
Imperial
1800s-1900s

By Chase B.

Do you know what the reasons 
are for U.S. imperialism in Latin 
America? The reasons for impe-
rialism were natural recourses, 
economics, disadvantages and 
advantages. 
First, natural resources in Lat-
in America made the countries 
targets for economic dependence 
called “Free Trade Imperialism”. 
Britain and the United States 
built railroads to move the 
agricultural and mineral wealth 
in Latin America to the markets 
within the United States. The 
products that were transported 
at this time were: sugar cane, 
coffee, corn, potatoes, wheat, and 
grapes. Sugar became one of the 
most transported crops in Latin 
America along with coffee. They 
also transported soybeans, cop-
per, beef, natural gas, petroleum, 
and transport equipment.
Second, Europe penetrated South 
America with investments, trade, 
and immigration. Europe invest-

ed in Latin American businesses 
to gain land ownership, money 
and power. European powers 
used financial power to “pierce“ 
Latin America but avoid from 
“tottering conquest”. The Monroe 
doctrine prohibits Europeans in-
vading the Western Hemisphere. 
The United States was omniscient 
prying into the political and eco-
nomic affairs in Latin America. 
Latin America was very rich in 
resources, countries with newly 
gained independence, and an 
area that needed money to mod-
ernize and industrialize.
Third, “in the aftermath of Euro-
pean imperialism, rebellion, and 
U.S. economic imperialism, many 
countries had been left with 
decentralized and corrupt gov-
ernments”. Also, U.S. essentially 
bribed politicians with the mind-
set to unite countries like Mexico, 
Panama and Cuba. It brought 
imperialism is and was most 
thought about as the root cause 
for many modern day problems 
in Latin and South America. For 
example, there was a Spanish 

expedition that discovered Latin 
America; most of the colonies 
founded there belonged to Spain. 
“Many of the Spanish colonies 
gained independence during 
events like the Haitian Revolu-
tion.” The Caribbean was next to 
being independent. Some of the 
countries in the Caribbean were 
Jamaica, Haiti and Bahamas.
Fourth, The advantage econom-
ically and political during this 
time were geared to the United 
States. The United States paid and 
supplied the materials, economic 
and craftsmen for the construc-
tion of the railroad network 
that connects modern Latin 
America today.” Although they 
funded these projects only to 
help move out natural resources 
from the interior of countries, the 
railroads have had a profound 
impact on these Latin American 
nations by connecting all the 
regions.” The “New Imperialism” 
was beneficial to both sides in-
volved. They managed to run the 
completed rail networks and in 
return for the valuable contribu-

tions Britain and the U.S. made, 
they were rewarded with political 
influence and also land such as 
the Panama Canal.
Finally, the United States saw 
Latin America as a gold mine 
to which they found recourses 
for its factories and consumers, 
but it took a different approach 
to reaching these goods. They 
used railroads to connect the 
interior of countries in Latin and 
South American port cities. My 
thoughts about this acquisition 
appears to be more bad came 
from these historical times. That’s 
how we ended up were we are 
today with the political climate 
today in Latin America.
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By Omar O.

I sit and think sometimes and 
ask myself why does the world 
evolve around money? I started 
to realize that with money you 
feel powerful and power with-
out love is reckless and abusive. 
If I ever have a great amount of 
money, I will use it to help people 
in my community feel like they 
are loved. In this essay, I will 
give you reasons why the United 
States colonized Latin America 
and how their vision was affected 
by money and power.
 It began in the late 1800s, 
when the U.S and Europe were 
purchasing many goods from 
Latin America. Europeans and 
Americans began to invest in 
Latin America. Latin American 
governments assumed it was a 
good idea to accept non-nation-
als to buy properties and spend 
money in their countries. Europe 
and the United states loaned 
money to some Latin Ameri-
can countries and they used the 
money to make public improve-
ments as well as to improve their 
army and navy. There were times 
when a country would not pay 
back its loans and foreign banks 
and political leaders directed 
ships and troops to invade the 
nation to pay. 
 Second, the United States 
became deeply involved in Latin 
America when tension between 
Spain and Cuba arose. Many 
Americans were alarmed because 
they owned businesses in Cuba. 
The U.S saw the Spaniards as a 
threat to their society, so they 
helped Cuba get their indepen-
dence. War was declared in 1898 
and with Cuban help the U.S 
quickly defeated the Spanish. 
According to the peace Treaty of 
Paris, Spain gave up its claim to 
Cuba and also handed the U.S 
other colonies such as: Philip-
pines, Guam, and Puerto Rico, 
which became a common wealth 
of the United States. After the 
war, American troops controlled 

Cuba and two years later, the U.S 
allowed Cuba to elect their own 
government. The Platt Amend-
ment said that Cuba could not 
handover any land except to the 
United States. It also gave the U.S 
the right to intervene in Cuba 
whenever they thought that their 
government was unstable.
 Third, another example 
of Imperialism in Latin Ameri-
ca, included when war was first 
starting in the Caribbean Sea. 
American battleships had to 
go around all of South Ameri-
ca from the Pacific coast. This 
distance was about 13,000 miles 
and the U.S realized they had a 
problem and figured they would 
either have to build two navies 
or find a quicker way to move 
ships between the Atlantic Ocean 
and the Pacific Ocean. Ameri-
cans decided they would build 
a large canal that runs through 
the Isthmus of Panama but they 
needed approval from Colombia, 
which controlled Panama at the 
time. The Colombian govern-
ment did not like the idea and 
did not approve of it. Panama-
nians and Americans became 
infuriated and some corporate 
managers from Panama guided 
an insurgency to gain indepen-
dence from Colombia. American 
naval powers thwarted Colombia 
from putting down the revolt in 
Panama; the revolution succeed-
ed and in 1903 the new govern-
ment gave the United States the 
right to build the canal. The canal 
later became a water route that 
allowed ships from every nation 
to travel from the Atlantic Ocean 
to the Pacific Ocean in a shorter 
amount of time; ships pay a toll 
to pass. The Panama Canal was 
a great achievement in engineer-
ing and opened in 1914. The 
United States built the canal and 
controlled a ten-mile-wide zone 
around the canal. 
 Fourth, throughout 
the period of colonization, the 

greatest unrest in Latin America 
occurred in Mexico. A Mexican 
dictator for 30 years; Porfirio 
Diaz allowed foreign corpora-
tions to take many of Mexico’s 
environmental supplies. He also 
let wealthy Mexicans control 
much of the country’s land. In 
1910, Diaz detained Francisco 
Indalecio Madero, his adversary 
for the presidency, but when that 
happened, it caused a popular 
rebellion against Porfirio’s rule in 
Mexico. This ruthless rebellion 
spread throughout the country 
and became a revolt against the 
government. Madero’s supporters 
soon brought him to power in 
1913 but one of his associates; 
Victoriano Huerta betrayed 
him and snatched control of the 
government. Madero was taken 
hostage and shot. His murder 
caused more rebellion but this 
time Venustiano Carranza led a 
revolt against Huerta that ulti-
mately developed into a vicious 
civil war. The Mexican civil war 
went on for several years and 
over one million lives were lost. 
However the goal was to return 
the land to local compesinos. 
Peasants from Mexico wanted 
their land back and their leader 
Emiliano Zapata encouraged 
them to fight for it. Now, Amer-
icans who owned property and 
businesses in Mexico were very 
concerned by the war’s threat to 
their investments. The continu-
ing conflict also frightened the 
thousands of Americans who 
lived there and they expected 
President Woodrow Wilson to 
send troops to Mexico. Wilson 
did not want to cause conflict 
between the U.S and Mexico so 
instead he decided to delay and 
see what happened. Some United 
States soldiers were arrested in 
Mexico in 1914 then they decid-
ed to act. Marines took control 
of Veracruz, which is an import-
ant port on the Gulf of Mexico. 
Huerta’s government soon went 
bankrupt with raw materials and 
money and Carranza’s forces 
took advantage and won the war.
 All in all, somebody will 
loan you money for you to start 
your own business. However, he 
will want more money in return 
for his investment. In the long 
run, politicians will expect more 
money to benefit them.  If you 
don’t pay, he will take your prop-
erty. Imperialism was a greedy 
action and the only reason they 
conquered land was because of 
money and more land to control 
in order to gain power. Wealthy 
people today, make decisions that 
also affect the average citizen. 
It seems that the decisions that 
people make in government 
really has no relevance to “Joe 

the Plumber,” nor do politicians 
consider the needs of the average 
worker. People in power only 
make decisions that benefit the 
ruling class. Feelings do not enter 
the decision. 
 



For the Pickings
By Jose R.

Did you hear about the European 
Countries in the 1850’s, “scram-
bling” for Colonies, and land 
holdings in Africa? The purpose 
of this essay is to describe the 
factors that exited in Africa which 
allowed several major European 
colonizers to annex land for their 
own self-interest namely; power 
and glory.
First, there were four major rea-
sons that Africa was “easy pick-
ings” for European nations. For 
example, Europeans looked for 
raw materials and new markets. 
For instance there were gold fields 
and diamond mines buried below 
the earth. The Europeans had a 
strong military since they had 
guns, something that the Africans 
did not have. African people had 
primitive weapons like; spears, 

bows arrows and wooden 
shields. The next factor 
that existed was racism. 
Many Europeans believed 
that they were better than 
other people. The beliefs 
that one race is superior 
than other races is related 
to “ Darwinism,” an atti-
tude that prevailed during 
this time. Finally, nation-
alism was demonstrated 
by aggressive action to acquire 
foreign lands in order to show 
“national strength” and pride. 
Second, new market places for Eu-
ropean manufactured goods were 
sought after, since Africans could 
not buy European products since 
they were too expensive. 
Third, Africa had a cheap labor 
supply. This means they had to 

hire Africans for very low pay. 
Fourth, another factor includ-
ed “the Berlin Conference of 
1884-which, allowed Europeans 
nations to establish 
rules for the division of Africa 
with little concern about how 
their actions would affect the Afri-
can people. 
Finally, I think that Africans were 
going through many difficult 

changes because the Europeans 
would not accept or respect their 
religion, language and culture. 
Africans were treated like sec-
ond-class citizens. They remained 
in poverty while under foreign 
control.

By Auhzaray F.

There are numerous ideas about 
the effects of imperialism on 
Africa. Some researchers view this 
subject in a positive light. Others 
believe the effect of imperialism 
had many drawbacks. I will dis-
cuss the benefits and consequenc-
es of imperialism in Africa. Many 
foreign countries thought they 
could benefit from Africa’s natural 
resources to feed, clothe, and in-
crease their wealth. Then the Afri-
cans had to face the consequences 
of imperialism, which was broken 
families, possible enemies of other 
tribes, and hard labor.

Foreign Imperialism in Africa 
resulted in many benefits for the 
foreign countries. During colo-
nialism Africans where producing 
gold, diamonds, and manufactur-
ing railroads. With the producing 
of all these goods the foreign 
countries thought this was truly a 
gift from god. Missionaries, doc-
tors, and colonial officials believed 
that they had a duty to spread 

               
what they saw as the blessings or 
western civilization, including 
medicine, law, technology, and the 
Christian religion to the natives. 
They wanted to westernize the 
natives. The westerner colonial 
powers felt the natives were not 
using their natural resources effec-
tively and they could and should 
use them for their industry. Colo-
nies would also provide important 
markets for their finished goods. 

The Colonial powers often saw no 
benefits in the language, culture, 
or religion of the native people. 
Boundaries between colonies, 
especially in Africa, were drawn 
based on treaties between the 
European colonial powers and 
did not take in into account 
cultural groups. The natives were 
not present when these treaties 
were drawn up or even taken into 
consideration. For example, no 
Africans were invited to the Berlin 
Conference even though it affect-
ed them. Tribes were sometimes 
cut between two colonies. The 
language of the colonial power 
became dominant language. As a 

result, millions of non-
westerners were robbed of their 
cultural heritage.

We bought the Filipinos for 
$20,000.00. Therefore, we hold 
these lies to be self-evident that all 
brown men are created unequal; 
that their buyers with certain un-
alienable wrongs that among these 
are death, captivity, and pursuit 
endow them. Those to secure 
these wrongs, governments are in-
stituted among Filipinos deriving 
their just powers from the consent 
of the undersigned. Old Daddy 
Washington is a has-been. 

The colonial powers brought 
Improvements in medicine and 
transportation (Steamboats and 
Railways). The colonies were un-
der the protection of their western 
militaries protected them from 
their rivals and protected them 
from being exploited by other 
colonial powers. They brought 
stability to the regions they 
conquered and stopped warfare 
between tribes and regions. The 
colonial powers introduced new 
technologies to the natives. Like 
electricity, and lights. The colonial 
powers improved communica-
tion by introducing the telegraph 
and postal system. Education was 
improved for the upper class in 
the country. This provided for a 
western-educated elite. The Euro-
peans brought improved farming 
methods.

 

Pride
By Jose Arturo M.

Africa was colonized by several 
European nations, because Euro-
peans sought to expand overseas 
not only for national security, but 
also only for a sense of identity 
and pride. Europeans had a strong 
and militaristic army and were 
ready to expand western civiliza-
tion into Africa, during the 1850’s. 
 Europeans divided the 
“confidents” into several colonies, 
because they thought they had the 
rights to divide Africa into colo-
nies. The French and the British 
were the first to move into North 
Africa. Both counties had a great 
interest in the Suez Canal for 
trade and business.
        Africa, by the early 1900’s was 
claimed by most European na-
tions except for Ethiopia Liberia. 
Europeans had a major interest in 
raw materials and infamous slave 
trade over seas markets. Between 
the 1800’s, European powers 
divided Africa among themselves 
without regard for native rights.
        Europeans felt paternal-
ism towards the Africa contents 
treating them the same way the 
parents guide their children! 
“Assimilations did not take place 
because among the Africans. They 
ended the slave trade in some ar-
eas.  Europeans built cities, roads, 
and railroads and brought new 
medicines and opened schools for 
the Africans.



By Alex C. 

Do you know what occurred in 
Latin America when it became 
colonized? First, one reason that 
Imperialism occurred in Latin 
America was the investment of 
funds that the United States fund-
ed and supplied materials such as, 
steel, wood, and railroad materials 
to develop and expand markets 
globally. People learned how to 
become entrepreneurs their own 
business. The United States also 
funded projects to help with sup-
plying the natural resources from 
inside the countries to the United 
States via railroad networks. These 
railroads would have an 

 impact on the Latin nations be                       
cause the railroads 
would be connected to the regions 
from within the country and glob-
ally.
 Second, after the Europe-
ans left, many countries were left 
decentralized and chaotic. Chaos 
caused corruption, which is the 
root cause for modern day prob-
lems in Latin and South America 
due to Imperialism. Also, the U.S 
essentially bribed the politicians to 
unite their country.
 Third, it took a different 
approach to attain the objectives 
to build and supply the demands 
for the markets, so the United 
States saw Latin America as a “gold 
mine” of natural resources. Latin 
America had many port cities that 
were designed to transport prod-
ucts to the United States. The U.S 
to connect countries and to trans-
port products back and fourth to 
the Untied States funded railroads; 
No steel or mechanical industries 
were in Latin America, so the U.S 
imported the equipment such as 
building materials, engineers, and 
managers to run the railroad net-
works that were completed by the 
United States and Great Britain.
 In Conclusion, The United 
States loaned money and supplied 
materials for the railroad networks 
in Latin America countries. The 

U.S also taught how to develop 
economic independence. The 
Europeans left many countries 
decentralized with corrupted 
governments and looked towards 
the United States for political and 
economic aid.
    

Exporting is a Benefit

By Salvador A.

In this article I will discuss impe-
rialism in Latin America, and why 
it was colonized? Starting with 
the Europeans attempted to steal 
their natural resources. Also how 
the French attempted to build the 
Panama Canal. 
 First, the European’s col-
onized Latin America. The Euro-
peans took Latin America natural 
resources and their land. Some of 
the resources that were stolen from 
Latin America were cooper, beef, 
natural gas, soybeans, petroleum, 
and sugar. The Americans stole 
natural resources to sell them for 
money. Latin America was colo-
nized for their natural resources 
and markets.
   Second, the French attempt 
to build the Panama Canal failed 
because the mosquitos stinted 
their workers. The workers started 
dying because mosquitos carried

 the yellow fever disease; many 
workers died from mosquitos 
break out. The French wanted to 
built it again but they didn’t have 
the money. So the United States 
decides to build the Panama Canal. 
They had money to build it. But 
the Panamas didn’t have their 
independence, so the U.S helped 
them and three days later the 
Panamas won their independence. 
The United States quickly signed a 
treaty with the Panamas. The treaty 
said that United States would build 
the canal and control a ten-mile 
zone around the canal. The U.S 
paid $10 million dollars and they 
would also pay $250,000 dollars 
every year.
 Third, some of the advan-
tages of imperialism were the U.S 
paid and supplied all nesecery 
materials. The railroads were very 
useful because Latin America 
move out natural resources into 
other countries. The disadvantages 
of imperialism were many coun-
tries have been left decentralized 
and corrupt government, prof-
it-mined, landowners, and politi-
cians.
 Overall, I feel that Latin 
America benefited from imperial-
ism because the U.S built the Pana-
ma Canal in order to make it easier 
to export out natural resources.                                                                                     

By Delawrence C.

A long time ago during the 
1850’s , The Western Euro-
pean nations begun taking 
over foreign lands which is 
called “Imperialism”. It is 
my intention to discuss the 
story on Imperialism and its 
effects in Africa during the 
1850’s.
 Europeans saw an 
Opportunity to add land 
to their empire and took it 
over for power and glory 
as well as money and land, 
For Example France And, 
Great Britain took control 
over North Africa. Italy 
took control over libye and 
a small patron of Somalia, 

Meanwhile while that was 
taking place Germany were 
gaining there territory in 
Central, Southern and east-
ern Africa.
 When the Europe-
ans counties France and 
Great Britain took control 
over Africa France was still 
working on an unfinished 
Canel Called the Suelz canel 
which were later bought 
by Britain which gave the 
Britains the upper hand to 
transfer goods and Bring 
there military and there 
Industrial Revolutions tools 
which were machine guns 
and many more weapons 
that left the Africans pow-
erless because at this time 

when foreign counties were 
using firearms they were 
still using Rocks, shooting 
allows and many more  .
 The Colonial powers 
were to give Africa a more 
structure political system 
and an Organized govern-
ment but as time past it 
was an drought in Africa 
which left many people to 
survive by any means to 
live in poverty and to be 
hungry the nationalism had 
caused many Wars because 
of the imperialism of taking 
control of Africa some of 
the Revolution were positive 
and some were negative.
 Africa will never 
be the same from its Raw 

materials that got control by 
the Europeans. Which were 
Diamonds and gold which 
eventually turned into mon-
ey the colonies took advan-
tage of exporting raw ma-
terials as cheap as possible 
and sold them for as much 
money they could get this 
Abused all the rights Africa 
had and it was noting they 
could have done because 
they were none control by a 
government that didn’t even 
know anything about their 
country.



    

By Zacarias E.

       Why did imperialism start in 
Africa? The reason imperialism 
took place in Africa was Money, 
Racism, Nationalism, and Social 
Darwinism. I will be explaining 
why imperialism happened in Af-
rica, why Europeans need money, 
and raw materials from Africans.
     The reason for the spread 
of Imperialism has to do with 

money. Europeans thought by 
taxing Africans they could make 
even more money. They made the 
Africans work on railroads to get 
all the raw materials they had in 
Africa. The Europeans found out 
that Africa had lots of diamonds 
so they took all their diamonds for 
themselves depriving them of their 
wealth. From this another thing 
came, racism.
     The second thing that            

happened during imperialism in 
Africa was racism. Racism was a 
big thing back then between races. 
European were racist to the Af-
ricans because they thought they 
were better then them. There were 
lots of other different reasons, 
why? Because Europeans thought 
they were the first race to exist. 
Another reason is that they hated 
Africans because they had better 
things then the Europeans had but 
the Africans had not discovered 
them yet.
       After racism came Nation-
alism which was the third thing 
that happened during imperial-
ism. Nationalism is when another 
country shows how powerful there 
are compares to other countries 
like Africa. Europe show how they 
control Africa by manipulating 
there minds. They also used weap-
ons to control how they want to 
live now so they changed their life 
style. Europeans saw an opportu-
nity in Africa so they went over to 
show them how power of a coun-
try they are. It was a good and a 
bad thing for the countries, good 
for Europeans and bad for Africa.
     The final thing that took place 
in relation to imperialism in Af-
rica was Social Darwinism. Social 
Darwinism is an idea that came 
from Charles Darwin. Charles 
says, “Brits are the first race in the 
world, and the more of the world 

we inhabit, the better it is for the 
human race”. He’s saying that the 
more of land they take over its 
better for them as a race not car-
ing what happens to other races. 
Europeans thought that Africa 
was weak country so thought they 
can help them survive. Africa was 
a normal country that lived well 
until other people made them live 
a different way.
     In conclusion I explained what 
happen when imperialism took 
place in Africa.  The four things 
that occurred in Africa were 
Racism, nationalism, and Social 
Darwinism. During the process 
they left Africa in poverty and in 
poor conditions.

            
By Michael M.

 Imperialism changed 
Africa in so many ways due to 
imperialism. Imperialism in Afri-
ca was both beneficial and con-
sequential. Africa had benefits as 
well as consequences from Impe-
rialism, some of the benefits that 
Africa had was that colonialism 
reduced local warfare. Imperial-
ism also improved sanitation and 
provided hospitals and schools. 
The lifespans and literacy rates 
also improved from the impact 
of imperialism in Africa. African 
products also came to be valuable 
on the international market.
      Even though Africa was being 
colonized it wasn’t all-negative 
because their economy expanded 
due to imperialism. Africa had 
many natural resources, but also 
many things were built during 
that time such as railroads, dams, 
telephone lines and telegraph 
lines were also being built to 
improve quality of life. Africa 
has improved in many ways both 
good and bad due to imperialism. 
Even though Africa ended up be-
ing a colonized country they also 
received many benefits.
      On the other hand Africa also 
had consequences from imperi-
alism. One of the consequences 

was that the 
African natives 
lost control of 
their land and 
independence. 
This meant that 
Africa would 
be sharing their 
resources that 
came from their 
land with the 
colonizers. Col-
onizers were also 
using African 
natives as slaves. 
In addition im-
perialism caused 
many people to 
come to Africa 
witch meant 
outsiders brought diseases to the 
African lands. One of the dis-
eases that was brought to Africa 
was small pox, many people died 
because of this disease.
      The African natives also tried 
resisting imperialism but the 
colonizers had more advanced 
weapons than the Africans. The 
Africans natives where still using 
bow and arrows, they didn’t 
have a chance against Germany’s 
high-powered machine guns.
Thousands of Africans lost their 

lives trying to fight imperialism 
but failed and eventually Africa 

became a colonized country.
      Imperialism on Africa had 
a major effect on the African 
natives and their land. Africa 
had a major break down on their 
traditional cultures. This basi-
cally destroyed Africa and their 
system. In addition this replaced 
Africa’s authority in their land. 
Many African men were forced 
to leave their villages in order to 
find ways to support themselves 
and their families. This was how 
Africa survived imperialism it 
was really depressing 

for the African natives but 
they had to get used to the new   

changes that imperialism brought 
to their land. This was the effect 
of imperialism on Africa and the 
negative effects that imperialism 
brought to their country.



 
Diaz the Revolutionary

By Francisco L.

Porfirio Diaz was both a soldier 
and President of Mexico who 
established a strong centralized 
state that he held under firm 
control for more than 30years! 
He also trained for the priest-
hood but upon the outbreak of 
war with the United States he 
joined the army. The Mexican 
government became encum-
bered with great debt and had 
very little cash reserves, when 
Diaz came to power. He en-
couraged foreign investment in 

order to get out of “enslaved debt.”
          Diaz major contribution was 

helping many Mexican industries 
to provide jobs for his citizens. 
He was not an economist, “but 
his two principal advisers, Matias 
Romero and Jose Y. Limantour 
were responsible for the influx 
of foreigners.” They had to build 
railroads and bridges, dig mines, 
and irrigate fields. “Mexico’s new 
wealth however, was not dis-
tributed throughout the country 
because most of the profits went 
abroad or stayed in the hands of a 
very few wealthy Mexicans.”
           Diaz was considered a revo-
lutionary because he jailed Fran-
cisco Indalecio Madero, his op-
ponent, for the presidency. When 
that happened, a popular rebellion 

against the rule of Diaz broke out 
in Mexico. The rebellion quickly 
spread throughout the country 
and soon a civil broke out.
         

      

By Luis C. 

Imperialism changed Latin Amer-
ica because their natural resources 
made them a target for stronger 
and more powerful countries to 
try and take them over. Impe-
rialism in Latin America came 
with benefits and consequences. 
The U.S saw Latin America as a 
“goldmine” of resources for its 
factories and entrepreneurs. The 
U.S funded railroads to connect 
interior markets that were devel-
oped within the interior of the 
country. Latin America supported 
the intentions of the U.S because 
it increased their popularity and 
wealth. The rich natural resources 
were attractive to the U.S markets 
that sought raw materials trial 
economic .  America sought to get 
control of the Panama Canal for 
an easier way to navigate through 
central America. One of these rea-
sons included increased the speed 
from Panama exports to Ameri-
ca. Another reason, was that the 
officials of America thought that 
the canal would speed up the navy, 
from Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean. 
They looked at the canal as a profit 
because foreign customers would 

have to pay a toll just to past 
through the canal, this provided 
several economic advantages. 
         The factor that contributed to 
the colonization of Latin America 
was the Spanish-American war. 
That war had took place was in 
1898 . It had all started with the 
Cubans being upset that they were 
under Spanish rule. There was a 
rebel that failed , and many Amer-
icans believed that Cuba should 
be free. This caused tension to 
become very high in 1898, which 
ended up to end in war. Spain gave 

Cuba their independence to them.
         America looked at Latin 
America as a gold mine. Theodore 
Roosevelt said “That if the inde-
pendence of any country in the 
Western Hemisphere were in dan-
ger the U.S. would not let another 
country enter”. The U.S. would 
make sure any outstanding loans 
that Latin Americans owed would 
be repaid. The Roosevelt Corollary  
reinforced the Monroe Doctrine . 
         When Theodore Roosevelt 
became president , the U.S. ,he 
reinforced and use the Corollary to 
become a First rate world power.  

The Corollary warned any Europe-
an power to keep out the U.S. out 
of the Western Hemisphere.  The 
president enforced his corollary 
diminish European nations power 
within the Western Hemisphere, 
he was successful .
         American economic power 
meant that the U.S. could con-
trol the affairs of the Europeans 
nations . The Dollar Diplomacy 
Policy,  was accepted by the an-
ti-imperialist while also provid-
ing additional control over other 
countries . This policy encouraged 
the growth of Latin America , 
businesses in Latin America , 
and American investments , land 
holdings while increasing U.S. in 
the  region.
   

Carry a Big Stick
By  Lawrence H.

Do you know how imperialism 
impacted Latin America? The 
Spanish American War was won 
by the United States because Spain 
was trying to use its power to try 
to control Latin American coun-
tries. In this essay, I will explain 
the reasons why the United States 
was colonizing Latin America. Lat-
in America had to gain indepen-
dence, which means they wanted a 
self- government. 

   First, the Spanish people 
wanted their businesses to be 
protected from being controlled 
by outside European countries, 
so the Americans who owned 
land in Latin America created a 
stable government for businesses 
to flourish. The United States 
protected this area of the world 

because Latin America had raw 
materials. The United States had 
the natural resources that the Latin 
Americans needed for producing 
factory products. 
 Second, the lack of money 
due to the war debt was a problem 
in Latin America. However, Latin 
America was rich in natural re-
sources. Oil was used for the war. 
When Latin America was in debt 
and didn’t have money and needed 
some assistance, they often bor-
rowed from Spain. After the Span-
ish American War ended, Spain 

would aggressively enter Colombia 
to get them to repay the loans. To 
stop this aggressive action, Teddy 
Roosevelt wrote his Corollary and 
said, “Walk softly and Carry the 
Big Stick.”
 Third, the foreign policy 
of the United States was to invest 
money in Latin American busi-
nesses. The investment was to help 
the people of Latin America by 
building support for bridges and 
roads, schools, and hospitals. Only 
the wealthy nations were able to 
make loans for these improvement 
after the war. The wealthy coun-
tries had high interest rates yield-
ing enormous profits. When the 
Spanish American War ended a lot 
of countries couldn’t pay off loans 
because they were in enormous 
debt. Spain tried securing their 
loans forced by military entering 
Colombia. The U.S. stopped that 

effort. Money had an economic 
interest while the power they and 
strategic interest. Money and pow-
er were the two main objectives for 
the United States.
 Fourth, The United States 
the Panama Canal, which was used 
as a short cut to transport goods. 
The French tried to build the 
canal once before, but then failed 
and the United States succeeded 
with the Panama Canal Project. 
The United States paid 10 million 
dollars with a rent payment of 
$250,000 a year to the people. 
 In the final analysis, the 
Americans had many motives for 
Panamanian. Colonization Mon-
ey and power with economic and 
strategic interest reassured the 
United States protection for Amer-
ican businesses, a stable govern-
ment and private land ownership 
security. 



By Raul S.

One positive effect of Imperial-
ism is the building of the railroad 
system in Latin America. For 
example, during the construction 
of the railroad it created many 
jobs for Latin Americans. Along 
with transportation, completion 
of the railroad allowed for quicker 
trade routes for buying and selling 
products, The Spanish-America 
war allowed the United States to 
collect debts from the countries 
they exiled from Latin America. 
 Second, during my study of 
Imperialism I found that many of 
the countries in Latin America and 
Central America were possessed 
in enormous war debts or repara-
tions. One of the main issues was 
the unpaid debt left over from the 
Spanish-American War in 1898. 
The Spaniards violated the Roo-
sevelt corollary which stated “No 
European countries were allowed 
to intervene in Latin America.” The 

Spaniards tried to colonize Co-
lombia. President Roosevelt used 
the Big Stick Diplomacy policy 
that stated, “The readiness to use 
military force if necessary.” In this 
case, military force was necessary. 
The US army would be called into 
Colombia to suppress the 

possibility of war. 
 Third, on the other hand, 
the United States and Latin Ameri-
ca both benefited from the railroad 
system because for the United 
States, it made money and also 
they could transport the goods 
from Central and Latin America, 

and for Latin America, it creat-
ed an easy and assessable form 
of transportation. However, one 
consequence they both suffer is 
that the United States and Latin 
America went to war with Spain 
and there were voluminous of ca-
sualties on both sides. On the other 
hand, the United States and Latin 
America benefited from the Pana-
ma Canal because now the United 
Sates could take shortcuts from a 
13,000-mile journey to a 7,000-
mile journey, and it also charged 
tolls and increase trading among 
the global countries. 
 Finally, there were numer-
ous benefits and consequences in 
Latin America do to Imperialism. 
One example was the building 
of the railroad system and the 
building of the Panama Canal to 
President Roosevelt supporting 
the Monroe Doctrine and adding 
the “Big Stick Diplomacy” policy 
within Roosevelt corollary.

 Canal Fever

By AJ H.

 have dealt with many forms of 
imperialism in my life. As a Native 
of Panama I’ve seen the effects out-
side countries had on my beautiful 
land. From the attempt to build 
the Suez Canal by the French as 
well as the outburst of Yellow 

Fever led to opportunity building 
the Panama Canal. Imperialism 
has 
changed my world and my life but 
for not always for the better. 

    I remember when the French 
first came to my home in Panama 
telling me that they were going to 
build a new way of transporting 
goods. They started with railroads 
in preparation for Suez Canal. 

They came into our land with this 
goal but found very difficult obsta-
cles stopping the 

process. The first time I notice the 
fever was during the process of the 
Suez Canal. At first we didn’t know 
what it was we assured it was a ba-
sic fever or flu until people started 
dying. We eventually called this 
yellow fever and would later call 
it malaria So many of the workers 

like my friends and family past 
away that eventually the French 
gave up building the canals and 
abandoned the project. 

    Dispute to all there efforts they 
ran into serious problems that 
force them to quit the project. The 
work was so brutal that men got 
often injured and died. Disease 
like Malaria and Yellow Fever sick-
ened and killed many workers. The 
natural conditions like heat and 
humidity and vegetation destroyed 
equipment.     

 Although they came to 
my country with big intension of 
building a canal, the French left 
in defeat. Several years later the 
United States succeeded where the 
French had failed.   
     
     
     
 



Student
Reflections
By Raymundo M.   

Imperialism is when one country takes 
over another country.  Europeans took 
control over Africa because the Euro-
peans had guns to fight the Africans.  
However, Africans had some advantages 
because the Europeans built railways, 
and roads to connect these bridging the 
huge distances between villages and the 
towns in South Africa.  But the Europe-
ans had all the money.  They collected 

taxes and excavated all the gold and 
diamonds from the local mines. 
In the poem, “White Man’s Burden”, 
Kipling justifies European actions to 
enslave and control the African people.  
The European nations wanted to control 
lands that had raw materials they needed 
for their industrial economies.   Further-
more, Europeans were racist.  This was 
another reason why Europeans thought 
they were better than the Africans, but 
I think everybody is the same.  This     

attitude paved the way for racism to 
spread. 
 #1: Reasons for Imperialism in 
Latin America

  #2: The most important 
thing is that the United States paid and 
supplied the materials, knowledge, and 
craftsmen for the rail networks that con-
nect much of Latin America. Although 
they funded these projects only to help 
move out natural resources from the 

interior countries, the railroads have a 
profound impact on these nations by 
connecting all the regions inside the 
together.
  
  #3: I wish I would I spent more time on 
my essay because so I could have more 
information to relate to the Reasons for 
Imperialism in Latin America.  

   #4: I worked hard on my map because 
I took my time drawing it and finding 

By Darius R.

#1: Reasons for Imperialism in Latin 
America

#2: The most important thing is that the 
United States paid and supplied the ma-
terials, knowledge, and craftsmen for the 
rail networks that connect much of Latin 
America. Although they funded these 
projects only to help move out natural 
resources from the interior countries, 

the railroads have a profound impact 
on these nations by connecting all the 
regions inside the together.
  
  #3: I wish I would I spent more time on 
my essay because so I could have more 
information to relate to the Reasons for 
Imperialism in Latin America.  

   #4: I worked hard on my map because 
I took my time drawing it and finding 
the countries.

  
    #5: The most enjoyable part on this 
project is the essay because I wrote 
one essay then got it graded and had a 
little mistakes on it then got it back and 
corrected it.

  #6: To change this project to make it 
better is to make your own reasons on 
the Imperialism in Latin America.
 
   #7: This project affected my vision for 

my future cause of the information on 
the Imperialism in Latin America. The 
first reason was that the Latin Americans 
sold their products to different countries 
to make their own money. The next 
reason is that the U.S. took time to build 
a canal to transport their raw materials. 
I will work hard for things that I want 
such as an expensive car and an house 
for my family and own a business to 
have extra money and not come back to 
jail

By Alex C. 

 The most important fact that I 
learned about doing my project is that 
I learned the benefits and the conse-
quences of what happened in Africa.
 
      The part that I wish I had done 
differently on this project was the re-

searching aspect because I have learned 
a lot of new information on Imperial-
ism.
 The most enjoyable part of 
this project was because I like learning 
different information in History that I 
don’t know.
      If I had more time on my proj-
ect, I would have been able to make it a 

little better with the artwork because I 
could have improved it by adding more 
creative ideas.
      If imperialism hadn’t hap-
pened, a lot of their natural resources 
wouldn’t have been depleted and Africa 
would have been a richer continent. 
However, they didn’t know the intrinsic 
value  of their natural resources.

      From the perspective of the 
colonized, and the events that occurred 
during Imperialism, Africa had some 
benefits from Imperialism such as: lifes-
pans were increasing because of  better 
medicines and newly built hospitals 
as well as  new schools that increased 
literacy rates. 

By Lawrence H.

1. The most important thing I 
learned about the project was how hard 
the workers of the Panama Canal risked 
their lives to make the Canal a success. 
2. The part I wish I had spent 
more time on is the map because I feel I 
could have of done better on it. 

3. The part of the project I feel I 
did my best on was the essay.
4.   The most enjoyable part of 
my project was learning new facts about 
Imperialism in Latin America I previ-
ously did not know.
5. We could change this project 
to make it better next time by working 
with a classmate.

6. This project personally a good 
affect on my life, however I enjoyed 
learning about Latin America and Im-
perialism. These are two subjects I have 
never studied previously. 
7. I’m going to work hard in my 
life and get everything I want through 
hard work. Unlike the imperialists, I am 
not going to take what I want by force. 

My goals in life are to own my own 
home, be self-employed and possess a 
red hot Porsche truck. It is my vision 
that I finish high school and earn a high 
school diploma. My idea is to continue 
to have faith in God, so I will have a 
successful lifestyle.

By Francisco L. 

The most important thing I learned by 
doing this project was learning about 
the map of colonized Latin America. 
Also how it had its advantages, disad-
vantages and it affect many people. I 

think I will remember this five years 
from now. I wish I had spent more time 
on my map. The only thing I would 
have done differently would be adding 
more detail on my map. The part of this 
project I did my best on was working 
on the essay, I wrote enough informa-

tion that talked about Latin America 
Imperialism. I really enjoyed working 
on my drawing because that was the 
easiest part of this project. I don’t think 
they should change nothing about this 
project because I think its fine the way 
it is. This project affected my vision for 

the future because now I know how 
much people struggled and how the ma-
terials we have now were supplied. Also 
because now I realize that imperialism 
are still going on today and how much it 
can affect us.


