
 
General Meeting November 6th, 2019 Minutes by: Karen Mann 
 
Opening Remarks by President Mickie. 
 
Welcome to all. 
 
Apologies that last month's speaker may have offended some members. 
 
Introduction of the new executive: Donald, Dick, Marty, John, Mark, Howard, and Karen. 
 
Thank you to Howard from Marty for having completed a successful year as president. Marty spoke of 
his misspent youth and his boundless energy to balance being president of several local organizations at 
the same time. 
 
 
Group Reports 
 
Choir: Belle reported that the group is going well. They meet Wednesday at 1:30 at 1036 Copeland St. 
 
Fun with Food: Ghislaine reported this group is also going well. Members meet 8 to 9 times a year. Each 
host has a small group of participants 1 or 2 times in the year for a meal prepared by the participants. 
The host decides on and cooks the main course and a possible theme for the meal. Other courses are 
prepared by the rest of the participants.  
The schedule for winter and spring will be out soon. 
 
Movie club is presently on hiatus and has no coordinator. 
 
Newsletter has been coordinated by Joan and is once again published. 
 
Outdoor group: Barb thanked the participants. The last hike was attended by 24 participants. 
Notification for the November will be emailed. Christmas outing is planned as hike/snow shoe and lunch 
on December 16. 
 
Technology group: John pointed out that there are some changes to the website including the addition 
of Blue Sky Probus. The newsletter includes a president's report. Membership information for each club 
is only available to members of that club but conveners could access membership of Blue Sky club if the 
activity is available to those members. The group will meet in this room following this meeting for help 
with technical problems. 
 
Walking group: presented by Alice. The group meets Tuesday and Friday at various locations which are 
indicated by a weekly email from Bob Barnett. They go for a 1 hour walk followed by a 1 hour talk 
regardless of the weather. In inclement weather the walk takes place inside Memorial Gardens. 
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Ski Legends club from the Collingwood Probus is available to others at the cost of $30 to join at 
http:/probusskilegends.ca 
 
Membership announcements 
 
Barb's mother will be 100 on November 14. Birthday wishes are welcome and can be emailed to Barb. 
 
Travel Club: Mark thanked Joan for having convened this in the past. He introduced Elaine Kennedy 
from Mayne Travel who explained some potential trips being considered for next year.  
 
 1. Trip to Penetanguishene on August 4 including the play "Fiddler on the Loose", bus, and 2 
meals for $199. Forty passengers are needed. 
 
 2. Niagra and Niagra-on-the-lake on September 16 to 18 to include 2 plays, overnight 
accommodation with meals, winery tour and gratuities. 
 
 
Janice Reed reported that this is Diabetes Awareness month and that November 14, the birthday of 
Fredrick Banting (the discoverer of insulin) is World Diabetes Day. Banting sold his patent for $1 with the 
hope that insulin would be cheaply available but this is not the present reality. There is a plan to 
encourage promotion of a federal diabetes strategy. 
 
 
Events coordinator: Marty has several sign up sheets for coming events. 
1. Pot luck lunch at the December meeting. 
2. Games group to be convened by Margie Howard and Mary Anne Persia. Fun board games will be 
played at various member homes with a schedule of when and where similar to the way Fun With Food 
functions. 
3. Possible garden tour group. 
 
Treasurer Report 
Donald gave a reminder for members to please pay dues by November 12 or be removed from the 
membership list. 
The waiting list is being reduced to fill the spaces of members who have decided not to join this year. 
Name tags will be coming for new members. 
 
 
Program: presented by Dick 
December- North Bay mayor Al McDonald  
January- Dennis Chippa 
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February- speaker on the topic of Africa 
 
Speaker: 
Dick introduced Paul Larsh who previously spoke on the topic of the role of the crown attorney. He 
spoke briefly today on the role of the Human Rights Tribunal which is now part of the constitution. The 
charter of rights and freedoms may sometimes be seen to hamper the work of the police. He spoke of 
how the charter has affected some well known cases including Morgantaller in 1993 and more recently 
in MAID (medical assistance in death). A lively question and answer period followed. 
 
A member of Blue Sky Probus is running a 4 week introduction to Pickle Ball. Contact Dick for more 
information. 
 
Dick delivered humorous stories followed by coffee break. 
 
 
George Burton was introduced by Dick. George is the CEO of Canadore College. 
George was accompanied by Amber of the Canadore alumni association. 
 
He spoke of the success of the college. It contributes $248 million to the local economy. There are 2800 
students from across Canada and from 36 other countries who are enrolled in 80 programs. Canadore 
has an operating budget of $100 million per year. Government funding continues to decline. 
 
The role of the university is the pursuit of knowledge, while the role of the college is the application of 
knowledge. 
 
The Village is being created to bring the best of health and wellness together. It will include a 
multigenerational living setting ranging from the very young to the old. George offered to arrange a bus 
tour for this Probus club to see the new environment. 
 
Some of the newer programs offered include: post production for film, aviation pilots, avionics, and 
mechanics, pulmonary rehabilitation, and the biotechnology genome lab. Some proposed projects and 
diplomas have opening dates for next year including: health care services, liver care, pain clinic, and 
agriculture food security and research. 
 
Ultimately the village will include residential facilities for assisted living, geared to income 
accommodation and eventually long term care beds. 
 
Question and answer period followed. Thank you and pen presentation was given by Gary Bean. 
 
Meeting Adjourned.  


