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Discover Your Treasure, and Share It!
By Dcn. Keith Cabiles

In an address to a group of Catholic youth, Pope Francis said,
“Each one of us has a treasure inside. If we keep it there, closed up,
it will stay there. If we share it with others, the treasure will multiply
with the treasures that come from others. What I want to ask of you
is that you do not hide the treasure that each of you has.”
The wisdom shared by Pope Francis ought to be applied by
everyone, especially in this season of Advent as we approach the
Christmas Season. The sharing of what we have with others is the
truest reflection of our gratitude-- our thankfulness to God our
father, who is the source of these blessed gifts and talents. To “keep
it there, closed up,” as Pope Francis forewarns, is an unfortunate
squandering of what God intended for us to do with these gifts,
which is to use these assets to build God’s Kingdom here on earth.

For example, why be given the gift of musical talent, only to
sing quietly to yourself ? Or have the gift of public speaking, just
to sit silently in the pews? Or the gift of a cheerful personality and
joyful spirit but not volunteer as an hospitality for the church to our
visitors each week? In his generosity, God has blessed all of us with
something - a treasure inside - that he desires us to share with others.
What is your treasure?
St. Peter said that whatever it is, “use it to serve one another as
good stewards of God’s varied grace.” So, as we continue our Advent
journey, prayerfully consider sharing your gifts with one another.
Heed the request of Pope Francis of not hiding the treasure that
each of us has. For those around us, especially those in need, see
your treasure multiply by giving as generously as God has been to us.

What’s With
The Name?

no kah
no - ho - na
kee - ha - pie
No Ka Nohona Kihapai
Translation: On Parish Life

The title of our newsletter is a nod to the
many profound theological works of St.
Augustine, each titled similarly based on
its topic: “On The Creed,” “On Nature
and Grace,” “On the Holy Trinity,” “On
the Grace of Christ,” and many others.
We also decided to use the Hawaiian
translation to reflect our deep connection
with our Hawaiian culture.
This new newsletter, published online at
least three times a year, will be focused on
our community here at St. Augustine, with
the goal to stimulate our Stewardship Way
of Life; encouraging all to stoke the fires
of our willingness to share our time, talent
and treasure.
Each issue will feature short articles that
aim to inspire others to be moved into
becoming more active in the parish, and
thus be constantly embraced by the spirit
of community and goodwill.

Talk Story With Fr. Lane Akiona

When and/or Where
are you the Happiest?
The most happiest is at our numerous parish events where I see the parishioners
enjoying themselves, how they work with each other for the common good of
the parish. It’s an indicator that with our many differences, we are able to enjoy
working with each other. Another happiest moment is being with the children.
Even though our religious education classes are small, its good to interact and
be with the children and their parents.

witness to parish life

What does Advent mean to me?

Edwina Lee

Parishioner for 38 years

Parishioner for 23 years

Alejandrina Gonong

Barbara Basgall

“...gives me a chance to come to grips
with my life and purpose of why I
am here. Lots of soul searching, but
Christmas and Light will soon be upon
me. Advent is about Anticipation!!”

“Time to honour and praise the birthday
of our dear Jesus Christ.”

“Advent is a time to fill my lamp full of
oil and to start a new beginning. To await
my Lord and follow Him for the rest of
my life.”

Visitor from Oklahoma City

Visiting Priest, in residence

Parishioner for 10 years

Rufina Kilileto

Sister Cheryl Wint

“Advent is the time of the Church year to
focus on the return of the risen Christ to
our world, just as he came into our world
close to 2,000 years ago.”

“Advent is a joyful time for me!”

“Advent is truly a time of thanksgiving
and a gentle reminder to always turn
others to God in order to mediate His
salvation. Thanks be to God, it is always
a great reminder to take my humility pill
each day.”

Fr. Clyde Guerreiro, sscc

Parishioner for 7 years

The Four Pillars of

STEWARDSHIP
From the CatholicSteward.Com

The four pillars of Hospitality, Prayer, Formation and Service invite parishioners to
experience, witness and live the stewardship way of life in response to their baptismal
call to discipleship. Individually, each baptized person is called to give of time, talent and
treasure to strengthen these four pillars that support the parish community. Conversely, by
making our parish a place of hospitality, prayer, formation and service, we provide greater
opportunities for the sharing of time, talent and treasure.

HOSPITALITY
We strive to extend a warm, hospitable and loving welcome to all who
join us in worship, service, study, social or in times of personal need. We
assist our parish community in presenting a visible sign of Christ’s loving
kindness in all we do.

WORSHIP
We grow as disciples who are committed to prayer—individual and communal prayer, public and private prayer. Through prayer we are invited to
draw closer to Jesus and to imitate Him in our daily lives. While Eucharist
is central to our spiritual life, other prayer opportunities are made available.

FAITH FORMATION
We strive to educate, form and sustain the stewardship way of life for all
ages through faith formation opportunities in the parish and school. We
strive to be disciple stewards and give good example as we participate in
parish life in ministries and on parish leadership teams. We are open to the
continuous conversion to a life of stewardship – to sharing what one has
with a loving, generous and grateful heart.

SERVICE
We strive to be servant ministers to the need of our parish members, the
wider community and Church. We strive to serve compassionately those
who are hurting or in need, lost or alone, or suffering in any way. We give
thanks to God for all the gifts we have received and we celebrate the special
events in the lives of parishioners.

QUESTIONS

TO CONSIDER
Use this short list of questions
to reflect on your Stewardship
Way of Life. Is there room for
improvement?
• Do you greet your
neighbors in the pew?
• Do you offer to help if people
seem lost or have a question?
• If you notice people each week,
do you know their names?
• Do you fellowship with
parishioners outside of Mass?

• Besides Sunday Mass, do you
attend other liturgical services,
such as Daily Mass, Exposition,
Rosaries, or Novenas?
• How do you rate your Prayer
Life?
• Are you in good standing to
receive the Sacraments?

• Do you attend Parish Faith
Formation events, such as
Advent and Lent Missions?
• Do you enjoy reading books
about Faith and Theology?
• What topics in Catholicism
interests you the most? and how
do you satisfy your interests?

• Are you part of a Parish
Ministry?
• What are your talents and
skills? How would these benefit
your parish community?
• How do you rate yourself when
considering Jesus’ call to care for
the “least of these?”

One of the cornerstones of St. Augustine Church, the Altar Rosary Society recently had its annual Christmas Party, this year held at the Marriott
Waikiki. A highlight of the event was the hilarious auction fundraiser, expertly facilitated by past-president, Margaret Stafford.

Ministry Spotlight | Altar & Rosary Society
What is the Altar & Rosary Society?
The purpose of the Altar & Rosary
Society (ARS) is fourfold: 1) Spread
devotion of our Blessed Mother by
praying the rosary and evangelization;
2) Spiritual welfare of its members
3) Assisting in the care of the church
sanctuary, altar, linens, vestments,
flowers, and sacristies; and 4)
Participation and involvement in parish
activities.
The ARS meets once-a-month from
February to May and September
to November. ARS members also
participate in a corporate mass on the
third Sunday of each month throughout
the year.

How does the ARS enrich the
spirituality of its members?
The ARS plays an important role in
cultivating and promoting devotion to
Our Lady through its ministry activities,
participating in the annual faith
formation conference of the Diocese,
and other spiritual development events.
How does the ARS help the community
of St. Augustine Church?
ARS members conduct fundraising
activities such as selling various types
of handmade rosaries, notecards,
bracelets, t-shirts twice a month; selling
refreshments and homemade pastries
during the Kamehameha and Aloha
Parades; managing a thrift shop called

“The Closet” which opens the first
Saturday of every month; participating
in outreach via the Family Promise
Program and Lady of Kea‘au in Ewa and
for Wai‘anae families through the Sisters
of St. Francis.
Why should others consider joining
the Altar & Rosary Society?
ARS is great way to meet people at the
church and get involved in ministry
activities which support St. Augustine
Church By the Sea. It also provides a
venue to build networks and relations
with other organizations at the church
and enhances one’s faith and spirituality
through active participation in various
activities.

Pastor’s Corner
Fr. Lane Akiona

Welcome to our first “No Ka Nohona
Kihapai,” stewardship newsletter. It is
my hope that we’ll be able to share with
you news about our parish community
and the people that make it a special
place. We have been a solid presence in
the Waikiki area for 164 years and next
year will be a milestone in our life as a
parish.
With the construction of the Damien
and Marianne of Moloka’i Education
Center, we have truly been good
stewards of what have been shared
with us. The Education Center will
allow us to be a center piece in Waikiki
especially for locals and visitors as well.
We are continuing our gratefulness
for all that we have received over these
years. Mahalo to the committee in
making this possible. Let us always give
praise and thanks.

E malama ia Iehova me ka hauoli: E
hele aku imua ona me ka oli ana. Serve
the Lord with gladness! Come into his
presence with singing!
Aloha ke Akua.

Lay Minister Spotlight: Priscilla Hanohano

Why I Choose to Serve
Priscilla Hanohano has been a
parishioner of St. Augustine By the
Sea for almost 25 years. Known for the
beautiful flowers she wears in her hair,
which are always impeccably matched
with her outfit, she has been a Lector
and Eucharistic Minister since 1995,
and a month ago was asked to be a
Communion Service leader.
On why she serves, Prescilla reflects
on the trials and tribulations that has
occured in her life, saying that serving
the Church allowed her to grow on her
spiritual path, growing stronger by being

involved with the parish. Her prayer life
has improved greatly, she adds, saying
that many things that happen in her life
has happened for the best. And because
of her experience, she encourages others
who are thinking about becoming a lay
minister, to consider it prayerfully.
On what Priscilla wishes for the
future of St. Augustine, she envisions a
larger parish community, one filled with
more youth and more local parishioners,
all involved in ministry, and feeling as
one happy family.

PARISH LIFE AT ST. AUGUSTINE

PARISH ORGANIZATION CHART
Share your gifts with our community! Please prayerfully consider joining one of our many ministries.
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STAFF

WORSHIP

FAITH FORMATION

•

Parish Pastoral Council

•

Finance Council

•

Stewardship Council

SERVICE MINISTRY

PARISH SUPPORT

•

Liturgy Committee

•

RCIA

•

Aunty Carmen’s Kitchen

•

Maintenance

•

Altar Servers

•

Religious Education

•

Family Promise

•

Cleaning

•

Music Ministry

•

Adult Formation

•

Homebound Ministry

•

Flowers

•

Extraordinary Ministers of
Holy Communion

•

Parish Bulletin

•

Sacristans

•

Newsletter

•

Lectors

•

Ushers/Greeters

•

Bereavement Ministry

ORGANIZATIONS
•
•

Altar Rosary Society
Knights of Columbus
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Please visit www.staugustinebythesea.com/newsletter
For information or to subscribe, please contact Deacon Keith Cabiles
kcabiles@rcchawaii.org

