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Dear Parents of Middle School Students, 

For the past several years, I have had a particular group of students weighing very heavy on my heart.  The Lord 
has convinced me that we needed to take a different approach to making the Middle School years more 
productive and positive.  At this age, as you well know, teens are changing rapidly.   
 
Not only are they growing and developing physically, but socially and spiritually they are building on foundations 
that have been laid during their elementary years.  Even a good foundation does not guarantee a sound and 
useful structure. There must be attention given to how the framework is constructed, ordered, and the quality 
of the materials used.   
 
Pardon the building analogy, but sometimes we focus all of our attention on the foundation (which is of utmost 
importance), and the finished aesthetically-pleasing edifice, while the framing, wiring, and plumbing are 
considered by-products of the final outcome.  Those of us who have had to repair or redo some contractor’s 
oversight or shoddy framing understand the importance of what’s behind the walls.  When the wall board is 
hung and the paint and trim work is done, we lose sight of the importance of the framework, until something 
goes wrong (and it usually does when we least expect it or are not prepared for it). 
 
Our teens are much the same, we work hard to provide a solid foundation during the elementary years, and we 
want the best attention to the details in the high school years.  If the Middle School years (which are the most 
influential from a social perspective) are not cared for and attention focused on their special needs, ideas, and 
perspectives; we are building a structure that is destined to collapse and decay from the inside out.  There is an 
old saying that states “it’s easier to build a boy than repair a man”.  

In interviewing for admission to Cross Lanes Christian School, I mentioned that our philosophy can be 
summarized in a short statement, “We are here to be a supplement to your home not a substitute for it.” God 
gave these wonderful children to their parents. He expects them to “bring them up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord.” (Eph. 6:4).  

Thank you for your trust and confidence in the faculty and staff of CLCS.  We do not take this lightly.   

There are three primary things that are lacking in the CLCS Middle School: ownership, organization, and 
identity.  I have sought counsel with several faculty members, students, colleagues, and parents about this 
problem and the solution. With all that said, I would like to initiate a new approach to the CLCS Middle School.  
It is based on a positive incentive philosophy.   
 
As a first initiative a special meeting will be conducted with the Middle School students to explain this new 
approach and to get their input. That’s the first step toward ownership.  
 
Please read carefully the enclosed plan and details.   
 
For Christian Education, 
Mr. Eddie Riley 
Administrator 
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Welcome to Cross Lanes Christian Middle School. We recognize this very important time in the life of each 
student. Though it may seem challenging it is one of the most rewarding and joyful times of our lives. At CLCS 
we want to nurture this age group with activities and ideas that will help the student to grow in the grace and 
knowledge of the Lord during this time of transition from childhood to young adults in high school.  

Challenges of the Middle School Age:   

The nurturing environment of elementary school is a dramatic contrast to the middle school, or even high 
school. There will be class changes, increased organization, self-discipline development, and fewer personal 
relationships with teachers. All this change tends to intensify any existing behavior problems.  

There are documented studies of “slumps in learning” Grades can fluctuate at the start of school due to new 
class routines. Peer groups begin to exert tremendous pull. Hormonal changes (growth spurts) awkwardness, 
clumsiness, etc. characterize this age group. Independence is shown in clothing and hairstyles. Identity questions 
arise -- who am I? What am I going to be? Gender roles are more specific. There is a battle between 
independency and dependency  
 
Communication with the Middle School Age group 

Communication gaps can develop "Communication is vitally important during the next few years,"  "Remain 
non-judgmental, non-critical and available. Your goal is to raise a child who is independent but can also feel 
comfortable talking to you." 
 
Good advice for Parents of Middle School children 

Parental involvement at school can be a positive influence, as can a child's involvement in after-school activities.  
Focusing on the positives is another key to surviving this often-confusing time.  This also is the time when 
children can feel embarrassed by their parents. Wise parents understand that and do not take it too personally.   
Work toward an encouraging environment at home, when discussing some needed change, let your children 
know that you still think they are wonderful.  

Parents help bridge the gap between elementary and middle school by being aware of and willing to talk about 
the additional stresses their child is facing. Be supportive of any interest your child shows in developing a talent 
or skill.  Activities provide your child with a supportive and positive peer group. Even as they try their wings, 
your approval and support remain important. 

Be ready for CHANGE: 

There are major changes that students experience transitioning from Elementary to Middle School. One 
particular area is freedom. They will have time between classes, sit where they want in chapel, sit where they 
want at lunch. In elementary, the teacher is a constant. They are led to and from places, sit with the class, and 
have typically one teacher all day long. In the Middle School they may have a different teachers every period.  
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Statistically, most elementary teachers are female.  For the first time the student may have a male teacher. 
Typically in Elementary, classes stay together all the time. In the Middle School they may have combined grades 
for subjects like PE or Music.  

The Middle School age is uniquely characterized by exploration, experimentation, influenced, trusting, 
susceptible, and imaginative. This is the age when most parents will claim that they lost their child. This is the 
age when students try things (smoking, vaping, immorality, etc.). This is the age of heroes and villains. They are 
fascinated by great feats and interesting characters. They seek to emulate athletic, movie, and music celebrities.  

What is CLCS Middle School and what to expect? 

There are some definitive distinctively different changes that are taking place at CLCS.  We are celebrating the 
specialty of the Middle School by revamping our approach to this age group. There are several specific areas 
that will help to create a Middle School identity. 

Specific Middle School Faculty 

A group of teachers who will specialize in teaching the Middle School have been selected. They are wonderful 
group of professionals who are excited to focus on this particular age group and meet their needs. Mr. John 
Koster, has accepted the new position of Middle School Supervisor. He will oversee the subject matter, teaching 
needs, and student development. He will also serve as the Middle School science and 7th-8th Boys Bible teacher. 
Mrs. Laura Humphreys will be the Middle School math as well as the 6th grade girls Bible teacher. Mrs. Sandy 
Kendrick will teach English to the Middle School. History will be taught by a new to CLCS teacher, Mrs. Jodie 
Harless. Mr. Harless is a veteran teacher from Chapmanville Middle School where he taught for 12 years. Mr. 
Lovejoy, Mrs. Witmer, Mrs. Dietz, and Mrs. Sylvia will provide Physical Education, Art, Music, and Computer 
respectively. 

Specific Middle School Facility 

All Middle School classes, with the exception of PE, Music, Art, and computer, will be taught in one building. The 
100 building, also the Administration Building will house the bulk of the Middle School Students classes. The 
building has recently been painted and new decals have been applied to the hallways identifying the Cross Lanes 
Christian School Middle School. No longer will the Middle school age students be in the population with the 
older and larger high school age students. Specific bathroom facilities will now provide the Middle school 
students with a new level of privacy.  In addition, having their own building will give them some ownership and 
comradery.   

Specific Middle School Curriculum 
 
We have assured that the curricula for the Middle School focuses on their specific learning needs and skillset. 
We have updated several of the courses to the latest editions. We have also made sure that our teachers have 
access to technology and resources to help embellish their teaching pedagogy. 
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Specific Middle School Preparation 
 
As mentioned earlier that one of the areas that is necessary during the Middle School years is developing 
organizational skills. In order, to help achieve this part of their educational process, Middle School students will 
be required to keep a planner that is provided from the school. Assignments will be recorded and expected to 
be initialed by both the teacher and parents to facilitate responsibility. Middle School students will be provided 
a specific notebook with organizational dividers to provide a measure of continuity. They will be encouraged to 
design their own particular insert for the cover for identity and creativity purposes.   
 

Specific Middle School Student Council 
 
The Middle School will elect three primary officers along with a class representative to be a liaison between the 
students and the Administration. There will be a President, a Girls’ Vice-president and a Boys’ Vice-president 
from the 8th grade class. Each of the grades will elect a Class Representative to serve on the MS Student Council. 
These leaders will be under the sponsorship of Mrs. Witmer and the High School Student Council President and 
they develop their leadership potential.  
 

Specific Middle School Schedule 
 
A specific schedule has been developed for the Middle School. It takes into consideration their subjects and time 
for study halls to complete homework assignments.  
 

Specific Middle School Chapel 
 
Middle School Chapel will be in the gym (social distancing required) on Tuesday during 3rd period. Specific topics 
and speakers will be planned to address the spiritual needs of this age group. The Middle and High School 
chapels may be combined on certain occasions when a special speaker or group is scheduled. Following chapel 
the Middle School students will meet briefly with a small Power Group to pray and discuss the application of 
the chapel message. Those group will be assigned to Middle School faculty and Administration.  
 

Specific Middle School Events 
 
Along with specialized faculty, facilities, curriculum, leadership, and chapels, there will be specific Middle School 
level events.  

 Athletics:  
For example, CLCS already offers a variety of athletic teams designed for the Middle School (Middle School 
Soccer (boys and girls), Middle School Girls’ Volleyball, Middle School Golf (Coed), Middle School basketball 
(boys and girls), Middle School cheerleading, Middle School baseball, Middle School softball, and Track and Field. 
  

 Retreat: 
At the beginning of the school year we plan a retreat for all Middle School students. That retreat has been held 
at Camp Virgil Tate. At the retreat students play large group centered games, enjoy great food and hear a couple 
of important Biblical messages from a local speaker.  
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 Fine Arts: 
In the spring CLCS participates in the WVCEA (West Virginia Christian Education Association) Middle School Fine 
Arts competition. That competition is an all-day event that features art, music, choir, speech, crafts, 
photography, preaching and much more. 

 Social Events 
Each year in the fall, a Middle School Social event is planned so that the students may enjoy the company of 
their friends away from school.  In the past, that event has been ice-skating, bowling, hiking, etc. 

 Middle School Graduation 
In the spring of 2021, we will host a Middle School Banquet. At that banquet we will recognize our Middle School 
8th graders for the confirmation of their Middle School diplomas.  We will also recognize other Middle Schoolers 
for outstanding achievement and honor.   
 

Specific Middle School Dress Code Exception 
  
Though uniforms are required of Middle School in accordance with the institutional standards of the school, the 
exception in the Middle School will be to allow uniform shorts for students during the months of September-
October and April-May. *Refer to the CLCS Student Parent Handbook for all other uniform details. 
 

Specific Middle School Discipline System: Bonus Day System 
 

It communicates to the student: 

 You are responsible for your choices. 

 You make choices and you must bear the consequences of your choices. 

 You are accountable for your actions and words. 
 

Six Rules for a Good Day at Cross Lanes Christian Middle School 
 

1. (-1 point) Be prepared:   
*Have your books, pencils, pens, and materials ready when the bell rings. 

 
2. (-1 point) Speak only when given permission. 

*Raise your hand. Wait to be called on by the teacher. 
 

3. (-1 point) Be on time and ready for class. 
*No talking after the bell rings. 

 
4. (-1 point) Take care of your “stuff” on your time. 

*Including bathroom, talking to another teacher, etc. 
 

5. (-3 points) Respect others and their property at all times. 
*If it is not your property or body, HANDS OFF!  

 
6. (-5 points) Negativity is not tolerated. (in word or action) 

*Your attitude determines your altitude, (i.e follow the cell phone policy) 
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Mechanics of the System 
 

 Each student will have Bonus Day card with 25 points labeled on the left hand 
margin.  This card is issued the first school day of the month by the homeroom 
teacher. Each student begins the month with 25 points.  
 

 If a student is misbehaving, unprepared disrespectful, etc. they will lose points   (see 
the 6 rules).  

 

 Cards will change color at the end of the month. Cards are to be collected 
by the homeroom teacher and sent to the Middle School Supervisor on 
the last Wednesday of each month.  The Middle School supervisor will 
tally the cards to determine who will be participating on the Bonus Day. 
Any student can have a bad week.  . 

 

 Bonus Day Cards are to be kept in the blue zipper pouch in the Middle 
School notebook. Lost cards may be obtained from the Middle School 
Supervisor for $1 each. Students who lose their cards will automatically 
lose 1 point for violation of Rule #1 in addition to the loss of points 
already from the loss card.  
 

 Teachers will keep a running tally of who and how many points they 
deducted from students so as to rectify the amount if students were to 
lose their card. For example, if a student has lost 6 points and loses 
his/her card and purchases a replacement card, the Middle School 
supervisor needs to know how many points to deduct on the new card.  

 

 The issuing teacher initials the loss of points on the card. If the student has reached a level of consequence 
(i.e. at the loss of 5 points the student is assigned an afterschool detention. After serving the detention the 
student will redeem the 5 points (this may happen only once per month). The detention supervisor will initial 
the reinstatement of the 5 points on the student’s card. 

 

 After school detentions will be assigned by the Middle School Supervisor and will rotate among the Middle 
School teachers. 
 

 Students who retain 18+ points will be allowed to participate in the Bonus Day activity for that month. 
 

 Students who retain all 25 points, no punches (loss of points), a clean card, will receive a VIP (Very 
Impressive Person) award which may be a casual day, a special snack from the concession stand at a ball 
game, etc. This award will be presented in the next chapel day. 

 

 At the beginning of the month, every student starts over. 
 

 It gives an objective behavior summary at the end of the month rather than the end of a semester. 

 

SEPTEMBER 
NAME: _________________________________________ 

POINTS 
TEACHER 
INITIALS 

RULE # 
INFRACTION 

  DETENTION 
SUPERVISOR 
INITIALS 

POINTS 
RECOVERED 
CIRCLED 

1    1 

2    2 

3    3 

4    4 

5    5 

AUTOMATIC AFTER SCHOOL DETENTION TO REDEEM 5 POINTS 

6   

7   

8   

9   

10   

11   

12   

13   

14   

15   

16   

17   

18   

19   

20   

21   

22   

23   

24   

25   

 

SEPTEMBER 
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POINTS 
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INITIALS 

RULE # 
INFRACTION 

  DETENTION 
SUPERVISOR 
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POINTS 
RECOVERED 
CIRCLED 

1    1 

2    2 

3    3 

4    4 

5    5 

AUTOMATIC AFTER SCHOOL DETENTION TO REDEEM 5 POINTS 

6   

7   

8   

9   

10   

11   

12   

13   

14   

15   

16   

17   

18   

19   

20   

21   

22   

23   

24   

25   
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 It allows for teachers and the Middle School Supervisor to promote self-correction in the Middle School 
Student. 

 

 Parents should check the student’s Bonus Day Card daily. 
 

 Major offenses to the CLCS honor code and expectations will result in loss of the Bonus Day and be dealt 
with in accordance with the consequences as prescribed in the CLCS Parent Student Handbook by the 
Administration.  

 
Details of the Discipline Report System 

 
1. Every teacher must consistently enforce the six rules. 
 
2. The student gets an opportunity to solve the problem and redemption is realized. 
 
3. Parents are brought into the process in an objective and consistent manner. 
 
4. Because of the six rules, every student knows where he/she stands. 
 
 
Note: The Administration reserves the right to modify the system as needed.  This new concept will be 
evaluated for its effectiveness quarterly.  
 
Bonus Days will be determined by the Middle School Students with the Approval of the Middle School Faculty. 
Most Bonus Days will be the last Friday of the month. The Bonus Days may be on or off campus. However due 
to COVID no Bonus days can be off campus for first semester.   
 

 Examples of On-campus Bonus Days may include a video game tournament, a dodge ball tournament, 
ice cream down time, a kick ball game, a movie, etc.   

 

 Examples of Off-campus Bonus Days may include a trip to the Bowling Alley, Sky Zone, Miniature Golf, 
Movie, Mall shopping, etc. Off campus Bonus Days will need ample chaperoning from staff and parents.  

 


