
Minutes from April 2nd, 2019. Taken by Karen Mann

Call to order and welcome by President Howard
Special welcome back to Gary Bean and his bride JoAnn, following Gary’s recent health difficulties.

Visitors will now be introduced by the member who has brought the guest to the meeting.
Dave and Marion Wheeler introduced Dave Chamberlain.
Howard introduced Marg Deutekom.
Helena introduced Betty Cochran.

Activity Groups
Fun with Food: Ghislaine announced that the spring schedule is out. Hosts are requested to contact their 
guests to confirm a date. Anyone who is interested in joining this group is requested to contact Ghislaine 
or Suzanne.

Social: Marty announced that a pot luck lunch at the waterfront is being planned for the immanent 
warmer weather. Thank you to those who attended the successful dinner at Canadore and those who 
attended the Harlem Globe Trotters game.

Walking club: Dan Bryer announced that those who walked in winter were able to choose either walking 
outside or inside. Many of the outdoor walks in the winter wonderland were magical.

Birthdays: Today is Dan’s 76th birthday. He expressed appreciation for his involvement in this PROBUS 
club which has introduced him to new friends and activities.
Members have been generally reluctant to stand up in their birthday month. It has been suggested that 
this information be given to Joan who can include birthdays in the newsletter.

Technology: John Roberts was able to fix the screen today for the speaker to use. He announced a 
misplaced jacket which can be retrieved from him.
The website which is maintained by John includes recent photos of the walking group. Any ideas of 
things to include in the newsletter should be forwarded to John or Joan.

Outdoor group: Barb reported that it has been a successful winter but due to the melting snow and ice, 
the next outing has been cancelled.

Book club: Joan said that this group continues to meet on the third Thursday of the month.  They are 
now meeting at Average Joes. This month the participants will be discussing any book that they choose.

New PROBUS Group
This club is sponsoring a second PROBUS club for this area. They will meet Tues April 9 at 10 o’clock at 
the Odd Fellows Hall. Everyone on our waiting list has been invited. Anyone can belong to more than 
one club. The new club will be responsible for picking their own executive.
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Announcement
Third Age Nipissing is again sponsoring a lecture series of 3 titled Living Well: The Mind Body 
Connection.

Program: Dick announced the next few speakers
May: Paul Larsh will speak about the role of the crown attorney
June: the topic will be the economic plan for North Bay
July: Merlin Clayton will speak about astronomy and the moon

Briefly
Dick introduced a gentleman to share information about the recent crashes of the Boeing Max 8 and its 
subsequent grounding. 

Rick Found is a pilot. He describes this particular plane as a wonderful plane grounded for political 
reasons. He said that the recent incidents could have been prevented by disconnecting the autopilot. A 
software problem of a faulty indicator caused the nose of the plane to gyrate on autopilot.

Boeing is an American company and the first country to ground the plane was China. Coincidently, China 
is in a trade dispute with the U.S. Although Boeing provides training, most airlines prefer to use their 
own. 

Program
The main speaker for today’s meeting is being filmed for CTV. 
Dick introduced Dr. Paul Preston. He is a local physician with 30 years experience.

Dr. Preston spoke about MAID (Medical Assistance In Death). Such assistance had been unofficially 
practiced for many years. It is now legal in Canada. 

The legal battle for the right to control ones own death has a history dating back to 1993 when a woman 
suffering from ALS was refused this right to have an assisted death. “If I can not consent to my own 
death whose body is this.”

Several high profile cases followed and by June 2016 the legislation was passed to allow those suffering 
from intolerable and prolonged illness could request assistance in death. There needs to be 2 
independent clinicians and 2 witnesses. The request would be followed by 10 clear days which could be 
shortened to 2. The recipient of this assistance must be able to provide consent immediately prior to the 
intervention.

Several myths about the procedure were debunked.
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Not all hospitals are required to provide the service and it need not necessarily be provided in a hospital. 
It is provided in the North Bay Regional Health Centre but it has not been determined if the new hospice 
will provide the service. 

A lively question and answer period followed.

Thank you and pen presentation by David Payne.

Meeting adjourned.


