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Dear Friend of Colorado Open Lands,

As I drive back and forth across our beautiful state to meet with landowners, partners and donors of 
Colorado Open Lands, I am continually struck by the diversity of political views I encounter.

Every day we work with citizens representing the broadest political spectrum you can find in 
our nation.  From the fifth-generation conservative cattle rancher on the Eastern Plains of Colora-
do to the self-proclaimed environmentalist in Boulder – the idea of land conservation continues 
to serve as a beacon of common ground and shared purpose in the American West.

Last summer, columnist David Brooks wrote a profoundly moving essay entitled “This American Land”, making the com-
pelling case that a potential path through our current political climate toward a more unified nation may be through 
our history and connection to the land.  He wrote, in part, “I suspect some of the answers are to be found in reconnecting with 
our ancient ideals and reconnecting with the land.”

As an organization that has worked for the past 40 years to conserve and protect more than 500,000 acres of working land-
scapes, scenic vistas and public spaces – including the landscapes that surround the very place that inspired the words to 
“America the Beautiful” – we could not agree more.  

Last year a former board member passed away.  He was a decorated Vietnam veteran and spent a lifetime running his family’s 
farm in Northern Colorado.  A fellow board member, whose life experiences and political views were in many ways opposite, 
reacted, “If not for land conservation, our worlds would never have intersected.”

Each of us sees the open lands of Colorado through our own distinctly personal lens.  Yet whether we are driving a tractor, 
tending an urban garden, viewing wildlife, hauling a backpack or casting a line, the one thing that unifies us all is a deep 
understanding about how important conserving and protecting our open lands is to the future of Colorado.  

Conserving some of the remaining open lands of Colorado may not solve all the divisions of our times, but if nothing else, 
our work may assure that a common touchpoint is preserved so that there is a place we can come together and find our 
common ground.  Indeed, as Wallace Stegner wrote, “Something will have gone out of us as a people if we ever let the remain-
ing wilderness be destroyed ... We simply need that wild country available to us, even if we never do more than drive to its edge 
and look in.”

As the year comes to a close and we look back on what has been, and look forward to what may be, let us pause and consider 
the deeper meaning and value of our open lands, and what we can each do to support their permanent protection. 

I can promise that I and the Colorado Open Lands staff will continue working tirelessly to conserve and steward Colorado’s 
remaining working and wild lands. But effort and expertise alone will not be enough to protect our common ground. Our 
work is only possible because people like you give generously in support of our mission.

Especially in these times and considering all that is at stake, I hope you will join me in making a year-end gift to Colorado 
Open Lands that reflects the importance of this work! 

Sincerely, 

P R E S I D E N T ’ S  L E T T E R

Tony Caligiuri
President and CEO, Colorado Open Lands



C o l o r a d o  O p e n  L a n d s4

THE LAND THROUGH THE EYES OF:: 
CONSERVATIONIST & LAND OWNER KARIN HEINE

“I wanted other people to have the opportunity to experience nature,” said Karin Heine.  Karin looked at the 3.7 
acres in Wheat Ridge - about the size of two and a half football fields - and didn’t see the litter from trespassing 
teens’ parties and the damaged fencing.  She saw potential.  So she bought the property and got to work.  

Five years later, with help from Girl Scouts and other neighborhood children, Karin had taken the long-vacant site 
from an underused vacant lot to a thriving urban wildlife sanctuary.  The workers cleared dumpsters full of trash 
and litter, and Karin brought in over 300 trees, shrubs, and wildflowers.  She constructed rock piles that animals 
can use for shelter.  She purchased shares from a ditch company to begin to irrigate her plantings and provide 
water to the animals that took refuge there.

And the animals appeared.  Today, the Heine Wildlife Sanctuary is home to dozens of species of birds, butterflies, 
deer, fox, and many more species.  And Karin elected to protect them all by placing a conservation easement on 
the land with Colorado Open Lands.  

“When I purchased it, the food chain was pretty weak, she said.  “When I entered 
this place, I felt a need for more food chains, for greater diversity, a better ecosystem.”  
And now, with the permanent conservation easement in place, her hard work will be 
forever protected.  

Heine continued, “It is a private place, but I want to share it.”  Now, classes from 
area schools tour the sanctuary.  Girl Scouts brought bluebird houses that they had 
constructed themselves.  Neighborhood children regularly visit to help fill the feeders 
and help enhance the bumblebee habitat.  The sanctuary has created a community of 
junior naturalists, keeping them off screens and into the outdoors, however small a 
site it may be.  

The site was originally zoned for sixteen housing sites.  Now it will forever remain 
the housing and habitat for many more species, much learning, and a place of 
reflection and appreciation of the natural world.  



f a l l  2 0 1 8  N e w s l e t t e r 5

THE LAND THROUGH THE EYES OF: 
CONSERVATION LEADERSHIP SERIES GRADS
Each year, Colorado Open Lands shepherds a group of approximately 20 young professionals through an 
immersive crash course in conservation in Colorado.   Participants take an in-depth look at the entire land 
conservation industry; they meet the players, they hear the challenges, they see the opportunities, and they 
tour the landscape.  Through a series of on-the-ground events and educational seminars, COL staff and other 
industry experts teach them how to be effective advocates for open space in their respective fields.

We asked our most recent graduates of the Conservation Leadership Series why conservation is important. 

“Conservation is the ability to preserve wild and open spaces for the long haul. 
It’s increasingly important as Colorado’s population grows and development 
expands rapidly.” 

– Allie Morgan

“It’s a way of protecting something in its current state or reclaiming it to a 
previous natural state. This is important to keep harmony between people, the 
land and wildlife.” 

– Clay Cousins

“It takes a paradigm shift, and solid understanding of conservation, for most to 
realize the importance of conservation efforts and the benefits.  [Land trusts] 
help others to understand why land conservation is important, what benefits 
there are to conserve, and help with the conservation process. By reaching the 
public, others can understand that simply by turning on your faucet is not how 
you receive your water. There is a process, which starts miles away, and what 
that does to the environment as the water eventually makes its way to you.”

                                                                      -Ryan Snyder

“Conservation is bi-partisan and will benefit humanity for 
generations to come.”

- Liz Deline

Interested in supporting or enrolling in this program?  
Please contact Alyssa Acosta at AAcosta@ColoradoOpenLands.org or 303.988.2373 ext. 216.  
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You can’t quite see the historic Evans Ranch at the base of Mount Evans from 
the windows of the corporate offices of Land Title Guarantee Company in 
Denver, but the impact and influence of the ranch on Land Title Chairman 
John Freyer, Sr. and President John Freyer, Jr. is very clear.

“As a kid growing up on that wide-open property, running around the fields 
and forests, shooting my grandfather’s .22 – it gave me an appreciation of 
open land that has been with me my entire life,” said Freyer, Sr.

Evans Ranch, a 3200-acre property spread across the foothills at the base of 
Mount Evans was once slated for intense residential development, but in a 
partnership with Colorado Open Lands, the Gates Family Foundation, and a 
handful of conservation-minded buyers, the property was instead conserved 
as open space with very limited residential development and now serves as 
important habitat for front-range elk herds and other Colorado wildlife.   

As a descendant of the second territorial Governor of Colorado and original 
Evans Ranch owner John Evans, John Freyer Sr. is the fifth generation to live 
on the property. “That means John Junior‘s kids are seventh generation on 
this land. That means a lot to me, to the community, to the wildlife, water and 
all the natural resources that are protected on the ranch.”

“I appreciate what Colorado Open Lands does not because it’s an environmental 
movement, but because it is a voluntary, market-based way to conserve and 
maintain the special places that define Colorado,” said Freyer, Jr.  “And it’s not 
just about mountains and rural towns – conservation can help make urban 
areas more attractive and livable by protecting open spaces.”

The land through the eyes of seven 
generations with a deep appreciation for it
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“Look, we are in the real estate business, but we still appreciate the importance of conserving 
open spaces in Colorado,” said Freyer, Jr.

Indeed, handling over 50,000 real estate transactions per year, Land Title Guarantee 
Company is one of the largest private title companies in the nation. But keeping ‘Colorado as 
Colorado’ is an important tenant for both the Freyers, personally and within their company.  
Much credit for that ethos is given to Land Title’s co-chair and founder Bill Vollbracht, also 
a founder and director emeritus of Colorado Open Lands.

“Colorado has been good to us and we are passionate about Colorado, especially about those 
wide-open spaces that define our state.  Supporting land conservation is a way for anyone 
who cares about Colorado to give back and keep our state the best it can be,” said Freyer, Sr.  

John Jr. and John Sr. 
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THE LAND THROUGH MY EYES: 
DAVE SHOWALTER
In November, conservation photographer Dave Showalter takes 
over COL’s social media!  Find us on Instagram and Facebook at 
ColoradoOpenLands.  Dave was our keynote speaker at the 2018 
Q for Conservation, where he regaled the crowd with stories of 
his travels and photography projects around the state. From the 
shortgrass prairie to the mountain peaks, Dave has captured it all 
beautifully with his camera.

Please enjoy a selection of Colorado photos of the land through 
Dave’s eyes.  All images on these two pages are his.  Look for 
more on COL social media!
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BEAVER PERSPECTIVETHE LAND THROUGH THE EYES OF: 
A BEAVER IN PARK COUNTY

THE LAND THROUGH THE EYES OF:: 
 A MOOSE LIVING IN SOUTH PARK
Now that autumn is here, I’ve made my way back south 
from my summers in the north.  Colorado can get too 
warm for me in the summer, but I prefer it here in the 
fall through the spring, where the snow doesn’t fall 
too deep compared to my northern migration lands 
and routes.  If I get too hot in the summers, I don’t eat 
enough, and I may not make it through the winter if I 
have insufficient fat stores.  I live my life largely alone, 
only preferring company long enough to mate in the 
fall.  After the mating is complete, my temporary friend 
and I part ways, and even if we cross paths again, we 
largely ignore one another.  My life is solitary, but I 
prefer it that way.

Colorado Open Lands has begun work on our 
largest-scale restoration project ever - Riparian 
Reconnect in Park County. We wanted to put 
ourselves in the shoes - or hooves - of some local 
wildlife and try to imagine how they might view 
the improvements.  

In 2018, we completed work on two properties, 
and are already beginning to see improvements 
with trout populations and rehydrated wetlands. 
Next year we will restore three more properties.  

Several thousand dollars in private funding for 
this work has allowed us to leverage hundreds of 
thousands in matching public funds.  
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As the largest member of the deer family, I can grow six feet from my hooves to the top of my head.  My antlers 
can grow up to six feet wide as well, and the more symmetrical they are, the healthier I am.  I shed them each 
year after the mating season, to conserve energy for the winter.  They regrow in the spring, over three to five 
months.  

Now that I’m back in Colorado, I have noticed some changes since last year.  One of my favorite foraging 
grounds looks different.  I approach the edge of a wetland and nibble on a willow stand.  I lack top front teeth, 
but my lip is strong for gripping, and I can cut woody plants effectively with the teeth on my lower jaw.  I need 
to eat about 70 pounds of food a day, especially now so I can add fat to survive the winter.  When the females of 
my kind have plentiful food to eat, their chance of having multiple offspring in a season can increase by a third, 
helping our population grow and thrive.  

I’m sure of it now - there were less willows and shrubs here last year.  The beavers have made their dams and 
created larger wetlands, which means even more plants for me to eat.  There are more willows than can have 
grown on their own in the course of a year as well - they must have been planted.  However they got here, I’m 
grateful for the extra forage.  Having sufficient food keeps me away from people as well, which is good for both 
of us, because our encounters can be dangerous.  

My English name comes from the Algonquin term for “stripper of bark” for the way I pull the leaves and shoots 
from woody plants.  I can outrun a human at five days old, but in this case, and even as shy as I am, I’m glad the 
humans were here.  Their efforts towards improving these streams and wetlands means I can have a better shot 
at thriving in my habitat, nourishing myself, hiding from predators, and continuing to live in a place where my 
kind has existed for hundreds of years.
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CRANOR RANCH - PERMANENTLY PROTECTED!
GUNNISON COUNTY, 632 ACRES

“It’s so important to protect agriculture and our open lands and we are excited to be able to 
protect our own slice of paradise. My siblings and I are the third generation to work on the ranch 
and are proud to protect it so future generations can do the same.” 
- Hannah Cranor, Cranor Ranch

COL was proud to partner with the Cranor family to protect the 632-acre Cranor Ranch in Gunnison 
County. This family-run business raises sheep and cattle and produces hay. By conserving this 
land, the family forever protects ag land, wildlife habitat, and scenic views treasured by residents 
and visitors of Gunnison. Partners include Gunnison Ranchland Conservation Legacy, Gunnison 
Valley Land Preservation Fund, Great Outdoors Colorado, and NRCS.

Landowner Karin Heine added almost 7 acres to her previous 3.7 acre wildlife refuge in 
urban Jefferson County.  The urban sanctuary has been improved to maximize habitat for 
mammals, amphibians, and rare birds.  The landowner also allows her property to be used 
by beekeepers, and provides an opportunity to connect nearby residents with the benefits 
of conserved land.   See article on page 4 for more! 

HEINE PROPERTY - ACREAGE ADDED!
JEFFERSON COUNTY, 10.57 ACRES
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HOTCHKISS RANCH - 
PERMANENTLY PROTECTED!
GUNNISON COUNTY, 1,073 ACRES

BROWNIE HILLS - PERMANENTLY PROTECTED!
COSTILLA COUNTY, 17,019 ACRES

COL is delighted to work with many partners to complete the conservation of the Brownie Hills State Wildlife 
Area.  Working with Western Rivers Conservancy, Costilla County, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Great 
Outdoors Colorado, Colorado Parks and Wildlife, and the LOR Foundation, COL worked to conserve 4.5 miles 
of the Rio Grande and thousands of adjacent acres to provide for public recreation and habitat for elk, mule deer, 
bald eagle, otter, and threatened birds and amphibians.  

Earlier this summer Colorado Open Lands closed the Hotchkiss Ranch conservation 
easement, adding 595 acres to the 478 acres of this ranch in Gunnison County already 
conserved. The ranch is largely surrounded by U.S. Forest Service land, contributing to a 
viewshed that goes on for miles! Sincere thanks to the Hotchkiss family for their diligence 
in completing this complex project. Thanks also to our partner on this and many projects, 
Gunnison Ranchland Conservation Legacy. 
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YEAR-END GIVING 
REMINDERS!

Colorado Open Lands’ conservation work is made possible 
by the generosity of philanthropic people like you!

DON’T DELAY – MAKE YOUR YEAR-END GIFTS TODAY!
Give online at ColoradoOpenLands.org by midnight MST, 

December 31st!

If giving by mail, make sure your gift is postmarked no later than 
December 31 to count in this tax year.

On behalf of the entire Colorado Open Lands family, thank you for your generosity. We 
value your trust in us and look forward to putting your gifts into action that will result in 
real conservation success in 2019 and beyond!

Questions? 
Contact Alyssa Acosta at 303-988-2373 or by email at AAcosta@ColordaoOpenLands.org
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  Making a gift in honor of a beloved friend or family member is a special way to show someone you care 
this holiday season. Just be sure to note who your gift is in honor of, and provide us with their preferred contact 
information, and we will reach out with a special note on your behalf. Think about how special it would be to 
receive notice that you inspired a gift that will forever protect Colorado’s most critical working, wild, and open 
lands – priceless!

Take advantage of matching opportunities!
 Colorado Gives Day is December 4th. Schedule your Gives Day donation at ColoradoGives.org to ensure 
that your gift counts toward Community First Foundation’s generous incentive fund.

 Don’t forget your employer matching programs! Check with your employer or email Alyssa at 
AAcosta@ColordaoOpenLands.org to make sure you make the most of your workplace giving options.

Consider gifting appreciated stock!
 You can give more and avoid costly capital gains when you give appreciated stock. Take advantage of this 
year’s market performance and make a gift of stock directly from your brokerage account to ours. Visit Colora-
doOpenLands.org/Ways-to-Give for transfer account information. All gifts must be received by COL by 12/31 
to count for the 2018 tax year.

Don’t forget your IRA!
  You can begin making Qualified Charitable Distributions out of your Traditional IRA accounts at the age 
of 59 ½. When you make a distribution from your Traditional IRA directly to Colorado Open Lands, you can 
avoid taxes that you would otherwise pay on a regular distribution, and penalties that could be associated with 
missing a required distribution. Talk with your IRA account representative to learn more about how to make a 
Qualified Charitable Distribution in time for the year-end deadline.

Take advantage of tax incentives by bundling this and next year’s giving now!
  We know that you give because you care. But, if you are planning to give an amount this and next year that 
when combined, could make you eligible for valuable tax incentives, consider making two years of gifts now! 
Talk with your tax advisor to see if bundling your gifts would make sense for you and your financial plan. 

Give meaningfully!
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