-
proximately 8,000 from neighboring coun-
ties. We hope this is an event we continue to 
develop over the next few years. We continue 
to support the local blood mobile throughout 
the year.

Our main fundraising event is cheeseballs in 
November. Our faithful auxiliary continues 
to make a great contribution and sell hun-
dreds of cheeseballs. We recruit local high 
school groups to help with this event.
We also assist with “Stand Down” which 
provides Veterans an opportunity to come 
and receive an array of free services such 
as clothing, food, personal items, and toys 
for their families. We served the Veterans 
breakfast again this year.
With the proceeds from Bingo and cheese-
balls, we spend the remainder of the year 
supporting various efforts that support the 
mission of Psi Iota Xi. We support the local 
library summer reading programs as well 
as funding library memberships. This year 
we also contributed to the Virtual Reality 
program which is an interesting program 
that can be enjoyed by everyone in the com-
munity. We gave funds to our local elemen-
tary school and purchased books for every 
classroom.

GAMMA BETA
Remington, Indiana

13 Members
First Wednesday
June 21, 1941

Slate of Officers: Andrea English, President; 
Monica Bushman, Vice President; Megan 
Bell, Corresponding Secretary; Andi Waibel, 
Recording Secretary; Barb Harper, Trea-
surer; Bambrah Walker, Conductress; Andi 
Waibel, Advisor; Monette Cochran, Music; 
Veronica Siegle, Parliamentarian
Social Activities: We kicked off our summer 
on June 19th with our annual birthday din-

Gamma Beta’s annual June birthday dinner.
Back row (l to r): Gina Anderson, Dawn Bickett, Andrea English, Shelby Goodman, Megan Bell, Katie Harper, and 
Monica Buschman.
Middle ro (l to r): Kacey Lock, Allison Hitchings, Veronica Siegle, Barb Harper, Andi Waibel,  and Bambrah Walker
Front row (l to r):  Alumni members Kay Hancock, Wanda Monjon, Donna Knochel, Evelyn Scott, Louise Knochel, 
and Natalie Hammer
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With the money raised from cheeseballs we 
were able to fund our budget and give back 
to our community. Gamma Upsilon was able 
to bring cheer to 16 families and over 60 
children during our Christmas Angel Tree 
Project. Our Beautification project this year 
helped brighten the town by adding flowers, 
flower pots, and American flags throughout 
the town. We also supported our local Library 
by donating money to buy new books for 
story hour and the summer reading program. 
We always do what we can to support our 
schools. We love being able to give money 
to help send our 5th grade students to the 
symphony; it’s a wonderful experience for 
them. We love helping with arts, music, and 
literature in our schools.

DELTA ZETA
Lafayette, IN
21 Members
Third Tuesday
April 29, 1940

Slate of Officers: Traci Leininger, Presi-
dent; Debbie King, Vice President; Kristen 
Rich, Recording Secretary; Jody Conover, 
Corresponding Secretary; Amy Lind, Trea-
surer; Mary Gear, Assistant Treasurer; Cal-
lie Lankford, Conductress; Brenda Fisher, 
Advisor
Social Activities: Our May meeting was held at 
the Psi Iota Xi Community House in Brookston, 
IN. Our speaker, Deb Corso of the Chi Chapter 
in Brookston, provided us with the history of 
the House, it’s many uses in the community, 
and other fun facts. Two special guests at-
tending our meeting were Deedra Runyan, 
our Past Indiana State President and now 
State Advisor, and Rita Clark, newly installed 
Indiana State Project Chair. Fun Fact: Our 
member, Sharon White, won a quilt at the 
National Convention and donated it to the 
Brookston Chapter. It is now hanging in 
their Psi Ote Community House. Interest-
ingly, Deedra had made the quilt and loved 
seeing it again.
In June we met at the Purdue Railyard facility 
where an Active member and a prospective 
member work. This facility provides a shared 
workspace for a variety of members, entre-
preneurs, etc. We learned that purchasing 
of needed supplies for the Cary Home for 
Children, an individualized approach to pre-
pare youth for successful re-entry to the com-
munity through behavior modification, case 
management, and community engagement, 
had been completed. When these items were 
delivered, the staff at Cary Home expressed 
how thrilled and grateful they were for the 
much needed items.
In September our meeting took place at a 
member’s house with a “tailgating” theme. 
Attending this meeting were three special 
guests: Pat Menge, National President; Taf-
fy Day, West Central District Officer; and 
Heather Mitchell, Northwest District Officer. 
We spent the first half hour socializing and 
enjoying the tailgate food everyone provided. 
Our guests then provided valuable input to 
our meeting.
Our October meeting was held at the YWCA. 
Our guest speaker, Kelly Hampton of the Do-

ner. We had a great time eating and fellow-
shipping with each other, as well as several 
auxiliary members. We welcomed National 
Treasurer Andrea Niedenthal to our Septem-
ber meeting. It was great to hear about her 
experience with Psi Iotes and share with her 
our plans for the year. In October we had a 
bonfire and started what we hope to be the 
first of many unstructured get-togethers to 
help strengthen our bond as sisters. Lots of 
laughs and lots of stories were shared. Plans 
are also underway to honor our local seniors 
this year during a graduation parade.
Chapter News: We have two ladies that have 
joined our group for a handful of meetings 
this year to watch and observe and are so ex-
cited to initiate them. They will be a great ad-
dition to our Chapter. While this year brought 
many challenges, obstacles and losses, we also 
celebrated some amazing accomplishments, 
milestones, and even a couple new babies!
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Our fall 
Bingo fundraiser was another sold-out event. 
Given the current pandemic that we are expe-
riencing, the choice to devote our profits to 
our local food pantry were especially needed. 
We decided to expand our Read-A-Book 
program to include both the elementary and 
intermediate schools. Books were purchased 
for each student to be given out at school 
before Spring Break. Before we were able to 
do so, the COVID-19 outbreak forced stu-
dents to stay at home. One of our wonderful 
sisters, Gina Anderson, spent an entire week 
personally delivering the books to each and 
every student at home. The smiles she was 
greeted with were priceless. We are so blessed 
with some of the most wonderful members 
that truly care about our community! Our 
largest fundraiser, Easter Eggs, had to be 
canceled as well due to the Coronavirus. We 
are actively looking at new ways to serve our 
community and possibly bring in additional 
money. Another local sorority is struggling 
with low membership currently, so many of 
us will be assisting with their only fundraiser 
later this summer. It will be an opportunity 
to not only bring in a few extra dollars, but 
help out another organization in their time of 
need. We have also been granted a nice area in 
the local park for our Adopt-A-Spot. We will 
utilize this area to pay tribute to past, pres-
ent and future Psi Iota Xi members, as well 
as include some interactive musical pieces to 
help provide music in the park.

GAMMA SIGMA
South Bend, Indiana

8 Members
1st Monday
May 17, 1953

Slate of Officers: Erica Vitale, President; 
Nancy Jo Pinney, Vice President; Debbie 
Huyvaert, Treasurer; Pam Overmyer, Re-
cording Secretary; Lauren Huyvaert, Cor-
responding Secretary; Mart Rohr, Advisor
We continue to support philanthropic proj-
ects with the annual sale of potted geraniums, 
and spring flower hanging baskets, our single 
source of funds. We have an outstanding sup-
plier and our faithful customer base, this sale 
continues to succeed.

Our philanthropic projects remain unchanged 
as we continue to support Real Services Meals 
on Wheels and the South Bend Symphony 
Orchestra. In September we were delighted 
to learn that the Elsie Sweeney Endowment 
Fund had approved our request for student 
concert tickets. This block of 65 tickets were 
awarded to Brandywine High School (Niles, 
MI). The concert date was set for April 18, 
2020. Due to early school closings the stu-
dents did not get to attend. We will make a 
request for student tickets again next year.
Sadly, we must report that 2019 brought the 
passing of two chapter members, Charlotte 
Smith in May 2019 and Ann Schroeder in 
December 2019. Charlotte was an alumnae 
member after moving out of town. Ann was 
an active member, holding all offices, but 
most recently Vice President and was chair-
person to many committees.

GAMMA UPSILON
Wolcott, Indiana

5 Members
First Wednesday
May 15, 1955

We are shaped by the wonderful ladies that 
came before us and founded this amazing 
organization. Our Chapter may be small right 
now, but we strive to maintain our chapter’s 
involvement in our small community, just 
like our great alumni members started doing 
65 years ago. The members of Gamma Up-
silon love to spread good cheer throughout 
our community and enrich the lives of those 
around us. We have had a fantastic year and 
are excited for many more to come!!
Social Activities: We finished our 2018/2019 
year in June with installation of officers and 
a wonderful meal out at Roots a local restau-
rant located in Wolcott. In December we had 
our Christmas meeting and enjoyed a night 
out for dinner where no one had to cook or 
prepare anything, and we also exchanged 
gifts. Our events in March, April, and May 
were canceled due to COVID-19. We had 
planned to hold an event in May to recruit 
new members. We have decided we will still 
do this hopefully in the fall.
Chapter News: Sadly, we lost one member 
this year when her family decided to move 
so they could be closer to family. We will 
miss her but wish her the best of luck. The 
members of Gamma Upsilon love to spread 
good cheer throughout our community and 
enrich the lives of those around us. We had 
a wonderful year and are looking forward to 
the future!!!
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Our big 
fundraiser is Cheeseballs. This year we made 
around 1,100 cheeseballs and had enough to 
fill orders and had some extras for those that 
did not get orders in on time!!! With only 
five members we were glad to have the help of 
some of our alumni members to make all those 
cheeseballs. We also had to think outside the 
box, and we recruited help from our High 
School girls’ basketball team and High School 
Band. We then gave each group a donation 
for their help. It was a good team building 
project for them and helps them fund there 
summer basketball camp and Band Trip. 
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mestic Violence Intervention and Prevention 
program, addressed the safety and trauma 
issues of abused women. The YWCA offers 
a safe shelter and provides education and re-
sources for employment, housing, childcare, 
and counseling. It was a very informative 
program. At November’s meeting our guest 
speaker was Gloria Klutzke, a local quilter, 
who spoke to us on “Art Through Quilting.” 
She displayed some of her own beautiful 
designs and provided a brief background on 
each piece. It was a very enjoyable program.
December’s meeting was held at the Tippe-
canoe County Extension office. Our guest 
speaker, Karen Mitchell, Ag and Natural 
Resources Educator, provided information 
about the Extensions Programs and the Mas-
ter Gardener class along with the many op-
portunities there are in Tippecanoe County 
and in the State for Extensions Programs. She 
also discussed the community gardens in the 
Lafayette/West Lafayette area.
In February we met at the Tippecanoe Arts 
Federation with guest speaker Jennifer Shook, 
Director of Development for the Lafayette 
Transitional Housing Center. The Center 
works with the homeless in our area and 
provides housing and many other important 
services. February was our last meeting due 
to the coronavirus outbreak.
Chapter News: We initiated two new members 
in June, Jennifer Ping and Mandy Wichert. 
They are both hard workers and have helped 
with our projects. One has suggested we 
provide pop-up libraries in several locations 
in our community. She has looked into build-
ing plans, site locations and even spoke with 
teachers for feedback on what they would 
like to see in the pop-ups. We are very excited 
to have our membership increase. The key 
to our chapter’s success still remains being 
flexible with our members to keep them in ac-
tive status. We try to find what each member 
enjoys and does well which includes commit-
tee and volunteer work. Two members have 
been blessed with the arrival of baby girls, 
Blair and Daphni. Although too young to 
become Active members, they have perfect 
attendance.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Once 
again our cheeseballs were our main fund-
raiser. It takes everyone’s participation to make 
this project a success. In fact, not only did our 
Active members participate but also Honor-
ary Retired, family members, and friends 
stepped in to make this a successful and 
profitable project. We are holding  monthly 
drawings for prizes which are donated by 
our members. The money raised is for our 
General Fund to send members to State Day 
and National Convention. We again sup-
ported the Tippecanoe County Historical 
Association’s “Feast of the Hunter’s Moon” 
celebration by selling books on their behalf. 
This year we sold over $1,000 above last 
year’s total. We continue to support our lo-
cal Lafayette Transitional Housing Center, 
Women’s Shelter, Cary Home for Children 
and the YWCA. Again this year we provided 
financial art awards to two high school stu-
dents. We continue to donate “Blessing Bags” 
which contain personal items in a gallon zip 
lock bag to the homeless in our community. 

During the year we enjoyed visiting with 
alumni at Christmas and attending LaPorte 
Little Theatre performances.
We presented scholarships to several high 
school and college students. We gave money 
to the LaPorte County Special Education Co-
operative speech department for the purchase 
of much needed materials.
Our year was abruptly cut short by the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

ETA MU
Rochester, Indiana

26 Members
First Monday

December 8, 1968
Eta Mu chapter of Psi Iota Xi, Rochester, can 
easily say it had a successful and prosperous 
year with plenty of fun sprinkled into the 
28 sisters’ hard work. The new Psi Ote year 
started with the chapter-sponsored free sum-
mer speech and hearing clinic. The clinic is 
four days a week for three weeks at a local 
elementary school and served approximate-
ly 40 children with 121 individualized and 
small group therapy sessions. Late spring also 
means the annual hanging of the banners. Art 
banners, that is. Through a partnership with 
The Honeywell Foundation, we celebrated 
student artists from three school corporations 
and hung 60 banners showcasing the winning 
artwork throughout downtown Rochester. 
This year, 145 students submitted artwork for 
judging. The sorority is prepared to hang 60 
banners, 20 of them with the current theme 
Back Home Again in Indiana. Unfortunately, 
the COVID-19 virus caused us to cancel our 
annual awards banquet. The U.S. mail will 
deliver awards, participation ribbons and 
program books, and the planned additional 
20 banners may have to wait a year.
A June celebration of our 50th anniversary 
as a chapter brought together our youngest 
members and most treasured alumnae along 
with visitors from other chapters. What a joy 
to celebrate a half-century of philanthropic 
work for our community and beyond. After 
a short summer break we dove right back in 
with our inaugural Race to Marrs 0.5K run 
in late October. Although the length of the 
course was short—just 300 or so yards—
the fundraiser was a success with $2,500 
raised through registrations, donations and 
gambling. Although it was rainy and cold, 
about 40 people still took to the course with 
others preferring to watch. Having garnered 
a T-shirt sponsor and partnering with a lo-
cal restaurant, the event involved the short 
race—for the slacker in all of us—raffles, si-
lent auction and refreshments. We partnered 
with the Rochester High School Class of 
2014 for planning and race help and donated 
half of the proceeds to the Taylor Marrs Art 
Scholarship Fund. Taylor, RHS class of 2014, 
was a college art major when she was killed 
in a car wreck.
From there we moved straight into cheeseball 
sales. Gathering at the local middle school 
the members knocked out 1,800 cheeseballs 
on a Friday night and Saturday morning 
in November. We had excellent help from 
husbands for the lifting and mixing. We sold 

Blessing bags were also provided to Calvary 
Baptist Church. A member continues to make 
plarn mats for Lafayette Transitional Housing 
Center to be distributed to the homeless in 
our community. They have become hugely 
popular and it keeps her very busy. She also 
volunteers twice a week at the Center. We’ve 
donated 300 bookmarks to the United Way 
Office for Kindergarten Countdown Camps. 
Each student will receive a bookmark along 
with a new book the last day of camp. All of 
the bookmarks were made by our 93 year 
old member. Four members attended State 
Day in Indianapolis. Janice Hollis and Linda 
Smith were our delegates, Brenda Fisher as 
Indiana State Nominating Committee Chair, 
and Sharon White. Four members attended 
the National Convention in French Lick, 
IN. Ginny Freeman and Debbie King were 
our delegates, Brenda Fisher as National 
Convention Secretary, and Sharon White as 
Past National President.

ETA GAMMA
Valparaiso, Indiana

21 Members
First Tuesday
June 18, 1966

Eta Gamma Chapter in Valparaiso, Indiana 
had an interesting year until the Covid quar-
antine began.
We have three prospective members and 
we’re looking forward to getting together with 
them and the rest of our sisters!
This fall we had a successful Cheese-spread 
making and sales before the quarantine, but 
have not been together to distribute the funds 
yet. Then, our annual Summer Speech and 
Hearing Clinic, which was summer school 
for those needing the help, was cancelled 
since the school buildings are closed and no 
place to meet.
However, last year each of us wrote a short 
item about ourselves and we got started on 
“Spotlight a Sister,” which is fun finding out 
little known facts about a sister, along with 
trying to figure out who it is!  Another fun 
thing was our “Book Exchange” which we 
decided to do every so often - before the 
quarantine....
We are looking forward to being able to 
meet again with our dear sisters, as I am sure 
everyone is.

ETA ETA
LaPorte, Indiana
13 Members

Second Thursday
June 11, 1967

Slate of Officers: Cindy Fischer, President; 
Stephanie Nordyke, Vice President; Debe 
Meyer, Corresponding Secretary; Maria 
Surma, Recording Secretary; Penny Lower 
Fuelling, Treasurer; Connie Perkins, Con-
ductress; Suzan Wade, Advisor
We kicked off our year with our annual pot-
luck. Our fundraisers included selling raffle 
tickets at Al’s Supermarket, and then raf-
fling off the 10 theme baskets at the annual 
Sunflower Fair, making and selling several 
thousand cheeseballs, and hosting several 
“Give Back Nights” at Culver’s.
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Salvador Perez Lopez, a three-time Grammy 
winner. as he completed his Master’s Pro-
gram at IU. We sponsored a performance by 
April Verch at the Wild Rose Moon venue in 
Plymouth as well as a performance at Bremen 
Elementary Middle School. We continued 
our support of the Young Author’s Confer-
ence in Marshall County. These projects 
that we supported financially would not be 
possible without our cheeseball project that 
we do each November. Again, the 1800+ 
cheeseballs we made were sold quickly and 
are anticipated by our customers each year.
In spite of the restrictions of Covid-19, the 
Theta Delta sisters have continued to conduct 
business through phone calls and e-mail. 
We look forward to meeting again in person 
soon.

THETA IOTA
Monticello, Indiana

9 Members
Second Wednesday
October 19, 1971

Slate of Officers: Teresa Sommers, Presi-
dent; Jody Headdy, Vice President; Angie 
Armstrong, Recording Secretary; Thoma 
White, Corresponding Secretary; Kathy Lo-
gan, Treasurer; Shirley Trent, Conductress; 
Teresa Alexander, Advisor
Social Activities: As we met monthly, we en-
joyed laughter, concerns and sisterly love. We 
ate tempting desserts and delicious drinks. 
We have a social half hour prior to the of-
ficial start of the meeting. During this time 
we catch up with each other and may also do 
a craft activity. Many ideas for projects are 
discussed and catching up with each other 
and our family lives are part of this special 
time. Our meeting place varies each month. 
They have been in our homes or yards with 
a carry-in campfire theme, the gazebo of 
the local park is usually one of our monthly 
meeting spots, our Christmas party was at the 
school library and we had a “pajama party” 
theme. We enjoyed an evening supporting 
the Twin Lakes Honor Society by buying a 
table and having fun playing bingo for Vera 
Bradley merchandise. Our sorority had at-
tended a White County Women to Women 
luncheon gathering also.
Chapter News: We feel extremely lucky to 
have nine faithful active members that go 
above and beyond to make sure that our 
chapter remains active and fundraisers are 
profitable which allows us to give back to 
our community. Chapter members include 
Theresa Alexander, Teresa Sommers, Jody 
Headdy, Thoma White, Angie Armstrong, 
Heather O’Neil, Shirley Trent, Kathy Logan, 
and Teresa Hemming. Although we all lead 
very busy lives, we have made time to cham-
pion the causes of the organization.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Our cheese 
ball fundraiser continues to be the biggest 
project done every November. With the help 
of a few inactive/past sisters and all the pres-
ent members, this will fund the bulk of our 
budget selling close to 2500 cheese balls! In 
addition, we sell “Huge” pots of beautiful 
mums in the early fall. We have helped with 
our sister PIX by working in their county fair 

Rocky Horror, Christmas Carols, The Oscars, 
and Irish. For our Christmas Party we did a 
sock exchange which was well received by 
all. The year 2020 brought our 20’s themed 
dinner murder mystery fundraiser which was 
a lot of laughs, memories, and good times. 
Requests have already been made for the 
next dinner murder mystery. And then there 
was COVID-19 which caused our chapter to 
get creative in order to conduct business. Eta 
Nu began doing Zoom meetings in March 
and have been phenomenally successful in 
conducting our business. Every member has 
been able to participate and willing to adapt 
to the change. New officers will be sworn in 
during our May Zoom meeting, with plenty 
of social time to follow. Eta Nu continues to 
stand strong and face the current challenges 
with fresh ideas and willingness to adapt.

THETA DELTA
Bremen, Indiana
14 Members

Third Thursday
May 19, 1971

Slate of Officers: Marilyn Schmidt and Kathy 
Strang, Co-Presidents; Pam Gunterman, 
Vice President & Advisor; Janet Davis, Cor-
responding Secretary; Joyce Kiefer, Record-
ing Secretary; Karen Graverson, Treasurer; 
Carol Heckaman, Conductress
Theta Delta initiated two members, Holly 
Heller and Rebecca Pratt, in May after an 
enjoyable time of fellowship over a wonderful 
meal at Noa Noa in Warsaw. Members Pam 
Gunterman and Joyce Kiefer were presented 
with gifts for perfect attendance, and Joyce 
was also named our Psi Ote of the Year. Joyce 
does a wonderful job organizing our art show 
each year in conjunction with the Bremen 
Public Library.
We also continued to support our community 
projects that have become traditions for our 
town. We again had a hotdog stand at the Bre-
men Fireman Festival parade. The proceeds 
went to support entertainment for Bremen’s 
Oktoberfest celebration. We supported the 
talent portion of the Distinguished Young 
Woman competition (formerly Junior Miss). 
We also volunteered to keep our town’s flower 
planters watered through their growing sea-
son to beautify our town.
Theta Delta also continued our commitment 
to charitable enterprises by preparing a meal 
for the Red Cross bloodmobile staff and 
donating a copy of Indiana’s Bison-tennial 
project book to Bremen Public library and 
our History center. Bremen’s bison, Psi, was 
one of the featured bison in the book. We 
also participated in the living windows at 
the Christmas Lighting Ceremony, under the 
direction of Pam Gunterman. A scene from 
The Nutcracker was depicted.
In October, we hosted a presentation by Bremen’s 
speech teacher on communication devices that 
are available to help children communicate and 
we financially supported a device for a stu-
dent. We also donated money for art supplies 
to Indiana Deaf Camp and purchased theatre 
tickets to Amish Acres for Bremen’s fifth grad-
ers to attend the production of Beauty and 
the Beast. We also continued our support of 

leftovers during our community’s downtown 
holiday stroll and Santa Claus parade on an 
early December Friday night. Our commu-
nity looks forward each year to a Holiday 
Pops performance by the Fort Wayne Phil-
harmonic Orchestra. With our high school 
auditorium under renovation and no other 
venue in the county big enough, the event 
was not held this year. Instead, a new cultural 
committee is now working on a series of 
several smaller events for the coming year. 
We also are supporting the renovation of our 
treasured downtown movie theater, which 
is under renovation as a community arts 
and culture space. Thus far, $6,000 has been 
passed along to the effort.
Our December meeting included our first-
ever fall initiation. One new member and 
one legacy were welcomed into the chapter 
during a festive Christmas party at Schnabel-
tier Winery. We even made dip mixes to take 
home in glass ornaments. For Valentine’s Day, 
Eta Mu members move into an all-hands-
on-deck evening of community fun with our 
annual father-daughter dance. We relocated 
the dance this year to the local high school so 
we could accommodate more girls and dads 
and all agreed it was a great decision. With 
a coat check, silent auction, dancing, crafts, 
cake raffle, ice cream bar, and photographs 
of the dressed-up couples by a professional 
photographer, the event, with a theme of Un-
der the Sea, provided a meaningful and fun 
experience for 215-plus families. The herald-
ing of spring always means flower sales for Psi 
Otes in Rochester. Orders for flats, hanging 
baskets, succulents and ornamental grasses 
are due as we write this. Sorting and pickup 
is done in a single May day and we know all 
of our porches, and others throughout town, 
will look spectacular.
Springtime also begins our planning for the 
next school year’s Books for Kindergarten 
project. With $4,500 in our fund, we have 
great confidence we’ll be able to distribute 
as many as 2,360 books, one a month for 
eight months to 295 children in three school 
corporations. With the year winding down 
we are preparing to initiate another three new 
members into our sisterhood and looking 
forward to a time when our meetings can be 
in person instead of via Zoom.

ETA NU
Rensselaer, Indiana

16 Members
Fourth Monday
January 19, 1969

Eta Nu chapter has had a busy year, begin-
ning with initiating four new members in 
May. In addition to our signature butterscotch 
cookies, we brought back chocolate chip—
both were a great success at the county fair! 
Sisterhood stands strong as sister chapters 
work alongside us and support us in our 
endeavors, and we support their endeavors 
as well. For example: a couple sister chapters 
helped us sell cookies at the fair, and we 
moved our meeting in October so we could 
support another chapter’s BINGO fundraiser. 
Our meeting theme for this year has been 
music. Themes included the 50’s, Woodstock, 
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booth. We continue to support many local 
camps and local schools through donations 
to the Art, Music & Theatre departments. 
Graduation time brings scholarships, which 
we provide to several junior high and high 
school students. We are proud to support 
many local causes and also to contribute to 
Riley for Children.

IOTA ZETA
Knox, Indiana
14 Members

Second Monday
January 20, 1980

Slate of Officers: Tammy Fletcher, President; 
Marilyn Lukac, Vice President; Marilyn Rin-
gen, Recording Secretary; Debbie Troike, 
Corresponding Secretary; Lori Condon, Trea-
surer; Dorothy Britton, Conductress
Our year’s efforts with fundraisers provides 
scholarships to high school, college, and 
preschool students in our community. These 
students will be our future and are very grate-
ful for the support. We continue with our 
Healthy Baby Contest at the local 4-H Fair. 
These bubbly personalities and smiles are 
contagious and make us feel young again. 
We continue our monthly Caring Projects by 
giving donations to local organizations such 
as: Humane Society, Elementary Schools, 
Food Pantry, and Kids Closet. These reach 
many of our residents. Knowing we are going 
to be giving up our cheese ball fundraiser, we 
tried something new, a Paddle Auction. It was 
a success, and also a learning experience. We 
plan to continue this again in the future. The 
holidays bring our Craft and Goody Auction, 
and our much anticipated carry-in and Dirty 
Santa meeting in December.
We had no way of knowing the change com-
ing to our world or Sisterhood as Covid-19 
took over our “normal.” Our annual Young 
Artist Conference in March, which takes 
an entire year of planning, was canceled 24 
hours before the doors were to open with 
approximately 100 eager Elementary stu-
dents. Presenters were canceled, food was re-
donated, students notified, backpacks filled 
with goodies were put into storage. How does 
the story continue? We are still dealing with 
Covid-19, learning from day to day, unknow-
ingly, what our new normal will consist of. To 
be continued...

IOTA XI
Winamac, Indiana

10 Members
Third Tuesday
June 24, 1996

Slate of Officers: Linda Murphy, President; 
Patsy Bennett, Vice President, Correspond-
ing Secretary, & Conductress; Mary Jane 
Rhodes, Treasurer; Cindy Franklin, Record-
ing Secretary
Social Activities: As in the previous several 
years, members continue to share their tal-
ents and interests within our chapter and the 
community. The Iota Xi sisters are truly gen-
erous in sharing their time and talents. The 
fused glass sessions continue on a monthly 
basis with continued interest from the young 

and the young-at-heart. Additional glass fus-
ing opportunities are provided as part of a 
church outreach and community festivals. 
The rock painting activity continues, but has 
also expanded into sea shells, canvas, wood, 
and ceramic tile. Plans are in the works to 
offer rock painting opportunities to senior 
citizens in coordination with a local mental 
health program. Spreading happiness through 
kindness, creating new friendships, and offer-
ing opportunities for growth are important 
to all of us.
With a chill in the air every year, but down-
right brutal temperatures and an abundance 
of snow many years, the favorite activity 
among every member is without a doubt our 
December meeting. We gather at the beauti-
fully decorated home of one of our members. 
The meticulously placed seasonal décor that 
fills each room is something that could eas-
ily be showcased in a magazine. In its 24th 
year, our Christmas Carry-In Meal and Dirty 
Santa Gift Exchange, with a brief meeting 
sandwiched between, always is the highlight 
of the year. Each year the food is more deli-
cious than the year before, and the gifts...the 
gifts are stolen from our dear sisters, without 
so much as a second thought. Everyone takes 
home a precious gift that had been carefully 
and lovingly selected by a dear friend.
Chapter News: We continue to be a small 
group in total numbers, 10 this year. How-
ever, we are positive, both within ourselves 
and from local feedback, that we are making 
a difference in the lives of individuals and 
groups in our community. We plan to con-
tinue fundraising and disbursing those funds 
to benefit others within our community. Pro-
viding educational opportunities to others is 
important to us. It is who we are as a chapter.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: This year 
our cheese spread fundraiser was again the 
source for raising money that would be given 
back into our community in various ways. 
Again this year as in years past, we gathered 
on a Saturday morning in November, be-
fore daylight, at our local Elementary school 
kitchen. Boxes of supplies are carried into 
the building, hair nets and gloves are put on, 
ingredients are unpacked, and each person 
is in her location ready to begin her part in 
the assembly line production process. Batch 
one is in the mixer when the most worried 
about, dreaded thing occurs. The timeworn 
paddle mixing our fundraising cheese broke!! 
With the assistance of the “kitchen lady” 
securing a new paddle, the tense moments 
of despair behind us, we carried on. After 5 
anxious hours, we had successfully processed, 
weighed, packaged, counted, sorted into 
members’ boxes and bags, 676 containers of 
cheese spread.
Extremely thankful that we were successful in 
making our cheese spread, the disbursement 
of our money within the local community 
became even more meaningful to us. We 
continue to have in-depth discussions and re-
evaluate how to best use the funds raised from 
our cheese spread within the community.
We chose to donate $500 to each of the High 
School Music Booster organizations at the 
two school corporations in Pulaski County 

this year. With budget cuts most often occur-
ring in the Arts, we believe that it is important 
to assist whenever possible.
For the second year, we unanimously de-
cided to donate $25 per chapter member to 
Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library of Pulaski 
County. Our donation of $250 will provide 
10 children, between the ages of 0-5, an age 
appropriate book each month for a year. This 
wonderful program provides that a child who 
is enrolled at birth, will receive a book each 
month until his/her fifth birthday. Sponsor 
donations from individuals and organizations 
assist this educational program in running 
smoothly each year.
The tradition of offering a scholarship to 
a graduating senior of Pulaski County will 
continue at the beginning of the fiscal year. 
Graduating seniors choosing to pursue art, 
music, literature, or speech & hearing related 
fields of study are encouraged to apply for our 
scholarship. We are excited to announce that 
this year, students from both West Central 
and Eastern Pulaski School Corporations, 
along with homeschooled seniors, are eligible 
to apply for our scholarship.
As part of our commitment to specific curri-
cula, in coordination with a speech therapist 
from Pulaski Memorial Hospital, we will 
again sponsor the Summer Speech Clinic.
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AST CENTRAL DISTRICT

Beth Vipond
DISTRICT OFFICER
Gamma Tau–Marion, IN

EAST CENTRAL DISTRICT CHAPTERS:
Alpha, Muncie, IN ..............................................1897
Kappa, Kokomo, IN............................................1908
Alpha Mu, Hartford City, IN ..............................1925
Alpha Phi, Fortville, IN ......................................1927
Alpha Chi, Hagerstown, IN ...............................1928
Beta Gamma, Peru, IN .......................................1929
Beta Delta, Van Wert, OH ..................................1929
Beta Zeta, Summitville, IN ................................1930
Beta Iota, Farmland, IN .....................................1932
Beta Upsilon, Mt. Vernon, OH ..........................1937
Gamma Alpha, Portland, IN .............................1940
Gamma Tau, Marion, IN ....................................1954
Zeta Beta, Anderson, IN ....................................1957
Eta Iota, Parker City, IN .....................................1968
Theta Zeta, Fort Recovery, OH .........................1971
Iota Upsilon, Virtual ..........................................2017

Total Community Outreach .....................................................................$ 101,896
Total Speech and Hearing .......................................................................$ 21,390
Total Music ..................................................................................................$ 18,364
Total Fine Arts .............................................................................................$ 19,854
Total Literature/Literacy ...........................................................................$ 21,390

16
Chapters

484
Members

It has been such a pleasure to serve as East Central 
District Officer over the past four years. I have 
made so many new friends and look forward to 
seeing you all at future events and conventions!  
This organization truly consists of an amazing 
group of women. Aside from meeting with you in 
person, reading of your accomplishments that are 
sent in with the PCRs is a huge highlight for me.  
The help that we are able to give back to our com-
munities, both monetarily and with our time, is a 
tribute to the organization as a whole. Don’t ever 
stop doing what you do—imagine your communi-
ties without YOU!

Our sisterhood has so much to offer women who 
want to make a difference in the quality of life of 
those around them. Don’t forget to keep looking 

around you for that potential sister who will bring 
her own new ideas and a fresh perspective to your 
chapter.

So, I say farewell with some advice. Become in-
volved at the State and National level if you can—
you don’t have to take a job. You can serve on 
various committees to find out more about who we 
are and what we do just above community level. 
You will be happy you did. Attend conventions 
and state meetings and bring your newer members 
along for the experience. Being a part of the group 
as a whole will inspire them and send you all back 
to your chapters with renewed excitement.

Pax Vobiscum
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ALPHA
Muncie, Indiana
135 Members

Second Tuesday
September 19, 1897

Slate of Officers: Valerie Helms-Mejia, Pres-
ident; Karla Helm, Vice President; Katie 
Slabaugh, Recording Secretary; Sue Taylor, 
Corresponding Secretary; Tracy Curtis, 
Treasurer; Susan Haynes, Assistant Trea-
surer; Louise Volpp, Conductress; Alice Van 
Dyke, Assistant Conductress; Rebecca Gil-
liam, Philanthropic Chair; Jacqueline Bur-
ton, Assistant Philanthropic Chair; Nancy 
White, Social Chair; Shari Dixon, Assistant 
Social Chair; Cindy Davis, Communications 
Chair; Chris Bowles, Parliamentarian; Jan 
Peirson, Advisor; Julie Bering, President of 
PIX Charities, Inc.
Social Activities: President Valerie Helms-
Mejia conducted our September 10, 2019 
Founders Day dinner at the Delaware Coun-
try Club, and Alpha chapter kicked off its 
122nd year! All past presidents were recog-
nized and presented a yellow rose. We me-
morialized six sisters: Marjorie Lucas, Barb 
Moll, Cissy Von Kleek, Marilyn Simmons, 
Joyce Bell, and Angie Pruis. Additionally, 
recognition was given to our golden honor-
ary active members, new honorary active 
members, and seven sisters with perfect at-
tendance for 2018-19.
While it was a very challenging year as the 
Covid-19 pandemic forced spring closures 
and meeting cancellations, it was overall a 
very positive and productive year for Alpha 
chapter. Highlights included our December 
meeting with a Holiday Tea at Vera Mae Res-
taurant where 75 sisters attended our business 
meeting and enjoyed a visit from Santa, as 
well as beautiful music by a Muncie Youth 
Symphony ensemble. Fifty-five sisters stayed 
for dinner, Christmas desserts, and music by 
a local guitar player. Our annual February 
potluck luncheon helped us celebrate the 
104th birthday of sister Betty Kendall with 
her favorite, cherry chocolate chip ice cream 
and cake! A fun new social activity included 
23 sisters attending a Muncie Civic Theatre 
musical production of Sister Act, featuring 
one of our active members as a nun!
Chapter News: Each meeting contained re-
ports about our scholarship program, philan-
thropic activities, endowment grant program, 
Bargain Box, and support of the local arts. We 
were pleased to initiate four new members in 
the fall: Teresa Ashcraft, Judith Gill, Mary Le 
Glore, and Cate McClellan. We also awarded 
seven scholarships to students from our three 
scholarship funds. We continue to recognize 
our Golden Honorary members’ birthdays 
and chauffer them to chapter meetings they 
attend.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Through-
out our history Alpha chapter has awarded 
more than two million dollars from endow-
ment earnings and Bargain Box profits to 
support local not-for-profit organizations 
and the arts. This year we awarded $18,000 
in philanthropic grants to some of these com-
munity organizations.

Alpha Chapter has been pioneering innova-
tive solutions to our community problems 
since its inception. In the early 1900s we 
opened our resale store, The Bargain Box. In 
1917, we opened a day nursery for children 
as mothers were working during the war. Our 
nursery settled into a house given to us by a 
line of the Ball families located in Muncie, 
IN, as long as we kept it a nursery. Finally, 
governmental codes required that we locate 
a safer environment for young children, and 
we moved the nursery two blocks away and 
brought our Bargain Box to the site. For 
more than 100 years, this building has been 
patched and used to its fullest extent. About 
two years ago a committee consisting of of-
ficers and interested members took a hard, 

Greetings East Central District!
I am so excited to be serving as the new East 
Central District officer. I am looking forward 
to visiting your chapters and meeting as many 
of my sisters as I can! I have had a lifelong 
love for this sorority! My mother is a Psi Ote 
and I remember going with her to the Bargain 
Box and the Pops concert and other Psi Iota 
Xi activities as a child. I wanted to grow up 
to be just like “those ladies!”  Getting to meet 
more Psi Otes and learn about their chapters 
will just be icing on the cake!
I served as the 2019-2020 President for my 
local chapter, so please believe me when I say 
that I know this last year has been a “bumpy 
ride!” I jokingly told my chapter to “buckle 
their seatbelts” in September. I had no idea at 
the time how true those words would come 
to be!! Even though things are not normal or 
ideal right now, I have seen the resilience of 
my Psi Ote sisters! This became very evident 
to me at National Convention. I give high 
praise to the Pi chapter! Not only did they 
have to change the date of the convention 
and all that goes along with that, but they 
had to go to great lengths to ensure our safe 
attendance.  There are so many moving parts 
to a convention—can you imagine having to 
worry about all of the new mandates and rec-
ommendations on top of everything else?!! 
Pat Menge and her crew came through with 
flying colors!! They made sure no stone was 
unturned! Kudos to them for putting on a 
wonderful convention and keeping us all safe 
at the same time! At the East Central district 
meeting, I heard countless stories of Psi Iota 
Xi chapters thinking outside the box on how 
to serve their communities and each other. It 
is this spirit of sisterhood that makes me so 
proud to be a member of Psi Iota Xi! No mat-
ter the circumstances, Psi Otes will “BE OF 
GOOD CHEER” and make things better for 
those around them! I look forward to meeting 
many of you (in person or virtually) soon!!

Betty Kendall’s 104th birthday was celebrated at 
Alpha’s February luncheon meeting.

Valerie Helms-Mejia
DISTRICT OFFICER
Alpha–Muncie, IN

Psi Iota Xi sister Kathie Nix captured a nun’s role in 
Sister Act at the Muncie Civic Theatre.

Santa visited our meeting at Vera Mae Restaurant, 
where he was greeted by President Valerie Helms-
Mejia.
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long look at the building and determined that 
we needed to invest in its safety and upkeep.
Preparations began with an architect and a 
real estate broker’s assessment of the strength 
of the building, constructed in 1847. Both 
experts deemed the building strong and ir-
replaceable for location and space. The next 
step was obtaining bids on what needed to 
be repaired. The wooden windows and door 
frames were deteriorated, parts of the gutters 
detached from the roof, and holes in our 
fascia and soffits were large enough for birds 
to fly in. Because our building was placed on 
the National Historic Register in 1976, we 
needed to get approval for changes from the 
local Historical Preservation Committee. The 
expenses were jaw-dropping, and we voted 
to use our endowment funds for the repairs. 
We have also applied for a community grant 
to assist.
Phase 1 addressed our most critical con-
cerns—water and wood! The roof was re-
paired, and new gutters were added, with 
a downspout to take water away from the 
house into the yard. Aluminum clad windows 
replaced wooden ones to reduce future main-
tenance. The fascia and soffits were spared 
when possible, and the new wood was milled 
to match the old. The portico was repaired, 
and all the wood was painted. We were able 
to conduct business as usual throughout most 
of the process, until the quarantine dictated 
that we close.
Phase 2 begins this summer. The disinte-
grated limestone wall around the corner and 
the sunken, broken sidewalk will be replaced, 
with the downspouts going under the walk-
way. Then, the gutters and downspouts will 
divert the water safely away from the build-
ing. Phase 2 will include new modest, motion 
sensor lighting around the Box for safety, and 
the north and east windows will be replaced. 
If funds are available, the block section in 
the back will be painted, and windows in the 
block section will be re-glazed. A large pine 
tree planted in 1983 and two ornamental 
trees were removed. Original photos of the 
building will guide our replanting.
We strive to have a fresh face in time for the 
National Convention and to continue with 
our charitable endeavors for those less for-
tunate for another 100 years!

KAPPA
Kokomo, Indiana
23 Members

Second Monday
December 31, 1908

Slate of Officers: Holly Seamon, President; 
Diane Waggaman, Vice President; Gail Hart, 
Treasurer; Donna Bowland, Recording Sec-
retary; Linda White, Corresponding Secre-
tary; Wendy Daniels, Conductress
Social Activities: We continue a “Who Am 
I” in our monthly newsletter that allows us 
to find out fun and interesting facts about 
one another we may not have known before. 
Secret Sister is fun for those who want to 
participate. We like to begin our meeting 
with grins and giggles, while calling the role.
Our Fall Social allows us to combine food, 
fun and a charitable mission. A simple act 

brought joy to over 100 people. We get in 
the Christmas Spirit while signing and ad-
dressing Christmas cards for clients of a 
local not-for-profit that helps the aging and 
homebound in our community.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Our sum-
mer Speech Clinic 2019 serviced many chil-
dren. Free to the students attending, the 
clinic helps fill in the gap in therapy during 
the summer. We had plans in place for this 
summer’s clinic but everything is on hold due 
to the Covid-19 virus.
Our Thrift shop, open two days per week 
throughout the year, remains a favorite to our 
loyal, regular customers, looking to see what 
new “treasures” they may find.
Our Fall Fundraisers were some “Silent Par-
ties” where members took orders for 31 prod-
ucts and Pampered Chef. They both did well. 
For the second year we had a fundraiser at the 
Harvey Hinklemeyers restaurant where we 
received a portion of their sales that day. We 
sisters just acted as hostesses greeting people, 
telling them about our work and thanking 
them for their patronage.
Little did we know that our Spring Social/Si-
lent Auction Luncheon held in March would 
be the last group event held for such a long 
time. The items vary each year, as this year 
we had some wonderful designer purses and 
scarves that added to the baskets of items 
donated by local business and our sisters. We 
also have many handmade items that show 
the creativity of our group.
All our efforts allowed us to be able to give 
$2,900 in scholarships this year.
We were also able to donate to various worthy 
organizations in our community.
We wish all of you a healthy 2020-2021, a 
year of sisterly fun, and creativity facing our 
challenges with the realization of how blessed 
we truly are.

ALPHA MU
Hartford City, Indiana

9 Members
Third Monday

1925
Slate of Officers: Cara Bennett, President; 
Ashlee Beeman, Vice President; Sherene 
Clamme, Treasurer; Arlene West, Corre-
sponding Secretary; Garnet Robles, Record-
ing Secretary
Chapter News: Our small chapter is grow-
ing; we did pledge one new lady this year. We 
have nine faithful active members and five 
honorary members that go above and beyond 
to make sure that our chapter remains active 
and fundraisers are profitable which allows 
us to give back to our community. This past 
February we had a wonderful visit from our 
District Officer, Beth Vipond. Due to Co-
vid-19 restrictions, we were not able to hold 
our annual spring dinner with our honoraria, 
but we keep them updated through social 
media and phone calls.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: 2019-
2020 has been a profitable year for the Al-
pha Mu Chapter. Our cheese ball fundraiser 
continues to be profitable year after year. The 
proceeds from this project allow us to contin-

ue sponsoring our annual speech and hearing 
clinic during the summer, and also allows us 
to contribute to the Blackford High School 
Academic Honor Jacket program. Each year 
we provide a scholarship for a graduating 
senior planning to attend college and major 
in the areas of Speech and Hearing, Art, 
Music or Literature. In September we added 
a new fundraiser and sold fall mums. October 
brought Halloween and we participated in 
our city sponsored annual Trunk and Treat. 
It was so much fun for all and approximately 
350 children were involved. This was a big hit 
and we will do it again. This past December 
we adopted two families at holiday time and 
bought gifts consisting of clothes, shoes, 
jackets, other necessities, and of course, toys. 
It is very gratifying and worthwhile to give 
from our hearts. Our fall mum sale was so 
rewarding that we sold spring flowers, flats 
and hanging floral baskets. Imagination Li-
brary of Blackford County received a dona-
tion from our chapter to help sustain this 
wonderful program of giving free books to 
children birth to five years of age. We will 
help also sponsor the Blackford County Arts 
Place, Arts in the Parks program for students 
this summer.
We continue to educate our community about 
domestic violence and to assist victims when 
and where necessary. We continue to honor 
the memory of our sister who lost her life due 
to an act of domestic violence in 2001.

Alpha Mu members sport unicorn headbands at the 
community Trunk or Treat event.

Alpha Mu and crew hard at work making cheese balls.
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sic, and libraries at Mount Vernon schools. 
We also provide support to individuals in 
our community on a request basis. Alpha 
Phi also funds three $1,000 scholarships in 
art, literature, and music to Mount Vernon 
college-bound seniors. Our chapter is still 
going strong and continues to grow in our 
community!!

ALPHA CHI
Hagerstown, Indiana

25 Members
Second & Fourth Monday

December 29, 1927
Slate of Officers: Gwen Haney, President; 
Debbie Weiss, Vice President; Debbie Bell, 
Recording Secretary; Susie Lewis, Treasur-
er; Jane Tibbets, Corresponding Secretary; 
Suanna Goodnight, Conductress; Mary Ann 
Pollard, Advisor
Social Activities: To honor our past presi-
dents, we celebrated at Hartley Hills Country 
Club. Visiting with the past presidents is al-
ways enjoyable and informative. Our holiday 
party was held at King’s Café in Cambridge 
City. We each brought a special book. Each 
member won a book by playing a game. We 
make homemade items that are auctioned off 
to our sorority members. A side of our sisters 
not often seen comes out, both in trying to 
outbid each other and in finding the various 
talents we have.
Chapter News: Our year did not end as 
planned. Because of the Coronavirus, the 
year was cut short. We were unable to do two 
money-making projects—selling geraniums 
and hanging baskets for Mother’s Day. We 
also had a new excellent money-making idea. 
It will have to wait until next year. We were 
able to do our two April meetings via Zoom, 
virtually. It was great to get to visit with each 
other and still conduct some needed business.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: We have 
many projects we support. Members bring 
several donated items throughout the year. 
These go to the elementary nurse, Senior 
Center, food bank, families at Christmas and 
women’s shelter. We also donated money to 
the Trustee’s Office to help those that need 
help with heating bills. Other monetary do-
nations are made on an as needed basis. 
One or two graduating seniors are given 
a scholarship annually. We try to support 
those who will be studying art, literature or 
music. Making cheese balls is our tried and 
true fundraiser. Besides being a good mon-
eymaker, it is an excellent social time. Jubilee 
Days celebrates the end of summer. We had a 
reading tent and read books to children. Each 
child then chose a book or two for their own. 
In support of literature, we donate books to 
the Community Reader program. At the end 
of the year, books are given to the children. 
Several of our members are volunteer readers 
in this program. We read weekly to students 
in a classroom.

ALPHA PHI
Fortville, Indiana
25 Members

Second Wednesday
September 1927

Slate of Officers: Jenny Humerickhouse, 
President; Gale Jacobi, Vice President; Beth 
Aikens, Treasurer; Lola Halterman, Record-
ing Secretary; Lisa Decker, Corresponding 
Secretary; Lou Ann Ewing, Conductress
As we close out our 91st year, we chalk it up 
with another successful year supporting our 
community. With each passing year, we are 
growing in our community awareness. 
Our year started in June with our two-week 
speech clinic that we sponsor. This clinic pro-
vides speech pathology to 15-20 kids in need. 
Our fundraising efforts begin in September 
with our mum sale and annual Sisterhood 
Bazaar. The Sisterhood Bazaar was started 
as a way to build our membership, but has 
grown into so much more. The bazaar has 
multiple vendors where locals can shop, eat, 
and bid in a silent auction. PIX is one of the 
vendors. We sell trash bags, extra mums, and 
pass out literature regarding membership. A 
great day for all involved and we are raising 
money at the same time.
As fall continues into the holidays, our fun-
draising efforts include nut & candy sales, 
and of course our wonderful cheeseballs! 
Our cheeseball sales continue to be one of 
our biggest fundraising efforts. Cheeseball 
day is a great day allowing all of the sisters to 
fellowship and catch up while working hard 
at the same time. As Alpha Phi continues 
into the holidays, we begin by distributing 
“Cheer Baskets.” Each sister contributes to 
make approximately 30 cheer baskets that 
we hand out to those in need to provide a 
little cheer. We continue providing cheer 
by co-hosting “Breakfast with Santa.” Each 
child in attendance receives a book donated 
by our chapter.
Our Christmas social is a highly anticipated 
event that also includes a fundraiser for our 
general fund. We all gather together for a fun 
evening including delicious food, games, an 
ornament exchange, and a Christmas auc-
tion. Each sister brings an item, many home-
made, to be auctioned off with all proceeds 
benefiting our general fund. 
As our year continued, we were hit with the 
Coronavirus. The virus may have slowed our 
socializing, but it did not stop our growth. 
We continued to meet, although not in per-
son, communicating over email, greeting 
cards, and phone calls. We gained three new 
sisters that would be initiated later when we 
could actually meet in person. Our spring 
flower fundraiser was a huge success under 
the circumstances. Every year we sell beau-
tiful hanging baskets, flats of annuals, and 
geraniums. Even though things looked dif-
ferent, our community came out to support 
us with masks, social distancing, and gloves; 
our flowers were picked up and delivered in 
time for Mother’s Day.
Our fundraising efforts allow us to provide 
donations and support for local organizations 
in our community including the art, mu-

BETA GAMMA
Peru, Indiana
56 Members
Third Monday
June 1929

Slate of Officers: Laura Prescott, President; 
Cami Walters, Vice President; Kristi Jor-
dan, Recording Secretary; Sharon Shuey, 
Corresponding Secretary; Laura Stephens, 
Treasurer; Leigh Duckwall, Conductress; 
Laura Hochstedler, Advisor
Social Activities: Under the leadership of 
President Laura Prescott, Beta Gamma en-
joyed another fun and successful year. Our 
goal this year was to encourage new member-
ship and improve bonding inside and outside 
of our chapter. We started in June with our 
90th Anniversary & Pledge Dinner held at 
the restored Peru Firehouse. We welcomed 
three new members. A delicious meal was 
catered  and the initiation ceremony was 
beautiful. In August our meeting and party 
was held outside in President Laura Prescott’s 
backyard. Tailgating with My Sisters was the 
theme and members were encouraged to 
don their favorite team jerseys. There was 
plenty of fun, food, and festivities. A new 
monthly Traveling Trophy, a large goblet 
filled with chocolate surprises, was introduced 
and awarded to the member who best fulfilled 
the president’s challenge of best costume, 
most cheeseballs sold, top flower sales, or for 
other interesting reasons deemed exemplary 
by our president. Also, Generational Trivia 
sheets began circulating at meetings during 
social time to allow members to interact 
with each other and to add a bit of friendly 
competition to our meetings. The team who 
had the most correct answers won prizes and 
held bragging rights until the next meeting. 
Halloween costumes were worn by members 
at the  October meeting and fall colors and 
tasty treats were enjoyed by all. The final 
plans were made for the November and De-
cember cheeseball fundraiser. Our December 
party was a wine and shiplap event held at the 
Riverview Event Center in Peru. Each mem-
ber painted their own shiplap board with 
lovely holiday messages while partaking of 
refreshments and socializing. The crew from 
the Crafty Vibe instructed members in creat-
ing their beautiful Christmas shiplap board 
decorations. Our March party was planned 
when the COVID-19 pandemic began. We 
had planned to sew a large banner to celebrate 
the 100th Anniversary of Women’s Suffrage. 
The banner was to be carried by members in 
the Peru Circus City Festival parade in July. 
This event had to be postponed due to the 
Coronavirus. April came, and we had our first 
virtual meeting via ZOOM . President Laura 
Prescott was prepared and the meeting was 
a success. Members voted on Psi Ote of the 
Year, and four well-deserving members tied 
for the title. The honors went to Barb Con-
ner, Kristi Jordan, Sally Piper, and Heather 
Muzzillo. We are planning our May meeting 
as I am writing this...hopefully we can all meet 
in person, face to face, but we may have to 
meet virtually through ZOOM again. Thank 
goodness we have technology.
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Chapter News: Delegates Laura Prescott 
and Sharon Shuey attended the Psi Iota Xi 
National Convention “Dancing With My 
Sisters” in French Lick, Indiana. They were 
joined by sisters Stacia Bonifant, Jaclyn Boni-
fant, Laura Hochstedler, Judy Jaberg, Heather 
Muzzillo, Sally Piper, and Lisa Reibly. Our 
chapter received a Certificate of Recognition 
at the National Convention for contributions 
made to all speech and hearing projects in the 
East Central District. The convention was 
very informative and uplifting. Sister Stacia 
Bonifant chaired a Break Out Session about 
How to Recruit and Keep Members active 
in Psi Iota Xi. Attendees were engaged and 
appreciative for the information presented. 
We all learned from other chapters; we par-
ticipated in activities, and we feel grateful that 
we belong to such a terrific organization. Our 
chapter initiated and welcomed three new 
members at our June 2019 Anniversary & 
Pledge Dinner, and they are Christi Callane, 
Maryann Farnham, and Ann Martin.
Sadly, we lost two members. Jan Spencer 
and Honorary Retired, Marjorie Adamson, 
mother of active member, Pam Morris. They 
were Psi Otes through and through and will 
be missed.
We created a new photo directory of active 
members with photo, name and information 
about them and their family to help all mem-
bers become more familiar with each other. 
The directory was distributed in July and 
has been a helpful guide for all. Our Chapter 
Standing Rules and Bylaws were updated 
and distributed to all members. Also, Beta 
Gamma applied for a State Rotating Grant to 
help raise money that the chapter has com-
mitted to the new YMCA  Capital Building 
Project in Peru. Results are to be announced 
at the State Convention. Sister Jeri Monroe 
improved our chapter publicity by submitting 
articles to local newspapers and radio stations 
regarding flower and cheeseball sales as well as 
information about our chapter contributions 
and accomplishments in the community.
What a wonderful and yet a bit odd year we 
have had. We had a stranger, an interloper 
of sorts, come into all of our lives beginning 
in March 2020 named CORONAVIRUS or 
COVID-19, which changed all of our lives 
and intercepted our “normal” routines, but 
through this terrible ordeal, we have become 
stronger and accomplished a great deal. We 
are blessed to have great members who be-
lieve in our cause and strive to be the best they 
can be for our chapter and our community. 
We, Beta Gamma Chapter of Psi Iota Xi, are 
excited and look forward to our next adven-
ture together.
Until then, stay safe, stay healthy, love one 
another, and wash your hands.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: We have 
had success again with our Spring Flower 
Coupon Sale and our November and Decem-
ber Cheeseball fundraisers. The flower profits 
for 2019 were $ 2,051, and our cheeseball 
profits tallied $32,401. A total of 6,358 cheese-
balls were sold. Apparel is also sold at every 
State and National convention. Proceeds help 
fund our Philanthropic grants. Our sisters 
continue to volunteer each month to pack 
90 backpacks of non-perishable food items to 

distribute to pre-school children in need of 
food assistance in Miami County. Our Speech 
and Hearing Program is getting underway, 
and our clinician is ready to begin as soon as 
our schools are allowed to be in session. Beta 
Gamma continues to contribute to numerous 
programs each year, some of which are Cir-
cus City Festival Scholarship Program, Ole 
Olsen Memorial Theatre, FOP Christmas 
Program,  Nurturing Parent Program, Food 
Finders Truck, Helping Hands, Arts Alive, 
and Read to your Bunny Program. We are so 
thankful for our dedicated and hardworking 
Beta Gamma members and volunteers who 
help make these fundraisers and charitable 
activities a success.

BETA DELTA
Van Wert, Ohio
8 Members

First and Third Tuesday
September 1929

Slate of Officers: Susan Mosier, President; 
Elizabeth Gibson, Vice President; Lori Balliet, 
Recording Secretary; Betty Miller, Treasur-
er; Connie Hart, Corresponding Secretary; 
Gale McCoy, Conductress; Kathy Miller, 
Advisor
Beta Delta had another successful year with 
President Susan Mosier leading us! We cel-
ebrated our chapter making a difference in 
our community for 90 years by hosting a meal 
for members, past members, district and na-
tional officers. We met September 17, 2019 at 
Special Occasions serving a full course meal 
prepared by current members and completed 
the meal with an anniversary cake donated 
by Betty Miller.
As suggested at convention last year, we vis-
ited a local business to learn about their op-
eration. Shelly Dunno, part owner of Sisters 
Embroidery and More, showed the group 
their embroidery machines, vinyl and sub-
limination processing all used to put designs 
and names on shirts, bags, towels, cups etc. 
Our president, Susan Mosier, also part owner, 
then hosted the meeting at the business. It 
was a fun night and an informative one as 
well.
In lieu of a Christmas gift exchange, we do-
nated money to a local food pantry to use 
for future food purchases needed. We also 
contacted a local food processing factory 
who donated 25 pounds of turkey breast. 
This meat was given to this local food pantry 
to distribute to needy families during the 
Christmas holiday season.
We participated in our town’s Christmas in 
the Village celebration. This year they had 
a new event, Festival of Trees. Although we 
didn’t provide a decorated tree, we did have 
members who helped with this event and we 
sponsored a craft event for the younger chil-
dren. Betty Miller and Gale McCoy helped 
approximately 100 children decorate Christ-
mas balls to take home and put on their trees.
Our main fundraising project is making/sell-
ing cheeseballs for Thanksgiving, Christmas 
and Easter. This year we made around 1,600 
cheeseballs. The Coronavirus affected us by 
having to cancel our Easter cheeseball project 
and our annual community Easter Egg hunt.

Even though the Coronavirus decreased our 
annual profits for distribution to organiza-
tions, we were still able to donate $7,500. 
Some of these organizations include local 
Fire/EMS departments, pre-school and el-
ementary libraries, high school drama de-
partments and local food pantries.
As members of Psi Iota Xi may we all look 
forward to another great year in sharing 
friendship, laughter and service to others. 
Let us continue to give cheer to those less 
fortunate and help to enrich the lives of those 
around us.

BETA ZETA
Summitville, Indiana

15 Members
Second Tuesday

1930
Slate of Officers: Anita Moulton, President; 
Pam Smith, Vice President; Sheila Mar-
tin, Corresponding/Recording Secretary; 
Christy Howell, Treasurer; Dina Moyer, 
Conductress; Pat Brunt, Advisor
Social Activities: Our August meeting in-
cluded a baked potato bar with dessert. Our 
September program proved to be one of our 
favorites when members brought a “loved 
children’s book” to share. Several members 
brought books from their own childhood, 
while others brought books they read with 
their own children or grandchildren. October 
found us making Halloween themed book-
marks for the residents of our local senior 
care facility. In November Beta Zeta member 
Christine Davis gave a lively presentation of 
her duties as a licensed occupational thera-
pist. Our December hostesses treated us to 
a buffet meal and then we participated in a 
Christmas themed gift exchange with several 
gifts being “stolen” many times. Officers of the 
newly formed Madison-Grant High School 
FFA chapter visited our March meeting and 
gave an overview of the activities of their 
first year. Our combined business and social 
meetings always provide a great experience 
for the sisters of Beta Zeta.
Chapter News: Our membership increased 
by three with the return of two former active 
Psi Otes and active membership for a college 
member. We mourned the loss of a former 
Beta Zeta sister. Health issues and family 
commitments made attendance at meetings 
a challenge for some members, but we still 
managed a very productive year under the 
outstanding leadership of our president Pam 
Smith. We look forward to continuing our 
projects for next year.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Cheese-
balls in November and flower sales in May 
provide funds to support our philanthropic 
projects. We support Madison-Grant High 
School with the Champions Together project, 
Unified Special Ed Co-op, and Scholastic 
Project. We recognize outstanding senior 
band, choral, and art students with mon-
etary awards. We present $1000 in scholar-
ships to Madison-Grant seniors. We donate to 
our local fire department, library, and Hope 
Center. We continue to support the Summit 
Health and Living Center with cards and 
personal Christmas gifts for each resident. 
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BETA UPSILON
Mt. Vernon, Ohio
18 Members

Second Tuesday
May 1937

Slate of Officers: Vikki Eley, President; Julie 
Borchers, Vice President; Elaine Ambro-
siani, Recording Secretary; Sandra Fithian, 
Treasurer; Megan Snow, Corresponding 
Secretary; Sandra Fithan and Vikki Eley, 
Co-Conductresses; Sandra Fithian, Advisor
Social Activities: Our group is comprised 
of women with widely varying schedules, 
making regular social get-togethers chal-
lenging but all the more rich. We often have 
a happy hour or dinner prior to some of our 
meetings where we socialize, catch up and 
meet new friends.
This year, we held our annual Christmas 
Party at Mazza’s, a local Italian restaurant and 
anchor in the Mount Vernon food scene. We 
were joined by many of our retired members.
In February, some of our Psi Otes attended 
a “Galentines’ Day” wine and hors d’oeuvre 
event at Cedar & Thread, a local boutique 
featuring unique home décor, scented can-

We also supply clothing protectors sewn by 
our members. We have a trio of members 
who participate in a weekly domino game 
with residents. In November we donate baby 
blankets to the nursery of a local hospital. 
We adopt a family in December and provide 
Christmas gifts.

BETA IOTA
Farmland, Indiana

6 Members
Second Monday

1932
Slate of Officers: Sarah Laskar, President; 
Jennette Sumwalt, Recording Secretary; Jen-
nifer Schneider, Corresponding Secretary; 
Alicia Corn, Treasurer
We really enjoy our Sisterhood with our Soror-
ity Sisters. We are small enough where we can 
adjust our meetings to accommodate change 
in work, class and children schedules. Plus, 
it allows us the joy of passing babies arm to 
arm to be able to have young members join 
us and we enjoy our time together and ac-
complish more.
We were able to visit 80 plus elderly, shut-ins 
and special people who might need a smile 
at the time last May. We took them goody 
bags with homemade quick bread, fruit and 
a special spring surprise. The preparations, 
assembly and delivery has always been so 
enjoyable and our legacy (children & grand-
children) want and do join us on this day. 
Of course, we meet at our local Pizza King 
afterwards to get a recap of our day and enjoy 
each other’s stories of who we’ve meet or who 
we’ve lost this year. It is a great “May Caring 
Day” with May Bags.
We always enjoy hosting our Longaberger 
Basket & Vera Bradly Bag Bingo. It is great 
to see our community come out to support 
us. We get to see our loyal friends and new 
Bingo Buddies.
We make cheeseballs. As newbies, we’ve found 
two good recipes that our customers enjoy. 
So, from October to December, we have them 
for sale.
Our money-making projects help support 
the various groups we help at the schools, 
and community children programs. We also 
help families who are experiencing hard-
ships whether to health, death, fire or any 
special need.
We’ve enjoyed having our meetings at our 
homes, new restaurants and via Zoom this 
year. So new but great fun since we wouldn’t 
meet otherwise. Our hostess delivered cook-
ies for refreshments and an activity for each of 
us to follow up with after the Zoom meeting, 
like colorful hearts for decorating windows 
during the pandemic for our neighbors to 
enjoy during their passing of our homes.
We do feel we have missed out because our 
Spring 2020 money makers were cancelled, 
but feel full-hearted, relieved, thankful and 
blessed to have our family and we are all here, 
in our homes safe, healthy and well.

dles, exclusive clothing, craft jewelry and 
other accoutrements followed by dinner at a 
local pub. Little did we know it’d be our last 
successful social event for the season!
We normally have a crafting activity later in 
the spring, but this year’s felting activity was 
cancelled due to the COVID 19 shelter-at-
home policies mandated by Ohio.
Chapter News: This year, we initiated six 
new members who have been a welcome and 
helpful addition to our group. Sadly, one of 
those members will be moving out of the 
area due to a job change, but her presence 
was much appreciated during the time we 
had with her.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Our 
group, while small, contributes to our com-
munity in many ways. As we do each fall, we 
assisted the district school nurse with vision 
screenings in the city’s elementary schools, 
junior high and senior high schools.
Several times each month, we volunteered at 
our local YMCA for their youth enrichment 
program where elementary age kids are of-
fered the opportunity to complete a craft 
while their parents attend a YMCA class. We 
developed creative crafts and provided the 
materials—and “Psi Ote power”—to facilitate 
these craft classes.
For many, many years, our chapter has par-
ticipated in our community’s Food for the 
Hungry campaign. Beta Upsilon holds a seat 
on the campaign’s board and helps to plan the 
annual food drive. For our part, we facilitated 
the collection of canned goods and monetary 
donations at all of the city schools, tallied 
the money and canned goods collected and 
provided pizza parties for each of the class 
winners at the elementary schools. As we do 
each December, members represented Psi 
Iota Xi in Mount Vernon’s Annual Christmas 
Parade, highlighting the community’s giving 
to this worthy cause.
February found us hosting the reception 
following Knox County Symphony Young 
Musicians Concert at Kenyon College. Our 
members baked many dozens of homemade 
cookies for this event! Attendees look forward 
to our home baked fare!

Beta Upsilon hosted their main fundraiser, “An 
Enchanted Woodland Tea.” 
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Throughout the year, many of our members 
supported various theatre groups by usher-
ing at the many shows. We also assisted with 
the Community Christmas Luminary Walk 
held at Mount Vernon’s beautiful Foundation 
Park. This year, our members helped to fill 
the sand bags used for the luminaries.
Finally, our main fundraiser this year was 
our Third Annual Tea, with this year’s theme 
being “An Enchanted Woodland Tea.” The 
woodland theme was brought to life with the 
creation of a forest-like setting filled with tall 
pines and woodland creatures (all tame and 
house-trained, being ornamental). Each table 
featured a different critter and was set with 
rustic, woodsy dishes provided by different 
Psi Otes. Every centerpiece was different to 
reflect that table’s woodland creature. Our 
gourmet tea sandwiches, salads and teas were 
crafted to suit our woodland theme and ac-
cented by the haunting tunes of a hammered 
dulcimer and acoustic guitar. The Tea was 
accompanied by a silent auction. Approxi-
mately 80 guests attended.

GAMMA ALPHA
Portland, Indiana
29 Members

First Monday and Third Tuesday
June 10, 1940

Slate of Officers: Jeanna Ford, President; 
Sandy McGraw, Vice President; Rachel 
Benirschke, Treasurer; Sara Mercer, Corre-
sponding Secretary; Abby Theurer, Record-
ing Secretary; Sarah Link, Social Media & 
Communications Guru
Of our current membership, there are 26 
Active Members and 3 Honorary Active. Our 
2020 Psi Ote of the Year is Rachel Benirschke. 
We are so lucky to have Rachel, who works 
tirelessly as our Treasurer and who is always 
looking at improving ways for our group to 
operate more efficiently.
Our chapter initiated one new legacy and two 
new active members this year. This year we 
continued to encourage meeting attendance 
with three activities, PIX Treasure Box (raffle 
for a $50 gift card), PIX Picks (bid on a jar 
filled with one of our sister’s favorite things), 
and Almost Perfect PIX Attendance (be en-
tered to win $100 by attending at least 10 of 
the 13 meetings). The past few years we have 
been scheduling some of our meetings at local 
restaurants, for some fun and also to support 
our community.
This year we tried something different with 
our annual cheeseball sales. At the recom-
mendation of many other PIX chapters and 
due to local logistical difficulties, we voted to 
have our cheeseballs mixed by a third party 
vendor this year. Members selflessly drove 
several hours to pick up the cheeseball mix, 
and then we still met to roll, package, and dis-
tribute them. Another of our top fundraisers 
is our Taco Salad booth at the Tri-State Gas 
Engine & Tractor Show. This event is held 
in our hometown in August, and brings in 
vendors from around the world! In addition, 
we began selling Pineapple Whip during our 
Great Jay County Fair, which was a complete 
hit with crowds! We plan to continue all of 
these fundraisers in the coming year.

Gamma Alpha has been a proud sponsor of 
many of our local Civic Theater’s produc-
tions. This year, among others, we contribut-
ed to the productions of Newsies and Frozen 
Jr. Not only does our chapter donate mon-
etarily, but we also volunteer as ushers for 
the performances and provide refreshments 
for intermissions—this includes dozens and 
dozens of cookies baked by our ladies!
Through hours of dedication and hard work, 
our membership has been able to contribute 
to many worthy causes throughout the year. 
In addition to the Civic Theater, Gamma 
Alpha also donates to the Jay County High 
School Theatre Dept., Jay County Arts Place, 
Jay County Library Summer Reading Pro-
gram, Jay Schools Reading is Fundamental, 
Kates Kart, Indiana Deaf Camp, Hear Indi-
ana Camp, local hearing aid needs, Youth 
Service Bureau of Portland, Secret Families 
Christmas Charity, Fourth of July Festival, 
MidWest Pet Refuge, Red Cross blood drives, 
local food banks, and many other deserving 
local organizations. We are so proud to be 
able to do these good works!
While COVID-19 has put a damper on some 
of our spring activities and meetings, we are 
trying to adjust and use technology to our 
advantage. We are lucky to have a tech-savvy 
member who sends out regular emails to keep 
everyone up to date on all the latest informa-
tion. Our officers have met in conference calls 
to be able to make executive time-sensitive 
decisions. And in the works, we are planning 
to test out Zoom for upcoming meetings and 
our annual June Banquet. We are all looking 
forward to being together again, once the 
main threat of the virus has passed.
Lastly, we would like to give a shout out to 
our President, Jeanna Ford, as she runs for 
State PIX Secretary! Best wishes Jeanna—we 
support you 110%!

GAMMA TAU
Marion, Indiana
29 Members
First Tuesday
April 25, 1954

Slate of Officers: Tori Mankin, President; 
Vicki Gray, Vice President; Carol Eddy, 
Recording Secretary; Cheri Milford, Trea-
surer; Renee Cox, Corresponding Secretary; 
Terry Collier, Conductress; Beth Vipond and 
Linda Kitts, Advisors
As we complete our 65th year as a chapter we 
will continue to look forward!
We completed our main fundraiser for the 
year in record time! Thanks to the dedication 
and participation of our sisters, we made and 
wrapped 7,500 of our famous cheese balls in 
13 hours. The cheese balls were delivered to 
customers and sold at craft fairs and other 
venues.
Our fundraising efforts allow us to serve our 
community. Fifteen students were screened 
and treated at our annual speech and hear-
ing clinic. Scholarships will be awarded to 
high school students studying in our mission 
sphere. Our Books for Babes program con-
tinues with the distribution of books to new 
mothers in our local hospital. Our Christmas 
family this year was a grandmother raising 

seven grandchildren. All of our recipients 
were appreciative of our gifts of support.
We will be initiating three new members: 
Glenda Fuller, Jennifer Cassidy, and Chris-
tina Rumple. They will make amazing addi-
tions to our chapter!
Our socializing included pop-up parties and 
a shopping spree in Indianapolis. Parties and 
shopping are a great combination for fun!
In this the most challenging of years our 
sisterhood remains strong. Our drive to con-
tinue our mission of community service in 
speech, hearing, art, music and literature is 
ongoing.

ZETA BETA
Anderson, Indiana

8 Members
Third Tuesday
April 7, 1957

Slate of Officers: Kaye Judt, President; Terri 
Lee, Vice President; Linda Gould, Record-
ing Secretary; Jan Olive, Corresponding 
Secretary; Mary Falkenberry, Treasurer; 
Melody Hunt, Advisor
Social Activities: Beginning a new year is 
always exciting! We met for dinner in the 
home of our president, Kaye Judt, to discuss 
old and new projects for the coming year. Our 
first meeting is rather lengthy due to catching 
up with each member and information from 
our National Board. Monthly meetings are 
held in each other’s homes.
For our December Christmas meeting, we 
chose to go to a Japanese Steak House. It 
was such a special time of fun, laughter, and 
sharing. We were especially honored to have 
the presence of Ruth Bunnell, 100-year-old 
mother of member Sally Jones, at this meeting.
Chapter News: Two of our members cel-
ebrated on the same day the birth of one’s 
first grandchild and the other’s first great-
grandchild. Sadly one of our members went 
inactive due to health reasons.
“Being of Good Cheer” is our motto as the 
Covid-19 crisis consumed our lives, being 
separated from our family and friends, and 
ended our year. One of our dear sisters sur-
vived this nasty virus and is regaining her 
strength. Prayers are powerful. Zeta Beta 
Sisters continue to shelter in place, wash our 
hands frequently, keep social distancing, and 
check on one another. Through the unknown 
challenges before us, Zeta Beta will persevere.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Monthly 
each hostess decides on a charitable project 
and donations needed. Some donations are 
monetary with others being items for local 
food pantries, soup kitchens, Salvation Army, 
animal protection leagues, and more. We also 
volunteer to fill food bags for children for a 
local school.
Our biggest fundraiser is the making of cheese-
balls in October. You could also say it is one 
of our biggest socials. We need many hus-
bands, family, and friends to assemble 1,300 
cheeseballs.
Our newest fundraiser is catering special 
luncheons and dinners for local churches.
In March, we partnered with the Art Associa-
tion of Madison County on their 21st Annual 
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Madison County High School Art Exhibit 
for any high school student. We provided 
the exhibit reception and awarded $450 total 
to winners in each genre and were docents 
throughout the exhibit.
We were able to continue our contributions 
to the Madison County Literacy Coalition, 
Anderson Symphony, and the Anderson Area 
Children/Youth Choirs.
We are in the planning stages of funding a 
scholarship for a continuing speech/hearing 
student in graduate school.

ETA IOTA
Parker City, Indiana

18 Members
First Tuesday
March 24, 1968

Slate of Officers: Dana Calhoun, President; 
Angela Guillaume, Vice President; Tonya 
Garland, Treasurer; Connie Goen, Record-
ing Secretary; Lesley Moulton, Correspond-
ing Secretary; Traci Lykins, Advisor
Social Activities: Our sisters enjoy spending 
time together, so most of our meetings and 
fundraisers take on the feel of a social activity. 
However, we had a lovely Christmas dinner 
at the home of member Connie Goen. The 
Social Committee planned a delicious dinner 
and fun games, such as pin the bow on the 
sister. A local quilter brought several of her 
beautiful homemade quilts to share with the 
sisters. We topped the evening off with our 
annual ornament exchange.
Chapter News: At our March meeting, which 
was hosted by President Dana Calhoun, we 
sampled several delicious dessert cheese-
balls. We are looking into adding this as a 
fundraiser for the coming year. We had also 
planned a social activity to go as a group to 
the local Muncie Civic Theatre and watch 
Mamma Mia. However, that had to be put on 
hold due to the COVID-19 closures. We look 
forward to another fun and successful year 
in 2020-2021 as we continue to spread cheer 
to those less fortunate about us.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: We 
hosted our annual Arts and Crafts Show 
and SoupFest at Monroe Central Jr./Sr. High 
School in October. We had over 720 guests 
to our show and our vendor spaces were full. 
It was a beautiful fall day, which brought 
out many visitors to shop and enjoy our 
SoupFest, which sold out of nearly all items. 
Our Bake Sale was more successful than ever 
before this year with many scrumptious items 
that were made by our members. Overall, the 
day was a huge success and by far the biggest 
fundraiser our chapter holds. In December, 
many of our sisters met to help with Secret 
Families, which is a local charity that pro-
vides Christmas gifts for families in need. 
We met at the Farmland Friends Church on a 
Saturday in December and wrapped gifts that 
had been purchased for the families. There 
was much talking, laughing, singing, and 
even a little dancing as we happily wrapped 
gifts, sharing the Christmas spirit. In March, 
we had our annual Flower Sale to finish off 
our year of fundraising.

THETA ZETA
Fort Recovery, Ohio

40 Members
Fourth Wednesday

June 9, 1971
Slate of Officers: Mary Diller, President; 
Amy Klingshirn, Vice President; Jessi-
ca Jutte, Treasurer; Cathy Etzler, Cor-
responding Secretary; Pauline Faller, 
Recording Secretary; Shelly Vaughn, Con-
ductress
Social Activities: The sisters of Theta Zeta 
meet monthly August through May. This 
past June we celebrated our own Founder’s 
Day with a meal and fellowship at our new 
FR Park Building. It was our 48th anniver-
sary. Throughout the year, we schedule 
informative speakers prior to our busi-
ness meetings. At Christmas in 2019, we 
enjoyed fellowship and got very crafty 
making plushy snowmen. As a group in 
the fall, we ate at a Mexican restaurant 
and then toured our NEW local Vocational 
School called Tri Star. What a wonderful 
building that is available to our students in 
our two-county area!
Chapter News: This year we were unable 
to complete some of our fundraisers due to 
the pandemic, but two wonderful projects 
were established because of the situation.
Close to $700 was raised and given to our 
local food pantries by our sorority and our 
local Community Club. As a service proj-
ect, areas of our park were sectioned off and 
members and families in our community 
will be responsible for that area (trimming, 
picking up branches, etc.) throughout the 
summer. A special thanks to Mary Diller 
for her wonderful leadership of Theta Zeta.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Our 
chapter profited over $8,500 in fundraiser 
in the 2019-2020 year. This money was 
raised through the following projects: ca-
tering our local Historical One-Of-A-Kind 
Auction, Bulk Food Sales (twice yearly), 
and Cake Roll Sales, organizing our Com-
munity Calendar, and Sechler Pickle Sales. 
Members also donate countless volunteer 
hours during our local summer festival, 
The Jubilee. We add up the hours by par-
ticipating in the parade, selling chicken 
dinners, organizing and running a quarter 
auction, and organizing a craft beer and 
wine tasting event (all in the same week). 
At Christmas, we participate in the Fort 
Festival of Trees. We feel our monetary 
contributions and our volunteer hours 
have a major impact on the Ft. Recovery 
community and this makes it all worth-
while.
Each year we donate to the Long Term 
Project and the current National Conven-
tion Raffle. Locally we have donated to 
Senior Scholarships, School Book Clubs, 
our local library’s events, books for local 
art classroom, Fort Recovery Friends of the 
Arts, and Buckeye Girls’ State representa-
tive. These are rewarding donations for 
our chapter.

IOTA UPSILON
Virtual Chapter
12 Members
First Saturday
July 15, 2017

Slate of Officers: Beatrice Pfaff, President; 
Sandi Mitchem, Vice President; Ronda Bilz, 
Secretary; Ann Reifel, Treasurer; Barbie 
Harris, Historian; Wanda Kirby, Conduc-
tress
Social Activities: In October 2019 several 
members gathered at President Pfaff’s home 
to try our hand at making cheeseballs for 
the first time. It was quite successful, and we 
met again at Secretary Bilz’s home to make a 
second batch in November. We plan to adver-
tise and pre-sell for this fall and see if we can 
increase our sales. It was a lot of fun! Because 
we are a virtual chapter and have members 
living in different states, it is difficult for us 
to meet in person; however, we meet on the 
first Saturday of the month for our virtual 
meeting on Zoom.
Chapter News: We are continuing dialogue 
with several potential chapter members and 
hope to have an initiation ceremony of new 
members in late 2020 or early 2021. As of now, 
all of our members are staying healthy in the 
face of the pandemic. Continued prayers for 
all Sisters to stay well.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: The 
Cheeseball sales were good considering it 
was our first time, and we sold all that were 
made. Though small, we were pleased with 
our first-time effort. The ASL classes have 
been slow; however, we plan to continue re-
cruiting students and make this a part of our 
ongoing fundraising. We will donate to The 
Deaf Youth Sports Festival. We are pursuing 
sales of flowers and bulbs for this fall as well.
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EST CENTRAL DISTRICT

EAST CENTRAL DISTRICT CHAPTERS:
Omega, Lebanon, IN* ........................................1921
Alpha Zeta Aux, Thorntown, IN ........................1923
Alpha Lambda, Zionsville, IN* ..........................1924
Beta Tau, Frankfort, IN* .....................................1936
Gamma Delta, Attica, IN ....................................1941
Gamma Theta, Speedway, IN ............................1948
Gamma Nu, Brownsburg, IN  .............................1950
Gamma Xi, Crawfordsville, IN ...........................1951
Zeta Epsilon, Bargersville, IN ............................1958
Zeta Sigma Aux, Greenwood, IN .......................1964
Eta Delta, Carmel, IN ..........................................1966
Eta Lambda, Beech Grove, IN ............................1968
Theta Psi, Bethany, IL .........................................1975
Iota Alpha, Veedersburg, IN ..............................1978
Iota Theta, Armstrong, IN. .................................1980
Iota Sigma, St. Joseph, IL ...................................2004
Iota Tau, Indianapolis, IN ...................................2006

*Chapter also has an Auxiliary Chapter

What a strange and wonderful year in the West Central 
District! We added 11 new members and gave away over 
$100,000 to worthy causes in Indiana and Illinois despite 
Covid-19. With a membership of 330, we have 15 active and 
4 auxiliary chapters in our district. My chapter’s auxiliary, 
Omega decided to disband after 60 years of service to Psi 
Iota Xi.

I have enjoyed visiting chapters and getting to know more 
and more sisters of Psi Iota Xi. Every visit is an opportunity 
to make new lifelong friendships. I have loved every moment 
of my time as your District Officer these past four years. I 
am always amazed at our chapters’ wonderful accomplish-
ments. We are all so different in how we approach fundrais-
ing, giving and community service. I wish you could see 
sisterhood from my perspective as the West Central District 
Officer. It is a beautiful place to be. I look forward to a new 
year and hope you will contact me if you need any assistance 
as you support your communities and each other.

Total Community Outreach .......................................................................$ 17,228
Total Speech and Hearing .........................................................................$ 25,587
Total Music ....................................................................................................$ 17,431
Total Fine Arts ...............................................................................................$ 19,419
Total Literature/Literacy .............................................................................$ 20,449

15
Chapters

360
Members

Hello! I am excited to introduce my-
self as your new West Central District 
Officer! It will be a pleasure and an 
honor to represent this District for 
the next two years. I am a member 
of the Iota Theta Chapter in Arm-
strong, Illinois and have been an ac-
tive member of this chapter since 1988.

This has definitely been a different 
year in our lives and in our chap-
ters. I hope your chapter continues 
to meet via Zoom or by any other 

means. It is important for all of us to stay connected and 
support one another. We often think we need to buy each 
other things to show that we are thinking of each other, 
but this time of quarantine has shown me that an e-mail, 
text, card in the mail, or phone call can really brighten 
someone’s day. Have you brightened anyone’s day lately?

We have a lot to be proud of as an organization and in our 
district. I know that some chapters were unable to do their 

Taffy Day
DISTRICT OFFICER

Omega–Lebanon, IN

Mona Knight
DISTRICT OFFICER
Iota Theta–Armstrong, IL
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sale in our community, and many members 
were able to take tickets for an area home 
show to help our income stream. Sadly, our 
signature Bingo event featuring a St. Patrick’s 
theme had to be cancelled due to COVID19, 
but we are hopeful that we can host it at a 
later time. Members were still able to sell a 
variety of flowers this spring even with social 
distancing restrictions in place!
Our contributions for the Omega Chapter 
this past year included a 4-year scholarship, 
Riley Hospital Music Therapy, Hear Indiana 
Camp, Summer Reading and Bookshelf at 
our public library, Little Black Box The-
ater, St. Joseph Institute, Boone County Se-
nior Services, Prevent Child Abuse Boone 
County, Miss Boone County Contest and 
the Western Boone Schools Music Dept. Our 
chapter loves the opportunity to see our fund-
raising efforts go back into the community in 
a number of different ways to help the young 
and young-at-heart.

ALPHA LAMBDA
Zionsville, Indiana

25 Members
First Tuesday

1924
Slate of Officers: René Frye, President; Chris-
tine Gall, Vice President; Michelle Wal-
ters, Recording Secretary; Kricket Williams, 
Corresponding Secretary; Cathy DeMars, 
Treasurer; Laura Dunshee, Conductress; 
Christine Gall, Advisor
Social Activities: Before our October busi-
ness meeting, members broke up into small 
groups and went on a Photo Scavenger Hunt 
around Zionsville focusing on Main Street. 
Then we ate a delicious dinner in a private 
room at Cobblestone on Main Street. In Feb-
ruary, our members toured Five Thirty Home 
and learned about new ways to paint and 
refurbish furniture. We also had time to do 
a little shopping! We ate yummy pizza and 
salad buffet at Zionsville Pizzeria which is 
just down the street from Five Thirty Home. 
Our Members enjoy supporting our local 
businesses while making Psi Iota Xi known 
in our community. In January, two members 
helped us exercise and mediate through yoga 
to start the new year with a new growth 
mindset. Several members of the Auxiliary 
and Active chapters attended The Zionsville 
Book Ball in February at the Hussey May-
field Memorial Library. Psi Iota Xi was hon-
ored and recognized for their volunteerism 
and dedication to our library and literacy 
throughout the years. This was a very formal 
event, raised a lot of money for the library, 
and brought back many from years hiatus. 
Psi Iota Xi even had a special room reserved 
for us with food and drinks. We thoroughly 
enjoyed our evening out!
Chapter News: The officers of Alpha Lambda 
met via Zoom in March. Then the chapters 
met in April on Zoom. The initiation of two 
new members will be put on hold until we 
can safely meet in person and celebration 
their initiation. We take turns meeting at lo-
cal restaurants, community buildings, and 
member’s homes throughout the year.
New Members- Lisa Kern and Megan Albright

fundraisers this past spring. Please don’t 
feel like your organization isn’t contribut-
ing, there are more ways to contribute to 
your community.  Our food banks still need 
supplies, our clothing donation centers still 
need items, if your schools are opening they 
might need masks or other supplies for every 
student, and if you see another need in your 
community don’t hesitate to volunteer and 
let them know that we sisters of Psi Iota Xi 
are more than just the “Cheeseball ladies.”
It’s not easy to reinvent ourselves when how 
we function as a group has to change. Be cre-
ative, inventive and resourceful. Your worth 
to the community and our organization is not 
measured by the dollars that you bring in, it’s 
our support, compassion, and willingness to 
serve that make us shine!
Chapter visits, yes, these will still occur and 
I will be contacting some of you soon to get 
these set up. I know that each chapter func-
tions somewhat differently and I am interest-
ed in learning about our differences and how 
this can make us stronger as an organization. 
If you have any special events planned please 
let me know and if I can make it, I will.
Looking forward to the coming year and the 
experiences we will share!

OMEGA
Lebanon, Indiana

27 Members
First Monday

November 12, 1921
Slate of Officers: Wendy McMann, Presi-
dent; Brenda Dukes, Vice President; Tammy 
Turner, Recording Secretary; Anita Bowen, 
Corresponding Secretary; Pam Reese, Trea-
surer; Cheri Keller, Conductress; Diana 
Lamb, Advisor
Social Activities: A special time with sisters 
was in June when we celebrated with our 
Psi Ote of the Year. It is always wonderful 
to reflect on the accomplishments of our 
chapter while also looking forward to the 
future and how we might be more involved 
in our community. Other socials included a 
summer picnic, a fall party and our annual 
Christmas celebration.
Chapter News: The most exciting activity/
fundraiser for our chapter was that, for the 
first time, we partnered with another local 
charity to make cheeseballs! We know that 
cheeseballs are the heart of fundraising in 
many Psi Ote chapters, and we finally got on 
board! We agree that it is a lot of fun making 
them together and sharing these special treats 
in the community.
Another highlight of the past year was our 
participation in a fall family event held in 
Lebanon called “Mischief on Meridian” where 
members distributed bookmarks and other 
items with the theme of “I LOVE TO READ.”
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Fund-
raisers are a wonderful way to raise important 
charitable dollars for our Chapter initiatives 
while also building sisterhood. 2019-20 fun-
draisers were a little different for our chapter, 
but nonetheless important and a way to get to 
know each other better. We continued to host 
the food service at a large farm consignment 

Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Our chap-
ter made four different varieties of cheeseballs 
in October which we completely sold out of 
that night. This was our only fundraiser this 
year, due to COVID-19 . Our second fund-
raiser, Peanut Cluster, was completely can-
celled in March. We were very sad that this 
happened! Before our December Meeting, 
we Christmas Caroled and spread Christmas 
cheer to the residents of Zionsville Meadows. 
Our chapter members read The Hiding Place 
by Corrie ten Boom. Our May meeting was 
supposed to be held at The Indiana United 
Methodist  Children’s Home in Lebanon. Our 
books were to be donated to a family group 
of young women to use in a book study. We 
will do this just as soon as we are available 
next year.

ALPHA LAMBDA Aux.
Zionsville, Indiana

26 Members
First Tuesday

1977
Slate of Officers: Ann Baun, President; Ann 
Cripe, Vice President; Rita Evans, Secre-
tary; Dar Parsons, Treasurer
Social Activities: Our Auxiliary Chapter 
does not usually have scheduled social activi-
ties or programs. Our socializing is with each 
other at various restaurants during our meet-
ings. Some of the restaurants visited this year 
include L.A. Café in Whitestown, Hollyhock 
Hill in Indianapolis, Cobblestone, McAllis-
ter’s Deli and Stone Creek in Zionsville. In 
September a representative of the Hussey-
Mayfield Memorial Public Library spoke 
about the Book Ball to be held in February. 
Alpha Lambda Chapter sponsored this event 
in Zionsville for several years.
Chapter News: The Auxiliary usually has a 
schedule of seven meetings a year. We take 
a summer break during July and August and 
a winter break in December, January and 
February. This year we did not meet in April 
because of the coronavirus. We were also sad-
dened by the death of one of our members, 
Nancy Wilson.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: To raise 
money for our philanthropic fund, we had a 
card party with members paying $10 to play 
in May. In September we introduced the 
Blessings Box which will be passed at each 
meeting for members to name a blessing they 
have received and adding $1.00 to the box for 
each blessing. We also had a book and white 
elephant sale and a raffle for a mystery gift. 
As we do every year, we made a contribution 
to our local food pantry.
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After the coronavirus we quit meeting in 
March but were still able to help with our 
local libraries, food pantries, and local schol-
arships in art, music and literature along with 
college scholarships. Helped purchased a 
hearing device for a local elementary student.
In April we all met downtown, while still 
social distancing, to say good-bye for the 
summer and that we all hoped we would be 
back to normal by the fall.

GAMMA THETA
Speedway, Indiana

24 Members
Second Thursday
June 8, 1948

Slate of Officers: Jennifer Doyle, President; 
Stacy Sprecher, Vice President; Deedra Ru-
nyan, Recording Secretary; Kathy Shupe, 
Treasurer; Morgan Sprecher, Correspond-
ing Secretary; Cindy Helmrich, Conduc-
tress; Melissa Gray, Advisor
Social Activities: The Gamma Theta chap-
ter has hosted several social activities over 
the last year. The one that stands out every 
year is the Christmas party. “Secret Sister” is 
an activity during the party where we draw 
someone’s name then shop for their gift. We 
have also gone to each other’s Thanksgivings 
and Easters when family is out of town—it’s 
nice to have a Psi Ote sister around!
Chapter News: We initiated one new mem-
ber, Carsen McKee. We also, unfortunately, 
lost a dear member to cancer, Barbara Mor-
gan Flanders, related to several members in 
the Gamma Theta chapter.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: We were 
able to provide two scholarships to students 
this year to attend an eight-week internship 
at ArtMix in Indianapolis. ArtMix transforms 
the lives of individuals with disabilities, phys-
ical or mental, through the creation of art. We 
also donated art supplies for the art teacher, 
Bella, who regularly visits Rileys Children’s 
Hospital as an art therapist. We are still able 
to maintain our other fundraisers such as 
cheeseball rolling and providing local hos-
pitals with equipment such as hearing aids.

BETA TAU
Frankfort, Indiana

26 Members
First Tuesday
May 23, 1936

Slate of Officers: Alison Lyons, President; 
Olivia Rothenberger, Vice President; Marie 
Shaffer, Corresponding Secretary; Gail Rie-
del and Beth Keeney, Recording Secretary; 
Mandi Mitchell, Treasurer; Debby Niemesh, 
Conductress; Susan Robinson, Advisor
The Beta Tau chapter has had a very differ-
ent year than usual. We participated in our 
traditional events up until March 13th. These 
activities included hosting a coloring contest 
during the Hotdog Festival for the youth of 
the community. A family was ‘adopted’ in 
our community for Christmas and received 
gifts for the entire family and food. In early 
March, we had a pizza party and played bingo 
with the residents of the Parkview Home. Ev-
eryone walked away with several prizes and 
lots of smiles. For our fall social, members 
painted gourds with a local artist.
November was spent thinking about cheese, 
cheese, and more cheese! Our focus was on 
selling and making cheeseballs as this became 
our main fundraiser for the year. Our chap-
ter made approximately 3,345 cheeseballs 
this year! This project is led by our fearless 
cheeseball chairpersons, Susan Robinson 
and Nancy Brant. During the making of 
the cheeseballs, we are able to interact with 
volunteers from the local high schools. This 
activity involves all of our members. Our 
traditional Ladies Night Out event in April 
had to be postponed this year.
The chapter continued to support a mural 
project at Frankfort Middle School. We pur-
chase supplies for the students to create a 
mural with a different theme each year. We 
have also supported the Battle of the Books 
of Clinton County.
We have learned to adapt during this time 
and have held our monthly meetings via 
Zoom. This has been a productive way to 
continue the great work of the chapter and 
also reaffirm our bond of sisterhood. We are 
there for our sisters and community during 
this difficult time. We are looking forward to 
continuing our work in our community and 
in Psi Iota Xi.

GAMMA DELTA
Attica, Indiana
14 members
First Monday

September 26, 1941
Slate of Officers: Debbie Crowder, Presi-
dent; Lynne Lanham, Recording Secretary; 
Lisa Davis, Treasurer; Rachel Craft, Cor-
responding Secretary; Rita Lanum, Advisor
What a strange and unexpected year it has 
been. We started off the year with high expec-
tations and enthusiasm. We did our cheese-
balls in October and for the first time sold 
poinsettias in November. Most of us did a 
wine trip as we wanted to solidify our friend-
ships outside of Psi Otes. We are an odd group 
but genuinely enjoy each other’s company. 

GAMMA NU
Brownsburg, Indiana

31 Members
Second Monday
November 5, 1950

Slate of Officers: Sandy Robinson, Presi-
dent; Missy Cooper, Vice President; Sa-
mantha Smith, Recording Secretary; Jana 
Morrison, Corresponding Secretary; Taryn 
Mason, Treasurer; Sara Fifer, Conductress; 
Angela Kreitzer, Advisor
Social Activities: Gamma Nu kicked off the 
2019-2020 year with our “don’t be a dip—
bring a shareable” meeting. All members were 
asked to bring an appetizer/dip to share with 
their sisters. This was a great time to recon-
nect and hear stories of summer fun. The 
social committee continued the year with 
more great activities, including a “Having 
S’more Fun” bonfire in the fall. We all gath-
ered around the warm fire with blankets and 
laughter, and no bonfire is complete without 
roasting marshmallows for our s’mores. As we 
headed into the holiday season, we enjoyed a 
“dirty Santa” Christmas glove gift exchange. 
What fun to watch sisters take turns stealing 
cute gloves from each other and then hoping 
no one would take it from them. When 2020 

The Lolly Project at ArtMix is an art therapy program 
for Riley’s kids. Ladies from Gamma Theta are pictured 
here with the art teacher (middle) that goes into the 
hospital twice a month.

Psi Iota Xi colored bracelets made by Gamma Theta 

Gamma Theta 2019 Christmas party

Gamma Theta made Valentine’s Day goodie bags for 
Riley Children’s Hospital in Indianapolis
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GAMMA XI
Crawfordsville, Indiana

19 Members
First Monday

October 16, 1956
Slate of Officers: Michelle Dice, President; 
Angie Griggs, Vice President; Jennifer Hunt-
er, Corresponding Secretary; Julie Swick, 
Recording Secretary; Pam Karle, Treasurer; 
Jennie Hesler, Conductress; Maggie Bryant, 
Advisor
This year our chapter’s theme mirrored the 
National Convention theme “Bee of Good 
Cheer.” We decided that at each meeting we 
would draw a name of one of our members. 
When the name was drawn, we would go 
around the room and give a little story or talk 
about that individual. We thought this would 
be a good way to get to know these members 
and also to help uplift them to make them 
feel welcome/wanted. This has helped our 
chapter grow socially with each other.
We have many different fundraisers through-
out the year to fund our summer speech 
clinic and to put towards the Elizabeth Backe 
Scholarship, as well as many scholarships to 
the local schools. Of course we have the ever 
popular cheeseballs and geranium sales, but 
we also have a ring toss game at our local 
Strawberry Festival. As for many chapters 
this year, major fundraisers that are normally 
held in the Spring had to be put on hold or 
re-evaluated to possibly hold at a later time 
due to the public health emergency known 
as COVID-19.
Our year started off well with our first ever 
Elizabeth Backe Scholarship recipient receiv-
ing their benefit during graduation this past 
Summer. Brea Carlson was there to present 
the scholarship. Unfortunately no pictures 
were obtained, but there is always next year.
With our chapter, our name usually gets out 
to our community with our Everyone Reads 
program along with our Summer Speech 
Clinic. Unfortunately due to the public health 
emergency we had to call off both of these 
programs. This has left us with at least 500 
books with no children to go to that would 
have been distributed during Everyone Reads. 
We as a chapter have decided to donate these 
books to the local family shelters, local men-
tal health facilities and lots of other places 
within the community. The Summer Speech 
Clinic will not be held this year, but we will 
have the ability to help more students next 
year with scholarships due to having the 
extra money. Another thing that we were 
not able to do was to give our annual $300 
music scholarships to each of the three local 
high schools. This money would have went 
to a student attending a summer camp to 
help with their pursuit in the music world. 
Since the summer camps for these programs 
have been cancelled we had to find a differ-
ent way to spend the money. We came to the 
decision to up the donations to the music 
programs to $500 each ($250 to band and 
$250 to choir) to help with annual expenses 
that they incur such as instrument repairs 
or uniform/costumes. By doing this we are 
looking to possibly add this donation to our 

hit, we took roll call asking everyone’s New 
Year’s resolution, and then followed it up 
with healthy snacks and sisters doing yoga 
together. Our resolutions to get healthy didn’t 
last long as we shared sisterly love with every-
one bringing their favorite items to dip in the 
white chocolate and milk chocolate fountains 
in February. For spring fun, our meeting was 
hosted at the local Brownsburg boutique, Ella 
Mae’s. Once our pledge was initiated and 
meeting adjourned we all shopped and tried 
on new outfits. Then, PANDEMIC 2020 hit. 
That didn’t stop Gamma Nu from enjoying 
time together and encouraging one another. 
We hosted our first Zoom meeting with ev-
eryone wearing their comfy PJ’s. As we move 
forward in 2020, we plan to continue our 
Zoom calls and have already been discussing 
how we can best help our community.
Chapter News: We initiated one new mem-
ber this year, and a member celebrated the 
birth of a baby. Our chapter said goodbye to 
the husband of Past National President Bette 
Yeager. Bette has been an asset to Gamma Nu 
for many years, and a donation was made to 
the National Memorial fund in honor of her 
husband, Willis. We look forward to the 2020-
2021 year for Psi Iota Xi, and Gamma Nu is 
proud to serve with so many great women.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Gamma 
Nu sisters gathered together in November, 
rolled up our sleeves, put on our hair nets, 
gloves, aprons, and rolled cheese balls. Our 
community loves our great cheese balls, but 
Gamma Nu loves that our fundraiser brought 
in $21,823.67 for us to give back to our com-
munity and other organizations in Indiana. 
Three thousand, six hundred twenty-nine 
cheese balls gave us the opportunity to help so 
many people and organizations like a camper 
attending Hear Indiana Camp, Hoosier Art 
Salon, Indianapolis Orchestra, and St. Joe’s 
institute for the deaf. We also were able to 
help other organizations that are dear to our 
heart, like Sheltering Wings (a safe haven for 
survivors of domestic violence) and Riley 
Hospital Cheer Guild that provides comfort 
and cheer to patients and caregivers at Riley 
Hospital through amazing programs like 
music therapy, dance/movement therapy and 
art carts. We also get to give back to our local 
Brownsburg community and schools. We 
made donations to our local library, funded 
two scholarships to Seniors, and gave to 
our school bands and school choirs to help 
our kids excel. A donation was also made to 
the Brownsburg Easter Egg Hunt for chil-
dren and adults with disabilities. Gamma Nu 
purchased the “How to Train your Dragon” 
book series for a local school to help teach 
children through social and emotional learn-
ing. Children in our county’s public schools 
also received help through our donations to 
the hearing and speech programs. Finally, 
we are aware of the struggles of many due to 
the Coronavirus pandemic. Our chapter was 
made aware of a family who lost a loved one 
and then their business during this time, and 
we chose to walk alongside them financially 
during the difficult time. As 2020 closes, we 
know that many more may struggle and we 
want to make sure they are not forgotten!

budget in the next two years so that we can 
help alleviate stress of day-to-day expenses 
and to also keep the original plan of summer 
camp scholarships.
Although this year has been a challenge, we 
are certain of one thing. We will come out 
stronger and better than ever!

ZETA EPSILON
Bargersville, Indiana

22 Members
First Tuesday
June 1, 1958

Slate of Officers: Rita Paris, President; Deb 
Smiley, Vice President; Diane Mallory, 
Recording Secretary; Tina Wolfe, Corre-
spondence Secretary; Norma Lemasters, 
Treasurer; Mary Graham, Co-Treasurer; 
Pam Weddle, Conductress
Social Activities: We love to eat so it has 
become commonplace to meet at local res-
taurants prior to going to the symphony as 
a group. Many of our sisters volunteer at 
the symphony as well! We have also opted 
to hold some of meetings at restaurants to 
spice things up! At Christmas our December 
meeting was held at a local Italian spot, we 
added the game Dirty Santa to the festivities, 
needless to say everyone had a good laugh.
Chapter News: Our June meeting was a birth-
day celebration, our chapter turned 60! Many 
of the hostesses for our meetings this year 
decided we needed to incorporate more FUN 
in our meetings. Some chose to have a theme 
each month. We had a Western Theme, St. 
Patrick’s Day Theme, Sports Theme, Pajamas 
Theme and a Spring theme. Typically we 
have some sort of fundraiser at each meet-
ing, such as a silent auction basket or in one 
case we had a purse auction. We also added 
some fun by competing in games and enjoyed 
making a craft.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: We are 
proud to offer a scholarship for a Center 
Grove High School student with the money 
we raise by making 1,200 cheese balls. We 
also sold Teri Lynn nuts. Three of our meet-
ings were Dine & Donate events. Our sister, 
Wendy Sanders, is a MK consultant and she 
hosted a party and donated her profits to 
our chapter! A very popular volunteer event 
for our chapter is the Lemonade Shake-up 
stand at our local fair. We have members 
who volunteer at our local high school with 
hearing testing. We also provide educational 
items to that speech and hearing department. 
With an increase in the homeless population 
of children in our school we partnered with 
the school to meet some of their needs. The 
city of Greenwood has an adult band and we 
chose to support them as well. The church 
where we hold most of our meetings offers 
a community meal and many of our sisters 
assist with cooking, serving and cleaning up. 
Last but not least, our amazing sister Cindy 
Crafton is a flight attendant for Southwest 
Airlines and continues to volunteer hundreds 
of hours a year in various ways to earn airline 
tickets for our sorority. Members can earn 
entries into a raffle to win a ticket each time 
they acquire 5 volunteer hours.
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ETA DELTA
Carmel, Indiana
27 Members

Third Wednesday
August 20, 1966

Slate of Officers: Fran Clevenger, Presi-
dent; Theresa Green, Vice President; Polly 
Amundson, Corresponding Secretary; Ve-
ronica Werth, Recording Secretary; Kristen 
Bonwell, Treasurer; Barb Fearnow, Conduc-
tress; Liz Bowman, Advisor
Social Activities: In June, we had our annual 
Salad Supper. Our Art scholarship winner, 
Branden Mudd, and his parents attended. 
Branden gave a short presentation about 
his beautiful artwork and his goals for the 
future. We had three other guests attend who 
were interested in our chapter activities and 
membership.
For the 2019-2020 year we decided to have 
a Member Spotlight and a fun auction. The 
Spotlight highlights our members’ interests 
and activities outside of the chapter. It is 
interesting to hear about favorite vacation 
spots, family activities, and organizations 
our members support in their free time. The 
auction is a surprise item with a value of less 
than $15.00. The bidding can get quite com-
petitive. Its all in good fun and the money 
goes into our general fund.
Chapter News: Our chapter welcomed two 
members: a returning member, Denise Hen-
shaw, and a transfer member, Michelle Vackar.
We also have 2 pledges to initiate, Johnna 
Lane and Neala Lane. Welcome Ladies!
Our Psi Ote of the Year was Theresa Green. 
She has been busy this year compiling chapter 
history for us. It is in chronological order and 
beautiful scrapbook form. Thank you, The-
resa, for all your hard work. It is something 
that our chapter will treasure of years!
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Our large 
fund raiser is our cheeseball sales. We make 
approximately 3500 balls and spreads. We 
gather together for a couple of fun days. It’s a 
time we share laughs and discuss opportuni-
ties for our group. Our husbands, guests, and 
cadets from HYCA help make the days short-
er. This year we also sold beautiful native 
Indiana hardwood cheese boards to augment 
sales. The cheese boards were made by our 
member Fran Clevenger and her husband. 
It was a successful addition to our cheese 
sales. Our funds from the cheeseball sales 
helped fund ArtMix/Lolly Project, HYCA 
Library, Hoosier Art Salon, Camp Healing 
Tree-Brookes Place, and Scholarship Fund.
We collected food and items for the Hamil-
ton County Animal Shelter. We donated the 
cash portion of our giving to the training of 
canines for police officers. Throughout the 
year, we donated bottle caps to the middle 
school to help with their park bench project.
We donated $500 to Hoosier Art Salon. They 
selected an artist to receive the award and 
whose work was displayed at the Indiana 
State Museum.
In March we held our annual ArtMix visit. 
We held our meeting and had a tour of the 
studio where the urban artists create. The 

in-house artist, Bella, brought us up to date 
on her adventures with the children in the 
hospital. She helps facilitate our Lolly Project. 
She related an experience with a child, who 
was given adaptive glasses to hold a marker. 
While coloring independently, she began to 
giggle. The parent remarked that was one 
of the only times he heard her giggle. It was 
heartwarming for all!
We will continue to look for those special mo-
ments in serving our community and “those 
less fortunate about us.”

ETA LAMBDA
Beech Grove, Indiana

12 Members
First Tuesday
June 7, 1968

Slate of Officers: Rici Petrecca, President; 
Sheila Smith, Treasurer; Alicia Berg, Re-
cording & Corresponding Secretary; Janet 
Smith, Conductress; Gayle Petraits, Par-
liamentarian
Social Activities: The Sisters of Eta Lambda 
held a special meeting in Honor of Wylla 
Hunter. We parked and walked to our found-
ing member’s home, where we presented her 
with a 50-year pin and certificate. It was a 
blessing to her because getting to meetings 
became difficult. She loved that we shared 
stories about convention and brought her 
trinkets.
Our chapter has changed our game in town. 
We held a meet and greet for contacts at the 
local schools. We invited the speech and hear-
ing teachers from the schools as well as some 
teachers in our other fields of endeavor. It was 
a real success, we made face-to-face contact 
which gave us the opportunity to hear what 
our community schools need from us.
Many did not know who we were and what 
the scope of our donations were. They met 
with us and took back with them a sense of 
what we do for the community. They shared 
the experience with their peers.
This brought us to an opportunity to help. 
The Speech and Hearing coordinator for our 
school district called and said she heard good 
things and could we help a special young 
man in a tough spot. We could and did help 
by getting his hearing aid repaired. We now 
have open rapport with her and continue to 

serve best we can.
Chapter News: We the ladies of Eta Lambda 
chapter, Beech Grove, have a “virtual” mem-
ber. Due to her work schedule she is not able 
to attend meetings, but she makes it for the 
fundraising and the parties! It has been a 
good experience.
Due to covid-19 We have figured out what 
some of you knew already. We can have meet-
ings via email, and they have been very suc-
cessful.
As stated, it has been a great year for Eta 
Lambda, Beech Grove Chapter. Thank you 
to all our sisters from the many chapters who 
make this such a worthwhile endeavor!
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: The origi-
nal fundraiser 50 years ago was selling pen-
cils; we have come a long way since then. 
We now sell approximately 3500 cheeseballs 
annually for our Project Fund.
Our response to covid-19 was to donate all 
our cheese balls to our local food pantry in 
time for Easter dinners. That was a way to 
help and feel helpful.
Our Chapter also has a General fundraiser 
which is selling delicious almond cakes to 
our sisters at State and National Conven-
tions. These will be available again once the 
pandemic ends.

THETA PSI
Bethany, Illinois
15 Members
Third Monday

November 30, 1975
Slate of Officers: Rita Seelow, President; 
Brandi Kesterson, Vice President; Barb Oli-
ver, Recording Secretary; Noelle Yeakel, 
Treasurer; Marge Overlot, Corresponding 
Secretary; Tara Underwood, Conductress; 
Lisa Younger, Advisor
Social Activities: We gathered at our Trea-
surer’s home for a wine party and Christmas 
was a blast again! We decided on invading 
our Corresponding Secretary’s home with 
finger foods, drinks, cookies/candy, and an 
ornament exchange along with our Secret 
Sisters gifts!
Our Happy Bucks idea is still a huge success; 
we have had a lot of fun with it.
Chapter News: We were busy as a bee for 
what seemed to be a short time. Unfortu-
nately, when the COVID-19 pandemic took 
over, and we were required to be distant, our 
meetings were via phone/e-mail. Our Con-
ductress, a nurse, put in many hours caring 
for residents. Thank you, Tara, for your big 
heart. Our Advisor surprised us all by getting 
married! We only found out by a picture she 
posted on social media. Congratulations, 
Lisa and Bill!
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: We only 
had our famous cheeseball fundraiser; as 
each year we come up with ways to make the 
process easier on us. The school cook made a 
suggestion on how to make the cheese come 
out of the containers quicker and it even 
mixed so much easier which led us to finish 
in record time. We did let some set up and 
then scooped onto saran wrap just to see 

Eta Delta sisters enjoying the 2019 National 
Convention in  French Lick, IN
Front Row: Liz Bowman, Polly Amundson, Veronica 
Werth, Lisa Pierce, Barbara Mitchel
Back Row: Fran Clevenger, Theresa Green, and Judy 
Bennett
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Left and above, the ladies of Iota Theta practice service 
and sisterhood throughout the year. 

how it would work and some of them were 
bigger than what they should have been. So, 
another learning/ experiment—we will dis-
cuss this option as we get closer to cheeseball 
marathon 2020!!
Our Charter Sister, Sue Yarnell, delivered our 
scholarship to the recipient at her home due 
to our 2020 Graduates not being able to have 
their awards night.

IOTA ALPHA
Veedersburg, Indiana

12 Members
Third Tuesday
June 11, 1978

Slate of Officers: Danise Smith, President; 
Cindy Ponder, Vice President; Jill Sillery, 
Recording Secretary; Susie Woolwine, Corre-
sponding Secretary; Debbie Biddle, Treasur-
er; Kim Ireland, Conductress; Mary Duncan, 
Advisor
Social Activities: Our social activities for 
the 2019-2020 year came to an abrupt halt 
when the Covid-19 quarantine occurred. The 
months prior to March 2020 allowed us to 
congregate and hold meetings. Our chapter 
delighted once again in meeting at the local 
elementary school in October to construct 
our annual cheeseballs. Iota Alpha also met 
at our local D’arlier Center for the Arts, where 
we planned our fundraisers and came up with 
ideas for improving them.
Chapter News: Due to Covid-19 and not be-
ing able to have our 2020 fundraising events, 
our plans for future endeavors are not looking 
bright. We continue to stay afloat as a small 
group of 12 ladies, but are concerned that we 
may have to make some important decisions 
about future meetings and events.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Our an-
nual lemon shake-up and french fry stand 
was set up for the 4-H fair, held at the Foun-
tain County fairgrounds in July of 2019. We 
use a borrowed trailer and work out of the 
back of it for our supplies. The freezer holds 
our ice for the lemon shake-ups, and this year 
we sold “frozen, chocolate covered bananas,” 
which went over very well!
October proved to be a very productive month 
for our chapter. Not only did we gather to 
make 164 cheeseballs to sell throughout the 
year, but also we dressed as M&M’s & held 
a “Costume Dance” for our local Jr. High 
aged students. Always a very good fundraiser 
and so much fun for our sister Psi Otes and 
children alike. Each member brings homeade 
cookies to give away to the children who at-
tend the dance. There is an entrance fee and 
our chapter sells “glow in the dark” lights 
and other fun items for the kids to get the full 
experience. A friend of the chapter volunteers 
his D.J. skills for this two-hour event.
The 1st Saturday in December, Iota Alpha 
holds an annual “Santa House” at our local 
elementary school cafeteria/gym. Santa & 
Mrs. Claus are always a hit. Our gift gallery 
provides the children with a place to shop 
(without parents) for their family and friends. 
Each child can purchase up to five gifts and is 
assisted by our “sunshine girls” and student 
council members. Sometimes we have college 

students home to assist with our Santa House 
experience. Face paintings, crafts, and cookie 
sales have proven to add to the whole experi-
ence. Lots of fun games to play too! Our raffle 
baskets are a big hit as well!
All of our fundraising events have allowed 
us to award scholarships to two high school 
seniors who plan to study music, art or litera-
ture. We also made donations to our school’s 
drama, band, and choir departments. Other 
monies were spent on the Crawfordsville 
speech and hearing clinic. The summer read-
ing program and “backpack program” also 
recieved donations from our chapter.

IOTA THETA
Armstrong, Illinois

16 Members
Second Sunday

December 14, 1980
Slate of Officers: Kathy Burr, President; 
Traci Johnson, Vice President; Candace 
Freeman, Recording Secretary; Pam Boen, 
Corresponding Secretary; Susie Bird, Trea-
surer; Joni O’Banion, Conductress; Mona 
Knight, Advisor
Social Activities: 2019/2020 will be a year to 
remember for sure! Finishing up with video 
Zoom meetings is fun, but I must say, it’s just 
not the same. However, keeping everyone 
safe IS most important. We are thankful for 
the year that we have had. With our boost in 
membership it has added lots of laughs and 
new ideas, as well as extra hands for those 
1,600 cheeseballs we made. Iota Theta en-
joyed a variety of meetings this year, includ-
ing making signs (to bring out the art in each 
of us); Christmas at the Beef House; dipping 
treats in chocolate for February; a “pound” 
auction, with an auctioneer and bid catcher; 
and a Mexican feast with a baby shower for 
one of our new members.
Chapter News: Kathy Burr was voted our 
own Psi Ote of the Year.
Our hope, as well as everyone’s, is to get back 
to normal. We want to be able to continue 
our traditions of gathering for meetings and 
events to be able to pass our good fortune on 
to those less fortunate, as we believe this will 
be a year when people will need it the most.
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IOTA SIGMA
St. Joseph, Illinois

11 Members
First Tuesday
June 6, 2004

Slate of Officers: Kathy Lyons, President; 
Debbie Garthwait, Vice President; Susan 
McKinney, Treasurer; Jill Robbins, Secre-
tary; Linda Marron, Conductress; Rita Mc-
Cannon, Member Care; Ramona Simpson 
(PNP), Advisor
Social Activities: This has been a quite a 
year! We celebrated secret sisters at each 
meeting with thoughtful gifts, a dedication 
evening for our Little Free Libraries, had a 
fun game night to celebrate our chapter’s 15th 
anniversary, and held a Potluck Christmas 
Party. We held a Ladies Night Out to celebrate 
local women in business at a local church as 
they showcased their products and services. 
We set aside social time prior to each meet-
ing, allowing us to catch up with one another. 
We have a “Traveling Plate” to share within 
our chapter. A sister fills it with a gift of love 
(baked good, gift, or surprise) and hands it 
to another sister at the meeting to take home 
to enjoy or share with her family. The next 
meeting, that sister brings it back with a gift 
for someone else. We have two sisters who 
made sure that each member received birth-
day and anniversary cards during the year. 
What a wonderful group we have to share 
joys with one another!
Chapter News: We sponsor a college art 
student, Heather Simpson, a sophomore at 
Olivet Nazarene University in Bourbonnais, 
IL. Our group sends her notes, small gifts, 
and gift cards to encourage her to strive 
for the best experience possible during her 
university studies. Living in a rural area we 
placed two Little Free Libraries in small towns 
that do not have a town library. Both of 
these were welcomed by the communities and 
checked on monthly by members. We are 
lucky enough to meet at a member’s home 
each month or at Geschenk Boutique & Cof-
fee and Tea Haus owned by our President, 
Kathy Lyons.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Our chap-
ter works together to help community groups 
by raising money through our cheeseball 
sales. We are so glad to help with National 
Projects, the PNP Scholarship Fund, pro-
grams for children and adults in our com-
munities, the St. Joseph Community Food 
Pantry, the St. Joseph Township-Swearingen 
Memorial Library Monthly Book Prize, and 
a special art student, Heather Simpson. Our 
members also volunteer for quite a few proj-
ects and programs on their own including 
the St. Joseph Township-Swearingen Me-
morial Library Summer Reading Program, 
Amaranth Diabetes Foundation, Hospice 
Hearts, Hoopeston Animal Rescue Team, 
the St. Joseph Community Food Pantry, Fair 
Hope Children’s Ministry, Champaign Coun-
ty Forest Preserve District, American Heart 
Association, Toys for Tots, Quilts of Valor, 
Goodwill, Stockings for Strength, Scholastic 
Reading, Angel Tree, College Mentors, Ed-
die Hillman Fund, Cory Abernathy Support 
Fund, and community festivals. Outside of 

our chapter support, our eleven individual 
members donated over $6,900 to charities 
personally.

IOTA TAU
Indianapolis, Indiana

10 Members
Second Thursday
June 15, 2006

Slate of Officers: Alice Moore, President; 
Marty Krug, Recording Secretary; Phyllis 
Short, Corresponding Secretary; Lyn Bur-
ton, Treasurer; Connie Rosentreter, Con-
ductress/Advisor
Social Activities: Iota Tau’s most anticipated 
social activity during the year occurred at 
National Convention in French Lick. Seven 
of our ten members rented an Airbnb where 
we REALLY lived like sisters! (We all shared 
one bathroom). This weekend was a fun ex-
perience which brought us closer together; 
it provided visiting time to learn more about 
each sister’s family. We had the opportunity 
to discuss each day’s Convention activities 
while visiting in the evenings. The September 
meeting was held at St. Joseph Institute. We 
ate pizza and dessert while conducting our 
business meeting. Our members celebrated 
the long-awaited Christmas Party at Vino 
Villa in Greenwood. We enjoyed delicious 
Italian food AND wine. Many thoughtful, 
creative sisters passed out Christmas gifts to 
our members. At our January meeting, Dr. 
Nancy George demonstrated on a computer 
how a person hears with hearing losses vs. 
normal hearing. Since our chapter president 
requires hearing aids, this was very eye-
opening for us. I believe we will be more 
considerate of Connie. In February, following 
the business meeting, we exchanged White 
Elephant gifts. Connie Rosentreter loves to 
create silly stories using our sisters’ names. 
After imbibing in several glasses of wine, 
many sisters were crying from laughing so 
hard at her long-anticipated story.
Chapter News: Our June dinner meeting was 
held at Bravo’s Italian Restaurant. Anne Hall 
was our 2019-2020 Psi Ote of the Year. Anne 
was initiated into Alpha Psi (Washington) 
60 years ago.
Our sister Rachel Ballard changed her name 
to Rachel Voils on January 31, 2020.

Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Selling 
cheese balls for Thanksgiving and Christmas 
is our main fundraiser. This provides us an 
opportunity to see friends and acquaintances 
who we may only see once a year when de-
livering the cheese balls. In March we raised 
$270.50 from the bidding of eight sisters for 
“Thing That Holds Other Things”. Our very 
talented auctioneer, Marty Krug, drove the 
bidding up with her antics encouraging the 
sisters to use their competitive spirits. Speak-
ing of spirits, yes, they were a great help in our 
bidding wars. Way to go, Marty! We donated 
to six philanthropic projects.

Iota Sigma members pose with one of two Free Little 
Libraries they sponsor and maintain.

Sisters in the shower at the West Baden Springs Hotel; 
National Convention June, 2019.
Front row: Phyllis Short, Anne Hall, Marty Krug
Middle row: Debra Gladson, Alice Moore
Back row: Rachel Voils, Connie Rosentreter
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OUTHEAST DISTRICT

SOUTHEAST DISTRICT CHAPTERS:
Epsilon, Columbus, IN* ......................................1904
Iota, Rushville, IN ...............................................1908
Sigma, Greensburg, IN .......................................1917
Upsilon, Greenfield, IN.......................................1920
Alpha Theta, Charlestown, IN ...........................1923
Alpha Iota, Richmond, IN ..................................1924
Alpha Pi, Scottsburg, IN .....................................1926
Alpha Omega, North Vernon, IN .......................1928
Beta Pi, Cambridge City, IN ...............................1935
Beta Sigma, Austin, IN .......................................1935
Beta Phi, Shelbyville, IN .....................................1938
Gamma Eta, Knightstown, IN ............................1946
Zeta Iota, Louisville, KY .....................................1959
Zeta Lambda, Connersville, IN ..........................1959
Zeta Xi, Madison, IN ...........................................1960
Zeta Tau, Milroy, IN .............................................1964
Theta Nu, Lexington, KY ....................................1972
Iota Phi, Clarksburg, IN ......................................2019
Iota Chi, La Grange, KY ......................................2019

*Chapter also has an Auxiliary Chapter

Phyllis Cunningham
DISTRICT OFFICER
Theta Nu–Lexington, KY

Wow, my first year as your Southeast District Officer has flown 
by and, as everyone knows, beginning in March COVID-19 very 
much changed the way we do things and postponed convention 
to August. It has been a trying several months for all of us. I want 
to say thanks to everyone who helped make my “Be-e of good 
cheer” first year a smooth year.
As a newbie, I was amazed as I read my nineteen chapters’ PCR’s 
and learned what wonderful things you accomplished. The South-
east District had an incredibly good year with their monetary 
donations and initiated seven new members. I am so proud of 
the work you do to make a difference in your communities. Your 
interest and dedication to Psi Iota Xi keeps me amazed and your 
communities are blessed to have each of you.
It has been a pleasure to be so warmly welcomed as I visited some 
of my chapters and to meet some wonderful ladies who I know 
will be lifelong friends. I look forward to another year as your 
Southeast District Officer. There will be more chapter visits and 
meeting more of my Psi Ote sisters. I am here to help and encour-
age you so please feel free to contact me anytime with concerns 
or questions (or just to say hi).
Last but not least, I truly appreciate and thank my chapter, Theta 
Nu, for their support on my journey as Southeast District Officer.

EPSILON
Columbus, Indiana

30 Members
First Tuesday
June 10, 1904

Slate of Officers: Michelle Spear, President; Sandy Neidigh, Vice 
President/Thrift Shop; Lori Vogt, Philanthropic Treasurer; Janice 
Fischer, General Treasurer; Linda Heldt, Thrift Shop Scheduling; 
Barb Dunlap, Corresponding Secretary; Diane Brown, Recording 
Secretary; Priscilla Day & Jane Newton, Co-Conductresses
Social Activities: This has been a truly exciting year for Epsilon. We 
began our year with a 115th Birthday Celebration “A Walk Through 
Time” held at Four Seasons Retirement Community. Several of our 
retired members live at Four Seasons which gave them an opportunity 
to join us. The highlight of our kick-off meeting was revisiting our 
scrapbooks and vintage photos dating back to 1904. Our passion for 
our sorority was reinvigorated by seeing our founders and looking at 
original artifacts. It was a fabulous reminder of our roots. 
Other social activities for the year included a trip to the Cake Bake 
Shop at the Caramel City Center. It was truly a delightful treat! We 
once again gathered at Zaharakos vintage 1900 ice cream parlor and 
mechanical music instrument museum to celebrate the Christmas 
season. We hope that we will be able to pursue the other social events 

Total Community Outreach .......................................................................$ 43,729
Total Speech and Hearing .........................................................................$ 32,910
Total Music ....................................................................................................$ 7,443
Total Fine Arts ...............................................................................................$ 5,128
Total Literature/Literacy .............................................................................$ 9,964

19
Chapters

346
Members
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SIGMA
Greensburg, Indiana

30 Members
First Monday

1917
Slate of Officers: Barbie Brown, President; 
Paula Sibbitt, Vice President; Paula Sibbitt, 
Recording Secretary; Becky Hamilton, Trea-
surer; Kattie O’Mara, Conductress
Social Activities: Sigma Chapter was active 
over the summer with volunteers participat-
ing in the local eye screening event and the 
Tee Off for TaTas hosted by the Decatur 
County Hospital Foundation. We began our 
September meeting by gathering around the 
pool at the home of Paula O’Mara. It was a 
nice evening as everyone caught up with one 
another sharing summer activities. 
We made plans to resume our “Little Din-
ners.” These dinners were to give us an op-
portunity to gather for fun. In December, we 
had an awesome “Grinch” themed Christmas 
party with our Honorary retired members in 
attendance. The Grub Co. provided dinner, 
games were played and prizes were given. A 
fun time for all.
Chapter News: With our chapter continu-
ing to grow, we are happy to welcome three 
new members: Kathy Vanderbur, Samantha 
Doll and Elisha Blanken. This year we have 
celebrated new babies and grandbabies! De-
catur County has been hit extremely hard by 
COVID-19 and we have sadly sent sympa-
thy cards to community members’ families 
suffering losses. We have managed to stay 
active through email communication. We 
look forward to the day we can once again 
meet as sisters. 
We are all in this together, God Bless.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: When 
October arrives, we begin taking orders for 
our annual Cheeseballs and Fudge fundraiser. 
Beginning of November we have fun gather-
ing to make our cheeseballs and fudge. It is al-
ways an enjoyable time to spend with sisters, 
getting to know one another. Thanksgiving 
time was shared with cheer baskets given to 
the Speranza House for Thanksgiving dinner. 
We share Christmas goodness with donations 
to Bread of Life and United Fund, along with 
a donation to our library. As spring arrives 
we begin our flower sales. We have five green-
houses and florists that participate in our gift 
certificate sales. With the COVID-19 upon 
us, we have continued our sales longer this 
year. This year we awarded seven scholar-
ships to local high school seniors continuing 
their education in our fields of endeavor. In 
June we sponsor our weeklong sensory camp 
with many of our members volunteering their 
assistance. We also donated to one of our 
local high schools for new band uniforms. 
We continued our support in our capital 
campaign for the Tree County Players and 
much enjoy their plays.

IOTA
Rushville, Indiana

20 members
Second Monday

December 30, 1908
Slate of Officers: Kristen Hass, President; 
Audrey Wicker, Corresponding Secretary; 
Ashley Stiers, Treasurer
Iota did not submit an article for this edition 
of the Helicon.

Epsilon ladies enjoying a social at the Cake Bake Shop

United Way Day of Service volunteers generously 
donated their time to  repaint the outside of Epsilon’s 
Thrift Shop.

Charter members of Epsilon chapter in 1904

we had planned for the year but were inter-
rupted by the Corona Virus. We were really 
looking forward to a dinner theater outing 
planned in Hope, Indiana, and an outing to 
the Farmhouse Café & Tea Room in Bean 
Blossom. We have many events to look for-
ward to in the future!
Chapter News: One last bit of exciting news 
is we will be initiating three new members 
once we can reconvene for meetings. We met 
60% of our goal of five new members. We are 
proud of this accomplishment since it has 
been three years since we have initiated any 
new members. 
Even with our year interrupted by a pandem-
ic, we accomplished much and had a great 
time doing it! We are all looking forward to 
continuing the excitement and pursuing new 
goals in our new 2020-21 year and getting to 
meet and rejoice in person again.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Our Thrift 
Shop has continued to be our main Philan-
thropic Project. Our members are fully com-
mitted and excited to work our Thrift Shop 
because it benefits so many organizations and 
projects in our community.
This year we have added something new 
called “Project Purse”. All year long our mem-
bers collected purses, small toiletries, pens 
& notepads, and other feminine necessities 
to fill the purses to be distributed to women 
in need. Each purse will include a handwrit-
ten note by our members encouraging the 
recipients of the purses to continue to pursue 
their dreams and goals. The purses will be 
distributed to local agencies that aid women 
such as Turning Point which is a safe haven 
for women in abusive relationships. At a 
future meeting, our members will fill the 
purses and prepare them for distribution. We 
cannot have chosen a more worthy cause to 
empower women. 
For our December meeting we held our an-
nual auction of donated items with proceeds 
going to Firemen’s Cheer Fund and Shop with 
a Cop. Due to our members generosity many 
children receive much needed clothing and 
fun gifts at Christmas. This year we were able 
to increase the amount of money collected 
for these organizations due to the generous 
donations of handmade and purchased items 
from our members.
Our February meeting was our annual music 
scholarship recipients’ recital. Each student 
shared their talents and gave us a little in-
formation about their experiences at camp. 
Every year we are so excited to meet the 
talented young people who have benefitted 
from our grants.
This September we were recipients of a spe-
cial gift from our Columbus United Way Day 
of Service. With the help of local businesses 
donating their employees to complete service 
hours, we were able to have the outside of our 
Thrift Shop building and shutters painted. To 
top it off, our local Lowe’s donated all of the 
materials. We are so thankful for the generos-
ity of our volunteers, local businesses, and 
our local agency for organizing and support-
ing our non-profit. We are forever thankful!
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Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: The sum-
mer Speech and Hearing clinic is our larg-
est philanthropic project of the year and 
is totally funded by the Upsilon Chapter. 
Any Hancock County child that needs extra 
therapy is welcome to attend. We adopted a 
needy local family at Christmas time, and 
provided gifts for all the family members. Our 
chapter supports three county high school 
band departments, the Imagination Library 
program in Hancock County, and the Hear 
Indiana camp. Additionally, we support lo-
cal charities Bentley’s Buddies and Kidsplay, 
we grant college scholarships, Riley Festival 
Art Awards and support local high school 
arts. Our major fundraisers were cheeseballs, 
hanging baskets, and mums. We participated 
in several local craft and boutique fairs to sell 
cheeseballs and expand our market. Several 
local restaurants partnered with us for “res-
taurant nights” where a percentage of the 

UPSILON
Greenfield, Indiana

19 Members
First Monday
April 2, 1920

Slate of Officers: Cori Shambaugh, Presi-
dent; Michelle Buescher, Recording Secre-
tary; Laura Glenn, Corresponding Secretary; 
Stacey Stephenson, Treasurer; Tracie Belon-
gia, Assistant Treasurer; Carolyn Coffin, 
Conductress; Katie Ottinger, Advisor
Social Activities: The Upsilon Chapter kicked 
off this year with a picnic in August at the 
home of Stacey Stephenson in Greenfield. We 
held an auction of homemade items to boost 
our general fund. Mickie Hansen had the 
ladies laughing with her antics as the auction-
eer! Our Christmas party in December at the 
home of René Guy included an ornament ex-
change and each member sharing her favorite 
Christmas memory. In March, member Carol 
Reynolds organized a meet-and-greet event at 
a local restaurant for prospective new mem-
bers. We anticipate initiating a couple new 
members we met that evening! Our chapter 
reached its 100th anniversary on April 2. Due 
to restrictions around COVID-19, we weren’t 
able to celebrate in-person. We are plan-
ning a gala in September to celebrate. Major 
membership milestones: Dolores Fleming 
(45 years), Tracie Belongia (10 years), and 
Katie Ottinger (10 years). Michelle Buescher 
was named the Upsilon chapter’s Psi Ote of 
the Year. We couldn’t recognize her publicly 
because our Anniversary Gala in April was 
cancelled. But we are so proud of her expert 
leadership of the Cheeseball Committee and 
detailed work as Recording Secretary!
Chapter News: This year, we welcomed two 
new initiated members: Carol Reynolds and 
Katie Armstrong. We also welcomed a new 
transfer member: Linda Comstock-Teel. Our 
chapter has participated in the annual Han-
cock County Adult Spelling Bee for several 
years. The competition is stiff, and our quality 
of performance varied from year to year. We 
never finished in the top tier of participants, 
but we always had fun and had a cheering 
section in the audience. In 2019 we made Psi 
Ote history—we won the spelling bee! Down 
to the last two teams, our predecessor missed 
the word “trichinosis.” To win, we had to 
spell that word correctly AND a final word. 
Our member Jennifer Johnston was up (who 
is a physician’s assistant student), and she 
confidently spelled “trichinosis.” Then rookie 
spelling bee team member Carol Reynolds, 
who was calm, cool, and collected, strode to 
the microphone and told everyone how to 
spell “flambeau.” Team members received 
trophies, restaurant gift cards, and our pic-
ture in the newspaper. It was such fun! At 
our December meeting, we were honored to 
host Southeast District Officer Phyllis Cun-
ningham. 2020 began a monumental year for 
our chapter—our 100th anniversary! Due to 
COVID-19, we couldn’t celebrate on our an-
niversary day in April, but we are planning a 
gala in September. Mickie Hansen continues 
to represent us well on National Council as 
Conductress.

sales were donated to our chapter. Chapter 
members also worked the concession stand 
for the New Palestine Youth League to raise 
funds for our 100th anniversary gala. In Sep-
tember, our chapter hosted the second annual 
Lip Sync War in Greenfield’s historic Ricks 
Theater to help fund our endowment. Four 
teams of local celebrities battled for the cov-
eted trophy and a $500 contribution to their 
favorite charity. It was a smashing success, 
and the audience was highly entertained!

ALPHA THETA
Charlestown, Indiana

21 Members
First Tuesday

December 1, 1923
Slate of Officers: Doreen Graves, Presi-
dent; Marianne Smith, Vice President; 
Carol Good, Recording Secretary; Debbie 
Downing, Corresponding Secretary; Tina 
Bradshaw, Treasurer; Alice Matthews, Con-
ductress; Debbie Trotter, Advisor
We began our year with excitement that our 
very own president, Doreen Graves, was 
named 2019 Psi Ote of the year. Several of 
us were fortunate to be able to witness this 
event in French Lick. Was she SURPRISED!! 
Even her husband was able to share this 
memorable achievement with her. She was 
well deserving of this award.
Attendance was always taken by answering 
questions pertaining to the month or activi-
ties planned. Some examples were: favorite 
vacation spot and we made flip-flops from 
nutter butter cookies with icing; favorite 
teacher as school was beginning to resume; 
food you love to eat as Thanksgiving was 
approaching; pearl of wisdom; and your 
personality trait that was also associated 
with an activity. Again each meeting ended 
with the passing of the Blessing Jar. Money 
accumulated was used for activities in the 
community.
We enjoyed our annual Fall auction and 
our Christmas party at the home of Mona 
Christman which followed with an auction 
of various holiday items. In the spring we 
enjoyed a progressive dinner with husbands 
at three of our member’s homes.
Our largest fundraiser is our cheese ball sale. 
We even get some of the husbands involved. 
We sell fall and spring flowers to our loyal 
customers. This year everyone was ready to 
get out and plant because of being “Healthy 
at Home”. 
We provided the dinner for two Lion’s Club 
meetings this year. They always look for-
ward to our delicious food! We sponsored 
a Christmas concert by five members of the 
Louisville Orchestra along with two other 
organizations. It is our gift to the community 
and well attended. We continue to put up our 
PSI OTE banner along the main highway for 
the city Christmas display. We were able to 
support a group of ladies financially who go 
to a local nursing home to give manicures 
to the women residing there. They enjoy 
being pampered. We collected supplies for 
school children and hats, gloves, and socks 
for the homeless. After one of our meetings 
we filled a bag up with chocolates to give to 

Members of the Upsilon chapter at our Christmas 
party. Pictured around table from left to right: Dodie 
Fleming, Jennifer Johnston, Laura Glenn, Linda 
Comstock-Teel, Phyllis Arthur, Carolyn Coffin, Cori 
Shambaugh, Laura Fletcher, Stacey Stephenson, and 
Tracie Belongia.

Psi Iota Xi winning Spelling Bee team! From left to 
right: Carol Reynolds, Jennifer Johnston, Carolyn 
Coffin, and Katie Ottinger

Southeast District Officer visits the Upsilon 
chapter. From left to right around the table: Phyllis 
Cunningham, Tracie Belongia, Cori Shambaugh, 
Laura Glenn, Katie Ottinger, Carolyn Coffin, Stacey 
Stephenson, and Mickie Hansen.
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ALPHA PI
Scottsburg, Indiana

10 Members
First Tuesday

February 27, 1926
Slate of Officers: Janet Arbuckle, Presi-
dent; Patty Renn, Vice President; Linda 
Smith, Secretary; Martha Bonsett, Treasurer; 
Glenda Buckner, Conductress; Patty Renn, 
Advisor; Roberta Dean, Scrapbook; Frances 
Lemen, Yearbook
Social Activities: In May we started our year 
off by going to a restaurant to celebrate our 
new officers. For our July social we went to 
a Japanese restaurant which was different 
and the food was really good. At our August 

Alpha Iota preparing & serving a Thanksgiving meal at 
Harvest House, a local food kitchen (Nov 20, 2019)

a prospective new member with a message- 
“Sisters and Chocolate Make Life Bearable” 
Unfortunately we were unable to pledge our 
three new ladies due to the pandemic. Hope-
fully we will in the near future. We were not 
able to present our scholarship to a gradu-
ating senior either due to COVID-19 and 
school closing. We are working toward being 
able to award the money at a later date. Our 
philanthropic money was distributed among 
our local schools in the area of art and music. 
Money was also presented to our local public 
and school libraries. Jr. leaders of 4-H and 
corporation received money too.
We were fortunate to have three guest speak-
ers this year. Jason Graves from the Greater 
Clark County Schools spoke about how high 
school students can get involved with the 
Academies to develop their interests and 
gain experience before deciding on a career. 
Karen Robinson, one our members, spoke 
on Memory Wellness and Decreasing Risk 
Factors for Dementia. Nate Hayden, the choir 
director spoke about the importance of music 
in the lives of students and to pursue their 
dreams. 
Our District Officer, Phyllis Cunningham, 
visited at our March meeting. We enjoyed 
her fellowship and ideas. This last year we 
lost two of our former members. We donated 
money to the First United Methodist Church 
in memory of Deanne Moore. Her daughter 
is ready to join sorority. We also lost another 
sister, Loretta Rhoten. 
We look forward to getting back with our 
Sisters and being “Healthy at Sorority.”

ALPHA IOTA
Richmond, Indiana

12 Members
Second Thursday

1924
Slate of Officers: Denise Gray, President; 
Cathy Turner, Vice President; Cathy Turner, 
Corresponding Secretary; Paula Burke & 
Carey Holt, Recording Secretaries; Earla 
Boyd & Marilyn Dolesch, Co-Treasurers; 
Rhonda Duning, Conductress; Mary Huth, 
Project Chair; Debbie Hanneman, Service; 
Kay Brown, Publicity; Mary Huth, Editor
Alpha Iota meets monthly, on the second 
Thursday for the business meeting followed 
by some time for socializing. We started off the 
year in May with our annual flower sale. Pro-
ceeds from this sale go to fund the salaries for 
the two teacher salaries and supplies needed 
for our summer kindergarten readiness clinic 
which focuses primarily on children with 
speech and language needs. In August, we 
celebrated installation of officers with din-
ner at Firehouse BBQ and Blues restaurant. 
Members wore turquoise and gold to earn a 
chance to win a prize in the end of the year 
drawing. At September’s meeting there was 
a salad pitch-in, and members wore a hat for 
an entry in the end of the year prize draw-
ing. In September, Alpha Iota members also 
held their 5th annual garage sale to support 
the sorority. Left over items were donated to 
Goodwill, Genesis (local women’s shelter), 
and Communities in Schools. At the October 
meeting, members dressed in 80’s exercise 

outfits to gain entry to the prize drawing 
for the end of the year prize. In November, 
many members attended the Communities in 
Schools fundraising event held at Forest Hills 
Country Club to raise money for kids in need 
in our local schools. In November, the soror-
ity also prepared and served a Thanksgiving 
meal for approximately 100 individuals at 
Harvest House, a local food kitchen and min-
istry. We served a plate for all to eat, and sent 
another plate home with each of them. In De-
cember, members brought money to make a 
donation to the State Hospital Christmas Lift 
Program to help buy Christmas gifts for the 
patients living there. Alpha Iota matched the 
sorority members’ donations up to $200.00. 
In addition to this, in December, to celebrate 
95 years as the local chapter Alpha Iota, 
members visited small businesses in our com-
munity’s Depot District (the oldest section of 
town), shopping, eating, and telling business 
owners about Psi Iota Xi, and giving them a 
jar full of the pecans we sell as a fundraiser. 
January’s meeting proved to be an enjoyable 
time. After the business meeting, to be in-
cluded in the end of the year prize drawing, 
members brought or told about their favorite 
family games. We had fun learning about 
the different games and even played a few. 
February’s Valentine Dinner and meeting 
was held at The Cordial Cork Restaurant. 
We had a Secret Sister gift exchange, and 
played games for door prizes. For an entry 
into the end of the year drawing, members 
told reasons why they love being part of Psi 
Iota Xi. At the March meeting, members 
welcomed the Speech/Language Pathologist 
and the special education teacher, from the 
sorority’s Kindergarten Readiness summer 
program, Emily and Amy, to speak about the 
summer camp, what activities go on each day, 
and ideas to reach out to more children who 
might benefit from the program. To earn an 
entry into the end of the year drawing, and in 
lieu of St. Patrick’s Day, members spoke about 
a lucky thing that has happened to them. Due 
to the Coronavirus precautions, the sorority 
had its first ever Zoom virtual meeting in 
April. Most members were still able to attend, 
despite the meeting being held online.
In addition to participating in the various 
activities already mentioned, the members 
of Alpha Iota also voted to give donations to 
several worthy local organizations such as 
the Richmond (Indiana) Symphony Orches-
tra, the Richmond (Indiana) Art Museum, 
Stage One Youth Theater, Every Child Can 
Read – Third Grade Reading Academy, and 
Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library. Alpha Iota 
also paid for a local child to attend Triangle 
Therapy Camp in Eaton, OH, which provides 
physical therapy, occupational therapy, and 
speech therapy in an outdoor setting de-
signed to help children with special needs 
meet their fullest potentials. 

Celebrating 95 years as a local chapter in Richmond, 
IN by visiting small businesses & telling them about us 
(Dec 14, 2019)

Alpha Iota attending Communities in Schools 
Fundraising Event (Nov 7, 2019)

Alpha Iota Valentine Dinner & Secret Sis Gift Exchange 
at the Cordial Cork restaurant (Feb 13, 2020)



57

meeting we had a bingo party/pajama party 
and we encouraged members to bring guests 
hopefully to get some new members. One of 
our members that loves to cook and bake, 
trying new and different recipes, prepared 
delicious food and desserts that we all en-
joyed. Our December Christmas Dinner was 
held at a local restaurant.
Chapter News: We appreciate our Honorary 
Retired as they remain involved with our 
chapter. We were saddened and mourned the 
loss of four Honorary members: Patricia Ann 
Hayes, Jewell Eileen Losey, Martha I. Kiesler 
and Berniece M. Andrews. 
We are looking forward to another successful 
year in Psi Iota Xi.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: In June 
we presented a check to our Scholarship 
recipient at a local restaurant. In Novem-
ber and December we all worked together 
making cheese balls for the holidays as our 
main fundraiser. In December we donated a 
“Chocolate” themed basket and volunteered 
at the “We Care” Auction, and adopted an 
Angel Tree family. In January we had a White 
Elephant Silent Auction and February a Fake 
Bake Sale. We gave money to the Dolly Par-
don Imagination Library, our public Library’s 
summer reading program and local heritage 
museum. In April we had to postpone our 
Salad Supper due to the coronavirus situa-
tion. Volunteered throughout the year at the 
Friends of the Library “Twice Told Tales” 
Bookstore.

ALPHA OMEGA
North Vernon, Indiana

21 Members
First Monday
February 1928

Slate of Officers: Angie Kelley, President; 
Deb Itell, Vice President; Kim Earl, Record-
ing Secretary; Judy Watts, Corresponding 
Secretary; Elaine Leahigh & Cindy Lee, 
Co-Treasurers; Deanna Howard, Conduc-
tress; Roita Pettinger, Advisor; Peggy Day, 
Parliamentarian
This year has been different than any other. 
We celebrated our 92nd Anniversary this 
year. We had planned a wonderful dinner to 
celebrate, but due to the Covid-19 quaran-
tine, we celebrated at home instead.
Psi Iota Xi homemade cheese balls, just as in 
years past, were successful again this year. We 
sold cheeseballs at a local craft bazaar. The 
profits from this sale were added to our total 
cheeseball sales. 
The annual Bunny Breakfast was planned and 
ready to go. Unfortunately, due to restrictions 
and health concerns, we made the difficult 
decision to cancel the Bunny Breakfast for 
this year. We are looking at ways to host the 
children’s bike raffle that would have taken 
place at the breakfast since the bikes had 
already been donated to us. 
Our chapter gave 11 scholarships to high 
school seniors this year. We donated $1000.00 
to our local Park Theatre for 8 weeks of free 
summer movies for children and families. 
Within our chapter we have a monthly birth-
day bingo. The money raised from birthday 

bingo goes into the general fund, and is used 
to help offset the cost of convention for those 
who want to go. Another addition to our fun-
draising efforts was a sorority yard sale. This 
brought in over $1000.00, and is something 
we are planning on continuing.

BETA PI
Cambridge City, Indiana 

24 members
First Monday
April 23, 1934

Slate of Officers: Tracie Richardson and 
Liza Bates, Co-Presidents; Jenni Risch, Vice 
President; Kathleen McGinley, Correspond-
ing Secretary; Christy Tollett, Recording 
Secretary; Jessi Risch, Treasurer; Stacy 
Bertsch, Assistant Treasurer; P.A. Cohen, 
Conductress; Kathleen McGinley, Historian
Social Activities: Beta Pi’s theme this year 
was “Back to the Future.” We planned each 
meeting around a different decade starting 
with the 1930’s. We looked at food, music, and 
some fun facts for each decade. We changed 
meeting location to allow for all of our mem-
bers to have easy access. We had our fall party 
at the house of Tracy Richardson where we 
celebrated the 1940’s. We celebrated Christ-
mas at King’s Café with the 1960’s and had 
a blast playing games and eating food from 
the 60’s. We will celebrate our summer picnic 
at the home of Silvia Hamilton. We have had 
to move some of our meetings to online with 
“zoom” due to social distancing because of 
COVID 19 outbreak. The move to online 
for a few meetings was a challenge at first 
but we figured out the details and had a very 
successful meeting.
Chapter News: One new member was initi-
ated into our chapter in March. Regretfully, 
we also accepted change of status letters from 
some sisters in our chapter. We lost four great 
sisters who served our chapter well and they 
will be truly missed. We are looking forward 
to another successful year in Psi Iota Xi!
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: We had 
many fundraisers this year to make it possible 
for us to be able to serve our community. 

We had our annual cookie walk and for the 
first time we sold crafts along with the cook-
ies in November along with our cheeseball 
sales. We had our garage sale during the 
40-yard sale. We had our golf tournament in 
the summer and had lots of fun during the 
event. We also worked several bingos this 
year and that allowed us to give more back 
to our local community. We continue to give 
to local libraries, food pantry, and music pro-
grams. We continue to help Western Wayne 
Schools by giving to the libraries, various 
music programs, and helping with students 
who need help with their lunch accounts. 
When the school had to close due to the 
COVID-19 outbreak, we donated the book 
“Christy and the Happy Helpers Sorority” 
to all the children when they picked up their 
breakfast and lunches for the week. We also 
gave scholarships to two graduates of Lincoln 
High School.

BETA SIGMA
Austin, Indiana
20 Members
First Monday
May 1935

Slate of Officers: Jane Smith, President; 
Lisa Bartman, Vice President; Donna Gard-
ner, Recording Secretary; Kathy Morris, 
Corresponding Secretary; Janie Alexander, 
Treasurer; Sherrie McNeely, Conductress
Our winter social was at the Goat Milk Stuff 
Farm in Scottsburg, IN. Each lady and guest 
was served a delicious dessert and made a 
Christmas Craft. We had a Christmas parade 
and we served refreshments in the old gym 
of the Austin Middle School. Santa was there 
with Mrs. Claus for the kids to visit with.
We had to change our regular meeting room 
to the Old Austin Christian Church, so we 
could have room to practice social distancing 
due to the pandemic.
In the spring we potted beautiful spring flow-
ers and placed them all around the city of 
Austin. Due to the pandemic, we were unable 
to set up our trailer and sell Home Made Ice 
Cream at our County Fair because it was 
cancelled. We also were unable to set up our 
trailer at The Fourth of July Firemen Festival 
to sell our Ice Cream, Nachos, Pizza and 
drinks, behind the Austin High School due 
to it being cancelled due to the pandemic.
Due to the pandemic, we have had a very 
challenging year to raise money for our 
scholarships that we present to three Austin 
Senior Graduates. We were able to pres-
ent one $500 scholarship from our chapter 
and two of our sorority sisters who own 
their own businesses donated the other two 
Scholarships.
We initiated two new members at our May 
meeting, we are so excited to have them join 
our chapter.
We look forward to opportunities to do good 
work and make a difference in our commu-
nity. We wish you all the best as you continue 
your sisterhood. May God Bless you all and 
keep you safe.

Bikes for Alpha Omega’s Bunny Breakfast and the 
community members who donated them, along with a 
few PIX members

Alpha Omega busy at work making cheeseballs.
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BETA PHI
Shelbyville, Indiana

12 Members
Third Tuesday

January 14, 1938
Slate of Officers: Lisa Smith, President; 
Susie Simerly, Vice President; Lori Pow-
ell, Treasurer; Lisa Smith, Corresponding 
Secretary; Dawn Branson, Recording Sec-
retary; Kim Wickizer, Conductress; Anita 
Johnson, Advisor
Beta Phi Chapter did not initiate the three 
new members anticipated this year due to 
COVID-19. Our proud membership of 12 
allows us to successfully raise the money we 
set in our budget each year.
Known around town as the Cheeseball ladies, 
we mix and roll cheeseballs three times a year, 
making over 2600 cheeseballs. The profits 
from this endeavor helps us support the mu-
sic, arts and literature in Shelby County as 
well as speech and hearing.
Our music contribution is to the high school 
bands, Indianapolis Symphony, Shelby Senior 
Services Music Assistance and local sym-
phony. In arts and literature, we contribute to 
our local Strand Theater, Hoosier Art Salon, 
Shelby County Players, Shelby County Li-
brary, City and County Elementary Libraries 
and Blue River Adult Literacy program. 
Speech and Hearing is our biggest contribu-
tion by fully funding the speech and hearing 
clinic at a local elementary for four weeks in 
the summer. We also sponsor an individual to 
attend Hear Indiana Camp as well as tuition 
for a student at the St. Joseph Institute for the 
Deaf. We also give scholarship money to a lo-
cal college junior or senior pursuing a degree 
in Speech and Hearing. This year we were able 
to support three college students. 
There are other local community outreach 
programs that also benefitted from our support: 
Scuffy (United Fund), Boy Scouts of Ameri-
ca Camp Scholarship, Shelby County Girls 
State Sponsorship, Turning Point Domestic 
Violence, Hopes & Dreams Fund, Sensory 
Gym (The Arc of Shelby County, Troup #203, 
Shelbyville Aktion Club, St. Vincent DePauw/
CASA Children and the Knights of Columbus. 
Thanks to all our hard work, the Beta Phi 
Chapter was able to give away almost $12,000. 
This is a great accomplishment with only 12 
active members.
We are very proud to keep purchasing books 
for newborns born at our local hospital. There 
are approximately 360 babies born each year. 
We have placed a book plate inside the book 
with our sorority label so parents know how 
much we care about the literacy of their new-
born.
A new focus for us will be in music and arts. 
Our chapter has given money to the Shelby 
Senior citizens for their music for Alzheimer 
patients. We still believe this to be an active or-
ganization to contribute to in our community. 
The community is also moving their Sensory 
room to a new building, so we want to help 
fund this program to service more students.
We are very excited to see what this year will 
bring the Beta Phi Chapter of Psi Iota Xi.

GAMMA ETA
Knightstown, Indiana

30 Members
First Thursday
October 5, 1946

Slate of Officers: Carrie Ferree, President; 
Angel Mattix, Vice President; Tracy Sch-
weizer, Recording Secretary; Suzee Neal, 
Corresponding Secretary; Michelle Back, 
Treasurer; Amy Garrison, Conductress; 
Michele McGill, Advisor
Social Activities: Our chapter set up a booth 
at the Knightstown Fall Fest. This was some-
thing new for us and turned out to be a lot of 
fun!! Our booth had various instruments for 
children to play and experiment with. This 
opened a dialogue with the local high school 
band/choir director, and we plan to incorpo-
rate the high school students, bringing their 
instruments to ‘show off’ for the younger chil-
dren in the community. The booth also pro-
vided an opportunity to speak to the mothers 
about our organization. Our Christmas party 
this year was something new, as well. Chapter 
member Suzee Neal has a small charter bus, 
and she chauffeured the chapter to dinner 
at Willie & Reds in Hagerstown. The trip to 
and from included festive attire and singing 
Christmas songs—so much fun!!
Chapter News: This year brought some chang-
es and challenges, as our chapter looked for 
new ways to fundraise and reach out to our 
community. The passing of retired members, 
Evelyn Merchant and Carole Stacy reminded 
us how important our sisterhood is. Three 
members have been diagnosed with breast 
cancer and are in various stages of treatment. 
Of course, the current Covid-19 pandemic has 
posed some challenges, as well. Unfortunately, 
we had some events that were cancelled or put 
on hold, due to weather and the public health 
crisis. This year, to make our meetings a little 
more memorable, we had a theme for each 
month (November—favorite movie/book 
character; February—my funny Valentine). 
Members were encouraged to dress up and 
discuss!!
The nominating committee has proposed the 
officers remain in their respected positions for 
the upcoming year. President, Carrie Ferree; 
Vice President, Angel Mattix; Advisor, Michele 
Mcgill; Treasurer, Michelle Back; Recording 
Secretary, Tracy Schweizer; Corresponding 
Secretary, Suzee Neal; Conductress, Amy Gar-
rison. Officer installation is planned for our 
June meeting, which we will hopefully be able 
to do in person.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: We con-
tinued our participation with Cheer Guild this 
year, providing Christmas assistance to over 
100 local families. We also gave out several 
scholarships to local graduates. A donation 
was made to area organizations BKI (Beautify 
Knightstown) for park improvements.
Gamma Eta had originally planned to do a 
purse bingo fundraiser. With the new regula-
tions for gaming, we decided to look into other 
options. The idea of a silent purse auction was 
explored and we were very pleased with the 
outcome! The ‘Psi’lent auction was held dur-
ing a high school basketball conference and we 
made a profit of $300. We have learned from 

the experience and are excited to expand and 
make it a bigger event next year. We continue 
to use Amazon Smile as an easy way to earn 
money from online shopping, as well as utiliz-
ing Dairy Queen fundraisers.

ZETA IOTA
Louisville, Kentucky

18 Members
First Monday
March 8, 1959

Zeta Iota Chapter 2019-20 year began with 
high spirits as we were proud to sponsor Iota 
Chi Chapter of Oldham County, Kentucky, 
at their New Chapter initiation ceremony in 
May 2019. With pleasure, we welcome our 12 
amazing new sisters to Psi Iota Xi!
Seven of our members rode that wave of pride 
to the 2019 National Convention in French 
Lick, Indiana. Wearing beautiful Kentucky 
Derby fascinators, Zeta Iota sisters presented 
an invitation to our Psi Ote sisters, welcoming 
all to join us in Louisville, Kentucky at the 
2021 National Convention “The ‘Many Hats’ 
of Our Derby Sisters!” 
Our chapter members are deeply honored 
and proud to support our very own Sandy 
Johnson as she is sworn-in as National Presi-
dent at the upcoming “Be of Good Cheer” 
2020 National Convention in Fort Wayne, 
Indiana. We love you Sandy!!! 
Excitement was building as Zeta Iota looked 
ahead to our “20/20 – Year of Vision”. Led by 
upcoming National President Sandy John-
son’s 20/20 vision, preparations have begun 
to host the 2021 National Convention in the 

Gamma Eta ladies at social gatherings and 
fundraising events.
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Derby City. Get your Derby hats ready, ya’ll 
and join us for Southern hospitality at “The 
‘Many Hats’ of Our Derby Sisters!” June 
25-27, 2021. Come celebrate with us at the 
historic Brown Hotel in beautiful downtown 
Louisville, Kentucky.
In addition to 2021 Convention preparations, 
Zeta Iota has been fiercely active, supporting 
our 20/20 Vision of community service with 
donations of time, talent and treasure. 
With 20/20 Vision, we saw 62 lonely Veterans 
in Christian Care Communities Nursing 
Home/Assisted Living Center. We adopted 
those heroes, honoring them on their birth-
days, Valentine’s Day, Independence Day and 
Veteran’s Day. Our 20/20 Vision also led us to 
host monthly craft day at the CCC nursing 
home, bringing smiles and laughter to the 
residents while helping them make beautiful 
crafts to enjoy.
Our chapter passionately supports our com-
munity; however, our members hold a dear 
place in our hearts for women and children’s 
issues. For our Local Charity Project, we 
chose Maryhurst, a local residential treat-
ment program for abused young girls. Our 
mighty group worked together to collect 
659 items for the Maryhurst girls from their 
Holiday Wish List. Our 20/20 vision of sup-
port enabled Maryhurst to provide gifts to 
over 250 children in their program! 
We connected with our 20/20 vision’s phi-
losophy of supporting speech and hearing 
issues by choosing the Hearing and Speech 
Center in Lexington for our State Project and 
by awarding scholarships for two deserving 
students at Eastern Kentucky University. 
These women are pursuing degrees in the 
Speech and Hearing field. Through our 20/20 
vision of helping these students achieve their 
dreams, we believe our gifts will be paid 
forward to their future patients seeking treat-
ment for speech and hearing needs. 
To fund our philanthropic projects, we gath-
ered again to prepare and sell over 1200 
Cheeseballs during Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas! Although chopping vegetables and mix-
ing cheeseballs is hard work, it seemed more 
like a social event as we laughed and talked 
together through the hours, dreaming of the 
lives we will change with our 20/20 vision. 
We planned several social events during the 
year to recharge our batteries and enjoy the 
special friendships we have built since our 
chapter installation in 1959. 
Our members mixed business with pleasure 
at our Christmas Party/December Meeting, 
which was hosted by our sister and National 
Vice President Sandy Johnson. As a spe-
cial holiday treat, Charter Members Bertha 
Timmel and Georgie Burch (members since 
1959!) ignited the party excitement of Fun, 
Food, Friendship and Charity. 
An October Bonfire Social and Pot Luck 
Dinner was enjoyed by members, family 
and friends who gathered around a festive 
Fire Pit for Scary Ghost Stories, Fellowship, 
Chili & Fixins’. 
Sports enthusiast members and friends 
cheered the UofL Women’s Basketball team 
against the US Women’s National team in 
February, and then enjoyed a celebration 

dinner at the Spaghetti Factory Restaurant. 
Individually, our members spread Psi Iota 
Xi’s vision and mission through community 
service to favorite charities and groups. Act-
ing on our 20/20 vision, we brought good 
cheer to others using our special talents 
through volunteer involvement with: Paws 
with Purpose, the Audubon Society, High-
land Community Ministries, Rotary and 
Women’s Clubs, Homebound visits, AARP 
Free Tax prep, Loaves and Fishes, Maryhurst, 
Church charities, Homeless services and so 
many others. 
As another chapter year closes, Zeta Iota’s 
20/20 Vision sees 2020-21 open with great 
possibilities as we continue to work together, 
with God’s help, to further our charitable 
enterprises, study the best art, music and 
literature, and develop ourselves socially, 
morally and intellectually. 
Sharing National President-elect Sandy John-
son’s 20/20 vision, Zeta Iota is looking for-
ward to showcasing our Southern Kentucky 
charm while hosting our sisters from 5 states 
at the 2021 National Convention! Our 20/20 
Vision sees YOU in Louisville in 2021! (pro-
nounced “Loo-a-vul”) LOL!

ZETA LAMBDA
Connersville, Indiana

9 Members
First and/or Third Monday

September 27, 1959
Slate of Officers: Peggy Hollingsworth, 
President; Joanne Guttman, Corresponding 
Secretary; Lisa Hazelrigg, Treasurer
Since our founding in 1959, the Zeta Lambda 
Chapter has been an integral part of the Con-
nersville community. Art, music, literature, 
heritage, and health (mainly speech and hear-
ing) have all been sectors of our life together 
that we have supported with time, talent, and 
financial resources. Our members have come 
and gone, but our mark on our own corner 
of the world has continued to be impressive 
throughout these 60 years.
Our members are truly LOYAL to Psi Iota 
Xi evidenced in their steady attendance at 
chapter functions, despite barriers of time 
and distance.
All participate in the annual spring flower 
sale which allows us to be CHARITABLE 
in our giving to worthwhile projects, both 
near and far.
Through our programming at meetings we 
STUDY pertinent information and DEVEL-
OP ways we can contribute to help others. 
As women of faith in various traditions, we 
realize that it is GOD’S HELP that allows 
us to use our own gifts, both personal and 
collectively, to ADVANCE ideas and deeds 
together.

ZETA XI
Madison, Indiana
29 members
First Monday
March 1960

Slate of Officers: DeAnn Klinedinst, Presi-
dent; Judy Barbeau, Vice President; Emily 
Fox, Recording Secretary; Laura Chitwood, 

Corresponding Secretary; Nancy Ricketts, 
Treasurer; Jane Wilson, Assistant Treasur-
er; Leah James, Conductress; Sierra Rogers 
Austin, Advisor
Social Activities: We always enjoy our kick-
off meeting of the year. As what seems to have 
become a tradition, we met at the home of 
our chapter president, DeAnn Klinedinst, 
for our annual salad/dessert pitch-in. This 
evening was spent pool-side, planning for 
yearly activities, planning for the hosting of 
our State Meeting in April, catching up with 
each other on life events, and just enjoying 
our Sister time together. For our December 
meeting, we met at Harry’s Stone Grill in 
Madison, Indiana, for our annual CHRIST-
mas dinner and Sister gift exchange. In Janu-
ary, we met at the Madison Winery, owned 
by chapter member Sandy Palmer, and did 
an art activity, “Paint on Bottles.” It was at-
tended by many chapter members, and fun 
and fellowship was had by all.
Chapter News: Our chapter mourned the 
loss of two very dear Sisters this year, Dolly 
Chastain and Betty Collins. Our Sisters be-
come our family, and we also prayed deeply 
for our chapter member, Bea Collins, as 
these deaths were her mother and mother-in-
law. In March, Zeta Xi, celebrated our 60th 
year as a chapter. This marks a tremendous 
achievement, and it only causes us to look 
to the future with what we can accomplish. 
Due to the covid-19 virus, the April date for 
our state meeting had to be changed. It is our 
hope that we will be able to host the Indiana 
State meeting on July 19, 2020, at Clifty Inn, 
Clifty Falls State Park, Madison, Indiana. We 
hope to see all of you there. It is our hope that 
the 2020-2021 year will find all of us back on 
a ‘somewhat’ regular schedule.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Many 
different things happen with our chapter 
during the month of November. At the con-
clusion of our regular monthly meeting, we 
have our annual Harvest of Hobbies. Mem-
bers make craft items or simply bring in 
purchased items, and the evening is spent 
bidding against each other for these prized 
possessions. In the middle of November, we 
get together again and spend a full day mak-
ing our famous holiday cheese spread. This 
continues to be a successful and rewarding 
fundraiser for our chapter. In 2020, we also 
sold spices. Proceeds from these events are 
used to support many outreach programs in 
our community. Once again we were able to 
fully support our Summer Speech and Hear-
ing Clinic, which is offered free of charge to 
all participants. Our chapter hosted the HSE 
(High School Equivalency, formerly GED) 
Graduation and Honors Ceremony at the 
Ivy Tech Community College in Madison, 
Indiana. We awarded a scholarship to a stu-
dent from our community who is pursuing 
a degree in the field of Speech and Hearing. 
Other local charities we were able to sup-
port are: CASA, SEI Voices for Children; 
Jefferson County Youth Shelter; sponsored 
art classes and an art show at the Madison 
Jefferson-County Public Library; Madison 
Main Street Program; United Way; Jane’s 
Kids; and Big Brothers/Big Sisters. While 
it takes a lot of time and resources for these 



60

events, we couldn’t do them without the con-
tinued support of each other and additional 
family members.

ZETA TAU
Milroy, Indiana
23 Members

Second Wednesday
October 11, 1964

Slate of Officers: Nicki Hall, President; Mary 
Ann Crisman, Vice President; Dana Fuss-
ner, Recording Secretary; Julie Tackett, Cor-
responding Secretary; Andrea Niedenthal, 
Treasurer; Angie Fette, Assistant Treasurer; 
Barbara Stiers, Conductress; Jenni Philpot, 
Advisor
Social Activities: We had two scheduled 
socials this year. In the fall, we enjoyed a fine 
dining experience at Ertel Cellars Winery 
near Batesville. The second social was can-
celled due to the COVID – 19 virus. At our 
December meeting we held our blind item 
auction, run by an up and coming young, 
local auctioneer, Gus Haley. He assisted us 
and he got us going and spending our cash 
to benefit our convention fund. It was a great 
evening!
Chapter News: Our chapter is excitedly pre-
paring for hosting National Convention in 
2022, when our own Andrea Niedenthal will 
serve as National President.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: We al-
ways start the year by selling gift certificates 
to a local greenhouse. Our other fundraisers 
include selling Butterbraids, Rada Cutlery, 
and a fun fashion show at Cynthia’s Hallmark 
in Greenfield. We also manage our commu-
nity birthday/anniversary calendar project to 
help raise funds as well. Our Clothe-a-Child 
outreach helps by purchasing $100 in clothes 
and shoes for each child in our program. We 
are happy to help the schools’ fine arts de-
partments by purchasing needed classroom 
items. We enjoy taking care of all of our 12 
Free Little Libraries all around Rush County, 
so that children and adults can continue the 
love of reading for free!

THETA NU
Lexington, Kentucky

6 Members
Second Monday
May 20, 1972

Slate of Officers: Donna Carrithers, Presi-
dent; Tammy Hinkle, Vice President and 
Conductress; Carol Bailey, Recording Sec-
retary; Judy Lopez, Treasurer; Juanice Gil-
lespie, Corresponding Secretary and Advisor
With the help of the Cave Run Sailing Asso-
ciation we had another successful Bluegrass 
Charity Regatta. This is our main fundraiser 
each year to benefit the Hearing and Speech 
Center which serves 76 counties in Kentucky 
& has clients from 6 months old to 104 years 
old.
We continue with the crazy jar, friendship 
ball, Rada knives, and birthday gifts to sup-
port our general fund.
In December, we wrapped gifts at the Jo-
seph Beth Bookstore in the Lexington Green 
Shopping Center and made $153 in dona-

tions for a “job” of making packages pretty! 
We presented a check for $5,726 (the pro-
ceeds from the Bluegrass Charity Regatta) 
to the Hearing and Speech Center at our 
Christmas celebration dinner. Our silent 
auction that evening netted $126.50.
We continue our efforts to recruit new mem-
bers.

IOTA PHI
Clarksburg, Indiana

9 Members
April 7, 2019

Slate of Officers: Leslie Yazel, President; 
Michelle Deaton, Secretary; Tonya Smith, 
Treasurer; Andrea Niedenthal, Conduc-
tress; Pam Blasdel, Advisor
The Ladies of Iota Phi had an awesome inau-
gural year of sisterhood and discovering more 
about Psi Iota Xi. The chapter conducted 
two fundraisers: That’s My Pan and Cards 
for a Cause, which were great starters for 
our new chapter. We also had a new pledge, 
Barb Crawford, who will be initiated at our 
June Social.
We had two socials: July and January. In July 
we had a cookout and Captain Steve provided 
a nice boat ride around the lake. In January 
we went out to lunch and shopping for one 
of our ladies whom got married in January.
The chapter was able to adapt to using Zoom 
for a couple of our meetings in the Spring, 
which was very entertaining. We weren’t able 

to spend any of our project money to support 
our first philanthropic project of installing 
our first “Free Little Library” but members 
did personally donate some books to go into 
a local “Free Little Library” at Lake Santee.
Thank you to all our sister chapters for pro-
viding your donation for our chapter, it was 
much appreciated and was such a warming 
way to welcome us into the organization.

IOTA CHI
La Grange, Kentucky

11 Members
Second Monday

May 2019
Slate of Officers: Ashley Lyon, President; 
Amanda Sparkman, Vice President; Ma-
randa Edens, Recording Secretary; Mary 
Emma Darst, Corresponding Secretary; Sa-
mantha Teague, Treasurer; Sandy Johnson, 
Conductress
Social Activities: Our year began with the 
installation of our new chapter on May 19th. 
Eleven members were inducted into the chap-
ter. We had a beautiful ceremony at one of our 
member’s businesses. We had cake and were 
surrounded by friends, family, and many so-
rority sisters from near and far. In December, 
we got together for our chapter’s Christmas 
party/ meeting. After our meeting, we had a 
party and played a few fun games, our favorite 
being the “Saran Wrap” game. We also had 
a white elephant gift exchange along with a 
potluck for dinner. Then in February, we had 
our last social of the year. We got together to 
make Valentine’s Day cards for all the resi-
dents at our local nursing home. 
Chapter News: For our first year as a chapter 
we were able to donate over $150 in donations 
to a local charity. We were overly excited 
to be able to donate that much for our first 
year. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, our 
chapter met via Zoom for March and April. 
We decided not to cancel any of our meetings 
and we are starting our second year with open 
minds and determination!
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: We had 
one fundraiser for the year, which we held 
from September to November. We held our 
fundraiser through Yankee Candle. We sold 
Yankee Candle products along with Betty 
Crocker, Rubbermaid, etc. For our first fun-
draiser as a new chapter we did a good job. 
The money we raised from our fundraiser 
we donated to Good News Homes which is 
a local charity that helps displaced or at-risk 
families find homes. We also started planning 
our fundraiser for next year at our March 
meeting.

Iota Phi at their July social on the lake

Each year in December Theta Nu hosts a Silent 
Auction/Dinner. This is an annual event to present 
the Hearing and Speech Center proceeds from our 
Bluegrass Charity Regatta, held once a year.

Marcey Ansley Executive Director (left) of the Hearing 
and Speech Center received a donation from Theta 
Nu Chapter President, Donna Carrithers for $5,726. 
The Bluegrass Charity Regatta is a one-day annual 
event by Theta Nu Chapter and the Cave Run Sailing 
Association!
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My second year as your Southwest District Offi-
cer did not disappoint. You all continue to amaze 
me with all you do. You are all strong women and 
truly give back in all kinds of ways to your com-
munities. 2019–2020 may not have ended the way 
we all thought but will come out stronger because 
of it. As we move forward we will work through 
the delays and cancellations of fundraisers and 
projects together.

I look forward to visiting more chapters this year 
even if it means joining your zoom meetings or 
socially distancing at actual meetings. I awarded 
the Honeycomb Awards at National Convention to 
Alpha Beta, Seymour, and Zeta Mu, Jasper. Con-

OUTHWEST DISTRICT

SOUTHWEST DISTRICT CHAPTERS:
Zeta, Bloomington, IN .......................................1904
Alpha Beta, Seymour, IN ....................................1922
Alpha Omicron, Vincennes, IN ..........................1926
Alpha Psi, Washington, IN .................................1928
Beta Beta, Sullivan, IN .......................................1928
Beta Lambda, Bedford, IN .................................1933
Beta Mu, Brownstown, IN ..................................1933
Gamma Iota, Shoals, IN .....................................1948
Gamma Rho Aux, Linton, IN  .............................1952
Zeta Gamma, Fort Branch, IN ............................1957
Zeta Mu, Jasper, IN .............................................1959
Eta Alpha, Nashville, IN......................................1966
Eta Chi, Martinsville, IN .....................................1971
Theta Beta, Paoli, IN ...........................................1971
Iota Lambda, Ferdinand, IN ..............................1985
Iota Rho, Odon, IN ..............................................2003

Terri Resler
DISTRICT OFFICER

Alpha Psi–Washington, Indiana

gratulations and I wish you continued success in 
your chapters. You do represent our opening verse 
and great works in our communities.

Even with projects and fundraisers being cut short 
last spring, you all did outstanding in your contri-
butions to our different fields of endeavors. Keep 
doing what you do and it will all work out in the 
end. Keep up the great works Sisters!!!

Please contact me with any question or concerns, 
I am here to help. Thank you for letting me serve 
as your Southwest District Officer.

Pax Vobiscum

Total Community Outreach ...................................................................... $ 22,970
Total Speech and Hearing ........................................................................ $ 18,745
Total Music ................................................................................................... $ 10,895
Total Fine Arts .............................................................................................. $ 19,414
Total Literature/Literacy ............................................................................ $ 23,111

16
Chapters

349
Members
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ZETA
Bloomington, Indiana

42 Members
Second Tuesday

November 19, 1904
Slate of Officers: Beth Perney, President; 
Phyllis Schwitzer, Vice President; Cyndi 
Nelson, Recording Secretary; Sally Walker, 
Treasurer; Linda Campbell, Corresponding 
Secretary; Judy Killagrew, Conductress
Social Activities: Our year started off in May 
with a wonderful carry in, where members 
delighted each other with their culinary skills; 
one member raises asparagus and we cheer for 
this delicacy every year! June brings perfect 
weather for our annual cocktail party—it is 
so good, we even let the husbands come! In 
2019, the host’s home overlooked beautiful 
Lake Monroe, and we took in the picturesque 
view while celebrating the good life. One of our 
members has “pop up” pool parties, inviting 
everyone in the Chapter to come and hang out 
just because we are Psi Otes.
Chapter News: Our Initiation and installation 
dinner was to be in April. When it happens, 
and it WILL happen, we will bring in two new 
members and a transfer. We lost four sisters this 
year, each one leaving a hole where there was a 
blooming yellow rose in our Chapter bouquet. 
Our Chapter meeting in April was via Zoom, 
which was an educational outreach opportu-
nity for sisters to teach sisters about technology. 
The laughter which ensued from mastering 
that learning curve was a wonderful salve for 
so many of us. The Zoom meeting went longer 
than anyone thought it would, as we connected 
through the socially distanced void.
New members this year: Jamie Clack (transfer 
from Columbus’ Epsilon chapter), Susan Mc-
Namara, and Jan Stocker
Deceased this program year: Gail Becker, BoP-
eep Benckart, Jean Campaigne, Jeanne Kessell, 
Joan Olcott, Virginia Shelley
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Our No-
vember style show is certainly social, but it’s 
also a fundraiser, especially through our si-
lent auction. Our biggest fundraising tool is 
the Bloomington Thrift Shop. This year, we 
supported 29 local organizations. At the end 
of this article is a photo that ran in the 3/14 
Herald Times.
With the pandemic, we closed our Shop’s doors. 
We joined the world in staying in place, and 
yet needed to care for our employees. I believe 
grass roots communication is powerful, and 
what we have done and are doing for our em-
ployees will be noted in the community. So far, 
we have managed to pay them full salaries in 
April and ½ pay in May, distinguishing us from 
other similar venues in the community because 
of our concern. We will not be as high profile 
in monetary subsidy to outside organizations 
as we were this year, because we chose to be 
socially just and see to the needs of those who 
rely on us most: our employees. Members have 
made donations to this cause, reflecting that 
charity does indeed begin at home.
Bloomington Thrift Shop Funds Local Non-
Profits
29 local non-profit organizations received 
checks on Sunday, March 1 at a reception at the 

Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Our big-
gest fundraiser of the year was the Seymour 
Oktoberfest. We sold delicious reuben sand-
wiches, hot pretzels with cheese and apple 
cider. We also sold beautiful holiday green-
ery. Customers were given the choice of live 
wreaths, door swags or centerpieces. A Thirty-
One raffle was planned as a spring fundraiser. 
However, this raffle has been postponed but 
will award the winners with fun and useful 
purses, totes and bags.

ALPHA OMICRON
Vincennes, Indiana

18 Members
Second Wednesday

February 1926
Slate of Officers: Sara Frenz, President; Jane 
Patton, Vice President; Tanya Snider, Cor-
responding Secretary; Anne Spradling, Re-
cording Secretary; Kathy Kahre, Treasurer; 
Pam Garnder, Conductress; Anne Spradling, 
Advisor
Social Activities: In May we installed our 
new officers and in June we welcomed three 
new members to our group. Our Christmas 
party was held at Anne Spradling’s and we 
put together a laundry basket for the local 
group, Generations, that helps the elderly in 
need. We also had a gift exchange. We weren’t 
able to have a meeting in February due to the 
weather and we weren’t able to meet in April 
due to Covid-19.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Our spring 
flower sales were good; we sell geraniums, 
petunias, ferns, and hanging baskets. We get 
them from local markets, and then we deliver 
them around Mother’s Day. We host a Middle 
School Art show for the local middle schools 
and we give out many different gifts to the 
artists that participate. We also put on a 6th 
grade performance for the local schools called 
Artrageous and it was enjoyed by all. The big-
gest project we do, and it’s a huge success, is 
our Art Ventures camp. We usually have this 
in July and the kids from 1st-6th grades can 
come. We have teachers that volunteer for the 
week and teach them different forms of art 
and at the end of the week they have a final 

Bloomington Playwrights Project. The Bloom-
ington Thrift Shop, itself a local non-profit, is the 
source of these funds, which are always donated 
to local organizations. 
Groups awarded checks included Arts Alliance 
of Greater Bloomington, Big Brothers, Big Sis-
ters, Bloomington Chamber Singers, Blooming-
ton Playwrights Project, Boys and Girls Club, 
Cardinal Stage, Community Kitchen of Monroe 
County, Farm to Family Fund, Inc., HealthNet 
Bloomington Health Center, Hoosier Hills Food 
Bank, If Department of Speech, Languages and 
Hearing Sciences, Middle Way House, Monroe 
County CASA, Monroe County History Center, 
Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard, New Hope for 
New Families, Shalom Community Center, Sing 
for Joy!, Society of St. Vincent de Paul, Stone 
Belt Arc, Inc., Teachers Warehouse, Team First 
Book, Monroe County, VITAL, Voces Novae 
and Wonderlab. 
The Bloomington Thrift Shop, the fund-raising 
arm of Psi Iota Xi philanthropic sorority, is 
located at 220 S Madison and is sourced with 
donated clothing, housewares and collectibles. 
–Herald Times, 3/14/2020

ALPHA BETA
Seymour, Indiana
14 Members
First Monday
April 15, 1922

Slate of Officers: Angie Craig, President; 
Lisa Fleming, Vice President; Karen Koes-
ter, Recording Secretary; Annette Reitman, 
Corresponding Secretary; Beverly Kimbley, 
Treasurer; Jane Thomes, Conductress; Gwen 
Brown, Advisor
Social Activities: Our Christmas celebration 
included a fun game with a gift card exchange 
and lots of tasty treats. We attended our lo-
cal dinner theater and enjoyed the musical, 
Godspell, presented by the Jackson County 
Community Theater. Our sister, Georgiann 
Coons, shared her musical talents with this 
production. In January we held our annual 
purse auction and found lots of surprises inside 
our new purses, while fundraising. We were 
glad our Southwest District Officer, Terri Re-
sler, was able to share this fun evening with us. 
Our spring social was planned with a nice meal 
and painting spring signs. Unfortunately, this 
event was cancelled due to social distancing.
Chapter News: Our membership remained 
the same this year. We feel blessed that our 
small group of hardworking ladies will con-
tinue to help others in the upcoming year.

Alpha Omicron arts projects and flower fundraiser

Zeta’s photo that was printed in the Herald Times with 
the preceding article
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performance and display for the parents. It’s a 
great money maker for us and is very popular 
for the local children. The classes range from 
language to Jiujutsu. After the camp we take a 
short summer break. 
We are small group but were able to give over 
$8,000 in grants, scholarships and donations in 
the areas of Speech & Hearing, Art, Literature 
and Music, in addition to the programs we 
provide to our local youth.

ALPHA PSI
Washington, Indiana

27 Members
First Tuesday
April 27, 1928

Slate of Officers: Shelley Ryan, President; 
Michele Potts, Vice President; Geena Davis, 
Corresponding Secretary; Anita Means, Re-
cording Secretary; Trish Knepp, Treasurer; 
Jaime Halter, Conductress; Casey Cherry, 
Advisor; Terri Resler, Extension Chairman; 
Elke Guratzsch, Publicity Chairman; Bar-
bara Perkins, Parliamentarian; Terri Resler, 
Keeper of Strongbox; Trish Knepp, Keeper of 
Scrapbook
Social Activities: In September, we rolled out 
with our annual fall party and enjoyed being 
together with everyone while discussing our 
upcoming biggest fundraiser, Winter Wreaths. 
In December, we held our Christmas party 
and made cookies together with local celeb-
rity, Trevin Alford, who won the Kid’s Baking 
Championship on Food Network. They were 
delicious and he was such a pleasure! Due to 
the COVID19 outbreak, we have been unable 
to meet for the past few months and were not 
able to have our May breakfast. We are looking 
at rescheduling this.
Chapter News: We initiated 3 new members 
and lost one alumni sister this year as well. We 
all shared laughs, tears, trials, and joys through-
out the year, but we were able to endure it with 
the love and support of our fellow sisters. We 
look forward to what the 2020-2021 year will 
bring us and cannot wait to spend it together!
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Our big-
gest fundraiser of the year was in November 
and is when we sell our Christmas Wreaths 
and Bows. Each of our ladies did an amazing 
job selling the wreaths and extra bows to help 
fund this particular endeavor. In November 
and December, we assisted our local Salvation 
Army with ringing the bells and were able to 
raise over $1500 in one day! We donated to 
several different charities and programs such 
as the Daviess County Hospital speech and 
hearing occupational center. We also gave a 
scholarship to Chavannah Chesnut for speech 
and hearing on her first year at school.

BETA BETA
Sullivan, Indiana

9 Members
Third Monday
May 28, 1928

The Beta Beta chapter , under the leadership 
of President Cathy Booker, experienced a quiet 
year. Our chapter continues to stand solid 
with 9 members strong, even in the face of 
this pandemic. We were able to help out with 
many organizations in our community such 
as music and art scholarships for area high 
schools, the speech and hearing program at 
the hospital, and many other great causes that 
are dear to our hearts.

BETA LAMBDA
Bedford, Indiana
29 Members

Second Tuesday
May 1933

Slate of Officers: Lisa French, President; Kate 
Smith, Vice President; Lisa Short, Record-
ing Secretary; Gloria Hilkey, Corresponding 
Secretary; Melissa Hilkey, Treasurer; Linda 
Cox, Conductress; Carol Highhouse, Advisor
Social Activities: We relaxed and celebrated 
the achievement of hosting the 2019 National 
Psi Iota Xi Convention with dinner and fun 
at Bedford’s Wings and Rings in June. The 
September 10th meeting was held at the lovely 

home of member, Linda Cox. After refresh-
ment and social time, the 2019-2020 officers 
were installed, and the gavel was passed. Besides 
Linda, other hostesses were Jo Ann Kasprzycki, 
Carol Highhouse, Rowena Cross-Najafi, and 
Diane Stipp. It was announced that Autumn 
Daugherty was expecting a little girl, and we 
could bring a baby gift to the October meeting, 
which was held at the ReMax office on the 8th. 
The room was decorated with a Halloween 
theme, and Renita Watts won the costume 
contest as an adorable Tyrannosaurus Rex. We 
also had a candy corn contest and a Halloween 
quiz. Hostesses for the October meeting were 
Sheryl Langdon, Laura Chaille, and Marty 
Scherschel. The November meeting was also 
at ReMax with Linda Miller, Stacey Masterson, 
and Barbara Wright as hostesses. We were en-
couraged to bring guests, an auction item, and 
a covered dish to the December meeting. The 
beautifully decorated home of Lorri Hamer 
was the venue for our annual Christmas auc-
tion, meeting and party on December 10th. 
In addition to spirited bidding on donated 
items and delicious treats, the guests invited 
were introduced and presented with gift bags. 
Earlier in December some of the sisters enjoyed 
hearing chapter member and soloist, Gloria 
Hilkey, as well as Rose Brenner’s husband, 
sing with the choir in the annual Community 
Christmas Cantata at First Baptist Church. 
We were treated to the talented artistry by our 
own accomplished Rose Brenner and Pam 
Bell at the Wiley House on January 8th. Rose 
demonstrated her splendid oil painting tech-
niques and Pam displayed beautiful note cards 
of her colored pencil artwork. Hostesses were 
Pam Bell, Rose Brenner, Cathy Meyer and 
Renita Watts. On February 11th, we met at 
the charming Milwaukee Downtown Depot, 
hosted by Lorri Hamer and Connie McDaniel, 
who decorated with a Valentine theme. During 
social time we made small valentines as deco-
rations for nursing homes in our community. 
We surprised Sister, Stacy Riggins, with a baby 
shower, and she introduced us to her precious 
little man. Our March meeting was hosted by 
Gloria Hilkey, Melissa Hilkey, Lisa Short, and 
Barbara Wright at Barbara’s ReMax office. 
The ladies served treats and decorated with 
a St. Patrick’s Day theme for social time. Due 
to COVID19, future meetings are suspended 
until authorities deem it is safe to once again 
enjoy group socializing.
Chapter News: The highlight of our year was 
seeing our hard work under the organized and 
capable leadership of Diane Stipp, culminate 
in hosting a memorable, exciting, and fun Na-
tional Psi Iota Xi Convention in French Lick, 
Indiana, at the splendid French Lick Springs 
Resort in June. Over 400 enthusiastic women 
experienced “Dancing with My Sisters” in in-
formative meetings, raffles, sales room, dining 
and yes, dancing together late into the night. 
We delighted in supporting our own Connie 
McDaniel, as she led us through the packed 
agenda of convention meetings as the National 
Psi Iota Xi President. Besides our loyal chapter 
sisters, Diane was assisted by her committee 
chairwomen: Treasurer, Jo Ann Kasprzycki; 
Sales Room, Marty Scherschel; Raffle, Linda 
Cox; Credentials, Stacy Masterson; Registra-
tion, Melissa Hilkey; and Hospitality, Lorri 

Alpha Psi’s special guest Trevin Alford at their 
Christmas Party

Alpha Psi’s annual fall party

Alpha Psi initiated three new members
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Hamer. Our sincere thanks to the other chap-
ters for their help, support, and attendance 
to make the convention a wonderful success.
Because it took tremendous work, cooperation, 
and volunteer hours of our sisters to provide 
the national convention, our Psi Ote(s) of the 
Year is all the ladies of our chapter. Awards 
for perfect attendance go to Lisa French and 
Kate Smith.
We have proudly nominated Diane Stipp for 
the “National Psi Ote of the Year Award” due 
to her dedicated history with the sorority for 
thirty years, and for tackling the huge respon-
sibility of planning, directing and executing 
a successful National Psi Iota Xi Convention. 
Whether she is chosen for the award or not, 
her loyalty, leadership, dedication, enthusiasm, 
friendship and spirit endear her to us. 
Our sisters continue to enlighten the lives of 
those in the community by participation in our 
varied projects, activities, and with our friend-
ship. Our total number of volunteer hours 
for the year is 88.5. Our sincere thanks to the 
members who open their lovely homes to us 
throughout the year, as well as the Milwaukee 
Depot, Bender Banquet Hall, the Wiley House, 
and PIX Sister Barbara Wright and her ReMax 
business.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: The Beta 
Lambda Sisters had a remarkably busy and 
productive year. Chairman, Diane Stipp, pro-
vided direction for our annual and profitable 
poinsettia/Christmas cactus/miniature rose 
sales. The literacy project, chaired by Pam 
Bell, is successful in providing awareness to 
new mothers in the community of the impor-
tance of reading and choosing age-appropriate 
reading material for their children. For the 
first time our chapter donated a Christmas 
tree, decorated by us in Psi Iota Xi colors of 
turquoise and gold, for the annual community 
Fantasia Auction, with proceeds benefiting the 
community food pantry.
In our efforts to promote art, music, and lit-
erature we continue to support Bedford North 
Lawrence Music and Literature Departments. 
We also support Community Reading Project, 
United Way’s Kindergarten Count Down, the 
Wiley Art Museum, SOAR, Bedford Little The-
ater, the Cochlear Implant program at James 
Whitcomb Riley Hospital, and Hear Indiana 
Summer Camp. We continue to provide two 
college scholarships to worthy Bedford North 

Lawrence High School students in memory 
of Opal Clark, past national president, and 
Rosamond Pitman, a dedicated speech and 
hearing therapist.

BETA MU
Brownstown, Indiana

31 Members
Third Tuesday

November 4, 1933
Slate of Officers: Alicia Reedy, President; 
Andrea Blair-Sheldon, Vice President; Judy 
Miller and Jeanna Eppley, Co-Treasurers; 
Arann Banks and Jeanna Eppley, Recording 
Secretaries; Ashley Shoemaker, Correspond-
ing Secretary
Social Activities: In October, eighteen Psi 
Ote Sisters and two guests attended a dinner/
fashion show hosted by B. Fancy Boutique in 
Bedford, IN. We enjoyed a delicious Italian 
dinner and was entertained with a fashion 
show. November is our Anniversary month. We 
have hosted a Taste of the Seasons event for sev-
eral years as a means to socialize and to make 
a little money apply towards our fair booth 
repairs. The ladies that attend enjoy sampling 
appetizers and drinks that they can prepare 
and serve at upcoming holiday gatherings.
Chapter News: We did initiate two new mem-
bers, Brycelyn Pottschmidt and Jamah Stahl. 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we did not 
meet in April. Our Nutty Bar building needs 
to be replaced or drastically repaired. We are 
researching costs and volunteer availability 
to complete a much needed project. We look 
forward to another busy fun filled year.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: We have 
3 major fundraisers each year. During the 
Jackson County Fair, we make and sell home-
made Nutty Bar ice cream treats. Here is a link 
to an article that was printed in The Tribune. 
http://www.tribtown.com/2019/07/25/nutty-
bar-stand-longtime-tradition-at-fair/
We had our 4th Annual Jackson County Festi-
val of Wines and Brews in October. The event, 
sponsored by Beta Mu chapter of Psi Iota Xi 
and Masonic Lodge Washington No. 13 with 
the support from Brownstown Ewing Main 
Street and the Jackson County Visitors Center 
features wineries, breweries and live music. We 
sell tickets in advance and will also at the door. 
Our 2020 date is October 10th. Beta Mu also 
makes and sells cheeseballs. This year we made 
over 2200 total of our three varieties. We have 
our original cheddar, beef & cheddar and an 
original rolled in nuts. 
A smaller fundraiser we have is the Freetown 
Festival Baby Contest in July.
Our fundraising efforts allow us to support 
the national and state projects in addition 
to our local projects. Some of those include 
a music scholarship, “I Like Me” books for 
Kindergarten Students in Brownstown, mon-
ies to Distinguished Young Women’s contest, 
4-H, Braves Backer Board, Brownstown Main 
Street, Southern Indiana Center of the Arts.

GAMMA IOTA
Shoals, Indiana
12 Members

Second Tuesday
August 16, 1948

Social Activities: In October 2019 meeting, 
we held a Fall/Halloween themed auction. In 
December 2019, we held our annual Christ-
mas Party, where members and retired mem-
bers had a pitch-in dinner and participated 
in a gift exchange. Also in January 2020, we 
held a clearance Christmas/Winter decora-
tion themed auction. Due to COVID-19, we 
didn’t get to have our normal Spring/Garden 
themed auction so we finally had our chapter 
meeting in June and decided on a Summer 
themed auction. 
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Gamma 
Iota gave back to the community this past year 
by donating funds to the Shoals Community 
Schools art, music, and hearing programs. The 
Chapter contributed donations to both the el-
ementary and high school music departments. 
Throughout the year the chapter also donated 
to multiple organizations in our town, such 
as the Shoals Community School Corpora-
tion, Shoals Catfish Festival, Shoals Public 
Library, Shoals Beautification Board and Little 
League. Athletic banquets were held to honor 
the Shoals Girls’ Volleyball and Basketball 
sectional teams, but due to COVID-19 we 
didn’t get to honor the Softball team. Children 
and families were able to meet Santa, get their 
picture taken and listen to a Christmas story 
prior to the town Christmas Parade. In Febru-
ary, the Chapter sponsored a blood drive with 
the American Red Cross. Each year Gamma 
Iota makes and sells cheeseballs in November 
and sells a variety of flowers in April.

GAMMA RHO Auxiliary
Linton, Indiana
12 Members

First or Third Thursdays
May 19, 1952

Slate of Officers: Debby Poole, President; 
Donna Smith, Treasurer; Sharon Payne, Re-
cording/Corresponding Secretary, Publicity, 
Scrapbooks (68 years of Gamma Rho History 
1952-2020)
Social Activities: Our Auxillary obligations 
included six meetings per year led by these 
officers for 2019-2020. Our first meeting was 
a September Pitch-in hosted by the Officers. 
Delicious coney dog sauce made by Cyote 
Mike Smith was a big hit. Desserts and business 
concluded the meeting. 
Michelle Neukam and Nancee Dunkerly hosted 
the second meeting, a pizza party in October. 
Our third meeting was our annual house tour 
in November, “Festival of Homes,” that fea-
tured four beautiful homes. Profits will go to 
our scholarship fund. Dedra Carr, Marylin 
Clayton, and Sharon Payne chaired the event. 
The fourth meeting was a Christmas gather-
ing held at member Sally Dilorenzo’s lovely 
home. Festive lights, Holiday food and drink, 
deccadent desserts, beautiful decorations and 
a huge Christmas tree greeted us. The 55 grab 
bag gift each person brought turned into a 

Beta Lambda National Convention Chair Diane Stipp
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fun, exciting game. A roll of the dice by each 
person determined which direction and how 
many times the gift would be passed around 
the table. Everyone ended up with a nice gift. A 
door prize was given by our hostess and a short 
business meeting concluded the gathering.
Due to the Covid 19 outbreak, our April and 
May meetings were put on hold until later.
Chapter News: Sadly we lost Mary Eileen 
Yaw on November 2, 2019, who was our last 
remaining Charter Member of Gamma Rho 
Chapter. She was instrumental in securing new 
members to enable us to receive our Charter 
on May 19, 1952. Eileen served as our first 
President, held other offices and also served as 
a Province Officer. She was an inspiration to 
all and served Psi Otes loyaly throughout her 
sixty five years of Gamma Rho membership. 
We were blessed to conduct a lovely memo-
rial service in honor and remembrance of our 
Sister Eileen Yaw.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Our only 
Fundraiser was our house tour “Festival of 
Homes” held in November. Four beautiful 
homes were featured in and around Linton for 
touring and enjoying on a lovely November 
afternoon. We made a $1,000 profit which will 
fund our Scholarship Program. We continued 
to host Bingo and provide prizes for our local 
Glenburn Nursing Home through December. 
Our monthly bingo at Glenburn Nursing home 
was cancelled due to the Covid-19. Other 
Charitable Activities were: Ringing the bell for 
Civitan, collecting canned goods for holiday 
baskets and caring for three flower beds at 
our local park. We donated $250 to Linton 
Stockton Elementary Band Director, Danielle 
Leigh. Two $500 scholarships were awarded to 
graduating Linton Stockton Seniors.

ZETA GAMMA
Fort Branch, Indiana

14 Members
First Tuesday

October 6, 1957
Slate of Officers: Jackie Bent, President; 
Jaynell Dix, Vice President; Lesa Bond, 
Recording Secretary; Sandy Birch, Corre-
sponding Secretary; Sheryl Walker-Isaakson, 
Treasurer; Mo Dix, Conductress; Dawn Mi-
chel, Advisor
Social Activities: We held our October Social 
at our local park shelter house and enjoyed 
an evening of food and games. In November, 
we welcomed a special guest from the Isaiah 
1:17 Project who explained their mission and 

gave us a lot of great information about their 
project. In December, we celebrated Christmas 
at our meeting and had another fun evening 
together. This has been a strange Spring, and 
we have been required to rely on electronic 
means of communication more than ever! We 
look forward to a day that we can spend time 
together again.
Chapter News: We were able to initiate one 
legacy this year, Lexie Birch. We also have one 
new member we have been waiting to initi-
ate, but COVID-19 quarantine is keeping us 
from making our new member “official.” We 
are also busy with preparations for the 2023 
National Convention. We hope everyone is 
staying healthy and happy and we look forward 
to another great year with our Psi Ote sisters!
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Once 
again, we made cheeseballs in November and 
December. And in March we held our 10th 
Annual Father-Daughter Dance. This has be-
come an event in our community that everyone 
looks forward to and it’s a great fundraiser 
for us. We were able to donate money to our 
local library to fund three summer projects 
they have planned this year. We also donated 
to Broadway Players (a local group that puts 
on plays); Hear Indiana Deaf Camp; Riley 
Hospital; The Isaiah 1:17 Project; the Cystic 
Fibrosis Foundation; The Women’s Fund of 
Gibson County; Chemo Buddies; our local 
schools; and we also provided scholarships to 
two grateful students.

ZETA MU
Jasper, Indiana
19 Members

Second Tuesday
October 30, 1959

Slate of Officers: Ginger Hedinger, President; 
Paula Marshall, Vice-President; Leisa Low-
rey, Treasurer; Patty Boeglin, Secretary
Social Activities: Our year started with the 
May Installation Banquet with the theme of 
Dr. Seuss for our decorations and activities. 
We kicked off our summer with a cookout at 
our June meeting. We met at our Vice Presi-
dent’s home and members brought special food 
dishes to eat with our Vice President’s grilled 
turkey tenders. It was a great way for members 
to visit before taking our summer break from 
sorority. Our catered December Christmas 
party was again a great time! We passed white 
elephant presents with the roll of dice, and 
finally opened the gift we received last. At our 

January meeting we played a game of sorority 
Bingo hosted by Leisa Lowrey who dreamt 
up the bingo cards and called Bingo! It sure 
made a blah meeting more fun as there is not 
much business in January. For monthly fun, 
members take turns hosting Lunch Bunch. One 
member picks a restaurant, the date and time 
for members to meet. It’s a way for members 
to get to know each other better and brain 
storm new ideas. We had fun at our February 
Fling this year by doing a Karaoke contest with 
costumes and a make shift stage and judges. 
Everyone enjoyed a fun evening of singing and 
impersonating stars! Many meetings members 
answer roll call to different inquiries; what was 
your favorite Halloween treat, your favorite 
Christmas song or movie, your favorite Christ-
mas present as a child or adult, your favorite 
childhood author or book? It gives members 
a peek into each one’s lives beyond sorority.
Chapter News: With the Coronavirus out-
break, our chapter hosted its first virtual 
meeting via the internet in April and our May 
Installation/Initiation Banquet will be moved 
to June. Some of our members are technol-
ogy challenged but the meeting was a success 
as over half our members tuned in! We were 
happy that a two-year member accepted the 
Vice-President position. We also shared in 
the loss of three alumnae members, Margaret 
Steffens, Past President Doris Gutzweiler, and 
Mary Jane Humbarger, who was the instiga-
tor of our Terri Lynn nuts fundraiser. Our 
members also supported another member, 
Lynn Maitlen, through the grief of the death 
of her husband who had been a prominent 
doctor in our community. We look forward to 
another fruitful year with loyal and hardwork-
ing members.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Again this 
year, we sponsored our Language and Literacy 
camp in June with an 87% attendance rate. 
Our Wine/Craft Festival at our local Stras-
senfest held in August was again a success 
as we sold out of wine glasses. Each year we 
watch for ways to make it better! Our entire 
club helps as we need all hands on deck for it 
to run smoothly from organizing to the event 
day! Another main fund raiser of selling Terri 
Lynn nuts and candy was again successful. We 
are lucky to have members who work really 
hard in getting the last of the nuts/candy sold 
each year! Members gave donations of school 
supplies and money to Head Start at our May 
Installation Banquet and to Crisis Connection 
at our December Christmas party. Our chapter 
also donated to the Jasper Community Arts 
and gave a $2000 scholarship to a worthy high 
school senior. We were proud to be able to 
donate $2700 to our local library to purchase 

Gamma Rho charter members, including Mary Eileen 
Yaw, pictured seated on the floor on the right

Zeta Gamma at their annual Father-Daughter Dance.

Back row (l to r): Juli Phillips, Jaynell Dix, Trenda Ridge, 
Jackie Bent, Dawn Michel, Sandy Birch

Front row, left to right: Mo Dix, Margie Beal, Lesa Bond

Zeta Mu donated to their local library for the purchase 
of early learning software
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an Early Learning computer program called 
AWE. Our March meeting was held at the 
library’s amphitheater for a demonstration. A 
picture of our presentation is on the previous 
page. We received a financial request from 
a family whose 10-year-old child is in need 
of hearing aids. Our chapter stepped up and 
donated $2745 for the down payment to the 
local hearing aid doctor. We look forward to 
another year of successes in 2020-2021.

ETA ALPHA
Nashville, Indiana

25 Members
Second Monday
May 1, 1966

Slate of Officers: Sherri Brown and Tam-
my Hawkins, Co-Presidents; Jenny Austin, 
Vice President; Jill Wray, Treasurer; Jenny 
Bowden, Recording Secretary; Stephanie 
Dean, Community Service; Allison O’Shea, 
Conductress; Benita Fox, Corresponding 
Secretary
Social Activities: Eta Alpha enjoyed fellow-
ship and food a half hour before our monthly 
meeting, giving us a chance to socialize and 
learn a little bit more about each other. Our 
December meeting concluded with a fun or-
nament gift exchange. Our February meeting 
concluded with members making Valentine’s 
Day cards for the residents of Brown County 
Health and Living. Our year ended with the 
craziness of COVID-19, which resulted in 
meetings by Zoom and postponing induction 
of new members until next year.
Chapter News: Overall, 2019-2020 was a good 
year for Eta Alpha. We welcomed in two new 
members and look forward to a formal induc-
tion ceremony in the future.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: We kicked 
off 2019 with our annual Fall Mums Sale and 
our food booth at the Betty Begonia Upscale 
Tag Sale. In the spring of 2020, we did our 
annual Spring Flowers Sale. Through these 
successful activities we were able to give back 
to many different entities, such as the high 
school band, choir, theater/drama department. 
We awarded money to the Indiana Heritage 
Art Funds and awarded several scholarships 
to high school seniors at Brown County High 
School.

ETA CHI
Martinsville, Indiana

15 Members
Second Monday
January 31, 1971

Slate of Officers: Ann Marvel, President; 
Judy Meyers, Vice President; Marcia Callis, 
Recording Secretary; Janet Putt, Correspond-
ing Secretary; Evelyn Long, Treasurer; Mary 
Hankins, Conductress; Barb Curtis, Advisor
The Eta Chi Chapter completed its 49th year 
January 31. The 2019 Psi Iota Xi National Con-
vention was attended by our delegates, Kathy 
Burkhart and Evelyn Long. Ann Marvel and 
Barb Curtis were delegates at the Indiana State 
Meeting. Also attending the meeting were 
Kathy Burkhart and Evelyn Long.
The Eta Chi Chapter sponsors the Judith 
Bertelsen scholarship award each spring to a 
Martinsville High School student majoring 
in speech/hearing, literature, art, or music 
in college. The chapter supports many local 
philanthropic community projects including: 
The Morgan County Public Library summer 
reading program, the Read-Up program for 
students in local schools, Camp Riley/Hear 
Indiana summer camp, donations to art, music 
and speech/hearing in the local schools includ-
ing hearing aids for students. The chapter also 
donates money to the Community Concert 
series and the Psi Iota Xi long term national 
project. Our local high school music dept. was 
given an application to receive Indianapolis 
Symphony tickets for students from the Na-
tional Project Chair. 
In supporting philanthropic efforts, the chapter 
began selling a variety of scented soy candles 
during the holiday season. The candles will 
be sold in the sales rooms at the Indiana State 
Meeting and the National Convention. Also, 
the mum and poinsettia sales were successful 
in supporting the local projects for the 2019-20 
year. The members enjoyed selling extra mums 
at a local farmer’s market. During the chapter’s 
monthly meeting, a raffle has been held to as-
sist the chapter’s general fund. The raffle was 
recently finalized with Janet Putt accepting the 
raffle gift. The local Kroger card has also added 
funding to the chapter.
The chapter’s Psi Ote of the year was awarded 
to member Kathy Burkhart for her dedicated 
time and effort. She received a certificate from 
National Council. 
Eta Chi updated its committees including the 
Ways/Means/Budget, Bylaws/Revision, Nomi-
nating, Membership, Scholarships, and camp-
erships.
Members have enjoyed participating in a secret 
pal exchange among its members and hosting 
several meetings during the year. The Eta Chi 
chapter enjoyed a cookout social at the lake cot-
tage of President Ann Marvel in July. Members 
smiled when looking at a photo from the 1992 
National newsletter. Currently plans are being 
made to celebrate the chapter’s 50th year in 
2021. We hope to retain our current members 
and build our future membership.

Eta Chi member Barb Curtis selling mums at the local 
farmers market

The ladies of Eta Chi chapter

Eta Chi President Ann Marvel
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THETA BETA
Paoli, Indiana
18 Members

First Wednesday
May 2, 1971

Slate of Officers: Stephanie Chastain, Presi-
dent; Mackenzie King, Vice President; Lori 
Phillips, Recording Secretary; Jessie Elliott, 
Treasurer; Amber Blankenbaker, Conduc-
tress; Sara Parks, Corresponding Secretary
2019 was another exciting and successful year 
for our Theta Beta Chapter. We have 18 active 
members and we are continuing to grow. Our 
chapter was very busy again this year. In May, 
we were able to award a scholarship to a very 
deserving Senior. In September, our Cookies & 
Canvas and Baby Contest captured the excite-
ment of the Paoli Fall Festival attendees. In Oc-
tober, we hosted our annual Spook Parade. It’s 
always great to see so many come out dressed 
in costumes. In November, our cheeseballs 
were once again a huge hit. We sold over 800 
cheeseballs this year! This is by far our biggest 
fundraiser. Our Christmas party is always so 
much fun as we get together for lots of laughs 
in December. During this time, we continue to 
bring canned goods for our local food pantry 
to help keep it filled during the holiday season. 
Book distribution for our local elementary is 
popular with all the students in March. We 
were once again able to distribute over 725 
books in grades K-6. Each student received a 
book of their choice. We love to see the students 
get excited about reading. In April, our annual 
Easter egg hunt was a success with over 100 
children in attendance. It’s amazing through 
sisterhood, what we can accomplish and how 
many people we can touch! We are the THETA 
BETA Chapter of PSI IOTA XI!

IOTA LAMBDA
Ferdinand, Indiana

40 Members
First Wednesday
June 28, 1985

Slate of Officers: Brenda Allen, President; 
Diana Brandes and Sharon Lueken, Co-
Vice Presidents; Megan Klem, Recording 
Secretary; Stacey Blume, Corresponding 
Secretary; Kristi Gentry, Treasurer; Ashley 
Lueken, Assistant Treasurer; Peggy Huff, 
Conductress; Erin Schroering, Advisor
Social Activities: Each month, four of our 
members serve as the hostesses and provide 
us with delicious snacks which we enjoy while 
catching up with each other. We plan 30 extra 
minutes before each meeting to make time for 
our friendships. We had a fun Christmas party 
with a lively gift exchange. A highlight for us 
was Girl’s Night Out in July where we enjoyed 
a delicious meal from a local restaurant housed 
in a historic home in our beautiful town. In 
September, we held a family picnic at a lo-
cal park. It was a great opportunity to get to 
know each other’s children and spouses. We 
also held our annual taster’s party and Bunco 
night in January
Chapter News: We had many guest speakers 
sharing information about what they have 
been able to achieve due to the donations we 
provided them. We learned about cleft lip and 
palate from the daughter and daughter-in-law 
of two member who each have a child with this 
condition. We sadly lost one of our founding 
members in December due to Multiple My-
eloma. We continue to look for ways to help our 
community and look forward to 2020-2021.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: All Iota 
Lambda members contribute so much to our 
community. We plant flowers at community 
buildings and parks around town, serve food 
at a community meal and run a box parade 
during the annual community festival. Our 
largest fundraiser continues to be our cheese-
balls. We made 2076 cheeseballs this year! We 
then sell them during Christkindlmarkt. Other 
fundraisers include selling mums, poinsettias, 
and geraniums. We have a food booth during 
the annual Ferdinand Folk Festival. All these 
fundraisers allow us to say “yes” to so many in 
our community. We provide a summer speech 
and hearing clinic (for more than 25 years!), 
are a sponsor of a music festival in town, pur-
chase books for each student at area schools 
for Christmas and this year we helped a child 
in our county to purchase new hearing aids. 
We provide donations to the library for the 
summer reading program and support our 
local Crisis Connection.

IOTA RHO
Odon, Indiana
6 Members

Second Tuesday
June 29, 2003

Iota Rho added 1 member this year to bring out 
membership up to 6 members! We continue to 
prove that with determination and dedication 
we can support our community with Psi Ote 
pride. This has been an interesting year. We 
have been able to support our normal projects 
for the 2019-2020 year. We provide two $500 
scholarships to North Daviess High School 
Seniors, a donation to the High School Art 
department, the Elementary school music pro-
gram and speech department, the Odon Public 
Library, and books for the Head Start Program. 
These are our standing projects and we keep 
them supported every year. In our community 
we continue to participate in local events like 
the Pumpkin Festival where we judge artisti-
cally decorated pumpkins and award prizes, 
the Old Settlers fair by organizing the check-in 
and judging of the arts and crafts exhibits, and 
by organizing and presenting the Baby Show. 
Of course we are still having great success with 
the Cheese Balls as our largest fundraiser annu-
ally. We had to cancel our fundraising for the 
spring this year due to COVID-19 pandemic. 
We have had an unusual spring with ZOOM 
meetings and many activities we normally 
participate in being cancelled. We are looking 
forward to the 2020-2021 year with one of our 
members being installed as the new Indiana 
State President, Lorna Tribby. We are ready to 
hit the ground running this next year. PIX Life!!

Iota Rho Christmas celebration with Southwest District 
Officer Terri Resler
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NATIONAL MEMORIAL FUND
2019-2020 Donations

HONOREE DONOR

Carol Davis Zeta Gamma

Margaret F. Farrell, Eileen Huffer Beta Tau Aux.

Virginia Good, Patricia Joan Strain Beta Tau Aux.

Ann Mitchell Beta Tau Aux.

Earline Reich Alpha Theta

Ann Schroeder Gamma Sigma

Josephine M. Greco, Dorothy Ann Hepp Eta Sigma

Carol Groupnd, Wanda White, Jean Petrecca Eta Lambda

Phyllis Denker, Louise Hale, Jane Hartman Eta Lambda

Willis Yeager Rae Harris

Lloyd Gene Higer Rae Harris

Pat Menge Beth Keeney

Betty Collins, William Chambers Zeta Xi

Carol (Dolly) Chasteen, Sandra Chasteen Zeta Xi

Sandy Johnson Beth Keeney

Libby Polack Kentucky State Assn

Ramona Simpson Iota Sigma

Willis Yeager Gamma Nu

All Our Psi Ote Sisters Gamma Alpha

Josephine M. Greco Eta Gamma

Dorothy Ann Hepp Zeta Pi

Your tax-deductible donation will help to establish yet another tradition of public service. 
It can be a creative and living tribute to someone special to you.

Total donations for 2019-2020: $1,536
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Memorial Services
Presented by Phi, Huntington, and PNPs

Past National Presidents
Marjorie Isley (1995) ....................................Alpha Kappa
Donna Knochel (1960) ................................ Gamma Beta
Shirley Harding (1990) ................................. Gamma Iota

Northwest
Faye Marie Longest ....................................Gamma Theta
Mary VanSickle ................................................... Beta Psi
Mary Clifford ...................................................... Beta Psi
Joyce Sullivan ..................................................... Beta Psi
Ann Schroeder ..........................................Gamma Sigma
Charlotte Smith ........................................Gamma Sigma
Helen Keesling.................................................Theta Iota

Northeast
Alice Elizabeth Shoemaker ............................ Alpha Delta
Evelyn D. Morrissey ....................................... Alpha Delta
Joan M. Bohnke ............................................ Alpha Delta
Marguerite A. “Peggy” Burrell ......................................Pi
Suzanne “Susie” Jontz ..................................................Pi
Shirley Ann Weissert .....................................................Pi
Patricia L. Martin ...................................................... Rho
Deborah A. Smathers ................................................ Rho
Mary E. Douglass ...................................................... Rho
Alys Orrell Sirk .......................................................... Rho
Patricia “Sue” Summers ............................................ Rho

West Central
Nancy Ross ...................................................Zeta Epsilon
Naomi Cline Fleetwood.................................Zeta Epsilon
Jeannie Unger ..............................................Zeta Epsilon
Pat McDonald ...............................................Zeta Epsilon
Martha Woodley ...........................................Zeta Epsilon
Carolyn Curtis ..................................................Iota Alpha
Christy DeSutter ..............................................Iota Alpha
Barbara Hittle ............................................Gamma Theta
Barbara Flanders........................................Gamma Theta
Nancy Wilson ...........................................Alpha Lambda

East Central
Diana Eddleman ...............................................Beta Zeta
Linda Dunlap ....................................................Beta Zeta
Jan Spencer ................................................ Beta Gamma
Marjorie Adamson ...................................... Beta Gamma
Angie Pruis ............................................................ Alpha
Marilyn Simmons .................................................. Alpha
Elfrieda Etchison .................................................... Alpha
Elizabeth “Cissy” Von Kleek ................................... Alpha
Joyce Bell ............................................................... Alpha
Linda Shappell .......................................................Kappa
Carol Scheischel .....................................................Kappa

Southwest
Margaret Steffen ................................................Zeta Mu
Mary Jane Humbarger ........................................Zeta Mu
Doris Gutzweiler .................................................Zeta Mu
Lois Jackson .................................................Zeta Gamma
Marilyn E. Andrews ..................................Alpha Omicron
Barbara Wildridge ............................................ Alpha Psi
Laverne Welp ................................................... Alpha Psi
Betty Schackmann .....................................Beta Lambda
JoAnn Hunter .............................................Beta Lambda
Carol Gaesser ............................................... Iota Lambda

Southeast
Judy Love .................................................. Alpha Omega
Bernice M. Andrews ............................................Alpha Pi
Patricia A. Hayes .................................................Alpha Pi
Jewell Eileen Losey .............................................Alpha Pi
Martha I. Kiesler .................................................Alpha Pi
Marge Evans ........................................................ Epsilon
Carol “Dolly” Chasteen .......................................... Zeta Xi
Betty Collins ......................................................... Zeta Xi
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Memorial Tributes
Mary E. (Griffith) 
VanSickle, 80, Lafay-
ette, Indiana, passed 
away peacefully at St. 
Elizabeth East Hospi-
tal in Lafayette, Indi-
ana, July 18, 2019.
Mary was born and 
raised on a rural dairy 
farm in Boswell, Indi-
ana. She was the sec-

ond daughter of Clark and Elizabeth (Cripe) 
Griffith. She had one older sister, Margaret. 
After graduating from Boswell High School 
in 1957, Mary attended Purdue University, 
Ball State University, and Indiana University. 
She received her Bachelor’s Degree from Ball 
State University in 1962 and Master’s Degree 
from Indiana University in 1967 in Language 
Arts and a Minor in Theatre Arts.
After graduating from Ball State University, 
Mary started her teaching career at Jimtown 
High School. She moved to Delphi in 1963 
and continued her teaching career as well as 
directing theatrical productions at Delphi 
Community Middle School. She retired after 
39 years of teaching Language Arts. Since 
“retiring” she continued working with kids 
by serving as a substitute teacher several days 
each week.
Mary met the love of her life, Gene, in 1962, 
and they were married at the Delphi Chris-
tian Church on August 20, 1966. He was 
called home in February of 2006. They were 
blessed with one daughter, Gina, who lives 
in Lafayette, Indiana, with her fiancé, Brian 
K. Dade.
Mary was an active member of the Delphi 
United Methodist Church, played in the 
Handbell Choir, taught the Wesley Weds 
Sunday School Class, taught Children’s 
Church, served as a Greeter, and was a mem-
ber of the United Methodist Women’s Group 
where she was honored to receive the “Jewel 
of the Year” award in 2014. Mary also was a 
member of the Beta Psi Chapter of Psi Iota 
Xi Sorority in Delphi, where she served in 
the active chapter as Recording Secretary, 
Corresponding Secretary, Vice President, 
President, and Advisor, and was also a mem-
ber of the Auxiliary Chapter for the past few 
years. Mary also volunteered at the Wabash & 
Erie Canal Association and with the Delphi 
Preservation Society at the Delphi Opera 
House Gallery. Mary was also a member of 
the Delta Kappa Gamma Educational Soror-
ity in Lafayette, Indiana, and two different 
Quilt Guilds (in Flora and Lafayette). In 
her “spare time” Mary was an avid reader, 
quilter, a red hot IU football and basketball 
and Indianapolis Colts fan! Mary’s favorite 
thing to do on a warm summer day was to 
drive around “topless” in her convertible, 
and enjoy visiting with family and friends.

Coyeta Jayne Miller, 
97, Cambridge City 
died at 5:43 PM Mon-
day July 27. She had 
resided at Brookdale 
Senior Living-Rich-
mond since December 
2017.
She was born March 
21, 1923 to John and 
Laura (Rush) Conklin 

on the family farm north of Cambridge City. 
She lived her lifetime in Wayne County and 
was a 1941 graduate of Lincoln High School.
On March 8, 1941 she married Ernest E. 
Miller and they shared 57 years of marriage 
until his death in 1998.
She was a member of the Hagerstown Meth-
odist Church. She had worked at Abbotts 
Candy Shop but retired after 25 years at the 
City Building in Hagerstown in 1988. She 
was an honorary member of the Psi Iota 
Xi-Cambridge City. She also served as a Red 
Cross volunteer at Reid Hospital for many 
years. She was an avid fan of IU Basketball 
and the Indiana Pacers. She enjoyed being a 
farm wife and in her younger years worked 
the fields alongside her husband.

Leticia Ann (Weigle) 
Pattengale, 85, Attica, 
passed away Sunday, 
October 13, 2019 at 
1:57 a.m. in the Meth-
odist Hospital, India-
napolis.
Leticia was born at 
home in Attica, Indi-
ana on March 15, 1934. 

She was the daughter of the late Charles 
Edward and Ruth C. (Hesler) Weigle. She 
was a life resident of Attica, graduating from 
Attica High School in 1952.
In her early life, Leticia worked as a secretary 
for Howard Miller, attorney-at-law in Attica. 
She later worked as a clerk in the Maple Tree 
Gift Shop in Attica.
Leticia was active in the community and 
had served as Trustee for Davis Township 
for several years. She was an active member 
of the Attica First United Methodist Church. 
She was a member of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution. She was a member and 
former president of the Psi Iota Xi Sorority 
in Attica. She was active in Tri-Arts. She 
had served on the Attica School PTA for 
many years. She was very artistic and enjoyed 
working with oils. She enjoyed horses and 
collecting prints and paintings of horses.

Beverly “Becky” 
Low, 76, of Fishers, 
passed away No-
vember 22, 2019. 
She was born April 
6, 1943 in Terre 
Haute, Indiana to 
the late Robert W. 
and Mildred Hert. 
Becky was a gradu-
ate of Richmond 

High School. She attended Indiana State 
University and Bethel College. Becky mar-
ried Charles Raymond Low in 1965. She was 
employed as a Social Worker for Pawating 
Hospital and was an Adult Advocate with 
Marion County Mental Health Association 
for many years; she also was co-founder of 
Hear Indiana.

Mary Kay Miller, 
71, left her earthly 
home, Nov. 7, 2019 
to join her loved ones 
who are awaiting her 
in Heaven.
She was born Judith 
Ann Krauss in Sagi-
naw, June 20, 1948. 
She was adopted by 
John and Vera Spald-

ing when she was a newborn. John and Vera 
named their precious baby girl Mary Kay 
Spalding after grandmothers and great-grand-
mothers with the first names of “Mary” on 
both sides of the family. The former Mary 
Kay Spalding married Roger Miller on July 
15, 1967 in Midland.
Mary graduated in the second graduating 
class of Bullock Creek High School in 1966. 
She was very involved in the community 
with some of her many activities including 
a volunteer for Hospice since October of 
1992 and Chaplain for McLaren Hospital 
since 2015. Mary was also Lee Township 
treasurer and administrative assistant to the 
Midland County Board of Commissioners 
for 30 years. Mary was a woman of great faith 
and expressed that as a Stephen’s Ministry 
leader, teacher for GriefShare, altar prayer 
servant and cancer support group leader. 
Other community activities included being a 
president of Westown Girls’ Softball League, 
usher for the Midland Center for the Arts and 
was a member of the first graduating class of 
the Midland County Citizen’s Law Enforce-
ment Academy. Mary will be remembered 
as a loving wife, mother and grandmother.

Nina M. Cranor, age 
97, of Greens Fork, In-
diana, died October 2, 
2019, at The Springs of 
Richmond.
Born November 25, 
1921, in Greens Fork, 
Indiana, to John and 
Flora Strickler Nich-
olson, Nina was a life-

long resident of Greens Fork. She was a 
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1939 graduate of Greens Fork High School. 
Nina was a homemaker and partner with 
her husband operating Cranor Seeds for 50 
years. She was a past member of Psi Iota Xi, 
Beta Eta Chapter of Centerville; past board 
member of the Kuhlman Center; and a mem-
ber of Altrusa Club. Nina was a member of 
the Greens Fork United Methodist Church. 
She loved being with her family, friends, and 
helping others.

Carol H. “Dolly” Chas-
teen, age 76, of Madi-
son, Indiana, and the 
daughter of the late 
Leslie and Beatrice 
(Moseley) Humphreys, 
was born on December 
12, 1942, in Gary, In-
diana. Since 1985, she 
had lived in Apopka, 
Florida but in 2012, 

she moved to Madison to be closer to her 
daughter. She retired from AT&T Telephone 
where she was a Senior Systems Consultant.
Ms. Chasteen was a master gardener, loved 
animals, and was very generous with several 
charities. In Madison, she was a member of 
the Psi Iota Xi Sorority, Zeta Xi Chapter, and 
the Order of the Eastern Star. She had a love 
for traveling the world and was especially 
fond of her trips to Iceland and New Zealand. 
Dolly passed away on Friday, November 1, 
2019 at the King’s Daughters’ Hospital in 
Madison.

Marjorie Alice Isley, 
84, passed away at Ot-
terbein Franklin Senior 
Life Community on 
March 20, 2020. She 
was a longtime resident 
of Franklin.
Marjorie was born on 
a farm on November 
30, 1935 in Hamilton 

County, Indiana to Leo and Lula (Wil-
son) Smith. She married Marvin Isley, who 
preceded her in passing in 1986. She is sur-
vived by her 5 children, Tim Shoemaker 
(Sherri), Rita Shoemaker, Howard Isley, The-
resa Van Winkle (Roger), JoAnn Tearman; 
2 step-sons, Terry Isley (Cathy), Mike Isley 
(Luann); 15 grandchildren; 28 great grand-
children; and sister, Sharon Harris (Paul) of 
Florida. Marjorie was preceded in passing by 
her husband, Marvin; parents; infant daugh-
ter Ruth Ann; and brother, Marvin Smith.
Marjorie worked for the Indiana Masonic 
Home in the print shop for many years. She 
later worked for the former Mayor Teets as a 
secretary. She retired from the Indiana State 
Department of Utilities and Commission.
She was a member of the First Baptist Church 
in Franklin. She was also a member of the 
Order of the Eastern Star, #439 and past 
president of the Psi Iota Xi Sorority as well as 
the local Alpha Kappa Chapter in Franklin. 
Marjorie loved her dogs, gardening, baseball, 
football, traveling, and especially her family.

Wife, mom, grand-
mother, friend, and 
spit-fire, Betty Jean 
Schackmann passed 
Monday, February 
24, 2020 in Bedford 
at the age of 85. To 
those who knew and 
loved her, the world 
will never quite be 
the same.

Betty was born on August 8, 1934 in Maga-
zine, Arkansas to Lelia and Buford Elkins. 
She graduated from Magazine High School 
and moved to Memphis, TN, where she met 
and fell in love with a dashing young sailor. 
After corresponding cross-country by letter 
for two years, they finally married in her 
parents’ living room. The couple moved to 
Chicago and welcomed four daughters. For 
the rest of her life she found fulfillment as a 
wife, mother, homemaker, and grandmother. 
She was an active and dedicated member 
of NARFE, The Stone City Squares and 
Rounds, Psi Iota Xi sorority, and Marshall 
Township Volunteer Fire Department. The 
passing of the family matriarch marks the end 
of an era. Her infectious laughter, her ability 
to make friends quickly, and her insistence 
we all have seconds will be so deeply missed. 

Judith Anne (Bash) 
Lee passed away on 
Thursday, July 4, 2019, 
at home after a long 
illness, surrounded 
by her loving family. 
Born in Fort Wayne on 
June 2, 1937, she was a 
daughter of David W. 
and Florence (Kend-
rick) Bash. She lived 

almost all of her life on the north side of Fort 
Wayne. She attended the Franklin School and 
North Side High School where she graduated 
in 1955 and was in Granville, Ohio where she 
graduated in 1959 receiving a B.A. in History. 
She married William Lee in September of 
1959. Judy was an avid reader all of her life. 
She was interested in fiction and non-fiction, 
plays, poetry, biography and history. She read 
to her children and grandchildren, and not 
just at bedtime. New Yorker cartoons, stories 
in the newspaper, information on road trips, 
crossword puzzles, and poetry were all part 
of her repertoire. She was a member of the 
Ex Libris book club for over 50 years. She 
served for many years on the board of the 
Friends of the Allen County Public Library. 
She was very interested in Lincolnania and 
was a member and strong supporter of The 
Friends of the Lincoln Collection for many 
years. She also loved art, music and theater 
and autumn trips to New York City that 
combined all these passions. For decades she 
annually attended The Shakespeare Festival 
in Stratford, Ontario, The Shaw Festival in 
Niagara Falls, Ontario and the Chautauqua 
Institution in Jamestown, N.Y. She served on 
the board of the Fort Wayne Civic Theater 
and was instrumental in the presentation of 
the world premiere of the play, Fahrenheit 
451, by Ray Bradbury. She was also a sup-
porter of the Fort Wayne Philharmonic. She 

attended virtually every public concert pre-
sented by the Philharmonic for over 40 years. 
In addition she served as home room mother 
at Forest Park Elementary School many dif-
ferent school years, including chaperoning 
school trips. Of all her volunteer work, she 
especially enjoyed serving as the chair of the 
Community Arts Council of Arts United. She 
was a member of the Pi Chapter of Psi Iota 
Xi for over 40 years. Under the influence of 
her son Rich, she watched more episodes of 
The Simpsons than anyone of her generation. 
She especially enjoyed spending time with 
her granddaughters. Judy loved the water - 
Lake Gage, Lake Michigan, and the Gulf of 
Mexico. Judy loved convertibles and lived life 
with the top down.

Donna Leona Knochel, 
91, passed away peace-
fully on August 6, 2020 
at Cumberland Pointe 
Health Campus of West 
Lafayette. Donna was 
born September 23, 
1928 to Emma (Hel-
derle) and Roy Blume. 
She graduated from 
Wolcott High School 

in 1946 and married Arthur Knochel on 
September 28, 1946.
Donna served on the national council of Psi 
Iota Xi Sorority for several years and became 
National President in 1960. She graduated 
Magna Cum Laude in elementary education 
from St. Joseph’s College in 1965 and later 
received a Master’s degree from Indiana State 
University. She taught at Wolcott Elementary 
for 2 years and 26 years at Goodland Elemen-
tary until her retirement in 1993. Donna was 
a member of Delta Kappa Gamma Teacher 
Sorority, Jasper County Retired Teachers, 
and served on the St. Joseph’s College Alumni 
Board and the Jasper County Hospital Board.
She and her husband farmed and operated 
Lake Arthur Estates Mobile Home Park in 
Remington. They enjoyed spending their 
winters in Ft. Myers, FL with many memo-
rable visits by their children and grandchil-
dren. The couple were world travelers with 
many great adventures.

Shirley Ann (Fergu-
son) Weissert,  86, 
passed away peace-
fully on Saturday, July 
27, 2019, surrounded 
by her husband and 
children. She was born 
Nov. 4, 1932, in Co-
lumbia City, the Fergu-
son. Shirley graduated 
from Columbia City 

High School and earned both bachelors and 
masters degrees from Indiana University. 
At I.U., she was President of her sorority, 
Kappa Alpha Theta, and Vice Chairman of 
the I.U. Student Foundation. She met her 
husband, Martin Weissert of South Bend, 
while they were students at I.U. They were 
married in 1954, and made their first home 
in Houston, Texas, where Martin was sta-
tioned on active duty as a navigator in the 
Air Force. The couple returned to I.U. and 
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Bloomington while Martin earned his law 
degree and Shirley taught in the I.U. School 
of Education Laboratory School. In 1960, 
the couple moved to Fort Wayne which has 
been their home ever since. On Aug. 15, they 
would have been married 65 years. She was a 
teacher in the Fort Wayne school system and 
extremely active in civic affairs. She served 
as President of the Fort Wayne Community 
School Board, Chairman of the Allen County 
Board of Zoning Appeals, Vice Chair of the 
Allen County Plan Commission, and on the 
Boards of the Fort Wayne Schools’ Building 
Corporation, Parkview Hospital, the Muse-
um of Art, the Limberlost Girl Scout Council, 
and the YWCA Foundation. For her lengthy 
service on the Allen County planning and 
zoning boards, she was named Outstanding 
Planner of Indiana by the Indiana Planning 
Association. She was also active in social and 
philanthropic organizations, including the 
American Association of University Women, 
Pi Chapter of Psi Iota Xi and the Alumni 
Chapter of Kappa Alpha Theta. Shirley and 
her husband were long time members of the 
Fort Wayne Country Club where they were 
enthusiastic golfers. Shirley was a faithful 
member of Trinity English Lutheran Church 
throughout her lifetime in Fort Wayne. 

Barbara O. DeWeese, 
86, of Indianapolis, 
died suddenly July 27, 
2019, of a pulmonary 
embolism.
Barb grew up in Hag-
erstown, IN, the only 
daughter of three chil-
dren born to the late 
Anna C (Gardner) and 
Edwin V. O’Neel. She 

is survived by her brother Robert V. O’Neel 
and wife Marian of Maryland, his 3 children 
Bruce, Brian, and Brent, and their families. 
Her brother William O’Neel preceded her 
in death; Bill’s children, Kathy and Kelley, 
and their families reside in Massachusetts 
and Rhode Island.
Pursuing her dream of being a homemaker, 
Barb studied home economics at the Univer-
sity of Cincinnati and Purdue University. She 
met her husband, Bob, on a blind date. They 
married on June 13, 1953, and spent nearly 
55 years together until Bob’s death in 2008.
Barb was active in Psi Iota Xi and P.E.O. 
Chapter DH, both in Zionsville. For many 
years she could be found working part-time 
in various Zionville shops including Colleen’s 
sewing shop, Feather Your Nest, and Tiddly-
Winks toy store. Barb enjoyed sewing, na-
ture, puzzles, being with family, and playing 
games. She cared deeply for her community 
and cultivated many friendships. She had a 
lively sense of humor, prioritized helping 
others, and will be remembered for her giv-
ing, loving heart that extended far beyond 
her immediate family.

Carol Gaesser, 70, of 
Ferdinand passed away 
Friday, December 13th 
at her home from com-
plications of Multiple 
Myeloma. Carol was 
born August 30, 1949 
to Alois “Sas” & Pau-
line M. (Dischinger) 
Tretter. She was united 
in marriage to David 

Gaesser on June 3, 1972 in Saint Ferdinand 
Catholic Church. Carol was a retired teacher 
at St. Anthony and Pine Ridge Elementary 
Schools. She was a lifelong member of Christ 
the King Parish, St. Ferdinand Church, and 
its St. Ann’s Sodality. Carol was a 1967 Gradu-
ate of St. Ferdinand High School. She earned 
a Bachelor’s Degree from St. Benedicts and a 
Master’s Degree from Indiana State Univer-
sity. She was a charter member of Psi Iota Xi 
Sorority, Ferdinand Daughters of Isabella, 
Ferdinand American Legion Auxiliary, the 
Indiana Retired Teachers Association and 
Dubois County Retired Teachers. She en-
joyed her grandchildren, knitting, camping 
and gardening.

Marjorie (Marj) Irene 
Poage Adamson passed 
peacefully into the arms 
of her Lord at the age of 
96 on Oct.1, 2019. She 
married her loving hus-
band of 77 years, Milo 
(Mike) Leroy Adamson, 
on November 8, 1941 at 
the First Baptist Church 
of South Bend, Indiana. 

Mike followed his beloved Marj 20 days after 
her death to their heavenly home. They re-
sided at Martha Franks Baptist Retirement 
Community in Laurens, South Carolina the 
past 7 years. Marj graduated from Danville 
High School, Danville, Indiana and Cos-
metology School in Logansport, Indiana. 
She lived and worked in Peru, Indiana at 
Bubble Light, Bryan Steam, Essex Wire and 
retired from Square D/Schneider Electric. 
She owned and operated Marge’s Beauty 
Shoppe for many, many years. Marg be-
longed to Beta Gamma Chapter, Psi Iota 
Xi Sorority for 46 years and for many years 
hosted our Pledge Breakfast in her lovely 
home. She was also a member of Amaranth, 
Eastern Star and the First Baptist Church in 
Peru. Marg loved to sew and create, including 
her wedding suit, most of her clothing and 
much for her children and husband.

Mary Lou Woolard, 87, 
of Cambridge City, 
passed away Tuesday 
December 31, 2019 fol-
lowing a short illness. 
Born November 28, 
1932 in Dublin, Indi-
ana, to Les and Louise 
(Kepler) Donieker, she 
was the third of their 
four daughters. Excep-

tionally proud of her Dublin heritage, she 
remained close friends with Shirley (Seelig) 
Castelluccio and David Heywood her entire 
life. Alongside her dad, Mary Lou worked at 

his Pure Oil Service Station in Cambridge 
City growing up. She graduated from Lin-
coln High School in 1951. Mary Lou was 
an exceptional cook. She was known for her 
Thanksgiving Feasts and peanut brittle at 
Christmas time. She and her husband Ben 
took many trips to Gatlinburg and loved 
cruising America’s rivers on riverboat cruises. 
Mary Lou was an honorary member of Psi 
Iota Xi, Cambridge City. Nothing was more 
important to Mary Lou than family. She 
dedicated her life to being a tremendous 
wife and mom.

Mrs. Betty Lourene 
Wilson Collins, age 
87, of Madison, Indi-
ana entered this life on 
March 1, 1932 in India-
napolis, Indiana. She 
was the loving daugh-
ter of the late Bernard 
Louis and Esther Mc-
Cartney Wilson. Betty 

spent her early life in Indianapolis and trav-
eled back and forth to Madison and gradu-
ated from Emmerich Manual High School in 
1950. In 1953 Betty was united in marriage 
to her sweetheart, Williams “Bill” Fletcher 
Collins. This happy union was blessed with 
five children, David, John, Laura, Biff and 
Jenny. Betty was a devoted wife, loving mom 
and grandma. She clearly enjoyed raising her 
family and caring for their needs. Betty at-
tended Indiana University Southeast and re-
ceived her Bachelor’s in Accounting in 1982. 
This allowed her to pass the exam to become 
a CPA. Betty loved numbers and was a fantas-
tic bookkeeper for several local companies, 
including the Madison Coal Company, Madi-
son Marina, Croxton Motors, Wilco Electric, 
Glass Unlimited, and Sherman & Barber. 
She was a faithful member of Trinity United 
Methodist Church in downtown Madison 
and had also served as the bookkeeper there 
until her death. She found great enjoyment 
in music, flowers, her cats, traveling, read-
ing, knitting, crocheting, and above all, her 
family. She was a fierce card player and held 
membership in multiple card clubs where she 
enjoyed playing Euchre. When the Madison 
Water Aerobics began Betty signed up and 
rarely missed a class since. She also was a 
long-time member of the Psi Iota Xi Sorority. 
If you knew Betty, you were blessed by her 
smile, .warm spirit and kindness. She fought 
a gallant battle against cancer and departed 
this world Tuesday, December 17, 2019 at 
her home in downtown Madison.

JoAnn (Wilson) Hunter, 
79, of Orlando, Florida 
went peacefully into 
God’s loving arms on 
December 29, 2019 at 
Cornerstone Hospice 
at Orlando Regional 
Medical Center. She 
was born on April 12, 
1940, in Waterloo, Iowa 
to Alfred (Bud) and 

Alma (Jensen) Wilson. She was an Hudson 
FFA Sweetheart, make it yourself with wool 
representing Iowa at the National Contest 
winning a scholarship. She graduated from 
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Hudson High School and Iowa State Teach-
ers College and taught business at Central 
Dallas High School in Minburn, Iowa. JoAnn 
married her best friend and forever love, 
Dr. Harlen C. Hunter, on June 30, 1962. She 
was the AAOA President 1987-88 and was 
referred to as “Mama Trauma” to the Hunter 
Trauma Team from 1988-91.
JoAnn was a gracious lady who was always 
organized and putting others first. She was 
a supportive wife and loving mother, grand-
mother and great-grandmother. Hand in 
hand you could find JoAnn with her hus-
band, Dr. Hunter, enjoying family trips to 
Disney, walking the garages and working 
with ARCA and sharing their love of racing 
at the Indianapolis 500. Grandma JoAnn 
could always be found in the stands watching 
her grandchildren play numerous sports and 
marching in the band.

Fredricca Anne Chaney, 
80, passed away Thurs-
day, May 16, 2019 in Mill-
er’s Merry Manor.
Anne was born July 13, 
1938 in Hartford City, 
the daughter of Harold 
M. and Fredricca (Whar-
ton) Markin. She gradu-
ated from Hartford City 

High School in 1956 and attended Ball State 
Teacher’s College.
She married Rex K. Chaney June 6, 1959 in 
Hartford City and he survives.
A life resident of Hartford City, she was a 
member of Grace United Methodist Church, 
Psi Iota Xi Sorority and was the first president 
of the Blackford County Hospital Auxiliary. A 
homemaker and beloved mother and sister, 
she had worked as a librarian aide for Black-
ford County Schools for 20 years.
She is survived by her husband, Rex; two 
daughters, Linda (Kevin) Karr and Leisa 
(Dave) Fillmann, both of St. Louis, MO; a 
daughter-in-law, Judith Chaney, Fort Wayne; 
a sister, Patricia Poulson, Hartford City; eight 
grandchildren and four great-grandchildren.
She was preceded in death by her parents and 
a son, Steve Chaney.

Alys Orrell Sirk, 76, 
passed away peacefully 
at home on the morn-
ing of Sept. 17, 2019, 
with her husband of 58 
years, Joe Sirk, at her 
side.
Alys was born in Mar-
ion, Indiana, on Nov. 
25, 1942, to Hugh and 

Helen (Wilson) Orrell. She graduated from 
Oak Hill High School in Marion, Indiana, 
in 1960, and attended Indiana University.
She married Robert Joseph Sirk on July 30, 
1961. Alys worked as a bank teller in Angola 
for several years.
She was a long-time member of Psi Iota Xi 
Sorority and Angola Garden Club. She also 
was a very active member of Angola United 
Methodist Church.

She was a loving mother to the couple’s two 
sons, Robert Scott and Timothy Hugh.
Tim predeceased his mother on Oct. 7, 2011, 
after a long battle with cancer.
Survivors include her husband, Joe Sirk, 
of Angola; son, Scott (Diane) Sirk, of New 
Palestine; five grandchildren, Kate (Adam) 
Bland, Scott Thomas Sirk, Michael Shay Sirk, 
Jake (Kailah) Sirk and Chloe Mercer Sirk; 
and Tim’s widow, daughter-in-law, Elizabeth 
(Ron) Hostetler.
Alys was also predeceased by her brother 
and sister-in-law, Richard and Jeri Orrell 
of Marion.

Deborah A. Smathers, 
72, of Hudson, died 
Monday, Sept. 9, 2019, 
at 8:48 p.m. at North-
ern Lakes Nursing & 
Rehab in Angola, where 
she had resided since 
March 26th.
She was born Jan. 12, 
1947, in Angola to Max 

and Gloria (Deller) Spangle.
On Dec. 18, 1971, in Angola she married 
Lynn R. Smathers. He survives in Hudson
Mrs. Smathers retired after 43 years as a 
teacher for MSD of Steuben County, having 
taught at Pleasant Lake, Hendry Park, and 
Ryan Park schools
She was a charter member of the Pleasant 
View Church of Christ in Angola and Psi 
Iota Xi Sorority in Angola.
Deb enjoyed mowing grass, working in the 
garden, canning, bike riding, and reading. 
She also loved her grandchildren dearly.
Also surviving are two daughters, Jennifer 
(Jon) Cleaver of Thompson Station, Ten-
nessee, and Kara (Cameron) McElwrath of 
Auburn, Illinois; five grandchildren, Max 
Cleaver, Gracie Cleaver, Ben Cleaver, Cam-
eron McElwrath, and Hunter McElwrath; 
mother-in-law, Dorothy Dunkelberger of 
Angola; a sister-in-law, Susan Spangle of An-
gola; and two brothers-in-law, Philip (Bea) 
Smathers of Kinderhook, Michigan, and 
Dale (Sylvia) Smathers of Hudson.
She was preceded in death by her parents; 
and a brother, James Spangle.

We were sad to lose 
a wonderful member, 
Eileen Yaw ,  who 
passed away Novem-
ber 20, 2019, our last 
remaining Founding 
Member of Gamma 
Rho Chapter. She was 
born in Cadiz, Ohio, 
on February 12, 1921. 

She was instrumental in starting Gamma Rho 
chapter with the help and encouragement of 
her Mother-ln-Law from the Sullivan chap-
ter. Eileen moved to Linton with her family 
for her husband’s job and began her efforts to 
start a chapter in Linton. She gathered some 
friends and therefore began the journey to 
acquiring our chapter charter on May 19, 

1952. Eileen served as the first Gamma Rho 
Chapter President, going on to hold other 
offices and encouraging all others in her 
desire to help our community and promote 
Psi Otes. She also served as a Province Of-
ficer and continued to be active for 65 years 
of service and loyalty to Psi lota Xi sorority. 
She was placed in Honorary Retired Status 
after she became ill and moved to Terre 
Haute, lndiana, to live with her daughter 
Linda. She passed away in Terre Haute. Her 
oldest daughter, Sally lives out of state. She 
will be sorely missed by members of Gamma 
Rho and all who knew her. We conducted 
a Memorial Service in memory and honor 
of Mary Eileen Yaw before the funeral on 
Tuesday, November 26, 2019.

Jacqueline Davis, 93, of 
Wakarusa, former long-
time Flora resident, 
passed away Monday, 
Nov. 18, 2019, at Mill-
ers’ Merry Manor of Wa-
karusa.
Jackie was born on July 
14, 1926, the daughter 
of Edwin and Mary 
(Baker) Ruffing. She 

was a 1944 graduate of Deer Creek Township 
High School, Delphi. On July 30, 1950, she 
married James R. Davis; he preceded her in 
death on July 1, 1997.
A registered nurse, Jackie worked as a school 
nurse for many years in the Flora and Carroll 
schools. She was a member of Flora Presby-
terian Church, where she was involved with 
Presbyterian Women and volunteered at the 
Thrift Shop. She also volunteered with Meals 
on Wheels. She was an honorary retired 
member of Beta Alpha Chapter of Psi Iota Xi.
Surviving are a son, Paul Davis (Janet) of 
Bremen; three grandchildren, Kevin Davis 
(Heather) of Indianapolis, Sarah Hilbert 
(Nathan) and Laura Davis, both of South 
Bend; two great-grandchildren, Oliver and 
Beckett; and a sister, Suzanne Theriault of 
Bonita Springs, Fla.
She was also preceded in death by her par-
ents; a sister, Rosemary Hannell; and a niece, 
Mary Kay Hannell.

Mary E. Douglass , 
89,  passed away on 
Wednesday, Sept. 4, 
2019, at Golden Years 
Homestead in Fort 
Wayne, Indiana.
She was born May 14, 
1930, in Toledo, Ohio, 
to John and Sarah (Mc-
Manus) McShane, who 
emigrated from Ireland. 

They preceded her in death.
Mary met Joseph M. Douglass Jr., at Bledsoe’s 
Beach and they raised three daughters. Joe 
preceded her in death on Jan. 13, 1986.
Mary was a member of St. Anthony of Padua 
Catholic Church in Angola, president and 
charter member of Angola Ladies of the Elks, 
past president of Lake James Ladies Golfers, 
past member of Steuben County Women’s 
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Club and a past member of Rho Chapter of 
Psi Iota Xi Sorority in Angola.
Mary enjoyed entertaining, living at Lake 
James, golfing, playing bridge, watching 
Notre Dame football and being with her 
many close friends and family.
She was an avid consumer of orange slices, 
Irish music and anything Kelly green.
Surviving are three daughters and sons-
in-law, Diane (Greg) Sult, of Fort Wayne, 
Indiana, Judy (Keith) Vosburgh, of Water-
ford, Michigan, and Sheila (Joel) Lash, of 
Albuquerque, New Mexico. Also surviving 
are four grandchildren; two great-grandchil-
dren; and many nieces and nephews.
She was preceded in death by her parents; 
her husband, Joe; her two sisters, Marge 
Long and twin, Kathleen McShane; and a 
brother, James McShane.

Patricia Ann Goettsch, 
78,  of Hammond 
passed away Novem-
ber 27, 2019. She is 
survived by her chil-
dren Buddy Wayne 
Goettsch and Feli-
cia (Jack) Madura; 
Grandchildren Alex 
and Jackie; brother, 
John “Junie” Elston; 

sister, Nancy Reckling. Preceded in death by 
her husband Morris H. “Bud” Goettsch, par-
ents Robert and Maxine Elston, and brother 
Dallas Lee Tate.
Patricia’s life was filled with the love of her 
husband and children, grandchildren as well 
as friends and family. Her kindness, care and 
at times tough love, influenced and touched 
all who knew her. Known as Granny to her 
first “adopted” grandson, Trey Clemons, who 
she said many times over again saved her, and 
known by many others as Aunt Pat, she was 
always there as a shoulder to cry on, someone 
to vent to, a voice of reason, or just a cup of 
coffee. She was a friend to most, but always 
had to tell it like it is. In her role as Grandma, 
she quickly became the coolest for her Xbox 
gaming skills. And she loved coloring with 
her granddaughter.
Patricia has a degree in doll creation and 
repair, taught herself to play the organ, at-
tended Purdue Calumet, and belonged to the 
Zeta Rho chapter of the National women’s 
philanthropic organization Psi Iota Xi where 
she held various positions of Treasurer, Sec-
retary and President during her membership. 
She was extremely proud of the fact that Psi 
Iota Xi played an integral role in funding the 
creation of the Cochlear Ear Implant – Tech-
nology that has helped thousands of children 
and adults to hear again.

Patricia L. Martin, 90, of 
Angola, Indiana, passed 
away peacefully in her 
sleep at home surrounded 
by her family on Tuesday, 
Aug. 6, 2019,
She was born on March 
16, 1929, in Daleville, In-

diana, to Errett and Katie (Boldt) Bowman.

Patricia received her bachelor’s degree from 
Ball State University and her  master’s degree 
from Saint Frances University.
She married Ralph H. Martin on Sept. 6, 
1952.
Patricia was an elementary school teacher 
and taught school in Fort Wayne, at Scott 
Center in Steuben County, Hendry Park 
Elementary School in Angola, and Pleasant 
Lake Elementary School where she retired 
from.
She was a member of Angola Christian Church, 
Psi Iota Xi Sorority, Angola Garden Club and 
a 50-plus-year member of Order of Eastern 
Star.
Patricia was an avid bridge player and en-
joyed playing in several clubs. Most of all she 
loved spending time with her family.
Surviving are her four sons, Michael Jay 
(Cynthia) Martin, of Indianapolis, David 
Bruce (Patricia) Martin, of Angola, Steven 
Harold (Kelly) Martin, of Indianapolis, and 
Jeffrey Bowman (Wendy) Martin, of Angola; 
brother, William (Barbara) Bowman, of An-
derson; and sister-in-law, Mary Lou Johns, 
of The Villages, Florida. Also surviving are 
her nine grandchildren, Phillip Michael Mar-
tin, Patrick Daniel Martin, Stephanie Marie 
Frederick, Trevor David Martin, Alexandra 
Rae Martin, Andrea Nicole Martin, Natalie 
Louise Martin, Zane Jeffrey Martin and 
Lydia Elaine Martin; and three great-grand-
children, Zoey Alexandra Martin Frederick, 
Aiden Thomas Frederick and Sydney Elea-
nor Martin.
She was preceded in death by her parents 
and her loving husband of 56 years, Ralph 
H. Martin on Jan. 28, 2008.

Marguerite A. “Peggy” 
Burrell, of Fort Wayne 
and Big Long Lake, 
passed away on Thurs-
day, Feb. 20, 2020. Born 
March 18, 1927, she was 
a daughter of Robert and 
Paula (Staak) Watt. She 
graduated from North 
Side High School and Vas-

sar College. After World War II ended, she 
worked with displaced children in Germany. 
Peggy married Thomas C. Burrell, a U.S. 
Navy veteran at Plymouth Congregational 
Church in Fort Wayne. They were happily 
married for 50 years, until his passing in 
2003. Peggy had a long teaching career with 
F.W.C.S. where she helped pioneer the field 
of Special Education. She was very active in 
the Fort Wayne Arts Community, Psi Iota 
Xi Pi Chapter, and loved her summers at 
the lake. Surviving are her children, Betsy 
(Eric Weitz) Burrell of Evanston, Ill., Gus 
(Linda) Burrell of Fort Wayne and Matt 
(Judy) Burrell of Garrett; son-in-law, John 
Donner of Crown Point; 11 grandchildren, 
and five great-grandchildren. She was pre-
ceded in death by her parents; husband, 
Thomas; sister, Nancy; and daughter, Laura 
“Babar” Donner.

Shirley Marie Harding age 81, of Shoals, 
passed away June 20, 2020 in Washington, 
Indiana. She was born April 27, 1939 in 
Germantown, Ohio to James H. and Stella 
Marie (Lane) Cornett. She married Larry R. 
Harding on September 1, 1957 in Shoals and 
he preceded her in death on January 17, 2020.
She graduated Shoals High School Class of 
1957, was a graduate of the House of James 
Beauty School in Bedford, started her career 
with Violet’s Beauty Salon in Shoals and then 
became owner and operator of Shirley & 
Company. She was also a Beauty Consultant 
with Mary Kay Cosmetics.
Shirley was a member and Past National 
President of Psi Iota XI Sorority, a Fourth 
Day Member of the Southwest Indiana Walk 
to Emmaus, Charter Member of the Church 
of the Cross in Shoals, the Martin County 
Historical Society and the Women’s Study 
Society.
Survivors include her father, James Cornett of 
Loogootee; children, Teresa (Brian) Hewitt 
of Terre Haute, Tami (Chris) Jones of Loo-
gootee, Todd D. Harding of Shoals and Tawni 
(Brad) Ridgley of Wheatland; grandchildren, 
Matthew Jones, Joseph (Jennifer) Hewitt, 
Jordan Smith, Ashley Knight, Molly (Cory) 
Kassis, Summer Dreiman, Megan (Brandon) 
Wedding, Robert (Haley) Ridgley and Levi 
Steinman. Great grandchildren surviving 
include Mattyson, Mosby and Marly Jones, 
Ashlyn Dreiman, Gracie Larson, Jackson, 
Kinnley and Chase Wedding, Gannon and 
Emmalyn Ridgley, Carter Lawrence Hewitt; 
sisters, Marilyn Tow of Indianapolis, Becky 
Truelove of Seymour, Tennessee, Sally Burch 
of Shoals, Shari Flippins of Santa Claus; and 
one brother Richard Cornett of Loogootee.
She is preceded in death by her mother, hus-
band, three brothers, Jim, Roger and Randy 
Cornett, and one sister, Betty Lou Cornett.

Eleanor “Ellie” Gene-
vieve (McKnight) Lang, 
86, of Carmel, Indiana, 
went Home to rest with 
our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ, on Satur-
day morning, May 2nd, 
2020. Ellie was born Janu-
ary 22nd, 1934 in India-
napolis, IN to the late 

W. Harold and Edna (Howell) McKnight 
and was raised in Bedford, IN. Ellie was a 
co-founder of Pink Ribbon Connection-
an organization committed to providing 
emotional support and resources to those 
with breast cancer. She held many offices in 
Psi Iota Xi, working alongside dear friends 
raising money for those with speech and 
hearing difficulties. She was happiest mak-
ing memories with family and friends. Ellie 
was preceded in death by her husband, Jay 
Wm. Lang, son, Curtis (7-year-old) and 
parents. She is survived by her loving chil-
dren, Catherine Bain (David) of Carmel, IN, 
Susan Dernlan (Gary) of Wellington, FL, and 
William Lang (Jill) of Rockwall, TX; sister, 
Louise Hoover (John) 6 grandchildren and 
3 great-grandchildren; several nieces and 
nephews.
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Chapter Anniversaries

35 Years
Iota Lambda Ferdinand, IN

40 Years
Iota Zeta Knox, IN
Iota Theta Armstrong, IL

45 Years
Theta Psi Bethany, IL

50 Years
Eta Sigma Grand Rapids, MI

60 Years
Zeta Xi Madison, IN

65 Years
Gamma Upsilon Wolcott, IN

70 Years
Gamma Nu Brownsburg, IN

75 Years
Gamma Zeta Ossian, IN

80 Years
Gamma Alpha Portland, IN
Delta Zeta Lafayette, IN

85 Years
Beta Pi Cambridge City, IN
Beta Rho Goshen, IN
Beta Sigma Austin, IN

90 Years
Beta Zeta Summitville, IN

95 Years
Alpha Mu Hartford City, IN
Alpha Xi Logansport, IN

100 Years
Upsilon Greenfield, IN
Phi Huntington, IN

Suzanne Ashman Jontz, 
known as “Susie,” peace-
fully passed away on 
March 18, 2020 in Bo-
nita Springs, Florida...
one of her favorite plac-
es. In her final days, 
Susie was surrounded 
by her three children, 
son-in- law, two grand-
children, and numer-

ous friends who talked with her, held her 
hand, and said, “Thank you and I love you” 
until God took her home.
Susie was born and raised in Columbus, 
Ohio, across from the campus of the Ohio 
State University. She was a lifelong fan of all 
things OSU, especially football and basket-
ball. Susie spent her childhood summers in 
a family cottage at Topinabee, Michigan on 
Mullett Lake, with her dearest friend and 
sister, Marilyn Bower, where she enjoyed 
sunbathing, swimming, boating, and treks 
to Mackinaw Island. While there, she met 
her late husband, Joe, who was working as 
a bell hop at the Topinabee Hotel. A mar-
riage resulted from this union in 1951 at 
the Topinabee Church. A honeymoon fol-
lowed in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan...
this was the beginning of the shared fishing 
recreation. Susie attended Stephens College 
in Columbia, Missouri, for two years, and 
then the Ohio State University for two years 
earning a degree as an Executive Secretary. 
She committed herself to working at the GM 
Stamping Plant in Indianapolis, Indiana, to 
help her husband as he was earning a degree 
from the Indiana University School of Medi-
cine–Indianapolis.
Settling in Fort Wayne, Indiana, Susie and 
Joe raised four children and created a well-
structured household and medical practice. 
Susie loved life throughout her many years, 
and always talked about how lucky she was. 
Among her many activities, she enjoyed 
tennis, swimming, cooking, needlepoint, 
charity work (especially singing), snowmo-
biling, cross country skiing, and entertain-
ing her family and many dear friends. Susie 
also loved to fish, and often caught more 
perch, walleye, smallmouth bass, and even 
a muskie, than her husband! Never content 
to stay in one place for too long, Susie loved 
traveling the world, including visits to Africa, 
China, Egypt, Europe, South America and 
many more destinations. She was a mem-
ber and past president of the Allen County 
Medical Auxillary, a member of Psi Iota Xi 
Sororiety, and PEO. Even though she was 
forced to slow down a bit in her last few years, 
Susie remained completely independent. 
Susie is preceded in death by her husband, 
Joe (2001), son, Robert (1984) and leaves 
behind three children, Patti Jontz Stevens 
(Mark Stevens), Nanci Jontz, Thomas Jontz 
(Jennifer Cook Jontz); ten grandchildren, 
twelve great grandchildren, and many nieces 
and nephews, who will forever miss her 
graceful smile, contagious laughter, genuine 
love, and faithful personality. Until we can all 
be together again, “Ta Ta for Now”.
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Andrea Niedenthal’s introductory 
speech of Sandy Johnson at 2020 Na-
tional Convention:

Sandy Johnson’s speech following her 
installation as president at 2020 Na-
tional Convention:
Wow, I thought this day would never 
come! Now I truly understand how 
Dorothy from the Wizard of Oz felt 
when the Munchkins kept telling her 
to follow the “yellow brick road, follow 
the yellow brick road” to get home. 
When you go on council you just keep 
following great Psi Otes year after year 
until you finally get to the top. Along 
that Yellow Brick Road, I have learned 
so much about the wonderful works 
of Psi Iota Xi and have made many 
memorable friendships.
Two special Psi Otes I want to pay 
tribute to today that helped me get 
where I am today are my Mother, Betty 
Kloppenburg, past member of Beta 
Mu, Brownstown and Janet Simpson, 
past PNP and fellow Zeta Iota Sister. 
I became a member of the Beta Mu 
chapter with the encouragement of my 
Mother and never stopped learning 
from her how to be a devoted Psi Ote. 
Janet Simpson and I shared many won-
derful conversations as we rode back 
and forth to chapter meetings each 
month. She was the one who encour-

Sandy Johnson
2019-2020

NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT
Zeta Iota–Louisville, KY

Sandy Johnson was born in Virginia, 
Minnesota; her parents were William 
George and Elizabeth Irene Kloppen-
berg. Sandy’s mother was a member of 
Beta Mu, Brownstown - Sandy and her 
sister Mary are proud legacies. Sandy 
joined the Beta Mu, Brownstown, in 
1972 before transferring to Zeta Iota, 
Louisville, in 1990. 
Sandy has three children: Clint, Libby 
and Mary Emma. She is married to 
Dave and has two precious Dotson’s 
Daisy and Sophie. She is very pas-
sionate about her community, she is a 
past president of Lagrange Rotary, she 
belongs to the Chamber of Commerce, 
sponsor of the local Oldham County 
high school interact club, Co-chair of 
the Oldham County Early Childhood 
Council, and a member of the South-
east Christian Church in Lagrange. 
Most recently she started a new Psi 
Iota Xi chapter in LaGrange County, 
KY which now has XX members (not 
a bad start for only being a chapter for 
one year). 
Sandy is musically talented – she be-
longed to the University Debs at Ball 

2020-2021 NATIONAL PRESIDENT
State, Gold Rush Band (a local band 
in Brownstown who sang and danced 
at events). She also sang with a sex-
tet of Psi Otes from Beta Mu for sev-
eral years, and sang in various church 
choirs. She currently plays the French 
horn in the Oldham County commu-
nity band.
Sandy has an associate in business 
from Ball State University and a CDA 
and directors’ credential from More-
head University Kentucky. Sandy has 
been teaching preschool for 31 years, 
the last 22 of which she has owned and 
operated “Kidshaven By Sandy”.
It has been a pleasure working with 
Sandy and moving up through the 
chairs over the last seven years on 
National Council. I personally have 
enjoyed sharing life stories and experi-
ences with Sandy and look up to her 
as a mentor. 
As our national president she will keep 
us moving towards the future focused 
on membership, and will continue to 
lead by example. Help me welcome this 
extraordinary lady, Sandy Johnson our 
new national president.

aged me to get onto National Council 
and continued to support me up un-
til her death. Without these ladies, I 
would not be here today! I know they 
are looking down on me today with big 
smiles. Love you ladies!!!! 
Many of my Zeta Iota sisters were not 
able to be here with me today, but to 
show their support they each sent me 
a sweet note yesterday to let me know 
they were thinking of me. I would like 
to share a quote that truly touched my 
heart from one of our charter mem-
bers. Theodore Roosevelt once said: 
“Do what you can with all you have 
wherever you are.” She said she be-
lieved this is exactly what I will do as 
our National President of Psi Iota Xi. 
Thank you, Georgie, for these kind 
words of wisdom and for the faith you 
have in me to make great things hap-
pen in the name of Psi Iota Xi. 
This year I would like to focus mainly 
on keeping connected with our sisters. 
The past 6 mos. have been challenging 
for us all with COVID-19 in our way, 
but we have persevered, and we will 
continue to do so. We are determined 
women wearing many different “Hats.” 
Moms, sisters, grandmothers, aunts, 

coaches, teachers, healers, etc! Each 
month in the National Newsletter I will 
share with you the “Hats” we can wear 
to keep connected with our sisters and 
a new technology plan to keep us all 
connected better. Don’t forget to read 
your National Newsletter each month! 
Lastly, I would not be here today with-
out the love and support of my family 
and God. Psalms 28: verse 7 says “the 
Lord is my strength and my shield; my 
heart trusts in him, and he helps me. 
My heart leaps for joy, and with my 
song I praise him.” This verse helps 
me keep the faith. My dear husband, 
Dave and my sweet daughter, Mary 
Emma are both here today to help me 
celebrate. Dave is always by my side 
doing whatever it takes to help me. 
Mary Emma has finally become a Psi 
Ote and I could not be prouder and 
happier to have her as a sister Psi Ote. 
It is an honor and privilege to be your 
National President for 2020-2021. 
Please invite me to share in your spe-
cial celebrations or just a monthly 
chapter meeting. I will do my best to be 
with you. Let’s stay connected and ac-
complish great things this year Ladies!
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2020-2021 NATIONAL OFFICERS

Andrea Niedenthal
NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT

Zeta Tau–Milroy, IN

Maureen “Mo” Dix
NATIONAL SECRETARY
Zeta Gamma–Fort Branch, IN

Terri Resler
Southwest District Officer
Alpha Psi–Washington, IN

Valerie Helms-Mejia
East Central District Officer

Alpha–Muncie, IN

Sandie Carlson
Northeast District Officer
Theta Kappa–Edon, OH

Mona Knight
West Central District Officer
Iota Theta–Armstrong, IL

Rhonda McNall-Crisenbery
NATIONAL TREASURER
Theta Theta–Fort Wayne, IN

Mickie Hansen
NATIONAL PROJECT CHAIR

Upsilon–Greenfield, IN

Taffy Day
NATIONAL CONDUCTRESS

Omega–Lebanon, IN

Jessica Lucas
NATIONAL EDITOR

Eta Omicron–Kalamazoo, MI

Heather Mitchell
Northwest District Officer
Zeta Theta–Niles, MI

Phyllis Cunningham
Southeast District Officer
Theta Nu–Lexington, KY
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National and State Contacts
2020-2021

NATIONAL COUNCIL

NATIONAL PRESIDENT
Sandra K. Johnson (Mrs. Dave)
255 Oakwood Circle
Pendleton, KY 40055
502-797-0829
Zeta Iota

NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT
Andrea Niedenthal (Mrs. Tim)
1245 Mohican Trail
Greensburg, IN 47240
317-987-8406
Zeta Tau

NATIONAL SECRETARY
Maureen Dix (Mrs. Herb)
704 E Walnut Street
Fort Branch, IN 47648
812-457-2179
Zeta Gamma

NATIONAL TREASURER
Rhonda McNall-Crisenbery (Mrs. Greg)
PO Box 27
Pleasant Lake, IN 46779
419-236-0263
Theta Theta

NATIONAL ADVISOR/
PUBLIC RELATIONS
Pat Menge (Mrs. David)
11109 Old Oak Trail
Fort Wayne, IN 46845
260-450-4762
Pi

NATIONAL PROJECT CHAIR
Mickie Hansen (Mrs. Rusty)
3822 E 700 N
Greenfield, IN 46140
317-402-6409
Upsilon

NATIONAL CONDUCTRESS
Taffy Day (Mrs. Steve)
620 W. Camp St.
Lebanon, IN 46052
765-482-1979
Omega

NATIONAL EDITOR
Jessica Lucas (Mrs. Webb)
721 Clubhouse Dr
Ypsilanti, MI 48197
812-674-1440
Eta Omicron

DISTRICT OFFICERS

NORTHEAST DISTRICT OFFICER
Sandie Carlson (Mrs. Todd)
306 E Indiana St
Edon, OH 43518
419-324-4086
Theta Kappa

NORTHWEST DISTRICT OFFICER
Heather Mitchell (Mrs. Michael)
69732 Elkhart Road
Edwardsburg, MI 49112
574-220-9995
Zeta Theta

EAST CENTRAL DISTRICT OFFICER
Valerie Helms-Mejia (Mrs. Carlos)
3626 N Lakeside Drive
Muncie, IN 47304
765-479-2005
Alpha

WEST CENTRAL DISTRICT OFFICER
Mona Knight (Mrs. Brad)
24484 N 500 East Road
Armstrong, IL 61812
217-621-2321
Iota Theta

SOUTHEAST DISTRICT OFFICER
Phyllis Cunningham
2157 Maura Trace
Lexington, KY 40513
859-825-8060
Theta Nu

SOUTHWEST DISTRICT OFFICER
Terri Resler
1761 Raglesville Road
Loogootee, IN 47553
812-295-6524
Alpha Psi

STATE PRESIDENTS

INDIANA
Lorna Tribby, Iota Rho
14231 N 1350 E
Odon, IN 47562
812-296-7697
ldtribby@gmail.com

KENTUCKY
Ann Egan, Zeta Iota
808 Girard Drive
Louisville, KY 40222
502-821-7227
pwppuppy@aol.com

NATIONAL ADDRESSES

NATIONAL OFFICE
Psi Iota Xi National Office
Becky Hamilton
Administrative Assistant
3905 Vincennes Road, Suite 303
Indianapolis, IN 46268
317-471-3512
www.psiiotaxi.org
PixNational@gmail.com

President, Past Presidents Club
Kim Crawley, PNP
220 E 1st St
Greensburg, IN 47240
sororitygalkim@hotmail.com
812-663-3921
Sigma

National Memorial Fund
Sara Overway, PNP
211 Princeton Lane
Logansport, IN 46947
574-721-3486
sarapix@comcast.net
Beta Alpha

Official Jeweler
Michelle Gordon
J Lewis Small and Company
9147 W 1000 N
PO Box 426
Elwood, IN 46036
800-354-7356 (phone)
765-552-4756 (fax)
ljackson@jlewissmall.com (email orders)

Psi Iota Xi Insurance Coverage
Nelson Insurance Agency
Joe McKune
2000 Envoy Circle
Louisville, KY 40299
502-736-7000
joem@nelsoninsurancegroup.com

Parliamentarian
Ed Frazier
6502 Cane Ridge Court
Indianapolis, IN 46268-4000
317-243-0107
elfrazier@comcast.net

Charlie Fox, CPA
1421 South Woodland Ave.
Michigan City, IN 46360
219.871.7882
charlie@appleCPA.com
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Project Representatives
2020-2021

ASHF: American Speech-Language-
Hearing Foundation
Nancy J. Minghetti, Executive Director
2200 Research Blvd
Rockville, MD 20850-3289
301-296-8700
NMinghetti@asha.org

Van Riper Lecture Series
Department of Speech, Language and
Hearing Sciences
Western Michigan University
1903 W Michigan Ave
Kalamazoo, MI 49008-5355
269-387-8054

Hoosier Art Salon
Donna Hovey, Executive Director
1060 Capitol Ave, Ste 365
317-669-6050
www.hoosiersalon.org

Past National President’s Project
Gallaudet University
Susan Gill, Director
Field House
800 Florida Ave, NE
Washington, DC 20002-3695
202-651-5591
susan.gill-doleac@gallaudet.edu

Bethel College Sign Language 
Interpreting Program
Sign Language Interpreting Program
Academic Center, Room 323
Bethel College
1001 Bethel Circle
Mishawaka, IN 46545
574-257-2577

St. Joseph Institute’s Early 
Intervention
St Joseph Institute for the Deaf-Indy
Whitney Stevens-McBride
9192 Waldemar Rd
Indianapolis, IN 46268-1131
317-471-8560

Muncie Symphony Orchestra
Jennifer H. Johnson, Executive Director
2000 W University Ave AC 112
Muncie, IN 47306
765-285-5531
munciesymphonyorchestra@gmail.com
www.munciesymphony.org

Evansville Philharmonic Orchestra
Jeanne Bundy, Director of Salesr
20 NW Third St, Ste 500
Evansville, IN 47708
812-425-5050, Ext. 305

South Bend Orchestra
Justus Zimmerman, Executive Director
127 N Michigan St
South Bend, IN 46601-1603 
574-232-6343

Louisville Orchestra
Robert Massey, Chief Executive Officer
620 W Main, Ste 600
Louisville, KY 40202
502-587-8681

Psi Iota Xi Symphony and
Elsie I. Sweeney Endowment Funds:
Central Indiana Community 
Foundation
615 N Alabama St, Ste 300
Indianapolis, IN 46204-1498
317-631-6542, ext. 506

Camp Shout Out
Julie Raynor, MA, CCC-SLP
PO Box 184
Muskegon, MI 49443
231-744-9260
office@campshoutout.org

MDO Deaf Youth Sports Festival, Inc.
Ronda Bilz, Beatrice Pfaff
PO Box 421304
Indianapolis, IN 46242
teammdo@gmail.com

Camp About Face
Caitlin Church
705 Riley Hospital Dr, Room 3538
Indianapolis, IN 46202
317.274.2489
cchurch@iuhealth.org

Hear Indiana, Listening & Spoken 
Language Camp for the Deaf & Hard 
of Hearing Children
740 Kingsway Dr, Ste 33
Indianapolis, IN 46205
317-828-0211

Riley Children’s Foundation
Amber Miller, Associations & Radiothon 
Coordinator
30 South Meridian St, Suite 200
Indianapolis, IN 46204-3540
317-759-6949
amiller@rileykids.org

Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra
32 E Washington St, Ste 600
Indianapolis, IN 46204
317-229-7090
800.366.8457-ticket services
iso@indianapolissymphony.org
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