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Probus general meeting - On Zoom July 1, 2020 – Canada Day 

 
Welcome from president Mickey, on this Canada Day, and playing of a choir singing Oh Canada that was 
sent from the district director, Bob McIntyre. Mickey shared some historical and geographic facts of the 
country.  
 
District PROBUS presidents held a meeting. Liability insurance was discussed. The price to insure each 
member will be going up. 
 
Newsletters from the various clubs are shared with the clubs in the district and are used to provide new 
ideas for our club. 
 
Our Zoom meetings are not recorded or saved. 
 
The official name PROBUS CANADA is to be written in capital letters. The PROBUS CANADA club 
directory is on the official PROBUS CANADA website,  where our club contacts in ON7 are available. 
 
An official thank you from PROBUS to essential workers was published in the Globe and Mail on June 6. 
 
Pandemic response is being handled differently by the clubs. Meetings and some activities are being 
held virtually. 
 
Things to consider include: buying an annual Zoom license and reducing/eliminating annual dues for the 
coming year. 
 
Our Vice President has resigned and moved from North Bay. A new VP is needed now and will become 
the new president in September. 
 
There is usually a conference for presidents every second October. It is due to happen this year in 
Bracebridge if it happens. 
 
Group activities are mostly on hold. Marty reported that a small group is continuing to walk on Premier 
Road and then returns to the Brown home for coffee and conversation at a social distance. He offered to 
have the next executive meeting at his home the same way. 
 
When we use zoom to host the meeting there is a phone number to call in if the internet is 
unavailable. 
 
 
 
 
 



SPEAKER:  Helen  Francis 
The speaker, Helen Francis, was introduced by Dick. She is the CEO of the YMCA for Sudbury and North 
Bay. She is from England and originally came to Canada to study mining engineering at McGill and 
originally worked in Canada in that field. 
 
Helen began her talk with a brief history of the Y. It started in England in 1844, 175 years ago and is now 
in 120 countries. It started to provide the young men moving to the cities for employment with a 
healthier option of how to spend their free time. Soon after it originated it added an education and 
spiritual aspect. It's motto was diversity, inclusion and equity'. Girls were eventually included in 1948. 
 
Several firsts were attributed to the Y: the invention of basketball in Massachusetts in 1891, the growth 
of the railway, Father's Day in 1910, wearing of poppy for Remembrance Day, volleyball,  and group 
swimming in 1948. The Y helped subsidize the founding of York, Carlton and Concordia Universities. 
 
Overseas partners were developed for education and student exchanges. Licensed childcare is provided 
by the Y as well as before and after school programs. 
 
The Y is best known today as a provider of health, fitness, and aquatics which also promotes mental 
health for individuals and the community. 
 
Membership fees are on a sliding scale as to not be a deterrent. 
 
The doors have been closed since March 14 due to Covid 19 and most of the staff were laid off, although 
75% have now returned as limited reopening continues under public health guidelines. Some classes 
have been switched to virtual. 
 
The pandemic has caused a loss of $1.4 million. Various financial opportunities are to be explored. The 
swimming pool at the Y in North Bay is owned by the city. A fundraising campaign will be initiated to 
help maintain this building and its many programs. 
 
Question and answer followed. 
 
Thank you from Mickey and a virtual pen presentation was made. 
 
Meeting adjourned. 

----- ... ----- 
 
OUR NEXT GENERAL MEETING WILL BE WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 5, 2020, AT 10:00 A.M. 
 
 


