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When our team was planning for 2020, we could have never predicted how
the year would unfold. An international pandemic, an economic crisis,
and a record fire year were not in anyone’s wildest imagination.
We have learned a lot about each other and ourselves over these past many
months. One big takeaway has been that in Colorado, we seek out the
soothing balm of nature and the outdoors in times of crisis.
For an organization and a mission like that of Colorado Open Lands, this
reaction has been both a blessing and a challenge. While this passion to get outside and enjoy
Colorado’s wide-open spaces certainly deepens the appreciation for what we do, it also puts
unprecedented pressure on our existing open spaces, wildlife habitat, rivers, and streams. The
demand for open space and places to recreate has never been higher.
One bright spot in 2020 is that, while the pressure on our open lands has been intense, the demand
for land conservation has never been stronger. In fact, at this moment, we have a working list of
more than 100 conservation projects that will result in the conservation of nearly a quarter of a
million new acres of open space in Colorado (see pages 8-9). That’s about the size of another Rocky
Mountain National Park – and more acres than are contained in the entire Colorado State Park
system combined.
As we move toward the end of 2020, there continue to be many unknowns about the future. But
one thing that remains certain is that Coloradans need protected open spaces. With your help, we
can continue this record pace of conservation in Colorado, and we can pull through stronger as a
mission, an organization, and a community.
Thank you,
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“Adams County has made a significant investment in parks, open space, and public lands.
Placing a conservation easement on these properties helps us be sure that these places will be
protected well into the future.”

- Aaron Clark, Natural Resource Specialist, Adams County

Colorado Open Lands is proud to partner with local governments all across Colorado to provide that extra
layer of protection on publicly owned lands. In the last two years alone, we’ve worked with local entities to
conserve almost 4,000 acres of fully accessible parks and trails in places including Frisco and the San Luis
Valley. Altogether, we’ve conserved nearly 11,000 acres of publicly accessible land, and an additional 46,000
acres of land with some limited public access such as for hunting or fishing. Here are some of our favorite
spots with public access:

BATENBURG
MEADOWS
SAN LUIS VALLEY

UPPER FRENCH
GULCH

HERON POND
DENVER

CATTAIL CHORUS
FORT COLLINS

SUMMIT COUNTY

HEIL VALLEY
RANCH
BOULDER

See ColoradoOpenLands.org/PublicAccess for more
information on all our public access easements!
fal l 2 0 2 0 new sl etter
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more important than ever:
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You have probably experienced for yourself the intense demand for outdoor recreation over the past few
months - the overcrowded parking lots at your favorite trailhead, trying to get a campsite on a summer
weekend, and the intense traffic as folks look for ways to get out and enjoy the mountains and the plains.
These can be challenging times to find a quiet spot to recharge! Coloradans are demonstrating that in
difficult times, we want and need the wide-open spaces that are so important to our way of life. For Colorado Open Lands, that makes our work even more urgent.
Over the past several years we have been working throughout the state to generate conservation opportunities that will protect critical wildlife habitat, make sure working farms and ranches remain undeveloped,
and protect the scenic views and open rivers that make Colorado special. As a result, we have a pipeline
of conservation projects throughout the state that totals nearly 250,000 acres of open space.
On the following pages, we have mapped the many conservation opportunities before us - from conserving important elk migration routes in South Park and Northwest Colorado, to protecting small historic
farms in the San Luis Valley, to expanding public recreation opportunities along the Front Range. We
welcome your thoughts on our pipeline and projects at Info@ColoradoOpenLands.org.

Joining Forces to Advance Conservation
in the Clear Creek Watershed
After nearly 35 years of working to protect the land and water of the Clear Creek watershed between
Loveland Pass and Golden, Clear Creek Land Conservancy (CCLC) is joining forces with Colorado Open
Lands through a formal merger to expand our joint conservation work in this region. The merger will be
official on October 30, 2020.

“Clear Creek Canyon is the most impressive and least developed canyon along the Front
Range, but 40 years ago it was threatened by residential and industrial development. Local
activists organized CCLC to help lead what has been a very successful effort to preserve the
canyon. The COL merger insures the gains so far and opens new opportunities for further
preservation. I expect great things!” said Greg Holden, President of the Board of Clear
Creek Land Conservancy.
Every year, tens of thousands of people enjoy Clear Creek Land Conservancy’s accomplishments when they
hike the Beaver Brook Trail near Genesee and Golden, several miles of which traverse land owned and conserved by CCLC.
The CCLC Board of Directors will become a local advisory committee within the larger Colorado Open
Lands organization and will continue to advance the mission of locally-focused land management and
preservation in the Clear Creek watershed, while taking advantage of the expanded capacity that a statewide
organization such as Colorado Open Lands can provide. CCLC’s Executive Director, Claire Riegelman, will
4
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work with COL to ensure a smooth transition for the CCLC landowners and community and continue to
advance new conservation projects in the area.

Paul Phillips, Chairman of the COL Board of Directors, said, “Colorado Open Lands is truly delighted to be joining forces with Clear Creek Land Conservancy! This merger unites two
vibrant, well-run, well-respected conservation organizations which will benefit the public and
promote their important shared vision of preserving the most iconic remaining open lands in
our beloved Colorado. The high quality of CCLC’s conservation easements, the superb opportunities they provide for public access and recreation to Front Range communities, and the
dedicated supporters and staff of CCLC will make COL stronger and better able to fulfill its
statewide mission of critical land conservation.”
Clear Creek Land Conservancy was founded in 1986 with the completion of its first conservation easement. Local resident Carla Swan Coleman gifted CCLC the 240-acre Coleman conservation easement,
protecting over a mile of the Beaver Brook Trail near the Lookout Mountain Nature Center. This gift
marked an important turning point for the watershed. At the time, most of the area was under private
ownership and offered very attractive sites for development.
A group of local citizens who prized the area formed the land conservancy to combat that development
threat. In partnership with local government groups like Denver Mountain Parks and Jefferson County
Open Space, and with the support of private donors, they have protected a significant portion of these
cherished landscapes. At the time of merger with COL, CCLC owns 650 acres outright, and has conservation easements on a total of 2,000 acres, an enormous accomplishment in local land conservation.

“Permanently preserved natural areas are an extraordinary treasure for all ages, races, genders, religions, incomes, and physical abilities. Our goal in starting CCLC was and remains
preservation of Clear Creek Canyon – the ‘Royal Gorge on Denver’s doorstep’ – for all and
6
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for all time. After a third of a century, joining with COL allows CCLC to protect this vision,
while ensuring future financial sustainability and preservation of these magnificent lands in
perpetuity,” said Rock Pring, President Emeritus and one of the founders of Clear Creek
Land Conservancy.
Moving forward, COL is excited to assist and advance the excellent partnerships and progress that CCLC
has established. The Clear Creek watershed is a critically important landscape for recreation, offering
myriad opportunities right in Denver’s backyard. COL is honored to take on the duty of caring for the
wildlife, water, and open space that the CCLC team has so carefully conserved.
Colorado Open Lands embraces the mission statement of Clear Creek Land Conservancy, which states
in part, “We envision Clear
Creek Canyon as a place where
people and nature exist together
for the benefit of both—where
hikers, bicyclists, anglers, hunters, climbers, and nature lovers
can appreciate the natural and
historical significance of the
canyon while the area’s plants,
wildlife, water quality, and scenery are protected to ensure that
this beautiful canyon remains in
its near-to-natural state forever.”
Colorado Open Lands will work
to advance that mission long into
the future and is grateful for the
opportunity to serve the community in this capacity.
fal l 2 0 2 0 new s l etter
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ou r pipelin e of projects
i s l on ger tha n ever.

u p p e r c ol or a d o r iv e r

w e have an o ppo r tun i ty to c o n serve
m o r e l an d than al l of Col orado’s
S Tate Parks combi ne d.

Opportunity: 2,828 acres
5 projects

headwaters of one of our
most important rivers

N or thw es t Co l o rad o

N o r t h e r n f r o n t r a n ge

Opportunity: 78,167 acres
14 projects
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Grain for Cranes - Field Journal

blue areas denote wetlands

2017

1987

For the past two years, Colorado Open Lands has
hosted a Conservation Fellow to lead a program we
called Grain for Cranes. Our Fellow, Max Ciaglo,
oriented the program around three key questions to
support and advance habitat for Sandhill Cranes in
Colorado’s San Luis Valley:

Data supplied by Patrick Donnelly, Intermountain West Joint Venture

1. How do Sandhill Cranes use the San Luis
Valley and what resources do they need?
- What are the most important areas?
- Is there enough grain to feed them?
2. How do landowners perceive cranes and how
can we partner with them?
- What are their motivations?
- Where do needs of farmers and cranes align?
3. How else can our program support the local
community?

Only the most
resilient
wetlands remain

Extended drought and a declining aquifer have caused wetlands to shrink
and become dispersed across the landscape. Cranes try to minimize energy by flying from wetlands to feeding grounds, but their journey becomes
more taxing as wetlands are becoming smaller and less concentrated.

Tilling practices also affect flock size
Cranes are highly dependent on local farmers
leaving barley on the ground. Barley producers
who till their field less leave more barley behind,
and these fields support larger flocks of cranes
than those that are tilled intensively. We found
that these tillage practices had a greater effect
on flock size than other factors (like distance to
roost) found in other studies.

Migration Patterns

The Sandhill Cranes winter in a few concentrated areas in
the southwest United States and northern Mexico. Their
summers are more dispersed, with sites in northern Colorado and the Greater Yellowstone ecosystem. However, in
their biannual journeys, they tend to bottleneck in great
concentrations specifically in the San Luis Valley.

Not Sprouting Grain
Distance to Roost

Effect
on
flock
size

No Tillage
Minimal Tillage
Intense Tillage
-5

-4

-3

-2

-1

0

1

2

To preserve the Sandhill Crane migration through the San Luis Valley we must
protect its water and its agricultural heritage.

While there, they are highly dependent on
two things: water and barley. Both are
threatened.

successful agriculture in the San Luis Valley = a successful crane migration.
The Monte Vista Crane Festival attracts tourists to the San Luis Valley every year to watch the natural wonder of the crane migration. In
total, we estimated that these tourists directly spent over $3.3 million
during their visit in 2019. Over a thirty-day span, while cranes were
migrating through the San Luis Valley, we counted over 16,500 people
visiting the area.

Data supplied by Dan Collins, US Fish and Wildlife
Service

We plan to bring this message to local businesses to
encourage them to more directly support Sandhill Crane
and water conservation.

Conservation Projects Newly Completed!

The Gothic Townsite remains largely unchanged since its
founding over 90 years ago. Photo credit: the Mason Family

Entire Colorado Town Dedicated to Scientific Research Now Protected Under Easement
In July, COL conserved the Rocky Mountain Biological Laboratory’s (RMBL) 270-acre research site. RMBL is one
of the largest, oldest, and most productive sites for field research on earth. It will now remain so as a protected
living laboratory, centered in the Town of Gothic, just north of Crested Butte.

Wetland Mitigation Project a Historic First for Town of Frisco
The Meadow Creek Wetlands represent a win-win for conservation and for the residents and visitors of the Town
of Frisco. By conserving these wetlands, the Town benefits from the permanent preservation of scenic views from a
heavily used trail, as well as critical flood mitigation.
This wetland mitigation project was required by the US Army Corps of Engineers as compensation for the 2019
dredging of the Frisco Bay Marina. In exchange for dredging 1 acre of wetlands along the Dillon Reservoir, the Town
agreed to improve and restore .41 acres of wetlands and conserve in perpetuity these 10.9 acres at Meadow Creek.
The Meadow Creek Wetlands represent natural habitat for a rich variety of species, including fish, birds, and beaver. Being nearly surrounded by development makes protection of this wetland all the more important to the wildlife that depend upon it. The wetlands are highly visible from the Meadow Creek Park and from eastbound I-70.
At the ribbon cutting ceremony, Frisco Mayor Hunter Mortensen said, “This easement and restoration fulfills a
promise that Frisco Town Council has made to its residents to support a sustainable environment, and expresses in
tangible ways that our town understands the sacred trust which we have been given as stewards of this land.”
This project represents an emerging form of conservation for COL. We completed our first mitigation bank project
last fall in Weld County, and we are excited to further utilize this tool to bring more permanent land protection to
Colorado.

The conservation easement prevents subdivision and development outside of the research site and preserves the
site for education and recreation into perpetuity. This ensures that the hundreds of scientists and students that
RMBL hosts yearly have guaranteed access to conduct field research in a large, intact outdoor environment and
that tens of thousands of visitors will have unique opportunities to explore environmental science in a beautiful
and informal setting. RMBL’s non-consumptive water rights, which were among the first in the state of Colorado and helped establish the value of leaving water in streams to support wildlife and recreation, will be protected
through the conservation easement.
RMBL has a deep history of scientific contributions with global implications. Research conducted onsite has produced over 1,900 published studies. Founded in 1928, 55 years after the first scientific exploration of the area was
conducted under the auspices of the Hayden Survey, the organization promotes quality of life for humankind by
accelerating discoveries about the ecosystems that replenish the world’s air, water, and food supply.
RMBL scientists have created one of the world’s largest collections of long-term research supporting national environmental policy, such as the National Clean Air Act, and provide insights into food security, water management,
and human health. They have also helped establish non-consumptive water rights in Colorado. RMBL makes
science accessible not only for researchers but student scientists from around the globe, some of whom have never
spent any time outside of a city. Through its informal science education program, RMBL invites the public to participate in and learn from its research. By protecting the site under easement, these opportunities to use science to
manage the world and to actively engage the public in research will endure.
According to RMBL Executive Director Dr. Ian Billick, “With this easement, and in collaboration with Colorado
Open Lands, RMBL commits in perpetuity to the Power of Place, demonstrating how a sustained commitment by
generations of scientists to understanding a single location can transform our understanding of the world.”
Colorado Open Lands has protected 62 separate properties for a total of more than 25,000 acres in Gunnison County
alone. The Gunnison Valley Land Protection Fund provided a transaction costs grant to support this project.
Bottom row photos credit: RMBL

Colorado Open Lands means:
STATEWIDE IMPACT

Colorado-wide scope with a local presence.
Colorado Open Lands has five offices in the
state – Denver Metro, Northern Colorado,
Salida, Alamosa, and Breckenridge.

Why We Give:
Bob Walker
& Cristy
Godwin

Proven track record

Since 1981, we’ve been Colorado’s premier
conservation partner, leveraging investments into more than a half-million acres of
conserved lands.

Trust

Why is preserving open space in Colorado important to you?
We feel that Colorado is a place of great beauty and serenity with its combination of both public and private lands.
We have greatly enjoyed hiking, backpacking, and snow shoeing on the public lands. We know that well-managed
private lands, such as ranches, provide important wildlife habitat and migration paths to the public lands. We
would hate to see all these private lands divided, developed, and lost forever.
Do you have a place or two that is most special to you?
We often spend long weekends in Summit County so that is a special place for us. Since 2017 we have spent time
in the summers section hiking Colorado’s portion of the Continental Divide Trail. We have passed through some
incredible remote areas along the way. The alpine areas in the San Juan Mountains, James Peak Wilderness, Indian
Peaks Wilderness, and Rocky Mountain National Park have all been amazing.

Did you know you can donate a
portion of your wedding registry
to COL like willow and tyler did?
“We enjoy the open lands of
Colorado all the time, and would like
to give back to the nature and
animals that let us into their homes!”

See vebolife.com for more
@tyler.and.willow @ellamoyerphotography
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Colorado Open Lands is the preferred
partner of landowners, local partners, and
funders who value our conservation approach that embodies integrity, creativity,
inspiration, and collaborative leadership.

Help continue this record pace of conservation in Colorado by giving today!
Gifts by Mail

Mail a check to Colorado Open Lands at 1546 Cole
Boulevard, Suite #200, Lakewood, CO 80401.

How has access to open space been important to you in dealing
with life during a pandemic?
After staying home for almost two months, we were more than stir
crazy. These open spaces have given us an outlet and a reconnection with nature in what has been a tough year.

Credit Card

Why do you support COL and how does that support factor into
the legacy you seek to leave on Colorado?
We would like to see Colorado remain a place of majesty and awe,
a place where people can breathe and enjoy our amazing lands.
We would like Colorado to be an area where nature and wildlife
thrive. COL provides an important link in making this possible.

Don’t forget your family’s Donor Advised funds!
Check with your fund’s custodian to make a gift!

What advice do you have for people who want to have an impact
on the future of Colorado?
Climate change is a threat to humans and nature. We would
encourage everyone to support organizations like Colorado Open
Lands, the wilderness initiatives and legislation aimed at protecting the environment. We’ve enjoyed our association with COL.
The staff and leadership are passionate about their goals and effective at implementation.

Colora do Open Lands

One time or recurring gifts by credit card can be
processed online at www.ColoradoOpenLands.org/
donate or by calling us at 303-988-2373.

Donor Advised Funds

Gifts of Stock

Gifts of appreciated stock and/or mutual funds can be a
wonderful way to support Colorado Open Lands, while
realizing savings on long-term capital gains taxes!

Estate Planning

By including Colorado Open Lands in your estate and
retirement planning, you are making a legacy gift that
supports our promise of perpetual land conservation.
You may also consider listing COL as a beneficiary on
your life insurance policy.

How does the CARES Act impact my gift this year?

The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security
Act (CARES) made several temporary changes to the
charitable contribution rules for the 2020 tax year.
First, taxpayers are eligible to deduct up to $300 of
cash contributions as an “above the line” deduction
(meaning even non-itemizing taxpayers can claim this
deduction). Additionally, for individuals who itemize,
the 50% adjusted gross income limitation is waived for
certain contributions.
The second change lifts the cap on how much a donor can
deduct in charitable gifts in a single year. Individuals who
itemize deductions may deduct donations up to 100% of
their 2020 Adjusted Gross Income (up from 60% previously) and may be carried forward for up to five years.
COL is not in the business of offering professional
legal or financial advice, and we suggest consulting
with your own advisors. The 100% AGI deduction is
not allowed if made to a private foundation or to a
donor-advised fund.

Learn more about ways to give at ColoradoOpenLands.org/Ways-To-Give or contact Alyssa Acosta at 303.988.2373
ext. 216 or AAcosta@ColoradoOpenLands.org with questions or for routing and account information.
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Don’t leave us out in the cold!

The annual

for conservation

our non-event is in full swing!
Learn more here:

NO DATE NO TIME
NO LOCATION JUST YOUR SUPPORT

Remember Colorado Open Lands
on Colorado Gives Day!
Don’t forget to give on

DECEMBER 8, 2020

Coloradogives.org/ColoradoOpenLands

