
2020! Our first new year after Japanese imperial era was changed into Reiwa. 
The name Reiwa is derived from the oldest Japanese anthology of poems, 
Manyo-shu, and the first to be chosen from Japanese literature. And the 
Olympic Games will be held in Tokyo this summer in 2020.

About six months have passed since I took office as president. Thanks to 
I.I. Headquarters’ board members and other I.I. members, I am glad to say 
that I have managed to perform my duties successfully during this period. 
I’m deeply indebted to all the people who have supported me.

Last October, I attended the 18th North and Central American Regional 
Conference (NCARC) held in Dallas, Texas in the US. On behalf of Ikebana International, I 
would like to express my sincere congratulations for the great success of the 18th NCARC hosted 
by Dallas Chapter and Fort Worth Chapter. I would like to take this opportunity to say thank 
you to Ms. Patricia O’Reilly and Ms. Sandra Prachyl and the conference committee members 
who worked so hard.

At the business meeting, two resolutions were submitted, and one of them were about an amend-
ment of Chapter Constitution and Bylaws Format. After the Regional Conference, International 
Board of Directors discussed the resolution passed and made an amendment to the Format. I 
would like you to check the detail in our Website ‘Members Only’ section.

On 27th January 2020, Ikebana International Headquarters held the New Year Luncheon and we 
welcomed 448 attendees from domestic chapters and also from six overseas chapters including 
New York, Philadelphia, Singapore, Hyderabad, Mumbai, and Shanghai. HIH Princess Takamado 
honored us with her presence, and Headmaster Hiroki Ohara of Ohara School demonstrated 
ikebana artworks at the New Year luncheon, and participants really enjoyed the demonstration. 
The following day, on 28th January, we held an origami workshop followed by Japanese tea 
ceremony and we enjoyed an authentic Japanese lunch box (bento) together.

Let me introduce some activities of Ikebana International awaiting us.

It has been decided that the 12th World Convention will be held in spring of 2022 in Tokyo. 
Details are announced in this Sakura News. Besides the world convention, we have regional 
conferences, where members of particular regions get together. This year, the 15th Asian Regional 
Conference will be held in November in Hyderabad, India. And it has been announced that the 
19th NCARC will be held in Philadelphia in spring 2023. I would like you to mark the dates 
and prepare for the conferences financially!

Let me conclude my words by wishing good health and happiness to all of you and further 
development of your chapter toward the future. 

In Friendship through Flowers,
Miho Okawara 
International President
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The 15th Asian Regional Conference 
Nobuko Sakata, International First Vice-President

On behalf of Mrs. Ho-Kiku A. Vineetha Kumar, president of Hyderabad Chapter, I would like to 
encourage all of you to participate in the 15th Asian Regional Conference in Hyderabad, India.

ARC is scheduled from 9 to 12 November 2020 and the registration has already started. The 
theme of the Conference is “Prakrithi laya,” Rhythm of Nature.

Mr. Keiho Hihara, iemoto of Misho-ryu will give a demonstration. In addition, the program 
includes a 3-day ikebana exhibition, demonstrations by members, workshop, welcome and 
sayonara banquets and more. Please rush! The deadline of the late registration is April 30, 
2020. For further information and the registration form, please visit our homepage or contact 
ii15arc2020@gmail.com

50th Anniversary Subsidy Application 
Midori Murayama, International Second Vice-President

Congratulations to chapters which will celebrate the 50th Anniversary. On behalf of HQ, I thank 
the members who have cooperated with the operation of the chapter for many years. 

Let me remind you about the application procedure for subsidy monetary gift and ask you to 
follow this procedure.

First of all, the application should be sent after finishing all events.

Please send an application letter from a chapter president to International 2nd VP at HQ with 
evidences by attached email, for example, copies of newspaper, announcements, flier of this 
event, photographs of the venue and programs, etc., that the event was open to the public. After 
receiving all documents, I will get the approval of the Board of Directors. Then, I will ask you for 
your bank account. If you have any questions, please feel free to ask the Second Vice-President 
at i.i.secondvp@ikebanahq.org.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Membership 
Shizuko Okubo, International Third Vice-President

As of January 31, 2020, Headquarters received 6,901 member registrations, which was fewer than 
this time of last year. There are members who have not renewed their membership, so we ask that 
chapters encourage any members who have forgotten to renew their membership. Registration 
of the 12th World Convention is a good opportunity to recruit new members and to encourage  
membership renewal. We appreciate your continued support and appreciate all your hard work.

Address change: Many I.I. Magazines and Sakura News are being returned due to incorrect 
addresses. Please notify us of any change of address information at member@ikebanahq.org. 

Shipping info: we have had inquiries about the shipping of I.I. Magazine. All magazines are 
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mailed to members by Sea Mail. Unfortunately, once they are shipped, Headquarters has no way 
of tracking the mail. Please be aware that Sea Mail takes anywhere from 2-3 months. 

Thank you for your efforts for the membership drive. Your kind cooperation and continued 
support are greatly appreciated.

Ikebana Grand Prix 
Chiaki Sugimura, Public Relations Director
Yoko Ueda, Publication Director

The 93rd Ikebana Grand-Prix organized 
by Teikoku Kadoin was held at Kitasenjyu 
Theatre 1010, from November 24 to 27, 2019.

International President Miho Okawara attend-
ed the ribbon cutting ceremony on November 
24. The participants of Ikebana Grand-Prix 
include various people from all experiences, 
ages and nationalities and the 93-year history 
signifies the dignity and the tradition of this association. The competition entitles to the section 
of students and the general public. The student section is divided into elementary school students 
of lower grades and higher grades, junior high school and high school.  The section of general 
public consists of 4 categories: classical ikebana, free style, compositions using the same materials 
and the free space which includes group work. On January 11, 2020, the Award Ceremony of 
Ikebana Grand-Prix was held at Royal Park Hotel, Tokyo. International President Miho Okawara 
awarded the Ikebana International certificates and trophies to 4 winners. We were moved by the 
continuous passion of many of the participants for the Grand-Prix over the years and happy to 
see the children interested in ikebana. We encourage many people to take the opportunity to visit 
this wonderful event with family and friends and hope our concern will eventually lead to further 
promotion of ikebana as a precious Japanese culture.

New Year Luncheon 
Shizuko Okubo, International Third Vice-President

On January 27, 2020, Ikebana International’s annual New Year Luncheon 2020 was held at the 
Palace Hotel in Tokyo. Her Imperial Highness Princess Takamado, Ikebana International Honorary 
President, honored us with her presence at our New Year Luncheon. We joined in celebrating the 
New Year 2020 and enjoyed a special ikebana demonstration by Mr. Hiroki Ohara, headmaster 
of Ohara School. Approximately 448 people along with our Honorary President HIH Princess 
Takamado and distinguished guests including spouses of ambassadors of 14 countries and regions, 
iemotos and members from 6 overseas and 12 domestic chapters joined in the celebration.  

It was organized by Headquarters in cooperation with Tokyo Founding Chapter. Ikebana exhibi-
tions from eleven domestic chapters and Headquarters created a splendid New Year atmosphere. 
We enjoyed photos of activities of participating chapters shown on two big screens beside the 
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stage. Also photographs of all office staff were introduced and photos of the ikebana exhibitions 
on the day were broadcast after the photos of the participating chapters.

On the next day, we also held an Origami Workshop led by Mr. Kobayashi, who is a director of Origami 
Kaikan and Tea Ceremony.  The spouses of ambassadors of four countries and members and guests from 
overseas and domestic chapters participated.  A total of 48 people joined us.  This was a good opportunity 
to catch up with our ikebana mates and share our motto Friendship through Flowers. Headquarters 
appreciated the participation and kind support from so many chapters and members.

The 12th World Convention 
Wienczyslawa Sato, Convention Director

I am pleased to inform you that the Ikebana International 12th World Convention will be held 
May 1-4, 2022, at the Hotel New Otani. The New Otani is one of Tokyo’s finest hotels with a 
tradition of accomplished service.

Nestled in the heart of Tokyo, the hotel is convenient to many forms of transportation yet is quiet 
and restful, offering a center of repose in the metropolis. May has Japan’s best weather; days are 
dry and warm with generous sunshine, trees are in blossom, and many flowers in the hotel’s 
ample garden are doing an excellent job at being beautiful. We hope that all readers of this plus 
many many more will join this event.

The theme of the Ikebana International 12th World Convention is 

Honor the Past
Exhilarate the Future

Ikebana is very much a NOW activity, yet our thoughts and outlook naturally engage with what 
has gone before, and we may also find meaning in creative impulses that reach into the future. 

Ikebana itself may serve as a bridge to the future, a bridge between mankind and nature, a source 
of understanding and power. It is an often-repeated truth that ikebana is an affirmation of life; for 
the serious, committed ikebanist, negative emotions simply have no place. The flowers themselves 
are a focus, a source of calm, inner energy, and insight.

Like all art, ikebana is a powerful medium of communication, through which we may influence 
the world around us, starting with ourselves. The positive energy intrinsic to this art form touches 
minds and hearts, and, perhaps, touches events. It is a medium of peace and understanding. 
Ikebana brings us closer to the beauty of our planet and our planet’s beauty closer to us.

The theme color of this 12th convention is yellow, signifying the sun, which stimulates all life 
on our planet.

The green Ginkgo biloba tree leaf, the official logo of Tokyo, was chosen as a logo. Today’s Ginkgo 
biloba tree is the only remaining member of this ancient species, with some living trees claimed 
to be more than 2,500 years old. The ginkgo’s longevity and its medical virtues manifest the wish 
that I.I. will prosper for many years in health and embrace wishes for a long and healthy life for 
everyone.

The convention organizing committee members have started planning the detailed program, 
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which is hoped will please every participant. The following chairpersons are in charge:

There will be more detailed information in the next issue of the Sakura News. Please also check 
our homepage or contact ikebanaconvention@ikebanahq.org

Fund Raising 
Noriyo Nagasaki, Protocol Director

HIH Princess Takamado, Honorary President, honored us with her presence at Ikebana 
International Fair 2019 hosted by Tokyo Founding Chapter on December 17, 2019 at the 
Royal Park Hotel. International Board members sold goods donated by Past International 
Presidents and Board of Directors at the booth. The proceeds of JPY 94,000 from the sale 
were donated to HQ.

Donations 
Reiko Inumaru, Treasurer

We gratefully acknowledge the following donation:

USD1,764.78 from North America Ohara Ikebana Friends in memory of Mr. Mutsuo Tomita, 
Retired Director of the Ohara Center of New York.

On behalf of Ikebana International Headquarters, I would like to express our sincere 
appreciation for your continued support.

Important Banking Information 
1. PayPal Private Limited

Unfortunately, because of Japanese legal and regulatory constraints,

PayPal Private Limited is unable to process donation payments for non-registered charities and 
nonprofit organizations (NPOs), political party/organizations, religious institutions, personal/
organizational fundraisers, etc. in countries under its jurisdiction. Accordingly, we ask that all 
donations sent to Japan be made by bank transfer.

2. Japan Post Office

As of March 2020, Japan Post office terminates the international money transfer services.

We apologize for the inconvenience this might cause, and thank you for your understanding.

Honorary Adviser: Etsuko Hattori
Convention Coordinator: Makiko Yamaki
Convention Co-coordinator: Rumiko Matsumura
Program Chairperson: Nobuko Usui
Finance Chairperson: Nobuko Matsubara
Business Chairperson: Rumiko Matsumura

General Affairs Chairperson: Chisato Obikane 
Registration Chairperson: Yoko Hanada
Hospitality Chairperson: Minako Matsuoka  
Protocol Chairperson: Tomiko Uesato
Recording Secretary: Chiaki Sugimura
Secretariat: Kaeko Kasuga
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Payment Options 
All payments should be made to Ikebana International in Japanese yen plus a bank charge of 
JPY 4000 or a handling fee.

1.   Money Transfer: Mizuho Bank LTD
Bank Charge: JPY 4000 
Bank: MIZUHO BANK LTD Kudan Branch
2-4 Kanda Jimbo-cho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 101-0051, JAPAN-Branch Number: 532
Account Number: 0719019-Swift Code: MHCBJPJT

2.  For Membership Fee and Online Shopping, payments through PayPal are available as before.
Credit card: Through PayPal on I.I. Website
PayPal handling fee: 5%
Credit Card: Visa, MasterCard, American Express, etc.
PayPal Account Transfer: account@ikebanahq.org

Contact Information
• Send Chapter Activities Report to  ca@ikebanahq.org

•  Questions about Chapter Activities Report, email to Corresponding Secretary Kumiko Kameoka, 
i.i.corresponding@ikebanahq.org 

• General Inquiries  ikebana@ikebanahq.org 

• Membership  member@ikebanahq.org 

• Account  acount@ikebanahq.org 

• Publication  pub@ikebanahq.org

Misaki Bldg. 5F, 3-28-9 Kanda Ogawamachi Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 101-0052 JAPAN  
+81-3-3293-8188, fax +81-3-3294-2272

IKEBANA INTERNATIONAL Headquarters

October  2019 - January 2020

In Memoriam
✿ Our thoughts and prayers are with their families and friends. 

Portland  #47 Ms. Lois Keefe
Osaka  #234 Ms. Keiho Nakayama
Kyoto  #175 Mrs. Kei Tsujii
Kamakura  #51 Ms. Toshika Kurimura
Monterey Bay  #231 Ms. Beverly Corbett
Kobe  #181 Ms. Tomiyo Awazu

Visit I.I. Website   http://www.ikebanahq.org
log in to members’ page   Password : 1956sakura
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