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PROBUS Club of North Bay & District 
Meeting Notes from November 2, 2016 
Public Meeting – Christ Church 

 

Notes taken by Mickey Sandula  
 

Introduction:  Ghislaine Côté, President 705-495-2432 
  
AGENDA: 
1. Introduction         2. New Guests               3. Membership Draw 
4. Cards                           5. Management Notes   6. Birthdays       
7.  Social Activities         8. Member Groups         9.  Program Coordinator 
 
1. Introduction – Ghislaine, President, chaired the meeting and opened with 
announcements that some dishes and cutlery were left over from the last pot luck 
luncheon. Also there are some $2.00 coupons available at the front for pick up by 
members of the club. Unclaimed cutlery and dishes will be made as donations to 
a charity.  A reminder to the club that membership fees are due. 
 
2. New Guests – There were four new people present today as guests. 
 
3. Annual Membership Draw – Annually we have a membership draw where 
both members and signed in guests are eligible for a free year of membership.  
Marty Brown was the winner of a one year membership year 2016 to 2017. 
 
4. Cards - Ghislaine reminded people to advise Bonnie Parslow of any member 
who should receive a card of sympathy, get well or other occasion.  You can 
contact Bonnie by telephone 705-472-7484 or email bonniebede@cogeco.ca 
 
5. Management Notes – PROBUS being non-political, some members have 
questioned us having people who hold public office as guest speakers.  Our 
management team wishes to clarify the meaning of non-political.  To this end, we 
turn to two constitutions; the Constitution of the PROBUS Society and the 
Constitution of Rotary Clubs 
 
Constitution of the PROBUS Society 
 
Probus is a local, national and international association of retired people who 
come together in non-political, non-sectarian, non-profit, autonomous clubs, 
which provide regular opportunities for members to meet others in similar 
circumstances with similar levels of interest, make new friends, and maintain and 
expand their interests. 
 
One of the principal objectives of the Society (PROBUS) is to promote the 
formation of PROBUS Clubs sponsored either by Rotary Clubs as a community 
service of Rotary international or by existing accredited PROBUS Clubs after 
referral to Regional Directors. 
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Article 16 (Constitution for Rotary Clubs) 
 
Section 1 – Proper Subjects  
The merits of any public question involving the general welfare of the community 
that are of concern to the members shall be proper subjects of fair and informed 
discussion at a club meeting for the enlightenment of its members in forming 
their individual opinions.  However, this club shall not express an opinion on any 
pending controversial measure. 
 
Section 2 – No Endorsements.   
This club shall not endorse or recommend any candidate for public office and shall 
not discuss at any club meeting the merits or demerits of any candidate. 
 
Section 3 – Non-Political 
This club shall neither adopt nor circulate resolutions or opinions, and shall not 
take action dealing with affairs or policies of a political nature and nor shall this 
club direct appeals to clubs, peoples, or governments, or circulate letters, 
speeches, or proposed plans for the solution of problems of a political nature. 
 
In keeping with the above, the Probus Club of North Bay may from time to time 
have guest speakers present on topical areas so that its members may gain 
information and facts on the topic and form their own individual opinions.  
However, the club shall not endorse/support any political platform, party, or 
candidate running for public office 
 
6. Birthdays - Three members whose birthdays fall in November gave short 
introductions of themselves to the club. 
 
7. Social Activities –  

 Anne Walsh (705-474-4323), our events coordinator, announced that the 
Swiss Chalet is reserved for twenty people immediately following today’s 
meeting 

 Nov. 9 -J.O.Y. Band Concert at Trinity Church 
 Nov. 12 -Davedi Club has both music and spaghetti dinner  

               Call the Davedi 705-474-4190  
 Dec. 11 - our Christmas Cocktail Party, Eatons Court 2:00 pm -6:00 pm 

 
 Full Social events appear on our website at http://northbayprobus.com.   
 
8. Member Groups 
 
Fun With Food:  Helena asked if any member was able to fill in this Saturday for 
one couple who is unable to make the date. 
 
Outdoor Group:  Barb Roberts (705-474-2714) announced this group will start 
up in January and with snowshoe walks and skiing.  More information will come 
forward as we get into the cooler season. 
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9. Program Coordinator - Dick Tafel (705-472-7907) announced our new topics 
of presentation. December – The Spectrum of Wellness, January – The Ontario 
Northern Railway, February – Nipissing Serenity Hospice 
 

---------------------------- BREAK TIME ---------------------------- 
  

   GUEST SPEAKER: Hugh Holland 
TOPIC: Balance in Energy Generation 

 
Fred McNutt introduced Hugh Holland with a brief background and history of 
Hugh’s work on energy and the environment.  
 
Hugh Holland, a retired mechanical engineer, began the topic with a slide 
presentation outlining five areas of interest. This structured presentation followed 
the format of environment, economy, climate, global energy to 2100, and what 
Canada can do. 
 
We have been through five ice ages over 2.5 billion years and are now just 
coming out of one. Over this period of time there have been four ice free periods. 
In this present exit from the ice age we are accelerating the pace beyond what 
has naturally has occurred in the past.  We are exiting at a much faster pace. 
 
El Nino, which is a warm phase of the Pacific ocean that affects climate, occurs 
every two to seven year intervals and has been doing so for over 300 years.  This 
warm phase is now changing.  Globally we are warming one degree over a 
hundred years.  The natural warming phase previously would have been one 
degree over one million years. This drastic effect is a result of greenhouse gases 
accumulating in the atmosphere.  As we heat up globally, El Nino heats up,  
directly affecting our climate. 
 
Our atmosphere both traps heat and reflects heat from the sun. Additionally,  
carbon dioxide being released from human activity also collects within the 
atmosphere.  This increased carbon dioxide causes the greenhouse effect of 
trapping more heat within the atmosphere, thus warming of the earth. 
 
In an effort to reduce carbon dioxide collection there are one hundred and ninety 
nations that have started making motions to replace all HFC from refrigeration 
units.  HFC gas traps heat at one thousand times more than the natural 
atmosphere.  This man made warming of the globe follows our population growth 
and our development. As nations develop, nations increase the greenhouse effect. 
 
Before 1800 our population growth and death rate was pretty well balanced. Both 
populations and economies grew slowly.  When cars started to replace horses we 
start to see a shift in development, travel and economies.  After 1920 the shift 
begins an escalation of CO2 into the atmosphere.  After 1920 our population 
growth and death rates start to become unbalanced. We start to live longer, have 
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lessening of early death and we have become more developed.  With high birth 
rates and low death rates we start to see an increase in the CO2 emissions. 
 
By 2110 compared to 1950 the population has increased three times with a five 
times increase in its energy use. The CO2 emissions over this same time period 
due to energy use have increased six times the rate of 1950.       
 
Emissions come from everywhere but generally most come from where people 
are.  Many factors are at play other than just population. Canada for instance has 
a population density of 3 people per KM, Europe has 300 per km and Asia 700 per 
km.  However, Canada has one of the highest emissions per person than any 
other place.  This high emissions rate per person is a result of being a developed 
nation with cooler climate and longer distances between populations. 
 
Our energy dilemma is that there are more users using more energy at a higher 
rate as nations develop.  Population growth and economic growth will increase 
CO2 globally.  By 2110 we will reach 10.8 billion people.  It is known that 
developed countries emit ten times more CO2 than others who are not developed 
but growing.  Our CO2 emissions will continue to increase because we continue to 
develop. Undeveloped nations are moving rapidly forward in both their population 
and economic development.  Both developed and undeveloped countries are now 
becoming aware of the energy dilemma and starting to take action. 
 
Energy use is broken down into approximately 36% for residential consumption, 
34 % for Industrial consumption and 30% for mobility.  Countries are looking for 
an overall 8% reduction is emissions.  In order to do so some targets for cars 
have been set. By 2025 cars are to have 54 mpg. Twenty five percent will be 
urban electric cars, 15 % hydrogen powered cars and a sixty per cent 
improvement on the others.  
 
By 2050 vehicles are to have eighty six MPG with forty percent being electric, 
forty percent being hydrogen and twenty per cent improved.  Ride sharing and 
self-driven cars are now making their way into the present.  Cars average sixty 
eight kilometres per day but sit idle ninety percent of the time. Ride sharing 
means cars could be used more with less produced.  It will take twenty five years 
to replace our 1.3 billion cars with one billion new ones.  The replacement rate of 
change is estimated to be fifty million cars a year at the best production rates.   
 
One positive action that can be taken is to stop blaming fossil fuel companies and 
do energy conservation at all sectors.  This can be done by minimizing our energy 
demands. In 2015 our fuel energy is eighty percent driven on fossil fuels.  In fifty 
years we may have used up all of our gas and oil reserves.  The G7 countries 
knowing this have set targets of a 70% reduction in fossil fuels by year 2050 and 
a hundred percent reduction by 2100.  We  are running out of fossil fuel. 
 
Our energy demand load is based on both a base period and peak period. Our 
peak period is from 10 am to 6 pm with the base period being outside those 
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hours.  Energy is used on a continuous basis. An example of usage is in Toronto 
where twenty five percent of the cities energy goes into operation of the subway 
system. 
 
Looking at Hydro usage globally the usage of hydro is two to three percent 
globally while Canada is at sixty three percent. Solar power globally is at twenty 
percent while Canada is at thirteen percent. Winter solar output in northern 
climates, is only one half that of what is available in the summer.  Solar is useful 
only when there is a peak period and not needed outside the peak times.   Solar 
panels because of a large footprint are useful for rural areas but not urban areas.  
On a small scale basis solar could be used in about eleven percent of Canada 
rural area. Dependency on solar requires a backup energy system. 
 
An alternate solar energy system is Concentrated Solar Power towers. This is 
where a concentration of reflection panels focus on a tower.  This tower has a 
saline solution that heats up into steam.  This steam is then used to generate   
electricity.  This is a new solar generation method being developed. 
 
Wind is about ten percent of global energy. Its use widely varies, but it is 
unpredictable. It has a large footprint because the wind turbines have to be 
widely spaced so they do not interfere with each other.  They are good for 
charging batteries but like solar require a backup source for continuous power 
distribution. Both wind and solar need backup systems of power.  Having this 
back up source literally doubles the cost of having wind and solar power as a 
source.  Wind and solar are simply not reliable enough for 24 hour service. 
 
Tidal energy is very costly to produce and only accounts for one percent of energy 
globally.  Both wind and solar power are estimated to hit a wall at about thirty 
percent global power because of their limitations. 
 
Bio waste power by incinerating waste to produce heat and electricity is moving 
forward as is Geo thermal power. Both systems seem unsuited for urban areas 
because of their footprints.  Geothermal needs approximately five hundred feet of 
accessible piping underground. Urban areas do not have the space for this piping 
to reach down to where it is fifty five degrees. Rural areas are more suited to 
pump liquid down and up for heating and cooling than urban areas. 
 
Nuclear energy is about twenty five percent of global energy.  It is expected to 
grow between five and twenty five percent globally.  France is now at seventy 
eight percent energy from nuclear power.  Advanced reactors now reuse the spent 
fuel that presented a storage problem in the past. New Molten Salt Reactors have 
a freeze valve.  When there is a shut down or no electricity the freeze valve melts 
and drains the reactor fuel into a safe container to be reused later.  Earlier 
reactors had no safe shut down procedure when there was no electricity.  Nuclear 
power is one of the safest methods of generating power while having one of the 
smallest environmental footprints.  Advance nuclear power is the greenest source 
of power. 
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Eleven billion people cannot live without energy.  Our extremist groups must rely 
more on facts rather than singling out Canada.  Canadian oil is not the dirtiest oil. 
There are many others before us with dirty oil. USA oil is dirtier than that of 
Alberta but we never hear that.  Two coal plants in Georgia produce more 
emissions than our tar sands. Canada’s oil sands make a small contribution to 
global emissions, but the difference in getting oil from oil sands when compared 
to conventional oil is so small that it would be wrong to highlight this as a major 
source of carbon dioxide levels worldwide. 
 
Pipelines are the safest manner for transportation of oil gas products with a small 
environmental footprint.  Pipelines are safer than rail and safer than road with a 
ninety nine percent pipeline delivery success rate.  Nuclear power is on the same 
scale of safety and environmental footprint. Nuclear power risks are hundreds of 
times lower than other common risks.  Nuclear power seems to be the best 
alternate source of energy. Pipelines create jobs, give us stable source of energy 
and generate millions of dollars of revenue. 
 
Canadians use more energy per person than most people in the world.  About 
fifty eight percent of energy use in Ontario is for heating and two per cent for 
cooling.   If we shut off the oil sands we lose jobs, investments and revenue.  
Only four percent of the tar sands can be extracted. USA oil is dirtier than that of 
Alberta but we never hear that.  Two coal plants in Georgia produce more 
emissions than our tar sands. 
 
The Energy East pipeline requires only two new lines to be built. One in Alberta 
and one in Eastern Canada. The majority of the pipeline is in place. The Eastern 
Pipeline is the safest most environmental method of oil gas transportation. It is a 
job creator with an estimated 121,000 person workforce and revenue collection of 
approximately ten billion dollars in tax revenues and thirty billion dollar GDP 
increase.  There are no risk free energy solutions.  
 
Climate change will bring into play planning for new flood and fire zones but it will 
also bring more arable living land.  We must be planning now for our future and 
taking action. Global action is taking place and energy balance decisions have to 
be made.  The world will still need oil and gas but we have to make changes in 
how we derive our energy while balancing with the environmental effects.  
 
Dick presented Hugh with a PROBUS pen and thanked him for his well-researched 
and informative presentation. Ghislaine closed the meeting at 12:00 pm 
 

Next Meeting 
North Bay Library – Wednesday, December 7, 2016 

Tuesday, 10:00 to noon 


