
Parish Based Activities 
for Thanksgiving
To assist you, the Diocesan Ministry Directors put together a list of “possibilities” for parishes to reach out to 
families and parishioners around Thanksgiving.  On this page are some options for parish based activities.  
The second is a file that could be incorporated into your parish website, or printed as a handout to include in 
your parish bulletin.

Interactive Prayer Spaces
Hang up a banner and ask people to bring a pen or crayon to 
add what they are thankful for this year.
Prayer wall with strings or a long string hanging with 
clothespins.  Provide paper, pens, and markers and have 
parishioners hang their Thanksgiving prayers.
Prayer path using chalk on sidewalk or parking lot.  
Encourage parishioners to draw and write on the floor. 
Wall art by having a large tree trunk and branches 
drawn/painted/printed on the wall where people can come 
and stick colored paper leaves with what they are thankful 
for written on them.

Mobile Prayer and Reflection - Using an Email/
WhatsApp/GroupMe offer people a daily reflection and 
prayer (i.e. Angelus at Noon, Divine Mercy at 3pm, Morning 
Prayer to Start the Day) Be consistent and keep it brief so it’s 
easy to use.  If people sign up and like this, do something for 
Advent and grow your list.
Online Thanksgiving Prayer / Poems - Create a space on 
your website or your campus (or both) for people to send or 
drop off Thanksgiving prayers or poems.  Feature them 
throughout the weekend or even during Advent.

Thanksgiving Videos -Collect 3-minute videos with a 
greeting or unity prayer. Collate into a presentation to 
share via email or online.

For Families 
& Kids

Crafts for Children –
Utilize your parking lot or 
bench areas and set up craft 
stations.  Families can sign 
up for a time slot and watch 
children color, learn from 
Thanksgiving Bible lessons, 
or other crafts.

Virtual Family Talent 
Show - Live or have 
families submit pre-
recorded videos to share 
and vote on the most 
creative family each day.  
You can also do a drive-by 
Thanksgiving play in 
parish parking lots.

Poster Contest - Conduct 
a poster contest online  
that advocates for unity:  
“Love one another as I 
have loved you."  
Parishioners can vote for 
the ones they like.

More Resources -   Click here to visit Catholic Tool Box

https://catholicblogger1.blogspot.com/2012/11/christian-thanksgiving-ideas-activities.html



