Sunday, March 22, 2020
Fourth Sunday in Lent
Intro (Music)
Thanksgiving for Baptism
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
the fountain of living water,
the rock who gave us birth,
our light and our salvation.
Amen.
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness. Let
us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
We give you thanks, O God,
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,
calling forth life in which you took delight.
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.
To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

Scripture Reading
Prayer of the Day
Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious life and death
for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Message
Contemplative Time (Music)
Prayers of intercession
Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, the world,
and all who are in need.
A brief silence.
Living and present God, open the eyes and ears of your church so that we might see and
hear you. Shine brightly and speak clearly so that we might join you at work in the world.
Be our guide, our comforter, our hope during as we navigate through the uncharted
territory in which we find ourselves. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God, our peace and our strength, we pray for our nation and the world as we face new uncertainties
around coronavirus. Protect the most vulnerable among us, especially all who are currently sick or in
isolation. Grant wisdom, patience, and clarity to health care workers, especially as their work caring for
others puts them at great risk. Guide us as we consider how best to prepare and respond in our families,
congregations, workplaces, and communities. Give us courage to face these days not with fear but with
open hearts to join you at work in the world. Hear us O God.
Your mercy is great.

Gracious God, it is good for us to gather as your beloved in community. We treasure your presence with
us in word and meal, song and prayer. Be with us in these days when gathering together as often as we
would like is not possible. When we must be apart for reasons of safety, we trust that you surround us
with your sheltering wings. Encourage us in connecting as we are able, reaching out to our neighbors in
need and being persistent in prayer. Hear us O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of insight, bring peace to all people and nations. Call, encourage, and send leaders who
seek goodness, righteousness, and truth for all. Frustrate the efforts of those who would
seek to cause confusion, clouded vision, and chaos. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Present God, you care for our needs even before we ask. Come quickly to all who seek
prayer this day (Prayer List). Accomplish healing through the work of doctors, nurses,
physical therapists, nutritionists, and all who tend to human bodies. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we commend
them to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction
Now is the acceptable time.
Now is the day of salvation.
Holy God,
speaking, spoken, and inspiring,
☩ bless you, unbind you,
and send you in love and in peace.
Amen.

Sending
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

Outro (Music)

