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1. Background:   Many Ikebana chapters have found it necessary to purchase 
insurance to protect the Chapter from potential liability claims and satisfy 
insurance requirements that Chapters must provide when renting or leasing 
facility space. A Chapter may also need insurance for owned Chapter Property 
(Ginza inventory, exhibit furniture and fixtures, etc.) which covers losses from fire, 
water damage, flood, theft, etc. 
 
When a Chapter rents a facility for a meeting, event or exhibit, the facility may 
require evidence of Chapter liability insurance in the form of a Certificate of 
Insurance (COI) issued by the Chapter’s insurance broker to the facility.  
 
In addition, individual members may be reluctant to serve on a Chapter Board 
unless the Chapter maintains Directors and Officers insurance that protects 
Board members from legal actions that might be instituted against them in their 
capacity as a Chapter Board member or officer. 
 
Other insurance items to consider are crime insurance and medical expense 
insurance, which are briefly described below. 
 
2. Types of Insurance to consider:   
A. General Liability (GL) Insurance - A GL policy protects the Chapter from 
personal injury and property damage to third parties that are a result of Chapter 
activity that causes injury or damage. GL policies also provide defense coverage 
where the insurance company provides and pays for defense of a claim filed by a 
third party.  Chapters should consider carrying this coverage. 
 
B. Directors & Officers (D&O) Insurance - A D&O policy protects individual 
Chapter officers and directors from claims that may be filed by others alleging 
malfeasance, errors, omissions and other activities that potentially harm the 
Chapter as a whole or others. Claims are rarely filed against non-profit 
organizations like NCAR Chapters, but some members may want the protection 
anyway if they are to serve as officers or directors. Large to medium size 
chapters should consider this type of coverage.  
 
Many people carry personal umbrella insurance that supplements auto and 
homeowners insurance. Most umbrella policies provide additional coverage for 
the activties of an insured person (which includes spouses) as an officer or 
director of an organization NOT formed for profit. If you have an umbrella policy, 
review the coverage to confirm that you are covered for non profit activity.  
 
C. Property Insurance - Property Insurance protects the Chapter from damage 
to owned property arising from losses due to fire, lightning, water damage, theft, 
etc. Owned property may include Ginza inventory as well as furniture and fixtures 
used for meetings, events and exhibits. Property policies usually have a 



deductible to control premium cost. Chapters that have owned property stored 
outside of chapter member homes (e.g. Separate storage facility) should 
consider purchasing property insurance unless the Chapter owned property is so 
low in total value that the Chapter can replace it without insurance proceeds and 
not significantly jeopardize Chapter finances. 
 
D. Crime Insurance - Crime Insurance protects the Chapter from financial loss 
caused by dishonest acts committed either by members who have finance 
responsibilities or organizations retained by the Chapter to manage finances.  
Like D&O insurance, crime claims rarely occur because Chapters usually don’t 
have substantial funds being held.  If a Chapter retains an organization to 
manage Chapter finances, it can request that the organization furnish a Crime 
Insurance COI to the Chapter. 
 
E. Medical Expense Insurance - Medical expense insurance is a supplement to 
GL insurance, not a replacement. It pays for out of pocket medical expenses that 
may be incurred without the necessity of instituting legal action under general 
liability. If Chapter activities create a risk of medical expenses incurred by others 
including Chapter members, medical expense insurance can be considered. 
 
3. How does a chapter obtain insurance?  Insurance brokers and agents 
arrange coverage for Chapters by negotiating with and selecting insurance 
companies who provide the actual insurance coverage.  A Chapter can contact a 
local insurance broker or agent who may be able to provide insurance proposals 
for any or all of the coverages noted above.  Using local sources may be difficult 
since coverage for non-profit organizations is considered a specialty coverage in 
the insurance industry which means that coverage sources are more limited than 
widely available coverages like automobile and homeowners insurance.  
 
There is a specialty insurance broker who offers the array of insurance policies 
noted above, and the policies are designed specifically for non-profit 
organizations including NCAR Chapters. The firm is RV Nuccio & Associates, Inc. 
Their office location is in the Los Angeles area, and they operate in all 50 states, 
General Liability and D&O insurance is available in the U.S. and Canada, 
through Nuccio but not Central America.  Property Insurance is only 
available in the US.  Nuccio is considered a leader in insurance for non-profit 
organizations, and arranges insurance only with highly rated insurance 
companies. They also issue COIs as needed for a Chapter event.  
 
Nuccio’s contact information is (818) 980-1413 ext 207 or (800) 364-2433. Email 
is RVNuccio.com. You can browse their website which will describe the 
coverages noted above along with insurance amount options for each. If you 
contact them, ask for Ami Kim who specializes in this type of insurance. Or email 
Ami at amik@rvnuccio.com.  Ami will work with your chapter in estimating the 
level of coverage you may require and will handle all the business of actually 
signing up for your chapter’s coverage. 
 
4. How much insurance should a chapter purchase?  The amount of 
insurance that a Chapter should purchase is different for each Chapter 
depending on the coverages that are needed and the amounts of insurance for 



each coverage. Some policies contain minimum limits and costs. The program 
offered by RV Nuccio, limits and costs are displayed on their website when you 
open the insurance for non-profit organizations page on the website.  
Based on the estimates in the chart below, a chapter should expect to pay a 
minimum of $435 in a yearly annual premium for General Liability, D&O and 
Property Insurance. Higher coverages for D&O and Property cost extra. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It should be mentioned that it is possible to purchase coverages for a single 
event such as a major demonstration or exhibit.   
 
5. Can a chapter purchase insurance via telephone or email?  Yes, this can 
be done. The RV Nuccio program operates exclusively on this basis, which, with 
its nationwide buying power, has a tendency to keep premium costs lower than 
locally arranged coverage. 
 
6. If a Chapter is not ready to contact an insurance broker or RV Nuccio, 
who can it contact?  If you have questions, you may contact Scotty Wood, 
email:  lew1761@gmail.com or (239) 222-1220. Scotty is the spouse of 
Stephanie English who serves on the NCAR Regional Advocates Committee, and 
he spent 36 years in the insurance business. 
 
7. Disclaimer - NCAR is providing this general insurance information to Chapters 
as a courtesy, and it is not intended to be insurance advice or a guarantee that a 
Chapter can obtain the best insurance available. Individual Chapters must 
arrange their own coverages either through a local insurance source or a 
specialty source such as RV Nuccio & Associates, Inc.  NCAR and Scotty Wood 
disclaim any liability alleged to arise from this courtesy notice.  
 


