
PROBUS Club of North Bay & District 
Meeting Notes from March 2, 2016  
North Bay Public Library, North Bay Ontario 
  
Notes taken by Joan Hambley   
 
Introduction and welcome by Ghislaine Cote, Vice President, in the absence of Dave Payne 
President. Ghislaine welcomed guests Howard Kizell, Bev Sherman and Dave Haist. 
 
New Business 
1. Thanks to John Roberts for his work on the membership list. 
2. The guest book is now available for sign in at the door. 
3. Volunteers are requested for greeters at meetings and for ordering the coffee for meetings.  Please 

contact one of the executive if you would like to help out. 
4. Name tags are on order for new members. 
5. Group leaders please contact Joan Hambley at: joanhambley2008@hotmail.com with items of your 

group activities for the newsletter. 
6. Last month’s meeting was cancelled at the last minute due to poor weather.  The audience was 

asked for input on a policy re meeting cancellations.  Discussion followed.  People seem to want a 
policy.  The executive will take it under advisement. 

 
Program/Committee Updates  
1. Fun with Food - Helena Brown asked for more spares to be added to the list.  The commitment 

would only be a few times a year.  Contact Helena or Ghislaine if interested. 
2. Program Coordinator – Dick Tafel.  The April speakers will be Peter Best from Sudbury who 

will speak about Aboriginal Issues.  The May speaker will be Don Halper on the topic of Hearing 
Loss.  June’s topic will feature Walking with poles and Mobility.  

3. Social Committee - Barb Roberts.  The snowshoeing event in January was well received and the 
Canadore Dinner was very popular.  A spring event is being planned-TBA 

4. Knitting and Craft Club - Wendy Champagne will be starting the club on April 7th with a tour of 
Johnson’s Weaving Studio at 245 Oak St. East at 1 pm.  The club will continue to meet on the 1st 
Thursday of each month.  Contact Wendy for more information. 

5. Walking Group- Ian Fettes reported that the group is going strong at Memorial Gardens for the 
winter.  One of the group stated that they average 6700 steps per session. 

 
Birthdays in February- George Hancharyk was born the day after Valentine’s Day which gives his 
birthday a special aura.  George is a retired North Bay doctor. 
 
Dick Tafel and Fred McNutt entertained the group with a political skit reminiscent of “Who’s on 
First” by Abbott and Costello.  The laughter continued when Dick once again amused the group with a 
humorous joke. 
 
Coffee 



 
Guest Speaker  
 
Dee Adrian, General Manager of the Capitol Centre 
 
Introduction by Charlie Olmsted 
 
In 1929 the doors of the Capitol Centre opened.  There were 1400 seats at that time which were later 
reduced to 932.  In the 1970’s movies became less popular and dividing the centre into smaller 
cinemas was considered.  Betty Spears and friends fought this and the centre was saved from 
remodelling. 
Over the years many changes and improvements have been made in order to make the centre friendlier 
and more beautiful.  The building is accessible to all with mobility and physical limitations. An 
elevator allows access to the 2nd floor and basement.   Dressing rooms have been set up outside in 
trailers because of the lack of room on stage.  (It will cost 1.5 million to extend the stage). 
The centre has a Board of Governors and is a non-profit organization receiving 16% of its funding 
from the city.  The rest of the money is raised through various means e.g. ticket sales.  
70 Volunteers help at the centre.  A few of the many venues at the centre are: 

 Sunday night movies which are 2nd run so a low price 
 One free movie a month.  The concession stand supports this including a $6500 popcorn maker. 
 Public Art Gallery which is the setting for many weddings. 
 Summer Theatre Camp 
 Dance competitions 
 Business meetings. 
 Music and entertainment acts 

Future plans include a museum at the front of the building, a Children’s Festival in June, Home to the 
Fringe Festival and Blues Night in the parking lot. 
Dee encouraged the audience to attend events and support the centre.  Volunteers are always welcome 
and needed.  Tell your friends about the centre. 
 
Appreciation by Helena Brown 
 


