
 

 

October 1, 2019 

Dear Friend of Continental Divide Land Trust, 

I write to you today with exciting news for our community.  During our 25-year history, Continental 
Divide Land Trust has been able to reach extraordinary heights, with your kind and dedicated 
support.  We have protected 16 properties around Summit and Park Counties, and that work 
becomes even more meaningful with the realization that it will last forever.  Those properties are 
our scenic views, agricultural heritage, and homes for wildlife that will never be destroyed.  I am so 
proud of what we have accomplished with a small staff and budget, and big support from our 
community.  I cannot express how grateful I am to you. 

Today, I want to be the first to inform you of some upcoming changes.  We are joining forces with 
Colorado Open Lands, a statewide land trust.  This partnership will allow CDLT to be able to 
continue our mission to save mountain landscapes forever, with the full force and resources of a 
larger organization.  This decision was not made lightly.  Our board and staff have spent dozens of 
meetings, some late night phone calls, countless emails, and plenty of serious discussion and legal 
advice to vet Colorado Open Lands.  With every interaction I have with this group, they impress me 
more. 

Colorado Open Lands’ mission is similar to ours, but broader in scope.  They work with all types of 
Colorado landowners to fulfill the landowner’s dreams of protecting their lands forever.  Colorado 
Open Lands is successful. They’ve protected over half a million acres statewide, in forty-six of sixty-
four counties, and have a strategic plan to conserve another 300,000 over the next five years.  
Colorado Open Lands is solid.  They come with a 38-year history of conservation successes, a staff of 
20 in four statewide offices, and relationships with state and national funders that can help get big, 
impactful projects done.  And finally, Colorado Open Lands is innovative.  They have published 
groundbreaking research on water use and management, are engaged in million-dollar restoration 
projects, and are conducting several programs to deepen Coloradans’ connection to our outdoors. 

Continental Divide Land Trust will formally cease operations in the coming month.  Katherine Raffio 
is being absorbed by Colorado Open Lands; no one is losing their job. The CDLT office address and 
contact information will be the same, just with a new name on the door.  We are confident that the 
staff of Colorado Open Lands, including Katherine, can appropriately steward the work that we have 
accomplished with your help.  I ask you to continue to support them in this effort.   



To preserve CDLT’s knowledge of this landscape and the communities we serve, we anticipate 
immediately forming a local advisory committee to COL.  This committee will be a venue to provide 
input and direction to COL staff moving forward as we serve the conservation needs of Summit and 
Park Counties.  If you are interested in joining this group, please let me know. 

As a gesture of our passion for and commitment to Summit County, in one of its final actions, the 
CDLT board of directors has voted to make an additional $250,000 contribution to our existing 
endowment fund at the Summit Foundation.  These funds will function as an endowment to 
provide for perpetual stewardship of the properties that CDLT has protected.  It was important to us 
that this money stay in Summit County, and Colorado Open Lands enthusiastically supports this 
course of action. 

It has been my great honor and pleasure to serve as president of the board of this amazing 
organization.  If you have questions, please contact me at kdufty@mac.com or 970-846-3589.  The 
President of Colorado Open Lands is Tony Caligiuri, and he also welcomes your questions or 
comments at tcaligiuri@coloradoopenlands.org or 303-988-2373 ext. 226.  I hand Tony and the COL 
Board of Directors the reins of CDLT’s operations and resources with my complete confidence that 
he will respect and advance conservation in our home, Summit County, to the benefit of all.   

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

 
Kim Dufty 
President of the Board of Directors 
Continental Divide Land Trust 
 
 
 

 

mailto:kdufty@mac.com
mailto:tcaligiuri@coloradoopenlands.org

