
 
Introduction: Joan Hambley – President – (705) 478-8751 
 
    AGENDA: 
1. Introduction   2. Activity Contacts                  3. Fun With Food   4. Social 
5. Walking Group    6. Technology Group                7. Book Club          8. Program 
9. Birthdays            10. Member Announcements   11. Speaker 
 
1. INTRODUCTION:  Joan began the meeting by welcoming members as well as visitor Ann 
Clark.  Announcements followed with a reminder that our year end is coming up in October.  At 
that meeting we will have our regional director as our guest.  Following the meeting we will all 
have a catered lunch free of charge as a celebration of our 5th anniversary as a club. Sign up 
sheets were available at the meeting but you can get on the lunch list by contacting Howard Kizell 
at 705-471-0860. 
 
Membership fees are due and can be paid to Donald our treasurer.  Sooner the better because we 
still have ten people on the waiting list. A new PROBUS club can be started if someone comes 
forward to set it up.  Our club will sponsor a new club and help get it started.  People can be 
members of both clubs. 
 
Coupled to memberships needing to be renewed we have our management team elections to take 
place.  If interested in a position all positions are open except for the President position where the 
VP is automatically into the position.  Come forward with your name or nominate somebody of 
your choice by contacting one of the management team.  Nominations must be in 2 weeks before 
our October meeting. 
 
Our District PROBUS conference will be held in Gravenhurst on Oct. 2nd and all members are 
encouraged to attend.  Our club will pay the registration fee and mileage so please consider 
attending.  It’s a great opportunity to network and exchange ideas with fellow PROBUS members. 
 
2. ACTIVITY REPORT CONTACTS: Activities are covered well at HTTP://northbayprobus.com   
Contacts for our activity groups are below: 
 
FUN WITH FOOD:   Ghislaine (705) 495-2432 SOCIAL CLUB: Marty  (705) 472- 4392 
WALKING GROUP:  Bob  (705) 472-9967         TECHNOLOGY GROUP: John (705) 724-9829 
OUTDOOR CLUB: Barb (705) 474-2714            BOOK CLUB: Joan (705) 478-8751 
PROGRAM: Dick (705) 472-7907 
 

3. FUN WITH FOOD: Helena explained that the dinners are informal with the host doing the 
main item and the guests bringing the other parts of the meal.  Host homes usually range from 
six the twelve people depending on the host’s home.  The schedule is being organized now and 
you can call Ghislaine at (705) 495-2432 to be on the waiting list or gain more information. 
 
4. SOCIAL:  Marty reported that the summer pot luck at homes went well and will resume next 
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summer. Our Swiss restaurant visit has been downgraded from a buffet to a meal.  We need 30  
 

people to have a buffet but only have approximately 10 people committed. Call Marty at (705) 472- 

4392 for more information or plan to attend on your own. 

5. WALKING: This group now walks two days a week. They meet every Tuesday and Friday at 
10:00 am.  Following the walk the group becomes the talking group by meeting for coffee at a 
pre-designated destination. They meet at different places each time and you have to get on the 
weekly email list to know where. You can email walkers@northbayprobus.com or call Bob at (705) 
472-9967 
 
6. TECHNOLOGY:  This group meets right after the regular meeting.  If there is interest there will 
be a meeting of the group. 

7. BOOK CLUB: Joan reported the book club is running fine. They meet at the Royal Canadian 
Legion in the lunch room. The first book to be chosen is on the Dionne's and the second book is a 
book of choice.  The group is very active interesting and diverse. Call Joan (705) 478-8751 

8. PROGRAM: Dick presented the planned program for the next few months. 

OCTOBER -  Bob MacNair, Director, Ontario PROBUS District #7,“History of PROBUS in Canada” 

NOVEMBER – Vic Fedeli of the Provincial Progressive Conservative Party 

DECEMBER – Olive Riddler speaking on “Challenges in the Education System”  

9. BIRTHDAYS:  Two birthdays were announced with the two individuals speaking of their past 
and present. Short introductions and history of each person follows a similar format of Name, 
birthplace, schooling jobs, travel and family.  Each speaker was about three to four minutes. 

10. MEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Karin announced that Basic Square Dance instruction begins 
on Sept. 12 at 7:00 pm at Mother St Brides School on 2nd Ave.  Come out and have fun. 

Howard announced that if you have used furniture that you wish to get rid of, send him a photo.  
He will arrange the pick up of the items and their sale at a new establishment on 126 McIntyre St.  
East. Proceeds of the sales go to charities and the needy. 

Joan announced a new lecture series titled “Cannabis and your Golden Years”. Oct. 10, 17 and 24th 
at the Holiday Inn. Medical Use, Recreational Use and the Law will be discussed. Information can 
be found at the website https://thirdagenipissing.com 

Ghislaine announced a fund raiser to be held on Sept 8 at the waterfront location behind the 
museum.  It is a Rotary function to raise money for a North Bay Splash pad.  There will be a dunk 
tank for celebrities.  Starts at 1:00 pm 
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GUEST SPEAKER:  Dick Tafel   
TOPIC:  Local Birds of the Area 

 
Marty introduced Dick as a long time friend and leader. After a humorous introduction Dick took 
over and began his presentation by announcing that this is the year of the bird. This is a result of 
the one hundredth year of the Bird Migration Act that covers approximately 1000 different birds. 
In the early 1800’s a man called Wilson wrote about birds and generated interest.  Later in 1838 
Audubon started painting birds and since then interest in birds has continued to grow. Interest in 
birding has continued to grow as a result of the excitement of discovery.  Dicks first interest was 
in the discovery of a Flicker when only ten years old.  
 
Bird species are in the neighbourhood of 10,000 species while mammals have only 5,500.  Birds 
like us have a skeleton, jaw, skull, two legs just like us.  What makes a bird is feathers. Only birds 
have feathers. Birds are everywhere in the world on all continents year around.  They symbolize 
freedom. However birds are in decline. Some experts expect that 50 % of our bird species may 
disappear in fifty years. We should have an important part in trying to protect birds.  A simple way 
is to buy a window attachment that allows us to see through it while allowing birds the ability to 
see and avoid windows.  Doing something to our windows could save thousands of birds yearly. 
 
Within North Bay and a range of seventy five miles around it we have approximately 300 species 
of birds that are present throughout the year. In order to identity these species one has to look at 
the birds, its song, flight skills and nesting as indicators for identification. More general reference 
books from National Geographic, Golden Guide allow a huge range of bird photos and information.  
Specialized books on gulls, hawks and owls etc define separate species.  Regional books like 
Sibley’s Eastern Bird Book show the bird, its habits look and range throughout the seasons.  
Another item needed is a set of binoculars a pen and paper and checklist to record your sightings. 
The excitement of discovery, the sighting, recording and learning of birds builds upon itself.  Over 
time one learns the songs flight looks and habits of each bird at each sighting. 
 
Dick then proceeded to illustrate on the screen over forty birds with descriptions and stories on 
each species.  Some of what was covered is below; 
 

 Yellow Rump Warblers-  are most common when they arrive in May. Distinct yellow 
marking on the hind tail or rump. In USA they are called Myrtle Warblers. 

 Black and White Warblers go up and down trees on foot 
 Black Throat Blue Warbler -White belly, Black throat, Blue back 
 Blanchurian Warbler – Orange Head 
 Common Yellow Throat Warbler -Yellow belly, Black Mask 
 Magnolia Warbler – White on wings Yellow throat 
 Nashville Warbler – Yellow belly, White Eye Ring, Grey back 
 Northern Parula – Green Blue White back, Yellow chest 
 Ovenbird – Brown back, Stripped belly, yellow head, their call is Teacher, Teacher, Teacher 
 Red Eye Vireo calls all day with wheep wheep wheep with about 22,000 times a day 
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 Least Flycatcher is the smallest flycatcher with a ring around the eye and wing bars on the 

wing. It calls Shabeck, Shabeck, Shabeck, 
 Alder Flycatcher hangs around alder trees in swamps 
 Great Crested Flycatcher – distinct crest on head and brown tail 
 Baltimore Oriole – a bigger bird with orange belly, black head and large bill 
 Scarlet Tangier – Red with black wings and usually fly's and stays high 
 Indigo Bunting – Blue 
 Cedar Waxwing – Crested head, Red on wings, Yellow tip on tail 
 Golden Crown Kinglet and Ruby Crown Kinglets come in the spring. The difference is the 

eye ring on the Ruby and not on the Golden 
 Rose Breasted Grosbeak – Red chest, Black head 
 Gray Catbird is a real singer with 150 notes 
 Brown Thrasher Likes being in the bushes 
 Hermit Thrush is same as the Brown Thrush 
 Song Sparrow has a distinct dark spot in the middle of the chest 
 White Throat Sparrow has Yellow over the eye, White chin and sings sweet, sweet Canada 

sweet, sweet Canada 
 Chipping Sparrow has a White crown 
 Downy and Hairy Woodpeckers differ in that a Downy is small and Hairy is bigger with a 

longer beak. 
 Pileated  Woodpecker has a large Red crown and is approximately 18 inches in size 
 Brown Creepers go up and down trees 
 Grey Jay or Canada Jay is everywhere all seasons in Canada 
 American Goldfinch is a colourful yellow bird who lose colour in the winter 
 Common Red Polls come to us from Hudson bay and go no further south. 
 Evening Grosbeaks have declined 95% since 1970 
 Pine Grosbeak are red wit large beak 
 Barred Owl is distinct with its dark eyes 
 Common Merganser ducks are diving ducks 
 Caspian Tern come to us from Russia 

 
Dick ended the presentation stressing the importance of birds.  He handed out approximately 70 
information handouts on the evolution of birds and each species over millions of years. The 
dinosaurs are still with us. 
 
Charlie Olmsted thanked Dick.                                                
Joan closed the meeting  

 
 

Next Meeting is at 10:00 am  
 October 3rd, 2018 

at the Shriners’ Club 
North Bay 
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