
 
Introduction: Joan Hambley – President –  (705) 478-8751 
 
    AGENDA: 
1.  Introduction   2.  Activity Reports       3. Announcements             
 
1. INTRODUCTION: Joan introduced our one guest and reminded everyone that we are at the 
maximum 130 capacity.  New members would be put onto a waiting list for openings or for a new 
club to start.  The application for new members is on the website or see one of the management 
team. Our management team as well as Karen Kitching and John Roberts were introduced and 
thanked by Joan. 
 
2. ACTIVITY REPORTS:  Activities are covered well on the website HTTP://northbayprobus.com  
Contacts for our activity groups are below: 
 
FUN WITH FOOD:   Ghislaine (705) 495-2432 SOCIAL CLUB: Marty  (705) 472- 4392 
WALKING GROUP:  Mark  (705) 472- 4392       TECHNOLOGY GROUP: John (705) 724-9829 
OUTDOOR CLUB: Barb (705) 474-2714            BOOK CLUB: Joan (705) 478-8751 
PROGRAM: Dick (705) 472-7907 
 
Gary Bean will be organizing a golf tournament for PROBUS members. Interested members can 
Contact Gary at 705.752.5819 
 
3. SOCIAL:  Marty is looking for a Pot Luck host to have a backyard Pot Luck.  He is having a Pot 
Luck for all in July and in August we will have a meal at the Boat on the waterfront. Call Marty at 
(705) 472- 4392 to confirm.    
There will be a PROBUS Conference coming up in Gravenhurst this year. It is open to all members.  
Contact Joan or check the website for more information. 

4. FUN WITH FOOD: Helena will be stepping down from the joint leadership of the group and we 
are now looking to fill the spot.  It has been highly successful but will still need two people to 
coordinate and arrange the schedule.   Ghislaine is continuing in a leadership role and we need 
some one to partner up with her to lead the group.   Call Ghislaine (705) 495-2432. 

5. WALKING: This group is highly successful with two days a week being arranged for the walks. 
In fact the coffee talk time after is developing into a situation where smaller coffee shops are 
having trouble accommodating the participants. The group meets Tuesday and Friday and is 
looking for new routes.  Check the website or email walkers@northbayprobus.com 

6. TECHNOLOGY:  This group meets right after the regular meeting at the Shriners’ Club. Apple, 
Windows and Android devices are covered for questions and answers.  If the answer is not there it 
is researched and found. Come with your questions ideas and interests. 

7. BOOK CLUB: Joan reported the book club is running fine. They meet at the Royal Canadian 
Legion in the lunch room.  The book list is on our website https://tinyurl.com/y9audrwq 
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8. PROGRAM: Dick presented the planned program for the next few months. 

JULY  - Cindy Brownlee, spokeswoman for Friends of “ Camp Caritou “  

AUGUST -  Dr. Shaw, who will speak on “ Health and Seniors “ 

SEPTEMBER -  Dick Tafel, who will speak on “ Local Birds ” 

OCTOBER -  Bob MacNair, Director, Ontario PROBUS District #7, “ History of PROBUS in Canada” 

NOVEMBER – Speaker is being arranged and confirmed. 

DECEMBER - Olive Ridler speaking on “Challenges in the Education System”  

9. ANNOUNCEMENTS: We had two birthdays in the group.  Also the North Bay Canoe Club is 
having their 50th Anniversary and are having a HIGH TEA on June 16 at Trinity Church. 

Some new activity ideas are Ping Pong and a Movie Club.  Members bringing forward the ideas 
may be able to organize enough interest to make it happen.  

Dick our master orator of humour lead up to the break by speaking of Sharing a Meal and another 
involving bedrooms.  Entertaining stories as always. 

----------  BREAK  ----------   

      
  GUEST SPEAKER:  Greg Rogers, a local judge.  

TOPIC: Changes and Challenges in  
the Criminal Justice System. 

 
Dick introduced retired Judge Greg Rogers to the audience with a history of Greg’s activities and 
background.  Greg picked up the talk with a thank you and proceeded to say that in the Ontario 
Court of Justice with a start of 100% criminal cases, 95% of these cases take part in schools, 
court houses and public places within the communities where the populace lives.  It is a high 
volume court with ongoing change and challenges.  As a judge with over thirty years of 
experience Greg has witnessed a lot of change and sees a lot of challenges in the future. 
 
When he went to law school he expected to study a large book of rules but it was not like that.  It 
is based on case books of centuries ago in which you study and find a nugget of truth.   It was not 
rules that you study but instead adapting yourself to learn how to learn. The one constant is 
change and how to learn.   
 
Greg presented case study stories to the audience so that we could see what was meant by 
changes and the use of case studies.  These cases were live cases in which he presided as judge.  
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Over 400 years ago the British army conscripted men.  Soldiers who left to war rarely came back 
because of infection and injury that now a days is easily fixed. Men would ask a friend to break 
their leg or arm etc. to maim themselves so that they would not go to war.  This in common law is 
consensual consent for others to do you harm. This now was witnessed in sports, bar room brawls 
etc. Where nobody is charged because of consensual consent by the parties involved. 
 
Greg told of a case where a groom to be married the next day was in a bar with friends.  A local 
bar room bully picked a fight with the groom.  This fight went outside and the groom kept 
receiving blows from the other individual until he was virtually dead.  The groom died the next 
day. Charges of murder went against the assailant. 
 
A murder court case then happened. The person who killed the other was acquitted because of 
consensual consent by both parties. In a following court of appeal to the murder charge this court 
case led to a change of law.  You no longer can consent to bodily harm or death as a result of the 
appeal.  
 
Greg presented in-depth stories on the subjects of the old “Rules of Evidence” and hearsay.  Hear-
say is once removed -where you were told by somebody else that something happened.  You have 
not witnessed it.  Now hearsay in confessions, admissions, dying declarations or expressing a 
state of mind can be introduced as evidence if it is found to reliable and necessary to the case. 
 
Rules of “Disclosure” have changed. Earlier times had the Crown in full control of all evidence and 
it amounted to trial by ambush.  This is where to Crown would withhold evidence and through 
questioning advance a position to support their case. The defence would have no preparation or 
proper chance to counter the evidence. Now “Disclosure” means that the Crown presents all of 
their evidence to the defence so that they can prepare their case. 
 
DNA evidence is now widely used. Ironically DNA was used in animals before the courts.  It was in 
1995 that DNA was introduced to the courts. We now use video links to bring in expert testimony.  
We hold court by video link now instead of travel.  Technology has advanced rapidly in the Justice 
system. 
 
Cultural changes have occurred that allow cultural differences and thinking to be allowed into the 
court room.  In the late 1990’s a murder occurred where an individual beat to death another man 
with a walrus bone. He admitted that he did this but was acquitted of the crime because of 
cultural reasons. The person who killed the other was raised to believe that a Bear walker 
individual is there with supernatural powers of evil. The person who was killed presented himself 
to others as a Bear walker and people feared him. The killer had a sincere belief based on culture 
and upbringing that he was protecting himself from evil powers.  As a result of belief and practise 
he was acquitted. Indigenous people in custody represent a high ratio of people in prison.   The 
new integration policy is to consider and favour all alternatives to jail. 
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 Our system is in a constant change and challenge. However it is often forgotten that 90 % of 
guilt is done by confessions. Only 10 % of cases reach the over burdened court system. Another 
immediate challenge is that of opiates and drug use.  Over 4000 opiate users died in the last eight 
months and there seems to be no slowing down.  What is important is that every individual is 
entitled to a trial and the outcome of innocence is based on reasonable doubt. 
 
Dave presented Greg with a pen and thanked him. 
 
Joan closed the meeting with a message that the success of this club depends on your 
participation.  
 
 

PROBUS Club of North Bay & District’s Website 
 http://northbayprobus.com/ 

 
 
 
 

 NEXT MONTHS SPEAKER: 

July 4, 2018 

10:00 AM Shriners Club 

June’s Guest Speaker   

will be Cindy Brownlee 

spokeswoman for  

“Friends of Camp Caritou”  
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