CHAPTER #1 AND THE PRINCESS PROGRAM
The Cherry Blossom Princess Education and Cultural Exchange Program is a weeklong opportunity for young women from across the U.S. and around the world to
come together and network. Since 1948, state and territorial societies, as well as
the international embassy community, have selected accomplished young women
between the ages of 19 and 24 for their academic achievement, exceptional poise
and appearance, excellent
interpersonal communication
skills, leadership, interest in
social, civic, community and
world affairs with a strong
desire to serve others through
community service, maturity
and responsibility.
The United States Cherry
Blossom Queen is chosen by a
random spin of a wheel of fortune by the Japan Ambassador in Washington, D.C
at the Official Cherry Blossom Grand Ball. The following morning, the newly
crowned U.S. Cherry Blossom Queen and her Japan counterpart, along with the
State, Territory, and International Princesses are invited to participate in the
National Cherry Blossom Parade® and the Sakura Matsuri Japanese Street
Festival.

Last year, Chapter No.1 reached out to the Princess Program to determine if they
would consider Ikebana as part of
their cultural program. We started
around November and only got a
response at the end of January.
(This is with continued emails and
phone calls by us.)
In February, we were notified that
the National Cherry Blossom

Princess Program would be interested in using us. There were a lot of logistical
issues and dates/times to consider; however, with continued follow up we were
chosen to provide demonstrations to 50+ attendees at the National Arboretum.
We provided a detailed schedule for our piece of the program, which allowed
them to see our capabilities and we included The National Arboretum as a team
member. Ikebana teachers from the Ikenobo and Sogetsu schools presented
demonstrations. The Chapter prepared contact information on all I.I. Chapters
throughout the U.S. to enable the returning Pricesses to seek local Ikebana
teachers and artist. Also, information on the organization; several Japanese
snacks were included as well. During the visit, the Princesses were taken on a
tour through “set up” of our Annual Exhibition to see and ask questions of those
exhibiting. As an added bonus they were able to see the Bonsai exhibition at the
Arboretum. We knew we had succeeded when the next day many of the visitors
told us they were family members of the Princesses and had been told to visit our
amazing program.
We contacted the program this year as well and we were planning another
demonstration and tour; however, as many of you know all programs for the
National Cherry Blossom Festival in Washington, D.C. have been cancelled. It is
our hope to continue to provide this event to the Princesses for many years to
come.
The process is time consuming and requires continued contact so don’t give up.
All good things take time. Long term we expect that this will garner new
members to the Washington D.C. Chapter No. 1 as well as other chapters
throughout the U.S. This program has the benefits of reaching younger people
and their families, both who are
potential members of Ikebana
International chapters in the U.S.
and beyond.

