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P R E S I D E N T ’ S  L E T T E R
Dear Friend of Colorado Open Lands,

As we look out across our fast-growing state and feel the ever-growing urgency to 
conserve those unique places that make Colorado special, we tend to spend a lot of time 
with our heads down working hard to get good conservation done.  But occasionally, it 
is important to look up, take a breath and remember the “why” of our work.  

Each of us has our own personal reason why this work is important, just like we each 
can think of that one special place that defines Colorado for us.  In fact, the “why” of 
our work is a magnificent tapestry of personal stories and experiences, one woven of 
many little moments, each important and uniquely inspiring its own right, combined 
to make the importance of our mission even more profound. 

When you have a quiet moment, we invite you to examine your ‘why’ of this work. Why do you choose to live in 
Colorado?  What moments define your reasons for caring about open lands, what do they stir in your heart, and 
how does this draw you closer to what matters most?

I think you’ll find, as I did, that your ‘why’ is deeply personal, and yet it is something that is collectively shared and 
valued by so many fellow Coloradans. 

Whatever your ‘why,’ we know that you entrust Colorado Open Lands to protect it for you, and for the generations 
to come.  All of us take that responsibility seriously and it is our honor to be your partner in the conservation of 
the landscapes that mean so much to you, to me, and to us all. 

Thank you for all you do to support this important mission.  Together we can continue protecting why we love this 
amazing state, forever.

Tony Caligiuri
President and CEO, Colorado Open Lands

V O L U N T E E R  W I T H  C O L !
Colorado Open Lands is expanding our Volunteer Program – 
and we need you!  Volunteering with COL is fun, rewarding and 
greatly helps us in protecting Colorado’s land and water forever.  
Volunteering with COL can include anything from helping 
prepare mailings, to administrative project support work, to 
helping maintain the lands we protect, and much more.

To sign up to be a member of our volunteer team and be 
added to our volunteer opportunities announcements, 
contact Hugh Daly at HDaly@ColoradoOpenLands.org or 
303.988.2373 ext. 210.
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THE VALUE OF LAND CONSERVATION: 

WHAT’S YOUR WHY?

Meet with the ranching family.  Write the grant 
proposal.  Email the lawyer.  Finish the reports.  

Like in any job, those of us that work every day 
conserving Colorado’s land can get caught up in our 
to-do lists and forget to step back and remember 
why we’re doing this.  It’s in that spirit that we’ve 
taken steps to remind ourselves why what we do is 
so important, including sharing the thoughts of the 
folks you’ll meet on the following pages.    

At COL, we consider ourselves fortunate to work 
on one of Colorado’s truly non-partisan issues.  
Land conservation has support all across the 

political spectrum.  It’s something we can all unite 
around.  77% of Coloradans consider themselves 
conservationists, and we can all see every day both 
the importance and urgency of this work. And 
although nearly all of us agree that it’s important, 
we all have different reasons for doing so.  

What’s your why? Tell us at 
www.ColoradoOpenLands.org.  

And read on for some first-hand perspectives on 
how our “whys” add up to a state that values its 
open lands.  

Photo generously provided by Ann Duncan
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Colorado hosts a stunning amount of wildlife, including over 750 animal species and 3,000 plant species.  While 
our state enjoys great public lands, conserving private land is the ONLY way to ensure the continued survival in 
our state of animals like pronghorn, elk, mule deer and bears, because these animals rely, at least in part, on private 
lands for survival.  Land conservation is also our best tool to make sure that the Gunnison sage grouse, known for 
its delightfully bizarre courtship ritual, continue to thrive in the 
private lands of Colorado – the only place they are found in the 
United States.  

Wildlife preservation is equally important to sportsmen and 
conservationists.  Willi Schmidt, host of TV’s Pure Hunting tells 
us, “Big migratory herds have been doing the same migratory 
patterns for centuries and when growth and development 
restricts that, … they can’t get to their wintering grounds, causing 
huge die-offs both from winter kill and predation.” 

Project Spotlight
Berchert Ranch, Chaffee County, conserved with COL in 2014
With frontage along both the east and west banks of the Arkansas River, the Berchert Ranch provides a critical 
buffer to public lands, including the Arkansas Headwaters State Park, and the Collegiate Peaks and Buffalo Peaks 
wilderness areas.  Nearby land has been heavily developed for housing, and the Berchert Ranch provides critical 
habitat for mountain lion, bobcat, turkey, coyote, birds of prey including the American bald eagle, migratory 
songbirds, great blue heron, great horned owl, beaver, mink, and a variety of other wildlife. It is located on the 
Collegiate Peaks Scenic Byway and is bisected by US Highway 24, providing passersby the chance to glimpse the 
array of wildlife within. 

THRIVING WILDLIFE

Willi Schmidt, Host of Pure Hunting

Photo of Berchert Ranch generously provided by James Berchert
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SCENIC VIEWS
Those new to private land conservation often ask, ‘how does it benefit me, if I can’t access it?’  Yet clean water, 
abundant wildlife and scenic views don’t follow property lines - they benefit us all.  We challenge new folks to ask 
themselves – when you get to the top of a mountain peak (most of which are owned by the US Forest service), 
would you prefer to see wide open space for miles, or would 
you prefer to see highways and houses and strip malls?  

70,000 people moved to Colorado in the last year.  We expect 
3 million more by 2050.  At the same time, our state Director 
of Tourism, Cathy Ritter, informs us that tourism brought 
in $19.7 billion in business and revenue to Colorado.  “If we 
had a highly developed state people would not have the same 
experience.  The feeling of aliveness [in Colorado] is directly 
related to the open spaces not found anywhere else.”

Conservation easements protect our wide open vistas.  
Conserved land owner Sandy Guererri puts it best, “you don’t 
realize it was paradise until the parking lot goes in.”  Her 
husband Burt adds, “We can say with pride that our land is like it’s gonna be and we guarantee it.  Doesn’t matter 
what anybody thinks or decides – we’ve set the stage for it to stay exactly as it is.”

Project Spotlight
Mill Creek, Gunnison County, conserved with COL in 2015-2017
Located in Ohio Creek Valley, 10 miles northwest of Gunnison, Mill Creek Ranch is incredibly scenic and contains 
a one-mile stretch of Mill Creek. The ranch is managed by the owner as a cow/calf operation and provides habitat 
for Gunnison sage-grouse, elk, mule deer, bald eagle, hawk, American peregrine falcon, and willow flycatcher. 
This project was a great example of public and private partnership, completed collaboratively with the Gunnison 
Ranchland Conservation Legacy, and with funding partners NRCS, Great Outdoors Colorado, and the Gunnison 
Valley Land Preservation Fund.

Sandy and Burt Guererri, owners of Mill Creek 
Ranch

Mill Creek Ranch
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HEALTHY 
WATERWAYS

Ty Ryland, 
manager of 
Trinchera 
Ranch

The importance of water in the West absolutely cannot be overstated.  
The average Coloradan uses 250 gallons per day.  Multiply that by the 
10,000 people that move to Colorado per month, and our state needs 
to keep a very close watch on how we manage and protect our existing 
water systems.  

Conservation easements can be a tool to ensure our communities 
maintain healthy waterways.  While it’s true that many conservation 
projects occur on irrigated agricultural lands, and that ag uses most 
of our state’s water, most current irrigation practices return water or 
“recharge” those same waterways and groundwater to a large degree.  
In fact, much of our river water is “used” by different farmers and 
ranchers an average of six times before it flows out of Colorado.

Without irrigated lands, Colorado’s semi-arid climate simply could not produce local food, and our angling 
industry would dry up. (Currently local and tourist anglers contribute $1.9 billion annually to the state’s economy.) 
Ty Ryland, manager of 80,000 acre Trinchera Ranch in southern Colorado, adds, “water is the lifeblood of the 
community here.”

Project Spotlight
Almunyah Dos Acequias, Costilla County, conserved with COL in 2015
The San Luis People’s Ditch is an irrigation waterway that was awarded the first and oldest water rights in Colorado, 
nearly a quarter of a century before Colorado became a state.  Alfalfa is grown on the property, and the Acequia 
Institute has been working on a seed saving and exchange that focuses on re-establishing the integrity of local 
heirloom varieties of corn and beans.  The farm contains 77 acres of wetlands and serves as a winter concentration 
area for bald eagles.  Located just west of the town of San Luis, near the community of San Acacio, the farm is 
visible to travelers on the Los Caminos Antiguos National Scenic Byway.
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Agriculture is critical to the state’s economy.  A Colorado State University study attributes $41 billion of our 
economy to agriculture. Nearly 173,000 Colorado workers are in the field.  But it’s getting harder for our state’s 
farmers and ranchers to stay on their land.  

Colorado loses, on average, 690 acres of farmland every day, the third largest rate in the nation.  To put that in 
perspective, that’s the equivalent of losing one Rocky Mountain 
National Park every year.  

Many farmers and ranchers we work with are approaching 
retirement age.  Some lack heirs that want to continue to farm 
or ranch the family land.  Conservation easements are a tool 
that helps the land stay open and affordable to new farmers 
and ranchers, even when a landowner lacks an heir.  

“We’re blessed with the mountains that provide us with water 
and the land that we can irrigate to preserve it and keep it as 
original as we can…Preserving what we have in Colorado is a 
benefit to a lot of farmers and generations of people that are 
coming up.  Hopefully we can keep that alive and well,” says 
Eugene Jacquez, an owner of a farm in the San Luis Valley.  

Project Spotlight
Abbett Centennial Farm, Weld County, conserved with Legacy Land Trust in 2011 and conveyed to COL in 2015
Abbett Centennial Farm has been owned and operated by the same family for over 100 years and is recognized by 
the Colorado Department of Agriculture and the Colorado Historical Society as a historical property.  The property 
contains South Platte River frontage and includes wetlands and floodplains, which support nearly 300 different 
species of birds.  Weld County is currently about 75% farm and ranchland, and Weld is the richest agricultural 
county in the United States east of the Rocky Mountains, leading the state in the value of agricultural products 
sold, and is typically in the top ten richest overall nationally, proving that ag can still have an enormous impact on 
the state’s economy when farms and ranches are allowed to continue to thrive in Colorado.

Eugene Jacquez, Costilla County landowner

RURAL ECONOMIES

Abbett Centennial Farm
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CALHOUN RANCH
The 951-acre Calhoun Ranch is located 
on the border of Arapahoe County 
and Elbert County and was originally 
conserved with the West Arapahoe 
Conservation District, which opted 
to transfer the easement to Colorado 
Open Lands to ensure its perpetual 
stewardship.  The ranch was settled in 
1901 and provides important wildlife 
habitat along West Bijou Creek, also 
protecting the agricultural character 
and productive soils in Arapahoe 
County. The ranch serves as habitat to 
pronghorn, deer, as well as a variety of 
birds, including raptors. Protecting this 
ranch creates nearly 10,000 acres of 
contiguous area of open space for the 
surrounding area! 

Colorado Open Lands has partnered with the 
Southern Plains Land Trust (SPLT) to conserve 
10,540 acres of the Heartland Ranch located in Bent 
County, about 25 miles southeast of Las Animas. 
Heartland Ranch is predominantly covered by 
shortgrass prairie, an ecosystem recognized 
as a conservation priority by a multitude of 
governmental and non-governmental entities, 
including Colorado Parks and Wildlife. This vast 
property provides critical refuge to an assortment 
of wildlife and plant species and provides passive 
recreational opportunities that help to address 
education barriers occurring throughout the 
state of Colorado. Currently, about 80 bison, 50 
longhorn, burrowing owls, badgers, elk, mule deer, 
pronghorn and many other wildlife species reside 
on the property. Great Outdoors Colorado awarded 
a grant to cover a portion of the transaction 
expenses. In 2015, COL and SPLT conserved the 
4,772-acre Raven’s Nest Nature Preserve, located 
about 15 miles northwest of Heartland Ranch.

HEARTLAND RANCH

COLORADO OPEN LANDS IS PROUD TO HAVE COMPLETED 
THESE CONSERVATION PROJECTS THIS YEAR!
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CALHOUN RANCH

Laws don’t protect the land.  People do.

We at Colorado Open Lands take that sentiment very seriously.  We recognize that open space must be valued 
by our citizens to be protected.  It is in that spirit that we have debuted two programs over the past year to get 
Coloradans more connected to our mission of private land conservation so they can be effective advocates and 
stewards for the land over time.

Conservation Leadership Series
This program just “graduated” its first class of 
leaders in business, philanthropy, and public 
policy.  Participants took an in-depth look at the 
entire land conservation industry; they met the 
players, they heard the challenges, they saw the 
opportunities, and they toured the landscape.  
Through a series of on-the-ground events and 
educational seminars, COL staff and other 
industry experts taught them how to be effective 
advocates for open space in their respective fields.

We are recruiting for the 2017-2018 class of 
Conservation Leaders right now!  Have questions, 
or know an up-and-coming leader in their field 
who may be interested?  Contact Brandy Bertram 
at BBertram@ColoradoOpenLands.org or 
303.988.2373 ext. 222.

Special thanks to our founding members Mariah Raymond, Dane Harbaugh, Jesus Salazar, and Tate McCoy for 
helping us design and launch this exciting program!

outreach outings
All the pretty photos in our newsletter and Facebook page are no substitute for showing people conserved land in 

person.   This year we piloted a series of opportunities 
for our friends and supporters to tour conserved land 
with us, learning about the conservation values that 
made it worth protecting.  We took folks birding, 
hiking, taught them about water use and challenges, 
and even gave a beginner landscape photography 
lesson.  Next year, we hope to expand the program 
to get even more people to see and experience the 
benefits of conserved land for themselves! 

Want to be added to next year’s invitation list? Contact 
Leslie Volkar at LVolkar@ColoradoOpenLands.org or 
303.988.2373 ext. 213.

STRENGTHENING COLORADANS’ LAND ETHIC THROUGH
ON-THE-GROUND EXPERIENCES

The Conservation Leadership Series’ visit to 
Santa Maria Ranch in South Park

Participants hiked Kenosha 
Pass and viewed a landscape 
conserved by COL
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Newborn goats!

Wildflower fields in the 

San Juan Mountains

Double rainbow over Beatty Canyon Ranch

Tarantulas on the march in the southeastern plains

Powering through muddy terrain

Baby deer hiding in the grass

Our state flower, the Columbine

Every year colorado Open Lands is responsible for monitoring 
all 425 of our  conservation projects across the state.  

here’s a scrapbook of things we came across on the land!

Curious cows on Hotchkiss Ranch
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gifts of cash 

charitable ira rollover

gifts of physical assets

gifts of securities

estate gifts

donor advised funds

Mail checks or money orders, payable 
to Colorado Open Lands, to 1546 Cole 
Blvd. #200, Lakewood, CO 80401. Make 
a secure gift by credit card online by 
visiting ColoradoOpenLands.org, or call 
us at 303.988.2373.

Make a qualified charitable contribution 
directly from your IRA! This is a wonderful 
way to turn your Required Minimum 
Distribution (RMD) into a meaningful gift 
for Colorado Open Lands, while realizing 
significant tax savings. 

Did you know that you can donate your 
home, land, commercial real estate, 
automobile, boat, recreational vehicle, 
and/or art and other physical assets to 
support the mission of Colorado Open 
Lands? You can, and we will help make it 
as easy as possible!

Gifts of appreciated stock and/or 
mutual funds can be a wonderful way 
to give while realizing savings on long-
term capital gains taxes! Transfers of 
publicly traded securities can be made to 
Colorado Open Lands through Charles 
Schwab & Co, Inc. (account #1372-3301). 

By including Colorado Open Lands in 
your estate and retirement planning, you 
are ensuring our promise of perpetual 
land conservation and joining a growing 
number of individuals and families who 
are shaping a conservation legacy that 
will last far beyond their lifetime. 

Colorado Open Lands works with fund 
holders and families across the country 
to accept and steward gifts from Donor 
Advised Funds. Don’t forget to put 
your family’s philanthropic legacy into 
action by making gifts to support the 
conservation work you value. 

Colorado Open Lands means:
Statewide Impact: Colorado-wide scope with a local presence. Colorado Open Lands has four offices in 
Colorado – Denver Metro, Northern Colorado, the San Luis Valley, and Salida.

Proven Track Record:  Since 1981, we’ve been Colorado’s premier conservation partner, leveraging past 
investment into over half-million acres of conserved lands.

Strength: We understand the perpetual nature of our work and are committed to the operation of a strong, 
sustainable organization. 

Trust: Colorado Open Lands is the preferred partner of landowners, local partners, and funders who value our 
conservation approach that embodies integrity, creativity, inspiration, and collaborative leadership.

Leadership: Colorado Open Lands is leading our industry through our land conservation research and 
nationally-acclaimed Future Conservation Leaders Fellowship Program. 

Don’t miss your opportunity to maximize year-end giving benefits!

If you love Colorado, there is 
no better investment than 

Colorado open lands
Thriving Wildlife  •  Scenic views  •  healthy waterways  •  Rural economies

Have questions?  Contact Brandy Bertram at BBertram@ColoradoOpenLands.org or 303.988.2373 ext. 222.
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Charlie Russell
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BOARD OF  DIRECTORS

1546 COLE BOULEVARD #200
LAKEWOOD, CO 80401

WWW.COLORADOOPENLANDS.ORG  •  303.988.2373

Like this view?
Please remember COL on Colorado Gives Day, 

December 5, 2017 and help ensure that
 we can protect it forever!

Pre-schedule your gift now at coloradogives.org!


