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Our Mission Statement

We the people of San Antonio Parish strive to be a
community of faith, hope and love. We find our identity and
mission in Jesus Christ and His Gospel. We celebrate our life
as Catholic Christians in word, worship and service. By
recognizing our baptism, we accept our call to personal
renewal and reach out with the gospel message to families
and individuals, extending an invitation to fellowship with us.

A Letter from Fr. John Neneman
Dear Parishioners,
As I write this letter I have just received the news of my
appointment as the 3rd Pastor of San Antonio de Padua
Parish. What an honor and challenge to take on the responsibility! To say I have big shoes to fill is putting it
lightly!
As we begin this year of celebration in honoring the
founding parishioners as well as welcoming the newest
families to our Parish we look back and ponder where it is
that we started, and how much we have grown.
As I attend meetings where we joke about who has the honor of having the lowest
envelope number, or how many years someone has been helping with Fiesta, or another ministry, I am filled with a sense of Joy in how we have flourished as a Catholic Community of Faith in Anaheim Hills.
Just look at what we have accomplished in 40 years! I often rue the fact that we
have outgrown our parish facilities, as I joke with Fr. Seamus as to why he did not
build bigger buildings!
As a parish we are in our stride as we age & thrive and continue to reach out to the
needs of this generation. Not an easy task, but doable knowing that we are built on
a strong foundation of Faith, Hope and Love.
To those founding families, I say Thank You for sharing your gifts of time, talent &
treasure to grow our parish into a thriving home for the Holy Spirit to dwell.
To our newest members, I say Welcome & be ready to be captivated in all of the
Faith, Hope & Love our parish has to offer!
Happy 40th to Us & Happy 40 Years of Faith!

San Antonio de Padua, Pray for Us!

Fr. John Neneman
Pastor

Our Patron Saint
San Antonio de Padua (Saint Anthony of Padua)
DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH FEAST DAY: JUNE 13
b.1195 d.1231

Canonized (declared a saint) less than one year after his death.
O Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints, your love for God and Charity for His creatures,
made you worthy, when on earth, to possess miraculous powers. Encouraged by this
thought, I implore you to obtain for me [your request here]. 0 gentle and loving St. Anthony, whose heart was ever full of human sympathy, whisper my petition into the ears
of the sweet Infant Jesus, who loved to be folded in your arms; and the gratitude of my
heart will ever be yours. Amen.

FRANCISCAN ORDER —
There is perhaps no more loved and admired saint in the Catholic Church than Saint Anthony of Padua, a Doctor of the Church. Though he was known for his ministry in Italy,
he was born in Portugal. He first joined the Augustinian Order and then left it and entered the Franciscan Order in 1221, when he was 26 years old. The reason he became a
Franciscan was because of the death of the five Franciscan protomartyrs — St. Bernard,
St. Peter, St. Otho, St. Accursius, and St. Adjutus — who shed their blood for the Catholic Faith in the year 1220, in Morocco, in North Africa, and whose headless and mutilated bodies had been brought to the monastery where St. Anthony was living, on their way
back for the burial. St. Anthony became a Franciscan in the hope of shedding his own
blood and becoming a martyr. He lived only ten years after joining the Franciscan Order.

HAMMER OF THE HERETICS —
So simple and resounding was his teaching of the Catholic Faith, so that the most unlettered and innocent might understand it, that he was made a Doctor of the Church by
Pope Pius XII in 1946. Saint Anthony was only 36 years old when he died. He is called
the “hammer of the Heretics” His great protection against their lies and deceits in the
matter of Christian doctrine was to utter, simply and innocently, the Holy Name of
Mary. When St. Anthony realized the heretics would not listen to him or his preaching,
he then went out and preached it to the fishes. This was not, as liberals and naturalists
are trying to say, for the instruction of the fishes, but rather for the glory of God, the
delight of the angels, and the easing of his own heart. St. Anthony wanted to profess the
Catholic Faith with his mind and his heart, at every moment.

FINDER OF LOST ARTICLES —
He is typically depicted with a Bible and the Infant Child Jesus, to whom He miraculously
appeared, and is commonly referred to today as the “finder of lost articles.” Upon exhumation, some 336 years after his death, his body was found to be corrupted, yet his
tongue was totally incorrupt, so perfect were the teachings that had been formed upon it.

Established October 1, 1977
The history of San Antonio Parish can actually be traced to 1769 when Jose Antonio Yorba, a young
Spanish soldier of the Portola expedition, first saw what is now Orange County. Yorba later returned as
one of the several large landowners who established Ranchos in the area.
On August 1, 1834, one of Jose’s sons, Bernardo, moved across the Santa Ana River from what is now
Anaheim Hills, to establish Rancho Cañon de Santa Ana. He built a large hacienda complete with a chapel
dedicated to St. Anthony of Padua. Before his death in 1860, Don Bernardo began the construction on a
public chapel made of adobe.
On April 19, 1860, the chapel was dedicated with a Mass for the soul of Don Bernardo and named the
Chapel, San Antonio de Padua de Santa Ana.

1880 — WOODEN CHAPEL

Our History

Originally priests came from the mission San Gabriel to say Mass, but in 1875, after the founding of the St
Boniface parish in Anaheim, the little chapel became a mission of that parish. In 1880 a wooden chapel
replaced the deteriorating adobe structure and that chapel stood until 1956 when it was torn down.

1977 — OFFICIALLY NAMED
The chapel’s name would once again come to grace the part of the Santa Ana Canyon know as Anaheim
Hills, when Bishop William Johnson created a new parish on June 8, 1977. He appointed the Rev. Seamus
A. Glynn as the founding pastor and gave permission for Father Seamus to seek the recommendations of
parishioners as to a name for the new parish. On September 1, 1977 the name San Antonio was suggested
and forwarded to the bishop. He approved it as San Antonio de Padua del Cañon.

1977 — OFFICIALLY CREATED

The parish was officially created on September 23, 1977 and the first Mass was held on Saturday, October
1, in the cafeteria of El Rancho Middle School. The parish began with 853 registered families. On February
8, 1981 the first Mass was held in the new church with over 1100 in attendance. The final piece of the
church was added on September 18, 1982, when the bells were installed. By its tenth anniversary in
1987, the parish had grown to 1909 families.

1989 — GLYNN HALL

In 1989, San Antonio Church facilities were expanded with Glynn Hall, a space large enough for community gatherings.

1999 — ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI CATHOLIC SCHOOL

In May of 1995 the Pastoral Council conducted a needs assessment survey and out of this came a recommendation for the building of a Catholic elementary school. In partnership with St. Martin de Porres Parish
of Yorba Linda, a $3 million campaign was launched to build a school on land northeast Yorba Linda donated by the Diocese of Orange. In 1996 Bishop McFarland approved the school project and St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Elementary School opened for classes in September, 1999.

2002 — RELIGIOUS EDUCATION BUILDING

In 2002, the new Religious Education Center provided offices, additional classroom, and meeting spaces.
The church building underwent some structural renovations, along with the creating of the "Community
Memorial Courtyard" at the Church entrance. This provided a welcoming area for community gatherings.

THIRD & FOURTH DECADE — GROWTH
In our third decade, San Antonio Parish has experienced tremendous growth. Under the leadership of Father
Seamus Glynn, Father Joe Nettekoven, and Father John Neneman, assisted by the dedication of countless
number of parishioners, and greatly blessed by our Lord Jesus Christ, the parish has grown to over 4,200
registered families.

Our Stained Glass Window
The Stained Glass Window Above the Altar:

First, it is important to realize that
after Vatican II, the church recommended that windows above the
altar should never be so mesmerizing that they draw more attention
to the window during Mass than to
what is taking place on the altar.
Therefore the designer of our window at San Antonio chose to do a
stylized depiction of Jesus’ resurrection into heaven. The following is
the explanation that was given to
our very first parishioners. “Notice
that the window is divided into nine
sections. If you look closely at the
top right section you can see 5 pieces of white glass that are shaped like
the upward extended hand of Jesus.
Next, notice the inverted U-shape
design between the upper left and
upper middle piece. This is meant to
be the head of Jesus as he ascends.
All the swirling different colored
glass pieces (done in colors to coordinate with the decor of the rest
of the church) are meant to be the
clouds that began to cover the figure of Jesus as He ascended into
heaven.”

Stained Glass Window

Many people have asked: what is the significance or the meaning of the stained glass window above the altar
and why is it so modern and stylized?
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Deacon Russ & Jody Millspaugh
Expected Ordination Date:
October 28, 2017

Deacon Kevin & Mary Jo Durkin
Expected Ordination Date:
2019

Vocations

Dedication of San Antonio de Padua del Cañon Catholic Church, Anaheim Hills in 1981
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Religious Education
Our goal is to teach Catholic Christian doctrine to pre-school through junior high school age parishioners
while encouraging a great prayer life, a closer relationship with Jesus, and a greater connection to the Body
of Christ. Through the light of instruction, our purpose is to inspire every person’s faith to become more
loving, conscious and alive.

Children's Liturgy of the Word
Teachers guide children though the reading of the Mass and the
homily experience at a language level that they can understand.
Children are invited to participate in the Liturgy of the Word each
Sunday during the 8:30 am and 10:00 am Mass. Children participating are dismissed from Mass and congregate in the Religious
Education classrooms for further instruction, Grades 1-3, and
Grades 4-6.

Christmas Program

Vacation Bible School

Religious Education

Jr. High Teachers

SALT Leadership &
Confirmation Teachers

Youth Ministry & Confirmation

Confirmation

Steubenville,
San Diego

Confirmation
Teachers

Adult Faith Formation

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA)
Rite of Christian Initiation is the process by which adults are fully initiated into the Catholic faith community. It is intended for anyone over the age of seven who is unbaptized, a baptized Christian from
another denomination or baptized Catholic but has not yet received the sacraments of Communion or
Confirmation. The culmination of the RCIA program is celebrated at the Eater Vigil.

Tuesday Morning Bible Study
Adult Bible Study promotes the sharing of personal experiences as they relate to Scriptures as well as
other pertinent discussions so that God’s presence may be better realized. San Antonio currently has
three adult Bible Study groups.

Adult Faith Formation

Adult Faith Formation provides opportunities for adult education and further development of your
Catholic Faith within the Church. Throughout the year we provide various courses, lectures, guest
speakers and discussions for interested adults.

St. Francis of Assisi Catholic School

St. Francis of Assisi School

Founded in September 1998.
Nestled in the hills of Yorba Linda, California, St. Francis of Assisi Catholic School has been providing outstanding Catholic education for pre-school through eighth grade students for nearly
two decades. We cultivate each student’s unique abilities by offering integrated, challenging curriculum and enrichments activities, all in a compassionate environment under the guidance of
exceptional faculty. The result: an engaged student body and
alumni population comprised of Christ-centered individuals with
a strong moral compass, and commitment to academics.
Our current enrollment consists of 549 students from 370 families within the local community. Our beautiful campus boasts
breathtaking views and includes 25 classrooms, an iMAC computer lab, library with homework resources, a well-appointed
science lab, advanced math lab, two Learning Support Centers
for specialized instruction, a multi-purpose center, and a peaceful outdoor amphitheater. We also have staff and facilities available to provide extended care for registered students of working
families in Pre-kindergarten through 8th grade.
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic School is accredited by the Western
Catholic Educational Association (WCEA) and co-accredited by
the Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC). 

Cancer Support Group
The focus of this group is spiritual and emotional healing through exchange
of stories from those who are going through these situations.

Christian Services
Christian Services provides transportation
assistance to parish families in time of special need. Volunteers prepare and deliver
meals to parish families who are ill and in
need of meals; provide visits and telephone
calls to the homebound, to alleviate the
feeling of isolation.

The Family Assistance program is a charitable service designed to provide temporary assistance to families who have fallen
on hard times and who need financial and
other forms of support. The program’s
primary mission is to provide rental assistance to low income, working families in
need. Ministry volunteers from the parish
interview prospective families to determine how the Family Assistance program
can be of help.

Grandma’s House of Hope

A mentor will be assigned to the families in the program to provide consultation and counseling as
needed. A food pantry is maintained for families in
the program as well as for other needy individuals.
Special distributions of food and gifts are made at
unique times such as Thanksgiving, Christmas and
Easter.

Outreach

Family Assistance

The Knights of Columbus
The Knights of Columbus is an international organization of Catholic men
dedicated to the principles of charity,
unity, fraternity, and patriotism. The
Knights raise and donate funds for
local charities and provide a variety
of family-oriented opportunities for
participation in social and religious
events within the parish.

The Respect Life Ministry promotes the sanctity of human life and seeks ways to support the local life centers
which offer aide and support to mothers in crisis pregnancies. We work in unison with the Catholic Church on
Pro-Life issues and educate parishioners on local and national events as well as upcoming legislation which is
relevant to the protection of human life.

Prayer Shawl

Outreach

Respect Life

Fiesta Committee
Our mission is to bring the parish and the community together for fellowship and fund raising. The
Fiesta is a yearly event, usually in September, filled with many fun activities, game booths, bingo,
great food, entertainment, Monk’s closet, silent auction and much, much more

San Antonio Moms follow the examples of our Mother Mary and Her
Son, Jesus Christ. We strive to be a visible reminder and presence of
God through our acts of service, fellowship, faith, love and support to
our fellow moms, our families, our parish, and our community.

Senior Sunshine Club
The Sunshine Club provides the senior members of the parish a way to form new friendships and socialize in
a faith-centered atmosphere. The second Tuesday of each month they gather for a potluck lunch and various types of enrichment are presented, such as educational, spiritual, musical, comedy or current events.

Social Fellowship

San Antonio Moms

San Antonio
Women

Social Fellowship

San Antonio Women
meet monthly, the first
Monday of the month,
for social fellowship and
spiritual enrichment.

Hispanic Ministry

Filipino Ministry

The Choice Wine

TMIY
That Man is You! is an interactive, multimedia men’s program combining the best research from science with the teachings of the Catholic faith and the wisdom of the saints to develop the vision of a
man fully alive. By honestly addressing the pressures and temptations that men face in our modern
culture, That Man is You! seeks to form men who will be capable of transforming homes and society.

Young Adults
Young Adults is a direct extension of the San Antonio Youth Ministry Program. This ministry is for our
young adults upon graduation from high school. The vision is to provide a common place for fellowship, sharing about each other’s lives, and to hold each other accountable to our Catholic faith.

Social Fellowship

The Choice Wine: 7 Steps to a Superabundant Marriage is a pathway to authentic marital happiness.
Couples learn how to virtually divorce-proof their marriages, experience the superabundant love and
mercy of God and realize a foretaste of Paradise in their marriages and families.

Pastoral Council & Stewards for Evangelization

Pastoral Council
The Parish Pastoral Council exists for the purpose of establishing, fulfilling and nurturing a vision for
our parish as a Catholic Christian Community of faith, hope and love.
The Pastoral Council acts with prayerful discernment as the representative voice of all people in the
Parish by operating as a consultative and advisory body to the Pastor. In prayerful reflection and in
light of church teachings, the PPC will research, develop and recommend the implementation of San
Antonio’s Parish Pastoral Plan in setting goals for our Parish.

Stewards for Evangelization
Mission Statement: Re-acquainting and re-introducing the Catholic Faith to inspire Parishioners to
embrace their faith through Mass attendance and ministry involvement.
Purpose: To support the Parish Mission statement and San Antonio Faith Community by promoting
evangelization and implementation of the stewardship process, which includes facilitating leadership to
encourage awareness of the of stewardship “Way of Life” - “Gifts of Time, Talent and Treasure”, affirming that discipleship and evangelization are already taking place in the family, the parish, the work
place and within the faith community and surrounding neighborhoods.

Cantors

11:45 am Band, The Resurrection

Children’s Cherub Choir

Music & Worship

Adult Choir

Altar Servers

Lectors

Liturgy Committee

Altar Beautification

San Antonio Fiesta 1979

Our First Year of Sacraments
Baptism
Stephanie Nanette Gruver - October 9, 1977
Melanine Christine Mumford - November 2, 1977
Evan Dale Casada - October 6, 1977
Kellee Jean Snodgrass - November 20, 1977
Rober Richard Collins - November 21, 1977
Ryan Michael Pizinger - December 4, 1977
Scott Landon Carriere - December 4, 1977
David Lee Kizer - December 11, 1977
Jennifer Marie Meardy - December 11, 1977
Arnold Jorgensen - December 11, 1977
Jay E. Arthur Tomlinson - December 10, 1977

First Communion
Liane Collins - October 1977
Renee Paula Shea - April 30, 1978
Gary Williams - June 11, 1978
Bradley Patrick Burchit - September 3, 1978
Michael Burchit - September 17, 1978
Timm Browne - October 22, 1978

Marriage
Gay E. Tomlinson & Sharon Janes - December 10, 1977
Arnold Jorgensen & Mary Duda - December 11, 1977
Nicolas D’Antoni & Shaun Griffen - December 28, 1977
Ronald Bailey & Johnnie Handy - June 3, 1978
Daniel MacGregor & Loretta Barchard - July 14, 1978

Confirmation
Arnold Jorgensen - December 11, 1977
Jay E. Arthur Tomlinson - December 10, 1977

First Parishioner
Mary Lusin - Envelope No. 1

San Antonio Parish in the Beginning
When it was announced that a new parish was being formed in Anaheim Hills, Sheila and I
were members of St. Norbert Parish but lived in Anaheim Hills. The Diocese appointed Father Seamus Glynn the new pastor although he would reside at St. Norbert’s until the new
parish was started. I made an appointment to tell him I was being considered as a Deacon
Candidate and that my wife Sheila was a Catechist. I told him that we were both available
to help him in any way we could. He was very excited to meet Sheila, who was very active
in the Religious Education program at St. Norbert’s, because he needed someone to start
the religious education program at his new parish. I don’t know that he even remembered
I was a Deacon Aspirant. I left him Sheila’s phone number.
We got a call that some families were being invited to a meeting to discuss the founding of the new parish. Sheila &
I attended this meeting at the home of Marge & Bob McGuire. Fr. Seamus discussed many items such as purchasing a house for him to live and he mentioned Bishop Johnson wanted to call the new parish St. John Neumann. Ray
Dunne gave a presentation on the history of our Catholic faith in the canyon and the Yorba Family. The original
mission church was called San Antonio. After much discussion, we voted to call the parish San Antonio de Padua
del Cañon. Father Seamus said he would take this request to the Bishop and let us know the outcome. He said we
would either get a new name (San Antonio) or a new pastor. Well we got out request and the Bishop got his request by naming the next new parish being formed in Irvine St. John Neumann.
Father Seamus purchased a house on Leandro and many women helped to clean it for him to move in. Sheila was
one of those who volunteered to help clean the new parish house. I think they spent time discussing religious education also because before I knew it Sheila was appointed the new Director of Religious Ed. The program eventually
started with the first Religious Ed Office in our home. The first Parish Office was in Fr. Seamus’ garage.
We arranged to use El Rancho Jr. High School for mass on Sunday. Our first mass was on Saturday night, October
1, 1977 at 5:00 pm. They also gave us a storage room next to the stage to store our altar and all mass supplies.
Hephatha Lutheran had used this space until their new church was completed, (just weeks before we were planning our first mass). Fr. Seamus wanted to have Lectors and Eucharistic Ministers who had experience. There were
five of us in the parish who were Eucharistic Ministers at St. Norbert’s so we were the first EM’s. Fr. Seamus asked
me to schedule the EM’s each week, which is a job I held for 30 years. At the very first mass I helped set up and
served as an usher. The next day at the 8:30 am mass I was the EM and our son Troy was one of the first Altar
Servers. At 10:00 am I served as the Lector and 11:30 am I was again an Usher. I took the Eucharist to a chapel in
the Priest’s house upstairs. We then tore everything down and put it in the store room. I believe the Altar was built
by Mr. Sandy Sendjikoski with hinges which helped store it while taking up a minimum amount of space. The processional cross came from a parish in L.A. and Lee Busse made the stand used to hold it. Sheila made banners for
each season which hung on the wall on either side of the stage. We still use the altar, tabernacle, and processional
cross in the Parish Hall today at Christmas and Easter. The following Saturday we repeated this procedure. I
served at the first six out of seven first Masses! Fr. Seamus had only one vestment which was gold. He wore it all
masses in Ordinary Time and Advent until he was given a set of vestments by the parishioners for our first Christmas.
The very first Sunday at morning mass, we decided to have coffee and donuts. The only place we could find an outlet plug was in the back of the hall. We made coffee which was a problem because as mass started you could hear
it percolating in the back of the room –Blub, blub, blub! Then the smell of coffee filled the room. You could hear
stomachs growling throughout the liturgy. Coffee and donuts instantly became a tradition at San Antonio.
The original money counting room and vesting room was the Faculty Lounge at El Rancho. We called this place “St.
Coyote” which was the school’s mascot. It served us well until our church was competed in 1981. I was Ordained a
Deacon on Saturday, May 12, 1979 at Holy Family Cathedral by Bishop William Johnson. I served at my first mass
and gave the homily the next day, Sunday, May 13 at the 11:30 am Mass at El Rancho. My serving as a deacon in
those days was at this school. My first mass as a deacon in a “real” church was my Dad’s funeral at St. John Fisher

Catholic Church in Palos Verdes in February, 1980. Fr. Seamus came to concelebrat at his mass and many parishioners also came to my surprise.
I took Communion to the sick in the early days. My favorite memory was the first woman I visited each Sunday
whose name was Mary Lusin. She was the mother of Carol Ogrodski. When I finished the prayers, readings, a few
reflections, and gave her Communion, she would gave me a hug and then handed me her weekly parish collection
envelope. When she handed it to me each week she would carefully point out to me that her envelope number was
Number 1. She was very proud that she was considered the first parishioner. I loved visiting her and hearing stories of Anaheim in the early days and the beginning development that became Anaheim Hills. These visits continued until her death.
Memories from Deacon Doug

FIRST MASS
El Rancho Jr. High - October 1 & 2, 1977

The Congregation First Morning October 2,1977

Altar Servers

FIRST MASS
In the new Church
February 8, 1981 at 11:45 am

The First Wedding
in the Church
April 4, 1981
John Kevin Comini &
Dinalynn Marie Ruiz

The First Baptism
in the Church
February 22, 1981

Our First….

Todd Joseph Arnoldt
Timothy Ryan Bird
Briana Erin Mordick
Jason Paul-Stuart Popejoy
Renee Christine Snyder
Sarah Marie Turner
Derek Jordache Walters
Sarah Nicole Winner
Kathleen Heather Yankauskas

The First Communion
in the Church
May 31, 1981
Mark Alevizon, Lisa Almilli, Timari
Blanke, Travis Blanke, Thomas
Bottiaux, Lana Bowman, Teresa
Burke, Diana Castellon, Tony
Curotto, Melinda Davis, Gina
DeRose, Daren Facer, Jeffrey Fellows,
Eric Freyermuth, Shane Garcia, Brian
Guerena, Anthony Guerrero, Renee
Heric, Jennifer Higgins, Jennifer
Howser, Andrea Jensen, John Logue,
Marci Long, Jimmy Maarup, Kerry
Martinez, Steve Melendez, Kevin
Murphy, Christa Olsen, Stephen
Owens, Stephanie Ramirez, Tara
Reed, Nicole Renfrow, Nicole Schott,
Andreas Schoderer, Claudia
Schoderer, Robert Shaia, Charles
Waggoner, Chris Snitko, Daniel Thomas, Audrey Vaught, Jeffrey Vaught, Jeremie Vaught, Paul Velez, Brent Walters, Tiffany Weir,
Gregory Weiss, Kimberly Wickman, Karen Williams.

Dedication of the Bells September 19, 1982

