
1

2019
HELICON
2018-2019 History
March 2020 Volume CXV

The Official Annual History of

PSI IOTA XI, INC.

www.psiiotaxi.org

Jessica Lucas
National Editor

Layout/Typesetting
Jessica Lucas

Printed by
Standard Printing
Ypsilanti, MI

FOUNDED:

September 19, 1897
Muncie, Indiana

FOUNDERS:

 Teachers:

  Mrs. Martha Ivins
  Miss Emma Cammack
  Miss Eva Kessler

 Students:

  Huda Smith (Kimbrough)
  Mayme Johnson (Oesterle)
  Ethelyn Dowell (Hinckley)
  Mary Louise Carmichael
  Sue Derexa Smith

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Chapter Directory by City Inside front cover
Chapter Dedication: Zeta Gamma, Fort Branch, IN 2
2018-2019 National President 3
National Conductress, Editor, Administrative Assistant 4
National Secretary, Convention Synopsis 5
2018-2019 National Council 6
2018-2019 National Council Service Project 7
Past National Presidents, 1960-Present 8
Psi Ote of the Year 9
National Project Highlights 10
National Award Recipients 11-14
“We’ve Got the Beat” Award Recipients 15-17
Convention Highlights 18-21
State Associations 22-23
Convention Invitations 24
Northeast District 25-30
Northwest District 31-37
East Central District 38-44
West Central District 45-51
Southeast District 52-58
Southwest District 59-65
National Memorial Fund 66
Memorial Service 67
Chapter Memorial Tributes 68-70
Chapter Anniversaries 71
2019-2020 National President 72
2019-2020 National Council 73
2019-2020 National and State Contacts 74
2019-2020 Project Representative Directory 75
Chapter Location Map 76
Chapter Index, Greek Letter Key Inside back cover



2

We hosted District Meetings in October 1981 and 1991. Mo served 
on the state board from 2008-2013, which meant we hosted the Indi-
ana State Meeting in 2012 and 2013. Mo is now serving as National 
Secretary, which means in 2023 Zeta Gamma will proudly host the 
National Convention in Evansville, IN. We are already preparing for it.
In our 62 years we sponsored two sister chapters Zeta Psi, Evansville, 
in 1966 and Iota Delta, Newburgh, in 1979. Sadly, they have both 
disbanded.
Our husbands can’t be left out of our history for without them we 
couldn’t make it. In the early years our coyotes would serenade us. I 
don’t think we could get them to do that today, but we ask them to put 
on a style show and boy do they have fun! Some members said “oh 

my husband wouldn’t do that” but they were the next one down the 
runway. Our coyotes put in a lot of hours for us, but it’s for a good cause.
We have enjoyed our times with our sisters through the years. We’ve 
made new friends, lots of good memories, and made our community 
a better place to live. We hope to bring cheer to those less fortunate 
in our community for several more years.

ZETA GAMMA–FORT BRANCH, INDIANA
We respectfully dedicate the 2019 edition of the Helicon to YOU

for your 62 years of service to your chapter,
your community, and your national organization.

Your loyalty, allegiance, and enthusiasm is an example of the true spirit of
Psi Iota Xi!

The Zeta Gamma chapter of Psi Iota Xi was installed on October 6, 
1957. Alpha Sigma, Princeton ,was our sponsor. There were 23 charter 
members. Our membership has been over 40 or as low as 12. We work 
with whatever we have at the time. Our projects don’t get less money; 
we just work a little harder. 

Some of our first projects were to host a card party and hold a rum-
mage sale. Our card parties ran for 42 years and the rummage sales 
turned into a thrift shop which was successful for 30 years. We have 
held house tours, sold flowers, published two cookbooks, and made 
cheeseballs. Our cheeseballs are a staple of the community. Our big-

gest fundraiser came in 1995 when a couple of members suggested we 
design a county afghan. We raised over $67,000. Proceeds from this 
bought a white baby grand piano for our high school, a defibrillator 
for the fire department, and new playground equipment for the park. 
We give a couple of scholarships to our high school seniors each year. 
Our community has reaped a lot of rewards from our earnings. Our 
school’s art, music, and theatre departments have benefited yearly.
Two of our members have had the privilege to serve on National 
Council: Shirley Hayse as Southwest District Officer from 1980-1982 
and Maureen “Mo” Dix from 1990-1992 and again from 2013-2017. 
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What little girl does not dream of becoming a 
ballerina? I was no exception. I began taking 
ballet lessons from the local Girls Club when 
I was seven years old. I loved the technique, 
the discipline, the uniformity. And I loved the 
music.

I grew up with two brothers, seven male cousins, 
and one athletic female cousin. I would beg my 
mom for a sister. I loved attending ballet class 
with the girls. We giggled as we slipped on our 
leotards and ballet slippers—sometimes in the 
girls’ restroom at the Girls Club, and sometimes 
in the backseat of the car.

My house was not only void of females, but 
also music. My family listened to the radio in 
the morning, and my brothers and I listened to 
Disney records on a small record player, but I 
wanted more. When I was about 11 or 12, my 
parents purchased a small electric organ and I 
taught myself to play. I later took lessons. I loved 

all kinds of music—classi-
cal, jazz, pop.

My dance training continued 
in high school where creative 
dance classes were offered 
for PE credit. I learned to 
move in new ways, I learned 
the structure of dance, I 
learned how to dance with 
others, and I learned how 
to perform in musical theatre productions. I 
taught keyboard and dance lessons as my after 
school job.

I studied dance in college and soon opened 
my very own dance studio. I loved teaching 
children tap, ballet, jazz, and modern dance. I 
loved choreographing and working with music. 
I loved planning and staging the annual dance 
recitals. And I loved sharing dance with my 
own children.

But I still wanted a sister.

And then I was asked to join this local soror-
ity—Psi Iota Xi.

I not only got a sister, I got hundreds of them!

I have been blessed to be your national presi-
dent. Thank you for welcoming me at your 
meetings, for the honor of installing two new 
chapters, and for your sisterhood.

“When you get the choice to sit it 
out or dance, I hope you dance.”
– Lee Ann Womack

Connie McDaniel
2018-2019 NATIONAL PRESIDENT

Beta Lambda–Bedford, Indiana
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Heather Mitchell
NATIONAL EDITOR

2013-2019
Zeta Theta–Niles, MI

I have had the honor of being the administrative assistant for the past five years. I have enjoyed 
every email, phone conversation and face to face interaction I have had with you, my Psi Ote 
sisters. I am available via email at pixnational@gmail.com or by phone at 317-471-3512. I visit the 
national office several times a month, so let me know if you need anything such as certificates, 
old Helicons, or other items we may have stored at the national office. I look forward to many 
more years of serving you.

I was thrilled to serve as your National Conductress this sorority year. It has been a rewarding 
and eventful experience. My year began by updating the official chapter visitation log for the 
district officers. These ladies work hard to ensure your chapter is running efficiently and en-
suring no difficulties arise. As National Conductress membership is one of the many facets of 
this office. It is important for National Council to maintain our current membership but also 
expand with new chapters. 
With that being said, I was overjoyed to assist with the installation of two new chapters, Iota Phi, 
Clarksburg, IN, and Iota Chi, La Grange, KY. It was a pleasure meeting these new sisters and I 
look forward to all the marvelous accomplishments they achieve in the future.
The National Psi Ote of the Year Committee meeting was held on April 6th via Zoom Video 
conference. A total of 23 candidates were submitted with an outstanding Psi Ote selected. As I 
was reviewing each applicant’s information, I was amazed by the dedication sisters put forth in 
their communities to help those less fortunate. A huge Thank You to the committee members for 
assisting with this very special selection: Connie McDaniel, National President; Sandie Carlson, 
NEDO; Beth Vipond, ECDO; Mickie Hansen, SEDO; and Deanna Howard, PNP.
As I conclude my final report, I would like to personally “Thank” every sister for all you accom-
plished in the name of Psi Iota Xi. I am truly blessed to be a part of such a fantastic organization!
Pax Vobiscum

When I was asked by Diana Lamb 
and Mary Helvey to be the typeset-
ter for the Helicon, I never in my 
wildest dreams thought it would take 
me to where I am today! For two 
years I worked under the direction 
of Margaret Larson, along with Mary 
Helvey, putting the Helicon together. 
After Mary’s passing, I continued 
working for Margaret and took on 
the task of taking photos at conven-
tion. Mary had told me that was one of her favorite parts of Convention, and while I was unaware in 
the beginning, Margaret was grooming me to take her place as Editor. After three years of learning 
the ins and outs of the Editor position, National Council passed the baton on to me. I’m so very 
thankful for all that I learned from Margaret and for the opportunity I was given. I am also so 
very thankful for my Fab 5, those five sisters on the executive board the year I was appointed who 
saw potential in me I didn’t know I had. Marcia, Cathy, Kim, Susie and Brenda—you will always 
have a special place in my heart!! 
As National Editor I have made so many wonderful new friends who I’m happy to call my sisters, 
and as your next Northwest District Officer I plan to make many more!

Rhonda McNall-Crisenbery
NATIONAL CONDUCTRESS

Theta Theta–Fort Wayne, IN

PSI IOTA XI NATIONAL

Becky Hamilton
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Sigma–Greensburg, IN
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PSI IOTA XI 2019 NATIONAL CONVENTION SYNOPSIS
The 116th Convention of Psi Iota Xi was held June 21-23, 2019, at the French Lick Resort, French Lick, In-
diana. Total registration for this convention was 485. Beta Lambda, Bedford, Indiana, was the host chapter.
Convention chair was Diane Stipp of Beta Lambda, Bedford, Indiana. Reverend Mark McDaniel, Pastor of 
the Salem United Church of Christ, Huntingburg, Indiana, gave the invocation. Connie McDaniel, National 
President, announced the following:
2018-2019 Psi Iota Xi Philanthropic Contributions:
Profit Earned by 99 Chapters ...................................................................... $ 805,829.92
Total Amount Spent for Speech & Hearing by Chapters ....................... $ 225,432.13
Total Amount Spent for Music by Chapters ............................................. $ 126,118.97
Total Amount Spent for Art by Chapters.................................................. $ 114,196.43
Total Amount Spent for All Cultural by Chapters .................................. $ 240,315.40
Total Amount Spent for “Other” by Chapters .......................................... $ 335,004.62
Total Amount Spent for Literacy/Literature Projects By Chapters ...... $ 109,560.67
Total All Philanthropic Donations by Chapters, State 
     Associations & National, Including Grants ........................................ $ 910,312.82
Tonya Chastain, Lawrence County Tourism Executive Director, gave a warm welcome. The winner of the 
2019 National Psi Ote of the Year was Doreen Graves, Alpha Theta, Charlestown, Indiana. Our Keynote 
Speaker was Dr. Sue Ellspermann, President of Ivy Tech Community College of Indiana. Workshops were 
offered Saturday morning and afternoon on the topics of Psi Iota Xi History and Protocol, conducted by Zeta 
Xi, Madison, Indiana; Chapter Officer Responsibilities and Parliamentary Procedures, conducted by Eta 
Mu, Rochester, Indiana; and Membership Ideas, conducted by Beta Gamma, Peru, Indiana. “We’ve Got the 
Beat” awards were presented by the District Officers throughout the meeting on Saturday. Bylaws approved 
included a clarified definition of “Members-at-Large” - PART II MEMBERSHIP, ARTICLE V Membership 
Classification, Section 2 Non-Voting Members, D. National Members-At-Large are those who support the 
National Organization’s projects by paying National Dues, which consist of Project Fees and General Fees. This level of membership shall allow 
access to our Member’s Only Section of our website and the National newsletter along with Networking with other women at our National Conven-
tion. These individuals will not have voting privileges at National Convention, as our current by-laws outline voting privileges per chapter, not on 
an individual basis; and clarification of term limits for Editor and Conductress - PART V NATIONAL ORGANIZATION, ARTICLE II National 
Officers, Section 1, C: The position of Editor and Conductress will be appointed for a one (1) year term but not to exceed four (4) consecutive years.
Top Award Presentations:
Cultural Awards:
Largest amount per capita for all Music Projects – Eta Mu, Rochester, IN ...........................................$ 696.02
Largest amount per capita for Art Projects – Eta Delta, Carmel, IN ......................................................$ 445.65
Speech and Hearing Awards:
Largest amount per capita for Speech & Hearing Projects – Gamma Xi, Crawfordsville, IN ...........$ 702.99
Other Projects:
Largest amount per capita for Other Projects – Eta Zeta, Nappanee, IN...............................................$ 2,216.64
All Philanthropic Awards:
Largest amount per capita for all Philanthropic Projects – Eta Zeta, Nappanee, IN ...........................$ 2,367.06
Literature/Literacy Award:
Largest amount per capita for Literature/Literacy Projects – Zeta Gamma, Fort Branch, IN ...........$ 309.67
Largest amount given for Literature/Literacy – Alpha, Muncie, IN .......................................................$ 5,980.00
Largest amount given for all Cultural Projects – Alpha, Muncie, IN .....................................................$ 24,605.00
Largest amount given to a single project – Eta Zeta, Nappanee, IN .......................................................$ 34,700.42
Deanna Howard, Past National President, delivered an update on the new Long Term Project search. Applications are due to the selection com-
mittee by November 1, 2019. National Project Chair, Maureen “Mo” Dix, gave an update on the status of the Long Term Project Fund. There is 
currently a balance of $7,038.64 in the account. Maureen “Mo” Dix introduced the representatives of the national projects who spoke about their 
organizations: Kathryn Hillenbrand, Van Riper Lecture Series; Caitlin Church, Camp About Face; Bob Burnett, Hoosier Art Salon; Beatrice Pfaff 
and Ronda Bilz, Deaf Youth Sports Festival; Julie Raynor, Camp Shout Out; Jennifer Hunter, Hear Indiana Listening & Spoken Language Camp; 
and Marty Krug, St. Joseph Institute Early Intervention Program.
Past National President Lesley Bookout reported on the status of the Memorial Fund. By direction of the Past National Presidents; she moved that 
the interest earned on the 2018-2019 Psi Iota Xi National Memorial Fund and the Past National Presidents’ fundraiser be used to fund the Gal-
laudet University Dance Scholarship to a deaf dancer. The amount approved was $2,009.92.
2019-2020 Approved National Projects:
After much discussion, a motion was made to approve the amended national projects. Motion carried and the following amended national projects 
were approved: Van Riper Lecture Series, $3,000; Camp About Face, $1,500; Camp Shout Out, $1,500; Bethel College Sign Language Interpreting 
Program, $2,000; St. Joseph Institute Early Intervention and iHear Program, $3,500; American Speech Language Hearing Foundation, $3,000; 
Hoosier Art Salon, $3,000; Hear Indiana Listening & Spoken Language Camp, $1,500; Deaf Youth Sports Festival, $1,500; Blue Star Connection, 
$3000; Literacy/Literature Project, $3000. Total Projects — $26,500.
The National Literacy/Literature grants were awarded to the following chapters: Northern Districts — Beta Rho, Goshen, IN; Central Districts — 
Gamma Alpha, Portland, IN; Southern Districts — Iota Lambda, Ferdinand.
Zeta Gamma Chapter of Fort Branch, Indiana, conducted a Memorial Service on Saturday afternoon.
Pi, Fort Wayne, Indiana, will host the 2020 National Convention on June 26-28, 2020, at the Grand Wayne Center, Fort Wayne, Indiana. An invita-
tion was presented for the 2021 National Convention, hosted by Zeta Iota, Louisville, Kentucky, in downtown Louisville. A motion was presented 
and approved that the 119th National Convention be hosted by Zeta Tau, Milroy, Indiana, and held June 24-26, 2022, at Courtyard by Marriott, 
Muncie, Indiana.
Installation of the new 2019-2020 National Officers was conducted.

Sandy Johnson
NATIONAL SECRETARY

2017-2019
Zeta Iota–Lexington, KY
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Front Row (L to R): Maureen “Mo” Dix , National Project Chair; Andrea Niedenthal, National Treasurer; Beth Keeney, 
National Advisor; Connie McDaniel, National President; Pat Menge, National Vice President; Sandy Johnson, National 
Secretary

Back Row (L to R): Heather Mitchell, National Editor; Sandie Carlson, Northeast District Officer;  Sheila Smith, Northwest 
District Officer; Beth Vipond, East Central District Officer; Taffy Day, West Central District Officer; Mickie Hansen, 
Southeast District Officer; Terri Resler, Southwest District Officer; Rhonda McNall-Crisenbery, National Conductress

2018-2019 NATIONAL COUNCIL

PHILANTHROPIC CONTRIBUTIONS
Total by Chapters $841,609.33

Total by State Associations $11,600.00

Total by National Project Funds $30,000.00

Total by National Long Term Projects $20,000.00

Total by Past National Presidents  $1,672.50

Total by Endowments $5,430.99

TOTAL 
MEMBERSHIP

2,097

GRAND TOTAL OF 
ALL PHILANTHROPIC 

CONTRIBUTIONS

$910,312.82

2018-2019 Totals
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National Council Service Project

During the weekend of the November National Council 
meeting, council members participate in a group service 
project. This year the members, along with their chapters, 
collected and donated art and school supplies to the Riley 
Children’s Hospital. For the safety of the children, new sup-
plies must be used for each patient.

Additionally, council members had the opportunity to visit 
the Hoosier Art Salon that same weekend.
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Past National Presidents

Front Row (L to R): Barb Perkins ’84, Alpha Psi, Washington, IN; Lesley Bookout ’87,  Zeta Theta, Niles, MI; Sharon White ’88, Delta Zeta, Lafayette, 
IN; Anita Canaday ’91, Zeta Beta, Anderson, IN; Bette Yeager ’92, Gamma Nu, Brownsburg, IN 

Back Row (L to R): Rae Harris ’96, Beta Tau, Frankfort, IN; Carolyn Logsdon ’97, Zeta Tau, Milroy, IN; Barb Mitchel ’98, Eta Delta, Carmel, IN; 
Gwendolyn Myers ’01, Alpha Xi, Logansport, IN; Sara Overway ’04, Beta Alpha, Flora, IN; Debbie Stemle ’07, Zeta Mu, Jasper, IN; Diana Lamb 
’08, Omega, Lebanon, IN; Pat Kugler ’09, Eta Gamma, Valparaiso, IN; Deanna Howard ’10, Alpha Omega, North Vernon, IN; Kim Crawley ’12, 
Sigma, Greensburg, IN; Marcia Mohre ’13, Theta Kappa, Edon, OH; Susie Lewis ’15, Alpha Chi, Hagerstown, IN; Brenda Bonner ’16, Beta Alpha, 
Flora, IN; Beth Keeney ’17, Beta Tau, Frankfort, IN

 1960 Donna Knochel (Mrs. Arthur) Gamma Beta
 1961 Genevieve Miles (Mrs. Wm.) Beta Kappa
 1962 Vi Dawn (Mrs. Wm. P.) Delta Epsilon
† 1963 Kathryn Falk (Mrs. Wm. E. Jr.) Beta Omega
† 1964 Rose S. Beatty (Mrs.) Beta Tau
 1965 Ven Endsley (Mrs. Robert) Phi
† 1966 Janice Scherer (Mrs. Edwin) Alpha Beta
† 1967 Martha Van Ness (Mrs. Wm. C.) Beta Zeta
† 1968 Sue Morris (Mrs. William A.) Beta Iota
† 1969 Jule Warner (Mrs. Francis) Zeta
† 1970 Lillian Schuyler (Mrs. Arthur) Beta Nu
† 1971 Ruth Ann Trubitt (Mrs. Hillard) Alpha Tau
† 1972 Janet Cook (Mrs. Gordon) Gamma Sigma
† 1973 Opal Clark (Mrs. Leonard) Beta Lambda
† 1974 Mabel Alice Robertson (Mrs. Fred) Delta Epsilon
† 1975 Gladys Gardner (Mrs. Don) Gamma Alpha
† 1976 Clarice Shively (Mrs. J. Frank) Theta
† 1977 Lou Rohlfing (Mrs. John) Epsilon
† 1978 Peg Burns (Mrs. Ralph) Eta Gamma
† 1979 Kay Wilson (Mrs. Grover) Beta Pi
† 1980 Delores Heckerson (Mrs. Everett) Theta Psi
†1981 Doris Donnelly Larsen (Mrs. Harold) Gamma Xi
† 1982 Mary Cave Blum (Mrs. Wm.) Eta Psi
 1983 Karen Isbell Schalburg (Mrs. Bart) Eta Phi
 1984 Barbara Perkins (Mrs. Gene) Alpha Psi
†1985 Janet Simpson (Mrs. Robert) Zeta lota
† 1986 Mary Helen Foster (Mrs. Glenn) Delta Beta
 1987 Lesley Bookout (Mrs. Mel) Zeta Theta
 1988 Sharon White (Mrs. Wayne) Delta Zeta
† 1989 Margie Judge (Mrs. Dick) Epsilon
 1990 Shirley Harding (Mrs. Larry) Gamma Iota
 1991 Anita Canaday (Mrs. Tony) Zeta Beta
 1992 Bette Yeager (Mrs. Willis) Gamma Nu
 1993 Sharon Creager (Mrs. Jerry) Iota
 1994 Tula Tucker (Mrs. Michael) Theta Delta

 Year Name Chapter Year Name Chapter
 1995 Marjorie Isley (Mrs. Marvin) Alpha Kappa
 1996 Renata Rae Harris (Mrs. Stephen) Beta Tau
 1997 Carolyn Logsdon (Mrs. Thomas) Zeta Tau
 1998 Barbara Mitchel (Mrs. David) Eta Delta
 1999 Sandy Clevenger (Mrs. Merrill) Delta Epsilon
 2000 Ramona Simpson (Mrs. Richard) Iota Theta
 2001 Gwendolyn Myers (Mrs. Ronald) Alpha Xi
 2002 Lydia Corbett (Mrs. Mitch) Gamma Kappa
 2003 Kathy Miller Beta Delta
 2004 Sara Hoffman Beta Alpha
 2005 Anna Jo McKaig (Mrs. Tom) Beta Gamma
 2006 Sue Simpson (Mrs. Mark) Eta Xi
 2007 Debbie Stemle (Mrs. Pat) Zeta Mu
 2008 Diana Lamb (Mrs. Robert) Omega 
 2009 Pat Kugler (Mrs. Dale) Eta Gamma
 2010 Deanna Howard (Mrs. John) Alpha Omega
 2011 Janice Stagg (Mrs. Jeff) Iota Tau
 2012 Kim Crawley (Mrs. Mike) Sigma
 2013 Marcia Mohre (Mrs. David) Theta Kappa
 2014 Cathy Etzler (Mrs. Chuck) Theta Zeta
 2015 Susie Lewis Alpha Chi
 2016 Brenda Bonner (Mrs. Rob) Beta Alpha
 2017 Beth Keeney (Mrs. Steve) Beta Tau
 2018 Connie McDaniel (Mrs. Mark) Beta Lambda

† Deceased as of October 2019
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Her behind the scenes organization has made our chapter thrive. 
Besides her emails, she has printed agendas for our meetings, spread 
sheets, posters and sign-up sheets for activities and fundraisers, and 
keeps items electronically to share with committee chairs. She has 
incorporated themes at our meetings this year as our chapter cel-
ebrates its 95th anniversary. We have made Yule logs, Valentine Bags 
for someone who needs cheer, and had fun activities at each meeting.
Her husband helps her out with the task of cheeseball preparation. 
Together, they volunteer to squeeze the juice from the pineapple that 
goes into the cheeseballs which is a big messy task. They also design 
and print the labels for the cheeseballs, gather boxes for packing 
cheeseballs, and think of ways to make the event go smoother. They 
are a Psi Ote couple.
With her guidance and leadership, our chapter received recognition 
at last year’s national convention. She is a joy to be around and offers 
our chapter hope of a future. She is generous of her time and talents. 
Through this all, she remains humble in her endeavors and takes no 
credit for our chapter’s growth and success.”
The above was presented by Rhonda McNall-Crisenbery, National 
Conductress and Psi Ote of the Year Committee Chair, at the 2019 
National Convention in French Lick, IN.

2019 NATIONAL 
PSI OTE OF THE YEAR

It is my hope that all chapters have a member like the sister that was 
selected for the Psi Ote of the Year, as she is a true blessing. 
She has been a Psi Ote since 1974 and held the offices of president, 
corresponding secretary and recording secretary. Her chapter wrote 
the following:
“Our nominee took over as President of our chapter in 2017 when no 
one else would step forward. Basically, our chapter was on the brink 
of dissolving. In 2018 she suggested that we have co-presidents to 
help share the load. We have had co-presidents for the past two years. 
She has been instrumental in growing our chapter and gaining new 
members the past three years. We initiated three new members in 
February of 2019.
She is helpful and friendly to all members, encourages sisters to step 
up and become involved. She offers assistance to committees and 
activities to see that sisters feel comfortable in their roles and duties. 
She started group emails to keep us aware of meetings, activities and 
the member health and family concerns. For new members, she has 
explained the history and foundation of our organization.

1984 BONNIE SPRAKER Zeta Theta Niles, MI
1985 BETTYE MANN  Epsilon Columbus, IN
1986 PAULINE RINER  Beta Epsilon Mentone, IN
1987 MARILYN SIDEREWICZ Eta Chi Martinsville, IN
1988 MELODY HUNT  Zeta Beta Anderson, IN
1989 SALLY (RAGSDALE) BURCH Gamma Iota Shoals, IN
1990 LINDA GOEDE  Eta Gamma Valparaiso, IN
1991 MARY JANE PARRISH Gamma Kappa Brook, IN
1992 BRENDA SLATTERY Theta Kappa Edon, OH
1993 BONITA HUNT  Beta Xi Crown Point, IN
1994 LEANNA POTTS  Gamma Iota Shoals, IN
1995 JUDY MONTYCH  Theta Mu Battle Creek, MI
1996 KENEEN  WINGET Eta Delta Carmel, IN
1997 HELEN FOX  Alpha Omega North Vernon, IN
1998 BABETTE HILES  Eta Psi Champaign, IL
1999 ALICE ROGERS  Zeta Xi Madison, IN
2000 LINDA BAUER  Theta Beta Paoli, IN
2001 ELIZABETH BACKE Gamma Xi Crawfordsville, IN
2002 ROSE MARIE ANDERSON Iota Omicron Campbellsburg, IN
2003 LYNN ANCICH  Delta Gamma Fort Wayne, IN
2004 BARB BARHYDT  Eta Xi Auburn, IN
2005 LINDA HELDT  Epsilon Columbus, IN
2006 LESLIE MOULTON Eta Iota Parker City, IN
2007 KAREN GRAVERSON Theta Delta Bremen, IN
2008 JENNIFER BALTUS Zeta Nu Westport, IN
2009 NONDUS CHRISTMAN Phi Huntington, IN
2010 PAM GUNTERMAN Theta Delta Bremen, IN
2011 JESSICA PEARS  Zeta Theta Niles, MI
2012 MAGGIE HORMEL Beta Pi Cambridge City, IN
2013 MARILYN CLEARY Alpha Muncie, IN
2014 MARLA MITRIONE Alpha Iota Richmond, IN
2015 LORNA TRIBBY  Iota Rho Odon, IN
2016 MARTY KRUG  Iota Tau Indianapolis, IN
2017 JILL ROBBINS  Iota Sigma St. Joseph, IL
2018 JUDY MOULTON  Eta Iota Parker City, IN
2019 DOREEN GRAVES Alpha Theta Charlestown, IN

Doreen Graves
Alpha Theta, Charlestown, IN

PSI OTE OF THE YEAR
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Van RipeR LectuRe SeRieS
This year’s 35th Annual Van Riper Lectures was called 
“SLP Practice in the Schools: Contextualizing Interven-
tions and Implementing Policies.” It was once again 
held on the campus of Western Michigan University, 
Kalamazoo, MI, on October 25-26, 2018. National 
Project Chair Maureen “Mo” Dix and National Presi-
dent Connie McDaniel attended. The speakers were Dr. 
Teresa Ukrainetz, professor and SLP division chair in 
the Department of Communicative Disorders and Deaf 
Education at Utah State University, and Dr. Jaumeiko 
Coleman, director of ASHA School Services.
After an enjoyable lunch, Maureen “Mo” Dix was hon-
ored to present a check for $5,000 to be used for their 
Lecture series next year. These monies help the students, graduate students, and school speech-language therapists. From 
there we have no idea how many lives they touch. Our money truly does enrich the lives of those about us.

aSHFoundation ScHoLaRSHip Recipient
Scholarship recipient Jenna Lesser wrote the following thank you letter:
“I am writing to thank you for the generous ASHFoundation Graduate Student Scholarship. I was 
elated & thankful to learn that I had been selected as an award recipient.
I decided to pursue an M.S. in speech-language pathology after working as a special education 
teacher and recognizing how valuable communicating is in the lives of all individuals, especially 
those with disabilities. After earning my B.S. in special education & child development at Van-
derbilt, I taught in Chicago. I will be graduating from Rush University in April of 2019. I look 
forward to helping individuals gain well-rounded communication and continuing to research and 
build upon my master’s thesis which looks at AAC use in minimally verbal children with Autism.
By awarding me this scholarship, you have lightened my financial burden which allows me to focus on my learning, 
research, and development as a speech-language pathologist. I cannot thank you enough for your generosity and the 
generosity of Psi Iota Xi. I hope to give back as you have given to me.”

National Project Highlights

opeRa auditionS
Indiana Association President Deedra Runyan and Past National President Susie Lewis 
attended the Indiana District auditions for the Metropolitan Opera on October 21st at the 
Historic Indiana Landmarks building in Indianapolis.
Four encouragement awards, $100 each, went to Andres Acosta, Tenor; Elijah McCormack, 
Male Soprano; Joseph McBrayer, Tenor; and Jennie Moser, Soprano.
Four finalists are eligible to compete at the Regional auditions in Chicago in January. They 

each received $700 for their successful performance. They are Elena Villalon, Soprano; Bradley Bickhardt, Tenor; Hayley 
Lipke, Soprano; and Avery Boettcher, Soprano.
Delegates approved $750 to be donated to this Indiana state project at our state meeting in April.

HooSieR aRt SaLon
The 94th annual Hoosier Salon Exhibition opened at the Indiana State Museum on August 
2nd. Connie McDaniel, National President, and Maureen “Mo” Dix, National Project Chair, 
were honored to attend the gala. Hundreds of Indiana artists enter the competition, but only 
150 pieces were chosen. Some of the most talented are selected and hope to sell their pieces. 
It has always been an honor to work with such prestigious artists chosen to be showcased 
at the Museum. The art pieces will then be moved to different sites for all to enjoy. If you 
have the opportunity, your chapter would enjoy an outing to the Hoosier Salon Exhibition.

(L to R) Dr. Jaumeiko Coleman, invited Van Riper Lectures speaker; Maureen “Mo” 
Dix, Psi Iota Xi National Project Chair; Sue Arlington, Eta Omicron member; Courtney 
Bergstrom, graduate student, recipient of Webber scholarship; Louella Bradley, Eta 
Omicron member; Hannah Bleech, graduate student, recipient of Bradley scholarship; 
Connie McDaniel, Psi Iota Xi National President; Dr. Teresa Ukrainetz, invited Van 
Riper Lectures speaker

2018 Metropolitan Opera Winners

(L to R) National Project Chair Maureen 
“Mo” Dix, National President Connie 
McDaniel, Hoosier Salon Director Jim 
May
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2018-2019 NATIONAL AWARDS
Greatest Donations

National President Connie McDaniel (far right) is pictured with sisters from chapters that danced their way 
to the top by earning certificates for largest amount per capita donated to Community Outreach, Literature/
Literacy, All Projects, Music, Fine Arts, and Speech & Hearing, and largest amount overall donated to All 
Cultural Projects, Literature/Literacy, and A Single Project.

Largest Amount Given
Overall to

All Cultural Projects

Alpha, Muncie, IN (EC)
$24,605.00

Largest Amount Given
Overall to

Literature/Literacy

Alpha, Muncie, IN (EC)
$5,980.00

Largest Amount Given
Overall to 

A Single Project

Eta Zeta, Nappanee, IN (NE)
$34,700.42

Largest Amount Given
Per Capita to

Community Outreach

Eta Zeta, Nappanee, IN (NE)
$2,216.64 per capita

Largest Amount Given
Per Capita to

Literature/Literacy

Zeta Gamma, Fort Branch, IN (SW)
$309.67 per capita

Largest Amount Given
Per Capita to
All Projects

Eta Zeta, Nappanee, IN (NE)
$2,367.06 per capita

Largest Amount Given
Per Capita to

Music

Eta Mu, Rochester, IN (NW)
$696.02 per capita

Largest Amount Given
Per Capita to

Fine Arts

Eta Delta, Carmel, IN (WC)
$445.65 per capita

Largest Amount Given
Per Capita to

Speech & Hearing

Gamma Xi, Crawfordsville, IN (WC)
$702.99 per capita
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Community Outreach Projects

2018-2019 NATIONAL AWARDS
Greatest Per Capita Donations by District

NE – Eta Zeta, Nappanee, IN

NW – Beta Alpha, Flora, IN

EC – Beta Delta, Van Wert, OH

WC – Gamma Delta, Attica, IN

SE – Beta Sigma, Austin, IN

SW – Eta Alpha, Nashville, IN

All Philanthropic Projects

NE – Eta Zeta, Nappanee, IN

NW – Beta Alpha, Flora, IN

EC – Beta Delta, Van Wert, OH

WC – Gamma Xi, Crawfordsville, IN

SE – Beta Phi, Shelbyville, IN

SW – Zeta Gamma, Fort Branch, IN

Literature/Literacy Projects

NE – Theta Tau, Midland, MI

NW – Beta Alpha, Flora, IN

EC – Alpha Phi, Fortville, IN

WC – Gamma Nu, Brownsburg, IN

SE – Beta Phi, Shelbyville, IN

SW – Zeta Gamma, Fort Branch, IN

Speech & Hearing Projects

NE – Eta Sigma, Grand Rapids, MI

NW – Eta Gamma, Valparaiso, IN

EC – Zeta Beta, Anderson, IN

WC – Gamma Xi, Crawfordsville, IN

SE – Beta Phi, Shelbyville, IN

SW – Alpha Psi, Washington, IN

Music Projects

NE – Alpha Eta, Bluffton, IN

NW – Eta Mu, Rochester, IN

EC – Kappa, Kokomo, IN

WC – Eta Lambda, Beech Grove, IN

SE – Epsilon, Columbus, IN

SW – Iota Rho, Odon, IN

Fine Arts Projects

NE – Zeta Theta, Niles, MI

NW – Beta Alpha, Flora, IN

EC – Alpha, Muncie, IN

WC – Eta Delta, Carmel, IN

SE – Alpha Theta, Charlestown, IN

SW – Alpha Omicron, Vincennes, IN
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2018-2019 NATIONAL AWARDS
Greatest Overall Donations by District

Literature/Literacy Projects

A Single Project

All Cultural Projects

NE – Alpha Eta, Bluffton, IN

NW – Eta Mu, Rochester, IN

EC – Alpha, Muncie, IN

WC – Eta Delta, Carmel, IN

SE – Epsilon, Columbus, IN

SW – Zeta, Bloomington, IN

NE – Theta Theta, Fort Wayne, IN

NW – Beta Alpha, Flora, IN

EC – Alpha, Muncie, IN

WC – Gamma Nu, Brownsburg, IN

SE – Beta Phi, Shelbyville, IN

SW – Zeta Mu, Jasper, IN

NE – Eta Zeta, Nappanee, IN

NW – Eta Mu, Rochester, IN

EC – Alpha, Muncie, IN

WC – Eta Delta, Carmel, IN

SE – Beta Sigma, Austin, IN

SW – Eta Alpha, Nashville, IN

It is a noble 
thing to give cheer 

to those less fortunate about 
you. Let us then be of good cheer that 

the lives of those about us may 
be enriched.
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2018-2019 NATIONAL AWARDS
Psi Iota Xi

NATIONAL LITERATURE/LITERACY AWARDS

The National Literature/Literacy Award, which is voted on annually, allows one chapter to be drawn from each 
region to receive $1,000 to use in their community for a literature/literacy project. The chapter representatives 
from the winning chapters are shown below.

Beta Rho, Goshen, IN
Southeast District

(L to R) Angel Linville and National 
President Connie McDaniel

Iota Lambda, Ferdinand, IN
Southwest District

(L to R) Brenda Allen and Erin Schroering

NortherN regioN

Gamma Alpha, Portland, IN
East Central District

(L to R) Sara Link and Rachel Benirschke

CeNtral regioN SoutherN regioN

Northern Region
Beta Alpha, Flora, IN (NW) — Their donation went to the purchase of new books for the Carroll Elementary School Library. 
Each grade level was asked to provide a wish list of books.

Central Region
Iota Sigma, St. Joseph, IL (WC) — In an effort to provide library resources to rural communities that don’t have libraries, their 
donation went to provide Little Free Libraries to these communities. Each library consists of the library structure, equipment to 
install, and $100 worth of books to start.

Southern Region
Gamma Eta, Knightstown, IN (SE) — Their donation went to the Harbor, a no cost, non-profit faith-based way to help combat 
the growing problems our youth face every day such as neglect, abuse and addiction. It provides a safe place for youth, teens, and 
young adults to find help, hope and healing. The Harbor provides crisis counseling as well as groups for those experiencing sub-
stance use problems. They will be purchasing books, reference materials, and supplies for the counselors and families in crisis.

UPDATE on the winners from 2018:

“Every day brings a chance for you to draw in a breath, kick off your shoes, and dance.”

– Oprah Winfrey
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Northwest District

Alpha Rho – Garrett, IN
This award is being presented to Alpha Rho 
for dancing their way through this year by 
promoting reading within the Head Start 
program and helping with the Garrett School 
show choir invitational. They donate to the 
Eckhart Public Library toward their efforts 
to rebuild after a fire. The sisters adopt a 
family at Christmas and provide gift baskets 
to various fundraising drives. Each of the 
projects they take on teaches them more 
about themselves and provides ongoing life 
lessons from which they grow.

Gamma Zeta – Ossian, IN
This award is being presented to Gamma 
Zeta for dancing their way through this year 
by putting information about Psi Iota Xi in 
the Bluffton Newspaper, their local paper, 
and on Facebook. They are working with the 
Ossian Park Board and Ossian Revitalization 
to raise funds for an amphitheater in Ossian, 
which will start construction June 2019. Their 
cheeseballs, scholarships, and basket bingo 
distinguish them in their community.

“We’ve Got the Beat” Award Winners

Theta Iota – Monticello, IN
Mum’s the word, as in the selling of these 
beautiful plants. Of course, selling cheese alls 
is another fundraiser that keeps this Chapter 
on their toes!

When they are not busy raising money, they 
are often helping others with things like 
assisting with the Relay for Life cancer walk 
and dinner for the survivors, and helping 
another Psi Ote Chapter with their Cookie 
Sale at the County Fair. This group is a very 
giving group of ladies. Oh, did I mention 
there are nine active members in this group? 
That’s right, nine LADIES DANCING!

They donate back to their community to the 
schools’ art and music programs and support 
programs with literature and speech & 
hearing focuses. They are well known in their 
community and continue to leave their mark.

Gamma Upsilon – Wolcott, IN
This chapter donated almost $3,500 to their community. An Angel Tree for needy families 
and seniors at Christmas, helping teachers with classroom books, helping the library, planting 
flowers in the town — these are the types of things this chapter did with the money they 
made selling cheeseballs. They are well known in their community and are counted on for 
many donations and needs in the community.

This from a Chapter of SEVEN sisters who have a strong commitment and dedication to their 
sorority, and will continue to find a way to get new members in the coming year.

(L to R) Stacey Sweet and Carla Holbrook, Alpha Rho, Garrett; Connie McDaniel, National 
President; Kathleen Clark and Carolyn Rahn, Gamma Zeta, Ossian; Sandie Carlson, Northeast 
District Officer

As a loyal member of Psi 
Iota Xi, I believe in further-
ing charitable enterprises, 
in studying the best art, 
literature and music, and in 
developing myself socially, 
morally and intellectually.  
May we, with God’s help, 
advance in these fields of 
endeavor.

(L to R) Karie Holder and Laura McFadden, Gamma Upsilon, Wolcott; Sheila Smith, Northwest 
District Officer; Teresa Alexander and Teresa Sommers, Theta Iota, Monticello; Connie McDaniel, 
National President

Northeast District



16

East Central District

Zeta Epsilon – Bargersville, IN
This award is being presented to the Zeta 
Epsilon Chapter for dancing their way 
through this year by “furthering charitable 
enterprises.” New this year, the members 
felt that they should address the problem 
of homelessness in their community. They 
are discussing giving money through Center 
Grove Schools to help homeless students. 
For this reason, the ladies of Zeta Epsilon are 
representing the Psi Iota Xi opening verse 
well!

Iota Alpha – Veedersburg, IN
This award is being presented to the Iota 
Alpha Chapter for dancing their way through 
this year by “distinguishing themselves in 
their community.” I was given the opportunity 
to witness this firsthand when I visited their 
largest fundraiser in December. The Santa 
House has been a tradition for many years 
in Veedersburg. This is evident when you 
see how many high school students, both 
girls and boys, come to volunteer their help 
early on a Saturday morning. This year, in 
addition to the Santa House, the members 
will be in the town Christmas Parade. For 
these reasons, I feel this chapter distinguishes 
itself in its community.

Gamma Alpha – Portland, IN
Gamma Alpha ladies are dedicated to 
meeting needs, no matter if financial, 
educational, social or cultural. In the spotlight 
is their annual support of the Jay County Civic 
Theatre. By sponsoring one production over a 
period of four days, they meet both financial 
and cultural needs of their community. 
They provide ushering and each member 
provides 10 dozen cookies for this event, 
enabling strong ties to be developed with 
the arts community and also gaining local 
recognition for Psi Iota Xi. Gamma Alpha 
distinguishes themselves as the ladies who 
“do the cheese balls” and also help with the 
annual community Easter Egg Hunt, all while 
wearing their PIX logo apparel. A new money-
making venture is selling Dole Pineapple Whip 
for the first time in July 2018. Signage and 
wearing their t-shirts allow the opportunity 
for conversation with their neighbors about 
their support of speech and hearing, arts, 
music, literature, and other needs in their 
community.

(L to R) Connie McDaniel, National President; Sarah Link and Rachel Benirschke, Gamma Alpha, 
Portland; Jan Olive and Kaye Judt, Zeta Beta, Anderson; Beth Vipond, East Central District Officer

West Central District

For the past several years, 
Psi Iota Xi has been honoring 
chapters who are not winning 
National Awards but have dis-
tinguished themselves in other 
ways.

National President Connie Mc-
Daniel, along with your district 
officers, presented the hon-
ored chapters with “We’ve Got 
the Beat” Award Certificates.

This information was taken from 
the Pre-Convention Reports, 
so be sure to fill out all those 
sections on the PCR.

Read their Helicon articles to 
see what else they accom-
plished this past year.

Zeta Beta – Anderson, IN
This chapter has been a long-time supporter of the Art Association of Madison County Student 
Art Show each spring. They donate to the Anderson Symphony and purchase tickets every 
year that their members share. Anderson Area Children’s Choir has grown from one choral 
group to several levels of performers thanks in part to Zeta Beta support. In addition to these, 
Zeta Beta makes a donation to a different local charity each month. Their eight members 
donated close to $1,000 last year. Their most notable contribution to the Madison County 
area is their annual offering of grant opportunities for local speech and hearing therapists. 
Therapists who choose to apply for the grant monies are awarded tools and materials that 
they may not be able to purchase themselves.

(L to R) Taffy Day, West Central District Officer; Susie Woolwine and Paula Branham, Iota 
Alpha, Veedersburg; Cindy Crafton and Judy Cox, Zeta Epsilon, Bargersville; Connie McDaniel, 
National President
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Iota – Rushville, IN
Being an active chapter since 1908, they have 111 years of outstanding active service in 
their community.

Affectionately known as the “Cheese Ball Ladies” they not only make cheese balls, but over 
the years have participated in numerous fundraising opportunities. Just this past year they 
added two new fund raisers, Breakfast with Santa and Breakfast with the Easter Bunny.

They have continued to fund a free concert series at the Riverside Amphitheater every 
summer for several years. They donate funds to the Hearing Garden, local school music and 
art programs, a summer reading program, and a speech and hearing clinic.

They continue to find new ways to remain visible in their community and their hard work 
has paid off as they initiated seven new members, increasing their membership from 14 
to 21, and potentially have three more looking to join. Plus they received a $13,000 grant 
from the Rush County Community Foundation to start a program that helps senior citizens 
purchase hearing aids.

Southeast District

Southwest District
Beta Lambda – Bedford, IN
If anyone represents our opening verse, it is 
this chapter. They have been active for 86 
years and have just over 30 members. They 
support several charitable and social services 
in all our fields. Many members are actively 
involved in tutoring and mentoring within the 
school and community programs. Some also 
volunteer at their downtown art museum. 
Their love of music is evident with members 
performing in the community Christmas 
Cantata. They share a love of literacy between 
them as well with donations to their local 
library. (L to R) Connie McDaniel, National President; 

Rowena Cross-Najafi and Lisa French, Beta 
Lambda, Bedford; Cait Cornwell-Menchaca 
and Amber Blankenbaker, Theta Beta, Paoli;  
Terri Resler, Southwest District Officer

Zeta Tau – Milroy, IN
This chapter is just 54 years young and 
they’ve become very instrumental within 
their little corner of the world. This past year 
their chapter took over the local community 
calendar project. This calendar is a yearly 
publication of individual birthdays and 
anniversaries as well as local organizational 
meeting nights & events. The calendar has 
been in their community for approximately 
53 years, so it seemed only fitting that their 
chapter would take it over to assure this 
tradition continued.

For one member of this chapter that had 
moved into a new community, she saw the 
need to further charitable enterprises and 
approached her sisters about sponsoring a 
group of ladies to form a new chapter of 
Psi Iota Xi.

Since this chapter is all about carrying on 
traditions and leaving a legacy, they were 
excited to be a part of starting another Psi Iota 
Xi chapter in Clarksburg, IN. With guidance 
from National Council and their own PNP 
Carolyn Logsdon, Iota Phi was formed on 
April 7, 2019.

These two chapters will continue to grow 
and work together to enrich the lives around 
them.

Theta Beta – Paoli, IN
This chapter has community involvement 
written all over it. It was evident when I visited 
their chapter this year. They involve their fire 
and police departments in all events, such as 
their annual Easter egg hunt. They also have 
a great relationship with merchants in their 
community that help them in their activities 
with monetary donations. They have a great 
passion for literacy, and they hand out an 
age-appropriate book to each student in one 
of their elementary schools.

How has your chapter 
best represented the 

opening verse?

How has your chapter 
distinguished itself in 

your community?

(L to R) Mickie Hansen, Southeast District Officer; Nicki Hall and Carolyn Logsdon, Zeta Tau, 
Milroy; Heidi Cornett and Chris Levi, Iota, Rushville; Connie McDaniel, National President
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Convention Highlights
“Dancing with my Sisters”
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Convention Highlights
“Dancing with my Sisters”

National President Connie McDaniel and Beta Lambda, Bedford, 
presented National Convention 2019 at the Historic French Lick Re-
sort in beautiful French Lick, IN. From dance breaks during business 
meetings to dance lessons during the dinner programming, attendees 
danced with their sisters all weekend long. Ivy Tech Community 
College President and former Indiana Lieutenant Governor Sue Ell-
sperman gave an inspiring keynote address about women in lead-
ership. As always, the raffles were a favorite event. The organiza-
tion also welcomed two new chapters: Iota Chi in La Grange, KY, 
and Iota Phi in Clarksburg, IN. Whether on the dance floor, in the 
sales room, at the photo booths, or on the font porch, sisterhood 
was the real theme of the weekend. Many thanks to all who at-
tended and made this convention a success! Keep dancing!
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Convention Highlights
Project Representatives

Convention Workshops

The 2019 Convention Workshops provided a wealth of information to attendees. Thank you to Theta Delta, Bremen, and Eta Mu, Rochester, for presenting 
Chapter Officer Responsibilities and Parliamentary Procedures; Beta Gamma, Peru, for presenting Membership Ideas; and Zeta Xi, Madison, for presenting Psi 
Iota Xi History and Protocol.

Maureen "Mo" Dix, 
National Project Chair

Julie Raynor, Camp Shout 
Out

Kathryn Hillenbrand, 
Van Riper Lecture Series 
at Western Michigan 
University

Beatrice Pfaff & Daniel Pfaff, 
Deaf Youth Sports Festival

Maggie Bryant (Gamma 
Xi), Hear Indiana Listening 
& Spoken Language Camp

Bob Barnett, Hoosier 
Art Salon

Caitlin Church, Camp 
About Face

Marty Krug (Iota Tau), 
St. Joseph Institute's 
Early Intervention and 
iHear Program



21

Convention Highlights
“Dancing with my Sisters”

National President 2019-2020 Pat Menge with her family
(L to R) Cody Langley, Marissa Menge, David Menge, Pat Menge, Mary Sprunger, Jennifer Nicholson, Mary 
Scrogham

The ladies of Beta Lambda and our 2018-2019 National President Connie McDaniel. Thank you ladies for all of your 
hard work on a memorable convention and your dedication to Psi Iota Xi.
Front row (L to R): Jo Ann Kasprzycki, Rowena Cross-Najafi, Lorri Hamer, Megan Dobay, Kate Smith, Lisa Short, Jessica Lucas, Renita Watts, Linda Miller, Carol 
Highhouse

Back row (L to R): Stacy Masterson, Nancy Baker, Marty Scherschel, Connie McDaniel, Diane Stipp, Lisa French, Emily Engstrom, Melissa Hilkey, Linda Cox, Michelle 
Luck, Autum Daugherty, Cathy Meyer, Karen Bostock

Not pictured but also present: Jamie Hooten, Gloria Hilkey, Barbara Wright, Rose Brenner, Avril Young, Patty Kirkman, Kathy Mauer, Cindy Terry, Laura Chaille

2018-2019 National President Connie McDaniel pins 
Pat Menge as the incoming 2019-2020 National 
President.
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STATE ASSOCIATIONS

INDIANA
2019-2020 State Officers

President.............................. Shirley.Herrick
Vice.President......................... Lorna.Tribby
Secretary..............................Jennifer.Hunter
Treasurer...............................Stacia.Bonifant
Project.Chairman........................ Rita.Clark
Advisor.................................Deedra.Runyan

“A.Connection.Deeper.than.
Words:.Sisterhood”

The.42nd.Indiana.State.Meeting.of.Psi.Iota.
Xi.was.held.at.Ben.Davis.High.School.in.In-
dianapolis,.IN,.on.April.27,.2019..President.
Deedra.Runyan. led. the.membership. in. the.
opening. verse. and. then. introduced. Terri.
Resler.from.Alpha.Psi.Chapter,.who.gave.the.
opening.prayer..Two.members.of.St..Monica’s.
Troop. 514. and. two. members. of. Boy. Scout.
Pack.64.presented.colors.and.led.the.members.
in.the.Pledge.of.Allegiance..
President. Deedra. Runyan. then. introduced.
the.keynote.speaker.Mr..Brian.Jay.from.In-
dianapolis,. IN.. He. is. an. attorney. who. also.
volunteers. and. advocates. for. Camp. About.
Face,. an. organization. that. supports. young.
people.born.with.craniofacial.anomalies..He.
shared.his.personal.journey.being.born.with.
Apert.Syndrome.and.enduring.more.than.50.
surgeries.
The. meeting. Co-Chairs. Kathy. Shupe. and.
Carol.Clark.were.introduced.and.thanked.by.

Indiana State Meeting

Shirley Herrick
INDIANA STATE PRESIDENT

Zeta Xi–Madison, IN

President.Deedra.Runyan.along.with.a.thank.
you.to.the.rest.of.Deedra’s.chapter.for.all.their.
hard.work..Co-Chair.Kathy.Shupe.gave.the.
morning.announcements.
National. President. Connie. McDaniel. was.
introduced.and.addressed. the.membership..
She. shared. words. about. membership. and.
extended.an.invitation.to.the.National.Con-
vention.in.French.Lick,.IN.
Project.Chair.Lorna.Tribby,.Iota.Rho,.Odon,.
read.the.list.of.proposed.projects.along.with.
the.area.of.interest,.submitting.chapter,.amount.
requested,.and.amount.recommended..Each.
chapter.that.sponsored.a.project.had.the.op-
portunity. to. speak. to. the. membership.. Six.
of.the.seven.projects.submitted.were.recom-
mended.to.receive.funds.
After. lunch,. President. Runyan. introduced.
Amy.Noble,.Head.Orchestra.Director.at.Ben.
Davis. High. School.. The. membership. was.
entertained. by. two. Ben. Davis. High. School.
students,. Eric. Clevenger. and. Liberty. Cox..
With. scholarships. from. Gamma. Theta,. the.

(L to R) Advisor Deedra Runyan passes the gavel 
to newly installed President Shirley Herrick

two.students.will.attend.the.2019.IU.Summer.
Band.Camp..President.Runyan.thanked.them.
for.sharing.their.talent.with.us.
When.the.afternoon.business.meeting.con-
vened,.members.of.the.2018.Rotating.Grant.
winning.chapters.shared.how.they.spent.those.
funds..The.2019.Rotating.Grant.winners.were.
as.follows:.Northern.District.–.Theta.Delta,.
Bremen;.Central.District.–. Iota.Tau,. India-
napolis;. Southern. District. –. Beta. Lambda,.
Bedford.
The. nominating. committee. presented. the.
slate.of.officers.for.2019-2020,.and.President.
Runyan.asked.the.newly.elected.State.Officers.
to.the.stage.for.installation.
Newly. installed. President. Shirley. Herrick.
and.members.of.Zeta.Xi,.Madison,.gave.the.
invitation.to.the.2020.State.Meeting.at.Clifty.
Falls,.IN,.on.April.18,.2020.
The.retiring.Advisor.Kim.Benzing.shared.a.
few.words.with.the.membership.

(L to R) Shirley Herrick, Lorna Tribby, Stacia Bonifant, Kim Benzing (2017-2018 State President), Rita 
Clark, Deedra Runyan, Jennifer Hunter
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Every.year.the.Michigan.chapters.get.together.for.lunch.and.each.
chapter.gives.funds.to.the.host.chapter.to.put.toward.a.“Love.Gift.”

This.year.the.lunch.was.hosted.by.Eta.Omicron,.Kalamazoo,.and.
they. choose. to. donate. the. Michigan. Love. Gift. to. The. Western.
Michigan.University.Seita.Scholars.Program..This.program.is.part.
of.a.larger.initiative.to.change.the.college.going.paradigm.of.youth.
in.the.foster.care.system..Currently,.only.two.to.four.percent.of.
youth.from.the.foster.care.system.will.earn.a.college.degree.(Casey.
Family. programs,. 2010).. By. the. end. of. summer. 2017,. the. Seita.
Scholars.Program.will.have.over.100.graduates.and.graduation.
rates.far.above.the.national.average.

https://wmich.edu/fosteringsuccess/seita

Kentucky State Meeting

A.past.Kentucky.president,.Barb.Welsch,. in-
troduced. and. sponsored. my. membership. in.
2008,. almost. 12. years. ago.. I. enjoy. knowing.
the. fun-loving. Theta. Nu. and. Zeta. Iota. gals..
One. organization. we. work. to. benefit. is. the.
Lexington.Hearing.and.Speech.Center.(LHSC),.
which.supports.babies.as.young.as.4.weeks.old.
to.104.years.old!.LHSC.services. clients. from.
76.counties..They.also.treat.autistic.children.
I.worked.for.Texas.Instruments.for.nine.years.
before.joining.Risk.Placement.Services.for.the.
next.17.years..It.is.an.insurance.company.that.
matches.donations.
My.husband.Mike.and.I.married.26.years.ago.
in.Tennessee.and.came.to.live.in.horse.country..

KENTUCKY
2018-2020 State Officers

President..............................Tammy.Hinkle
Acting.Treasurer...... Phyllis.Cunningham
Secretary................................... Carol.Bailey
Advisor............................. Karen.Scrogham

On.March.2,.2019,.members.and.guests.were.
welcomed.and. introduced.by.Kentucky.State.
Association.President.Tammy.Hinkle..Attending.
from.National.Council.were.National.President.
Connie. McDaniel;. National. Secretary. Sandy.
Johnson;.National.Project.Chair.Maureen.“Mo”.
Dix;.National.Advisor.Beth.Keeney;.Southeast.
District.Officer.Mickie.Hansen;.Southwest.Dis-
trict.Officer.Terri.Resler;.Indiana.State.Presi-
dent.Deedra.Runyan;.Zeta.Xi.President.Sierra.
Austin-Rogers;. and. Past. National. Presidents.
Brenda.Bonner,.Rae.Harris,.and.Alice.Rogers.
Our.guests.attending.were.Susie.Robbins.and.
Marcey.Ansley,.Executive.Director.of.Lexing-
ton.Hearing.and.Speech.Center.(LHSC).
Marcey.gave.a.special.slide.show.presentation.
about.how.important.it.is.to.help.children.pre-
pare.for.transition.into.public.school..One.of.the.
key.factors.is.to.make.sure.a.child.is.not.defined.
by.his.or.her.communication.disorder.delay.and.
to.make.sure.that.the.child.learns.language.
Babies.3.weeks.old.to.adults.104.years.of.age.are.
served.by.LHSC..The.62.staff.members.serve.
250. clients. for. speech,. and. 1000. clients. for.
audiology.from.at.least.76.counties..They.offer.
infant.testing,.hearing.device.servicing,.early.
intervention.and.support.for.transitioning.into.
public.school,.speech.and.language.evaluation.
intervention,.summer.family.camp,.and.many.
other.tools.to.enrich.language.foundation.
Following.Marcey’s.presentation,.Juanice.Gil-
lespie.presented.a.check.from.Kentucky.State.
Association.for.$600.to.Marcey.which.will.be.
used. for. the. multiple. summer. family. camps.
this.coming.summer.

Judy.Lopez.came. forward. to.present.a. check.
to. Marcey. for. $200.. This. donation. was. pos-
sible.because.of.friends,.family,.and.members.
who.knew.how.special.the.LHSC.was.to.Libby.
Polack.. To. remember. her. legacy,. LHSC. of-
fered.naming.rights.to.one.of.the.spaces.in.the.
Audiology. Wing. to. memorialize. Ms.. Polack.
through.the.“Hear.Now”.program.for.adults..
A.donation.of.$100.will.to.be.presented.to.the.
National.Memorial.Fund.in.memory.of.Libby.
Polack.from.the.Kentucky.State.Association.
Chapter. Reports. were. presented. by. Juanice.
Gillespie.for.Theta.Nu.and.by.Karen.Scrogham.
for.Zeta.Iota.
Karen.Scrogham,.KSA.Advisor,.gave.us.high-
lights.in.a.KSA.stroll.down.memory.lane..Mem-
bers.were.invited.to.share.their.past.memories..
Discussion.was.held.about.pros.and.cons.of.a.
state.organization..With.the.possibility.of.a.new.
chapter.in.Kentucky,.a.committee.was.formed.
to.give.serious.consideration.to.by-law.revision.
to.conform.to.National.by-laws.and.make.them.
relevant.to.serving.the.chapter.members.
The.KSA.scrapbooks.were.available.to.look.at.
and.members.were.encouraged.to.take.pictures.
special.to.them..The.“Bon.Voyage”.booklet.cre-
ated.from.the.KSA.files.highlighted.the.KSA.
projects,.presidents.and.past.meeting.locations..
It. was. noted. a. brochure. about. our. National.
organization.with.facts.is.not.available..Virtual.
meetings.are.taking.place..We.need.to.evolve.
with.the.technological.world.to.bring.us.close.
together.
Our. next. KSA. meeting. will. be. at. the. lovely.
Equestrian.Woods.Country.Club.in.Nicholas-
ville,.KY,.in.2020..Hope.to.see.you.there!

We. live. on. a. true. horse. farm. that. my. hus-
band.manages..We.have.raised.two.wonderful.
daughters,. Alison. and. Sarah.. I. have. brought.
them.to.our.meetings.and.regattas.
In.my.spare.time.I.like.to.work.in.the.yard.and.
shop.with.my.daughters..Many.of.our.members.
talk.about.their.grandchildren...I.have.lots.of.
nieces.and.nephews!
We.spend.our.monthly.meetings.in.each.other’s.
homes.. We. welcomed. a. new. chapter. in. May.
2019!. The. KSA. has. spring. and. fall. meetings.
each.year.and.support.the.Ronald.McDonald.
House. in. Louisville. and. Lexington. for. our.
service.project.
–.Tammy.Hinkle

Michigan Social Luncheon

Tammy Hinkle
KENTUCKY 

STATE PRESIDENT
Theta Nu–Lexington, KY

Front Row (L to R): Indiana State President Deedra Runyan; 
Southeast District Officer Mickie Hansen; Southwest District 
Officer Terri Resler; National President Connie McDaniel

Back Row (L to R): KSA Secretary Carol Bailey; PNP Brenda 
Bonner; KSA Acting Treasurer Phyllis Cunningham; National 
Secretary Sandy Johnson; National Advisor Beth Keeney; 
National Project Chair Maureen “Mo” Dix; KSA Advisor 
Karen Scrogham; KSA President Tammy Hinkle
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CONVENTION INVITATIONS
Convention 2020
Fort Wayne, IN

Grand Wayne Convention Center
Hosted by Pi, Fort Wayne, IN

Zeta Iota, Louisville, KY, invites all Psi Otes to 
attend the 2021 Convention at The Brown 
Hotel in Louisville, KY, on June 25-27, 2021. 
The convention theme is “The Many Hats of 
Psi Iota Xi.”

Convention 2021
Louisville, KY

Hosted by Zeta Iota, Louisville, KY

Convention 2022
Muncie, IN

Muncie Convention Center
Hosted by Zeta Tau, Milroy, IN

Join Zeta Tau of Milroy, IN, to celebrate a big 
anniversary in 2022. The convention theme is 
“Psi Iota Xi: 125 Years of People, Purpose, and 
Passion” and will take place at the Muncie 
Convention Center on June 24-26, 2022.

What’s the buzz? 
The 2020 National 

Convention, of course!“Be 
of Good Cheer” is the theme 

for the 117th Convention to be 
held June 26-28, 2020, in Fort Wayne, 
Indiana. The members of Pi chapter 

encourage you to participate in the 
many events planned. National 

President Pat Menge will 
chair the Convention. 

Don’t miss the buzz!
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NORTHEAST DISTRICT CHAPTERS:
Pi, Fort Wayne, IN........................................ 1919
Rho, Angola, IN ........................................... 1916
Phi, Huntington, IN ..................................... 1920
Alpha Delta, Decatur, IN ............................. 1922
Alpha Eta, Bluffton, IN ................................ 1923
Alpha Rho, Garrett, IN ................................ 1926
Beta Epsilon, Mentone, IN .......................... 1929
Beta Rho, Goshen, IN. ................................. 1935
Gamma Zeta, Ossian, IN ............................. 1945
Zeta Theta, Niles, MI ................................... 1959
Eta Zeta, Nappanee, IN ............................... 1967
Eta Omicron, Kalamazoo, MI ...................... 1969
Eta Sigma, Grand Rapids, MI ...................... 1970
Theta Theta, Fort Wayne, IN ........................ 1971
Theta Kappa, Edon, OH ............................... 1972
Theta Tau, Midland, MI ............................... 1974

ORTHEAST DISTRICT

Can you believe another year has come and 
gone! My first year as Northeast District 
Officer has flown by. I would like to thank 
everyone on national council and the chap-
ters in my district for making my first year 
a very smooth one.

Your energy, enthusiasm and dedication to 
Psi Iota Xi amazes me! The communities 
that you serve are lucky to have such amaz-
ing women that care so much. I have enjoyed 
my chapter visits and meeting so many hard-
working, dedicated ladies in our chapters.

Total Community Outreach .......................................................$ 105,531.15
Total Speech and Hearing .........................................................$ 31,259.06
Total Music ..............................................................................$ 15,625.50
Total Fine Arts ..........................................................................$ 16,010.00
Total Literature/Literacy ............................................................$ 13,060.33

16
Chapters

299
Members

I am looking forward to another great year 
as your Northeast District Officer. I plan 
on visiting more chapters in my district and 
getting to know more of my Psi Ote Sisters. 
It is a rewarding experience to see how each 
chapter gives to their communities. We do 
make a difference!

As I begin my second year as Northeast 
District Officer, I would like to thank my 
chapter, Theta Kappa, for their support they 
have given me. I look forward to meeting 
more of my sisters who share the common 
desire to make a difference in their commu-
nities. Please know I am here to support and 
encourage you in any way I can!

Sandie Carlson
DISTRICT OFFICER

Theta Kappa–Edon, OH



26

PI
Fort Wayne, Indiana

36 Members
2nd and 4th Monday

August 9, 1919
Slate of Officers: Lynn Antisdel and Christy 
Blake, Co-Presidents; Lane Ross, Treasur-
er; Jody Hoevel, Recording Secretary; Pat 
Menge, Corresponding Secretary
Social Activities: Starting to work on Con-
vention 2020 – so Be of Good Cheer and join 
us in Fort Wayne June 26-28, 2020.
Chapter News: No new members initiated 
this year 
We were saddened by the loss of long-time 
Pi member, Charlotte Trenary, at the end of 
April. We observed a moment of silence in her 
honor before we sang our national song at the 
installation of our 2019-2020 officers. Char-
lotte always led us as we sang and her voice, 
leadership and smile will be sorely missed.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: New proj-
ect – Wine tasting and dinner at Club Soda, 
where we learned about different wines as 
they were paired with different courses of our 
delicious dinner.
Saying so long to cheeseballs after this year. 
Unfortunately, the time has come to say good-
bye to our cheeseball project. Rising costs and 
the desire to keep our prices reasonable have 
made it unprofitable for us to keep going.
Garage sale – Lynn Antisdel and her com-
mittee set up another great garage sale at the 
end of the sorority year. We all know nothing 
makes a better garage sale than members 
cleaning out their (or their parents’) houses. 
We had bargains galore and the sisters of Pi 
worked hard unloading, unpacking and set-
ting up for the sale at our meeting the Monday 
before the sale. Not only did our sale benefit 
our charity fund for next year, but it also 
benefited the Salvation Army when they came 
and picked up all of the bargains left over at 
the end of the sale. Time to start saving items 
for next year’s sale.

RHO
Angola, Indiana

22 Members
First Monday
June 16, 1916

Slate of Officers: Laura Taylor, President; 
Kassie Beck, Vice-President; Nancy Mc-
Bride, Recording Secretary; Lynn Chandler, 
Treasurer; Jenny Sanborn, Corresponding 
Secretary; Donna Brown, Conductress; Julie 
Clary, Advisor
Social Activities: Everyone was anxious for 
June to arrive and better weather for the lakes, 
we had a great time revealing secret sisters. 
We met at Wendy Zent’s home for our fall 
meeting “Welcome Back,” and made plans for 
the coming months. We all helped to make 
the Halloween trail in Fremont enjoyable 
by bringing treats and candies for over 800 
children attending.
Secret sisters were drawn in June for the year, 
and it is so much fun each meeting to see how 
everyone tries to surprise their sister. Our fall 
social was held at Sutton’s Deli in downtown 

Treasurer; Stefanie Crawford, Correspond-
ing Secretary; Lori Satchwill, Pioneer Fes-
tival Treasurer; Kay Stine, Conductress; 
Mandy Stephenson, Advisor
Social Activities: We had another great and 
successful year. Our first few months always 
seem very busy as we have our two big fund-
raisers all before November. Our Pioneer 
Festival that we host in September was an-
other success. This year we made some layout 
changes to the festival and brought back the 
children’s parade. For our cheeseball fund-
raiser, we outsourced the mixing of the cheese 
and made record time getting all the balls 
made and orders processed. In December, 
we enjoyed a Christmas party at a member’s 
house where we had a fun time playing games 
and participating in a gift exchange.
Chapter News: Unfortunately, this year we 
did not accept any new members. We also 
honored our PIX Sister of the Year, Bethany 
Stoffel, for all her hard work and dedication to 
the sorority. She has followed in her mother’s 
footsteps and has become a vital part of our 
group. We definitely had a year with ups and 
downs, and it is with sadness in our hearts 
that we had to say goodbye unexpectedly to 
our sister, Emily Teusch. The sorority created 
a new scholarship in her memory and will 
always remember the legacy she left in our 
community. As this year comes to a close, we 
look forward to another busy and rewarding 
year sharing friendship, laughter and service 
for our community!
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Our 42nd 
annual Forks of the Wabash Pioneer Festival 
was held in September. This festival, along 
with the selling of cheeseballs in October, is 
our main source of raising funds to give back 
to the community. We have inactive members 
return and college students who have been 
awarded scholarships help at these two events. 
We also decorated a Christmas tree at the 
annual Forks of the Wabash Christmas Tree 
Festival for the 12th year. Once again, this 
Christmas we adopted three local families 
to buy Christmas gifts for, and we turned in 
our gifts at our Christmas Party meeting. In 
April, our scholarship committee met and 
awarded area college students with scholar-
ships to help make their further education 
successful. In February, we held our 8th an-
nual story and craft time at a local library. We 
also began collecting canned goods at each 
meeting throughout the year to be donated 
to Love Inc., a local organization.

ALPHA DELTA
Decatur, Indiana

10 Members
Fourth Tuesday
May 23, 1922

Slate of Officers: Claudia Gimbel, President; 
Abby Dyer, Vice President; Mary Workinger, 
Recording Secretary; Lisa Kiess, Correspond-
ing Secretary; Nan Nidlinger, Treasurer; 
Kim Brune, Conductress
The Alpha Delta Chapter welcomed Kelly 
Drake as a new member. She is an enthusi-
astic contributor to our organization as we 
plan for the future. We began the year with 
representatives attending the Decatur Sculp-
ture Tour kickoff. We met prominent sculp-

Angola in their newly renovated community 
room, a great time was had by all. Our Christ-
mas party at Bev Van Westen’s home was so 
much good food, and playing the unwrap the 
gift covered with saran wrap and our hands 
in the kitchen mitts. Due to harsh winter 
no meeting in January, but February took 
us to Nancy’s and we all enjoyed getting out 
again and being together. We had two guests, 
future prospects. The March meeting was 
held at Jenny’s house located at Kellygreen 
Drive, very fitting for all the Irish. We had a 
speaker from the Angola Quilt Shop, she is 
going to bring retreats to the area for quilters. 
She showed us some beautiful work. The 
April meeting took us to the Steuben County 
Humane Shelter and we all brought items 
for them to use in the facility. We had a visit 
from our Northeast District Officer, Sandie 
Carlson, we enjoyed having her and the tips 
on moneymaking she gave us.
Chapter News: We have been very active 
adding four new members, and getting bet-
ter publicity in our local newspaper. We are 
trying to bring peace and friendship to all our 
members and past members, become more 
aware of community needs. A great year 
under the leadership of our officers.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: We have 
continued our collecting cotton rags, pie sales, 
and making our great cheese spreads to sell 
at the fall festivals and craft shows in the 
area. The Walking Tacos during the Septem-
ber Cruise In was a great success and all the 
fundraisers have helped our Treasury. A new 
project this year was selling Dip Mixes, which 
went over well.
A very busy year in our community we vol-
unteer for Trine University as ushers at the 
Furth Center Concerts, many of us enjoy the 
concerts, too.
We donated to Hendry Park school for Camp 
Rhino and a few sisters volunteer there.
The sponsorship of Hornet Star Squad was a 
lot of fun providing shirts, hats, and sparkles 
for the cheerleaders and players in basketball. 
The Fort Wayne Philharmonic Pops concert 
at Pokagon State Park was a huge success. We 
made a memorial donation for Tiffany Keys, 
who helped us organize our Angola-Oply 
game. The stained glass window at the library 
was repaired and put back on display. The 
local high school was assisted with the help 
of clothing for needy students. Dr. Gabel’s 
project, Indiana Deaf Camp, and Lake James 
Christian Camp for Deaf all received monies, 
too. Paws with a Cause for assisting dogs.
We voted to start a fund at the Steuben County 
Community Foundation so that it can grow 
and help us to fund a scholarship at the schools. 
The Turning Point shelter for the homeless 
was helped with a donation  and also the Well 
Child Clinic.

PHI
Huntington, Indiana

32 Members
First Monday
July 26, 1920

Slate of Officers: Bethany Stoffel, President; 
Heather Clampitt, Vice President; Amanda 
Curry, Recording Secretary; Judy Johnson, 
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Wells County Public library for their summer 
reading program, Wells County Historical 
Society. We concluded our year with a very 
successful Basket/Bag bingo on April 29. We 
really enjoy helping out our community and 
hope to continue all endeavors and look for 
more ways to help out those less fortunate 
about us.

ALPHA RHO
Garrett, Indiana

14 Members
First Monday
August 1926

Slate of Officers: Stacey Sweet, President; 
Suzanne Overbay, Vice President; Jan Mer-
rill, Recording Secretary; Cynthia Streicher, 
Corresponding Secretary; Carla Holbrook, 
Treasurer; Michelle Snyder, Conductress
Social Activities: Alpha Rho begins every 
meeting night with a supper furnished by that 
meeting’s hostess and two other members—a 
good opportunity to share news and plans. In 
November we welcomed all of our honorary 
members to join us for dinner. Afterwards 
we had a fun auction of Christmas items each 
person donated to raise money for our Christ-
mas Adopt-a-Family. Our annual Christmas 
party was held at T&T Junction in Garrett. 
We were treated to music sung by Jensen Sny-
der, the very talented daughter of one of our 
members, and enjoyed spending time with 
each other and honorary members.
Chapter News: Our literary meeting was held 
in March at the Eckhart Public Library, which 
experienced a fire in 2018 resulting in dev-
astating damage. During the tour much was 
learned about the library’s history as well as 
the plans for its future and the progress that 
has been made toward its future re-opening. 
A donation was made to the library at the end 
of the tour. After 49 years Eta Xi chapter in our 
neighboring community of Auburn decided 
to disband due to declining membership.  
Alpha Rho extended an invitation for any 
of those members to transfer to our chapter 
and we welcomed four to our roster: Doneata 
Fritz, Sharon Hummer, Cathy Smith, and Sue 
Simpson. We are looking forward to a celebra-
tion honoring Sharon and Cathy, who reached  
the milestone of 50 active years in 2019.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: St. Mar-
tins, a local clothes closet, is an ongoing re-
cipient of monthly donations from members, 
including blankets and pillows, toilet paper, 
shampoo and deodorant, feminine products 
and diapers, and toothpaste and toothbrushes. 
Another monthly donation is baskets filled 
with books, crayons, color books, and other 
learning activities to the local Head Start 
program. In February several members made 
valentines for the residents of our local nurs-
ing home. Hot chocolate and cookies were 
donated to the Garrett Library’s annual “Good 
Night Garrett” in March. The annual City 
of Garrett Easter egg hunt organized by our 
chapter was held at Eastside Park on April 
13. Four age groups were invited to gather 
filled eggs. Afterwards goody bags and tickets 
were distributed for drawings for tricycles, 
bicycles, and a grand prize of a wagon filled 
with games and candy. We solicited many 
donations of prizes, money, etc., from local 

tors and interacted with community leaders 
and artists. We also financially support this 
popular event. Our socials throughout the 
year included a fun night at Monster Pizza, 
a local restaurant that plays vintage monster 
movies while dining. We also met for shop-
ping at Berne, Indiana, during the Christmas 
season. Yoga lessons were given following one 
of our meetings. This was enjoyed by all as a 
healthy activity and stress reducer. Our local 
hospital provided the instructor. 
Our group also participated in Christmas 
caroling and bell ringing for the Salvation 
Army. Our membership Christmas party was 
a wonderful gathering to renew our friend-
ships and blessings. 
The cheeseball fundraiser once again allowed 
us to fund scholarships to students in the com-
munity. We are proud to support these young 
people in their endeavors. We also donated to 
many organizations in our community. 
We continue to discuss new fundraising ideas 
and plan for the future of our Chapter. We 
hope to add even more members to share in 
our sisterhood as we find the support and 
encouragement to be a valuable component 
in our lives.

ALPHA ETA
Bluffton, Indiana

12 Members
Second Monday

October 19, 1923
Slate of Officers: Liz Moser and Nancy Wag-
ner, Co-Presidents; Julie Holte, Treasurer; 
Dawn Allison, Recording Secretary; Jenny 
Peterson, Corresponding Secretary; Sheila 
Kleinknight, Conductress; Jennifer Bulte-
meier, Advisor
We had a very busy and productive year work-
ing towards our goals through our projects. 
We donated to many community groups as well 
as funding three local county high school 
scholarships and one college scholarship. In Sep-
tember we made approximately 900 cheese-
balls. Our dedicated hard working members 
and volunteers did a great job! In December 
we hosted opening weekend at the historical 
museum for the Christmas season. We deco-
rated a tree there in celebration of our 95th 
anniversary. We hosted the festival of wreaths 
at the Creative Arts Center. We sold flower 
punch cards at a local florist. We contributed 
to the Wells Community Theatre, Family 
Centered Services, Creative Arts Council Mu-
sic on the Patio, Creative Arts Council who 
purchased a Clavinova with some of the funds 
to use in performances, YMCA Dream Team, 

businesses. Our chapter assisted with the Ju-
nior and Senior High National Honor Society 
initiations including a rose for each student 
and refreshments.
Two successful fundraisers were added to 
our always popular homemade cheeseballs 
– pulled pork sandwiches and cake rolls. A 
member’s husband and brother-in-law shared 
their prizewinning skills making the pulled 
pork sandwiches, which were sold with cole-
slaw and applesauce. Our new members (for-
merly from Eta Xi) shared their cake roll 
project with us. The cake roll orders were so 
successful in the Fall that another order was 
placed before Easter. Our tried and true High’s 
BBQ chicken sale ended our fundraising ef-
forts in May. Fundraisers enable our chapter 
to make many donations, including a $500 
scholarship for a graduating senior, towards 
Science Fairs at several local elementary and 
middle schools, as well as to the Garrett En-
core and Choir Boosters for their Railroader 
Rush Show Choir Invitational. A local child 
received a full scholarship to the Indiana Deaf 
Camp for a week in the Summer of 2019.

BETA EPSILON
Mentone, Indiana

16 members
First Tuesday

September 7, 1929
Slate of Officers: Stephanie Bibler, Presi-
dent; Angie Burkhart, Vice-President; Mar-
sha Scott, Treasurer; Jill Gross, Recording 
Secretary; Janet Marner, Corresponding 
Secretary; Debi McFadden, Conductress; 
Sherill Hamman, Advisor
The Beta Epsilon chapter enjoyed another 
busy year. Our fundraisers kept us busy dur-
ing football and basketball seasons by selling 
food during the home games. This has been a 
great fundraiser for us! And of course there is 
the “making of the cheese balls” that has been 
a long time tradition.  We also worked in a 
bake sale at one of our local fish fries.
Our main social outing was our Christmas 
party held at the home of one of our members. 
Each member brought toys to be donated to 
our local food bank. We are trying to add 
more social events to our schedule but with 
everyone so busy, it’s sometimes difficult to 
work in some fun.
Our donations are very similar to years past as 
we do have our favorites! We sponsored some 
of the local elementary students to attend a 
play and dinner at Amish Acres, donated to 
Mentone Elementary Library for Young Hoo-
sier Books, awarded a college scholarship for 
a local student, donated to Ronald McDonald 
House, Hear Indiana, our local Lawrence D. 
Bell Aircraft Museum, and the Beaman Home 
(for abused women and children). We are 
also helping a local student with a scholar-
ship to Camp Mack. We made a donation to 
Riley Children’s Hospital through our county 
foundation.  This was done during Riley Days 
at our local radio station, WRSW. Half the 
money collected goes to the hospital and half 
stays in Kosciusko County to help families 
with Riley kids for travel and food expenses. 
We recently added a couple new donations to 
two charity golf tournaments. These tourna-
ments both have special connections to our 

Alpha Delta ladies attending the Decatur Sculpture 
Tour kickoff
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chapter and are worthy causes.
Sadly, we ended our year holding a memo-
rial service for an honorary retired member, 
Iris Dickerhoff. Most of our members have 
memories of her that includes lots of laughter. 
Iris was a member for 37 years.
We are all looking forward to another prom-
ising year and maybe planning something 
special for our 90th anniversary later this fall.

BETA RHO
Goshen, Indiana

15 members
Second Thursday
January 18, 1935

Slate of Officers: Nicole Cross, President; 
Beth Kreuter, Vice-President; Angel Lin-
ville, Recording Secretary; Christy Cordell, 
Treasurer; Leslie Rodgers-Buck, Correspond-
ing Secretary; Amy Welling, Conductress/
Historian
Social Activities: We started off the 2018/19 
year in May by having a celebratory dinner at a 
local steak house. In the month of November, 
a handful of ladies met and went shopping for 
gifts to donate to the local Cancer Center. We 
had a great time and many laughs in the stores. 
Chapter News: We are a very small group 
at this point, but excited to get some new 
members and share in the sisterhood we have 
with each other.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: In the 
month of July, we held our biggest event. We 
participated in the Elkhart County 4-H Fair 
by selling pizzas. It is a nine day event which 
takes a lot of time to coordinate, but the 
amount of fun and enthusiasm we display gets 
us excited for the coming year. In the month of 
December, we decided to give money to local 
charities: Soup of Success, Salvation Army, 
Faith Mission, The Window, and a donation 
of puzzle books to the Cancer Center. Our 
second biggest fundraiser is in March. We 
held a Quarter Paddle auction in which we 
had a blast. We were able to not only raise 
money, but we featured kids providing music 
to our guests.

GAMMA ZETA
Ossian, Indiana

9 Members
Third Monday

March 17, 1945
Slate of Officers: Joan Furey, President; 
Karen Gerbers, Secretary; Jeannette Dickey, 
Treasurer; Jeani Klaus, Conductress
Social Activities: Our Gamma Zeta sisters 
kicked off 2018-2019 with an English Tea 
Party in honor of the upcoming British wed-
ding of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle. 
An Hawaiian theme party was planned by 
Jeani Klaus followed by a business meeting 
in August. We enjoyed a picnic in July at 
Joan Furey’s following a business meeting. In 
September, we enjoyed Super Salad Septem-
ber where members brought salad toppings 
followed by our business meeting hosted by 
Lynette Esslinger. We made our cheeseballs 
during the first week in October to sell at our 
basket bingo. A large thank you to Jeannette 
Dickey for chairing this project! In October, 
we hosted a Longaberger/Thirty-One Bag 

bingo and we had a short meeting following 
it. Salute to Karen Gerbers who puts in many 
hours to make this event look so effortless! 
In November, we planned our two Christmas 
trees to be put up in Hometown Christmas 
and Wells County Historical Museum and 
brainstormed ways to sell our cheeseballs. 
In December, we put up the trees, planned a 
Christmas party for a group home, and toured 
an author’s home (Twila Patterson) to see all 
her decorated trees. She does it to raise money 
and awareness to Special Olympics. People 
leave a check on the first tree decorated by 
the door. We don’t meet in January or June. 
Our anniversary party was made very special 
by Kathy Clark who invited many friends to 
celebrate with us. In April, we and enjoyed 
spending some of our money on community 
projects and reflected on our year.
Chapter News: Our club is actively involved 
with the Ossian Park Board making plans 
to build an amphitheater. We are waiting 
on news of our approval of a grant from the 
federal government. Last month we approved 
Lynette Esslinger’s letter in going alumnae. 
We appreciate her 12 years of membership.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: We helped 
to support IN Deaf Camp, Special Olym-
pics, Family Centered Services, Norwell Show 
Choir, summer Library reading program, gave 
two $500 scholarships, and Hear Indiana. We 
applied for two Thrivant grants and were able 
to purchase diapers and clothing for Wells 
County foster kids and the Closet (Family 
Centered Services).

ZETA THETA
Niles, Michigan

15 Members
Second Wednesday
February 14, 1959

Over the summer our group was responsible 
for one of the “movies in the park.” A few 
members got together and helped pass out gift 
items that were with the theme of the movie 
that our local theater shows on the back of the 
theater. September is our busy month with 
the Apple festival, where we not only are in 
charge of over 125 crafters, but we also sell our 
famous sweet and spicy pickles. November we 
sold cheese balls for the very first time and 
had moderate success, enough to try it again 
next year. We also sold our pickles at several 
craft shows. December we had a very nice 
dinner out at one of our favorite restaurants 
and had a sock exchange. Our members were 
busy volunteering at the Hunter Ice Festival 
in January and we celebrated our 65th anni-
versary in February. March we had a special 
meeting about taking care of ourselves and 
April we initiated three new members. We 
will be finishing the year with installation 
of officers in May and a fun and relaxing 
picnic in June and several members are ex-
cited about attending National Convention in 
French Lick. We even have one of our brand 
new members joining us. On a side note, our 
founding president that started the very first 
Zeta Theta passed away in January. While 
she wasn’t an active member for awhile, she 
always was very supportive of our group and 
made many donations throughout the years. 
Mary Flynn will be missed.

ETA ZETA
Nappanee, Indiana

25 Members
Second Thursday

May 7, 1967
Slate of Officers: Pam Lechlitner, Presi-
dent; Anna Huff, Vice President; Marie 
Kinney, Corresponding Secretary; Carla 
Hand, Recording Secretary; Donna Pers-
ing, Treasurer; Donna Persing, Gaming 
Treasurer; Tonya Beehler, Project Chair; 
Dawn Morey, Advisor
Social Activities: We started our year off with 
a carry-in dinner at member Donna Persing’s 
home. It is always well attended with many 
yummy dishes. In the fall we gathered for 
a chili and dessert cook-off. We have many 
talented cooks! This winter we gathered for 
a delicious breakfast at C&C Breakfast Co. 
which is owned by one of our members, Staci 
Flickinger. After breakfast we had our annual 
gift exchange. We also participated in our 
town’s holiday parade Miracles at Main and 
Market where we spread the word about our 
local chapter. In the spring we enjoyed a wine 
tasting hosted by member Amy Martin. The 
table was filled with meats, cheeses and fruits 
to pair with the different wines.
Chapter News: We were fortunate enough 
to initiate four new members and excited 
to report that we will be initiating four new 
members in the next year. We look forward 
to another year under the leadership of Anna 
Huff serving and laughing together as Psi 
Iota Sisters!
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: In No-
vember we hosted our 9th annual Black Cat 
Ball for local programs that promote wellness. 
It was one of our most profitable years to 
date! Also, in November is our annual House 
of Holly event. This year’s event was hosted 
by member Staci Flickinger in her beautiful 
home. We sell our famous cheeseballs and 
serve refreshments during the auction. We 
decided to try something new and included 
online bidding for the events. The results 
were amazing! We are proud to have hosted 
a bingo event to benefit a little girl from our 
community that was born with Gastroschisis. 
We also raffled off Chicago Cubs tickets and 
had donations from the community. It was 
amazing to see so many members of the 
community come to our biggest bingo event 
yet! In the spring we sell plants and flowers. 
Throughout the year we also volunteered at 
our local Apple Festival and blood drives for 
the Red Cross, as well as helped wrap Christ-
mas gifts at the Boys and Girls Club.

ETA OMICRON
Kalamazoo, Michigan

19 Members
First & Third Wednesday

April 27, 1969
Slate of Officers: Val Aris, President; Kris-
tin Hammond, Vice President; Kim Rusk, 
Recording Secretary; Brenda Orwig, Cor-
responding Secretary; Sandy Thompson, 
Treasurer; Mary Rusk, Conductress
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Social Activities: The sisters of Eta Omicron 
will be joyfully celebrating our 50th anni-
versary on May 16! Through the years, the 
chapter has steadfastly supported the needs of 
the Kalamazoo community and beyond and 
hope to continue to do so in the future. Our 
social activities included an evening painting 
wooden signs at Make Studio, as well as our 
Bingo playing fun with the clients at Michi-
gan Blind Rehab. On April 20, we hosted the 
spring luncheon at Martell’s in Kalamazoo 
with the Love Gift going to the Seita Scholars 
program at Western Michigan University. A 
counselor and two students from the program 
shared some very interesting facts about the 
program and verified how our support is so 
vital and greatly appreciated! We were very 
fortunate to have so many of our sisters from 
Midland, Grand Rapids and Niles join us, 
as well as special guests Connie McDaniel, 
Pat Menge, Rhonda McNall-Crisenbery and 
Heather Mitchell.
Chapter News: On May 19, we helped our 
chapter’s matriarch, Louella Bradley, celebrate 
her 95th birthday, and she is still going strong! 
Our chapter’s soon to be member is Jessica 
Lucas, joining us from Ann Arbor. An inac-
tive member achieved her goal of becoming a 
licensed Speech Language Pathologist.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Fall fund-
raising in 2018 began with cheese ball sales at 
several local arts & crafts shows, poinsettia 
sales and our Roll & Stroll for Better Hearing 
event benefiting the Constance Brown Hear-
ing Centers. For this event, we were fortunate 
to have very generous businesses provide us 
with outstanding prizes that were part of our 
silent auction packages. Surprisingly, this year 
we “left them wanting more,” with 800 cheese 
balls sold!!! We shall see if we can match that 
in the 2019-2020 season. Philanthropically, we 
were able to provide outreach at Thanksgiv-
ing, Christmas and Valentine’s Day to Seita 
Scholars and the Portage Community Center.

ETA SIGMA
Grand Rapids, Michigan

11 Members
Second Monday
May 23, 1970

Slate of Officers: Karen Snide, President; 
Pat Leonard, Vice President/Correspond-
ing Secretary; Marty Gregorski, Recording 
Secretary; Char Holcomb, Treasurer; Mary 
Bremer, Conductress
Social Activities: Our Eta Sigma sisters con-
tinued our tradition of gathering for a sum-
mer cookout hosted by a member enhanced 
by the beauty of her floral gardens, yard art 
and landscaping. Each September we com-
mence our meeting with a potluck dinner and 
share updates. We feature an equally enjoyable 
potluck dinner in May. Our December meet-
ing was held again at Pietro’s Italian Restau-
rant which showcased pasta house specialties 
and Italian desserts. Several of our Eta Sigma 
sisters attend plays presented by area theater 
groups and professional productions and mu-
sical performances, both professional and by 
organizations we support. Many also socialize 
on game nights featuring bunco which also 
serves as a fundraiser.
Chapter News: When our state association 
disbanded, the four remaining Michigan chap-
ters decided to stay connected by taking turns 

hosting a luncheon in the spring. The host of 
the luncheon gets to choose a project in their 
community and the other three chapters make 
a “Love Gift” donation towards it.
Based on abilities and availability, many of 
our members contribute their time and tal-
ents to various community-based services or 
institutions including assistance at a resale 
store, ushers for civic theater, an early child-
hood center, Odyssey of the Mind, elementary 
school reading mentor, musical performance 
group and hospitals. We support one another 
and value our friendships. By choosing to 
serve each other and many needs within our 
community, Eta Sigma sisters continue to 
challenge themselves intellectually, morally 
and socially.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: We en-
joyed a very successful sales season of our 
homemade cheese balls, our primary source 
of revenue. Additionally, we sold almond 
pastries and candy and nut products from 
Koeze’s, a well-known Grand Rapids retailer. 
Our chapter also generates revenue from staff-
ing a Spring and Fall Parade of Homes in 
greater Grand Rapids.
As members of Eta Sigma, we support com-
munity organizations which emulate Psi Iota 
Xi’s mission through programs and services 
which have a direct impact and benefit our 
community. We provide financial support 
and donate items to organizations that focus 
on speech and hearing, literacy, visual and 
performing arts and music. Additionally, we 
assist at their special events, donor mailings 
and fund raisers. Organizations we provided 
funds to this past year include: Arts in Motion, 
Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services, Speech 
Clinic of Calvin College, Camp Shout Out!, 
Girls Choral Academy, Children’s Advocacy 
Center, Paws with a Cause, Grand Rapids 
Equine Therapy, Mind Meets Music, Master 
Arts Theater and the PIX Long Term Project.

THETA THETA
Fort Wayne, Indiana

22 Members
Second Tuesday

September 10, 1971
Slate of Officers: Dee Burkhalter and Rhonda 
McNall-Crisenbery, Co-Presidents; Claire 
Winfree, Vice President; Cathy Gamez, Cor-
responding Secretary; Rebecca Neild, Re-
cording Secretary; Dee Nelson and Connie 
Frederick, Co-Treasurers; Angela Schro-
eder, Conductress; Cheri Duncan, Advisor
The sisters of Theta Theta celebrated our 47th 
year anniversary.  It has been a very busy and 
exciting year. We are a very fortunate chapter, 
having devoted and caring members who 
look forward to meeting the needs of our 
community.
We are a co-sponsor since 1974 of the Johnny 
Appleseed Festival which is our main fund-
raiser. We host a large food tent and a small 
drink stand to help support our many com-
munity charities. Additional fundraisers are 
selling holiday greens, Yankee Candles, and 
our purse auction along with our Style Show.   
The Style Show attendees enjoyed lunch and 
door prizes. We had several of the Theta 
Theta sisters that modeled the spring outfits 

Eta Omicron Christmas meeting

Eta Omicron sisters celebrated founding member 
Louella Bradley’s 95th birthday.

A counselor and two students from the Seita 
Scholars program at Western Michigan University 
(pictured center) shared their experiences with the 
Michigan Luncheon attendees. Luncheon host Eta 
Omicron’s Love Gift went to support this incredible 
educational program. National Council members in 
attendance, left to right, were National Conductress 
Rhonda McNall-Crisenbery, National Vice President 
Pat Menge, Northeast District Officer Sandie 
Carlson, National Editor Heather Mitchell, and 
National President Connie McDaniel.

Eta Omicron supports the Seita Scholars in many 
ways throughout the school year, including 
delivering special suckers for Valentine’s Day.
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which were provided by J. Jill. We also raffled 
off baskets, most of which were donated by 
chapter members.
We also provide volunteer hours at several 
of our community organizations and as a 
group give donations to various charities on 
a monthly basis.
At the April meeting we awarded Rebecca 
Neild as Psi Ote of the Year for all her hard 
work and commitment to our chapter. Our 
new officers where installed and we are look-
ing forward to another productive year. We 
would also like to recognize three of our sis-
ters for their years of service: Ginny Smith (40 
years), Cheri Duncan (20 years), and Rhonda 
McNall-Crisenbery (20 years).

THETA KAPPA
Edon, Ohio

11 Members
Second Monday
March 5, 1972

Slate of Officers: Jamie Schaffter, President; 
Angie Runyan, Vice President; Sandie Carl-
son, Treasurer; Jacque Radabaugh, Record-
ing and Corresponding Secretary; Marie 
Wolff, Conductress; Lynne Nofziger, Advisor
Social Activities: As we close on our 47th year 
as a chapter, we can enjoy a feeling of pride 
that we have again successfully kept the values 
of PIX going strong in our small community. 
Social activities are always a nice reward for 
the hard work put in at our meetings and 
events. Our formal monthly meetings are held 
at the local library, which minimizes stress or 
obligation to host meetings, but don’t be sur-
prised when I say we still occasionally wander 
off agenda and turn our meetings into mini 
social events! In December, we celebrated the 
Christmas season together at Mad Anthony’s 
in Auburn. Our wonderful dinner was fol-
lowed by a creative gift card exchange and we 
wore our Ugly Christmas Sweaters too. For 
Founder’s Day, we enjoyed a nice dinner at 6 
Autumns in Angola. We enjoyed each other’s 
company while discussing a few things on 
the upcoming agenda and shared the current 
happenings going on in our home lives.
Chapter News: We have remained a support-
ive and close knit group through the ups and 
downs of life in our sorority and community 
this year. We initiated four new members last 
May. We had to say goodbye to an honor-
ary retired member, Paula Kramer, last year. 
Through many donations in her memory we 
are able to give a scholarship in her name to 
a graduating senior who is continuing their 
schooling in the field of music. These events 
make us really stop and truly be thankful for 
the positives in our lives. We are confident 
that the good always outweighs the bad. Our 
focus in the 2019-2020 year is to continue to 
be a close knit group of supportive sisters and 
warmly welcome our three newly initiated 
members into our sorority.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: The sis-
ters of Theta Kappa feel confident that our giv-
ing was well used and our time was well spent 
with a strong focus on art, literature, and music 
in our community. This year we continued our 
new event titled Women’s Empowerment. This 
year we had Connie Brigle, a retired paramedic, 

talk to us about child and adult CPR. We had 
two local women to talk to us about DoTerra 
Oils. We also had our local chiropractor discuss 
some of his new services at his office. It gives 
us great joy to assist in meeting the needs of 
our community and it’s just one of the reasons 
we put heartfelt effort into our fundraisers 
and events.
Our most successful annual fundraiser, Basket 
and Purse Bingo, is held each November. As 
always, it was a group effort and this year we 
were under the guidance of Angie. She made 
some changes and nearly doubled ticket sales! 
In December, it is a joy to spoil our commu-
nity senior citizens by distributing gift bags 
filled with useful goodies that they always 
seem to enjoy. Annually, in April, we also give 
back to our community senior citizen group 
by recognizing their birthdays and anniver-
saries with a small gift. This year we gifted 
them with Edon Dairy Treat coupons—who 
doesn’t love ice cream?! To celebrate Easter 
as a community, we organize an egg hunt for 
the children of our community and each child 
receives a small basket of goodies. The egg 
hunt is funded by our wonderful community 
sponsors. This year we held it in our Com-
munity Building due to RAIN!!! Each June, we 
hold our annual community garage sale fund-
raiser. In August, our community celebrates 
Edon Days and this is when we organize the 
community parade. Yearly, we also donate 
time and money to several other community 
organizations such as books for the public li-
brary giveaways, school poetry contest, canned 
goods to the food pantry, flowers for the park, 
The Cincinnati Children’s Hearing Aid Trust, 
high school senior scholarships, a full tuition 
scholarship for 4-H camp, and a donation to 
PIX long term project. We are proud to say 
our Theta Kappa Sisters are frequently active 
at school concession stands, D.A.R.E. Camp, 
4-H projects, band boosters, parents club, and 
other areas of need in our community. This 
summer we are continuing our support of the 
community children summer lunch program.

THETA TAU
Midland, Michigan

18 Members
Third Tuesday

June 1974
Slate of Officers: Michele Gunkelman, Presi-
dent; Sharla Paolucci, Vice President; San-
dra Casey, Recording Secretary; Kristine 
Szeszulski, Corresponding Secretary; Mary 
Spadafore, Treasurer; Cathy Jacobs, Con-
ductress
Social Activities: Continuing with our tradi-
tion, Theta Tau sisters enjoy connecting with 
each other while assisting other organizations. 
We are involved in so many areas! One of our 
sisters participated in a grueling bike ride for 
MS in inclement weather. Another sister is 
involved with cancer services as a survivor, 
and another works with the Legacy Center 
(literacy). How proud we were to have a sister’s 
gorgeous garden featured on the Reece En-
deavor’s Garden Walk (providing housing for 
individuals with special needs)! We are also 
involved in our volunteer work as ushers and 
at the concessions stand of a local community 
theater and Run for Your Heart. Included in 

each meeting is a FUN activity which includes 
information about the founding of Psi Iota Xi 
and historical sorority facts!
Chapter News: This year, we have welcomed 
a number of guests to our meetings and we 
hope they’ll choose to join our chapter. By 
having several meetings in public spaces and 
hosting speakers from various organizations, 
we are increasing our visibility in the commu-
nity. Our March Salad Supper is the event we 
all look forward to!  It is our way to acquaint 
possible new members to our chapter and 
Psi Iota Xi. We support each other in many 
ways with the life challenges we face. Rides 
to meetings and medical appointments have 
been provided as well as a luncheon “send-
off ” for our oldest member who was relocat-
ing to another area of the state to be closer to 
family. While we await the impending birth 
of a sister’s first grandchild, we are providing 
food and support to a sister who recently lost 
her son. We are proud to celebrate our 45th 
anniversary of our chapter!
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: 2,117 cheese-
balls, made from scratch by sisters, family 
members, and friends, give us the opportunity 
to connect while having a personal hand in 
providing funds for our various charities. We 
are grateful to have the use of a local school 
kitchen and cafeteria and have made new 
friends there! We are fortunate to be able to 
use the funds we raise from our chapter White 
Elephant nights, jewelry making session, Am-
azon Smile, and Kroger to supplement our 
budget. We chose the Saginaw Rescue Mission 
for our personal donations this past Christ-
mas. We so enjoyed choosing and purchasing 
items to help sustain our neighbors using the 
Mission! As an ongoing project, we donate 
card fronts to St. Jude’s Ranch monthly. We 
were able to provide books to a new teacher 
in a Hearing Impaired classroom and one 
of our sisters was able to witness the excite-
ment of the students! Our speech and hearing 
month bookmarks are eagerly awaited and 
shared throughout mid-Michigan and with 
the Zeta Theta chapter in Niles, MI. We were 
able to hear first-hand about how our Love 
Gift to the Pediatric Center of Mid-Michigan 
provided necessary curriculum materials for 
the autism spectrum social skills groups held 
over the summer. We continue to support 
dedicated projects like our community the-
aters, women’s shelters, Central Michigan 
University Speech and Hearing summer camp 
scholarships, and many more.

“The thing to do, it seems 
to me, is to prepare yourself 
so you can be a rainbow in 
somebody else’s cloud.”
– Maya Angelou
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ORTHWEST DISTRICT

NORTHWEST DISTRICT CHAPTERS:
Chi, Brookston, IN ....................................... 1921
Alpha Xi, Logansport, IN ............................. 1925
Beta Alpha, Flora, IN ................................... 1928
Beta Xi, Crown Point, IN ............................. 1934
Beta Psi, Delphi, IN* ................................... 1939
Gamma Beta, Remington, IN ...................... 1941
Gamma Kappa, Brook, IN .................. 1949-2019
Gamma Sigma, South Bend, IN ................... 1953
Gamma Upsilon, Wolcott, IN ....................... 1955
Delta Zeta, Lafayette, IN ............................ 1940
Eta Gamma, Valparaiso, IN ......................... 1966
Eta Eta, LaPorte, IN ..................................... 1967
Eta Mu, Rochester, IN ................................. 1968
Eta Nu, Rensselaer, IN* ............................... 1969
Theta Delta, Bremen, IN ............................. 1971
Theta Iota, Monticello, IN ........................... 1971
Iota Zeta, Knox, IN ...................................... 1980
Iota Xi, Winamac, IN ................................... 1996

*Chapter also has an Auxiliary Chapter

Total Community Outreach .........................................................$ 62,579.20
Total Speech and Hearing ...........................................................$ 28,673.63
Total Music ................................................................................$ 29,483.33
Total Fine Arts ............................................................................$ 15,732.20
Total Literature/Literacy ..............................................................$ 16,352.35

From cheese balls to Bacon Fest, pocketbook bingo to a mom 
and son pool party, from fresh baked cookies to chocolate 
covered Easter eggs…these are a few of the ways the North-
west District contributed $152,820.71 this year! With 18 
chapters and 322 members, your per capita contribution 
was $525.16! CONGRATULATIONS!
The Sisters who Dance together and who support your local 
schools and communities with scholarships, projects and 
donations in Art, Music, Speech & Hearing, and Literature 
truly ROCK! With each chapter visit, phone call or email, 
the connection with your communities are amazing. Psi Iota 
Xi chapters do so much, donating much needed funds and 
helping those less fortunate. Your work is evident and I am 
so very proud of your work and all you do.
The challenge for each chapter to find two new members 
each year is a necessity to keep the Chapters growing! New 
members bring with them new friendships and new ideas. 
We need this growth to keep Psi Iota Xi strong and success-
ful for future years.

As your District Officer the past two years, I have enjoyed 
meeting each of you at your meetings, at State Day and at Na-
tional Convention. I have been able to attend the installation 
of two NEW Chapters, with a total of three Chapters being 
installed during my two-year term. I feel very privileged to 
be a part of those New Beginnings of PIX.
I am not continuing another term, due to a family illness that 
threw a little curve in my family’s life. All is well for now, but 
I didn’t feel I could devote the time to the DO position that 
it needed, with the additional time needed with my family. I 
have learned so very much from my experience and time on 
National Council, and have made so many lifelong friends 
along the way. If you ever have the opportunity to become 
a District Officer, step outside your comfort zone and say 
yes. You might be very surprised with what that door might 
open for you.
This year I have danced my way through all types of Chap-
ters and sisters. We each dance a different way, but in the 
end, we always end up in one big circle dancing to “We are 
Family!” Whatever your dance, whatever your song, I hope 
you all have had a great 2018-2019, and…I hope you dance…

18
Chapters

322
Members

Sheila Smith
DISTRICT OFFICER
Eta Lambda–Beech Grove, IN
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Hello sisters of the Northwest District. I am 
excited about being your 2019-2020 district 
officer. 
I have been a member of Zeta Theta, Niles, 
MI, since 2003. I took a few years off to get 
adjusted to my kids’ sports schedules and then 
came back to my chapter and became your 
national editor for several years. I live in Ed-
wardsburg, MI, and I have two adult kids! My 
daughter is a BioChem/pre-pharmacy major 
at Western Michigan University in Kalama-
zoo. My son and his family are currently in 
Sturgis, MI, and are expecting their first baby. 
Not too far away from home but far enough 
that mom can’t sneak in and make their beds 
and put their shoes away!
I have been working for my step-dad’s print-
ing company for the last 18 years and am 
soon to be making a career change too. By 
the time you get this publication the printing 
company will have been sold and I will be 
the general manager at the Tru by Hilton in 
Elkhart, IN. This is a dream come true for me 
as I went to Grand Valley State University as 
a Hospitality and Tourism Major. When my 
kids were young, I went to work part time for 
the printing company, not realizing that I’d 
spend so many years there. To help out the 
budget while my kids were playing travel ball, 
I picked up a part-time position at a Hampton 
Inn and as timing would have it, the owners of 
this Hampton had new property in the works 
and planned to open about the same time my 
step-dad was thinking of retiring. Timing is 
everything! 
I am looking forward to all this next year will 
bring with a grandbaby on the way, this new 
job with big responsibilities, and this new 
role in Psi Otes as well as meeting with many 
of you at your chapter meetings. Let Us Be of 
Good Cheer as we take on the opportunities 
before us in 2019-2020.

CHI
Brookston, Indiana

19 Members
Third Thursday

April 1921
Slate of Officers: Melanie Grumm, Presi-
dent; Carla Deckard, Recording Secretary; 
Deb Clawson, Treasurer; Deb Corso, Con-
ductress; Sara Shelton, Public Relations
The members of Chi chapter get together once 
a month for our enjoyable meetings which 
include a pool party, sign painting, dessert 
party, and talks from prominent figures in our 
community. We also have a special evening 
out including our spouses around Valentine’s 
Day. A few lucky members are in charge of 
organizing our two main parties each year, 
Christmas and our Anniversary Party in June. 
Both of these parties are a great opportunity 
for our retired members to come and enjoy 
an evening with their PIX sisters.
The Chi chapter of PIX enjoys enriching our 
community through various charitable do-
nations. We show our appreciation to our 
local teachers with gift cards to help with 
their out-of-pocket costs to their classrooms. 
We’ve also donated to the school’s book fair 
so each teacher can pick out books for their 
classroom. One of our favorites, and parents’ 
too, is to help with providing Bare Books for 
the younger grades to create their stories and 
encourage their creativity. Chi chapter gives 
scholarships for a few students furthering 
their studies in art, music, or literature at a 
collegiate level. We enjoy helping with the 
Brookston library’s summer reading program, 
the local food pantry, Cub Scouts, a therapeu-
tic riding center, and so many more. In order 
to raise funds for our various donations, we 
rely heavily on our summer fair cookie fund-
raiser. This fundraiser takes a huge amount of 
collaboration with our members and those 
around us willing to help. It requires a lot of 
time mixing, rolling, baking, and selling our 
nostalgic butterscotch refrigerator cookie. It 
is a must have at the White County Fair and 
customers have been known to wait in line for 
40 plus minutes for their warm cookies! We 
also have a smaller fundraiser selling Butter 
Braids each fall.
We always enjoy laughing together, trying 
new things together, and continuing to enrich 
and help our community through sisterhood.

ALPHA Xl
Logansport, Indiana

16 Members
Second Monday
August 11, 1925

Slate of Officers: Kay Rottet, President; San-
dra Shaffer, Vice President; Krystal Shaffer 
and Phyllis Maw, Co-Treasurers; Susie Pry-
or, Recording Secretary; Kim Busard, Cor-
responding Secretary; Bonnie Sonafrank, 
Conductress
Social Activities: Our chapter sisters enjoy 
getting together for our monthly meetings 
at one of our homes from September to July. 
We take time before our meetings start to eat 
some snacks and catch up on what has been 

happening in each of our lives since we last 
met. We end each meeting with happy bucks 
and rejoice with each other on our happy 
events in our lives. Bonnie Sonafrank and 
Ruth Aldridge lead us in many fun projects 
at our meetings such as: making card organiz-
ers, making snowman necklaces, doing an 
“M&M” project. Our December Christmas 
meeting was held at Calvary Presbyterian 
Church with a wonderful meal served. We 
usually exchange Christmas gifts or orna-
ments at this meeting, but this time we de-
cided to each make a monetary donation 
towards the local Emmaus Center. We end 
our sorority year in July at our sister Barb 
Hanlon’s home by enjoying a carry-in meal 
sitting around her pool. We stayed after sev-
eral meetings to work together on one of our 
fundraisers which was turquoise wine glasses 
with gold rose emblems (the emblems were 
made by Sandra Shaffer).
Chapter News: Our largest fundraiser every 
year is our annual April flower sale which is 
chaired by Gwendolyn Myers. Our other large 
fundraiser this year was our wine glasses and 
T-shirts we sold at the State Convention, and 
are planning on selling at the National Con-
vention. These fundraisers help support our 
high school and college scholarships that we 
give out every year to local students.
Every year we give out a literacy grant to a 
local school library. Landis Elementary School 
was the recipient of this year’s grant. Our 
chapter sisters volunteer their time at the Lo-
gansport Art Association’s many art exhibits 
and shows. Our chapter also donates a $200 
Art Award towards one of the shows. We 
sponsor a yearly speech and hearing clinic free 
of charge for local children ages 3 through 8 
who have hearing and/or speech disabilities. 
This is headed by our sisters Kathy Samuels 
and Mary Ann DeInnocentes. This clinic 
serves around 30 children each year. Our 
chapter members gather various toys, games, 
crayons, pencils, snacks, and juice boxes, fill-
ing a plastic bucket to hand out to each child 
who attends this clinic. Also as a chapter we 
make monetary donations towards the Indi-

Heather Mitchell
DISTRICT OFFICER
Zeta Theta–Niles, MI

The ladies of Chi chapter work together to benefit 
their community while also enjoying the bonds 
of sisterhood built through social gatherings and 
fundraiser preparation.



33

ana Deaf Camp, the Logansport Children’s 
Choir, Emmaus, Junior Civic Theatre, Hoosier 
Salon, and Reading Railroad.
The Alpha Xi sisters are very active in our 
community and donate many hours volun-
teering our time not only towards the above 
mentioned organizations, but also towards 
United Way, Cause for Paws, Cass County 
Red Cross, animal shelter, Backpack Program, 
Food Finders, Loaves and Fishes, Salvation 
Army, Mary Dykeman Guild/volunteers at 
Logansport Memorial Hospital, Art on the 
Avenue, and Domestic Violence Task Force 
of Cass County.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: We wel-
comed two new members this year: Christine 
Pifer and Bette Smith. We value our com-
munity and the selfless hours our Alpha Xi 
sisters willingly every day to help keep our 
community great.

BETA ALPHA
Flora, Indiana
18 Members

First Wednesday
June 12, 1928

Slate of Officers: Sara Overway, President; 
Pamela Flora, Vice President; Beth John-
son, Recording/Corresponding Secretary; 
Maggie Randle, Treasurer; Lolita McAfee, 
Conductress; Brenda Bonner, Advisor
Social Activities: We celebrated our 90th An-
niversary with an open house. Several retired 
chapter members were able to attend the open 
house. They enjoyed reminiscing about the 
time they were active in Psi Iota Xi. It is always 
fun, and work, when we get together to make 
our cookie dough and cheese balls and sell our 
cookies at the fair.
Chapter News: Our chapter was one of the 
recipients of the $1,000 Literature/Literacy 
Grant. We used the money to purchase books 
for our local elementary school’s library. Dur-
ing the county 4-H fair in July, we have our 
biggest and most popular fundraiser in baking 
and selling our famous Psi Iota Xi cookies. 
Our next fundraiser is selling our cheese balls 
in the fall. In time for Mother’s Day we sell 
hanging ferns and planters. The funds we raise 
allow us to offer three $1,000 scholarships 
to local high school seniors and two $1,000 
continuing education scholarships, support 
our helping hand fund, and various other 
projects/local organizations in our commu-
nity. Those projects/organizations are Artist 
in Residence, Blood Bank, Breast Cancer, 
Buddy Bags, Burlington Community Library, 
Cards and Flowers, Carroll Jr. Sr. High School 
Drama, Christmas for Kids, Christmas party 
at the senior center, Flora Depot Restoration, 
Flora-Monroe Township Library Summer 
Reading Program, Hospital Equipment, Meals 
on Wheels, Purdue Extension Homemakers’ 
Club, and Santa House.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: We start-
ed to hold our meetings in members’ homes. 
This has boosted our attendance at meetings.

BETA XI
Crown Point, Indiana

24 Members
First Tuesday

August 3, 1934
Slate of Officers: Lynn Clay, President; Ka-
tie Tetzloff, Vice President and Advisor; 
Megan McGee, Recording Secretary; Col-
leen Campbell, Corresponding Secretary; 
Karen Osborne, Treasurer; Christine Lee, 
Co-Treasurer; Karen Feder, Conductress; 
Sharon Thom, Parliamentarian
Social Activities: We kicked off our business 
year in May 2018, with our annual Officer 
Installation dinner, where our past President 
from several years ago, Lynn Clay, was induct-
ed once again, and our previous President, 
Katie Tetzloff, became our Vice President 
and Advisor for the year. In December, at 
our annual Christmas dinner celebration, we 
initiated a legacy member, Megan Kearns, 
daughter of our sister Sharon Thom. We are 
very excited to welcome her to the sister-
hood! This celebratory night also gave us an 
opportunity to give back to our community, 
as we collected monetary donations for a lo-
cal church, attended by several of our sisters, 
in sponsorship of a program called “Buddy 
Bags,” where local elementary students who 
receive free or reduced lunch are given bags of 
food to take home with them every Friday af-
ter school so that they have access to delicious, 
nutritious food over the weekend. To wrap 
up our social festivities for the year, in April 
we had a fun family lunch at a local pizzeria.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: In August 
2018, we kicked off our yearly fundraising 
efforts by once again working at the Lake 
County Fair gates. Our members each do-
nated several hours of their time during the 
span of the fair to help with this. Then in 
October, we geared up for our biggest annual 
fundraiser…Cheese Spread! We produced 
over 800 tubs of cheese spread in our lo-
cal high school’s cafeteria. With the funds 
raised this year, we were able to support many 
wonderful organizations, such as Hoosier 
Art Salon, Northwest Indiana Symphony, 
Crown Point Summer Reading Program at 
our local library, Crown Point High School 
Music Boosters, Crown Point Adult Learning 
Center, Crown Point Alumni Association, St. 
Matthias Church Food Pantry, Hear Indiana, 
and Indiana Deaf Camp. We were also able 
to provide scholarships for local high school 
students preparing to attend college to study 
in the areas of art, literature, music, or speech 
and hearing.

BETA PSI
Delphi, Indiana

33 Members
Second Thursday

September 28, 1939
Slate of Officers: Laura Stigers, President; 
Robin Jones, Vice President; Leisha Hill, 
Recording Secretary; Jama Henderson, As-
sistant Recording Secretary; Kaila Jones, 
Corresponding Secretary; Kendra Hender-
son, Assistant Corresponding Secretary; 
Carla Mote, Treasurer; Anji Kemp, Assis-

tant Treasurer; Sharon Smith, Conductress; 
Christy Schock, Advisor
Social Activities: We celebrated in June with 
a delicious meal with our auxiliary sisters and 
seven new initiates. We held the installation 
service of our new members and our officers.
Once again we served our community by sell-
ing tickets at our local Indiana Bacon Festival 
in August. After a busy summer we enjoyed 
a lovely Anniversary celebration by having a 
local musician play for our local chapter and 
auxiliary chapter. We enjoyed a nice meal and 
celebrated another year of sisterhood.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Twice a 
year we provide lunch for work days at the 
Wabash and Erie Canal for all the volunteers 
that come to work on the canal buildings 
and trails.
We also celebrate Breast Cancer Awareness 
by participating in Bras Across the Bridge. 
We fundraise to offer assistance to women in 
need for mammograms.
November was once again our big fundraiser, 
cheeseballs. The auxiliary chapter is always a 
big help by selling hundreds of cheeseballs.  
We recruit local high school groups to help 
make the cheeseballs and make the one very 
long day a success.
We also assist with the “Stand Down” event 
where Veterans can come and receive an array 
of free services such as clothing, food, and toys 
for them and their families. We serve the Vet-
erans and their families breakfast and lunch.
With the proceeds from the sale of all our 
fundraising efforts, we spend the remainder 
of the year supporting various efforts that 
support the mission of Psi Iota Xi. We support 
the local library summer reading programs, 
as well as funding library memberships. We 
gave funds to our local elementary, middle 
and high school art, music and drama depart-
ments. We also give scholarships to graduat-
ing seniors and adults who are furthering their 
education. We are so proud and humble that 
our contributions to our community-based 
schools, organizations, and groups can help 
so many people in our community that may 
be less fortunate so that their lives may be 
enriched.

GAMMA BETA
Remington, Indiana

19 Members
First Wednesday
June 21, 1941

Slate of Officers: Andrea English, Presi-
dent; Monica Buschman, Vice President; 
Andi Waibel, Recording Secretary; Megan 
Bell, Corresponding Secretary; Barb Harper, 
Treasurer; Bambrah Walker, Conductress 
Social Activities: Our theme for the year was 
a “night at the movies,” and each month had 
a specific movie. The movie theme helped 
generate fun games and trivia regarding that 
month’s movie. Our spring social event was 
hosted at the historical Fowler Theater where 
the chapter enjoyed a viewing of Bohemian 
Rhapsody.
Chapter News: We celebrated our 77th an-
niversary in June with a lovely dinner at the 
Wolcott Theater Café. We initiated one new 
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DELTA ZETA
Lafayette, IN
18 Members

Third Tuesday
April 29, 1940

Slate of Officers: Brenda Fisher, President; 
Marge Prior, Vice President; Kristen Rich, 
Recording Secretary; Amy Lind, Correspond-
ing Secretary; Mary Gear, Treasurer; Traci 
Leininger, Assistant Treasurer; Ginny Free-
man, Conductress; Sharon White, Advisor
Social Activities: Our September meeting 
was held at two of our members’ condo as-
sociation clubhouse—it was a beautiful facil-
ity. We spent most of our business meeting 
discussing and going over our proposed bylaw 
changes. The bylaw committee spent a lot of 
time this summer revising our bylaws and our 
members appreciated it. One of our proposed 
bylaw changes was to have four socials before 
our business meeting a year which guests 
and prospective members could attend. Our 
Indiana State President, Deedra Runyan, at-
tended our October meeting and was a joy to 
have attend our social and business meeting. 
Our November meeting was held at MCL 
Restaurant and we had a wonderful program 
given by a Gold Star Mother. She shared her 
experiences with the Wreath Across America 
caravan that goes to the Arlington National 
Cemetery before Christmas. She has been 
very involved in the Greater Lafayette area 
Honor Flight and also in raising money to 
put wreaths on every grave in our local In-
diana Veterans Home cemetery. It was heart 
warming to hear her stories and our chapter 
donated money to purchase several wreaths 
for our Veterans cemetery. She was an inspi-
ration to all of us and made us very thankful 
for what we have. Our December meeting was 
held at Westminster Village, a local retirement 
center, where our 92 year old member resides. 
We had a new Christmas/winter ornament 
gift exchange. We support the Lafayette Sym-
phony Orchestra in Lafayette. Our March 
meeting was held at the Long Center in La-
fayette, home of the orchestra. Sara Mummey, 
executive director, gave our members a tour of 
the facility and talked about the Long Center 
and the orchestra. It is a neat old building. Our 
April Anniversary Dinner was held at a local 
restaurant and was well attended by active, 
honorary active, and honorary retired mem-
bers as well as several guests. We ended the 
evening with a baby shower for Callie Lank-
ford, one of our new members. We had five 
members attend State Day in Indianapolis: 
Janice Hollis, Linda Smith, Ginny Freeman, 
Brenda Fisher, and Sharon White.
Chapter News: Again our cheeseballs were 
our main fundraiser—it takes everyone to 
make this a successful project. We had family 
members, friends, active members, honorary 
retired members and alumni members help-
ing make this such a successful and profitable 
project. We were sold out of cheeseballs by the 
end of December. We also provide workers 
for a local two-day festival—this helps us be 
visible in the community.
For the 6th year, we gave two named awards 
at a local juried art show for high school stu-

member at the birthday dinner and are excited 
to have them. The sisters of Gamma Beta are 
looking forward to a fun year ahead celebrat-
ing our past, present, and future.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: We host-
ed three major fundraisers this year, bingo in 
the fall, a bake sale in December, and Easter 
egg sales in the spring. Our fundraising ef-
forts help us to support numerous events 
throughout the year, such as adopting a family 
at Christmas time and providing a book for 
each student at the elementary school to take 
home over summer break. We also purchase 
recorders for the third graders and send the 
fifth-grade class on a field trip to the sym-
phony in the spring.

GAMMA KAPPA
Brook, Indiana

8 Members
Third Monday

April 5, 1949–April 2019
Gamma Kappa voted to disband as of April 
2019. Thank you for 70 years of service to 
Psi Iota Xi!

GAMMA SIGMA
South Bend, Indiana

9 Members
1st Monday

May 17, 1953
Slate of Officers: Erica Vitale, President; 
Nancy Jo Pinney, Vice President; Debbie 
Huyvaert, Treasurer; Pam Overmyer, Re-
cording Secretary; Lauren Huyvaert, Corre-
sponding Secretary; Ann Schroeder, Advisor
On May 17th, we celebrated our 65th anniver-
sary with a dinner. Although aged, antiquated, 
dated, obsolete and infirm are adjectives often 
assigned to the elderly, we prefer to think of 
our chapter in more positive terms; we are 
seasoned, experienced, practical, disciplined, 
skilled and capable. In short, we have 10 mem-
bers who continue working to “give cheer to 
those less fortunate about us.”
Our philanthropic projects remain unchanged. 
We continue to support Real Services Meals 
on Wheels and the South Bend Symphony 
Orchestra. This year we were able to contrib-
ute to the Psi Iota Xi National Long Term 
Project-University of Toledo Multifaceted 
Stuttering Services. We continue to fund these 
projects with our successful annual flower sale 
at Mother’s Day.
With heavy hearts, we must report the passing 
of three honorary retired members, Mary Al-
ice Ellis, Kathryn Stewart, and Mary Thomas. 
These three women were loyal sisters and 
Gamma Sigma past presidents with a total of 
105 active years of service to their community.

GAMMA UPSILON
Wolcott, Indiana

7 Members
First Wednesday

May 15, 1955
We are shaped by the wonderful ladies that 
came before us and founded this amazing 
organization. Our Chapter may be small right 
now, but we strive to maintain our chapter’s 
involvement in our small community, just 
like our great alumni members started doing 
64 years ago. The members of Gamma Up-
silon love to spread good cheer throughout 
our community and enrich the lives of those 
around us. We have had a fantastic year and 
are excited for many more to come!!
Social Activities: We finished our 2017-2018 
year in June with installation of officers and a 
wonderful meal out at Roots, a local restau-
rant located in Wolcott. In December we had 
our Christmas meeting at a member’s home; 
we had a nice carry-in meal and then we had a 
fun evening painting wine glasses. In April we 
donated and served pies for the Wolcott Sum-
mer Festival Fish Fry. Monies raised from the 
pie sales are used toward the Wolcott Summer 
4th of July Festival. In May we helped with 
food finders at our local school.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Our big 
fundraiser is cheeseballs. This year we made 
around 1,200 cheeseballs and had enough 
to fill orders and had some extras for those 
that didn’t get orders in on time!!! With only 
six members we were glad to have the help 
of some of our alumni members to make all 
those cheeseballs. We also had to think out-
side the box, so we recruited help from our 
high school girls’ basketball team and gave 
them a donation for their help. It was a good 
team-building project for them and helps 
them fund their summer basketball camp. 
With the money raised from cheeseballs we 
were able to fund our budget and give back 
to our community. Gamma Upsilon was able 
to bring cheer to 14 families and over 60 
children during our Christmas Angel Tree 
Project. Our beautification project this year 
helped brighten the town by adding flowers, 
flower pots, and American flags throughout 
the town. We also support our local library. 
Our donation this year helped buy new books 
for story hour and the summer reading pro-
gram. We always do what we can to support 
our schools. We love being able to give money 
to help send our 5th grade students to the 
symphony; it’s a wonderful experience for 
them. We love helping with arts, music, and 
literature in our schools, and this year we 
were able to give every teacher at both of our 
elementary schools a $25 Scholastic gift card 
to purchase books for their classrooms.
The members of Gamma Upsilon love to 
spread good cheer throughout our commu-
nity and enrich the lives of those around us. 
We had a wonderful year and are looking 
forward to the future!!!

Gamma Sigma sisters attending their 65th 
anniversary dinner
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dents. We continue to support our local La-
fayette Transitional Housing Center and our 
YWCA Domestic Violence Intervention and 
Prevention Program with needed items. We 
supported a “Concert to Go” program from 
our local Tippecanoe Chamber Music Society 
for elementary children. This program served 
almost 2,400 students this past year in the La-
fayette community. We provided funds to the 
Riggs Community Health Clinic, Tippecanoe 
County Public Library Youth Department, 
Lafayette Adult Resource Academy, and our 
local Hunger Hike. We donated funds to help 
Heartford House in Tippecanoe County. We 
also donated funds to purchase books for our 
local Head Start Book Cycle program. We 
support Purdue’s Speech and Hearing Clinic 
by donating funds for clients that are unable 
to afford the therapy and to replace hearing 
aid batteries or repairs. We also purchased 
items for our local Cary Home for Children.  
Our Community Outreach Committee did a 
great job this year in providing our members 
several ways to volunteer. We continued our 
program of donating items to the homeless in 
our community. We donated “Blessing Bags” 
which contained personal items in gallon zip 
lock bags. One of our members continued 
to make plarn (plastic yarn) mats for the 
homeless in our community. We continued 
to volunteer our time by making homemade 
bookmarks. We donated over 1,300 book-
marks to the Head Start children and more 
bookmarks to the Tippecanoe County Public 
Library. We also donated 350 bookmarks to 
the United Way Kindergarten Countdown 
Camp and provided books for each child. We 
were honored to receive a “Gem Award” from 
our District Officer, Sheila Smith, at National 
Convention. This was a surprise to our mem-
bers and they were excited to be recognized 
for our volunteer work and recruiting new 
members.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: We ini-
tiated four new members in late June. They 
are all hard workers and have helped with 
each project. We are so excited to have our 
membership increase. We have two more 
prospective members. The key to our chapter 
success is still being flexible—we know we will 
never win any attendance awards. But being 
flexible with members has kept them in active 
status. We try to find what each member en-
joys and does well—this includes committees 
and volunteer work. Our Ways and Means 
Committee did a great job this year. They 
had raffles at each meeting to raise money 
for more members to attend State Day and 
National Convention. This was a way to help 
encourage more members to go. Our sisters 
continue to support one another through life’s 
challenges. We look forward to another year 
in sharing friendship, laughter, and service 
with others and to help ensure that the lives 
of those about us may be enriched!

ETA GAMMA
Valparaiso, Indiana

23 Members
First Tuesday
June 18, 1966

This has been another interesting year for the 
Eta Gamma chapter in Valparaiso, Indiana.

We presented scholarships to several high 
school and college students. We gave money 
to the LaPorte County Special Education Co-
operative speech department for the purchase 
of materials.

ETA MU
Rochester, Indiana

22 Members
First Monday

December 8, 1968
Eta Mu chapter, Rochester, of Psi Iota Xi, had 
one of its most busy years ever.
The chapter of 26 members not only con-
ducted its regular cheese ball and flower sales 
fundraisers, but hosted the Indiana State As-
sociation meeting in late April 2018, saw 
its popular street banner project grow, and 
much more.
The chapter received amazing support from 
the community as it wrapped up convention 
planning and gained some name recognition 
as well. The convention also allowed us to 
announce our 50th anniversary in 2019 and 
tell people about our good works through a 
full-page spread in the local newspaper.
We enjoyed seeing our sister Kim Benzing 
wrap up her year as state president and have 
found she’s got a bit more time to jump into 
local projects lately.
The sorority’s 2-year-old street banner project 
was expanded, and in late April 2019 there 
were 60 banners designed by area students 
hung in downtown Rochester for all to enjoy. 
We are also helping a sister chapter expand the 
program into two neighboring communities.
We continue our popular books for kinder-
gartners program and have found that project 
to be an easy and fun way to fulfill our mis-
sion.
The 2019 Valentine father-daughter dance 
hosted by Eta Mu was the best yet. Our 200 
tickets were sold out in just one week. As a 
fundraiser, the dance brought nearly $2,000 
into the chapter’s coffers. Plans for a bigger 
location are on the books for 2020.
The sisters are marking our 50th anniversary 
with a party in June to which neighboring 
chapters, state and national officers, and our 
active alumni are being invited. We hope to 
see some of you at our local winery to help 
us celebrate so many years of sisterhood and 
sharing, working to meet our mission and 
improving our communities.
Eta Mu’s newest fundraising project is a little 
unique. We are planning a .5K—yep, you read 
that right, roughly 500-yard—run in the fall. 
We’re hoping for a good turnout and plan to 
partner with a local group of young folks to 
support a scholarship fund for art school in 
memory of a 2014 high school graduate who 
was tragically killed. She studied art.
We closed our meeting year in June with a 
traditional dime-a-dip to bump up the cash 
in our slush fund.

The summer ended with another 70 children 
enrolled in our Summer Speech and Language 
Clinic at the Porter County Special Education 
Learning Center. This Summer Speech Clinic 
has been our major event since the 1980s since 
the school system does not allow funding for 
summer support. Our clientele has dropped in 
age over the years with many 3 to 5 year olds 
getting attention to their speech issues much 
earlier on than in the past.
Our major fundraiser is making and selling 
the Psi Iota Xi cheese spread, and we sold at 
winter shows to many repeat customers.
At our meetings we have enjoyed our Secret 
Sis project this year...identities to be revealed 
at our Closing Dinner at the Sand Creek Coun-
try Club the end of May. Another fun event at 
the meetings has been to guess who this sister 
is from “a few interesting facts you would 
not know about me” given in writing by each 
sister at the beginning of the year. We haven’t 
guessed one correctly yet!
Sadly, we lost one of our founding mem-
bers, Judith Small, this year. However, one of 
Judy’s wishes was that her family would start 
a scholarship fund in her name for the annual 
scholarships we bestow on university women 
who are majoring in speech and hearing. The 
funding of this scholarship, from those who 
knew Judy, was overwhelming and we are 
funding four women this year. Three are well 
on their way and one has finished her Mas-
ter’s and will be externing in the field before 
getting her license. So, a great tribute to Judy 
Small and the women working in this field 
in the future.
In addition, we have donated to our two local 
theatrical programs, Chicago Street Theater 
and the Opera House. And although we are 
not funding hearing aids like we used to, lo-
cal funds for children had dried up and we 
provided funds for a preschool child needing 
hearing aids before starting school.
It is always amazing what we women can do, 
on a volunteer basis, to improve the quality 
of life for so many.

ETA ETA
LaPorte, Indiana

15 Members
Second Thursday

June 11, 1967
Slate of Officers: Cindy Fischer, President; 
Debe Meyer, Corresponding Secretary; 
Cathy Boklund, Vice-President; Maria 
Surma, Recording Secretary; Penny Lower 
Fuelling, Treasurer; Connie Perkins, Con-
ductress; Barb Perschke, Advisor
We kicked off our year with our annual pot-
luck. Our fundraisers included selling raffle 
tickets at Al’s Supermarket and then raffling 
off the 10 theme baskets at the annual Sun-
flower Fair, making and selling cheese balls, 
and hosting a “Give Back Day” at Culver’s.
During the year we toured the recently ren-
ovated LaPorte County Library, enjoyed 
Christmas games and dinner, feasted at Ha-
cienda, and had a “yellow” auction to raise 
money for the long-term project. Many of us 
attended the LaPorte County Symphony con-
cert and LaPorte Little Theater performances. 
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22 local artists shared their talents. Pottery, 
paintings, woodcarvings, jewelry, succulents, 
and more were available for purchase from 
the artists. Even Psi, our Theta Delta bison, 
became art as his photograph was featured 
in a book about Indiana’s Bicentennial Bison!
Music took center stage for Theta Delta as we 
celebrated amazing local talent. Bremen na-
tive and Theta Delta scholarship recipient Sal-
vador Perez Lopez has played for both chapter 
events and the Psi Iota Xi 2017 state meeting. 
This year he became a three-time Grammy 
Award winner for his work on “American 
Dreams: Voices of Hope, Music of Freedom.” 
To honor Salvador, Theta Delta hosted a com-
munity reception. We are so happy to have 
been part of his journey as a professional 
musician! Theta Delta also promoted local 
music by sponsoring a concert at the Wild 
Rose Moon in nearby Plymouth. Members 
were able to attend and enjoy an evening of 
joyful folk music.
In addition to art and music, the women of 
Theta Delta were again able to support a vari-
ety of local organizations and families through 
the proceeds of our annual cheeseball project. 
This year’s cheeseball sales helped to fund 
our Bethel College scholarship for American 
Sign Language, local college scholarships, 
the public library’s summer reading club, 
the Young Author’s Conference, BHS Dis-
tinguished Young Woman program, Indiana 
Deaf Camp, and a full scholarship for a family 
of young children to attend the summer Boys 
& Girls Club program. We also earmarked 
all  proceeds from our hot dog booth at the 
Fireman’s Festival parade to Bremen Bags, an 
organization to help students in need. The 
ladies of Theta Delta are grateful that we are 
able to support so many worthy causes. “Let 
us then be of good cheer, that the lives of those 
about us may be enriched.”

THETA IOTA
Monticello, Indiana

9 Members
Second Wednesday
October 19, 1971

Slate of Officers: Teresa Sommers, Presi-
dent; Jody Headdy, Vice-President; Angie 
Armstrong, Recording Secretary; Thoma 
White, Corresponding Secretary; Kathy Lo-
gan, Treasurer; Shirley Trent, Conductress; 
Teresa Alexander, Advisor
Social Activities: As we met monthly, we 
enjoyed laughter, concerns, and sisterly love. 
We ate tempting desserts and delicious drinks. 
We have a social half hour prior to the official 
start of the meeting. Many ideas for projects 
are discussed and catching up with each other 
and our family lives are part of this special 
time. Often a craft, game, or even a surprise 
gift giveaway will be introduced at this time 
also. Our meeting place varies each month. 
They have been in our homes or yards with 
a carry-in campfire theme, the gazebo of the 
local park for our “Christmas in July” theme, 
a restaurant for the Christmas party, and at 
the school library. We enjoyed an evening 
supporting the Twin Lakes Honor Society by 
buying a table and having fun playing bingo 
for Vera Bradley merchandise. Our sorority 

of service to our community and to the so-
rority and look forward to continuing our 
endeavors with their help. We celebrated Eta 
Nu’s 50th Birthday on April 14 of this year—
inviting all former members that we could 
locate. Our birthday celebration elicited many 
fond memories of the time people spent with 
the chapter and there was much excitement 
regarding Eta Nu’s current undertakings in 
the community.
We were proud to welcome five new members 
to our chapter this year: Kari Lentino, Melissa 
Villegas, Julie Heninger, Jessica Chapman, and 
Samantha Joslyn. They are great assets to our 
group! We are also excited to be welcoming 
five new members into our chapter at our May 
initiation and induction meeting.

THETA DELTA
Bremen, Indiana

13 Members
Third Thursday
May 19, 1971

Slate of Officers: Pam Gunterman, Presi-
dent; Janet Davis, Vice President and Ad-
visor; Arlene Dettbrenner, Corresponding 
Secretary; Joyce Kiefer, Recording Secre-
tary; Karen Graverson, Treasurer; Carol 
Heckaman, Conductress
The ladies of Theta Delta, Bremen, packed 
2018-2019 full of service and fun! We truly 
dedicated this year to promoting the ideals 
of Psi Iota Xi, particularly in the areas of art 
and music.
We started our year in May by welcoming new 
member Lily Coffman.
Art was a major focus both in social and 
philanthropic events.  In June, members gath-
ered to laugh and create as we made signs 
with Chalk Couture.  Theta Delta encouraged 
young artists by sponsoring both a downtown 
student art show in October through Bremen 
Community Cares, and the Bremen High 
School art show in April. We also “became” 
art ourselves, as members took part in the 
community’s Christmas Living Windows in 
November. In April, we again held our annual 
Afternoon with Area Artists event, in which 

ETA NU
Rensselaer, Indiana

11 Members
Fourth Monday

January 19, 1969
Slate of Officers: Tammy Wisley, President; 
Sharon VonTobel, Vice President; Karri Morris, 
Treasurer; Sarah Zager, Assistant Treasur-
er; Lori James, Recording Secretary; Jessica 
Chapman, Corresponding Secretary; De-
nise Yentes, Conductress; Michelle Potter, 
Advisor
At Eta Nu, Rensselaer, we tend to enjoy fel-
lowship with each other and with members of 
surrounding chapters. We consider ourselves 
blessed to have friends in nearby chapters 
who support us socially as well as with our 
fundraising efforts. These friendships have 
developed over time at state and national 
meetings and have blossomed into meeting 
for dinners outside of those times. We also 
enjoy cooking for each other at most of our 
monthly meetings—enjoying food and good 
company is something all of our members 
have in common. This year, all of our monthly 
meetings had a movie theme—The Breakfast 
Club, Grease, Halloween, The Grinch, Star 
Wars, Wizard of Oz, the Oscars, and Peter 
Cottontail. Our group did our best to dress 
for each of these themes and had a lot of fun 
doing so!
Eta Nu loves to have fun! For the last two 
years, our secondary fundraiser has been a 
dinner murder mystery, held at a local golf 
club. The group loves to get dressed for our 
parts and take ourselves a lot less seriously for 
a night! This is always a fun and spontaneous 
evening and a good way to introduce our-
selves and our mission to the community. Our 
main fundraiser every year is selling cookies 
at the Jasper County Fair. We have a special 
recipe for butterscotch cookies that has been 
a tradition at the fair for many, many years.  
We make and freeze the cookie dough ahead 
of time and bake the cookies fresh at the fair.  
We have plans to upgrade our “cookie shed” 
this year by adding running water, redoing the 
flooring and purchasing our own ovens and 
refrigerator—much needed improvements!
With the profits from our fundraisers, we 
continue to support endeavors related to art, 
music, literature, and speech and hearing 
in our community. This year, we were able 
to support three elementary art programs, 
school libraries in five local schools, two lo-
cal theatre groups, the local high school band 
and choral departments, a community band, 
a creative writing camp, the purchase of hear-
ing aid batteries for local students who are 
deaf/hard of hearing, speech scholarships for 
children during the summer months, and we 
were able to offer a college scholarship to a 
local high school graduate. We look forward 
to continuing to similarly support our local 
community in the upcoming year.
Unfortunately, our Auxiliary chapter has of-
ficially decided to disband this year, after 50 
years of service. We are excited, though, to 
welcome all 12 former Auxiliary members 
back into our chapter as Honorary Retired 
members. We are grateful for all of their years 

Eta Nu at a Grinch-themed Christmas meeting 
and spring initiation
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attended a White County Women to Women 
luncheon gathering also.
Chapter News: Our cheese ball fundraiser in 
November continues to be the biggest project 
we do. With the help of many inactive/past 
sisters and all the present members, this funds 
the bulk of our budget, selling close to 2,500 
cheese balls! In addition, we sell “Hugh” pots 
of beautiful mums in the early fall. We have 
helped with our sister PIX chapter by work-
ing in their county fair booth. We continue to 
support many local camps and local schools 
through donations to the art, music, and the-
ater departments. At graduation time, we 
provide several junior high and high school 
students with scholarships. We are proud to 
support many local causes and also contribute 
to Riley for Children.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: We feel 
extremely lucky to have nine faithful active 
members that go above and beyond to make 
sure that our chapter remains active and fund-
raisers are profitable, which allows us to give 
back to our community. We are looking for-
ward to attending the upcoming National 
Convention with almost everyone attending!

IOTA ZETA
Knox, Indiana
15 Members

Second Monday
January 20, 1980

Slate of Officers: Tammy Fletcher, President; 
Marilyn Lukac, Vice President; Marilyn 
Ringen, Recording Secretary; Debbie Troike, 
Corresponding Secretary; Lori Condon, Trea-
surer; Dorothy Britton, Conductress
The ladies of Iota Zeta again had a fun and 
productive year. Our cheeseballs and spread 
is our main source of fundraising. This year, 
we were joined by an 8 month baby girl, future 
member? That shows, you are never too young 
or too old for Psi Iotes. Another fundraiser 
is our Annual Holiday Bazaar. We added a 
book sale this year along with selling Amish 
Pies, and breakfast and lunch items. There 
was definitely a feeling of Christmas in the air.
Our monthly meetings have several com-
ponents besides business. A Caring Project 
is selected monthly, where we donate items 
needed by local organizations. Some of these 
include food bank, humane society, schools, 
nursing homes, and police. Sunshine cel-
ebrates monthly birthdays and anniversaries.
Throughout the year, we sponsor the Healthy 
Baby Contest at our 4-H Fair. We loved seeing 
90 beautiful, smiling faces. November brings 

our Craft & Goody Auction, along with a 
Carry-In. Bring your wallets, fun is always had 
by all. December comes quickly, again with 
a Carry-In, Dirty Santa, and check out our 
picture of our FESTIVE FEET ! Spring brings 
our Annual Young Artist Conference. 125 
children, grades 1-5, spend the day exploring 
different aspects of the arts. At the end of the 
day, we load them up with a backpack filled 
with “goodies.” They leave with smiles, we 
leave exhausted. Graduation brings scholar-
ships; we also give scholarships to preschool 
attendees.
We are looking forward to a new year, and 
new Sisterhood memories.

IOTA XI
Winamac, Indiana

12 Members
Third Tuesday
June 24, 1996

Slate of Officers: Linda Murphy, President; 
Patsy Bennett, Vice President, Correspond-
ing Secretary, and Conductress; Mary Jane 
Rhodes, Treasurer; Cindy Franklin, Record-
ing Secretary
Social Activities: The skills, talents, interests, 
and in some cases, obsessions, within our 
chapter enrich our chapter members and con-
tribute greatly to our community. The Iota Xi 
ladies are known throughout the community 
for their generosity.
The fused glass sessions started last year by 
one of our members, enthusiastically con-
tinue, and are an exciting monthly event for 
our local community members and people 
in adjoining counties, and others who travel 
several hours to attend them. Projects still 
include creating Christmas ornaments, pic-
ture frames, and hanging wall vases, but have 
expanded enormously to include, but not be 
limited to, wind chimes, plant stakes, free-
standing designs, memo boards, night lights, 
votive holders, and necklaces. Those who 
participate in these sessions are growing in 
love, skill, and knowledge of the art of fused 
glass and gaining great new friendships.
During the last 11 months, another member 
has a new found love, also turned addiction. 
Due in part to her love of pointillism and the 
artist Georges Seurat, she started painting 
rocks using sharpened wooden dowel rods 
as the tool to create dot designs, patterns, and 
images. The global rock painting movement 
spreads kindness, love, and cheer to others. 
Locally, rock painting sessions have been 

held at our library as part of an adult activity, 
at a church as a part of a children’s program, 
along with demonstrations to groups of ladies 
who have asked for her assistance in creating 
beautiful rocks to share. More than 600 of her 
painted rocks have been given away, not only 
in our community, but also in other counties 
across Indiana and in numerous other states.
Our 23-year Christmas Carry-In and Dirty 
Santa tradition is a favorite event of the entire 
year. The December business meeting is quick 
and to the point so that our members can 
enjoy a delicious meal together, while being 
surrounded by the winter wonderment of 
exquisite decorations that fill the home of one 
of our members. The Dirty Santa experience 
is a fun opportunity to get that most desired 
gift from another unsuspecting member at a 
moment’s notice. Everyone always treasures 
the gift that is taken home at the end of the 
evening.
Chapter News: We are a small group in total 
numbers, but we believe that we contribute 
enormously to our community. In addition 
to the repeat annual donations, our two new 
selections for disbursing funds this year are 
extremely exciting to us. We will continue to 
share our funds in areas that we feel will ben-
efit many people. We will continue to provide 
opportunities in areas where we see a need.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: We, again 
this year, continued our cheese spread fund-
raiser as our primary source of raising money. 
Early on a crisp Saturday morning in No-
vember, we gathered at the local elementary 
school kitchen. Everyone had a specific role 
in the unloading and unpacking of supplies, 
mixing of ingredients, weighing, packaging 
and labeling of our product. In about 5 hours 
of combined effort, our gloved, hair-netted 
members had created 11 batches of our cheese 
spread. The 741 containers were counted, then 
arranged in the specific bags of each member 
per the pre-orders. Deliveries started later 
that afternoon. As the word spread, the 46 
extra cheese spread containers were quickly 
sold, leaving the community wanting more 
and committing to purchase again next year.
With another successful fundraiser complet-
ed, we continued to re-evaluate the ways that 
we could best give back to the community 
with the funds raised. The unanimous deci-
sion was made to donate $275 ($25 donated 
for each of our 11 members) to Dolly Parton’s 
Imagination Library, which recently started 
in Pulaski County. This program provides, 
at a cost of $25 per year, one age-appropriate 
book each month to a child 0-5 years of age.
$175 was donated to the Indiana Deaf Camp 
Foundation to be used as a partial scholarship 
to assist one camper with the cost of attending 
camp during the summer of 2019.
We will again begin the fiscal year by offering 
a scholarship to a graduating senior of Pulaski 
County who has selected an art, music, or 
literature related field of study to be pursued 
in college.
As our continued commitment, we will again 
sponsor the Summer Speech Clinic, in coop-
eration with a speech therapist from Pulaski 
Memorial Hospital.

Theta Iota enjoys an evening of sisterhood and 
bingo for a benefit for the Twin Lakes Honor Society

Iota Zeta’s “festive feet”



38

AST CENTRAL DISTRICT

Beth Vipond
DISTRICT OFFICER

Gamma Tau–Marion, IN

EAST CENTRAL DISTRICT CHAPTERS:
Alpha, Muncie, IN ...................................... 1897
Kappa, Kokomo, IN .................................... 1908
Alpha Mu, Hartford City, IN ....................... 1925
Alpha Phi, Fortville, IN ............................... 1927
Alpha Chi, Hagerstown, IN ........................ 1928
Beta Gamma, Peru, IN ............................... 1929
Beta Delta, Van Wert, OH ........................... 1929
Beta Zeta, Summitville, IN ......................... 1930
Beta Iota, Farmland, IN .............................. 1932
Beta Upsilon, Mt. Vernon, OH .................... 1937
Gamma Alpha, Portland, IN ....................... 1940
Gamma Tau, Marion, IN ............................. 1954
Zeta Beta, Anderson, IN ............................. 1957
Eta Iota, Parker City, IN ............................. 1968
Theta Zeta, Fort Recovery, OH ................... 1971
Iota Upsilon, Virtual ................................... 2017

Total Community Outreach .........................................................$ 80,088.51
Total Speech and Hearing ...........................................................$ 25,984.77
Total Music ................................................................................$ 19,430.00
Total Fine Arts ............................................................................$ 31,326.63
Total Literature/Literacy ..............................................................$ 20,614.33

16
Chapters

483
Members

Over the past three years it has been pleasure to be 
so warmly welcomed as I met with the ladies of the 
various chapters around the East Central District. 
Each one of us represents this great national orga-
nization that, by design of our founders, is here to 
enrich the lives of those about us.

I have been enriched by all the Sisters I have met 
and become friends with. It is a wonderful feeling 
to walk into a state meeting or convention and feel 
at home with so many I have come to know over 
the past years.

For those who are new to me, I am a mother of two 
and grandmother to four. I have been married to 
my husband, Bruce, for going on 10 years. He often 
accompanies me on my chapter visits it is nice to 
have someone to talk with on some of the longer 

drives. He loves to look around the various com-
munities while I visit chapters, and some of you 
have met him. After working in higher education 
for about 20 years, I am now an underwriter for a 
large insurance company and love my job and my 
hours.

As we continue to grow our organization, I urge you 
to look around you and not be timid about telling 
people who we are and what we do. Don’t be afraid 
to ask ladies to join us. Their hidden strengths will 
enhance us as a whole, particularly at the chapter 
level. I so appreciate everyone in their efforts to 
meet deadlines set by the national council. I am 
looking forward to spending time with the remain-
ing chapters I have not yet visited as the East Central 
District Officer. Lastly, be of good cheer throughout 
the coming year!

Pax Vobiscum
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Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Our vol-
unteer-run thrift shop, The Bargain Box, was 
able to give back in several ways this year. 
$273 in formal dresses was donated to Muncie 
Civic Theater for props. Books were donated 
to our Outside Community Library box that 
sits outside of The Bargain Box. Children’s 
clothing that is not selling is donated to United 
Daycare of Delaware County. Many kids are 
underprivileged and are always appreciative 
of donations.
Philanthropic grants of $18,000 were given 
out in December 2018 to nine different orga-
nizations in our area, ranging from a women’s 
shelter, youth center, daycare, library, and 
symphony orchestra. This is money raised 
from yearly profits at The Bargain Box. Our 
endowment granted $41,000 to area organiza-
tions in the spring of 2019.
All in all it was a great year of working to-
gether as sisters to help our community to 
become a better place to live, volunteer, and 
work. Our community is truly enriched by the 
work we all share together in Alpha Chapter!

KAPPA
Kokomo, Indiana

23 Members
Second Monday

December 31, 1908
2018-2019 was a time of joys and a bit of sor-
row. Joys at knowing what we sisters can ac-
complish, sorrow in the losses that come with 
time. Kappa Chapter Co-Presidents Kathryn 
Little and Jolene Smith took the helm again 
and led us gracefully through the year.
Our Slate of Officers for 2019-2020 consist of 
Holly Seamon, President; Diane Waggaman, 
Vice President; Gail Hart, Treasurer; Phylliss 
Harris, Recording Secretary; Linda White, 
Corresponding Secretary; and Wendy Dan-
iels, Conductress. 
We started a “Who Am I” in our monthly 
newsletter that has helped us find out fun and 
interesting things about one another we may 
not have known before. We re-implemented 
Secret Sister for those who want to participate. 
We like to begin our meeting with grins and 
giggles, while calling the role.
We again combined good food and fellowship 
with a charitable activity at our Fall Social.
We ate and visited while signing and address-
ing Christmas cards for clients of a local not-
for-profit that help the aging and homebound 
in our community.
Our summer Speech Clinic was a blessing to 
many children. Free to the students attend-
ing, the clinic helps fill in the gap in therapy 
during the summer. We will be running the 
clinic again this summer.
We continue to have our Thrift shop open 
two days per week throughout the year. Our 
regular customers love to come in and see 
what treasures they may find, and new cus-
tomers are surprised at what nice items we 
have to offer. 
Our Fall Fundraisers were some “Silent Par-
ties” where members took orders for Thirty-
One products and Pampered Chef. They both 
did well.

Three words describe our Spring Social/Silent 
Auction Luncheon. Food, Fellowship, FUN!!
It was our pleasure to have our State Presi-
dent Deedra Runyan and guests. We have 
a fabulous time with our guests! We bid on 
baskets and items donated by local business 
as well as creative baskets the membership 
puts together. At the luncheon we honored 
our 50-year member and Thrift Shop Chair-
man, Jan Miller.
We have shared in sorrow as we lost our long-
time member and dear sister Kathy Cofield in 
March. Due to the generosity of her friends 
and our membership we were able to give a 
new scholarship in her honor. When you add 
in our fundraising efforts, we were able to give 
$5,000 in scholarships this year.
We were also able to donate to various worthy 
organizations in our community.
We look forward to the 2019-2020 year of 
sisterly fun and fellowship, sharing time with 
each other and giving to others.

ALPHA
Muncie, Indiana
135 Members

Second Tuesday
September 19, 1897

Slate of Officers: Jan Peirson, President; 
Valerie Helms-Mejia, Vice President; Katie 
Slabaugh, Recording Secretary; Julie Tyler, 
Corresponding Secretary; Laura Shaeffer, 
Treasurer; Terry Avila, Asst. Treasurer; 
Becke Bly, Conductress; Louise Volpp, Asst 
Conductress; Debbie Dunne, Philanthropic 
Chair; Rebecca Gilliam, Asst. Philanthrop-
ic Chair; Nancy White, Social Chair; Sue 
Taylor, Asst. Social Chair; Cindy Davis, 
Communications Chair; Chris Bowles, Par-
liamentarian; Jane Botts, Advisor; Sue Kai-
ser and Beth Lang, PIX Charities, Inc.
Social Activities: President Jan Peirson pre-
sided at the September 11, 2018, Founders 
Day dinner at the Delaware Country Club. 
Alpha Chapter celebrated the 121-year an-
niversary. A lovely and thoughtful memo-
rial service was performed for our deceased 
members. All past presidents were presented 
with a yellow rose.
Our meetings begin each month with a time 
to meet, greet and catch up on the past months 
activities. In December, we had a Holiday Tea 
at Minnetrista Cultural Center and enjoyed 
great fellowship and beautiful music by a few 
members of the Muncie Symphony Orchestra.
January is always a great time of getting to 
know each other better when we meet at 
various restaurants in the area for meetings, 
either lunch or dinner. We get a chance to get 
one-on-one time with sisters we might not 
know as well.
February is a luncheon potluck held at Uni-
versity Christian Church. We had a wonder-
ful celebration of our oldest member, Betty 
Kendall, who turned 103! Sister Carol Ann 
Hill did a great job of making her feel special 
with beautiful decor. We also had the privilege 
of hosting State President Deedra Runyan.
Our March meeting was held at The Alumni 
Center and we were able to hear from one 
of our scholarship recipients, Lilian Deeg, a 
sophomore dance performance major from 
Zionsville. Other recipient bios were read to 
hear the impact of the scholarships on their 
educations.
In April, we met at Westminster Village, a 
Muncie area rehab and nursing care facility 
with a time of mingling before the meeting. 
It is a pleasure to meet around the city to see 
the wonderful options Muncie has to offer in 
Cultural, Civic, and Healthcare.
Chapter News: Each meeting brings an up-
date of our membership, scholarship pro-
grams, philanthropic activities, endowment 
grants, and Bargain Box updates.
We are pleased to initiate five new pledges: 
Louise Clark, Shari Dixon, Lynne Hatfield, 
Joanie Ross, and Magi Sikora.
Our Bylaws committee has been very busy 
this year updating Standing Rules. Charities 
Inc. bylaws are due to be reviewed next. They 
do a great job of keeping us up to date!

Kappa ladies enjoyed food, fellowship, and fun 
during their spring social, a silent auction luncheon. 
Pictured below are the many items available for 
auction, donated by local businesses and members.

Indiana State President Deedra Runyan (left) poses 
with her item won at Kappa’s spring social silent 
auction. The chapter also took the opportunity to 
honor 50-year member Jan Miller (right) at the 
luncheon.
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ALPHA MU
Hartford City, Indiana

14 Members
Third Monday

1925
Slate of Officers: Cara Bennett, President; 
Jennie Jacobs, Vice President; Christy Ter-
hune, Treasurer; Arlene West, Correspond-
ing Secretary; Ashlee Beeman, Recording 
Secretary
Chapter News: Our small chapter is grow-
ing…although we lost one member to a job 
transfer, we did initiate two new ladies this 
year. We have 11 faithful active members 
and eight honorary members that go above 
and beyond to make sure that our chapter 
remains active and fundraisers are profitable 
which allows us to give back to our commu-
nity. We hold a dinner every spring for our 
honoraria to keep them updated on what we 
have accomplished throughout the year. It’s a 
great time for all.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: 2018-
2019 has been a profitable year for the Alpha 
Mu Chapter. Our cheese ball fundraiser con-
tinues to be profitable year after year. The pro-
ceeds from this project allow us to continue 
sponsoring our annual speech and hearing 
clinic during the summer, and also allows us 
to contribute to the Blackford High School 
Academic Honor Jacket program. Each year 
we provide a scholarship for a graduating 
senior planning to attend college and major 
in the areas of speech and hearing, art, music, 
or literature.
We will continue to educate our community 
about domestic violence and to assist victims 
when and where necessary. We will always 
honor the memory of our sister who lost her 
life due to an act of domestic violence in 2001. 

ALPHA PHI
Fortville, Indiana

23 Members
Second Wednesday & Fourth Monday

September 1927
Slate of Officers: LouAnn Ewing, President; 
Jenny Humerickhouse, Vice President; Beth 
Aikins, Treasurer; Lola Halterman, Record-
ing Secretary; Gale Jacobi, Corresponding 
Secretary; Melissa Anderson, Conductress
Fundraising and fun intertwine throughout 
the year at our chapter. During the sum-
mer, we provided a multi-week Speech Clinic 
completed by 15 students and we sponsored 
one camper at the Hear Indiana camp. Alpha 
Phi kicked off our 91st year as a chapter with 
our annual Fall Mum sale. Several members 
were busy over the summer organizing our 
annual Sisterhood Bazaar, which takes place 
in September and provides an opportunity to 
shop local vendors and raise money for our 
chapter to support our many endeavors. PIX 
has a booth to promote community awareness 
of our mission and to increase membership. 
This was our fourth year organizing the Sis-
terhood Bazaar and it continues to grow and 
improve each year.
Another way we raise funds is through our 
Nuts and Candy sale, which takes place in the 
fall. Once again, it was a profitable endeavor.  
In November, we combine fundraising and 
fun with our annual cheeseball sale. Meet-
ing at a local school’s kitchen to make the 
cheeseballs is an opportunity to get to know 
new members better and to catch up with each 
other as we work together. All always have a 
good time! The Alpha Phi Chapter kicked off 
the holidays by distributing “Cheer Baskets” to 
people who could use a little cheer. We contin-
ued providing cheer by co-hosting “Breakfast 
with Santa.” It was another fun time with great 
attendance. Each child in attendance received 
a book donated by our chapter.
Our Christmas social is an anticipated event 
that’s also a fundraiser for our chapter. After 
a delicious meal, we had our Christmas Auc-
tion. Each sister brings an item, many hand-
made, that is auctioned off. All proceeds go 
to the general fund.
Our Spring Flower sale is in full swing now, 
with delivery just in time for Mother’s Day. 

Each year we sell hanging baskets, flats of 
annuals, and geraniums. This fundraiser is 
always highly anticipated, as the flowers are 
always so gorgeous! We continue to generate 
income for our chapter throughout the year by 
selling trash bags available through members 
and at our local bank.
Again, this year, we created our entry into 
the Bikes in Bloom event promoting not-for-
profits in Fortville and beautifying downtown. 
Our sisters are very creative and the bike looks 
amazing! It’s adorned with beautiful flowers 
and of course books, musical notes and art 
supplies to emphasize what we stand for!
Our fundraising efforts allow us to provide 
donations and support for local organizations 
in our community including the art, music, 
and drama departments and libraries at Mt. 
Vernon schools, the Fortville library, HCCF 
(Imagination Library in Hancock County). 
We provide support to individuals in need on 
a request basis and through the local “Shop 
with a Cop” Christmas Program. Alpha Phi 
also funds three $1,000 scholarships in music, 
art, and literature to college-bound seniors. 
Our chapter is still going strong after 91 years!

ALPHA CHI
Hagerstown, Indiana

28 Members
Second and Fourth Monday

December 29, 1927
Slate of Officers: Gwen Haney, President; 
Debbie Weiss, Vice President; Susie Lewis, 
Treasurer; Jane Tibbets, Corresponding Sec-
retary; Debbie Bell, Recording Secretary; 
Suanna Goodnight, Conductress; Mary Ann 
Pollard, Advisor
This was a special year for Alpha Chi chapter.  
We celebrated our 90th birthday with a lun-
cheon and musical game at a local restaurant.
To raise money to support our philanthropic 
projects, we made and sold cheese balls. Sell-
ing potted plants and hanging baskets supple-
ments funds to provide our yearly scholarship 
to a graduating senior. As a new project, this 
year we sold Wicks pies at Easter.

Alpha Mu chapter makes cheese balls every year 
to raise funds for their charitable contributions to 
community projects.

The sisters of Alpha Mu welcomed two new pledges 
(above) and later celebrated their initiation (below) 
into Psi Iota Xi.

A fun favor at an Alpha Phi chapter event.
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cheeseballs. This is one of our big fundraisers 
every year. Our other big fundraiser is sell-
ing coupons for $10 and $18 dollars to the 
Garden Gate Greenhouse in Peru. These two 
fundraisers help us with our annual philan-
thropic giving this year of $9,945 to our local 
schools and other deserving county programs. 
We were saddened with the loss of two of our 
sisters this past year: Ann Brown and Mary 
Jane Mock. We are looking forward to the 
new challenges ahead with new officers and a 
commitment made to help fund a new YMCA 
building, which is a much needed facility in 
our county.

BETA DELTA
Van Wert, Ohio

7 Members
First and Third Tuesday

September 1929
Slate of Officers: Susan Mosier, President; 
Liz Gibson, Vice President; Lori Balliet, Re-
cording Secretary; Betty Miller, Treasurer; 
Connie Hart, Corresponding Secretary; Gale 
McCoy, Conductress; Kathy Miller, Advisor
Beta Delta had another successful year with 
President Susan Mosier leading the way!
We are proud to announce that our chapter 
has been making a difference in our commu-
nity for 89 years! In celebration we gathered 
at the Black Angus in Van Wert for our annual 
Anniversary Dinner. We invited honorary 
retired and alumni members to join us. It was 
a very enjoyable evening for all! In early May 
three representatives from our club presented 
scholarships totaling $1,200 to six candidates 
from area schools. In June, President Susan 
Mosier and Secretary Lori Balliet attended the 
National Convention June 22-24 in Carmel, 
Indiana. After returning they shared events 
from the convention and encouraged others 
to attend the next convention. July is our an-
nual Convoy Community Days parade and 
three members walked in the parade passing 
candy and reminding the community of our 
cheeseball making that people really enjoy. 
Cheeseball making is our major money mak-
ing project that gives us the opportunity to 
donate to local community projects and award 
scholarships to students. September we vol-
unteered to help with the “Bag Bingo” at the 
Convoy Community Days. We also sponsored 
a “31 bag” to show our support in the com-
munity. A fun day for all, especially the win-
ners of the bags! November is a very special 
month as we make hundreds of cheeseballs 
for many family Thanksgiving gatherings. 
December is a very busy month for our group. 
On December 1st, we joined in the commu-
nity celebration “Christmas in the Village.” 
Our group sponsored an ornament decorat-
ing craft for area children. December 4th we 
met at the home of Gale McCoy to celebrate 
Christmas. Instead of exchanging names, we 
chose to donate money that we would have 
spent on a gift to the local food pantry. We 
purchased turkey breasts and gave cash to 
purchase other items needed for the holidays 
to make their Christmas a little brighter. In 
February we helped again with the Bag Bingo 
and sponsored a bag from our sorority group. 
Our treasurer Betty Miller headed up the Bag 

We continue to promote art, literature and 
music in our community. We support the 
Community Reader program and several of 
our members are readers in K-2 classrooms.  
At the end of the year we buy books for the 
elementary students in these grades. We spon-
sor a dental screening for students in grades 1 
and 4. Throughout the year we give donations 
of needed items to the elementary school 
nurse, the senior center, the food pantry, the 
women’s shelter, and clothing and toys for 
Christmas through the local trustee’s office. 
We make a monetary donation to the trustee’s 
office to be used for help with heating bills.
Monetary donations are made to the schools’ 
arts and music departments. Other monetary 
donations were made as we received special 
requests.
We held a Homemade Item Auction in the 
fall and an auction of items no longer needed 
by the members in the spring. Money raised 
from these is used to offset the cost of our 
holiday party in January and Spring Fling 
in June.
We look forward to the upcoming year as we 
plan volunteer opportunities and fun social 
gatherings.

BETA GAMMA
Peru, Indiana
64 Members

Third Monday
June 1929

Slate of Officers: Laura Hochstedler, Presi-
dent; Cami Walters, Vice-President; Kristi 
Jordan, Recording Secretary; Laura Prescott, 
Corresponding Secretary; Kim Martino, 
Treasurer; Julie Spangler, Conductress; Cin-
dy Stewart, Advisor
The Beta Gamma chapter has had another 
busy, fun-filled year with our initiation of new 
members: Jessica Bertapelli, Jenny Chandler, 
Morgan Gold, and Rita Jackson in June. Each 
meeting’s roll call this year was a response to a 
specific question that the president presented 
for that particular meeting. This has allowed 
each of us to get to know each other a little 
better. We also initiated a pictorial directory 
so that members, especially new members, 
could be able to put names to faces as we grow 
in numbers. We had an enjoyable August 
party at Garden Gate Greenhouse. We were 
served a light meal, and educated on how to 
properly grow and care for Hydrangeas by one 
of the staff at the greenhouse. We celebrated 
Christmas together at Main Street UMC for 
a delicious dinner and Christmas music pro-
vided by the Peru High School swing choir. 
Our March meeting and party was also at 
Main Street UMC with a light meal, and an 
education and presentation on the history 
and fashion of hats through the years by Sha-
ron Dillman! It was also announced that the 
ceramic poppies that we made the previous 
year for the Miami County WWI celebration/
memorial would be sent to the Indiana State 
War Memorial display in Indianapolis.
With all this fun, we did have two scheduled 
work days with one in November and one in 
December to make our annual cheeseballs. 
This runs like a well-oiled machine when we 
are all pitching in to do our part to make 6,030 

Bingo and three members helped her that 
Saturday. Thanks to our numerous cheeseball 
sales, we were able to donate to local fire/EMS 
departments, area pre-schools, school librar-
ies, high school drama departments, high 
school scholarships, and local food pantries.
We look forward to another successful and re-
warding year in sharing friendships, laughter, 
and service to others. We are always thinking 
of the less fortunate around us and hope to 
continue supporting and encouraging the 
lives of those around us.

BETA ZETA
Summitville, Indiana

16 Members
Second Tuesday

1930
Under the veteran leadership of President 
Anita Moulton and her officers, the 2018-19 
Beta Zeta year brought wonderful opportuni-
ties to strengthen community relationships 
and fellowship with one another.
During our November meeting at the Sum-
mitville Fire Department, we welcomed the 
Crisis Training & Consulting Indiana team to 
train and instruct our sisters in how to prevent 
deaths by applying tourniquets. This group of 
men are traveling all over the state of Indiana 
to help instruct first responders, such as you 
and me, on how to provide vital first aid prior 
to emergency crews reaching the location. 
CTC Indiana will be a recipient of funds sup-
port from our chapter to continue to provide 
this instruction to schools, universities, and 
corporations throughout Indiana.
Our biggest fundraiser of the year was in No-
vember with our annual cheeseball sales and 
a close second is our May flower sales just in 
time for Mother’s Day. Each year we continue 
to add new individuals to our customer base 
helping to increase our total profit. Those 
profits have helped the chapter to support the 
following local groups: the local fire depart-
ment, Hazelbaker Library, Summitville Health 
and Living Center, and The Hope Center for 
youth activities. Beta Zeta awards two scholar-
ships for Madison-Grant graduating seniors, 
as well as band, choral, and art awards to 
outstanding seniors. Our chapter continues to 
donate Christmas gifts to Summitville Health 
& Living Center residents and choose a family 
in the community at Christmas to provide 
toys, clothes, and food.
The sisters have enjoyed our time together 
each month and the many creative and en-
tertaining programs we’ve had this year. We 
held a cookout prior to our meeting in August 
and a salad supper in October. This provided 
our chapter an opportunity to highlight deli-
cious recipes and fellowship with one another. 
In addition, we hosted a “Beta Zeta Antique 
Roadshow” night in March where members 
brought in collectible items to share with 
the group. No matter the program, our sis-
ters always enjoy our time of fellowship and 
laughter.
The Beta Zeta chapter has made concentrated 
efforts towards increasing our membership. 
We were so glad to welcome back past mem-
bers Christine Davis, Vicki Reynard, and 
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Cathy DuPouy, all of whom will be moving to 
active status in the 2019-20 year. We continue 
to work hard on existing projects and look 
forward to another great year for our chapter’s 
philanthropic endeavors.

BETA IOTA
Farmland, Indiana

6 Members
Second Monday

1932
Slate of Officers: Sarah Laskar, President; 
Jennette Sumwalt, Recording Secretary and 
Advisor; Jennifer Schneider, Corresponding 
Secretary; Alicia Corn, Treasurer
Beta Iota has been busy this year. We always 
return from convention inspired to do more 
with our sorority sisters and community.
In June we pick up our honorary members 
to carpool and have a night out. This year we 
went to Johnny Carino’s. Their separate room 
is quiet enough to where we were able to initi-
ate two new members. Since we are flexible in 
members, we are able to adjust our meeting 
night to benefit the schedules of our members.  
We all work together to decide and create 
items for the Sales Room at Convention.
Beta Iota hosted a Longaberger and Vera 
Bradley Bingo and a Quarter Auction both 
spring and fall. This year we also made two 
types of cheeseballs that we sold in the com-
munity during the local Christmas Walk and 
a Bazaar. With our advance sales, we were 
happy with the outcome of this new money-
maker. These funds help with various groups 
and scholarships.
We are always helping families in our com-
munity at their time of need. We set aside a 
day to deliver May Bags to shut-in, elderly, and 
special people who may need a reminder that 
we are thinking of them. We work with the 
local food pantry to provide items they need 
to meet their patrons’ needs. This past year, 
we provided fleece throws for the Angel Tree 
children that is offered through our school.
Our sorority sisters are a “family.” We are able 
to be there for each other and adjust as family 
must do to continue to grow together.

BETA UPSILON
Mt. Vernon, Ohio

16 Members
Second Tuesday

May 1937
Slate of Officers: Sandra Fithian, President; 
Vikki Eley, Vice President; Elaine Hauberg, 
Recording Secretary; Amy Rhoades, Trea-
surer; Julie Borchers, Corresponding Secre-
tary; Elaine Ambrosiani, Cunductress
Social Activities: As it has been proven year 
after year, we are a group of sisters who work 
hard for our community. Our cooperative 
efforts are increased by social get-togethers 
where the bonds of friendship are created 
and strengthened.
Several sisters gathered at a local business to 
celebrate Founders Day in September. It was a 
lovely time of fellowship and good cheer in the 
unique setting of a store featuring bulk foods, 
a restaurant, and a charming selection of gifts.

Our annual Christmas party was held at Maz-
zas, a local Italian restaurant. It was an evening 
of warm company and lively conversation. We 
were honored with the presence of several 
past members.
Each spring, we coordinate a social event 
that involves an activity of some kind. This 
year, we traveled to nearby Groovy Plants 
Ranch. There, members each created their 
own wreath of succulents in terracotta pots. 
What a unique and fun gathering!
Chapter News: Last year, we decided to try 
a new approach in welcoming prospective 
members. We allowed prospective members 
to attend meetings, volunteer on committees, 
provide community services, and participate 
in social events throughout the year as they 
learned about our chapter and made new 
friends within. We are happy to report suc-
cess with this approach, as we look forward to 
installing five new members who have spent 
the past year working alongside us!
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Our chap-
ter is a group of passionate women who strive 
to make a difference in our community. This 
shows in the number and variety of volunteer 
activities we participate in.
In September, we held our meeting at a local 
restaurant. We enjoyed the change in scenery 
and some delicious food. The best part was 
that the restaurant donated a portion of their 
proceeds for the evening to our chapter.
In December, we once again sold lunch and 
refreshments at an annual craft show held at 
nearby Kenyon College. This year, we offered 
chili, hotdogs, homemade desserts, chips, and 
beverages for sale. Our efforts were appreci-
ated by both the shoppers and the vendors at 
the craft show.
Our most exciting fundraiser of the year was 
our second annual Tea. After a successful 
inaugural event last year, we were excited to 
dive into our second year of this fundraiser. 
Our theme this year was A Garden Tea Party. 
The committee members worked hard secur-
ing a beautiful location, a delicious menu, 
and the most beautiful garden-themed decor. 
With their hard work and creative thinking, 
we made some changes that helped the after-
noon event run even more smoothly than last 
year. Local musicians provided lovely enter-
tainment. Each table featured a centerpiece 
created by a member, and guests had the op-
portunity to vote for their favorite centerpiece 
in several categories. This was a great way 
to foster conversation and mingling among 
our guests. The community was once again 
generous as members solicited sponsorships. 
We sold over 70 tickets for our Tea this year, 
making it a tremendously successful fund-
raiser. We look forward to next year’s event!
For many years, we have volunteered to assist 
our district school nurse with vision screen-
ings. We had several new screeners participate 
in this important activity this year.
Members also volunteered as judges for a high 
school debate tournament held at Kenyon 
College. It is always a privilege to witness these 
talented students. This is another volunteer 
opportunity that our chapter participates in 
year after year.

A new volunteer event this year was a lu-
minary walk for the holidays. Members as-
sembled and set up luminaries to honor and 
remember loved ones. The luminaries lined 
walkways at Mount Vernon’s beautiful Foun-
dation Park.
As a group, our chapter voted to support some 
new philanthropic opportunities this year. 
We made a donation to a local theater group, 
Orange Barrel Productions, to help fund a 
trailer for them to use to store the many props 
and supplies they use. We also made a dona-
tion to a local preschool, art department, and 
library to help fund supplies needed. Our local 
YMCA has started a weekly youth enrichment 
program where youth from the community 
can come learn and create together. We not 
only made a monetary donation towards this 
effort, but members have also volunteered to 
host some of the youth enrichment programs. 
They will teach briefly about a topic and then 
guide the children in making a craft related 
to that topic. What a loving way to provide an 
important community service!

GAMMA ALPHA
Portland, Indiana

35 Members
Alternating Mondays and Tuesdays

June 10, 1940
Slate of Officers: Jeanna Ford, President; 
Sandy McGraw, Vice President; Abby Theu-
rer, Recording Secretary; Rachel Benirschke, 
Treasurer; Sara Mercer, Corresponding Sec-
retary; Lisa Manor, Advisor; Jeanna Ford, 
Conductress
Our members have been more active than 
ever, and we have had a great year! We have 
added some new fundraisers for our General 
Fund and some new fun incentives during 
meetings. One of these is the PIX Treasure 
Box—members contribute $2 for each of six 
Monday meetings. At the end of the year, 
participating members will be entered into 
a drawing for a $50 gift card. Secondly, PIX 
Picks—we have implemented a traveling PIX 
jar, in which members fill with the items of 
their choice, and it is open for bidding four 
times throughout the year (new items fill the 
jar each time). Finally, we started an “Almost 
Perfect PIX Attendance Award”—members 
that attend 10 of the 13 scheduled meetings 
will be entered to win a crisp $100 bill!
Gamma Alpha ventured into a new fundrais-
ing project in 2018, a Pineapple Whip and 
Mini Melt ice cream, pop, and water booth 
at our great Jay County Fair. This proved to 
be very successful and we plan to continue 
this year.
We continued our two other major fundrais-
ers, our Taco Salad stand at the Tri-State 
Tractor and Engine Show (in August), and 
our made-from-scratch cheeseballs in the fall. 
These two projects require a lot of commit-
ment from our members, and we continue to 
be successful with them!
In the spring, Gamma Alpha volunteers at our 
community Easter Egg Hunt. Again this year, 
the weather was on the soggy side, but we were 
still able to pass out candy to area youngsters 
at an indoor location.
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Our chapter is proud to be a major sponsor 
of the Civic Theater’s production of Newsies. 
We donated funds, helped usher the event, 
and baked lots and lots of cookies for inter-
missions. 
Our members celebrate our chapter and friend-
ships at our annual Christmas Party and June 
Banquet. We also send delegates to our State 
and National Conventions to represent Gam-
ma Alpha.

GAMMA TAU
Marion, Indiana

30 Members
First Tuesday

April 25, 1954
Slate of Officers: Linda Kitts, President; Lori 
Maynard, Vice President; Carol Eddy, Re-
cording Secretary; Cheri Milford, Treasur-
er; Renee’ Cox, Corresponding Secretary; 
Terry Collier, Conductress; Beth Vipond, 
Advisor
On April 25, 1954, ceremonies were held at 
the Hostess House in Marion, Indiana, for 
the newest chapter of Psi Iota Xi sorority. As 
we celebrate our 65th year, our dedication to 
the mission of community service in speech, 
hearing, art, music, and literature remain as 
important to our chapter now as was  in 1954.
Our main fundraiser of the year is the selling 
of our famous cheese balls. For two days in 
early November our sisters work hard to form, 
weigh, and wrap over 6,600 cheese balls. Most 
of the cheese balls are pre-sold and must be 
delivered. We also participated in local craft 
shows to sell cheese balls and talk to the com-
munity about our mission.
The proceeds of our fundraiser allow us to 
hold a free speech and hearing clinic in June 
for children ages 4-18. We are also able to 
give scholarships to high school seniors who 
apply in the fields of speech and hearing, 
music, and art. We also serve our community 
by sponsoring families at Christmas and sup-
plying Books for Babes for the newborns at 
our local hospital.
Part of our early philanthropic projects in 
1957-1958 included funding for band uni-
forms at Marion High School. The rotating 
state grant that we received this year carried 
on that tradition with our donation to Justice 
Intermediate School Band. The funds will 
contribute to the maintenance and repair of 
band instruments as well as helping some 
band members rent instruments.  
We will be initiating one new member this 
year. Lindi Conrad will be a welcome addition 
to our chapter.
Our monthly meeting is held at different 
sisters’ homes from September to June and 
is a mix of friendly competition between the 
blue and gold teams, our business meeting, 
delicious refreshments, and fellowship. Our 
activities included a fun-filled day of shopping 
and lunch in Noblesville.
We are excited about the upcoming year as we 
celebrate our 65th year as a chapter.

ZETA BETA
Anderson, Indiana

9 Members
Third Tuesday

April 1957
Slate of Officers: Kaye Judt, President; Terri 
Lee, Vice President and Conductress; Linda 
Gould, Recording Secretary; Jan Olive, Cor-
responding Secretary; Mary Falkenberry, 
Treasurer; Melody Hunt, Advisor
Zeta Beta members had a great start with a 
pitch-in at the home of President Kaye Judt.  
Food seemed to be a great draw to the meet-
ings as we tried out recipes for several of our 
catered “Joy Luncheons,” a moneymaking 
project for our General Fund. Having that 
time to socialize before our business meetings 
gives us time to share each member’s highs 
and lows of the month.
We began our year awarding our Speech and 
Hearing Grants, totaling nearly $3,000, to 
many therapists throughout Madison County.  
By moving the grants to the fall the therapists 
are able to utilize the awarded materials with 
their students throughout the school year.
Running like a well-oiled machine, our small 
chapter gathered together in late October to 
produce 1300 cheeseballs, a holiday favorite.  
We could not have managed without the help 
of daughters, daughters-in-law, husbands, 
sisters, and friends.
Early March our chapter, along with the Madi-
son County Art Association, sponsored a high 
school art show. It is always amazing to see 
what fine art projects the students of Madi-
son County can produce. We gave monetary 
awards to excellence in drawing, painting, 
photography, pottery, textile arts, jewelry 
making, and mixed media.
Zeta Beta also supports the Anderson Sym-
phony Orchestra, the Madison County Literacy 
Coalition, and other community organiza-
tions. We are happy to be able to give cheer 
to those less fortunate about us. And we love 
being together in order to do it.

ETA IOTA
Parker City, Indiana

16 Members
First Tuesday

March 24, 1968
Slate of Officers: Traci Lykins, President;  
Angela Guillaume, Vice President; Tonya 
Garland, Treasurer; Dana Calhoun, Re-
cording Secretary; Connie Goen, Corre-
sponding Secretary; Sharon Mynsberge, 
Conductress; Lesley Moulton, Advisor;  Cher-
yl Rowe, Internet Specialist; Judy Moulton, 
Historian
Eta Iota’s year began as one of our mem-
bers, Judy Moulton, was honored at National 
Convention by being chosen as Psi Ote of 
the Year! Judy has been an active member of 
our chapter for 51 years. Her experience and 
guidance have been invaluable to us and we 
have been blessed to have her in our chapter. 
Our members keep up on each other’s news 
during our social time before our meetings 
while indulging in the culinary skills of our 
hostess or occasionally during a carry-in. Our 

Christmas social was held at a local restaurant 
where we enjoyed the company of a pro-
spective pledge and several honorary retired 
members. Our annual ornament exchange is 
always a treat and we continued our tradition 
of passing the hat to purchase clothing for 
three children from Monroe Central schools.
Nine members and two of our daughters spent 
a Saturday morning in December along with 
many other organizations/churches to wrap 
Christmas presents for the Randolph County 
Secret Families. This was the first time we 
were involved in this worthwhile, growing 
charity. The Parker City Memorial Library, 
which is solely run and maintained by Eta 
Iota, is our longstanding project that is near 
and dear to our hearts and to the hearts of 
our loyal patrons.
We pursued a new fundraiser this year. We 
met in a church kitchen where we mixed, 
rolled, baked, and packaged crescent rolls, 
which were sold before Thanksgiving. Our 
October Arts, Crafts, and Collectibles Show, 
including a soup luncheon and bake sale, was 
again our most successful fundraiser. Along 
with our spring flower sale, we were able to 
donate to charities and serve Monroe Central 
schools in the areas of art, literature, music, 
and speech/language. Five scholarships were 
given to seniors pursuing careers in our so-
rority interests.
Eta Iota enjoyed a visit from East Central 
District Officer Beth Vipond in March. Our 
chapter would like to thank Traci Lykins for 
her four years of effective leadership as our 
president. We were excited to welcome two 
new members, Andrea Landis and Cynthia 
Thomas, to our chapter to help us continue 
to enrich the lives in our community.

THETA ZETA
Fort Recovery, Ohio

40 Members
Fourth Wednesday

June 9, 1971
Slate of Officers: Nikki Hawk, President; 
Mary Diller, Vice President; Jessica Jutte, 
Treasurer; Pauline Faller, Recording Sec-
retary; Cathy Etzler, Corresponding Secre-
tary; Shelly Vaughn, Conductress
Social Activities: The sisters of Theta Zeta 
meet monthly August through May. This year 
we celebrated our 48th Anniversary with our 
Founder’s Day Dinner in June. Many honor-
ary members attend and it is a wonderful 
event to share with them. In October we wel-
comed East Central District Officer Beth Vi-
pond to our meeting. Our annual Christmas 
party was held at El Camino restaurant and a 
fun-filled night was enjoyed by all. A variation 
of the Newlywed game was our program, and 
Cathy Etzler presented all of us with hand-
crocheted snowflakes. In January our meeting 
was preceded by some “reverse bingo games.” 
In February, we were informed of the details 
of a community project called WOW (Win 
on The Wabash) and how our chapter can 
help with that large event. In March, we held 
our meeting at a local restaurant with a great 
meal and had a purse auction. Our proceeds 
will be our donation to our Local Christmas 
FR Radio Show, where money is raised for 
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local needs. April called for a quick Easter 
Egg activity for prizes.
Throughout the year, we always share our 
Happy Bucks moments and share anyone in 
need of prayers. We schedule informational 
speakers before the beginning of the meeting. 
This year we heard from Eagle Scout candi-
dates, our East Central District Officer Beth 
Vipond, and Jeff Wendel speaking on behalf 
of the community.
Chapter News: We initiated one new mem-
ber, Mrs. Julie Krieg, and are so glad she has 
joined us. The age range of our membership 
goes from 20s to 70s and we consider that a 
blessing and a gift to our chapter.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Our chapter 
profited over $8,300 in fundraiser in the 2018-
2019 year. This money was raised through the 
following projects: catering our local Histori-
cal One-Of-A-Kind Auction, Bulk Food Sales 
(twice yearly), Cake Roll Sales, organizing our 
Community Calendar, Community Garage 
Sales, Snooty Fox Bus Trip (upscale con-
signment stores), and Sechler Pickle Sales. 
Members also donate countless volunteer 
hours during our local summer festival, The 
Jubilee. We add up the hours by participat-
ing in the parade, selling chicken dinners, 
organizing and running a quarter auction, 
and organizing a craft beer and wine tasting 
event—all in the same week! At Christmas, 
we participate in the Fort Festival of Trees. 
We feel our monetary contributions and our 
volunteer hours have a major impact on the 
Ft. Recovery community and this makes it 
all worthwhile.
Each year we donate to the Long Term Project 
and the current National Convention Raffle. 
Locally we have donated to senior scholar-
ships, school book clubs, our local library’s 
events, books for local art classroom, Fort 
Recovery Friends of the Arts, and Buckeye 
Girls’ State representative. These are reward-
ing donations for our chapter.

IOTA UPSLION
Virtual Chapter

13 Members
First Saturday
July 15, 2017

Slate of Officers: Beatrice Pfaff, President; 
Sandi Mitchem, Vice President; Ronda Jo 
Bilz, Recording and Corresponding Secre-
tary; Ann Reifel, Treasurer; Wanda Kir-
by, Conductress; Barbie Harris, Historian; 
Natalie Hendrix-Evans and Sara Hadlock, 
Publicity
This is our first Helicon article since our 
Chapter initiation in July of 2017. We are 
still finding our way in Psi Iota Xi and each 
happening is a learning experience. First of 

all we’d like to say Thank You to all of the 
Chapters and individuals who made dona-
tions to help our Chapter get started! There 
are no words to express how welcome we’ve 
been made to feel. This is truly a sisterhood.
Because we are a “Virtual” Chapter, meaning 
we have sisters in several states, it is challeng-
ing for us to all meet at one time and place for 
social and fundraising gatherings. Most of 
our sisters also volunteer for The Deaf Youth 
Sports Festival (MDO) and so we are together 
during MDO. This year we may try to have 
a specific time at MDO just for our Chapter 
sisters to gather together.
We have sisters from Indiana (Indianapolis, 
Franklin, Greenwood), Kentucky, Illinois, 
Ohio, Massachusetts, and Texas. Our meet-
ings are the first Saturday of the month, and 
we meet through Zoom.us, which is a video 
chat website. Each sister goes to the app on 
their computer or phone and enters the num-
ber for our group. We are able to see each 
other through the camera on the devices. It’s 
been very successful so far! We’ve been fortu-
nate to have Beth Keeney, Connie McDaniel, 
and Beth Vipond join us on several of our 
meeting calls. Perhaps other Chapters could 
implement this method of meeting, so if one 
of your sisters is unable to join in person, or if 
someone moves out of state, they can still be 
involved. We would be happy to demonstrate 
how it works if you are unfamiliar.
Four sisters attended the State Meeting in 
2018 in Rochester, IN, and two delegates at-
tended the 2019 State Meeting at Ben Davis 
High School in Indianapolis, Indiana. Three 
sisters were at the 2018 National Conven-
tion in Carmel, IN, and we have four sisters 
looking forward to attending the National 
Convention in French Lick, IN, this year.
Our fundraising has included offering com-
munity ASL (American Sign Language) class-
es with all funds raised going to our Chapter 
General Fund. We are in our second round 
of classes now. The Indiana School for the 
Deaf hosts an annual PTCO Day (Parent, 
Teacher, Counselor Organization), and this 
year we had a booth selling fresh fruit bowls 
and water for MDO. In Kentucky one of our 
sisters coordinated a magic show by Deaf 
magician Magic Morgan. It was successful 
and we look forward to having another show 
at the Greater St. Louis Deaf Club in Missouri 
in June. Plans are in the works for a show in 
Indiana sometime soon. The most challeng-
ing part has been securing a venue within 
our budget. We are looking forward to other 
fundraising events this fall, and adding new 
sisters in August or September.

Theta Zeta chapter celebrated Julie Krieg’s initiation 
into Psi Ote sisterhood.

Iota Upsilon members meet online via video 
conference app Zoom. East Central District Officer 
Beth Vipond participated in the above meeting.
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EST CENTRAL DISTRICT

EAST CENTRAL DISTRICT CHAPTERS:
Omega, Lebanon, IN* ................................. 1921
Alpha Zeta Aux, Thorntown, IN ................... 1923
Alpha Lambda, Zionsville, IN* .................... 1924
Beta Tau, Frankfort, IN* .............................. 1936
Gamma Delta, Attica, IN ............................. 1941
Gamma Theta, Speedway, IN ...................... 1948
Gamma Nu, Brownsburg, IN  ...................... 1950
Gamma Xi, Crawfordsville, IN ..................... 1951
Zeta Epsilon, Bargersville, IN ...................... 1958
Zeta Sigma Aux, Greenwood, IN ................. 1964
Eta Delta, Carmel, IN .................................. 1966
Eta Lambda, Beech Grove, IN ..................... 1968
Theta Psi, Bethany, IL .................................. 1975
Iota Alpha, Veedersburg, IN ........................ 1978
Iota Theta, Armstrong, IN. .......................... 1980
Iota Sigma, St. Joseph, IL ............................ 2004
Iota Tau, Indianapolis, IN ............................ 2006

*Chapter also has an Auxiliary Chapter

I hope you all had a great time at Convention and got to 
enjoy a little “dancing with your sisters.” French Lick was a 
beautiful location for this group of lovely ladies! The West 
Central District had a fabulous year, donating more than 
$118,000.00 to all of our projects. We also added 23 new 
members to our 15 chapters. That is quite an achievement! 
I am always amazed when I read your PCRs to see how hard 
you work and what amazing things you accomplish!

Beginning my fourth year as your West Central District 
Officer, I have enjoyed every minute of my time with you. I 
am looking forward to what everyone has planned for this 
year and am excited to get new ideas! Trying something 
new is hard but usually worthwhile! For chapters, try a new 
fundraiser or pick a new project to support. For sisters, join 
a committee you have never served on before or become an 
officer. I guarantee that you won’t regret it. It will open up 
a whole new window to Psi Iota Xi for you. Please contact 
me if you ever have a question or concern; I am here to 
help. Thank you again for letting me serve you as your West 
Central District Officer.

Total Community Outreach .........................................................$ 17,537.92
Total Speech and Hearing ...........................................................$ 34,043.24
Total Music ................................................................................$ 24,495.10
Total Fine Arts ............................................................................$ 23,107.69
Total Literature/Literacy ..............................................................$ 19,120.00

15
Chapters

360
Members

OMEGA
Lebanon, Indiana

39 Members
First Monday

November 12, 1921
Slate of Officers: Heather Roberts, President; Wendy McMann, 
Vice President; Carol Hawkins, Recording Secretary; Anita Bowen, 
Corresponding Secretary; Pam Reese, Treasurer; Cheri Keller, 
Conductress; Diana Lamb, Advisor
Social Activities: Our Pledge Initiation in June was the highlight of 
the year where we welcomed two new members and one new legacy. It 
is always exciting to see our chapter grow, and especially when we can 
keep future generations connected to Psi Otes. Other socials included 
a summer picnic, a fall-themed game night, a Christmas celebration 
with our local high school chorale group bringing holiday cheer, and an 
opportunity to be caught up on all the exciting happenings in our com-
munity through an Economic Development Corporation presentation.
Chapter News: Last June, Omega was happy to host the Welcome 
Party at National Convention in Indianapolis. It was a fun evening 
being together with sisters from around the region! New members this 
year were Michelle Beard and Tammy Turner. New legacy member 
is Maci French.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Fundraisers are a wonderful way 
to raise important charitable dollars for our Chapter initiatives while 
also building sisterhood. 2018-19 fundraisers were very good for us 

Taffy Day
DISTRICT OFFICER

Omega–Lebanon, IN
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of hosting our National President, Connie 
McDaniel. We initiated one new member in 
September and two new members in April: 
Rhonda Fox, Melissa Gesse, and Marianne 
Samuel. One of our new members was a recip-
ient of a Psi Iota Xi Scholarship as a senior in 
high school. She is now a Speech Pathologist.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Mem-
bers collected art supplies for teens living at 
the United Methodist Children’s Home in 
Lebanon, Indiana. Susan Bennett, the director 
at the children’s home, shared its outreach and 
mission during our May meeting. 570 cheese-
balls of three delicious flavors were hand-
rolled by members in November just in time 
for Thanksgiving and Christmas. In Decem-
ber, members sang Christmas carols as they 
strolled down the hallways of the Zionsville 
Meadows Retirement Community, hoping to 
lift the spirits of the residents. Three different 
greeting cards were made at a member’s home 
who just happens to be in the Stampin’ Up 
business on the side. Our members kept three 
cards and donated three for the front office at 
Zionsville Meadows to give to guests visiting 
residents. Savory chocolate peanut clusters 
were dipped, bagged, and sold by members 
in March. The clusters were sold in packs of 
three. Singles were sold at local businesses in 
Zionsville and Indianapolis.

ALPHA LAMBDA Aux.
Zionsville, Indiana

27 Members
First Tuesday

1977
Slate of Officers: Ann Baun, President; Ann 
Cripe, Vice President; Rita Evans, Secre-
tary; Dar Parsons, Treasurer
Social Activities: Social activities for our 
Auxiliary Chapter include meeting at various 
area restaurants for our lunch and meetings. 
Places included Hollyhock Hill in Indianapo-
lis; LA Café in Whitestown; McAlister’s Deli 
in Cobblestone; and Zionsville Pizzeria and 
Stone Creek in Zionsville. We also had a Picnic 
at the Farm at Maplelawn Farmstead for our 
September meeting and our Reunion Lun-
cheon in October when we invited all active 
and past members of our parent chapter to 
join us for lunch and meeting. This year 23 
members and two guests attended.
Chapter News: The Auxiliary has a schedule 
of seven meetings a year. We take a summer 
break during July and August and a winter 
break in December, January and February.

and featured the return of Tour of Homes in 
September with four houses open for commu-
nity members to enjoy and gather decorating 
ideas. A variety of food items were prepared 
and sold at a large farm consignment sale in 
our community in November, and the ever-
popular Bingo featuring a St. Patrick’s theme 
attracted a near sell-out crowd in March. In 
between, members sold car wash gift certifi-
cates around Christmas time and a variety of 
flowers this spring.
Our contributions for the Omega Chapter 
this past year included a 4-year scholarship, 
Riley Hospital Music Therapy, Hear Indiana 
Camp, Summer Reading and Bookshelf at our 
public library, Little Black Box Theater, St. Jo-
seph Institute, Boone County Senior Services, 
Symphony at Sunset, Mrs. Boone County and 
Miss Boone County Contests, and the Western 
Boone Schools Music Department. An excit-
ing initiative this spring was the opportunity 
to purchase a new xylophone for the Lebanon 
Middle School Music Department! The new 
xylophone replaces one that is very worn and 
outdated. Our chapter loves the opportunity 
to see our fundraising efforts go back into the 
community in a number of different ways to 
help the young and young-at-heart.

ALPHA LAMBDA
Zionsville, Indiana

25 Members
First Tuesday

1924
Slate of Officers: René Frye, President; Beth 
Carney, Vice President; Michelle Walters, 
Recording Secretary; Kricket Williams, Cor-
responding Secretary; Cathy DeMars, Trea-
surer; Laura Dunshee, Conductress
Social Activities: Before our October business 
meeting, members socialized and shopped for 
new Fall and Winter clothing at the South-
ern Fancy Boutique Truck, a local shop in 
Zionsville. It was parked at our president’s 
house for convenience. In January members 
toured a new business, owned by a former 
Psi Ote president, called Kim’s Cookie Café. 
Members sampled cookies, cookie dough, and 
learned how she runs her business. Dinner 
and our monthly meeting followed at Con-
vivio, a local Italian Restaurant on our Main 
Street. Members enjoy supporting our local 
businesses while making Psi Iota Xi known 
in our community.
Chapter News: We take turns meeting at 
local restaurants, community buildings, and 
members’ homes throughout the year. During 
our February meeting, we had the pleasure 

Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: To raise 
money for our philanthropic fund, we had a 
book sale in November and a raffle in March 
after the meetings. With this additional mon-
ey we are donating $600 to Zionsville High 
School to promote literature, art, and music 
activities. We also made a contribution to our 
local food pantry as we do every year.

BETA TAU
Frankfort, Indiana

31 Members
First Tuesday
May 23, 1936

Slate of Officers: Alison Lyons, President; 
Olivia Rothenberger, Vice President; Marie 
Shaffer, Corresponding Secretary; Gail Rie-
del and Beth Keeney, Recording Secretaries; 
Mandi Mitchell, Treasurer; Debby Niemesh, 
Conductress; Susan Robinson, Advisor
The Beta Tau chapter has had a “gem” of a year. 
In June, we hosted the National Convention 
in Indianapolis, Indiana. This was in addi-
tion to all of our other projects. In July, we 
participated in the Hotdog Festival through 

Joined by National President Connie McDaniel, the 
sisters of Alpha Lambda created hand-stamped 
cards as an activity at one of their meetings.

November is cheese ball making time for Alpha 
Lambda.

The sisters of Alpha Lambda went carolling through 
the halls of Zionsville Meadows Retirement 
Community at Christmas time.

Two new members were initiated in Alpha Lambda 
in April.

Omega chapter’s Christmas celebration
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this going next year and have talked about 
doing another “sister” activity of some sort. In 
January we started thinking about new mem-
bers and February saw us gearing up to make 
300 to 400 cupcakes for a benefit for one of our 
members who unfortunately lost her husband 
to cancer. March and April was busy with our 
big project of Bunnyville at Easter and selling 
cinnamon rolls. Throughout the year we sup-
ported programs like our local food banks, 
park programs, summer reading programs, 
and school backpack programs. We also gave 
away close to $3,000 in scholarships to Foun-
tain and Warren County students. Whew! A 
very successful and busy year indeed.
In May we welcomed two new members, Ra-
chael Craft and Jessica Beedle.

GAMMA THETA
Speedway, Indiana

23 Members
Second Thursday

June 8, 1948
Slate of Officers: Melissa Gray, President; 
Jen Doyle, Vice President; Deedra Runyan, 
Recording Secretary; Kathy Shupe, Treasur-
er; Teresa Shupe, Corresponding Secretary; 
Cindy Helmrich, Conductress
Social Activities: The Gamma Theta chapter 
has hosted several social activities over the last 
year. The one that stands out every year is the 
Christmas party. “Secret Sister” is an activity 
during the party where we draw someone’s 
name then shop for their gift. We have also 
gone to each other’s Thanksgiving and Easter 
celebrations when family is out of town… it’s 
nice to have a Psi Iote sister around!
Chapter News: Gamma Theta hosted the 2019 
Indiana State Meeting in Indianapolis, IN.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: We were 
able to provide two scholarships to students 
this year to attend the Indiana University 
School of Music summer camp. Both recipi-
ents were quite gracious for this opportunity, 
and the band director at Ben Davis High 
School was overjoyed with our generosity. We 
are still able to maintain our other fundraisers 
such as cheeseball rolling and providing local 
hospitals with equipment such as hearing aids. 
One of our proudest accomplishments is host-
ing a successful State Meeting and fundraising 
nearly $2,500 from a raffle!

GAMMA NU
Brownsburg, Indiana

23 Members
Second Monday

November 5, 1950
Slate of Officers: Angela Krietzer, Presi-
dent; Sue Worden, Vice President; Heather 
Sarles, Recording Secretary; Missy Cooper, 
Corresponding Secretary; Taryn Mason, 
Treasurer; Sandy Robison, Conductress; 
Sarah Reaves, Advisor
Social Activities: September was a pitch-in 
“shareables” dinner featuring mostly lighter 
fare and lively conversation as we began our 
new chapter year after the post-convention 
hiatus. November’s “grab bag costume” night 
involved bringing a bag with a costume and 

a coloring contest with the youth of the com-
munity. We helped with Optimistic Day, a fun 
day with those with special needs. In October, 
we had a pizza party and played bingo with 
the residents of the Parkview Home. Everyone 
walked away with several prizes and lots of 
smiles. For our fall social, members went to a 
breakout room in Lafayette, Indiana. 
November was spent thinking about, sell-
ing and making cheese balls. Our chapter 
made approximately 3,400 cheese balls this 
year! This project is led by our fearless cheese 
ball chairperson, Susan Robinson. During 
the making of the cheese balls, we are able 
to interact with volunteers from the local 
high schools. This activity involves all of our 
members.
Each December we choose a family and pur-
chase gifts and needed supplies. After the 
holidays, we gear up for our second major 
fundraiser of the year. March brought us back 
to the Parkview Home for pizza and bingo. 
In April, we hosted Ladies Night Out. This 
event, led by Stacy Gephart, is at the Moose 
Lodge. Ladies have the chance to win $1,000! 
This event was sold out this year after taking 
last year off to concentrate on the convention. 
April is a busy month because we also orga-
nized an art show for local junior and senior 
high students. We gave out cash prizes for the 
top three best of show at each level. Special 
thanks to Alison Lyons for organizing this 
event once again. 
The chapter continued to support a mural 
project at Frankfort Middle School. We pur-
chase supplies for the students to create a 
mural with a different theme each year.
All of our members bring something special 
to this chapter and allow it to shine. We are 
looking forward to continuing our work in 
our community and in Psi Iota Xi.

GAMMA DELTA
Attica, Indiana
14 members
First Monday

September 26, 1941
Slate of Officers: Lynne Lanham, Presi-
dent; Lori Peterson, Vice-President; Debbie 
Crowder, Recording Secretary; Lisa Davis, 
Treasurer; Rita Lanum, Corresponding Sec-
retary; Kim Tuggle, Conductress
Our President Lynne Lanham led us this year 
and presented different programs on art, music, 
and literature. Our year was a very busy one. 
At our first meeting in September we started 
planning our cheeseball project. During fall 
break we mixed one evening and rolled the 
next and ended with over 700 cheeseballs. 
They are enjoyed by everyone in our com-
munity. Christmas greenery sales were next 
and then along came Polar Express. This is 
fairly new for us and includes crafts, games, 
hot chocolate bar, movie, and of course, meet-
ing Santa Claus. It was a great time and the 
children loved it. Over Christmas break Lori 
Peterson hosted the membership with a new 
Christmas gathering to have some social time 
away from the business side of Psi Otes. Our 
retired members were invited and a hilarious 
afternoon was enjoyed by all. We hope to keep 

accessories to fit a theme (such as Christmas, 
bedtime, Halloween, etc.), paying a small fee 
to participate, and then doing a blind draw 
for your outfit for the evening. Much hilar-
ity ensued. It was all we could do to keep 
straight faces during the business meeting. 
In December, one of our two formal dinners 
for the year included Christmas/ugly sweater 
wearing, a grab bag ornament exchange, and 
of course, a delicious catered meal. February 
saw donations for three media centers in our 
local schools and an information session for 
prospective members. We had our pledge 
ceremony in March as well as a used book ex-
change (timed for spring break or late winter 
rainy days). In April, new member initiation 
took place! For May, we had a pitch-in meal 
and a “dime a dip” collection which goes into 
our general fund. In June, we capped off our 
year with officers’ installation at our second 
formal dinner in a local restaurant.
Chapter News: We are delighted to announce 
the initiation of SEVEN new sisters into Gamma 
Nu: Glenda Kehl, Nancy Kersee, Katy Myer, 
Nicole Sardinas, Jennie Shellhorn, Alisia Smith, 
and Mollie Wakefield. We are very excited to 
involve them this coming year!
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Our an-
nual cheese ball sales campaign netted around 
$17,500 and we had a wonderful time sharing 
that money with a variety of worthy individu-
als and organizations.
Art and Music: We donated to help a veteran 
art teacher replenish and replace her 25-year-
old classroom art books, continued to support 
the Hendricks Symphonic Society and the 
Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra, Hoosier 
Salon, and Indiana Repertory Theatre, as well 
as the Riley Cheer Guild Music Therapy and 
Art Therapy Carts.
Literacy: For the Brownsburg Public Library’s 
100th Birthday, we sponsored one of the street-
light banners that were displayed during 2018 
and continue to donate regularly to our li-
brary.
Speech & Hearing: We donate money to speech 
pathology programs in two local school sys-
tems. Among our new line items in our annual 
budget are donations to Hear Indiana and St. 
Joseph’s early intervention program, as well 
as a special Easter egg hunt for children with 

The sisters of Gamma Theta worked hard together 
to host a successful 2019 Indiana State Meeting.
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select a free book to take home, enjoy a light 
snack, listen to storytellers, and visit with lo-
cal organizations that promote reading in our 
community. One of the things that we hear 
from the children every time we put this event 
on is that they are so excited that they get to 
keep the book or that this is the only book that 
they have that belongs only to them. It really 
makes all the hard work worth it.
Another highlight to our chapter was having 
our very own Jennifer Hunter start her jour-
ney as a member of the Indiana State Board.  
She was installed as Secretary at this year’s 
State Convention. We are thrilled for her as 
she fulfills a longtime dream to be a part of 
the State Association.

ZETA EPSILON
Bargersville, Indiana

24 Members
First Tuesday
June 1, 1958

Slate of Officers: Rita Paris, President; Deb 
Smiley, Vice President; Diane Mallory, Re-
cording Secretary; Tina Wolfe, Correspond-
ing Secretary; Norma Lemasters, Treasurer; 
Mary Graham, Co-Treasurer; Pam Weddle, 
Conductress
Social Activities: We love to eat so it has 
become commonplace to meet at local res-
taurants prior to going to the symphony as 
a group. Many of our sisters volunteer at the 
symphony as well! We have also opted to hold 
some of meetings at restaurants to spice things 
up! At Christmas our December meeting was 
held at a local Italian spot. We added the game 
Dirty Santa to the festivities, and needless to 
say, everyone had a good laugh.
Chapter News: Our June meeting was a birth-
day celebration—our chapter turned 60! Many 
of the hostesses for our meetings this year 
decided we needed to incorporate more FUN 
in our meetings. Some chose to have a theme 
each month. We had a Western Theme, St. 
Patrick’s Day Theme, Sports Theme, Pajamas 
Theme, and a Spring Theme. Typically we 
have some sort of fundraiser at each meet-
ing such as a silent auction basket or in one 
case we had a purse auction. We also added 
some fun by competing in games and enjoyed 
making a craft.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: We are 
proud to offer a scholarship for a Center Grove 
High School student with the money we raise 

special needs (founded by our sister Jana 
Morrison).
We also donate to our local county women’s 
shelter (Sheltering Wings), the Brownsburg 
Community Schools’ music programs (band, 
orchestra, choir), and the Psi Iota Xi national 
project.

GAMMA XI
Crawfordsville, Indiana

19 Members
First Monday

October 16, 1956
Slate of Officers: Maggie Bryant, President; 
Michelle Dice, Vice President; Jennifer Hunt-
er, Corresponding Secretary; Julie Swick, Re-
cording Secretary; Pam Karle and Lisa Kidd, 
Co-Treasurers; Angie Griggs, Conductress; 
Wendy Schmitzer-Torbert, Advisor
Our theme this year was Honor to our Hon-
orary Members. Each meeting we had an 
Honorary member speak to the group to give 
us a look inside their Psi Ote “careers.” Every 
month is was a pleasure to hear how each 
one started their journey, share their favorite 
memories and to let us know why they still 
stick around.
We have many different fundraisers through-
out the year to fund our summer speech clinic 
and to put towards the Elizabeth Backe Schol-
arship, as well as many scholarships to the 
local schools. Of course we have the ever 
popular cheeseballs and geranium sales, but 
we also have a ring toss game at our local 
Strawberry Festival as well as scanning/col-
lecting tickets at the Wabash Football games.
This year was an amazing year for us. We 
contributed our last $5000 installment for our 
Elizabeth Backe Scholarship endowment. Over 
the last five years our chapter raised $25,000 in 
order to make this happen. The first recipient 
of the scholarship will be awarded in 2020 and 
we are more than anxious to see who the lucky 
person will be.
Our summer speech clinic is always a suc-
cess in our eyes, whether we help one child 
or 100. This year we look to be able to help 
approximately 80 children. We offer the clinic 
at a discount or sometimes free depending on 
the needs of the child.
Back by popular demand was our “Everyone 
Reads” event. We have had the pleasure of 
hosting this event for the last 12 years and 
hope to continue for many more to come. 
The theme this year was “Reading is Always 
in Season.” This event is open to any child ages 
newborn to 5th grade. Each child was able to 

by making 1200 cheese balls. We also sold Teri 
Lynn nuts. Three of our meetings were Dine 
& Donate events. Our sister, Wendy Sanders, 
is a MK consultant and she hosted a party 
and donated her profits to our chapter! A 
very popular volunteer event for our chapter 
is the Lemonade Shake-Up stand at our local 
fair. We have members who volunteer at our 
local high school with hearing testing. We 
also provide educational items to that speech 
and hearing department. With an increase in 
the homeless population of children in our 
school, we partnered with the school to meet 
some of their needs. The city of Greenwood 
has an adult band, and we chose to support 
them as well. The church where we hold most 
of our meetings offers a community meal, 
and many of our sisters assist with cooking, 
serving, and cleaning up. Last but not least, 
our amazing sister Cindy Crafton is a flight 
attendant for Southwest Airlines and contin-
ues to volunteer hundreds of hours a year in 
various ways to earn airline tickets for our 
sorority. Members can earn entries into a 
raffle to win a ticket each time they acquire 
five volunteer hours.

ETA DELTA
Carmel, Indiana

24 Members
Third Wednesday
August 20, 1966

Slate of Officers: Liz Bowman, President; 
Fran Clevenger, Vice President; Theresa Green, 
Corresponding Secretary; Polly Amundson, 
Recording Secretary; Kristen Bonwell, Trea-
surer; Barb Fearnow, Conductress; Lisa 
Pierce, Advisor
Eta Delta Chapter once again welcomed to our 
June salad supper three Cadets from the Hoo-
sier Youth ChalleNGe Academy as well as the 
Academy Librarian. Our Carmel High School 
Art Scholarship winner was Hannah Martin. 
Later in June, delegates Liz Bowman and 
Fran Clevenger attended National Conven-
tion in Carmel, Indiana. Lisa Pierce headed 
the committee for the National Convention 
Past National Presidents Dinner, which was 
themed “PNPs are Crown Jewels.” The PNPs 
loved their tiaras, scepters and jewel-shaped 
Art Mix ornaments. Barb Mitchel is our chap-
ter Psi Iota Xi Member of the Year 2017-2018. 
A few times during the year, our very own 
member and artist Laura LaForge Mitchel 
volunteered her time and ran an Art Club at 
Hoosier Youth ChalleNGe Academy in Henry 
County, Indiana.
Our chapter developed and sold magnetic 
bumper stickers at our chapter sales tables 
for both the 2018 Indiana State Meeting in 
Rochester, Indiana, and National Conven-
tion in Carmel, Indiana. As always we spent a 
weekend in November making 3,500 cheese-
balls/spreads! Our chapter partnered with the 
Carmel Golden K Kiwanis club who made 
150 beautiful wood bread boards to sell with 
our cheese and nuts. And once again we were 
assisted in cheese ball production by many 
husbands and the great, hardworking, Ca-
dets from HYCA. The approximately $15,000 
raised via cheese sales will help us financially 
support CHS Art Scholarships; HYCA Art 

Gamma Nu Christmas gathering, including “ugly 
sweater” attire

Gamma Xi proudly awards the final installment 
of their endowment fund for the Elizabeth Backe 
Scholarship at Purdue University. The scholarship 
funds are earmarked for graduate students pursuing 
careers in speech and hearing.
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Club Project; the Catherine Peachey Fund; 
Indiana Deaf Camp; the Hoosier Art Salon; 
the HYCA Library Fund; and the National 
Long-Term Project. We also contribute to 
ArtMix, where we were given the 2018 Acorn 
Award in recognition as the Top Funder.
The chapter Historian is digitizing the scrap-
books and combining them with chapter an-
nual reports from past Helicon publications. 
At our June Salad supper we welcomed Jean 
Otten, who transferred from the Bargersville, 
Indiana Chapter. In December, our chapter 
welcomed new member Veronica Werth; Au-
dra Dierkes opened her home to us for fan-
tastic the Christmas meeting complete with 
new/used books for donation to Heathnet and 
a chapter gift exchange. We look forward to 
the upcoming year as we plan to mix in more 
social gatherings and volunteer opportunities.

ETA LAMBDA
Beech Grove, Indiana

13 Members
First Tuesday
June 7, 1968

Slate of Officers: Phyllis Sizemore, Presi-
dent; Rici Petrecca, Vice President; Sheila 
Smith, Treasurer
Social Activities: Eta Lambda chapter turned 
50 this year! Our Local chapter formed on 
June 7, 1968. We had a lovely celebration hon-
oring not only our Chapter but also our Char-
ter member Wylla Hunter. This was attended 
by our sisters, our WCDO Taffy Day, and our 
National President Beth Keeney.  Thank you 
ladies for sharing in such a great celebration.
We the ladies of Eta Lambda chapter, Beech 
Grove, donated our book, “Eta Lambda’s 50th 
Anniversary Story,” which was written by 
Charter Member Wylla Hunter, to the Beech 
Grove Historical Society, and to our Public 
Library. Sharing the history of what we’ve 
accomplished is important to not only our 
group but to our City as well.
Chapter News: It has been a big year for Eta 
Lambda, Beech Grove. We have hit mile-
stones, we have grown, and we have opened 
ourselves to new ideas. Our chapter is feeling 
the commitment of sisterhood as we help each 
other make our chapter better.
We have installed three new members: Gayle 
Petraits, Becky Philips, and Janet Smith. Wel-
come ladies! You have already been a real joy 
to have in our sisterhood.
On the 4th of June our chapter received a 
Special Recognition from the Mayor’s office 
for our 50 years of service and contribution to 
our City. It was attended by Sheila Smith, Trea-
surer; Rici Petrecca, Vice President/Recording 
Secretary; Wylla Hunter, founding member; 
and members Peggy Billington, Janet Smith, 
and Betty Sweetman. It was something to be 
proud of.
The Beech Grove Schools Administration in-
vited us to a School Board Meeting to award us 
the “Something Extra Award.” It was given to 
honor us for our continued service to Beech 
Grove City Schools, their students, and their 
educators. It was attended by Phyllis Sizemore, 
President; Sheila Smith, Treasurer; Rici Pet-

recca, Vice President/Recording Secretary; 
and members Betty Sweetman and Peggy 
Billington. We will have a plaque on the “Wall 
of Fame” at BGHS.
As stated it has been a big year for Eta Lambda, 
Beech Grove Chapter. Thank you to all our 
sisters from the many chapters who make this 
such a worthwhile endeavor!
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: The origi-
nal fundraiser 50 years ago was selling pencils; 
we have come a long way since then. We now 
sell 3200-3800 cheeseballs annually for our 
Project Fund.
We have started up a General Fund fundraiser, 
which is selling delicious almond cakes to our 
sisters at State and National Conventions. 
These will be available each Convention. Feel 
free to contact our chapter and pre-order 
your cakes.

THETA PSI
Bethany, Illinois

15 Members
Third Monday

November 30, 1975
Slate of Officers: Lisa Schultz, President; 
Brandi Kesterson, Vice President; Barb Oli-
ver, Recording Secretary; Noelle Yeakel, 
Treasurer; Marge Overlot, Corresponding 
Secretary; Tara Underwood, Conductress; 
Rita Seelow, Advisor
We “danced with our sisters” with the instal-
lation of our new officers in May. Then we 
did the “two-step” through fundraiser Bessie 
Bingo, which is always a hope that Bessie 
“drops her chip” on our number! Then it 
is the Shuffle to Cheeseballs (really, we are 
dancing fools). 
We participated in a rainy Homecoming pa-
rade to support our team. During Halloween 
a few gathered at Barb Oliver’s home, and we 
participated in the town-wide Halloween on 
Main Street where we handed out A LOT of 
different candy with our name on the bags.  
We did not dress up this year, but PROUDLY 
had our banner showing. At Christmas, we 
took over Marge Overlot’s home with plenty 
of fellowship, fun, food, drinks, games (Lucia 
Roney was the winner, she knew a lot of the 
answers!) and an ornament exchange. One 
sister almost revealed her secret sister by 
mistake, but she caught herself in time!!!!
We have made plans for more attempts to 
spend time together in 2019 for socials. We 
revealed our secret sisters, which is always a 
lot of fun. Some had figured out who had their 
name, some didn’t.
We had an idea that was brought back from 
convention to help us raise money for our 
General fund; it has turned out to be a suc-
cess as well as a lot of fun. We have Happy 
Bucks now and for some reason one sister, 
not to mention any names, but, Barb seems 
to be the one whose name is drawn out for 
different items, but she graciously declines to 
draw another as she already won one. Some 
of these can be quite intense because several 
of us want a particular item and turns into a 
few groans and laughs all at the same time.
We know our community is grateful for all the 

things we do and donate to our schools, art, 
music/band departments; libraries; and any 
other person/group that we can help enrich. 
We gave our scholarship to Brandi Kesterson’s 
daughter who is already on her way to becom-
ing a Psi Ote, as she has volunteered her time 
since she was in 8th grade by helping us with 
cheeseballs or anything she could. We have a 
street in Bethany that we are responsible for 
keeping clean, so that can be a dirty job, but 
someone has to do it, right?!
We revealed this year’s Psi Ote of the Year at 
our May 20 meeting and installed new officers.
Thank you to the officers for their service to 
our organization! You make our lives brighter.

Whether preparing cheese balls or passing out 
candy during their local Halloween event, Theta Psi 
is dedicated to enriching lives of those about them. 

The recipient of last year’s Theta Psi scholarship is 
the daughter of a fellow Psi Ote.
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IOTA ALPHA
Veedersburg, Indiana

11 Members
Third Tuesday
June 11, 1978

Slate of Officers: Danise Smith, President; 
Cindy Ponder, Vice President; Jill Sillery, 
Recording Secretary; Susie Woolwine, Corre-
sponding Secretary; Debbie Biddle, Treasur-
er; Kim Ireland, Conductress; Mary Duncan, 
Advisor
Social Activities: Iota Alpha holds social time 
before and after each monthly meeting. We 
meet either in the home of the hostess for that 
month or at our local elementary school. Our 
fall (October) meeting was held at the South-
east Fountain Elementary cafeteria, where we 
gathered to make our annual cheeseballs. We 
also tried something new this year and held 
one of our meetings at “Inspired Fire” where 
we fused glass to make magnets and pins. The 
tour of the glass studio was very interesting!
Chapter News: Iota Alpha celebrated our 
40th anniversary in June of 2018!! All of our 
members were present, and we celebrated at 
a local church where we had cake, punch, and 
fellowship with charter members who were 
invited and came to celebrate with us. We 
also had two new members join our chapter 
this year. We welcomed Kristen Hoagland and 
Courtney Rogers into Iota Alpha.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: At the 
end of October, our chapter holds a Hal-
loween dance at our local elementary school 
for the fourth, fifth and sixth grade students. 
This has become a tradition that the kids look 
forward to. Each member brings cookies to 
give away at the dance. There is an entrance 
fee, and our chapter sells “glow in the dark” 
lights, necklaces, other fun items for the kids’ 
enjoyment. A DJ volunteers his/her time to 
entertain the kids so that they can dance and 
have a good time. It has proven to be a good 
fundraiser and very fun.
The 1st Saturday in December, Iota Alpha 
holds an annual “Santa House” at the local 
elementary school (Southeast Fountain). This 
is one of three profitable fundraisers for our 
little chapter. There is a “gift gallery” where the 
children are assisted in shopping for family 
(no parents allowed). There are games, face 
painting, craft items for assembling, and a 
cookie walk. Santa and Mrs. Claus are pres-
ent for the children to sit on his lap. There is 
an entrance fee for each child, and adults are 
free. Our “Raffle Baskets” have become quite 
the popular item as well.
In July, our chapter participates in the Foun-
tain County 4-H Fair held in Veedersburg, 
Indiana, by setting up a stand where we sell 
Lemon Shake-ups and French fries. This is 
our second largest fundraiser. Each member 
donates sugar and time to work the stand for 
two days of the fair. We work out of the back 
of a trailer which holds a freezer for the ice 
and all of the supplies necessary to run our 
stand. It is sometimes very hot, sometimes it 
rains us out, but mostly it is very rewarding 
to be a part of something that gives back to 
the community by using the funds to grant 
local scholarships for the graduating seniors.

Our fundraising events allow us to be able 
to reward one student who plans to go into 
music, art, or literature. We also donate to 
Fountain County Relay for Life, Crawfords-
ville’s speech & hearing clinic, and the Foun-
tain Central School District’s art, music, and 
drama departments. The library has also re-
ceived funds from our chapter. The Iota Alpha 
chapter donated funds to the academic honors 
banquet in 2018.

IOTA THETA
Armstrong, Illinois

13 Members
Second Sunday

December 14, 1980
Slate of Officers: Kathy Burr, President; 
Traci Johnson, Vice President; Candace 
Freeman, Recording Secretary; Pam Boen, 
Corresponding Secretary; Susie Bird, Trea-
surer; Joni O’Banion, Conductress; Mona 
Knight, Advisor
Iota Theta sisters happily started the 2018-
2019 year with our usual elevated enthusiasm!  
We strive to make our monthly meetings 
unique, and Cheeseball month is something 
we all look forward to. We definitely put a 
lot of crazy, fun and love (including dancing 
and singing) into making them each year. We 
provided grants totaling over $2,800 to our 
local schools to help with their art, literature, 
and music programs. Our December Christ-
mas meeting was a treat for us at Alexander’s 
Steakhouse with a lottery ticket exchange 
(no big winners though). February meeting 
has become a tradition to dip and decorate 
sweet treats to take home for Valentine’s Day. 
April was a perfect day for a “tea party,” as we 
welcomed retired and past members to join us 
as well as the new incoming members. All the 
other months in between were just as special.
Some members raised money by Bowling for 
Big Brothers Big Sisters with two teams en-

tered: “Split Happens” (Psi Ote Gutter Babes), 
who received a 2nd place for Best T-Shirt, and 
“This is How I Roll” (Iota Theta Strike Sisters). 
Salvation Army bell ringing was also on our 
list of things to do; ringing bells in December 
is now a family tradition. Cabbage Patch dolls 
were stuffed and made to donate to children 
in need for Christmas as well.
Candace Freeman was our own Psi Ote of 
the Year, and Mona Knight was asked to be 
a member on the National Planning Com-
mittee!
We gained five new members to our family, 
(one being another daughter), and are excited 
to have them share their youth, new ideas, 
and love for giving back with us. However, 
sometimes you can’t gain without losing, and 
unfortunately that became true when we lost 
a “real” sister and aunt to some, and a chosen 
sister to everyone else. We will remember Eva 
Irvin-Douglas for her spunk and spark, and 
the beautiful smile and friendship that she 
brought to our chapter. No matter where we 
go or what we do, our sisterhood will always 
be there!

Iota Alpha danced through their 40th year by 
participating in many fundraisers and community 
events, and celebrating moments of sisterhood. 
Above, the sisters facilitated one such fundraiser, 
a Santa House for local area families.

At Christmas time, Iota Theta stuffed dolls for 
families in need of help with providing gifts for their 
children. They also continued the annual tradition 
of ringing the bell for Salvation Army.

“The dancer’s body is simply 
the luminous manifestation 
of the soul.”
– Isadora Duncan
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IOTA SIGMA
St. Joseph, Illinois

6 Members
First Tuesday
June 6, 2004

Slate of Officers: Kathy Lyons, President; 
Debbie Garthwait, Vice President; Susan 
McKinney, Treasurer; Jill Robbins, Secre-
tary; Linda Marron, Conductress; Ramona 
Simpson (PNP), Advisor
Social Activities: We have had a wonder-
ful year! We celebrated secret sisters with a 
potluck dinner in May, nearly 50 percent of 
our chapter attended convention in 2018, and 
our chapter has grown. West Central District 
Officer Taffy Day and National Advisor Beth 
Keeney attended our October meeting in the 
fall. We honored women in business by hold-
ing a Women’s Night Out in March at a local 
church where women could showcase their 
businesses with the community. We set aside 
some social time prior to each meeting for 
catching up with one another. We also have 
adopted a “traveling plate” to share within our 
chapter. A sister fills it with a gift of love (a 
baked good, gift, or a surprise) and hands it to 
a sister at next meeting. That sister shares the 
love with her family or friends and brings the 
plate back at the next meeting filled with her 
love gift to give to another sister. What a bless-
ing it is to connect with those you care about!
Chapter News: We have initiated three new 

members, graciously welcomed one transfer 
member, and had two alumni reactivate to 
be in our chapter. Our new members are Rita 
McCannon, Marita Booker, and Kelly Vogel. 
Our transferred member is Linda Marron. 
Our alumni who have reactivated are Donna 
Guzy and Meredith Riegel. Our group has 
sponsored a college art student, gifting her 
with small items, gift cards, and auctioning off 
one of her prints. Heather Simpson attended 
our January meeting to share with us about 
her present situation and career art goals. Our 
group is so proud to have been the recipient 
of the National Literature/Literacy Award at 
last year’s convention. Living in a rural area we 
have decided to install Little Free Libraries in 
two towns that do not have a library of their 
own. Libraries, books, and installation are 
planned for our 15 Year Anniversary Celebra-
tion this summer. Our president, Kathy Lyons, 
was named Psi Ote of the Year!
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Our chap-
ter works together to raise money through 
our cheeseball sales. We are so glad that we 
can help to fund National Projects, the PNP 
Scholarship Fund, Summer Reading Programs 
for children and adults in three area towns, 
and the St. Joseph Community Food Pantry. 
Our members also volunteer for quite a few 
projects such as the Summer Reading Pro-
gram, local park districts and forest preserves, 
Thrift Stores, and food pantries. Outside of 
our chapter donations, members donate to 
charities they wish to support. For 2018-2019 
members donated nearly $5,000 to charities 
personally.

IOTA TAU
Indianapolis, Indiana

9 Members
Second Thursday

June 15, 2006
Slate of Officers: Marty Krug, President; 
Connie Rosentreter, Vice President; Mary 
Elizabeth Rudd, Recording Secretary; Lyn 
Burton, Treasurer; Alice Moore, Correspond-
ing Secretary; Connie Bailey, Advisor
In May, we had a pledge ceremony for our 
newest sister, Rachel Ballard, and she was of-
ficially initiated in June during a dinner held 
at Abuelo’s Mexican restaurant. At the March 
meeting, we voted to make a National Memo-
rial donation in remembrance of our sister 
Virginia Surdi who passed away this year.
One of Iota Tau’s favorite things is giving 
money to great causes. At our September 
meeting, we gifted Kidus Aweti, a Ben Davis 
High School student with Downs Syndrome, 
an iPad Mini ACD (Assisted Communica-
tion Device). Kidus and his father were in 
attendance to receive the ACD and were very 
appreciative. In March, we discussed, voted 
on and allocated $3,400 to eight different 
organizations. At the State Convention, Iota 
Tau won the $1,000 rotating grant from the 
Central District, which will be used for the St. 
Joseph Institute for the Deaf.
Iota Tau also enjoys having fun and we had 
plenty of that this year. Most of our meet-
ings were held at the home of Anne Hall 
and we’ve recently begun calling it the Iota 
Tau Clubhouse! We rolled our cheeseballs 
in mid-November and spent a good part of 
that month’s meeting signing and addressing 
Christmas cards for residents of the Lafayette 
Veterans Home. In January we had a White 
Elephant gift exchange and in February we 
held a “Things that hold other things” auction. 
There were purses, baskets, bags and boxes 
that held lots of nice things, and we raised 
more money for our chapter. This March, a 
tea was held at Anne’s home, who set a beau-
tiful table with china, tea cups, saucers, and 
silverware that had belonged to her mother, 
a lifelong Psi Ote herself. We had tea sand-
wiches, finger foods, and homemade bread 
pudding for dessert.
Iota Tau may be small in number, but we have 
huge hearts. We love Psi Iota Xi, Iota Tau, 
our sorority sisters, and each other. We look 
forward to enriching the lives of those about 
us again this year. 

Iota Theta gathered for a meal at Alexander’s 
Steakhouse for their Christmas meeting (above), 
and two Psi Ote teams participated in the Big 
Brothers Big Sisters annual bowling fundraiser 
event (below).

Iota Sigma sponsored 
and provided volunteers 
for summer reading 
programs in three area 
towns. Pictured above 
and right are the teen and 
elementary winners. The 
programs are also open 
to adults. 

Iota Sigma invited the college art student they 
sponsor to share at one of their meetings.

Iota Tau president Marty Krug is pictured with Kidus 
Aweti, his father, and his new iPad Mini ACD.
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OUTHEAST DISTRICT

SOUTHEAST DISTRICT CHAPTERS:
Epsilon, Columbus, IN* ............................... 1904
Iota, Rushville, IN........................................ 1908
Sigma, Greensburg, IN ................................ 1917
Upsilon, Greenfield, IN ............................... 1920
Alpha Theta, Charlestown, IN ..................... 1923
Alpha Iota, Richmond, IN ............................ 1924
Alpha Pi, Scottsburg, IN .............................. 1926
Alpha Omega, North Vernon, IN ................. 1928
Beta Pi, Cambridge City, IN ........................ 1935
Beta Sigma, Austin, IN ................................ 1935
Beta Phi, Shelbyville, IN .............................. 1938
Gamma Eta, Knightstown, IN ..................... 1946
Zeta Iota, Louisville, KY .............................. 1959
Zeta Lambda, Connersville, IN .................... 1959
Zeta Xi, Madison, IN ................................... 1960
Zeta Tau, Milroy, IN ..................................... 1964
Theta Nu, Lexington, KY ............................. 1972

*Chapter also has an Auxiliary Chapter
Mickie Hansen
DISTRICT OFFICER
Upsilon–Greenfield, Indiana

We had an amazing year of Dancing with our 
Sisters in the Southeast District! We gave away 
over $108,000 to our communities in Indiana and 
Kentucky.

Several of our chapters stepped outside their normal 
routines and tried different fundraising projects 
that were successful. We added 16 new members 
and gained a new chapter. The Psi Ote of the Year 
was our very own Doreen Graves from Alpha Theta 
Charlestown, IN, and we’re honored to have two 
State Association Presidents, Shirley Herrick from 
Zeta Xi, Madison, IN, and Tammy Hinkle from 
Theta Nu, Lexington, KY.

Examples of some fundraising activities in our dis-
trict include a thrift shop, selling fudge and flower 
gift certificates, sponsoring a lip sync battle, and 

of course, selling cheeseballs! Programs that we 
helped fund beyond the Arts and Speech & Hear-
ing included a three-week kindergarten readiness 
camp, summer movie program, providing coats 
and shoes for children, books for newborns, spon-
soring a graduating senior girl brunch, and the 
Ronald McDonald House just to name a few.

Serving the past three years as your Southeast 
District Officer has been a rewarding experience. 
I have had the opportunity to spend time with 
your chapters and learned so much about the com-
munities that we serve. I am always amazed that 
each chapter does things a little differently, yet we 
accomplish the same goal in the end to make our 
corner of the world a better place.

I am always here to serve you.

Pax Vobiscum

Total Community Outreach .........................................................$ 34,223.53
Total Speech and Hearing ...........................................................$ 38,558.07
Total Music ................................................................................$ 17,531.05
Total Fine Arts ............................................................................$ 7,044.83
Total Literature/Literacy ..............................................................$ 11,367.76

18
Chapters

337
Members
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for Camp About Face. Our major fundraiser 
is cheeseballs in November. Each year, we 
look for new ways to fundraise and this year 
we incorporated a Breakfast with Santa and 
Breakfast with the Easter Bunny at a local new 
restaurant. We provided a delicious catered 
breakfast and photo with both events. These 
were so successful that we plan to offer again 
next year. Our last money-maker was selling 
Walking S’Mores during Christmas on Main.

SIGMA
Greensburg, Indiana

29 Members
First Monday

1917
Slate of Officers: Barbie Brown, President; 
Paula Sibbitt, Vice President; Barbara Wol-
ford, Secretary; Becky Hamilton, Treasurer; 
Kattie O’Mara, Conductress
Social Activities: In June, we had Induction of 
Officers. We take off July and August. We had 
our September kick-off at the home of Paula 
O’Mara around her pool. In October we had 
a Halloween party. In December we had our 
Christmas party at a renovated barn and Santa 
visited us handing out a gift. We also had our 
pictures taken with Santa. February was our 
Meet-n-Greet for new potential members. In 
March, we initiated one new member.
Chapter News: One of our new members 
had a baby girl. We had a great time making 
fudge and cheese balls. It was a good bonding 
experience. Our flower gift certificate sale was 
a huge success.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: We spon-
sored HEAR Indiana Camp, Donated $1,000.00 
to the building fund for Tree City Players, 
sponsored Sensory Camp at the YMCA, do-
nated to Summer Reading Program at our 
Public Library, donated to Speech and Hear-
ing at the hospital, and donated money to 
Arts & Cultural Council. We bought hearing 
aid accessories. We also gave $7,000 in Schol-
arships to our local High School students, 
among other numerous donations.

UPSILON
Greenfield, Indiana

18 Members
First Monday
April 2, 1920

Slate of Officers: Katie Ottinger, President; 
Dianne Hoover, Advisor; Deidre Patty, Re-

Hello Sisters in the Southeast District!! I am 
Phyllis Cunningham from Theta Nu Chapter 
in Lexington, KY, and I am your new District 
Officer for 2019-2020. I have been a Psi Ote 
for 46 years and have held several chapter 
and Kentucky State Association offices. One 
particular office, treasurer, multiple times.
I live in Lexington, KY, with my two fur babies 
(Barney is seven and Opie is one and a half). 
By the way, they are cats! I retired in July 2017 
after 29 years as a Division Office Manager at 
what was previously Lexington Community 
College and renamed Bluegrass Community 
and Technical College in 2006.
I never thought I would take this journey on 
National Council—yep, I kept saying NO! But 
here I am. I look forward to getting to know 
my Southeast District Sisters. I am here to 
help the chapters in the Southeast District 
with whatever you need. Feel free to contact 
me to attend special events you plan.
As we buzz through the coming year, I already 
look forward to National Convention in June 
2020, in Ft. Wayne, Indiana. We will “be-e of 
good cheer!”

EPSILON
Columbus, Indiana

32 Members
First Tuesday
June 10, 1904

Slate of Officers: Michelle Spear, President; 
Barbara Dunlap, Secretary; Janet Fisher, 
General Treasurer; Lori Vogt, Philanthropic 
Treasurer; Priscilla Day, Conductress
Social Activities: Every meeting begins with 
social time before our meetings begin. Thanks 
to Ginny Gilbert, we have guest speakers from 
our community at many of our meetings. 
This year our programs have included guest 
speakers informing us on the 150th Anniver-
sary Celebration of Columbus High School, 
Therapy Dogs, Columbus Philharmonic, and 
a program on Train Safety. Our group also 
have met at local restaurants and shared a 
meal at Zaharakos and Mark Pi’s.

Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: We have 
our Thrift Shop located on 8th & California 
Street that provides most of our income for 
charitable giving. However, at Christmas we 
have a special auction of items donated by our 
members and the proceeds go to Shop with 
a Cop or Fireman’s Cheer Fund. In February 
our scholarship recipients have a recital and 
tell us about their experiences at the various 
music camps they attend. It is heartwarming 
to see how appreciative and how talented 
these students are. Both events are great fun!

IOTA
Rushville, Indiana

14 members
Second Monday

December 30, 1908
Slate of Officers: Kristen Hass, President; 
Heidi Cornett, Vice President; Audrey Wicker, 
Recording Secretary; Ashley Stiers, Trea-
surer; Elizabeth Jobe, Corresponding Secre-
tary; Michelle Duffy, Conductress; Sharon 
Creager and Jeanine Yager, Historians
Social Activities: We began the year with a 
fun Rush/Social evening called Game Night. 
Ten guests and many members enjoyed Min-
ute-to-Win-It style games and great food. 
From this night, eight ladies pledged. Initia-
tion was held during our December meeting 
at the Bluebird Restaurant where we enjoyed 
a hearty fried chicken meal with cheesecake 
for dessert. Other social activities included 
hosting our meeting at two local businesses: a 
new coffee shop called Mocha Moose and The 
Open Book. At Mocha Moose, we sampled 
delicious coffee drinks and baked goods. At 
The Open Book, we learned how we can as-
sist them in providing used books which 
they offer to anyone in our area. They also 
provide classes on topics such as resumes and 
computer software. Finally, the remaining of 
our social activities were hosted by members 
where we enjoyed a lovely Valentine’s Day 
theme, pumpkin carving, and wine-tasting.
Chapter News: Eight new members initiated 
in December: Natalie Anderson, Whitney 
Boyer, Sara Erwin, Lindsay Gettinger, Sarah 
Jenkins, Chris Levi, Summer Wall, and Au-
drey Wicker.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: One of 
our largest charitable activities is to support 
a summer Speech/Hearing clinic for the ele-
mentary-aged students of our county every 
two years. Fourteen children experienced 
a week of intensive therapy and fun. Yearly, 
we continue to support our local library by 
sponsoring events such as the summer read-
ing program, the Sound Garden at the Nature 
Center, local music and art teachers, our local 
Amphitheater which hosts outdoor concerts, 
and Camp About Face. The Sound Garden 
is an area by a local elementary school and 
soccer fields. Many visitors roam through 
the garden and experience plants, landscape 
architecture, and décor which make music. 
We support local music and art teachers by 
reimbursing them for much-needed school 
supplies. With Camp About Face, we try to 
provide a scholarship for one camper. Camp 
About Face is near to our hearts as a mem-
ber’s daughter is a former camper/counselor 

Phyllis Cunningham
DISTRICT OFFICER

Theta Nu–Lexington, KY

Iota’s Breakfast with the Easter Bunny event
Front row (L to R): Jeanine Yager, Natalie Anderson, 
Easter Bunny (Summer Wall), Elizabeth Gratzer, 
Whitney Boyer
Back row (L to R): Sarah Jenkins, Lindsay Gettinger, 
Ashley Stiers, Elizabeth Jobe, Kristen Hass
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hanging baskets, and mums. Several local 
restaurants partnered with us for “restaurant 
nights” where a percentage of the sales were 
donated to our chapter.

ALPHA THETA
Charlestown, Indiana

17 Members
First Tuesday

December 1, 1923
Slate of Officers: Doreen Graves and Debbie 
Trotter, Co-Presidents; Marianne Smith, 
Vice President; Tina Bradshaw, Recording 
Secretary; Debbie Downing, Corresponding 
Secretary; Mona Christman, Treasurer; Alice 
Matthews and Pat Reis, Co-Conductresses
Our 95th anniversary was December 1, 2018, 
and we decided each month was going to be 
a celebration! Before each meeting we par-
ticipated in a fun activity to rejuvenate our 
excitement of being a Psi Ote. Some of those 
activities included making gem pins, bunny 
mobile desserts, and choosing our favorite 
candy bar and learning about the personality 
for each. We also enjoyed making yule logs at 
our December meeting and filling Valentine 
bags to take to someone who needed cheering 
up at our February meeting. Attendance was 
taken by answering questions such as your 
favorite Disney character, your first crush, or 
what makes a person courageous. Answers 
always drew a laugh or two. Each meeting 
ended with the passing of the jar to add some 
change for the blessings our members wanted 
to share with the group.
Fundraisers continue to be our cheese ball 
sales which is our largest. The community 
anticipates them every year and feels it is not 
Christmas without them! We also sell  gera-
niums and hanging baskets in the spring and 
mums in the fall. Additionally we serve two 
Lions Club dinners each year.
Our philanthropic money was distributed 
to the music programs at our local schools, 
the community library, musical playground 
equipment, and the Charlestown Beautifica-
tion committee. We gave a $1,000 scholarship 
to a Charlestown High graduate. We also con-
tributed to a memorial fund for a local police  
officer who was killed in the line of duty.
December was a busy month for us! Not only 
do we make cheese balls, but we contribute 
to a concert by members of the Louisville 
Orchestra. It is a gift to the community that 

cording Secretary; Carolyn Coffin, Cor-
responding Secretary; Stacey Stephenson, 
Treasurer; Tracie Belongia, Assistant Trea-
surer; Phyllis Arthur, Conductress
Social Activities: The Upsilon Chapter kicked 
off this year with a picnic in August at the 
Twenty North Gallery in Greenfield (see pho-
to at right). We held an auction of homemade 
items to boost our general fund. The Christ-
mas party in December and a sign-making 
party in March were great fellowship times 
for us. Our chapter celebrated its 99th anni-
versary at our annual dinner in April. Major 
membership milestones were recognized: Cori 
Shambaugh (20 years) and Mickie Hansen (25 
years). Carolyn Coffin was named the Upsilon 
chapter’s Psi Ote of the Year.
Chapter News: In October, our chapter hosted 
the first annual Lip Sync War in Greenfield’s 
historic Ricks Theater to help fund our en-
dowment (see photo below). Six teams of local 
celebrities battled for the coveted trophy and 
a $500 contribution to their favorite charity. 
It was a smashing success, and the audience 
was highly entertained. A team of Upsilon 
Chapter members participated in the “Bowl 
for Zoey” fundraiser for Zoey’s Place Hancock 
County Child Advocacy Center. Mickie Han-
sen continues to represent us well on National 
Council as Southeast District Officer. We are 
pleased to be initiating two new members in 
the summer of 2019!
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: The sum-
mer Speech and Hearing clinic is our largest 
philanthropic project of the year and is totally 
funded by the Upsilon Chapter. Any Han-
cock County child that needs extra therapy 
is welcome to attend. We adopted a needy 
local family at Christmas time, and provided 
gifts for all the family members. Our chapter 
supports three county high school band de-
partments, the Imagination Library, and the 
Hear Indiana camp. Additionally, we support 
local charities Bentley’s Buddies and Kidsplay, 
we grant college scholarships, Riley Festival 
Art Awards, and support local high school 
arts. Our major fundraisers were cheeseballs, 

we sponsor with the Lions Club and the local 
Methodist Church. We also set up a Christmas 
display on the main highway in town with 
other businesses. We proudly displayed our 
PSI IOTA XI banner alongside Santa! Our 
Christmas party was held at a member’s home 
in which we enjoyed friendship and good 
food and ended with our annual auction of 
holiday items.
We were proud and excited to receive a gem 
award at last year’s convention for our come-
back as a chapter and an award for first place 
in most contributions in literature per capita 
for the SE district.
A $25 donation was sent to the American 
Heart Association in memory of Earline Reich, 
a former member.
With the initiation of three new members—
Jan Boyer, Sheila Phillips, and Karen Robin-
son—we are looking forward to convention 
in French Lick and another rewarding year 
under the leadership of Doreen.

ALPHA IOTA
Richmond, Indiana

21 Members
Second Thursday

1924
Slate of Officers: Stephanie Coleman, Presi-
dent; Cathy Turner, Vice President; Dee Gray, 
Corresponding Secretary; Paula Burke, Re-
cording Secretary; Earla Boyd and Rhonda 
Duning, Co-Treasurers; Jennie Stegall, Con-
ductress; Mary Huth, Project Chair; Jennie 
Stegall, Publicity; Mary Huth, Editor
Alpha Iota chapter meets monthly, the second 
Thursday, for business paired with some time 
for socializing, and working to support our 
community. After initiating new member 
Marcia Spon in August, our September meet-
ing was our traditional salad pitch-in. This 
year we were joined by representatives of “Ev-
ery Child Can Read, K-Ready” to learn about 
their work to fund the Dolly Parton Imagina-
tion Library for children in our community. 
We were happy to donate to their organization 
to sponsor the purchase of several books. In 
December, members donated new items for 

The marquee of the historic Ricks Theater before 
Upsilon chapter’s first annual Lip Sync War.

Members of the Upsilon chapter at their August 
picnic.
(L to R) Phyllis Arthur, Tracie Belongia, Jennifer 
Johnston, Cori Shambaugh, Carolyn Coffin, Dianne 
Hoover, Rene Guy, Stacey Stephenson, Adeen 
Hargrove, Deidre Patty, Laura Glenn, Dodie Fleming
(Front) Katie Ottinger

Members of Alpha Theta gather for an activity 
before each meeting to build sisterhood.

Alpha Theta sisters not only work hard to benefit 
their community, but they also publicize Psi Iota Xi  
by contributing to a local Christmas display along 
the main highway.
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BETA PI
Cambridge City, Indiana 

26 members
First Monday
April, 1935

Slate of Officers: Tracie Richardson and Liza 
Bates, Co-Presidents; Jenni Risch, Vice Presi-
dent; Kathleen McGinley, Corresponding 
Secretary; Christy Tollett, Recording Sec-
retary; Jessi Risch, Treasurer; Stacy Bertsch, 
Assistant Treasurer; Jannine Harris, Con-
ductress; P.A. Cohen, Historian; Kathleen 
McGinley, Advisor
Social Activities: Beta Pi’s theme for this year 
was “Oh the places you’ll go!” We themed each 
meeting around a different country and did 
activities that had to do with each country. We 
added a fun activity time to each meeting to 
give us time to enjoy each other’s company. 
We enjoyed a very fun Mexican-themed fall 
party at the home of Tracie Richardson and 
played some fun games. We had a Christmas 
party at Main Street Sweets with the theme 
Around the World. We will end the summer 
with a picnic with an international theme at 
the home of Silvia Hamilton. We had many 
chances to get to know each other better and 
to also learn some fun things about different 
countries.
Chapter News: Two new members were ini-
tiated in our chapter in March. We also ac-
cepted some changes in status letters from 
some members of our chapter. We are looking 
for anther exciting year with Psi Iota Xi.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Our fund-
raising efforts were a success again this year. 
We started the year with our annual cookie 
walk and cheese ball sales. We had our first 
annual Historic National Road Garage Sale 
and it was a learning year for us but it was 
still successful. At our March meeting we 
celebrated Ireland and Saint Patrick’s Day. 
We had our Trash to Treasure silent auction. 
We had a great time bidding on items that 
could be reused by someone else. The success 
of these fundraisers has allowed us to give 
generously to our community. We continue to 
give to our local public and school libraries, 
school art programs, and speech and hear-
ing classrooms. We also give to many other 
community, athletic, and academic activities 
and events. We also proudly presented schol-
arships to graduating seniors from Lincoln 
High School.

the Richmond State Hospital Christmas Gift 
Lift Program. January brought cold tempera-
tures and warm soup and sandwiches served 
by our members to community members 
at the Harvest House & Mosaic Ministries. 
Further aiding those in the community, we 
collected hygiene products and socks to make 
up 50 baggies which were donated to Mosaic 
Ministries for dissemination to those in need.
Alpha Iota continued our annual kindergar-
ten readiness clinic with a focus on children 
with speech and language needs. Another 
successful flower sale funded the two teach-
ers’ salaries and supplies. Members provided 
snacks and books for the students. Our fall 
and winter events included a garage sale. A 
scholarship to a student studying speech & 
hearing sciences was given again this year. 
Other philanthropic donations from Alpha 
Iota have been made to the Richmond Art 
Museum, Richmond Civic Theater, Rich-
mond Symphony Orchestra, and Stage One 
Youth Theater.
In December, several members took a day trip 
to Jungle Jim’s International Market and had 
lunch in Fairfield, OH. February brought us 
together for a Valentine’s dinner and secret 
sister gift exchange. Along with food and 
drink, we all shared a romantic or funny 
story about our significant others. Whether 
meeting, social event, or project, we look 
forward to the opportunity for members to 
spend time together, lift each other up, and 
spread some cheer.

ALPHA PI
Scottsburg, Indiana

9 Members
First Tuesday

February 27, 1926
Slate of Officers: Janet Arbuckle, President; 
Patty Renn, Vice President/Advisor; Martha 

Bonsett,Treasurer; Linda Smith, Secretary; 
Glenda Buckner, Conductress; Francés Le-
men, Yearbook; Roberta Dean, Scrapbook
We meet at members’ homes, a local church 
parish hall, and sometimes restaurants!
Cheese balls remain our number one fund-
raiser at Thanksgiving and Christmas. We 
continue to enjoy our general fund activi-
ties...bake sales, white elephant auction, and 
a salad supper.
This year’s theme came from a popular mag-
azine, finding out more about each other 
through personality traits, which led to some 
great laughs and thoughtful moments!
Although we sadly had to see our oldest trea-
sured member enter permanent nursing care 
due to illness, we accepted a new member with 
open arms and saw the return of a member 
who recently moved back into our area. We 
look forward to including both of them in our 
activities and in our hearts.

ALPHA OMEGA
North Vernon, Indiana

23 Members
First Monday

February 1928
Slate of Officers: Roita Pettinger, Presi-
dent; Peggy Day, Vice President; Deb Itell 
and Marilyn Cornell, Recording Secretar-
ies; Sandy Vance, Corresponding Secretary; 
Elaine Leahigh and Cindy Lee, Co-Treasur-
ers; Deanna Howard, Conductress; Janice 
Wierick, Advisor; Peggy Day, Parliamen-
tarian
Wow! What a year it has been. We celebrated 
our 91th Anniversary on April 15th. We had 
18 Members and 4 guests from Madison and 
a great meal at Stream Cliff Farms. We hon-
ored Helen Fox she has been an active and 
honorary active member for over 72 years. 
Helen has been a member of the sorority for 
since 1947! Her steadfast support of Psi Iota 
Xi throughout the years includes helping 
with fundraising, making crafts, and holding 
various offices. Helen was especially proud 
to be named Psi Ote of the Year in 1997. At 
the anniversary dinner Helen was presented 
with one dozen yellow roses as a token of our 
appreciation for her immeasurable dedication 
to Psi Iota Xi.
Our homemade cheeseballs, as always, were a 
great hit again this year. We sold cheeseballs 
at a local craft bazaar this year. The profits 
from this sale went directly to the high school 
to help offset the cost of new band uniforms.
Our annual Bunny Breakfast was a success. 
We had 38 bicycles and trikes donated for the 
free drawing for the kids. Children from the 
community came for crafts, food, and prizes. 
The Easter Bunny came and made an appear-
ance for the event.
Our chapter gave 15 scholarships to high 
school seniors this year. We donated $1,000 
to our local Park Theatre for 8 weeks of free 
summer movies for children and families. 
Within our chapter we have a monthly birth-
day bingo. The money raised from birthday 
bingo goes into the general fund, and is used 
to help offset the cost of convention for those 
who want to go.

Alpha Iota members exchanged secret sister gifts 
at a Valentine’s Day dinner.

The proceeds from Alpha Iota’s annual flower sales 
fund two instructor salaries and supplies for their 
annual kindergarten readiness clinic that focuses 
on speech and language.

Alpha Omega member Helen Fox was honored for 
her 72 years of service to Psi Iota Xi.
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BETA SIGMA
Austin, Indiana

20 Members
First Monday

May 1935
Slate of Officers: Lois Bukowski and Lisa 
Bartman, Co Presidents; Jane Smith, Vice 
President; Donna Gardner, Recording Sec-
retary; Kathy Morris, Corresponding Sec-
retary; Janie Alexander, Treasurer; Sherrie 
McNeely, Conductress
Social Activities: We had our spring social 
at Stream Cliff Farm near Commiskey, IN. 
We enjoyed a great dinner and music was 
provided by Steve Plass. We went to Hickory 
Creek Nursing home in the fall and played 
Bingo with the residents.
Our Winter Social was hosted by the Austin 
High School Dimensions Show Choir. After 
a great meal, Dimensions performed for us 
in the Auditorium and they were great. We 
presented them with a donation.
We had our spring social at the Old Austin 
Christian Church, which was prepared by 
Rebeckah Allgeier Penry. She prepared a de-
licious meal that was enjoyed by everyone. 
Music was provided by Steve Plass.
Chapter News: This has been a great year for 
our chapter. We just initiated two new mem-
bers at our May meeting. We are excited about 
them joining our chapter and we look forward 
to opportunities we have to do good work and 
make a difference in our community. 
We lost a sister charter member Marti Allgeier 
Lawyer on September 15, 2018. We wish you 
all the best as you continue your sisterhood.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: We set up 
our trailer at the Fireworks show the Friday 
before July 4th. We sold ice cream, nachos 
with meat and cheese, and drinks. Also in July 
we set up our Ice Cream Trailer at the Scott 
County Fair and sold ice cream and water.
In August we were asked by Morgan Foods to 
make ice cream for their annual picnic and we 
served all of the employees. We had planned 
to set up at the Fly In at the Scottsburg Air-
port, but due to bad weather it was cancelled.
In the fall we distributed Coats, Shoes, Hats 
and gloves to approximately 400 needy kids 
from Austin Schools. In November several 
of us helped at the WE CARE AUCTION by 
answering the phones and taking bids. This 
is an annual event each year and we receive a 
donation to help pay for the coats and shoes. 
We donated a basket full of various gift cards 
to be auctioned off. We prepared pots of flow-
ers and set them in place in downtown Austin. 
This activity took place in spring and fall.
We also are involved in the Christmas parade.
We serve refreshments in the old gym at the 
Austin Middle School following the parade. 
After the parade kids visited with Santa.
In May we presented two $500 scholarships 
to two Austin High School seniors.

BETA PHI
Shelbyville, Indiana

13 Members
First Tuesday

January 14, 1938
Slate of Officers: Anita Johnson, President; 
Susie Simerly, Vice President; Lori Powell, 
Treasurer; Lori Wallien, Corresponding 
Secretary; Lisa Smith, Recording Secretary; 
Kim Wickizer, Conductress
Known around town as the Cheeseball ladies, 
we mix and roll cheeseballs three times a year, 
making over 2,600 cheeseballs. The profits 
from this endeavor helps us support the mu-
sic, arts, and literature in Shelby County as 
well as speech and hearing.
Our music contribution is to the high school 
bands, Indianapolis Symphony, Shelby Se-
nior Services Music Assistance, and the local 
symphony. In arts and literature, we contrib-
ute to our local Strand Theater, Hoosier Art 
Salon, Shelby County Players, Shelby County 
Library, city and county elementary libraries, 
and Blue River Adult Literacy program.
Speech and Hearing is our biggest contribu-
tion by fully funding the speech and hearing 
clinic at a local elementary for four weeks in 
the summer. We also sponsor an individual to 
attend Hear Indiana Camp as well as tuition 
for a student at the St. Joseph Institute for the 
Deaf. We also give scholarship money to a lo-
cal college junior or senior pursuing a degree 
in Speech and Hearing. 
There are other local community outreach 
programs that also benefited from our sup-
port: Scuffy (United Fund), Boy Scouts of 
America Camp Scholarship, Shelby County 
Girls State Sponsorship, Turning Point Do-
mestic Violence, Hopes & Dreams Fund, Sen-
sory Gym (The Arc of Shelby County), Troop 
#203, Shelbyville Aktion Club, St. Vincent 
DePauw/CASA Children, and the Knights 
of Columbus. 
Thanks to all our hard work, the Beta Phi 
Chapter was able to give away almost $10,000. 
This is a great accomplishment with only 12 
active members.
We are very proud to keep purchasing books 
for newborns born at our local hospital. There 
are approximately 360 babies born each year. 
We have placed a book plate inside the book 
with our sorority label so parents know how 
much we care about the literacy of their new-
born.
A new focus for us will be in music and arts. 
Our chapter has given money to the Shelby 
Senior Citizens for their music for Alzheimer’s 
patients. We still believe this to be an active or-
ganization to contribute to in our community. 
The community is also moving their sensory 
room to a new building, so we want to help 
fund this program to service more students. 
Beta Phi Chapter did not initiate any new 
members this year.
We are very excited to see what this year will 
bring the Beta Phi Chapter of Psi Iota Xi.

GAMMA ETA
Knightstown, Indiana

31 Members
First Thursday

October 5, 1946
Slate of Officers: Michele McGill, President; 
Suzee Neal, Co-President; Angel Mattix, 
Vice President; Tracy Schweizer, Recording 
Secretary; Carrie Ferree, Corresponding 
Secretary; Debi King, Treasurer; Shawna 
Swincher, Treasurer in Training; Amy Gar-
rison, Conductress
Social Activities: This year, we welcomed two 
women into our Gamma Eta chapter: Lisa 
Helderbrand and Veronica Bonewits. They 
are fitting right in with our PIX sisterhood. 
Our meeting location has moved and we are 
now meeting at the Sunset Park Shelter House 
in Knightstown. In December, we held our 
annual Christmas party, complete with our 
gift exchange and plenty of laughter. We had 
four members attend the State Meeting at Ben 
Davis High School. Gamma Eta will have six 
sisters attending the 2019 National Conven-
tion. Our final meeting of the year was held 
at the Kennard Senior Living Center, where 
we will have our installation of officers for the 
2019-2020 year.
Chapter News: Officer elections were held 
and installation will be during the June meet-
ing. The new officers are as follows: Carrie 
Ferree, President; Shawna Swincher, Vice 
President; Tracy Schweizer, Recording Sec-
retary; Suzee Neal, Corresponding Secretary; 
Michelle Back, Treasurer, and Amy Garri-
son, Conductress. We are looking forward 
to another fantastic year with our Psi Iota 
Xi sisters!!
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Gamma 
Eta continued our involvement with the Cheer 
Guild. Our chapter is responsible for inter-
viewing families in need of assistance during 
the Christmas holiday. Many organizations 
from our community work together to make 
sure families have a nice meal and gifts under 
the tree. Once again, we partnered with the 
local Tri Kappa and BPW to host a Senior 
Girls Luncheon. This is a longstanding tradi-
tion in our community and we love being a 
part of it. Contributions were made to several 
local causes, including the The Henry County 
Choral Festival,  The Knightstown Volunteer 
Fire Department, Charles A. Beard School 
Corporation Speech/Hearing Department, 
and Beautify Knightstown, just to name a 
few. Our chapter will be giving out several 
scholarships during the Senior Awards. We 
also made donations for the State meeting 
and National Convention.
This has been a planning year for the gals of 
Gamma Eta. We are looking for new ways to 
do fundraising while keeping some of our 
more traditional events. The chapter decided 
to continue our Greenery Sales and had a 
Dairy Queen fundraising event (with another 
one scheduled for May 16th). We are also 
exploring some new events, such as Purse 
Bingo, which is scheduled for September 14th!! 
Due to a town wide power outage, we had to 
cancel our November meeting, which was 
sure to be a hoot! This was set to be the an-
nual Make it, Bake it or Fake it Auction. This 
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is typically one of the sister’s favorite events 
since we have several creative and talented 
ladies in our group. Not to worry, we had 
our auction in April and raised $214 and all 
walked away with some great stuff! March 
was the Pound Auction—bring one pound of 
something (deodorant, loofahs, hamburger, 
etc.) and wrapped so we don’t know what we 
are bidding on. It’s very exciting (and maybe 
a little scary?!). We were the recipients of the 
National Literature/Literacy Award during the 
2018 National Convention. This money was 
donated to The Harbor in Knightstown. This 
is a facility that houses addiction and recovery 
meetings, as well as provides crisis counseling 
to the youth/families of our community. With 
the money we’ve donated, they are building a 
resource and reference library.

ZETA IOTA
Louisville, Kentucky

18 Members
First Monday
March 8, 1959

Slate of Officers: Karen Scrogham, Presi-
dent; Luann Claycomb, Vice President; Mel-
anie Holbrook, Treasurer; Lana Thompson, 
Recording Secretary; Pat Lewter, Corre-
sponding Secretary; Beverly Silletto, Advi-
sor
The year was 1959. Zeta Iota Charter Mem-
bers Irene Burckel and Bertha Timmel were 
seated at a Bake Sale table in the front lobby 
of Bacons (a local department store). Georgie 
Burch finished shopping and stopped at the 
table for a 10-cent treat. Bertha and Irene 
shared the charitable missions of Psi Iota Xi 
and invited their new friend Georgie to their 
next meeting. Georgie became Zeta Iota’s 
FIRST INITIATE, and so began a journey of 
friendship, sisterhood and service that has 
grown year after year for six decades.
At a special 60th Anniversary Party on April 
14, 2019, Zeta Iota celebrated 21,900 days 
since that humble beginning! Bertha, Geor-
gie, and their sisters gathered together to 
celebrate friendships, recognize membership 
milestones, and share memories through the 
years. Those wonderful memories included 
many from our 2018-2019 year of service 
and fun.
Our year began on a high note as we wel-
comed our newest member, Tania Miles, in 
June 2018! Tania joined us just in time to 
attend National Convention and roll up her 
sleeves to assist with Zeta Iota’s new fund-
raiser, Dipper Delight sales. However, Dip-
per Delight did not replace our cheeseball 
fundraisers! We kept the tradition alive by 
mixing our world-famous cheeseballs during 
the Thanksgiving and Christmas seasons.
Our excitement grew strong as we began plans 
to host the 2021 National Convention in Lou-
isville, Kentucky! Sandy Johnson, Zeta Iota 
member and National Secretary, is leading 
the charge from the gate and the race is on!
Our membership re-charged its batteries and 
shared fellowship at many social activities 
this year. From a Bonfire Pot-Luck event, 
Old Spaghetti Factory Meal, February Chili 
Dinner, Paws With Purpose Fundraisers, and 
our Christmas Party, to cheering on our UofL 

Women’s Basketball team to victory at the 
YUM center (Go CARDS!), we found many 
ways to connect and deepen our friendships.
Our fun times together energized us to work 
hard in support of helping others.
Throughout the year, Zeta Iota has served 
our community by hosting monthly Craft 
Day with local nursing home residents. Our 
members brainstormed, prepared supplies 
and served as “Glue Artists,” assisting the 
residents with their artistic expression. Our 
“regulars” circled the calendar for PIX Craft 
Day and were in the activity room waiting 
with big smiles when we arrived! We also 
opened our hearts to sponsor 50 forgotten 
Veterans in nursing home and assisted living 
facilities. Each veteran received appreciation 
gifts and hand-made cards on Valentine’s Day, 
Independence Day, and Veterans Day, all de-
livered door-to-door by our members. Special 
birthday cards, signed by all of our members, 
arrived in their mailbox on his/her special day. 
Through the personal interactions we shared 
with our veterans and crafting friends, we 
built bonds of trust. Our mission was to give; 
yet we received more.
Our member Julia Carey discovered a brand-
new local non-profit outreach program. She 
invited Andrea Scott, co-founder of UPLou-
isville, to share their mission at our meeting. 
We learned of UPLouisville’s new Women’s 
Day Shelter which provides a safe place for 
Louisville homeless women, meeting their 
immediate needs (food, showers, laundry) 
while working with a case manager on long-
term goals like housing, education, and em-
ployment. Zeta Iota jumped at the chance to 
get involved. We collected a wish list full of 
donations. It took two SUVs filled from bum-
per to dashboard to carry all of the donated 
supplies. In addition, Zeta Iota sponsored 
“Stocking Stuffing” for the shelter Christ-
mas party. We purchased 50 large Christmas 
stockings and filled them to the rim! Andrea 
and her team were overwhelmed with grati-
tude. Several members volunteered at their 
Christmas Party, serving coffee and lunch. 
They saw firsthand how the ladies loved their 
Christmas Stockings; they were so excited to 
find perfume inside! This project was very 
dear to our hearts—women helping women.
From our first Bake Sale fundraiser in 1959 
(profiting $50.13) to our 2018 Cheeseball 
fundraiser (profiting over $5,000), we’ve come 
a long way, baby! Through our community 
service and sisterly support of each other in 
times of need, we strive to fulfill our sorority’s 
noble endeavor: to give cheer to those less for-
tunate about us…that the lives of those about 
us may be enriched. We pray that through 
our fellowship and service, we are making a 
difference.

ZETA LAMBDA
Connersville, Indiana

9 Members
First and/or Third Monday

September 27, 1959
Although small in number, our members 
continue to support our chapter and the larger 
organization. All are faithful in attendance, 
as best they can be, excepting employment 
and family obligations. Often many miles are 
driven and much time is spent in order to 
be present for chapter events. We also enjoy 
and appreciate the efforts expended by host 
chapters to make successful state and national 
gatherings a reality for everyone. Being to-
gether as Psi Otes is an important way we can 
continue to be “a loyal member of Psi Iota Xi.”
With the opening of the newly restored his-
toric building in downtown Connersville as 
the home of the Whitewater Valley Arts As-
sociation, we have partnered with them to 
sponsor their high school art show. Open to 
any student in our own Fayette County and 
those in neighboring counties, we provided 
$500 to fund the prizes awarded for the out-
standing pieces on display during the month 
of March. This was a new venture for us, using 
funds formerly budgeted for a music scholar-
ship which seemed to have lost appeal. We 
are pleased with the response of young visual 
artists and hope that our presence with this 
project will bring more visibility in our local/
regional community for our own chapter.
In the autumn we paid a visit to the newly 
opened Fayette County Museum under the 
auspices of Historic Connersville, Inc. There is 
a wealth of information and multiple artifacts, 

Zeta Iota Christmas party

Zeta Iota marked 60 years of helping their 
community in the name of Psi Iota Xi. Charter 
member Bertha Timmel and first chapter initiate 
Georgie Burch joined their sisters in the celebration.
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including automobiles made locally, in this 
collection. We are glad to be able to support 
and promote this effort to preserve our past 
for the future generations.
We were saddened by the deaths of two of our 
earliest members, Kate Duncan, now living 
away from Connersville, and Bert Antico, 
cared for here by family as her health de-
clined. With our upcoming 60th anniversary, 
we plan to try to reconnect with many faces 
from our past.
Awards in English, art, and overcoming spe-
cial needs barriers are given each year at Con-
nersville High School. For the second year we 
supported Hear Indiana. Our sole fundraiser 
remains our spring flower sale, and income 
has remained steady. We appreciate the effort 
by all to make this a successful project.

ZETA XI
Madison, Indiana

29 members
First Monday
March 1960

Slate of Officers: Sierra Rogers Austin, Pres-
ident; Judy Barbeau, Vice President; Emily 
Fox, Recording Secretary; Laura Chitwood, 
Corresponding Secretary; Nancy Ricketts, 
Treasurer; Jane Wilson, Assistant Trea-
surer; Leah James, Conductress; Julia Wil-
loughby, Advisor
Social Activities: To kick off a new year, we 
met at the home of chapter member DeAnn 
Klinedinst for our annual salad (there were 
also some delicious desserts) pitch-in and 
pool party. It is always a fun and relaxing 
evening. Our Sister time was spent plan-
ning for yearly events, catching up with each 
other after a summer break, and basically, 
just enjoying our time together. In Decem-
ber, we once again visited Clifty Inn for our 
CHRISTmas dinner and Sister gift exchange. 
In March, we had Game Night at the home 
of chapter member/owner Sandy Palmer at 
the Madison Vineyards Estate Winery/Bed & 
Breakfast. A wonderful time was had by all, 
and those who couldn’t make it look forward 
to our next one.
Chapter News: Zeta Xi celebrated our 59th 
year as a chapter in March. Our chapter is 
beyond proud of our Sister Shirley Herrick, 
who was installed as President of the Indiana 
State Board in April. We look forward to 
hosting the Indiana State Meeting on April 
18, 2020, at Clifty Inn, in the beautiful Clifty 
Falls State Park, Madison, IN. We hope to see 
all of you there. Please make plans to join us. 
The 2019-2020 year will be our best one yet!
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Novem-
ber is a very productive time for our chapter. 
Following our regular monthly meeting, we 
have our annual Harvest of Hobbies. Chapter 
members use their crafting skills or simply 
bring in items, and we enjoy a fun evening 
bidding against each other. In the middle 
of November, we get together and spend a 
full day making our famous holiday cheese 
spread. This continues to be a successful and 
rewarding fundraiser for our chapter. This 
year we also sold spices and had our annual 
flower sale. Proceeds from all of these events 

are used to support many outreach programs 
in our community. While it takes a lot of time 
and resources for these events, we couldn’t 
do them without the continued support of 
each other and additional family members. 
Once again we were able to fully support our 
Summer Speech and Hearing Clinic, which 
is offered free of charge to all participants. 
We continue to host the HSE (High School 
Equivalency, formerly GED) Graduation and 
Honors Ceremony at the Ivy Tech Commu-
nity College in Madison, IN. To support stu-
dents pursuing a degree in the field of Speech 
and Hearing, we awarded a scholarship to a 
student from our community who is earning 
a degree in that field. Other local charities 
we were able to support include CASA, SEI 
Voices for Children, Jefferson County Youth 
Shelter, helping to sponsor art classes and an 
art show, Madison Jefferson-County Public 
Library, Madison Consolidated Schools Choir 
Program, Madison Main Street Program, Habi-
tat for Humanity, United Way, Jane’s Kids, and 
Big Brothers/Big Sisters.

ZETA TAU
Milroy, Indiana
21 Members

Second Wednesday
October 11, 1964

Slate of Officers: Nicki Hall, President; Mary 
Ann Crisman, Vice President; Dana Fuss-
ner, Recording Secretary; Julie Tackett, Cor-
responding Secretary; Andrea Niedenthal, 
Treasurer; Angie Fette, Assistant Treasurer; 
Barbara Stiers, Conductress; Jenni Philpot, 
Advisor
Social Activities: We had two scheduled so-
cials this year. In the fall we gathered at The 
Boys and Girls Club of Rushville. Attendees 
brought food donations and books to go in 
little free libraries. In the spring we tried 
something new, The Sweet Escape. The seven 
members had 60 minutes to find all the clues 
and keys to escape, and they made it out with 
18 seconds to spare.
Chapter News: We had no new members. We 
helped two graduating seniors with schol-
arships to help with educational costs. The 
amazing group of ladies we call sisters is 
looking forward to helping our community 
in the coming year.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: We start 
the year with selling gift certificates to the lo-
cal greenhouse. Our fashion show at Cynthia’s 
Hallmark store is fun for all: five members 
are the models for the show, refreshments 
are served, and there were deals for all who 
attended. Our Clothe a Child helps children 
with $100 worth of clothing and shoes. The 
1st grade class from Milroy School was treated 
to a Christmas dinner and visit from Santa, in 
cooperation with another local organization. 
We also continued to sell butter braids. This 
year we started a new venture, The Commu-
nity Club Calendar. The community can have 
birthdays and anniversaries on the calendar. 
Our Rada and That’s My Pan are going strong. 
We continue to look after the Little Free Li-
braries. We donate to our local schools’ fine 
arts programs.

THETA NU
Lexington, Kentucky

6 Members
Second Monday
May 20, 1972

Slate of Officers: Donna Carrithers, Presi-
dent; Tammy Hinkle, Vice President; Carol 
Bailey, Recording Secretary; Juanice Gil-
lespie, Corresponding Secretary and Advi-
sor; Phyllis Cunningham, Treasurer; Judy 
Lopez, Conductress
This year was filled with changes. Some good, 
some not so good, some expected and some 
not expected.
With fewer members and 30 years of the same 
fundraiser, we decided this would be a good 
time to quit our main philanthropic project 
obligations. However, the Sailors have only 
one charitable event and wanted to continue. 
They were willing to brainstorm with us to see 
how we could modify and continue, so modify 
we did. We changed the Bluegrass Charity 
Regatta date to May instead of September. 
We welcomed their offer to provide the food 
and drinks. They requested our help finding 
sponsors and our famous sausage balls as 
usual. Approaching 32 years.
On June 26, we lost our founding member 
Libby Polack. She was a 56-year member in 
two chapters, Kappa and Theta Nu. Informa-
tion about her is in the memorial section of 
this Helicon. We miss her. She had Southern 
charm and Southern hospitality, never know-
ing a stranger, enthusiasm, cheerfulness and 
loyalty. She loved those less fortunate.
Members were invited to submit ideas for 
what they might pay a nickel, or dime or 
pennies for what they have in their house or 
other ideas to put in the CRAZY JAR. One 
month we paid for how many clocks we have 
in our house. Another time we put money in 
for how many pillows in our house. And yet 
another, the number of doorknobs!
We had our annual check presentation to the 
Lexington Hearing and Speech Center. We 
celebrated by having a silent auction/steak 
and salmon dinner.
Then, we were off to wrapping gifts at Joseph 
Beth Book Store. We benefit the Lexington 
Hearing Center by having a tip jar.
Our wonderful president Donna seems to love 
company on her husband’s bowling night! 
We are the lucky ones that come bearing 
whatever she asks for to supplement—chili, 
soup, salad, you name it. We are so lucky to 
have this friendly, kind, nurturing, lovely Psi 
Ote to lead us!

Theta Nu helped sponsor the Bluegrass Charity 
Regatta in May at Cave Run Lake in Morehead, KY.
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What an amazing first year as your Southwest 
District Officer. It was as rewarding as I imag-
ined it would be. The Southwest District do-
nated almost $100,000 to worthwhile projects. 
We added 14 new members, and my goal is to 
see that continue to grow in the years ahead.

I look forward to visiting more chapters this 
year and to see what activities and fundraisers 
you have planned. I awarded “We’ve Got the 
Beat” Awards at National Convention to Theta 
Beta, Paoli, and Beta Lambda, Bedford. Con-
gratulations and I wish you continued success 

OUTHWEST DISTRICT

SOUTHWEST DISTRICT CHAPTERS:
Zeta, Bloomington, IN ................................ 1904
Alpha Beta, Seymour, IN ............................. 1922
Alpha Omicron, Vincennes, IN..................... 1926
Alpha Psi, Washington, IN ........................... 1928
Beta Beta, Sullivan, IN ................................ 1928
Beta Lambda, Bedford, IN .......................... 1933
Beta Mu, Brownstown, IN ........................... 1933
Gamma Iota, Shoals, IN .............................. 1948
Gamma Rho Aux, Linton, IN  ....................... 1952
Zeta Gamma, Fort Branch, IN ..................... 1957
Zeta Mu, Jasper, IN ..................................... 1959
Eta Alpha, Nashville, IN .............................. 1966
Eta Chi, Martinsville, IN .............................. 1971
Theta Beta, Paoli, IN ................................... 1971
Iota Lambda, Ferdinand, IN ........................ 1985
Iota Rho, Odon, IN ...................................... 2003

Terri Resler
DISTRICT OFFICER

Alpha Psi–Washington, Indiana

in your chapters. You do represent our opening 
verse and great works in our communities.

I have been on the treasurer side of working on 
PCRs in my past, but it was just outstanding to 
see what each chapter was doing as I received all 
the PCRs from the Southwest District. Looking 
at what each chapter does really brings it into 
perspective of how as a whole we do amazing 
things with our money. Keep up the great works 
Sisters!!!

Please contact me with any questions or con-
cerns—I am here to help. Thank you for letting 
me serve as your Southwest District Officer.

Pax Vobiscum

Total Community Outreach .......................................................$ 35,044.31
Total Speech and Hearing .........................................................$ 18,063.36
Total Music ..............................................................................$ 7,873.00
Total Fine Arts ..........................................................................$ 17,052.58
Total Literature/Literacy ............................................................$ 21,365.90

16
Chapters

362
Members
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ZETA
Bloomington, Indiana

58 Members
Second Tuesday

November 19, 1904
Zeta chapter began the summer with our May 
corporation pitch-in and June cocktail party 
and continued the year with informative and 
fun meetings. Some of the places we visited 
throughout the year included the Monroe 
County Humane Association animal clinic, 
Monroe County History Center museum, 
YMCA, Boys and Girls Club, the library for its 
adult literacy program and the Lotus Center 
to learn about the famous Lotusfest World 
Music Festival. We learned about the Day of 
the Dead at our October Halloween party/
meeting and collected pet food for the local 
animal shelter at our Christmas party.
Our Thrift Shop also had a busy year. The 
freshly painted building greeted our custom-
ers in the fall and we stayed open for extra 
hours over Thanksgiving holiday with cookies 
and punch for a Customer Appreciation Day. 
The Thrift Shop sponsored a quiz bowl team 
to raise money for adult literacy programs 
and they made it to the elite eight finalists. 
Our sales increased and this year we were 
able to give over $25,000 in grants to local 
non-profit organizations. That’s an increase 
of over $7,000 from last year. To cap off the 
year our volunteers were nominated for a Be 
More Award, celebrating amazing volunteers 
in Monroe County.
Our officers for 2019-20 are Beth Perney, 
President; Susie Paxson, Vice President; Cin-
dy Neidhart, second Vice President; Cyndi 
Nelson, Recording Secretary; Sally Walker, 
Treasurer; Linda Campbell, Corresponding 
Secretary; Judi Killigrew, Conductress; Cindy 
Neidhart, Newsletter & Website Editor; Phyl-
lis Schwitzer, Program Book Editor; and Beth 
Perney, Facebook Editor.
New members are Liz Brown and Judie Samp-
son.

ALPHA BETA
Seymour, Indiana

14 Members
First Monday
April 15, 1922

2018/2019 has been a busy and fun year for 
us sisters in Seymour, IN.
We always start the fall off with a bang with 
our booth in the annual Oktoberfest in Sey-
mour the first weekend of October. We make 
the best Reuben sandwiches! It’s our biggest 
fund raiser of the year. We work our little 
heinies off, but it’s so worth it! We all wear 
cute Fraulein aprons and head scarves and we 
have our own sales trailer now. We’ve had it 
a couple of years, but it’s a labor of love. Last 
spring we were able to add cabinets and a 
new refrigerator. One of these days, we’ll get 
around to painting it turquoise and adding old 
gold roses to the exterior…all in time.
Following our hard work for Oktoberfest, 
we treated ourselves to a fun fall social in 
November. We painted truly cute Christmas 
signs on pieces of wood. When I say paint, I 

buy oodles…after all we send several kids 
to band camp each summer with the money 
raised. Many of these kids go on to college 
and we send them on their way with a little 
scholarship money.
We round out the year with a 31 bag raffle 
during the month of May. We sell a limited 
number of raffle tickets and raffle off a brand 
new 31 bag each of the 31 days in May! Cheers 
to next year!

ALPHA OMICRON
Vincennes, Indiana

15 Members
Second Wednesday

February 1926
Slate of Officers: Anne Pratt-Spradling, 
President; Sara Frenz, Vice President; Pa-
mela Gardner, Recording Secretary; Tanya 
Snider, Corresponding Secretary; Kathy 
Kahre, Treasurer; Pamela Gardner, Con-
ductress
The Alpha Omicron chapter is located in Knox 
County, Indiana. We have a small group of 15 
active members and 1 honorary member. For 
such a small group we do some big things for 
our community that enrich the arts, speech, 
music, hearing and literature. Our biggest, 
most successful fundraiser is the Art Ventures 
Camp that we host every July for children in 
grades K-6th. This camp is offered to anyone 
in the surrounding area and we usually have 
about 175 kids participate each year. All the 
teachers volunteer their time and in return 
we offer grants to them to help them with 
things in their own classrooms. This camp 
offers different forms of art and music and at 
the end of the week we hold a performance 
for the parents to see. It is a fabulous event 
and kids love it. Our chapter grosses around 
$12,000 each year with this event, this was 
our 16th year.
We also hold a middle school art show in the 
spring. It lets all the local county art classes 
submit their art work; we hire a judge and the 
participants are awarded ribbons and prizes. 
It’s a great way to recognize the art students 
in the county. We usually have around 120 
students who submit their art.
Alpha Omicron also invites all the 6th graders 

mean, these wonderful ladies came and set 
this up for us, they bring the wood and the 
paint and stencils. We brought the food and 
“talent” and followed along, but they really 
came out great.
Then we sold our Christmas wreaths, an easy 
fundraiser for us. Many of our customers buy 
from us every year. Fresh greenery with rib-
bons and berries. Easy peezy.
I don’t know what you all do for your Christ-
mas parties, but we each bring four $5 gifts, 
usually four identical items, all kinds of cool 
things our sisters find for $5. We arrange them 
on a table, we each have a number, and when 
your number comes up, you pick a gift. On 
and on for four rounds. As a matter of fact, 
last night I was changing the sheets on my 
bed and used two of my $5 gifts from several 
years ago. A sister had embroidered with gold 
and turquoise thread on white cotton pillow 
cases. I think of you, Jane, whenever I use 
them. I should probably save them and store 
them on a shelf up high, but nah… I’d rather 
enjoy them.
In January, we do nothing. Literally… short 
quick meeting, lots of chatting, laughing, and 
prayers about our friends and families we en-
joyed visiting over Christmas. No fundraiser 
discussion. No tough decisions. No cards to 
sign. Nothing. I like the January meeting.
In February, we have a purse auction, mem-
bers only. You never know what’s going to 
be in the purse. One sister may take an old 
leather bag, fill it with Campbell’s chicken 
soup, NyQuil, Kleenex, a paperback, and a 
crossword puzzle book and voila! You have a 
care package for a friend, or your own sick self. 
We raised about $130 bucks and we all came 
to agreement really quickly that the money 
should be donated to the annual Relay for Life.
One of our talented sisters was the musical 
director for our county’s community theatre’s 
dinner theater production of Nine to Five. 
Have you seen this musical? So funny. She 
did a great job. We all attended together and 
each of us was bursting with pride. We know 
her!!! She’s a Psi Ote!
So, we had a spring social and played Bunco. 
We made a bazillion cheeseballs. Sold them to 
family and friends, and we set up at the High 
School Band Concert and the band parents 

Alpha Omicron sponsors an annual field trip for all 6th graders in Knox County to attend a show at the 
Red Skelton Performing Arts Center. This year the students enjoyed The Magic Comic, Jamal.
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in Knox County to The Red Skelton Perform-
ing Arts Center for a performance, and this 
year we had The Magic Comic, Jamal. He 
was very entertaining to all. For our local 3rd 
graders we give them library books for their 
school library. This is always fun to see them 
light up, too.
We also sponsor a college scholarship for 
a Vincennes University student in the ASL 
program each year. We are very proud of our 
chapter and all that we do for our county.

ALPHA PSI
Washington, Indiana

21 Members
First Tuesday

April 27, 1928
Slate of Officers: Casey Cherry, President; 
Shelley Ryan, Vice President; Elke Guratzsch, 
Corresponding Secretary; Anita Means, Re-
cording Secretary; Patricia Knepp, Treasur-
er; Jaime Halter, Conductress; Terri Resler, 
Advisor
We continue to help those less fortunate in 
our community through our sales of mums, 
evergreen wreaths, and geraniums. These 
fundraisers make it possible for us to fund our 
philanthropic projects. Those projects include 
the Daviess Community Hospital Speech & 
Hearing Department, Veale Creek Theatre, 
local libraries, and our Music and Speech & 
Hearing Scholarships.
We continue to support the community by 
participating in Team Up 2 Clean Up, by 
picking up trash and making Washington a 
more beautiful place. We continue to build 
our Community Foundation Fund, created 
in 2015, in the name of Alpha Psi Chapter. 
We awarded our first grant from the fund. 
$500 was awarded to the North Daviess Band 
Boosters to help fundraise for new Marching 
Band uniforms.
We always take time to have fun and enjoy 
being with our Sisters. We enjoyed our Luau 

May Breakfast, which included our Specialty 
Auction. At our June Banquet, we celebrated 
turning 90 years young. In September we held 
our annual Fall Party with a “Comedy Club” 
theme. The best joke won a prize, and we had a 
“best dessert” contest, too. Spouses and guests 
are invited to share in the fun as well. At our 
Christmas party we gathered to play the “Luck 
of the Dice.” It was a great way to change up 
the Dirty Santa game. Fun is always had by all 
when we take time to socialize.
We welcomed four new members:  Geena Da-
vis, Leslie Doyle, Brooke Perkins, and Haley 
Witte. They have been a great addition to 
our chapter.

BETA BETA
Sullivan, Indiana

12 Members
Third Monday
May 28, 1928

The Beta Beta chapter, under the leadership 
of President Cathy Booker, enjoyed another 
great year of fellowship and friendship. Our 
chapter lost some Honorary Active mem-
bers, and began the year struggling to sur-
vive. However, our November and December 
cheeseball sales and our bingo tent at the 
Sullivan Corn Festival in September were 
as popular as ever. With the great success of 
our fundraisers we were able to help out with 
many organizations in our community such 
as music and art scholarships for area high 
schools, the speech and hearing program at 
the hospital, and many other great causes that 
are dear to our hearts.
Two of our members attended the National 
Convention in Indianapolis, IN, and then re-
turned to our chapter members “Charged 
Up for Psi Iota Xi.” It was great fellowship 
with our sisters and we are looking forward 
to National Convention this year in June in 
French Lick, IN. We look forward to seeing 
everyone there. Good luck and best wishes 
to our Psi Ote Sisters for the upcoming year!

BETA LAMBDA
Bedford, Indiana

29 Members
Second Tuesday

May 1933
Slate of Officers: Carol Highhouse, Presi-
dent; Rowena Cross-Najafi, Vice President; 
Lisa Short, Recording Secretary; Gloria 
Hilkey, Corresponding Secretary; Melissa 
Hilkey, Treasurer; Stacy Masterson, Assis-
tant Treasurer; Lisa French, Conductress; 
Lorri Hamer, Advisor
Social Activities: The September meeting 
was held on September 11, 2018, at the Bed-
ford FOP. Bonnie Johnson and Kathy Maurer 
were hostesses, preparing the meal which was 
served alfresco on the patio. New members 
Autum Daugherty, Leigh Ann Gehring, and 
Laura Chaille shared unique information to 
help us become better acquainted. The Octo-
ber 9th meeting was held at the Milwaukee 
Depot with delicious refreshments served 
by hostesses Linda Miller, Laura Chaille, and 
Stacy Masterson. ReMax realty office owned 
by sister Barbara Wright was the location for 
our November 13th meeting with hostesses 
Melissa Hilkey, Gloria Hilkey, Lisa Short, and 
Diane Stipp serving chili and fixings. Early in 
December, a group of sisters enjoyed hearing 
some of our own chapter members sing in 
the annual community Christmas Cantata at 
First Baptist Church. Our annual Christmas 
auction, December 11th, was a lovely eve-
ning of spirited bidding on donated items, 
including handmade jewelry, note cards, maple 
syrup, purse, etc., led by our own entertaining 
auctioneer, Lisa French. Everyone brought a 
delicious treat to share, and an “ugly sweater” 
contest added to the festivities in the delight-
fully decorated home of Lorri Hamer. We 
enjoyed beautiful artwork by local artists, in-
cluding our own Rose Brenner and Pam Bell, 
at the Wiley House on January 8th. Besides 
Rose, Sheryl Langdon and Laura Chaille also 
provided yummy refreshments. The Febru-
ary 12th meeting was held at ReMax, hosted 
by Jamie Hooten, Autum Daugherty, Leigh 
Ann Gahring, and Barbara Wright. Rowena 
Cross-Najafi presented the idea of our chap-
ter being included in the Lawrence County 
Bicentennial Book, a historic marker of the 
county. Since submission about our chapter 
received unanimous approval, Marty Scher-
schel and Gloria Hilkey wrote a brief story of 
our sorority to be included in the book along 
with pictures of the charter members and our 
present members. Pledge night was March 
12th at the lovely home of Marty Scherschel, 
who was assisted by Kate Smith, Shirley Wag-
ner, and Sheryl Langdon in providing the 
tasty refreshments. Initiation of our newest 
member, Nancy Baker, was held at the down-
town Lawrence County Museum with dinner 
hosted by Rowena Cross-Najafi, Lisa French, 
Renita Watts, and Bonnie Johnson.
Chapter News: Under the very capable lead-
ership of Diane Stipp, our chapter was work-
ing very hard toward hosting the Psi Iota Xi 
National Convention entitled “Dancing with 
my Sisters” in June at the splendid French 
Lick Springs Resort in French Lick, IN. We 
are especially proud of our own Connie Mc-

Third graders pose with the brand new library books donated to their school by Alpha Omicron.
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Daniel who is serving as National President. 
We desired to make this a most memorable 
experience for all Psi Iota Xi Sisters.
The Psi Ote of the Year was Melissa Hilkey. 
Awards for perfect attendance were presented 
to Rose Brenner, Laura Chaille, Lisa French, 
Gloria Hilkey, Melissa Hilkey, Diane Stipp, 
and Renita Watts. New member initiated in 
April was Nancy Baker.
Our sisters continue to enlighten the lives of 
those in the community by participation in 
our varied projects, activities, and with our 
friendship. Our total number of volunteer 
hours for the year is 88. Our sincere thanks 
to the members who open their lovely homes 
to us throughout the year, as well as the FOP, 
Milwaukee Depot, Bender Banquet Hall, PIX 
Sister Barbara Wright and ReMax, The Law-
rence County Museum, and the Wiley House.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: The Beta 
Lambda Sisters, led by President Carol High-
house, had an enjoyable and productive year. 
September 17-20, under direction of Bonnie 
Johnson, sisters provided meals for the Amer-
ican K9 Police Association, whose attendees 
so appreciated our culinary skills they invited 
us to host it again next year. This proved to be 
a very lucrative endeavor. Chairwoman Diane 
Stipp provided direction for our annual and 
profitable poinsettia/pine/Christmas cactus/
miniature roses as well as Pampered Chef 
sales. Lorri Hamer headed up the sale in our 
community of homemade cheeseballs once 
again. The literacy project, chaired by Pam 
Bell, is successful in providing awareness to 
new mothers in the community of the impor-
tance of reading and choosing age-appropriate 
reading material for their children.
In our efforts to promote art, music, and litera-
ture, we continue to support Bedford North 
Lawrence music and literature departments, 
and this year we added support to the school 

art program by providing some monetary 
backing for awards given. We also support 
Community Reading Project, United Way’s 
Kindergarten Countdown, Southern Indiana 
Live on Stage, the Wiley Art Museum, SOAR, 
Bedford Little Theater, the Cochlear Implant 
program at James Whitcomb Riley Hospital, 
and Hear Indiana Summer Camp. We also 
provide two college scholarships to worthy 
Bedford North Lawrence High School stu-
dents in memory of Opal Clark, Past National 
President, and Rosamond Pitman, a dedicated 
speech and hearing therapist.

BETA MU
Brownstown, Indiana

32 Members
Third Tuesday

November 4, 1933
Slate of Officers: Alicia Reedy, President; 
Andrea Blair-Sheldon, Vice President; Judy 
Miller and Jeanna Eppley, Co-Treasurers; 
Arann Banks, Recording Secretary; Jessica 
Lambring, Corresponding Secretary
The Beta Mu chapter celebrated our 85th An-
niversary! We hosted a reception for current 
and past PSI IOTA XI Beta Mu members 
before our Taste of the Seasons holiday event. 
We hosted our 3rd Annual Jackson County 
Festival of Wine and Brews featuring musical 
guest James Dupre. If you follow NBC’s The 
Voice, you might remember him as a contes-
tant on Adam Levine’s team in Season 9. Our 
4th Annual Jackson County Festival of Wines 
and Brews was held on October 12, 2019.
We continue to sell Nutty Bars at the Jackson 
County Fair, and we make and sell cheeseballs 
to help us meet our budget. Although not a 
large fundraiser, we sponsor and put on the 
Freetown Festival Baby Contest during the 
second weekend of July. We helped with fund-

ing to provide all the Kindergarten students in 
the Brownstown and Medora school system 
to receive their own special copy of the “I 
Like Me” book.
We initiated three new members this year.

GAMMA IOTA
Shoals, Indiana

10 Members
Second Tuesday
August 16, 1948

Slate of Officers: Ashley Roush, President; 
Audra P. Deckard, Vice President; Kellie 
Shaw, Corresponding Secretary; Tammy 
Wininger, Recording Secretary; Sherry Wade, 
Treasurer; Tiffany Wittmer, Conductress; 
Aimee Rich, Advisor
Social Activities: In December 2018, we held 
our annual Christmas Party, where members 
and Retired members had a pitch-in dinner 
and participated in a gift exchange. Also, 
at the April 2019 meeting, the Gamma Iota 
sisters held a Spring/Garden themed auction. 
Gamma Iota ended the year at a local restau-
rant where all current and retired members 
were invited to look back and celebrate the 
year’s success!
Chapter News: In August the Chapter cele-
brated their 70th anniversary by having an open 
house inviting current and retired members 
along with those in the community. Through-
out the year the chapter celebrates birthdays, 
anniversaries, and sends out cards to those in 
need of cheer. Gamma Iota is a small chapter, 
but the members are dedicated and we con-
tinue to support our community all through-
out the year.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Gamma 
Iota gave back to the community this past year 
by donating funds to the Shoals Community 
Schools’ art, music, and hearing programs. 
The Chapter contributed donations to both 
the elementary and high school music depart-
ments in the month of March for “Music in 
our Schools.” Throughout the year the chapter 
also donated funds to multiple organizations 
in our town, such as the Shoals Community 
School Corporation, Shoals Catfish Festival, 
Shoals Public Library, the Town of Shoals, and 
Little League. Athletic banquets were held to 
honor the Shoals Girls’ Volleyball, Basketball 
and Softball teams before sectional. A guest 
speaker provided encouragement and wis-
dom, and dinner was served as well. Cookies 
with Santa were held in December at the 
Shoals Public Library. Children and families 
were able to meet Santa, get their picture 
taken, and listen to a Christmas story prior 
to the town Christmas Parade. In February 
the sisters collected hand lotion to provide 
nursing home residents and spread some love 
during the Valentine season. Also in February 
the Chapter sponsored a blood drive with the 
American Red Cross. At Ag Day, a popular 
event for the community, Gamma Iota passed 
out books to children in regards to speech 
and hearing. Each year Gamma Iota makes 
and sells cheeseballs in November and sells a 
variety of flowers in April.

The sisters of Beta Lambda danced their way to hosting National Convention all year. They all pulled 
together to put on a fantastic convention!
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GAMMA RHO Auxiliary
Linton, Indiana

12 Members
First and Third Thursdays

May 19, 1952
Slate of Officers: Marilyn Rogers, President; 
Debby Poole, Treaurer; Sharon Payne, Re-
cording and Corresponding Secretary
Our Auxiliary obligations were to hold six 
meetings per year led by our officers for 2018-
2019. Our first two meetings for September 
and October were held at our local Mexican 
restaurant. Our third meeting was in conjunc-
tion with our House Tour fundraiser held in 
November. The tour included three rental 
cabins, a man cave-garage, a meeting hall and 
cabin, and Pleasant Grove Farms Country 
Inn and cabins. Our scholarship fund and 
the community enjoyed the tour as we usually 
show private homes.
Our Christmas social was held at member 
Sally Dilorenzo’s beautiful new home. She 
generously provided not only her home, but 
all the food, prizes, games, and delicious des-
serts we enjoyed. A wonderful time of fellow-
ship was had by all.
March and Spring finally arrived with some 
warm weather, sunshine and Psi Otes as we 
carpooled to lunch in Brazil, IN, to the Honey-
suckle Hill Bee-stro where the “Hospitality is 
Flavored with Honey.” The cafe was rustic and 
quaint, with many bee-themed items, honey, 
flavored teas, and delicious food. After lunch 
and our business meeting, we checked out the 
many items for sale and the beautiful country 
setting with a lot of talking and visiting. It was 
fun to get together after the long winter. Our 
last meeting was in June to complete our Psi 
Ote Year.
We continue to award a $500 scholarship to a 
graduating Linton student, host Bingo at our 
local Glenburn Nursing Home, and maintain 
two flower beds at our local park.
New officers for 2019-2020 will be Debby 
Poole, President; Donna Smith, Treasurer; 
and Sharon Payne, Corresponding and Re-
cording Secretary, Publicity, and Scrapbook 
Chair.

ZETA GAMMA
Fort Branch, Indiana

13 Members
First Tuesday

October 6, 1957
Slate of Officers: Jackie Bent, President; 
Jaynell Dix, Vice President; Lesa Bond, 
Recording Secretary; Sandy Birch, Corre-
sponding Secretary; Sheryl Walker-Isak-
son, Treasurer; Maureen Dix, Conductress; 
Dawn Michel, Advisor
Social Activities: The sisters of Zeta Gamma 
meet monthly, September through June. We 
always enjoy our time spent together, but 
especially look forward to our socials during 
our meetings in October, December, March, 
and June. During those months, we always 
enjoy a delicious meal and games or other en-
tertainment as part of our monthly meeting.
Chapter News: We were happy to welcome 

Linda Hensley to our chapter this past spring, 
and we look forward to adding more members 
in the coming year. Our chapter isn’t large, 
but we are a fabulous group of hardworking 
women determined to make a difference in 
our community.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: Our larg-
est fundraisers are our Cheeseball Sales in 
November and December, followed by our 
annual Father-Daughter Dance in March. 
Cheeseballs are always a hit, and the addition 
of our lemon cheeseballs to the traditional Psi 
Ote cheeseball has added to our profits. This 
year we held our 9th annual Father-Daughter 
Dance at our local high school. It has become 
something that the Fathers and Daughters 
in our community look forward to and ask 
about regularly. With the money we raise, we 
are able to give generously to our local library 
and schools, as well as our local theater and 
speech therapists. We were also able to provide 
scholarships to three graduating seniors.

ZETA MU
Jasper, Indiana
25 Members

Second Tuesday
October 30, 1959

Slate of Officers: Lynn Arthur, President; 
Ginger Hedinger, Vice President; Leisa Low-
rey, Treasurer; Patty Boeglin, Recording 
and Corresponding Secretary
Social Activities: We have several fun meet-
ings during the year in June, Christmas, Feb-
ruary, March, and May. For our June meeting, 
members brought appetizers to enjoy after the 
meeting for social time. For our Christmas 
party, members enjoyed a meal of soups, 
sandwiches, and desserts. Santa (one of our 
members) came to visit and members en-
joyed a fun game with a White Elephant gift 
exchange. Members brought an item they 
received and never used and passed gifts 
from left to right depending on the roll of the 
dice. Members posed for a group photo with 
Santa. Donations were given to the Humane 
Society. In February members met at a local 
pizza restaurant for a short meeting, meal and 
then adjourned to go to a movie. Our March 
meeting enjoyed a game of Women Authors 
Bingo. Members selected woman authors from 
a list to fill in their Bingo cards and played 
Bingo. Another ongoing social we do each 
month is Lunch Bunch. A different mem-
ber hosts “Lunch Bunch” and picks the date, 
time, and restaurant for members to meet for 
lunch. This social helps members get to know 
each other better and sometimes brainstorm 
new ideas for the chapter. At our Initiation 
and Installation banquet in May, our Presi-
dent instituted a new award called the Cozy 
Awards. Members were given a certificate in 
recognition of their efforts in our club and 
other community endeavors they were a part 
of. So even if a member didn’t receive the Psi 
Ote of the Year award, she was acknowledged 
for her other volunteering endeavors which 
inspire us to keep doing more!
Chapter News: This year marked the pass-
ing of longtime member of 57 years, Marilyn 
Kress. She was always there and gave many 
years of support and was an inspiration to our 

members. She was our Gift/Flower committee 
and always knew what to say to cheer a person 
up. Marilyn Kress passed away on December 
22nd. Past members as well as current mem-
bers gathered at the funeral home and gave 
her a final farewell with our Memorial Service 
and song of Psi Iota Xi. She is looking down 
on us from heaven still giving us moral sup-
port. We will miss her cheerful presence. With 
membership dwindling, our members have 
become even closer and pool our resources to 
continue our successful fundraisers and com-
munity service projects. We welcomed new 
member Paula Marshall to our club and she 
has jumped in with a fresh perspective to our 
chapter. With a smaller group of members, we 
have not assigned chair/co-chair for commit-
tees. Instead, each committee group meets 
and decides who will handle each function of 
the committee. We look forward to another 
fruitful year for Psi Iota Xi.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: It is al-
ways a challenge to sell that last bag of nuts/
candy, but several members jumped to the 
task of taking extras to their work, bowling, 
and repeatedly ask friends/family in order 
to sell the very last bag! This is our main 
fundraiser to support our Language and Lit-
eracy camp and it was another successful 
year. Members pooled their resources and 
talents to organize the Strassenfest Wine and 
Art Festival, which is a community festival in 
which our chapter hosts wine and craft ven-
dors. Our location is a very peaceful setting 
by the Patoka River which runs through our 
town. In the Gazebo nearby, musicians play 
music and there are numerous shade trees and 
picnic tables for a very relaxing atmosphere 
to sip wine and roam the arts/crafts booths. 
The public enjoyed the event and we had an-
other successful fundraiser. Our chapter again 
sponsored a high school student to attend 
Girls State, donated to Friends of the Library 
and the Jasper Community Arts Commission, 
sponsored our Language and Literacy Camp 
with approximately 85 children attending, 
and awarded a $2,000 college scholarship. 
Without the members’ hard work, we could 
not accomplish these endeavors.

ETA ALPHA
Nashville, Indiana

26 Members
Second Monday

May 1, 1966
Slate of Officers: Christy Calion, President; 
Sherri Brown and Tammy Hawkins, Co-
Vice Presidents; Jill Wray, Treasurer; Jodie 
Silbaugh, Secretary; Pam Bond, Commu-
nity Services; Allison O’Shea, Conductress; 
Stephanie Dean, Corresponding Secretary
Social Activities: Every month we enjoy fel-
lowship and food a half hour before our meet-
ing, giving us all a chance to find out more 
about each other. After our meetings we often 
have fun, engaging activities such as a white 
elephant auction, Christmas gift exchange, 
or a mason jar auction. We also enjoy mak-
ing Valentine’s Day cards for the residents of 
Brown County Health and Living. This year 
we brought in three new members who were 
invited to a “get-to-know-you” tea and our 
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special initiation ceremony at one of our local 
inns. We had no by-laws changes this year.
Chapter News: We had a good year and look 
forward to new ideas our ways and means 
committee are working on for exciting new 
ways to raise monies to give back to our com-
munity. Our new members are already prov-
ing to be valuable assets to our chapter.
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: We kicked 
off our year with our annual Fall Mums Sales 
and our food sales booth at the Betty Begonia 
Upscale Yard Sale! In February we had our 
community favorite Chili Cook-off/Kom-
edy Spelling Bea. Last, but not least, we had 
our Spring Flowers Sale in conjunction with 
the 50th Anniversary of the Spring Blossom 
Parade. Through these successful activities 
we were able to give back to many different 
entities such as the high school band, choir, 
and/or our theater department.
We also purchased take-home books for our 
elementary school students. We gave award 
money to the Indiana Heritage Arts Fund for 
their yearly show winner at the Brown County 
Art Gallery in Nashville. They had about 300 
artists participate in this show.

ETA CHI
Martinsville, Indiana

19 Members
Second Monday
January 31, 1971

Slate of Officers: Barb Curtis, President; 
Ann Marvel, Vice President; Marcia Callis, 
Recording Secretary; Janet Putt, Corre-
sponding Secretary; Evelyn Long, Treasurer; 
Conductress, Mary Hankins; Suzie Lipps, 
Advisor
The Eta Chi Chapter completed its 48th year 
January 31. The 2018 Psi Iota Xi National Con-
vention was attended by our delegates Kathy 
Burkhart and Evelyn Long. Jayne Higgins and 
Kathy Burkhart were the chapter delegates 
for the April 21, 2018, Indiana State Meeting.
The Eta Chi Chapter sponsors the Judith 
Bertelsen scholarship award each spring to 
a Martinsville High School student majoring 
in speech/hearing, literature, art, or music in 
college. The chapter also supports many local 
philanthropic community projects, including 
the Morgan County Public Library summer 
reading program, the Read-Up program for 
students in local schools, Camp Riley/Hear 
Indiana summer camp, donations to local 
food pantries and nursing homes, and dona-
tions to art, music, and speech/hearing in 
the local schools, including hearing aids for 
students. The chapter also donates money to 
the Community Concert series and Psi Iota 
Xi national long-term project. The chapter 
sponsored a child for a campership for our 
local summer drama camp.
The mum and poinsettia sales were successful 
in supporting the chapter’s philanthropic ef-
forts for the 2018-19 year. During the chapter’s 
monthly meetings a raffle has been held to 
assist the chapter’s general fund, and members 
have also been contributing to the national 
long-term project. The local Kroger card has 
also added funding to the chapter.
The chapter’s 2018 June meeting was exciting 

in donating money to Iota Upsilon, a new 
virtual chapter for deaf members. 2018 per-
fect attendance members were Pat Anderson, 
Sharon Tutterow, and Barb Curtis. Recording 
secretary Marcia Callis has set up a Facebook 
page for our local chapter. The Eta Chi Chap-
ter was honored at national convention with 
the 2018 Sparkling Gem Award. The chapter 
donated a Vera Bradley bag for a raffle at the 
national convention. The Eta Chi Chapter 
was honored to have Terri Resler, Southwest 
District Officer, visit the chapter members 
during their February meeting. The chapter 
was delighted to watch a presentation of the 
present and future renovation building proj-
ects in the local town of Martinsville by a local 
businessman. Sharon Tutterow was our chap-
ter’s Psi Ote of the Year for all of her dedicated 
service. Also, the Eta Chi members enjoyed an 
excellent holiday choral performance by the 
Martinsville High School Madrigal singers. 
Members have enjoyed exchanging names for 
special secret pal monthly surprises. Members 
have hosted several meetings throughout the 
year. We hope to retain our current members 
and build our future membership.

THETA BETA
Paoli, Indiana
22 Members

First Wednesday
May 2, 1971

Slate of Officers: Allie McDonald, President; 
Virginia Neukam, Vice President; Lori Phil-
lips, Recording Secretary; Jessica Beaty, 
Treasurer; Amber Blankenbaker, Conduc-
tress; Sara Parks, Corresponding Secretary
2018-19 was another exciting and successful 
year for our Theta Beta Chapter. We have 22 
active members and we are continuing to 
grow. Our chapter was very busy again this 
year. In May, we were able to award a scholar-
ship to a very deserving Senior. In September, 
our Cookies & Canvas and Baby Contest cap-
tured the excitement of the  Paoli Fall Festival 
Attendees. In October, we hosted our annual 
Spook Parade. It’s always great to see so many 
come out dressed in costumes. In November, 
our cheeseballs were once again a huge hit. 
We sold over 800 cheeseballs this year! This is 
by far our biggest fundraiser. Our Christmas 
party is always so much fun as we get together 
for lots of laughs in December. During this 
time, we continue to bring  canned goods for 
our local food pantry to help keep it filled 
during the holiday season. Book distribution 
for our local elementary is popular with all the 
students in March. We were once again able 
to distribute over 725 books in grades K-6. 
Each student received a book of their choice. 
We love to see the students get excited about 
reading. In April, our annual Easter egg hunt 
was a success with over 100 children in atten-
dance. It’s amazing through sisterhood what 
we can accomplish and how many people we 
can touch! We are the THETA BETA Chapter 
of PSI IOTA XI!

IOTA LAMBDA
Ferdinand, Indiana

46 Members
First Wednesday
June 28, 1985

Slate of Officers: Erin Schroering, Presi-
dent; Brenda Allen, Vice President; Angie 
Evitts, Recording Secretary; Megan Klem, 
Corresponding Secretary; Kristi Gentry, 
Treasurer; Becky Troesch, Conductress
Social Activities: Each monthly meeting starts 
off with a relaxed, social time where different 
hostesses welcome members and guests with 
a light meal. It was another fun year getting 
to know each other even more at our annual 
Ladies Night Out in July, Family Picnic in 
September, Christmas party in December, 
and Taster’s party and Bunco night in January.
Chapter News: Overall, it was another fun 
year of learning through guest speakers, re-
connecting during meetings, and uplifting 
each other! Our guest speakers this year have 
been phenomenal. To name a few, we heard 
from the two young boys we sponsored for 
the Hear Indiana Camp and their experi-
ences at camp, the young lady we sponsored 
for Hoosier Girls State and the activities she 
completed while there, a gentleman from our 
town of Ferdinand that has coordinated a Vet-
eran’s Memorial Project to be built, a woman 
with a local chapter of The Magic Yarn Project 
with demonstrations to make whimsical wigs 
for children with hair loss, and a lady that 
organizes a story time for children at our local 
county museum. All are projects to which we 
donate and support wholeheartedly!
Charitable Activities/Fundraisers: All Iota 
Lambda members represent the community 
well through volunteering and donations from 
the funds we raise throughout the year. We 
can be seen during different times of the year 
around the community planting flowers, serv-
ing food at a chuck wagon meal, hosting and 
reading at the local library, and putting on a 
children’s box parade during the Ferdinand 
Heimatfest weekend. Our largest fundraiser 
continues to be making and selling cheeseballs 
at the Ferdinand Christkindlmarkt in Novem-
ber. We sold out of the 2,000+ cheeseballs we 
made in record time this year! Other fund-
raisers include selling mums, poinsettias, and 
geraniums, as well as running a food booth 
during the annual Ferdinand Folk Fest. These 
funds help us donate to SE Dubois school art, 
library, and music programs. We also support 
a summer speech and hearing program for 
students and donate to local organizations and 
causes, such as Crisis Connection, summer 
reading programs, summer hearing camps, 
and two scholarships for graduating seniors.

“Life is short and there will 
always be dirty dishes, so 
let’s dance.”
– James Howe
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IOTA RHO
Odon, Indiana

5 Members
Second Tuesday
June 29, 2003

Iota Rho, still standing at a whopping five 
members, continues to prove that with deter-
mination and dedication, those with Psi Ote 
pride can and will carry on! Again we sup-
ported all of our normal projects, including 
two $500 scholarships to North Daviess High 
School Seniors, a donation to the High School 
Band department, the elementary school music 
program and speech department, the Odon 
Public Library, and books for the Head Start 
Program. These are our standing projects and 
we keep them standing strong. In our commu-
nity we continue to participate in local events 
like the Pumpkin Festival where we judge 
artistically decorated pumpkins and award 
prizes, the Old Settlers fair by organizing the 
check-in and judging of the arts and crafts 
exhibits, and by organizing and presenting the 
Baby Show. Of course we are still having great 
success with the cheese balls as our largest 
fundraiser annually, but this year we moved 
our fall fundraiser to the Spring and did the 
3rd “Paint-N-Go with Iota Rho” event where 
we painted pretty beach scenes and owls.
We will end our year with our Banquet in a 
few weeks where we will finally shuffle our 
roles and all change offices. With five people, 
we all have a role to play, and we look forward 
to fresh ideas and jobs to do. The banquet is 
always a fun evening of sisterhood, and we will 
seek new, fun and interesting ways keep up the 
good works of Psi Iota Xi in our community!

Iota Rho sisters pose at the Pumpkin Festival, one of the community events in which they participate by 
serving as judges and awarding prizes for artistically decorated pumpkins. 
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NATIONAL MEMORIAL FUND
2018-2019 Donations

HONOREE DONOR

Lois Kissel, Marshetta Bent Zeta Gamma
Eunice M. Kreisher Beta Tau Auxiliary
Lori West, Sally Young Alpha Psi
Dorothy Lindley, Phyllis Stogdill Gamma Sigma
Viola Goodrich Sharon White, Delta Zeta
Carol Ground, Wanda White, Jean Petrecca Eta Lambda
Phyllis Denker, Louise Hale, Jane Hartman Eta Lambda
Virginia Good, Joan McIntosh Rae Harris
Mary Alice Ellis Gamma Sigma
Ann Vogler Mitchell Beth Keeney
Wanda Farr, Connie McDaniel, Mabel Alice Robertson Lesley Bookout
Marilyn Kress Debbie Stemle, Leisa Lowrey
Linda Burke, Kathy Biggs Gamma Zeta
Patty Hayes Eta Alpha
Margaret Grear Gamma Zeta
Allen Cummins Pat Kugler, Kim Crawley & family
Arlene Walters Eta Gamma, Beth Keeney
Richard Simpson Pat Kugler
Mary Thomas, Kathryn Stewart Gamma Sigma
Pat Menge, Connie McDaniel, Margaret Farrell, Eileen Huffer Beth Keeney
Dottie Bilbrey, Eva Westhafer Sigma
Donna Fitzpatrick Alpha Psi
Virginia Good, Patricia Joan Strain Beth Keeney
Sandy Toney Eta Zeta, Donna Persing
Virginia Surdi Iota Tau
Virginia J. Good Patricia D. Jackman
Passed Sisters of Gamma Alpha Gamma Alpha
Janice Cassiday Eta Alpha
Richard Simpson, Mary Flynn Lesley Bookout
All Passed Psi Ote Sisters Convention Psi Ote Sisters
Bart Schalburg Lesley Bookout

Your tax-deductible donation will help to establish yet another tradition of public service. 
It can be a creative and living tribute to someone special to you.

Total donations for 2018-2019: $2533.50
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Memorial Service
Presented by Zeta Gamma, Fort Branch, IN

EAST CENTRAL DISTRICT
Barbara Clark Alpha
Ann Galliner Alpha
Marjorie Lucas Alpha
Barbara Moll Alpha
Kathryn Cofield Kappa
Lois Hite Kappa
Donna Brinker Beta Upsilon
Marilyn Alexander Zeta Beta
Susan Frossard Zeta Beta
Sharon Stewart Zeta Beta
Janice Griffith Eta Iota

NORTHEAST DISTRICT
Bonnie Krueckeburg Pi
Jeannie Lougheed Pi
Charlotte Trenary Pi
Olive McKeever Rho
Florence Eloise Williams Rho
Emily Christman Teusch Phi
Sheila Lofland Wall Phi
Marilyn Bell Alpha Eta
Iris Dickerhoff Beta Epsilon
Wanda Farr Zeta Theta
Mary Flynn Zeta Theta
Margaret “Peg” Hoffer Eta Zeta
Sandy Toney Eta Zeta
Lana Schieferstein Theta Theta
Debra Kunkle Theta Theta

SOUTHWEST DISTRICT
Alice Manifold Zeta
Anna Strong Zeta
Irene Kern Ray Alpha Omicron
Mary Helen Goodrid Alpha Tau
Donna Fitzpatrick Alpha Psi
Carol Davis Zeta Gamma
Marilyn Kress Zeta Mu

WEST CENTRAL DISTRICT
Virginia Good Beta Tau
Eileen Huffer Beta Tau
Patricia “Joan” Strain Beta Tau
Libby Barnhart Gamma Delta
Betty Adams Gamma Xi
Helen McGaughey Gamma Xi
Jane Titus Gamma Xi
Eva Douglas Iota Theta
Virginia Surdi Iota Tau

NORTHWEST DISTRICT
Elizabeth Lehe Chi
Jo Moore Chi
Carolyn Robinson Chi
Sue Alberts Gamma Beta
Marge Flickner Gamma Beta
Marilee Goad Gamma Beta
Kathryn Stewart Gamma Sigma
Mary Thomas Gamma Sigma
Beverly Evans Gamma Upsilon
Jean McCollum Gamma Upsilon
Barbara Meadors Gamma Upsilon
Merri Schieler Gamma Upsilon
Jan Wright Gamma Upsilon
Viola Goodrich Delta Zeta
Judy Small Eta Gamma
Tammie Bope Hughes Theta Delta
Carolyn Sarber Theta Delta

SOUTHEAST DISTRICT
Dollie Bilbrey Sigma
Eva Westhaver Sigma
Earline Reich Alpha Theta
Toni Benedict Beta Eta
Mary Rosa Allgeier-Lawyer Beta Sigma
Mignon Dismore Beta Phi
Kathryn Thornburg Beta Phi
Janet Johnson Gamma Eta
Barbara Mofield Gamma Eta
Libby Polack Theta Nu

Opening Prayer
Lighting of the Flame

Poem: “Light a Candle,” Author Unknown
Reading of Names from East Central and Northeast Districts

Poem: “My Special Friend” by Terrie Brushette
Reading of Names from Northwest and Southeast Districts

Poem: “Meet You at the Gate” by Barbara Bailey
Reading of Names from Southwest and West Central Districts

Poem: “Beyond the Sunset,” Author Unknown
Song: “Amazing Grace”
Extinguishing the Flame

Closing Prayer
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Memorial Tributes
Pi, Fort Wayne, IN

Bonnie Pepler Kruecke-
berg, 89, died at Hospice 
Home in Fort Wayne, In-
diana, on October 9, 2018.
She was born in Ft. Wayne, 
the only child of Walter 
Louis Pepler and Mae Beh-

rman Pepler. She graduated from Concordia 
Lutheran High School and in June, 1951, re-
ceived a B.A. from Valparaiso University. 
Four days later she married John Howard 
Krueckeberg.
The Krueckebergs remained in Valparaiso, 
where Bonnie taught elementary school chil-
dren and John attended law school. Once he 
received his law degree they moved to Fort 
Wayne and started a family. In addition, Bon-
nie sold real estate with Coldwell Banker in 
Fort Wayne. She was a lifelong member of the 
charitable organization Psi Iota Xi (Pi chap-
ter) and Vestavia. She also enjoyed playing 
tennis and golf with her friends and family.
Bonnie and John were drawn to the warmer 
climate of Naples, Florida, in 1986. In ad-
dition to helping John in his law practice 
she was a founding member of the Naples 
Philharmonic League, a greeter at Emmanuel 
Lutheran Church in Naples and shared her 
love of reading with the members of that 
city’s Artis Book Club. The Krueckebergs also 
enjoyed traveling, including trips to China, 
Thailand, Germany, Spain, Italy and France, 
as well as several cruises.
They returned to Fort Wayne beginning in 
2004 and became full-time residents about 
a decade later. They attended Trinity Eng-
lish Lutheran Church in Fort Wayne. Bonnie 
developed a passion for bridge and became 
active with the Bridge Centers in both Naples 
and Fort Wayne.
Bonnie was preceded in death by her hus-
band, John, a year ago. She is survived by 
three children: Kurt Krueckeberg of Fort 
Wayne, Carolyn “Kelly” Johnson (Lee) of 
Flat Rock, N.C., and Katherine Falkenstern 
(John) of Fort Wayne. Also surviving her are 
grandsons Britton Falkenstern (Jamie) and 
Mitchell Falkenstern, both of Fort Wayne, as 
well as three great-grandchildren.

Pi, Fort Wayne, IN
Mary “Charlotte” Trenary, 
82, passed away on April 
25, 2019. She was born in 
Goshen, IN on March 27, 
1937, the daughter of the 
late Harry and Virginia 
Young. Charlotte obtained 
a Master’s Degree from 

Indiana University. She was a member of 
Simpson United Methodist Church where 
she sang in the choir for over 50 years. She 
was a member of Simpson United Methodist 
Women’s Group, AAUW, PEO Chapter AN, 
and Psi Iota Xi Chapter Pi. Charlotte was an 
elementary school teacher at Fort Wayne 

Community Schools, retiring in 1998. She 
volunteered for Franciscan Center, preparing 
meals, and many other volunteer opportuni-
ties. She attended the Fort Wayne Philhar-
monic and Civic Center for many years. She 
was always very active with her children and 
grandchildren’s activities. Surviving are her 
husband of 56 years, J. Paul Trenary; children 
Susan (John) Jauregui, and Dan Trenary; 
granddaughters, Gabrielle and Jennifer Jau-
regui; and sister, Anne DeCoudres. She was 
preceded in death by her parents.

Beta Alpha, Flora, IN
Patricia J. “Pat” Rolfs, 76, 
of Flora, went home to be 
with Jesus on June 23, 2018, 
at Wellbrooke of Kokomo. 
She was born November 6, 
1941, in Corvallis, Oregon, 
to Mervin Harley and Iva 
Jane (Holl) Hoover.
Pat graduated from West 

High School in Denver, CO, and later re-
ceived her bachelor’s degree from McPherson 
College and master’s degree from IUK. From 
1978 to her retirement in 2004, Pat taught 
speech and English at Carroll High School. 
She was a member, deacon, and board mem-
ber of Living Faith Church of the Brethren 
where she also sang in the choir, attended 
Women’s Fellowship, and lead Sunday school 
and adult Bible study classes. Pat loved par-
ticipating in the Brethren Way of Christ and 
attending Women’s Camp at Camp Mack. 
Her other memberships included Alpha Delta 
Kappa, Flora Library Board, Red Hat Society, 
and Psi Iota Xi; she sponsored World Vision 
Children and volunteered with both Meals 
on Wheels and the Buddy Bag Program. Pat 
enjoyed water aerobics, reading, crossword 
and jigsaw puzzles, and spending time with 
her family especially her grandchildren. Pat 
enjoyed traveling to Hawaii, Alaska, Scotland, 
and Ireland; she looked forward to her annual 
pilgrimage to the Oregon Coast.
Surviving are her children, Susan (Phil) Brown, 
of Converse, Steven (Sandy) Rolfs, of Hoagland, 
Jeffrey (Gina) Rolfs, of Rochester Hills, MI, and 
Heidi (Eric) Vance, of Kokomo; grandchildren, 
Rebekah (David) Haynes, Sarah Brown, Lydia 
(Robert) Horner, Hannah (Abram) Rodrigues, 
Jenn (Ryan) Knepper, Natalie Rolfs, Gabby 
Rolfs, Andrew Rolfs, Alex Cincoski, Spen-
cer Vance, Kaity Vance, Emma Vance, and 
Aidan Vance; great-granddaughters, Scarlett 
and Ellie Grace; sister, Judy (Tom) Gillam, of 
Flora; niece, Anna (J.R.) Rogers; and partner 
in crime, Marsha Eckert.
In addition to her parents, Pat is preceded in 
death by a grandson, Joshua, and two angel 
grandbabies.

Beta Alpha, Flora, IN
B. Elaine Smith, 98, depart-
ed her earthly life on Au-
gust 19, 2018, at St. Elizabeth 
Healthcare in Delphi. She 
stands joyfully in the pres-
ence of her heavenly Father 
whom she has now seen face 
to face.

Elaine was born on August 8, 1920, to Evadue 
Houser Roll and Ralph Roll. She spent her 
first seven years in Camden, and then lived 
in Flora until 2008. On February 23, 1941, 
Elaine and Jean Ballard Smith were united 
in marriage, and he preceded her in death on 
January 25, 2008.
She graduated from Flora High School in 1938 
and from Indianapolis Commercial School of 
Art in 1940. She was a Navy wife and single 
mom during World War II. Elaine loved her 
family mightily and was a devoted mother, 
grandmother, and great-grandmother.
Elaine held dual membership and was very 
active in the Flora First Christian Church and 
the Tropical Sands Christian Church in Palm 
Gardens, Florida, where she and her husband 
wintered for 30 years. She was an honorary 
member of Psi Iota Xi. In 1951, working 
the president, Georgiana Julius, Elaine was 
instrumental in starting the Psi Ote cookie 
stand at the Carroll County 4-H Fair. She 
provided the original recipe that is still used 
today for those famous cookies. She was a 
retired member of Eastern Star. Elaine was 
a member of Indiana Flying Farmers along 
with her husband and served as their queen in 
1975. She received her pilot’s license at the age 
of 50 and flew many places with her husband 
who also had a love of flying.
One of Elaine’s hobbies was sewing which she 
learned from her mother at the age of six. She 
sewed for her family and others, making wed-
ding dresses, men’s suits, prom dresses, baby 
clothes, etc. She took a course in tailoring and 
occasionally made her own patterns. Hew 
sewing talent was used to minister to oth-
ers. Elaine worked with the Carroll County 
Ministerial Association to establish a migrant 
ministry. She and a few other women would 
transport portable sewing machines, fabric, 
patterns, etc. to migrant camps near Cutler 
and teach the women to sew for their families.
Elaine enjoyed cooking and was quick to 
share that talent with others. Countless times 
she would show up on the doorstep of a family 
in need with a meal for them. She was famous 
for her soups! She also enjoyed gardening.
Elaine designed the home on Park Row she 
shared with her husband and girls. Built in 
1949, it remains in the family.
Elaine is survived by two daughters, Janalie 
Robeson of Carmel, and Arlene (Larry) Pifer 
of Flora; five grandchildren, Miriam (David) 
Pickens, Michele (David) Howard, Christian 
(Teresa) Craig, Jana Craig (Jake Wilcox), 
and Joshua (Denis) Craig; nine great-grand-
children, Samantha, Benjamin, and Caitlin 
Pickens, Alyson Banks and Naomi Mendoza, 

Life is the dancer and you are the dance.
- Eckhart Tolle
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Rachael and Gabriel Craig, and Jaelyn and 
Greysyn Craig. She is also survived by nieces 
and nephews who were very dear to her heart.
In addition to her husband, Elaine is pre-
ceded in death by her parents, her step-father, 
William Ball, and her beloved sister, Norma 
Doran.
Elaine touched many lived during her 98 
years of life. Her love for her family knew no 
bounds, and we cherish every memory of time 
spent with her. She is still with us and in us, in 
our minds and hearts, “until we meet again.”

Beta Tau, Frankfort, IN
Virginia J. Good, 99, a lifelong 
resident of rural Frankfort, 
passed away on February 23, 
2019, at Mulberry Health and 
Retirement Home with fam-
ily by her side. She was born 
November 11, 1919, to Dale 
and Ethel “Pauline” (Best) 
Carter. On April 6, 1947, she 

married LeRoy D. Good at the Trinity Church 
Parsonage in Mulberry; he survives.
In 1938, she graduated from Frankfort High 
School. Virginia was employed by Dr. A.G. 
Chittick for five years before becoming the 
manager of The Physicians Drug Co. and 
thereafter a homemaker. Virginia was a long 
time member of St. Matthew United Method-
ist Church and the Ruth Circle and a charter 
member Psi Iota Xi Beta Tau Chapter. Along 
with her husband, Virginia enjoyed travel-
ing, antiquing, and collecting postcards and 
stamps.
In addition to her husband, Virginia is sur-
vived by her children, Patricia (Steve) Jack-
man, of Frankfort, and James “Rick” Good 
and David (Carol) Good, both of rural Frank-
fort; two grandchildren, Holly (Nick) Collins, 
of Brownsburg, and Sarah Good, of Louisville, 
KY; and two great grandchildren, Tenley and 
Ryan Collins. One infant daughter preceded 
Virginia in death.

Beta Tau, Frankfort, IN
Eileen Huffer, 78, of Frank-
fort, died October 23, 2018 
at her home. Born Febru-
ary 16, 1940 in Frankfort, 
Ind. to Edward & Edith 
(Bates) Esra. She married 
Larry “Butch” Huffer on 
July 16, 1957, and he sur-
vives.

Eileen was a 1957 graduate of Frankfort High 
School and a lifelong Frankfort resident. She 
worked for the Community Schools of Frank-
fort in the central office before becoming 
office manager and bookkeeper for Gal Mac 
Insurance, which later became A.E. Purciful 
Agency. She retired in 2017. Eileen was a 
member of the St. Matthew United Methodist 
Church, 60-year member of Order of Eastern 
Star, past member of Psi Iota Xi, and the 
Frankfort County Club.

Beta Tau, Frankfort, IN
Mary Elizabeth “Betty” Pan-
ke, 97, formerly of Frank-
fort, passed away on May 
19, 2019, at White Oak 
Health Campus in Mon-
ticello. She was born May 
1, 1922, in St. Louis, Mis-
souri, to John and Fran-
ces (Menten) Boland. On 

September 11, 1948, she married Alfred A. 
“Al” Panke; he preceded her in death on June 
13, 2018.
Betty graduated from Wentzville High School 
in Missouri. In 1965, she and Al moved to 
Frankfort from Ottawa, Canada after also 
living in Indianapolis, Racine, WI, and Fort 
Wayne, IN. Betty and Al then made their 
home at White Oak in Monticello in 2011. 
Throughout her life, Betty was an Avon Rep-
resentative and had worked at Alden’s and 
University of Missouri Book Store. She was 
a past member of St. Mary’s Catholic Church 
where she was a founding member of the 
Ladies of Charity and member of the Altar 
and Rosary Society. Betty was a member of 
Our Lady of the Lakes Catholic Church in 
Monticello. She was a world traveler mak-
ing several Catholic pilgrimages to Rome, 
Medjugorje, and other locations. Her other 
memberships included Ladies of the Moose, 
Frankfort Country Club, Pink Ladies, Psi Iota 
Xi Beta Tau Auxiliary, Red Hat Society, Long 
Century, Friends of the Manor Board, Clinton 
County Home Ec Club, and Mother’s Club. 
Betty was an avid lover of the Civic Theatre 
and active in many social events throughout 
her life including bingo and book club with 
her new friends.
Betty is survived by her children, Dennis 
(Mary) Panke, of Arlington, VA, and Karen 
(Gregory) Wysong, of Monticello; grandchil-
dren, Elizabeth (John) Berg, Kristin (Chris) 
Mein, Lauren Panke, and Katherine Panke; 
sister, Grace Panke, of Wentzville; and broth-
er-in-law, Robert Swantner, of Wentzville.
In addition to her husband, Betty is preceded 
in death by her parents, daughter, Cynthia 
Gail Panke; sisters, Ruth Swantner and Al-
ice Boland; and brothers, Leonard and John 
Boland.

Gamma Upsilon, Wolcott, IN
Mary Lois Watson, 87, of 
Wolcott, passed away May 
19, 2019 at Cumberland 
Point of West Lafayette.
She was born September 
16, 1931 in Colfax, Indi-
ana to the late Earl and 
Alma (Farr) Anderson. 
Mary was a 1949 graduate 

of Colfax High and a 1953 graduate of Purdue 
University in Home Economics.
Her marriage of 62 years was to Charles W. 
“Chuck” Watson on July 29, 1956 in the Col-
fax Christian Church; he survives.
Mrs. Watson taught Home Economics, His-
tory and Kindergarten at the Wolcott Schools 
for many years. She and Chuck were partners 
on the family farm where Mary was the book-
keeper. Most importantly, Mary was a devoted 
wife and mother to her family.
Mary was a 63 year member of the Wolcott 
Christian Church where she played the piano 
for the children’s choir and church. She was 
also a member of the Wolcott Women’s Club 
and Psi Iota Psi Sorority of Wolcott.
Mary supported the Tri-County youth and 
attended many athletic and school activities. 
She and her husband, Chuck, were season 
ticket holders for Purdue Women’s Basketball 
for several years. Mary also enjoyed flower 
gardening and providing music at the church.
Surviving with her husband are their chil-
dren, Louanne (Scott) Condreay, Jim (Carol) 
Watson and John (Robin) Watson all of West 
Lafayette; two granddaughters, Katie (Aaron) 
Brovont and Rebekah Watson and two great-
grandchildren, Henry and Jane. Also surviv-
ing are two sister-in-laws, Marjorie Anderson 
of West Lafayette and Nancy (Leon) Nadolski 
of Huntington Beach, CA and many nieces 
and nephews.
Preceding her in death with her parents is a 
brother, Robert Anderson. 

Zeta Theta, Niles, MI
Mary Flynn, 87, of Niles, 
passed away at Hanson 
Hospice in Stevensville, 
Mich., on January 27, 2019, 
surrounded by her loving 
family.
Mary was born on August 
5, 1931, to the late Den-
nis and Veronica (Kelley) 

Bunbury.
On June 15, 1957, she married Thomas “Tom” 
Flynn, and to that union, four children were 
born.
Mary graduated from Michigan State Univer-
sity and went on to obtain her master’s degree 
in speech therapy from Columbia University 
in New York. She worked for a short time as a 
teacher, until she started her family.
Mary was very involved in community service 
throughout her life. She was the founder of the 
Psi Iota Xi, Zeta Theta philanthropic sorority 
in Niles, which is very involved with speech, 
hearing, and literature educational services, 
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as well as other community services. She 
was a ski instructor and ski patroller at Swiss 
Valley in Jones, MI for over thirty years. She 
was on the first aid team at the University 
of Notre Dame during football season for 
thirty-five years, served on the board at the 
YMCA, Andrews University radio station, 
volunteered at Ronald McDonald Children’s 
room at Memorial Hospital, involved in the 
Niles Jaycee’s, Service League and the Ameri-
can Red Cross. Mary was a longtime member 
of the St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Niles.
Mary loved to ski, travel, and spend time with 
her family and friends, she kept active playing 
tennis, swimming, scuba diving, riding bikes, 
she snorkeled in Hawaii and Australia well 
into her 70’s. Her travels took her all over the 
world; her last ski trip was taken in Austria 
when she was 75 years old. She sang for the 
Pope, with a group called the “Holy Notes” 
during one of her travels.
She was preceded in death by her parents; her 
loving husband, Tom in December of 1991 
and her brother, John Bunbury.
Mary is survived by her children, Daniel 
(Joni) Flynn, Martin (Kathy) Flynn, Jennifer 
(Thomas) Trillo and Katie (Robert) Havens; 
ten grandchildren, Timothy (Anne) Flynn, 
Mehgen (Cory) Bess, Thomas Flynn, Kelsey 
Trillo, Catilin Trillo, Molly Trillo, Elizabeth 
Trillo, Kylie Havens, Jessica (Bart) Crouch, 
and Josh (Maryanne) Pears; and eleven great-
grandchildren.

Eta Gamma, Valparaiso, IN
Judy A. Small, 78, passed 
away on September 25, 2018 
at Rush University Medical 
Center, Chicago, IL. Born 
on March 1, 1940 to the 
late Rudy and Catharine 
(nee Slattery) Copper. She 
was a resident of Valparaiso 
for 66 years, member of St. 

Paul Catholic Church and Psi Iota Xi Sorority, 
former member of Valparaiso Country Club, 
1958 graduate of Valparaiso High School, 
employee of Lowenstine’s Department Store, 
Ribordy Drugs and Highland Department 
Store. Survived by husband, Richard L. Small 
and sons, Tom (Jennie) Small and Jeff Small, 
all of Valparaiso, IN; grandchildren, Connor 
and Kyle; brother, Tom (Becky) Copper of 
Mt. Ridge, GA. Preceded in death by parents; 
daughter, Julie Medina.

Theta Theta, Fort Wayne, IN
Lana Jill Schieferstein, 61 
of Fort Wayne, IN, passed 
away February 20, 2019. She 
was born August 25, 1957 in 
Anderson, Indiana to the 
late Donald and Mary Jane 
(Thurston) Ewing. Lana grew 
up in Summitville, Indiana 
and was a 1975 graduate of 

Madison-Grant High School. She attended 
Parkview School of Nursing, in Fort Wayne, 
Indiana and graduated in 1978. She began 
her career as a nurse with Dr. Hastings and 
went on to work for Dr. Gonzales at Ft. Wayne 

Neurological Center for the next 15 years. 
She finished her career with Surgery ONE 
in 2014. She was a Lifetime member of Psi 
Iota Xi Sorority Theta Theta Chapter, found-
ing member of The Card Club, Northeast 
School of Dance Mom, and was a volunteer 
for the Ronald McDonald House and Parkview 
NICU. Lana was survived by her children, 
Emily Schieferstein, Betsy (Nick) Schatko, Julie 
Schieferstein, Jeff Schieferstein, her sister, 
Gail Ewing, her brother, Tim(Debbie) Ewing, 
several nieces, nephews, many friends and her 
faithful companion, Poppy , her dog. She is 
preceded in death by her husband, Michael 
whom she married December 30, 1984, and 
her parents.

Theta Nu, Lexington, KY
Mae Elizabeth “Libby” 
Brown Meers Polack, 90, 
wife of the late C. William 
(Bill) Polack and mother 
of the late Keith W. Meers, 
died on June 26, 2018. Mae 
Elizabeth was named for 
her grandmother, Mary 
Elizabeth and her mother, 
Mary Elizabeth. Her moth-
er was called Lib, she was 

Libby her daughter was Libby Carol. Libby 
grew up in Germantown, Louisville. She was 
confirmed and married at St. Matthews Evan-
gelical and Reformed Church. Kenneth Meers 
was her war time sweetheart and husband. 
They had three children, Carol, Keith, and 
Malcolm. They were church leaders for the 
Senior High Youth Group. They participated 
in the church bowling league that had chicken 
frying picnics in the Louisville city parks. 
Summers were spent boat riding, family re-
unions, and vacation trips. 
A job promotion took the family to India-
napolis. Libby became a Brownie Leader then 
Girl Scout Leader. Soon after they moved to 
Kokomo. Libby then decided to open their 
real estate office with two other friends. She 
was involved in her church and was invited 
to join the Kappa Chapter of Psi lota Xi. 
Her daughter also joined. She later divorced, 
moved to Logansport and opened a fitness 
spa. Soon after she met and married Bill 
Polack. They decided to use their real estate 
skills and move anywhere, USA. They selected 
Lexington. They threw themselves into their 
work and community. They joined the Lions 
and Lionesses. Libby was named “Most Valu-
able Member” and served as Third Vice Presi-
dent. She and her daughter formed Theta Nu 
Chapter Psi lota Xi. They have supported the 
Bluegrass Charity Regatta with the Cave Run 
Sailing Association for 31 years, to benefit the 
Lexington Hearing and Speech Center. Libby 
and her father wrote letters to research fam-
ily backgrounds and found a connection to a 
Revolutionary Soldier. She served as Regent 
of the Bryan Station Chapter of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution.
She served as a Trustee at the First United 
Methodist Church in Lexington. She was 
named Associate Realtor of the Year, she was 
member of the Belle Bennett Circle, and was 
in the Better Business Women’s Club. She was 

a Conductress, SE District Officer, Kentucky 
State Association President of Psi lota Xi. She 
was a Kentucky Colonel and a Lioness Bridge 
Club member. 
She is survived by her daughter, Libby Carol 
Meers Watters (Rick) Bailey and her son, 
Malcolm Robert (Debbie) Meers; her sis-
ter, Doris Siegrist; her grandchildren, Brett 
(Sarah), Bryan (Melanie), Hannah Elizabeth, 
and Bethany (Sean); her great-grandchildren, 
Avery Elizabeth, Evan, Cora Mae, and Rose 
Marie; and many cousins, nieces and neph-
ews.

Iota Theta, Armstrong, IL
Eva Mae Irvin Douglas, 
45, of Fithian, former-
ly of Penfield, left this 
earth unexpectedly De-
cember 21, 2018 at Carle 
Foundation Hospital, 
Urbana. She was born 
March 4, 1973, in Ur-

bana, a daughter of Lewis “Red” and Beverly 
“Biffy” (Kirby) Irvin. She was blessed with a 
son, Colten Douglas, at home with her, and 
she loved him with all her being. Also surviv-
ing are two sisters, Kathy (Greg) Burr of Ur-
bana and Shelly (Larry) Roberts of Penfield. 
She was preceded in death by her parents.
Eva graduated in 1991 from Armstrong High 
School. She was employed at Blue Cross Blue 
Shield, Danville, since 2008 as a customer 
advocate specialist. Prior to that, she was a 
manager in various retail stores. She was a 
member of the Armstong chapter Iota Theta 
of Psi Iota Xi, a philanthropic sorority. She 
loved music, singing and spending time with 
all her friends.
She was a beautiful person, inside and out, 
and she will be greatly missed by both family 
and friends.

“God has called our 
Sister home, but her 
spirit  remains here 
within our hearts, in 
thought and deed as truly 
as in His heaven. This 
sister has completed her 
obligations on earth, and 
is now where friendship 
and sisterhood exist 

eternally.”
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Chapter Anniversaries

Clockwise from top: Zeta Iota, Louisville, celebrates 60 years; Gamma Iota, 
Shoals, celebrates 70 years; and Alpha Chi, Hagerstown, shared an older photo 
in celebration of 90 years to include some fallen petals

Eta Nu, Rensselaer (left) and Eta Omicron, Kalamazoo (right) both celebrated 
50 years of service.

90 Years
Alpha Chi Hagerstown, IN
Beta Gamma Peru, IN

95 Years
Alpha Eta Bluffton, IN
Alpha Theta Charlestown, IN

110 Years
Iota Rushville, IN
Kappa Kokomo, IN

115 Years
Epsilon Columbus, IN

1 Year
Iota Upsilon Virtual

15 Years
Iota Sigma St. Joseph, IL

45 Years
Theta Tau Midland, MI

50 Years
Eta Mu Rochester, IN
Eta Nu Rensselaer, IN
Eta Omicron Kalamazoo, MI

60 Years
Zeta Theta Niles, MI
Zeta Iota Louisville, KY

65 Years
Gamma Tau Marion, IN

70 Years
Gamma Iota Shoals, IN
Gamma Kappa Brook, IN

85 Years
Beta Mu Brownstown, IN
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Sandy Johnson’s introductory speech of Pat 
Menge at 2019 National Convention:
It is my honor and privilege to introduce to you 
our 2019-2020 National President, Pat Menge. 
Pat was born in Fort Wayne, IN, to Max and 
Mary Sprunger. She graduated from New Ha-
ven High School in New Haven, IN, and from 
Manchester University with an accounting de-
gree in 1985.
Pat met her husband, Dave, in 1989 where they 
both worked for Lincoln National Life Insurance 
Company. They had a short courtship and mar-

Pat Menge’s speech following her installation as 
president at 2019 National Convention:
It is with great cheer and honor that I become 
your national president. Never in my wildest 
dreams, when I attended my first convention 
years ago, did I ever expect to be standing here 
before you. Yet, here I stand. Celebrating anoth-
er successful year as Psi Otes, in this beautiful 
place, hosted by Connie McDaniel and the sis-
ters of Beta Lambda. It is an honor to celebrate 
with you, my sisters, my friends and my family.
Allow me a moment to introduce my family 
to you:
My Mother, Mary Sprunger, my encouragement 
and role model since I was a child. She is one of 
the best “non-Psi Ote” Psi Otes there is.
My Mother-in-Law, Mary Menge Scrogham. 
She is the reason this all started back in 1990. 
She invited me to check out Psi Iota Xi as a way 
to become active in the Fort Wayne community 
and to meet other women outside my career as 
an accountant. So I guess you could say all this 
is her fault.
My Daughter, Marissa Menge. She started at-
tending Psi Ote functions before she was born. 
She sat on my lap while I did the books for Pi 
Chapter, she has made cheeseballs and been 
auctioneer at a few of our Purse Auctions. She 

Pat Menge
2018-2019

NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT
Pi–Fort Wayne, IN

ried in December of 1990. Pat worked at various 
accounting jobs until 1993. Then came the birth 
of their daughter, Marissa, in 1995. With Dave’s 
job transfer in 1999 to Cedar Rapids, IA, Pat 
remained busy raising Marissa and receiving 
another degree in special education from Coe 
College in Cedar Rapids. Little did Pat realize 
how important this degree would be for her in 
her current job. Three years later they returned 
to Fort Wayne where they now reside.
After talking with Marissa by email, I thor-
oughly understand the relationship she has 
with her mother. What mother would not love 
to hear the statement, “My mom is my FAVOR-
ITE person!” She expanded on that statement 
to say, “I’m not just saying that because she is 
my mom.” When I emailed and asked Marissa 
to give me a few inside stories on her mom, she 
sent me a ton of information about her mother’s 
character. Some of this information I already 
knew from sharing a room with Pat at various 
council meetings over the past several years, but 
a lot of the information was quite touching to 
me as a mother, myself. Marissa described Pat 
as EVERYONE’S mom! Their household was 
the one where friends could call at 2 AM to get 
a ride “away” and a safe bed. Pat would reach 
out to her metal head students and surprise 
them as a kindred spirit. She even helped the 
LGBT student organization get started when 
no other teacher would allow them to meet in 
their classroom after school. Marissa went on 
to say that her mother was always encourag-
ing and appreciative of the “weirdos” because 
she raised her own. Marissa, I do not consider 
you to be a weirdo at all. Your mother merely 
allowed you the opportunity to be creative in 
your own special way, whether that was with 
Crayola hair colors, piercings and tattoos, or 
wild fashions. To your surprise, Marissa, your 
mother was helping to create the woman you are 
today! Marissa also described her mom as totally 
devoted to giving. She gives herself to literally 

2019-2020 NATIONAL PRESIDENT
everything she does including her students, her 
hobbies, and especially to Psi Otes.
For the past eight years, Pat has worked for Car-
roll High School running the Freshman Study 
Hall program and tutoring students. Now for 
those of you who have or have not been exposed 
to high school freshmen, “mucho” patience is 
required. Pat Menge is just who they need! She 
accepts their immaturity, offers a helping hand, 
and encourages them as they struggle through 
their first year of high school.
I’d like to share with you a few interesting facts 
about Pat that I learned through conversations 
with her and from her family members. Pat en-
joys hard rock musicians such as Alice Cooper 
and on the opposite side of the music world, she 
enjoys old musicals such as Gigi and Meet Me 
in St. Louis. Pat likes to drink white wine, loves 
being in Florida, and going to nice restaurants. 
Pat’s favorite activity (according to her husband 
Dave) is an afternoon nap!
Pat’s contribution to National Council over the 
years has always been steady and strong. This 
woman amazes me with the amount of patience 
she carries around. National Council will be in 
the middle of a round-table discussion on an 
issue and be deadlocked when Pat speaks up and 
says, couldn’t we just try this method? I have al-
ways admired her ability to sit back quietly, take 
in the information, and offer a solution or plan 
to take care of an issue at hand. Sometimes we 
all just act too quickly. Pat handles difficult situ-
ations with eloquence, confidence, and humility. 
All of us on council have seen her in action. As 
a Psi Ote, Pat is extremely devoted to giving of 
herself to help those less fortunate about her. I 
feel fortunate to call Pat my sister and my friend.
The following quote by Denzel Washington sums 
up my feelings about Pat’s devotion to giving: “At 
the end of the day it’s not about what you have 
or even what you’ve accomplished…it’s about 
who you’ve lifted up, who you’ve made better. 
It’s about what you’ve given back.”

came down from the Indianapolis area, where 
she lives, works and rescues pet snakes, to share 
in this moment. She is accompanied by her 
boyfriend, Cody Langley.
My cousin, Jennifer Nicholson, has joined us 
here to help me celebrate this honor. She is 
more like a sister to me than “just” a cousin. We 
encourage each other and celebrate our honors 
and successes as part of our larger family.
Last but definitely not least, my husband, David. 
He is my rock and my biggest supporter. Being 
raised in a Psi Ote home, he knew, probably bet-
ter than I did, what we were getting into when I 
became a Pi. He has willingly, and mostly with-
out complaining—although it has cost me a few 
take-out dinners—taken over many household 
chores so I can be at council or other events and 
not have to come home to the laundry or a messy 
house. He is FABULOUS—everyone should 
have a spouse like him—luckily he’s all mine.
Thank you wonderful family for being here to 
share this moment.
I’d like to thank my other family, too. My sisters 
who have guided me and shaped my time on 
National Council: Kim Crawley (who brought 
me onto Council), Marcia Mohre, Cathy Etzler, 
Susie Lewis, Brenda Bonner, Beth Keeney, and 
Connie McDaniel, under whose leadership I 
have learned so much about what we DO and 

what we CAN DO. The PNPs who are our his-
tory; the Newbies who are our future; and all of 
you in between. Thank you for making this the 
great organization that it is.
“Enriching the lives of those about us” is more 
than just something we say, it is what we do. 
And have been doing since 1897. Whether it is 
through the big projects at the national level, 
the larger projects in our local communities, 
the small projects within our chapters, or even 
the little things we do as individuals—it IS 
what we do. 
We bring cheer and enrichment to the lives of 
those about us.
It is the smile and the helpful hand we extend 
to the children we see when we visit schools.
It is the scholarship we give to the aspiring 
student.
It is the financial aid we provide so kids can go 
to camp with others who are “like them.”
It is the door to hope and the future that we open 
for the person who is struggling just to make it 
through another day. 
It is in the laughter that we share with our sisters 
in our chapters and here at convention.
As we look forward to this sorority year, “let us 
be of good cheer that the lives of those about us 
may be enriched.”
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2019-2020 NATIONAL OFFICERS

Sandy Johnson
NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT

Zeta Iota–Louisville, KY

Maureen “Mo” Dix
NATIONAL SECRETARY

Zeta Gamma–Fort Branch, IN

Terri Resler
Southwest District Officer
Alpha Psi–Washington, IN

Phyllis Cunningham
Southeast District Officer
Theta Nu–Lexington, KY

Beth Vipond
East Central District Officer

Gamma Tau–Marion, IN

Sandie Carlson
Northeast District Officer
Theta Kappa–Edon, OH

Heather Mitchell
Northwest District Officer

Zeta Theta–Niles, MI

Taffy Day
West Central District Officer

Omega–Lebanon, IN

Andrea Niedenthal
NATIONAL TREASURER

Zeta Tau–Milroy, IN

Rhonda McNall-Crisenbery
NATIONAL PROJECT CHAIR

Theta Theta–Fort Wayne, IN

Mickie Hansen
NATIONAL CONDUCTRESS

Upsilon–Greenfield, IN

Jessica Lucas
NATIONAL EDITOR

Eta Omicron–Kalamazoo, MI
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National and State Contacts
2019-2020

NATIONAL COUNCIL

NATIONAL PRESIDENT
Pat Menge (Mrs. David)
11109 Old Oak Trail
Fort Wayne, IN 46845
260-450-4762
Pi

NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT
Sandra K. Johnson (Mrs. Dave)
255 Oakwood Cr
Pendleton, KY 40055
502-797-0829
Zeta Iota

NATIONAL SECRETARY
Maureen Dix (Mrs. Herb)
704 East Walnut Street
Fort Branch, IN 47648
812-457-2179
Zeta Gamma

NATIONAL TREASURER
Andrea Niedenthal (Mrs. Tim)
1245 Mohican Trail
Greensburg, IN 47240
317-987-8406
Zeta Tau

NATIONAL ADVISOR/
PUBLIC RELATIONS
Connie McDaniel (Mrs. Mark)
151 White Lane
Bedford, IN 47421
812-583-3509
Beta Lambda

NATIONAL PROJECT CHAIR
Rhonda McNall-Crisenbery (Mrs. Greg)
PO Box 27
Pleasant Lake, IN 46779
419-236-0263
Theta Theta

NATIONAL CONDUCTRESS
Mickie Hansen (Mrs. Rusty)
3822 E 700 N
Greenfield, IN 46140
317-402-6409
Upsilon

NATIONAL EDITOR
Jessica Lucas (Mrs. Webb)
721 Clubhouse Dr
Ypsilanti, MI 48197
812-674-1440
Eta Omicron

DISTRICT OFFICERS

NORTHEAST DISTRICT OFFICER
Sandie Carlson (Mrs. Todd)
306 E Indiana St
Edon, OH 43518
419-324-4086
Theta Kappa

NORTHWEST DISTRICT OFFICER
Heather Mitchell (Mrs. Michael)
69732 Elkhart Road
Edwardsburg, MI 49112
574-220-9995
Zeta Theta

EAST CENTRAL DISTRICT OFFICER
Beth Vipond (Mrs. Bruce)
804 S. Washington St. 
Marion, IN 46953
765-661-2789
Gamma Tau 

WEST CENTRAL DISTRICT OFFICER
Taffy Day (Mrs. Steve)
620 W. Camp St.
Lebanon, IN 46052
765-482-1979
Omega

SOUTHEAST DISTRICT OFFICER
Phyllis Cunningham
2157 Maura Trace
Lexington, KY 40513
859-825-8060
Theta Nu

SOUTHWEST DISTRICT OFFICER
Terri Resler
1761 Raglesville Road
Loogootee, IN 47553
812-295-6524
Alpha Psi

STATE PRESIDENTS
INDIANA
Shirley Herrick, Zeta Xi
309 Hargan Drive
Madison, IN 47250
812-273-1807
svherrick@hotmail.com

KENTUCKY
Tammy Hinkle, Theta Nu
4839 Old Frankfort Pike
Lexington, KY 40510
859-629-9752
tammy_hinkle@rpsins.com 

NATIONAL ADDRESSES

NATIONAL OFFICE
Psi Iota Xi National Office
Becky Hamilton
Administrative Assistant
3905 Vincennes Road, Suite 303
Indianapolis, IN 46268
317-471-3512
www.psiiotaxi.org
PixNational@gmail.com

President, Past Presidents Club
Kim Crawley, PNP
220 E 1st St
Greensburg, IN 47240
sororitygalkim@hotmail.com
812-663-3921
Sigma

National Memorial Fund
Lesley Bookout, PNP
1432 Cedar Street
Niles, MI 49120
269-683-3999
lesley.bookout@att.net
Zeta Theta

Official Jeweler
Michelle Gordon
J Lewis Small and Company
9147 W 1000 N
PO Box 426
Elwood, IN 46036
800-354-7356 (phone)
765-552-4756 (fax)
ljackson@jlewissmall.com (email orders)

Psi Iota Xi Insurance Coverage
United Insurance Services, Inc.
Marcie Spurgeon
812-882-3560
800-467-2106 Toll Free
812-885-2383 Fax
For billing/certificates contact Marcie at: 
marcie@unitedins.com

Parliamentarian
Ed Frazier
6502 Cane Ridge Court
Indianapolis, IN 46268-4000
317-243-0107
elfrazier@comcast.net

Charlie Fox, CPA
1421 South Woodland Ave.
Michigan City, IN 46360
219.871.7882
charlie@appleCPA.com
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Project Representatives
2019-2020

ASHF: American Speech-Language-
Hearing Foundation
Nancy J. Minghetti, Executive Director
2200 Research Blvd
Rockville, MD 20850-3289
301-296-8700
NMinghetti@asha.org

Van Riper Lecture Series
Kathryn Hillenbrand
Department of Speech, Language and
Hearing Sciences
Western Michigan University
1903 W Michigan Ave
Kalamazoo, MI 49008-5355
269-387-8054
kathryn.hillenbrand@wmich.edu

Hoosier Art Salon
Robert Burnett, Executive Director
1060 Capitol Ave, Ste 365
317-669-6050
www.hoosiersalon.org

Past National President’s Project
Gallaudet University
Susan Gill, Director
Field House
800 Florida Ave, NE
Washington, DC 20002-3695
202-651-5591
susan.gill-doleac@gallaudet.edu

Bethel College Sign Language 
Interpreting Program
Sign Language Interpreting Program
Academic Center, Room 323
Bethel College
1001 Bethel Circle
Mishawaka, IN 46545
574-257-2577

St. Joseph Institute’s Early 
Intervention
St Joseph Institute for the Deaf-Indy
Whitney Stevens-McBride
9192 Waldemar Rd
Indianapolis, IN 46268-1131
317-471-8560

Camp Shout Out
Julie Raynor, MA, CCC-SLP
PO Box 184
Muskegon, MI 49443
231-744-9260
office@campshoutout.org

Muncie Symphony Orchestra
Jennifer H. Johnson, Executive Director
2000 W University Ave AC 112
Muncie, IN 47306
765-285-5531
munciesymphonyorchestra@gmail.com
www.munciesymphony.org

Evansville Philharmonic Orchestra
Jeanne Bundy, Director of Salesr
20 NW Third St, Ste 500
Evansville, IN 47708
812-425-5050, Ext. 305

South Bend Orchestra
Justus Zimmerman, Executive Director
127 N Michigan St
South Bend, IN 46601-1603 
574-232-6343

Louisville Orchestra
Robert Massey, Chief Executive Officer
620 W Main, Ste 600
Louisville, KY 40202
502-587-8681

Psi Iota Xi Symphony and
Elsie I. Sweeney Endowment Funds:
Central Indiana Community 
Foundation
Ruthie Purcell-Jones, Dir Philanthropic Svcs.
615 N Alabama St, Ste 300
Indianapolis, IN 46204-1498
317-631-6542, ext. 506
ruthiepj@cicf.org

MDO Deaf Youth Sports Festival, Inc.
Ronda Bilz, Beatrice Pfaff
PO Box 421304
Indianapolis, IN 46242
teammdo@gmail.com

Camp About Face
Caitlin Church
705 Riley Hospital Dr, Room 3538
Indianapolis, IN 46202
317.274.2489
cchurch@iuhealth.org

Hear Indiana, Listening & Spoken 
Language Camp for the Deaf & Hard 
of Hearing Children
Naomi Horton, Executive Director
740 Kingsway Dr, Ste 33
Indianapolis, IN 46205
317-828-0211
naomi.horton@shrcindiana.org

Blue Star Connection
Art Ferarri
PO Box 1530
Winter Park, CO 80482
970-531-1641
Art.ferrari@grandblues.org

Riley Children’s Foundation
Amber Miller, Associations & Radiothon 
Coordinator
30 South Meridian St, Suite 200
Indianapolis, IN 46204-3540
317-759-6949
amiller@rileykids.org

Dr. Rodney Gabel, Ph.D., CCC-SLP, BCS-FD
The Gabel Center for
Stuttering Therapy, LLC
1715 Indianwood Circle, Ste 200
Maumee, OH 43537
419-575-2855
administrator@gabelcenter.org

Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra
Joe Perin, Promotions and Marketing Mgr
32 E Washington St, Ste 600
Indianapolis, IN 46204
317-229-7090
800.366.8457-ticket services
www.indianapolissymphony.org
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