
 
June 5th, 2019 Meeting Minutes Secretary: Karen Mann 
 
Welcome from president Howard 
 
Howard introduced visitors from the new Blue Sky Probus Club: Sue Miller and Terry Doyle 
Welcome back to Charlie Olmsted  
 
Activity group reports 
Fun with food: the convenes are Ghislaine and Suzanne 
     The schedule is over for this season and will resume again in September. 
     Each participant hosts a meal for 6 to 10 people. The host family chooses a main course to provide. 
     Other participants bring an assigned dish. Two meals are hosted each season. 
 
Social group: presented by Marty 
     Upcoming summer events: pot luck luncheon for July at the home of Marty and Helena for about 50 
members. Pot luck luncheon in August at the home of Dan Bryer. 
     Ian Fettes will be playing the bag pipes at the Warriors of Hope fund raising event at Armstrong Beach 
on June 6 at 5:45. 
     PADDLE is having their annual fundraiser on June 28 called ‘up the creek without a paddle’. Marty is 
requesting financial assistance to get back to shore. 
     It has been suggested that a social committee be established. Anyone willing to serve on this 
committee should speak to Marty. 
 
Walking group: presented by Mark 
     10 to 20 people gather every Tuesday and Friday to walk for about an hour and then gather for coffee 
and conversation for an hour. The location of the walk is revealed on Sunday in an email sent by Bob 
Barnett. Anyone interested should speak to Bob to get on that list. 
 
Technology group: Stuart reminded those interested that the group will meet in this room following this 
      Meeting. Bring questions. 
 
Outdoor group: presented by Donald 
      This group usually meets every 2 weeks but has been cancelled several times due to rain so weekly 
Outings are planned for the next few weeks. A hike tomorrow will explore the heron nests near 
Nipissing village. Next week will be a hike at Duchesnay Falls. Each participant should bring a lunch. 
     Biking and kayaking outings will be planned for the summer. 
 
Book club: no report 
 
Choir: presented by Belle 
     This group will meet at the home of Gail on Thursday from 1:30 to 3:00. 
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The new Probus club will be meeting at the Odd Fellows Hall at 10 on June 11. 
 
Birthdays: none announced. If anyone has a June birthday please report it to Joan so it can be reported 
in the next newsletter. 
 
Program: presented by Dick 
     Today will be a presentation on astronomy 
     July: economic development in North Bay 
     August: George Couchie will present on issues of native concern 
     September: ‘global colding” 
     October: explanation about “the village” which is the new addition at Canadore College 
The committee has been meeting to plan future programs. 
Dick told several humorous stories which are much appreciated. 
 
Announcement 
The conveners of Probus events must list the names of participants in that event in advance in order 
for insurance coverage. 
The coffee that is made available in this room is supposed to be for the coffee break between the 
meeting and the speaker and not for before the start of the meeting. 
 
What’s new in cosmic exploration? 
Dave Roscoe of the North Bay Astronomy Club was introduced by Dick.  
 
Dave has had a life long interest in astronomy which began with a children’s book by the same author as 
the Curious George series. It is one of the oldest natural sciences and has been noted to have been 
studied by early communities. It includes all other sciences and is still available to amateurs. 
 
Dave relayed some of the history of these early communities staring with the Mayan observations and 
calculations which lead to the calendar of 750 BCE. The romans, the Greeks, the Chinese and the Danish 
all contributed to the science.  
 
Originally the earth was perceived to be the centre of the universe and everything circled it. Eventually 
the orbits were recognized as elliptical and that the planets went around the sun.  
 
Galileo (1564-1642) is called the father of observational astronomy, the father of modern physics, the 
father of scientific method and the father of modern science. He invented the telescope, originally for 
military use and then he turned it to the sky. It was followed over the years by many improvements: the 
reflector telescope, the radio telescope, the infrared telescope, each allowing for better and farther 
images. 
 
The Hubble telescope was launched in 1990 and is expected to continue its mission for 40 or 50 years. 
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Sky maps are available for download from skymaps.com. 
 
Thank you and pen presentation by Rick Found. Meeting adjourned. 
 
 
                                       


