
Introduction: Joan Hambley – President –  (705) 478-8751

AGENDA:
1.  Introduction  2.  Fun with Food       3. Walking Group        
4.  Technology Group 5.  Outdoors Group    6.  Travel Group
7.  Book Club       8.  Program      9.   Announcements

1. INTRODUCTION: Joan introduced herself and the club as growing at
a quick pace.  This was confirmed by the number of new members and 
guests that introduced themselves to the group.  As of today we are 
over one hundred and ten members.
  

There were three management teams items announced.

    A. The management team knowing of this rapid growth, has capped 
our membership to one hundred and thirty members.  Our club will 
sponsor a new club if our membership hits the limiting capacity number.

    B. We have purchased a digital projector to complete our 
presentation technologies to be used by our speakers.

C.   Brochure booklets are available at the front door on all Senior 
Resources that are available to them.

2. FUN WITH FOOD:  Helena (705) 472- 4392 explained to the group 
that the group is not a gourmet group but instead a social group that 
meets and eats.  Usually this is a supper but rece3ntly she introduced 
the concept of lunches as well.  Contact Helena to get onto the list.

3. SOCIAL: Marty (705) 472- 4392 reminded people of the February 
dinner at Canadore College’s 100 Elements at  $39.50 per person.  It is 
now sold out at thirty two people with some people on the waiting list.

The Rotary Club is having Catch the Ace tickets being sold at the North 
Bay Legion and at the Northgate Square.  All proceeds go to charity.

4. WALKING GROUP:  Bob Barnett  (705) 472-9967 reported that the 
group now has fourteen people walking in the winter inside and outside. 
Contact Bob to get on the list of each Tuesday meeting place.

5. Technology Group: John (705) 724-9829 reported that they will 
meet right after the regular meeting.  The format will be answering help 
questions and then move to topics of interest for presentations.
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6. Outdoors Group: Barb (705) 474-2714 that the group will be 
snowshoeing next Friday February 9 at the Sandula’s.  It will be  a forty 
five minute walk through the  bush then coffee and tea. Directions are on
the website.  Call Barb so that she has the numbers.

7. Book Club: Joan (705) 478-8751 said that the group now has two 
books on the list that they will be working with.  The books are Waiting 
for Aquarius by John Levesque in February and  The Alice Network by Kate 
Quinn for March. The group is active and involved.

8. BIRTHDAYS: This month turned out a range of birthdays that ranged
from seventy five years old to ninety years old. Each person had a short 
comment about birthdays that brought laughter to the group.

9.  PROGRAM: Dick (705) 472-7907 presented the speaker program 
that goes into the summer months.

MARCH 7: Darleen Brooks on 
“ Community Living North Bay”

APRIL 4 : John Hetherington on                                        
“Remembrances and Details of the Ending of World War II” 

MAY 2: Franco Mariotti on 
“The Antarctica” 

Dick then brought humour to the group with three stories and intrigue.

Joan thanked Dick and reminded everyone that Dick is the Founding 
President of our group. She then called for the break before the speaker. 

Coffee, Tea and Tim Bits  followed until we regrouped for the speaker. 
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SPEAKER: Rick Found  

TOPIC:   
Airplanes and Travel within Canada’s Far North 

WEBSITE: 
http://rickfound.com/

Dick introduced Rick Found  as a pilot with over thirty three  years of aerial experience. Rick has 
worked   in many areas and regions of the world within the field airplanes. He has been a Captain 
with the Air Canada  and has explored the Arctic in planes.  Rick has a family history with 
aircraft's. Rick presented his personal experiences, his family  and a  history of arctic flight.

Rick spent two years on rotation basis going in and out of the Arctic in small planes. What is often 
missing from peoples knowledge of the Arctic is how large an area the Arctic covers. Baffin island 
alone is two times the size of the British Isles.  It was only in 1947 that the Arctic coastline was 
mapped and not until 1958 the islands were recorded. The vast Arctic area has thirty six thousand
islands with approximately fourteen thousand people living in the area..

It was Norwegian Vikings who first came to the Arctic at Ellsworth Island and traded with the 
Inuit. In the middle ages to the nineteenth century the last glacier age cleared people away. It 
was not until the Franklin expedition that people started to return exploring the area.  In 1850 the
North West Passage (N.W.P.) was discovered.  Over a three year period in 1903, the first passage 
through the N.W.P. was completed.  For the first time in 1940 the RCMP completed the N.W.P. in 
one year.  Today, there are ten routes through the Arctic with some of them over land  and sea. 
The Lancaster Sound route is most popular. 

Most of the Northern Arctic was first claimed by Norway until the late forties.  Canadian RCMP first
travelled to the islands and marked the islands with land claims.  In the late forties Norway 
relinquished its claims to Canada.   If you look at a map you will see the Norwegian naming of 
islands.  Many places remain with Norwegian  names.

In 1969 Rick flew planes with ice spotters. Five spotters in the plane who were ice experts, could 
look at the ice and identify its age, size and depth.  Looking for ice packs were blockage for ships 
and had to be spotted for ships to pass. Ice breakers would be used to move or break the ice for 
the ships.  Ice as large as fourteen miles long, six miles wide and one hundred feet in thickness 
had to be moved or avoided. Rick talked of his experiences as a pilot for the Manhattan ship that 
made one of the passages.  The Manhattan was a refitted, modified oil tanker, over 1000 feet long
and 150 feet wide.  On its second attempt it was able to manage itself through the N.W.P.
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Rick’s family history is rich with aircraft history. Together his father and uncle first modified a 
Beaver aircraft in order to have it fly in the Arctic.  One issue in that environment is the landing. 
The ground is moss, lichen and gravel.  When landing with an unmodified aircraft the tires will slip
on the rims when braking.  This tire rotation on the rim caused the tire movement to strip the air 
valve and the tires would go flat.  They overcame this by modifying the plane with larger wheels 
and softer tires.  Their modifications left the aircraft able to land on all surfaces.

While in the Arctic most of the travel was with geologists, engineers or scientists. Rick piloted both
tourists and adventurers  into the Arctic. Beechy Island is a place where tourists would come to 
visit the Franklin grave site where some of Franklin's exploration crew were buried. Burial in the 
Arctic does not occur because you cannot dig the ground.  Bodies at the site were laid to rest with
stones piled on top. A distant relative of one of the crew in the graves was exhumed from the 
grave to be relocated. When the relative uncovered the body for transport they were amazed at 
the suspended state the body because of the cold conditions.  The face looked like that of the 
relative who was doing the removal and relocation even after all these years. 

In 1960 the first oil well was made on Arctic.  An interesting fact is that where there are Musk Ox 
dropping you will find salt.  Where you find salt in the Arctic you find oil. Canada's largest gas 
reserve plant  is in the Arctic.  The Arctic holds untold wealth of minerals oil and wildlife.  In some 
Places you can see the yellow staining of sulphur or red colour of iron on the rocks.

In exploring the Arctic you need equipment that lasts and is reliable. Rick’s father and uncle who 
knew this  wanted to build a plane that would last, not break down, be easily repaired and survive
wilderness flying.  They developed and built a light utility plane that met the criteria.  It was a 
FBA2 light aircraft.  Some characteristics were the addition of the 1. The Nose Wheel 2. No Struts 
on the Wings 3. Tail Surfaces all the Same Size.  In an age where only one in five planes built and 
meet certification the FBA2 aircraft received FAA certification in 1964. Found family’s name is 
famous among bush pilots, worldwide, for having built a tough little freighter aircraft designed for 
hard service in Canada’s wilderness. Later this plane was again modified and a new one built that 
is called the Bush Hawk or E350. With its increased power and tail was modified it is now 
manufactured by Pacific Aerospace. Ricks uncle was presented an Honorary Fellowship to the 
Canadian Aerodynamic Space Institute for his pioneering of the aircraft industry.  

In August 15, 2016 Rick published a book called the “Bush Hawk”.  The book rights were bought 
by a publisher and it is distributed now in a reduced form but available.  Rick answered questions 
from the audience,to completed his presentation.

Dave thanked Rick for the presentation and presented him with a PROBUS pen.
Joan closed the meeting at 12:00 Noon

Next Meeting: 
March 7, Wednesday, 10:00 AM. 

Shriners Club, North Bay, Ontario
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