
North Bay & District PROBUS 
Meeting Notes from September 6, 2017 

Public Meeting – North Bay Public Library  
http://northbayprobus.com/  

 

Notes taken by Mickey Sandula  
 

Introduction: Ghislaine Côté – President – (705) 663-2696 
  
AGENDA: 
1.  Introduction   2.  Elections          3. Next Meeting              
4.  New Location  5.  Walkers Group 6.  Social 
7.  Technology Group      8.  Fun With Food 9.  Program 
10. Walking Group             11. Memberships 12. Announcements 
13. Guest Speaker – Roy Slack – Conflicting Views on the Ring Of Fire 
 
1. Introduction: Ghislaine (705) 663-2696 
Welcomed everyone to the meeting and was happy with the big turnout of people 
including the new faces present in the audience. Five new people showed 
themselves with a show of hands. Bonnie Parslow introduced herself as our 
Goodwill Ambassador and brought forward the sad news of the sudden death of 
one of our member’s daughter who was only in her mid-fifties.  
 
2. Elections: Ghislaine confirmed that our annual elections will take place next 
month. All of our present members on the executive will stand for the same 
positions. The exception is the President who will leave the position and the Vice 
President will then assume Presidency. Howard Kizell has come forward to stand 
for the position of Vice President. We still need a replacement for the Social 
Convenor position. It is open and awaiting for someone to come forward. All 
positions are still open for nominations and election process to follow. 
 
3. Next Meetings: Our next meeting will be at the Shrine Club and the following 
month of November it will be at the Davedi Club. 
 
4. New Location: Ghislaine presented notes that were circulated by email to the 
membership. Her presentation represented the executive groups focus of the plus 
and minus points on the library vs Shriners Club locations as a meeting place. The 
executive group took a neutral position on the selection and left the decision to 
the membership. Following Ghislaine, Gail presented a strong case for the Shrine 
Club as the better location. Things like street access, accessibility, stairs, free 
parking, easy loading in and out, a place for pot lucks, better acoustics, cloak 
rooms, larger accommodation and more congenial atmosphere were some of the 
discussion. Six people are already in line to do the coffee and four people are 
there to do any set up. A vote was held and it was overwhelming in favour of the 
move to the Shrine Club. Ghislaine will proceed to make the arrangements for the 



move to the Shrine Club and the date will be announced. 
 
5. Walkers Group: Mark Vincent (705) 498-8303 Bob Barnett (705) 472-9967 
Ian reported that the group is active every Tuesday morning at 10:00 A.M. They 
have recently walked the Kennedy trails and Laurier Woods. Contact Mark or Bob 
to get on the email list for information on where they meet weekly. Mark Vincent 
is also taking an active role in leadership with the group. 
 
6. Social: Anne reported that there will be a buffet lunch at Miyakoi on Main 
Street following the meeting. In September a visit to the Almic Lodge will take 
place. Information will follow. Also a thanks to Barb and John for the boat ride 
and cottage potluck that they hosted. 
 
7. Technology Group: John (705) 724-9829  
Next Tuesday from 1:30 to 3:30 in the Library the presentation will be on the 
topic of Google. John will be the presenter. 
 
8. Fun With Food: Helena (705) 472-4392 
The group now has two households ready to start the Fun With Food season. If 
you wish to act as a host or get onto the list, contact Helena for information. 
 
9. Program: Dick (705) 472-7907 
Dick has confirmed our October Topic as being the “Dionne Home.” This will be at 
the Shrine Club. In November we will be “Square Dancing” at the Davedi Club. 
 
8. Memberships: 
Memberships are due at the next meeting. $35.00 for returning members and 
$50.00 for new members. This additional sum covers the name tags. 
 
9. Announcements: Don announced that there is a play “18 Degrees” written by 
a local woman. It is $20.00 for a ticket and being held at Discovery North. Email 
Don canterburybells@sympatico.com for more information 
 
Free Bridge lessons will start next Thursday and last for six weeks. 
Contact Ian ianwf@hotmail.com for more information.  
 
 
 
 

____________________________________________________________ 
BREAK 

 
 
 
 
 
 



GUEST SPEAKER: Roy Slack,  
CEO of Cementation, North Bay 
September 08, 2017 
 

Conflicting Views on the Ring Of Fire 
  
Roy introduced the topic of “The Ring of Fire” as being a very controversial topic 
for discussion. You can witness this in the newspapers, politics and public media.   
As a Professional Engineer and CEO of Cementation, a company that does 
underground mine contracting and engineering company providing services for 
clients throughout North and South America, he is exposed and part of the Ring 
of Fire process. Roy presented his personal view of some the issues that he sees 
with the Ring of Fire.  
 
Before getting to the actual talk Roy presented a “Safety Share” with us. A 
“Safety Share” is how Cementation starts all of its meetings. The essence of the 
safety share was that we all know that cell phones are dangerous and illegal for 
driving because both hands have to be on the wheel. In place of cell phones we 
now have technologies that allow us to talk and listen but still have both hands on 
the wheel. This gives us a safe feeling and is within the laws. However, Roy feels 
that these technologies are also unsafe and distracting. Roy related an incidence 
that shows this as a fact. One of his employees was driving to work and a 
secretary from work called to let him know that an alert has been sent out by the 
media that some driver was driving dangerously in the wrong lane of the highway. 
The employee using hands free technology answered this call by replying “One 
idiot, there are hundreds of idiots driving the wrong lane in my lane.” The 
audience response was a great deal of laughter which set the tone of the 
presentation. 
 
Proceeding from the safety share point Roy presented a graphic on screen 
illustrating the Eagle Nest Resource Model. This illustration showed a mine 
operation with a vertical shaft. This operation is one of the projects that 
Cementation is now working on in the Ring of Fire area. As a mining engineer the 
mining operation model shown for mining the mineral is a piece of eye candy to 
an engineer. It is the best of the best for operations and presents ideal conditions 
to mine the mineral. Getting to the minerals and getting it out of the ground is 
situated here in ideal conditions. This particular model shown was for the 
extraction of nickel. Not mentioned in news reports is that there is an abundance 
of minerals in the Ring Of Fire beyond that of a massive chromite mining projects. 
Chromite mining is all the buzz because it is new and a rare find at this scale. 
 
A mining engineer’s dream would be the vertical Eagle Nest project but the other 
engineer’s nightmare is getting the minerals transported out of the area. The two 
options in play at the moment are by road or rail. Each option is a nightmare 
because of the logistics, communities and politics involved in getting started. 
 



The equipment and companies are ready. The Federal and Provincial governments 
have announced billions of funds available for the roads. Funding is a major 
concern because of the method of funding and our taxes. As a tax payer, people 
should be concerned because taxpayers are paying for private company roads 
and access without any payback or revenues coming back to the taxpayer. 
 
Ontario’s present funding model has the taxpayers paying the costs. Quebec has 
approached their diamond mine industry in a different manner. In Quebec the 
government pays the costs but as well buys shares into the company using the 
roads and doing the mining. By doing so Quebec gets a return on its investment 
over a long term basis which eases the taxes. This seems to be a much better 
model but in Ontario we are told that it is not possible. 
 
When you look at the James Bay lowlands, you see from a plane lakes, ponds and 
water. It is a mass of land area that is totally spotted with water basins and low 
land. James Bay lowlands have only an elevation of 100 feet over sea water. 
Building of either rail or roads in some areas if it can be done at all will be a 
challenge. In order to meet environmental concerns billions of dollars are required 
from governments and private investment. The government by announcing its 
plans for funding, may have slowed or stopped private investors from investing. 
Investors may wait now until the road is built with government money. 
 
Climate change is another factor because James Bay is a low level water basin for 
rising waters. It is possible that within fifty years water levels may rise and will fill 
the lowlands with water. Webequie, a first nation community without road access 
is the closest community to the Ring of Fire. Water impact from global warming 
will bring the water from James Bay to the shores of Webequie. If we wait long 
enough no road into the Ring of Fire may be needed. 
 
There are ten communities, three mining groups and two political groups involved 
in the planning process. There is a diverse difference of how the project should 
proceed. Communities are already in difficult living conditions and isolation. Road 
or rail access is a question of desirability because a road brings both the good and 
the bad into communities. With fifteen different groups meeting on an equal basis 
to decide the where, how, when, and funding of the project presents problems in 
itself. Basic decision making based on consensus or democracy with the groups is 
yet to be solved. The federal government has already announced revenue for a 
road to be built without any plans in place. 
 
Roy finished his presentation with an Aesop fable of the Old Man, Boy and Ass. 
The old man and boy decided to take the ass to market to sell. Some women saw 
them walking the ass to market. They thought it was wrong that the boy should 
have to be walking so the old man put the boy on the ass. The old man with the 
boy riding the ass continued until some men saw the boy on the ass. They 
complained that the boy did not respect his elder, who was walking. So the old 
man and boy rode together on the ass to market. However, they never got far 



and somebody claimed they were now abusing the ass with both of them riding 
him together. The boy and old man then got off, and hung the ass across a pole 
and carried the ass between them. When crossing a bridge to market the pole 
broke and the ass fell into the water where the ass drowned.   
  
Morale of the story is “Please all, and you will please none”  
 
Roy finished with this morale meaning that the mining companies while pleasing 
everyone may be losing their assets. Roy then took a question and answer period. 
 
Are all mineral bodies mined vertical and how are minerals detected? 
No, a number of sites are different. There are miles of mineralization but they are 
not continuous. Each minerals site can be different. They can be on top or near 
the surface which can be detected by fly overs. Minerals at depth can only be 
detected by drilling. 
 
What is the best means of mineral transportation? 
Roads are more flexible while rail is for large bulk. Roads are preferred because 
they can link communities while rail does not link. 
 
How long have we known about the Ring of Fire and will the projects proceed? 
Approximately ten or twelve years ago mineral claims by three companies were in 
for the Ring of Fire. The projects will proceed in a few years with the political 
funding on roads. Mining is based on profit and investment into the industry. Most 
mining companies look at the bottom quartile of the markets or within 20% 
lowest period. If a mine can be profitable at the 20% point the mining companies 
move forward because they can usually survive the highs and lows of market. 
 
The real issue is capital for mining. The minerals are there. However, there are 
fewer and fewer Canadian mining companies because they are being bought up 
by internationals.  Internationals look at Canadian mining as a labour risk 
because there are better labour markets elsewhere for return on investment.  
 
Dave Payne presented Roy a PROBUS pen and gave thanks to Roy for his 
entertaining and informative talk. 
 
Ghislaine closed the meeting on time at 11:55 am 
 
 
 

Next Meeting at the  
 

Shrine Club 
1260 Brookes St. 

 North Bay, ON, P1B 2P1  
 


