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(c)2015 All rights reserved.  
All photos are property of Colorado Open Lands unless otherwise credited.  

This newsletter is written, edited and designed by Colorado Open Lands staff.
Available online at www.ColoradoOpenLands.org

Cover photo of the 3R Ranch by John Fielder.
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P r e s i d e N t ’ s  L e t t e r
When we recently adopted a new strategic plan that set a goal to 
have conserved 800,000 acres of key Colorado land within the 
next 10 years, the first thing we realized is that we cannot achieve 
that ambitious goal without doing some things differently.  

In order to protect that much land - an amount that would equal 
something twice the size of Rocky Mountain National Park - we 
are going to need a more engaged public, better tools for land 
conservation, and a stronger and better equipped statewide 
land trust community. 

So this year, in addition to already doubling our pace of land 
conservation from last year, we have begun to develop the 
kinds of tools and programs we think it will take to achieve 
our vision.  We have developed programs like a way to connect 
people with conserved lands by helping people buy products 
and services from private lands protected by conservation 
easements - which also incentivizes more farmers and ranchers to consider placing a conservation 
easement on their land.  We have developed a program that will open up fishing opportunities on 
private conserved lands – benefiting both the landowner and our state’s anglers.  And we have focused 
a few of our conservation projects on publicly accessible land that will help communities understand 
the importance of land conservation.

But we are also working to help the entire land trust community be more effective in collectively 
achieving our mission through stronger partnerships, and joint ventures.  We continue to support 
a Fellowship program that has not only launched new careers in conservation for more than 45 
young people, but when placed with local partner organizations, adds key capacity to the broader 
conservation community.  

Land and water conservation continue to be our core mission, but the pressures of development 
from a growing Colorado population and the increased complexity of our promise to protect land 
in perpetuity requires that we continue to engage our communities and strengthen our industry.  We 
believe our new strategic plan provides that road map, and we look forward to working with you to 
achieve significant conservation victories in the years to come.      

Tony Caligiuri
President and CEO, Colorado Open Lands
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Colorado’s Middle and Lower South Platte River watersheds comprise some of the most productive agricultural 
land in the state, sustaining a $4.5 billion a year  agricultural industry. This landscape also supports critical 
habitat for hundreds of thousands of waterfowl in Colorado each year. 

Human and wildlife communities are tightly intertwined here. This area has exceptional soils and intact 
communities that are built on, and continue to support, a thriving agricultural industry. Weld County 
alone produces $1 billion in agricultural products annually.  The diversity of prairie, riparian and wetland 
habitats harbors an amazing array of species, from Upland Sandpiper, Long-billed Curlew, and pronghorn 
in shortgrass prairie habitats, Northern Harrier, Sandhill Crane and American Bittern in wet meadows, to 
Bald Eagle, Piping Plover and Northern Leopard Frog found in riparian areas.  The wetlands associated with 
the River provide producers the water needed to sustain farming operations while also acting as buffers to 
flooding events along the River.

As the state’s population continues to grow (forecast to increase from 5,188,683 in 2012 to 6.9 million by 
2030), much of that growth is expected to occur in northern Colorado, including Weld, Adams and Morgan 
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Why are you excited about this partnership?
Colorado Open Lands is one of the premier land 
trusts in Colorado. We share a passion and vision 
for this landscape.  Through this partnership 
we’ll leverage resources and expertise of both 
organizations in a complementary manner to help 
broaden our delivery of conservation along the 
South Platte.  

Why must we conserve this landscape?
The South Platte landscape is under threat: the water, 
agricultural, and wildlife resources that comprise 
some of the most productive lands in Colorado will 
disappear if we do not find innovative solutions to 
conserve the resources that make this landscape 
so important.  Water, agriculture, and wildlife are  
the lifeblood of this landscape.  Projections suggest 
that hundreds of thousands of acres could be dried 
up along the South Platte as Colorado attempts to 
meet the growing municipal water needs along the 
Front Range.  

What makes hunters good conservationists?  
Hunters and anglers developed the North 
American model of conservation and laid the 
foundation for conservation.  They are the original 
conservationists -  passionate about the resource, 
willing to mobilize around concerns, and willing to 
support conservation financially.  Their concerns 
over declining resources led to a coordinated effort 
to restore, enhance, and conserve the resources 
that they utilize which has funded much of the 
conservation work throughout the 20th century.  

Q&A with Martin Grenier
Ducks Unlimited, Manager of Conservation 
Programs – Colorado and Wyoming

counties. Even as the Denver Metropolitan area 
grows, municipalities begin to look for ways 
to bring South Platte water to their growing 
communities; it is estimated that the South Platte 
system provides 70% of Denver’s drinking water. 
Historically, municipalities have satisfied their 
needs by buying irrigated land and removing the 
water rights, in a practice known as “buy and 
dry.”  If innovative solutions are not found to meet 
water needs, pressure will only increase on the 
farmers and ranchers who grow our nation’s food 
and fiber to sell their water and leave agriculture. 
“Buy and dry” creates a domino effect, crippling 
rural communities and substantially diminishing 
wildlife habitat.  In 2002, waterfowl surveys of 
the South Platte region revealed a 66% decline in 
waterfowl numbers over the last 28 years, from 
300,000 in 1972 to about 100,000 today.  

The waters of the South Platte system provide 
drinking water, irrigation water, wildlife habitat and 
recreational opportunities throughout the Front 
Range as it flows high in the Rocky Mountains 
to the Nebraska border. The recently completed 
Colorado Water Plan, the first in our state’s history, 
emphasizes the need to account for and balance the 
uses of water in meeting the anticipated demands.  
Colorado Open Lands is working on creative 
approaches  to meeting Colorado’s growing water 
demand while keeping farmers on farms – a future 
that supports the rural agricultural communities, 
families, and wildlife that depend on the South 
Platte River system.  COL and Ducks Unlimited 
have recently brought together a diverse group of 
stakeholders in the region to come up with creative 
approaches to meet our goals. This Advisory 
Network seeks to work together to promote 
conservation efforts within the landscape.

Accomplishments to date
As of this writing, we have permanently protected 
31 properties in this landscape, totaling 28,100  
acres.  We are proud to have worked with a diverse 
array of landowners who were committed to 
conservation, including the Woodard family, who 

cont. next page



Fall 2015 Newsletter

P L A N N i N g  F o r  F o r e v e r

Wendell Fleming fell in love with Colorado the moment she first set foot in the mountains in 1981. Today, she 
is a committed champion of Colorado Open Lands’ efforts to conserve Colorado’s most special open lands and 
the water that flows through them. Lucky for all of us, Wendell’s impact will last long after her last fishing trip 
thanks to her choice to include Colorado Open Lands as a beneficiary of her estate. 
 
Learn how you too can make a legacy gift to Colorado Open Lands, and become a member of the Planned Giving 
Society, by calling Brandy Bertram at 303.988.2373 ext. 222, or emailing her at bbertram@ColoradoOpenLands.org. 

Wendell Fleming; Colorado Open Lands Board of Directors and Planned Giving Society

protected their incredible ranch earlier this year (see page 15). The Woodard Ranch preserves shortgrass 
prairie, ponderosa pine woodlands, pasture, and cropland, not to mention almost 4 miles of the Middle 
Bijou Creek.

Future plans
Colorado Open Lands has the opportunity to play a lead role in conserving this significant corridor.  

We are partnering with Ducks Unlimited to take land conservation along the South Platte to new levels.  Ducks 
Unlimited’s mission is to conserve, restore, and manage wetlands and associated habitats for North America’s 
waterfowl. Together, we are committed to working collaboratively to invest in strategic planning, fundraising, and 
implementation of conservation projects on a large scale (see sidebar on previous page). COL and DU believe that 
this alliance, together with the partners’ existing conservation successes, provides a solid foundation on which 
to build a larger initiative to conserve waterfowl habitat, protect the water rights that support Colorado’s most 
productive farm and ranchlands, and help cities avoid debilitating flood damage. 

The South Platte currently supports a rich nexus of agriculture and wildlife. Together we are working to keep it that 
way, for the benefit of current and future generations.  Colorado Open Lands and Ducks Unlimited recognize that 
by partnering together we are in a unique position to forever protect this critical landscape.

Lower south PLAtte (coNt.)
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Wendell Fleming; Colorado Open Lands Board of Directors and Planned Giving Society

P A r t N e r i N g  F o r  c o N s e r vA t i o N
Montezuma Land Conservancy, Colorado Open Lands, and The 

Conservation Fund come together to conserve the Cox Ranch in 
southwestern Colorado

Colorado Open Lands is pleased to help our partner land trusts achieve their goals.  Earlier this year, 
COL and The Conservation Fund worked together to provide bridge financing to Montezuma Land 
Conservancy to permanently protect 355 acres of the Cox family ranch, just south of Mancos, along the 
San Juan Skyway.

“We couldn’t sell the ranch because it’s been in the family for generations and has become a part of the 
family. We wanted to keep the land in the family” says Terry Cox, continuing “The conservation easement 
allows us to keep the land in the family.”

On top of its agricultural values, the property provides critical habitat linking the Menefee Mountain and 
Weber Mountain Wilderness Study Areas. The Cox Property is also adjacent to over 1,000 acres already 
under a conservation easement held by MLC, and Weber Creek runs through the property providing a 
crucial water source for wildlife.   
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Since 1999, Colorado Open Lands has been helping launch the careers of bright young professionals, giving 
them the skills and experience they need to become future conservation leaders.  Our fellows have worked in 19 
organizations, on projects ranging from conservation project closings, to landowner outreach, to fundraising 
and budget development, and collectively have made innumerable positive impacts on our state.  This exclusive 
opportunity provides on-the-ground training so that when the fellow graduates, he or she is fully ready to 
take on a multitude of conservation challenges.  Eighty percent of our fellows continue on in conservation 
careers, and 60% do so in Colorado.  While each fellowship is different, the results are the same – an impressive 
investment in our state.

In 2016, we hope to be able to celebrate the hiring of our 46th fellow.  The average cost to COL is $100,000 
for each two-year placement.  This includes the Fellow’s salary and benefits, trainings and conferences, and 
necessary equipment such as computers and software.  If you are interested in supporting this highly successful 
program, please contact Jordan Vana at 303.988.2373 ext 221 or jvana@ColoradoOpenLands.org.

COL Fellows pictured with Valerie Gates, at the 2014 Cheers! for Conservation

“The Fellowship program 
gave me the opportunity 
to get my feet wet in 
Colorado water.”

- Zach Smith
Colorado Water Trust

“The program provided an integral bridge between my 
formal education and my ultimate career path.  In every job 
interview I’ve been in, potential employers have commented, 
and even congratulated me, for being a part of it”

- Justin Scharton
City of Fort Collins Natural Areas Department

L A u N c h i N g  c A r e e r s
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Our most recently graduated Fellow is Mike 
Downey, of San Isabel Land Protection Trust.  
We asked Mike some questions about his 
experience with the COL Fellowship.

What was it like living and working in a small town like Westcliffe?  
I found it to be a very interesting experience that grew on me over 
time.  There is a definite adjustment to the lack of amenities – which 
forced me to learn a little cooking.  But there is something especially 
refreshing about having a near constant access to scenic open space.  
It never gets old.  

What kind of projects did you work on during your fellowship?
I completed four new conservation easements and three conservation 
easement amendments.  One of the completed easements was The 
Bluff Park in Westcliffe that was done in partnership with Colorado 
Open Lands.  I also successfully wrote a Great Outdoors Colorado 
Open Space grant for the purchase of a conservation easement on 
the 2,030 acre Redwing Ranch in Huerfano County.  That project is 
expected to close next year.  I also have 5 other new conservation easement projects that should close later 
this year.

What made you decide to focus your career on conservation?
I fell in love with Colorado’s scenic open spaces during my time at my grandparents’ ranch in Westcliffe as 
a kid.  During my lifetime, Colorado has experienced a tremendous amount of growth and is projected to  
continue to grow.  Many of the places I love have been degraded by unplanned development and transfers 
of water rights to the thirsty Front Range.  I joined the conservation field because I wanted to have influence 
on land and water use decisions.

What’s next for you, now that the fellowship has ended?
On October 19th, I joined Boulder County Parks and Open Space as a Paralegal Specialist.  My duties 
include acquisition of new parks, trails, and conservation easements as well as stewardship of Boulder 
County’s 100,000 acre open space portfolio.  

How did the fellowship prepare you for this next step?
The fellowship introduced me to the vast network of conservation professionals in Colorado.  During my 
fellowship, I had the pleasure of meeting many of the leaders in the field and picking their brains on some 
of the pressing issues facing the state.  The fellowship also provided me with excellent experience managing 
conservation projects from start to finish.  My supervisor, Ben Lenth, has been an excellent mentor for me 
and I have gleaned much from his experience and wisdom.
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Conserving land that connects people to permanence

It’s a common refrain for those of us in conservation circles – how can we help people understand conservation 
when they can’t see it for themselves?  Most conservation easements take place on private land, sometimes 
in remote areas.  We all recognize that the best way to appreciate the accomplishments of conservation 
organizations is to see the land for yourself – to walk along the trails, to glimpse the big game, to see the water 
rushing through a valley.  This year, Colorado Open Lands will close on three easements that offer that public 
access, to help people truly connect with what we conserve.  

Easements with access for the public provide the tangible benefit of real uses: hunting, fishing, hiking, urban 
gardening.  But they also provide an intangible benefit arguably worth much more: connecting with, and 
understanding the importance of, the permanence of land conservation.  Colorado Open Lands alone holds 
easements on twenty-one properties with full public access, and another nine with limited access.  These 
properties are in eleven Colorado counties, and offer such diverse opportunities as hiking, camping, mountain 
biking, hunting, fishing, horseback riding, and boating.  The sum total is 3,035 acres of full access and an 
additional 18,460 with limited access!

Another benefit to public access easements is that they often present COL with opportunities to utilize creative 
funding solutions and build bridges with new partners.  Conserved properties with public access are most 
often owned by local municipalities, bringing us a bigger audience for our message and mission.  After all, 
Coloradans demand outdoor spaces for recreation.  In the 2015 Colorado College State of the Rockies report, 
90% of Coloradans said they live in our state because of our clean air, water, and environment.  Another 84%

P u b L i c  A c c e s s  e A s e m e N t s
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Pictured: The Bluff Park.  Photo by Bill Gillette.

and 89% respectively said they reside here due to the ability to live near, recreate on and enjoy public lands 
like national parks and forests, and the healthy, outdoor lifestyle Colorado provides.  

Finally, 68% of respondents  - the highest of any state surveyed – say we ought to continue to protect natural areas 
and wildlife habitat.  If Colorado Open Lands can play a part in giving our citizens what they desire, we advance 
our strategic goals of connecting with people to maximize permanent land conservation.  Read on for an overview 
of the three 2015 projects that provide full or limited public access.

The Bluff Park 

On August 27th, it became official: five spectacular acres treasured by residents and visitors of Westcliffe alike 
became permanently protected as public open space, through a partnership between Colorado Open Lands 
which holds the easement, San Isabel Land Protection Trust (SILPT) which owns the land, and the Town of 
Westcliffe which maintains the park, as well as the adjacent parcels to the north and south.  

The land was donated to SILPT by local residents Dick and Audrey Stermer.  Mr. Stermer remarked, “The 
park is a window overlooking our valley’s ranching heritage.  It provides views to thousands of conserved 
acres in the foreground, with the Sangre de Cristo Wilderness Area providing a breathtaking backdrop.”  He 
added, “SILPT now has the potential to showcase their work from a very accessible public park.”
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Rio Grande Healthy Living Park

Offering Rio Grande River frontage and a half-mile of trail connectivity, not to mention urban gardening 
plots for local Guatemalan nationals, the Rio Grande Healthy Living Park is a treasured feature of the City 
of Alamosa.  The property boasts excellent flood plain soils and a 1 cubic foot per second of Rio Grande 
River water right, scenic views visible from two Colorado highways (as well as from adjacent public land), 
and riparian and wetland wildlife habitat to many fish and avian species, including American bald eagle 
and osprey. A public access trail easement along the Rio Grande will be conveyed to the City of Alamosa for 
public recreation.

The Healthy Living Park is another wonderful example of public access easements promoting partnerships: 
the property was purchased by the Trust for Public Land with funding from Great Outdoors Colorado and 
the LOR Foundation.  The Trust for Public Land will simultaneously convey the property to The San Luis 
Valley Local Foods Coalition, a trail access easement to the City of Alamosa, and a conservation easement to 
Colorado Open Lands, to ensure its permanent protection.  The San Luis Valley Local Foods Coalition will 
continue to work with the Guatemalan community to farm the property and is working to build a hub which 
will include a commercial kitchen.  

An Alamosa resident points out his garden plot in the 
park.

The garden is irrigated by gravity-fed ditches.
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Woodard Ranch

Located about 1.25 hours east of Denver, this was a critical property to conserve, as the metro area has been 
slowly moving east and taking a toll on farmland.  As of this spring, a conservation easement held by COL 
protects 2,934 acres of short grass prairie, ponderosa pine woodlands, and grazing and cropland, while also 
protecting nearly four miles of the Middle Bijou Creek Corridor.  A public access easement held by Colorado 
Parks and Wildlife will allow the public to enjoy limited hunting rights throughout the year, giving priority to 
wounded warriors, women, and children.  In addition, by permission, the family will allow the Audubon Society 
to have guided bird and study tours.  

This project is particularly  noteworthy due to its close proximity to other conserved lands.  Just adjacent to 
the Woodard Ranch is the Jumping Cow Ranch State Wildlife Area.  This protected property of approximately 
24,000 acres also abuts numerous State Land Board lands.  All together, the protection of the Woodard Ranch 
contributes to nearly 30,000 acres of protected eastern plains, which is critical to wildlife and the future of 
farming in our state.  

Family members and conservation partners at the project closing. Middle Bijou Creek
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t h i s t L e :  F r i e N d s  A N d  F o e s
Over the first seven years of 
my career in natural resources 
and conservation I’ve found 
a theme I did not expect: 
the management of noxious 
weeds takes up a lot of time, 
and significant amounts 
of funding. From my first 
job forward, I have spent 
significant time identifying, 
cutting down, and spraying 
noxious weeds. For those 

familiar with the subject, you know that they haunt you 
as you see them on the side of the road, or notice a patch 
while camping. If you are at it long enough, they’re all 
you see - talk about taking your work home with you! 

These noxious weeds have lead to 
declines in some native species due to 
their similarity to the invasive ones. 
Canada thistle, musk thistle, Scotch 
thistle, bull thistle, and plumeless 
thistle are all identified as noxious 
weeds by the Colorado Commissioner 
of the Department Of Agriculture. 
These species are capable of 
impacting productive farm and ranch 
land through their ability to adapt to 
disturbed environments, as well as 
their robustness compared to native 
plants. They can impact the ecological 
function of a landscape by taking over 
and out-competing native vegetation. 
Most often they are managed by 
integrated pest management that 
involves chemical, mechanical, and 
bio control eradication efforts.

However, there are also native thistles 
to Colorado that provide important 
food sources to wildlife are key to 
pollinator ecology, and are overall 
important to ecological function. 
There are more than twenty thistle 
species native to Colorado, two of 
which grow only in Colorado, and 
many of them look very similar to 
the noxious thistle species described 
above. Often, native species have 
a paler purple flower pigment 

compared to the brighter pinks and purples of their  
noxious counterparts. Native species are typically more 
solitary and tend not to dominate a habitat. In the field, 
I don’t see native thistles spreading aggressively as 
noxious thistles tend to.

I understand the eradication of noxious weeds as 
they can cause major problems to not only ecological 
function but economic prosperity. However, there is a 
misconception that all thistle species are bad, even in 
the field of natural resources. This can lead to the pulling 
and spraying of native species that are important to the 
ecosystem and the species that depend upon them. So, 
let’s work “smarter, not harder” and if you see what you 
think may be a noxious thistle, take a moment to identify 
if it truly is or if it is a native that will actually help to 
combat noxious weeds taking over native vegetation. 

Photos by Tyler D. Johnson

Noxious Musk Thistle

Native Wavyleaf Thistle

By Mari Johnson
Conservation Project Manager
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A FAmiLy oF coNservAtioNists

COL: Tell us about your family history as it relates to Colorado. 
Rob Deline: We’re very lucky to have a multi-generational farming and 
ranching business. I’ve been able to work with my family every day since I 
started as the scale boy at the wheat farm.  My family came to Colorado in 
the early 20th century to build roads and began acquiring farms and ranches. 
In the fifties, my grandparents bought an irrigated farm in Weld county 
and built a thoroughbred breeding farm. As the area grew with increasing 
development pressure, our family decided to put a conservation easement on 
the farm in partnership with Colorado Open Lands.

COL: How did your family history with the land impact you growing up?
Bobby Deline: We have a proud family history. I grew up in Denver but got to be 
a cowboy when we had work to do. It gave me a unique perspective on country 
life and city life, and the importance of maintaining both.

COL: What are the biggest challenges facing Colorado over the next twenty years?
RD: Making sure people understand the concept of perpetuity. We’ll begin seeing more and more conserved 
properties turn over to new generations or transferred to new owners. That’s a unique challenge for Colorado 
Open Lands, to keep the conservation values intact and share the vision of the original conservators with the 
future generations.
BD: Urban sprawl and development, especially for properties close to large metropolitan areas. It will be harder 
to convince agricultural landowners not to sell or develop their land because everyone wants to move here.
RD: One of the things that Colorado Open Lands is doing that addresses this, and it is a part of our strategic 
plan, is to identify the jewels of conservation values in the urban corridors and work to protect them. 

COL: What do you wish people knew about being a landowner that they probably don’t know?
BD: Farmers and ranchers are at the forefront of conservation and sustainability. They have the most invested 
in working hard to sustain their properties for future generations..
RD: I agree. I think that the private landowner is the true conservationist. I see farmers and ranchers using 
conservation practices and working on projects to improve their land all of the time.

COL: What’s your favorite ‘Colorado moment’?
RD: It was in the summer of 2013 on the Roundup Ride in the Flat Tops. We were on Blair Mountain and came 
upon a field of wildflowers at their peak that must have been two miles wide and five miles long. It was like riding 
into heaven!

4th and 5th generation Coloradans 
Rob and Bobby Deline

Rob Deline is a COL Board Member; he, son Bobby, and their family 
are members of the COL Conservators Society. The Delines are multi-
generational conserved property owners, as well as generous donors. 

Summer 2013 Roundup Ride. Photo by Chip Bromfield.
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c o N s e r v e d  c o L o r A d o  i s  L i v e !
This year, Colorado Open Lands debuted a program 
designed to bring food, products and experiences 
offered by the owners of conserved Colorado lands 
direct to consumers.  This project was created thanks 
to the generous in-kind contribution of thoughtbot – a 
world leader in tech development.  

In March of this year, thoughtbot launched a contest 
coined Cultivate Colorado, which offered Colorado 
nonprofit organizations a chance to bring a technology 
product to market in partnership with the firm, a 
prize worth up to $150,000 of product development.  
COL’s project was selected from a pool of over forty 
applicants. 

“We wanted to give back to the Colorado community 
that welcomed us a few years ago and has helped us 
grow locally. COL’s project was in line with our goal 
of using technology to solve a difficult issue facing 
Colorado in a sustainable way and helping others be 
successful in a state that has helped us do the same,” 
said Andrew Cohen, thoughtbot Design Director.

The application, dubbed Conserved Colorado, is a statewide directory of goods and experiences 
offered by the owners of conserved land.  The offerings range from hunting and fishing expeditions, 
to farm dinners and private events, to fresh local produce and grass-fed beef.   COL President and 
CEO Tony Caligiuri remarks, “those that have conserved their privately-owned land have given 
the state a tremendous gift.  Using the Conserved Colorado directory is a great way to meet your 
neighbors, support your local economy, and thank these landowners for their investment in the future 
of Colorado.”

“We are proud to be a part of Conserved Colorado,” said Justin and Sheryl Walker, managers of the 
Pine Cliff Ranch in Sedalia, whose premium, grass-finished beef is featured in the directory.  “It’s a 
great way for consumers to connect with producers like us who have made long-term commitments 
to the health and sustainability of our lands.”

Visit www.ConservedColorado.org today!

What can you find in 
Conserved Colorado?

23 ranchers selling beef

13 farms and orchards offering  

fresh or dried produce

16 places to hunt or fish

9 spots to enjoy farm fresh dining

23 farm or ranch tours

4 vintners of Colorado wine

and much more!
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thoughtbot Development Director Desi McAdam 
with COL Director of Programs Jordan Vana at the 
Conserved Colorado launch
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t h e  Q  F o r  c o N s e r vA t i o N

On September 24, 2015, Colorado Open Lands celebrated its ninth annual “Q for Conservation” at the History 
Colorado Center.  The evening featured the presentation of our Champions of the Land Award to Harris 
D. Sherman, and ended with a dynamic keynote speech and performance from the Rolling Stones’ Chuck 
Leavell.   The Champion of the Land Award was established to recognize influential individuals who have 
demonstrated leadership, foresight and a strong land ethic, resulting in lasting impacts on our state.  Harris 
was introduced with a moving  video and tributes from his friends Hon. Dick Lamm, Hon. Ken Salazar, and 
Gail Klapper.  When he took the stage, he reminded us all of the awakening of the conservation movement in 
the 70s, and how we still have much to accomplish today.  

Chuck Leavell then took the stage, captivating the audience of 380 attendees with tales of life in the slow lane 
and the fast lane, describing time on his 3,000 acre tree farm, and adventures with thousands of fans while on 
tour.  Chuck concluded his presentation with a moving duet performance with Harris of “Ashokan Farewell.” 
Did you miss the event?  Check out great photos, and two videos produced for Colorado Open Lands by our 
friends at Rocky Mountain PBS on our website, under Q for Conservation.

The Q for Conservation is supported by many individuals and corporations.  Their generous contributions 
helped us to exceed our goal for a challenge grant put forth by Dick and Audrey Stermer and the L.P. Brown 
Foundation.  Please see the list of sponsors and lead contributors on our website.  Thank you all for an 
amazing 2015 Q, and we look forward to seeing you next year!
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wAys to suPPort coLorAdo 
oPeN LANds this giviNg seAsoN

Check or money order
Send a check or money order, made payable to Colorado Open Lands, to our offices at 355 
S. Teller St., Suite 210, Lakewood, CO 80226.

Give online
Visit www.ColoradoOpenLands.org to make an immediate gift or a contribution in honor 
or memory of a loved one.

Shop on Amazon Smile
Did you know that you can give back to Colorado Open Lands with every purchase you 
make on Amazon.com? It won’t cost you a penny extra! When you shop at AmazonSmile, 
Amazon donates 0.5% of the purchase price to Colorado Open Lands. Go to smile.amazon.
com and start giving today!

Appreciated Stock
When you give appreciated stock, you make a gift that is immediately translated into cash to 
fund the critical land protection, stewardship, and leadership programs that you love. And, 
did you know that capital gain taxes are avoided when you contribute long term capital gain 
assets directly to a charity?

Questions?
Call Brandy Bertram at 303.988.2373 ext. 222 today to learn how easy it is to make a gift of 
appreciated stock, set up monthly giving, participate in employee philanthropy, or join our 
Conservators Society!

Conservators  soC iety  founding  members
sue ansChutz-rodgers

the deline family
the fulenwider family

dr. ben & Jean galloway
martin & mythily herz
Pete & lindsey leavell

will morgan
Paul PhilliPs & susan zimmermann

daniel Pike 
douglas & hazel stevens PriCe

koger & marCie ProPst
daniel l. ritChie

brian ross
william dean singleton
diCk & audrey stermer
Pamela & bob troyer

bill vollbraCht



DR. DONALD APTEkAR
RyE AuSTIN

INGRID  BARRIER
CAROLyN BuRR

RuSSELL CALDWELL
ROB DELINE

WENDELL FLEMING
REBECCA FRANk

FORD FRICk
LARRy HAuSERMAN

CHARLIE kuRTz
PETE LEAVELL
WILL MORGAN

PAuL PHILLIPS
CHARLIE RuSSELL

TIM SCHuLTz
WES SEGELkE
ROD SLIFER

DICk STERMER
BOB TROyER

BILL VOLLBRACHT
JENNIFER WEDDLE
ROLAND WILLIAMS
JOHN WOODARD
RuTH WRIGHT

boArd oF  directors

  355 SOuTH TELLER STREET, #210
  LAkEWOOD, CO 80226

   WWW.ColoradooPenlands.org  •  303.988.2373

c o L o r A d o  g i v e s  d A y  i s  d e c e m b e r  8 !
For one day, December 8th, your online donation receives an added boost from the Community First Foun-
dation in honor of Colorado Gives Day! Make sure you schedule your Colorado Gives Day donation, starting 

November 1st, at www.coloradogives.org/ColoradoOpenLands. 

And, be sure to join us from 4:00pm – 7:00pm on December 8th at the Renaissance Denver Downtown 
City Center Hotel for complimentary cocktails and hors d’oeuvres as we celebrate the generous donors who 

make our Colorado Gives Day a success!

See you online at www.coloradogives.org/ColoradoOpenLands, and on December 8th!

p r e f e r  t o  r e c e i v e  t h i s  p u b l i c at i o n  e l e c t r o n i c a l ly ?
Great!  Send your request to Leslie Volkar at lvolkar@ColoradoOpenLands.org


